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the  market  so  cheap  that  the  demand  for  black  native  marble  was  very 
much  limited.  This  chang;e  was  a  serious  blow  and  discouraging  to  the 
dealers  of  Swanton,  and  then  followed  the  manufacture  of  heartlis  for  a 
season,  for  which  there  was  only  a  limited  demand.  The  above  men- 
tioned conditions  and  circumstances  compelled  the  local  dealers  to  look 
for  some  other  use  for  the  products  of  their  mills  or  abandon  the  business 
of  savv'ing  entirely.  About  this  time,  1848,  George  Barne)-,  the  principal 
man  in  the  business,  impelled  by  a  strong  desire  to  keep  up  the  business  at 
the  Falls  and  to  continue  in  it  as  an  occupation,  began  an  investigation  and 
ascertained  that  all  the  tile  used  in  this  country  for  floors  was  im})orted 
from  Italy,  and,  the  color  being  of  a  light  and  dark  blue,  concluded  that 
the  Isle  La  Motte  black  and  gray  and  other  Vermont  marbles  might  be 
successfully  introduced  in  competition  with  the  Italian  tile,  and  so  the 
same  year  commenced  sawing  and  finishing  tile  from  Isle  Fa  Motte 
marble.  The  first  made  were  used  for  the  floor  of  the  then  new  Free 
Masons'  building,  Grand  street,  New  York,  and  these  were  the  first  made 
in  this  country.  This  new  avenue  thus  opened  revolutionized  the  marble 
industry  at  Swanton  Falls;  tlio  mills  were  changed  and  fitted  up  for  tile- 
making,  and  for  many  years  after  tilemaking  was  the  priricipal  business 
of  the  mills;  even  now  tile  is  one  of  the  leading  products  of  the  l^arney 
Marble  Company,  made  from  Vermont  marbles.  About  iS/Othe  vari- 
gated  marbles  of  Swanton  began  to  be  used  for  inside  finish  of  costly 
buildings.  The  demand  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  George  J]ar- 
ney  and  his  son,  R.  Lester  l^arney,  who  were  in  partnership,  and  sawed 
and  finished  the  ,L)'onnais  marble  for  their  trade. 

Very  soon  after  George  Barney's  decease  R.  Lester  J^arney  induced 
the  Hon.  John  N.  Baxter,  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  and  others  to  come  to  Swan- 
ton and  examine  the  marble  quarries  there  with  a  view  of  engag- 
ing with  liim  in  the  marble  business.  The  effort  resulted  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  "Barney  Marble  Company"  in  1888,  and  preparations  were 
at  once  commenced  for  extensive  operations.  All  the  marble  quarries 
of  value  in  the  vicinity  were  either  bought  or  leased.  The  new  mill 
erected  by  George  Barney  just  before  his  death  was  thoroughly  repaired 
and  equipped  with  the  most  improved  machinery  and  appliances,  and 
everything  done  regardless  of  cost  to  make  the  plant  first-class  in  every 
particular.    The  old  mill  was  operated  until  the  new  was  ready,  but 
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long  before  business  was  coninienccd  in  the  new  mill  the  new  firm  wms 
flooded  with  orders  that  would  take  them  months  to  fill,  and  thus  has  it 
been  to  the  present  time,  the  mill  running  night  and  day  to  meet  the 
increasing  demand. 

The  new  firm  opened  a  quarry  on  the  farm  of  Charles  1..  Bullard, 
where  they  found  a  great  variety  of  mottled  marble  of  fine  texture,  and 
in  shades  from  darlc  solid  red  to  light  red,  mottled  with  many  sliades  of 
red  and  chocolate,  spotted  with  white,  yellow,  green,  and  other  colors, 
making  when  finished  a  beautiful  surface  of  superior  quality.  It  h.as  no 
equal  in  this  countr}^ 

The  Barney  Marble  Con.ipany  sends  their  finished  marble  all  through 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  demand  is  so  great  th.it  they  have 
recentl}'  purchased  the  old  tannery  propert}',  and  arc  contem[)Iating  to 
erect  soon  a  large  mill,  and  thereby  niore  than  double  their  present  ca- 
pacity. They  employ  now  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  men  in  the  mills 
and  in  the  quarries,  paying  out  weel<ly  for  labor  and  other  expenses  from 
$700  to  $1,000.  The  pulsations  of  business  in  village  and  tow  n  are 
quicker,  and  the  outlook  for  Swanton  on  account  of  this  indubtr\'  alone 
is  quite  flattering.  It  makes  a  home  market,  and  thousands  of  dollars 
are  paid  out  annually  that  find  their  way  into  the  legitimate  channels  of 
trade,  and  tlie  grocer,  merchant,  and  farmer  find  quick  sale  for  their 
wares  in  exchange  for  ready  cash,  and  are  happy.  John  N.  Baxter,  esq., 
is  the  head  and  front  of  the  concern  and  business  manager,  and  so  long 
as  he  remains  identified  with  the  enterprise  pi  osperity  \\  ill  attend.  The 
colored  marbles  of  Swanton  are  inexhaustible  and  accessible.  The  Mis- 
sisquoi  River  furnishes  ample  power  to  propel  the  numerous  gangs  for 
sawing  the  marble  and  rubbing  beds  for  smoothing  and  polishing  the 
same.  Shipping  facilities  are  good  by  rail  or  water.  The  Lyonnais 
marbles  of  Swanton  have  already  made  the  tow^n  famous,  and  the  indi- 
cations are  that  only  a  few  years  w'ill  be  required  in  developing  our 
marble  to  have  it  do  for  the  town  what  the  white  marbles  have  done  for 
Rutland,  Vt. 

Tanning  and  Tanneries. — As  early  as  1814  the  business  of  tanning 
hides  into  leather  at  Swanton  Falls  was  commenced, and  the  first  to  en- 
gage in  it  was  Henry  Steinhour,  who  located  his  plant  on  the  flat  land  on 
the  banks  of  the  Missisquoi,  just  above  the  dam,  and  between  the  public 
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mall  or  park  and  the  river,  directly  in  the  rear  of  Merchants'  Row.  The 
tanning  business  has  been  carried  on  in  town  ever  since,  but  often,  as  at 
present,  in  a  limited  way.  E.  W.  Babcock  came  here  from  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1840,  purchased  the  old  Steinhour  plant,  made  extensive  repairs, 
and  did  a  good  business  for  many  years,  down  to  about  185.4, 
meantime  moving  the  plant  and  business  down  below  the  bridge  at 
the  east  end,  to  have  water-power  and  better  facilities  for  using  modern 
appliances  and  machinery  in  the  process  of  tanning.  Nelson  Gallup 
bought  this  plant  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  in  1856,  made  general  repairs, 
put  in  new  machinei)',  and  carried  on  a  large  business  until  ho  sold  out 
to  Richard  Skinner  and  Cadmus  S.  Gates,  in  1868.  Skinner  &  Gates 
can-ied  on  the  business  for  a  year  or  two,  when  the  property  went  back 
into  Nelson  Gallup's  hands,  and  he  then  sold  out,  in  1872,  to  A.  M.  &  P.  D. 
Moore,  of  l^lattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  who  were  owners  of  several  tanneries  in 
Northern  and  Eastern  New  York-,  conducting  an  immense  trade.  A.  M. 
&  P.  D.  Moore  made  such  repairs  as  were  necessary,  and  at  once  com- 
menced and  did  a  thriving  business.  Mr.  Richard  Skinner,  who  was 
engaged  by  the  Moores  as  foreman,  having  died  in  1872,  H.  F.  Martin, 
of  Peru,  N.  Y.,  came  here  and  became  a  partner  with  A.  M.  &  P.  D. 
Moore,  and  assumed  charo;e  and  mana^^ed  the  business  until  the  fire  of 
February  7,  1874,  which  destroyed  the  building  and  contents. 

The  burning  of  the  tannery  threw  out  of  employment  a  good  many  . 
men,  besides  being  a  heavy  loss  to  the  owners,  and  depressing  to  the 
business  community,  who  depended  on  the  earnings  of  the  men  em- 
*  ployed  for  trade  and  continued  prosperit3^  The  village  people  were 
deeply  interested,  and  were  much  grieved  to  have  so  prosperous  an  in- 
dustry so  suddenly  and  disastrously  terminated.  The  regret  and  sym- 
pathy of  the  enterprising  citizens  were  so  intense  that  substantial  induce- 
ments were  offered  the  ov/ners  if  they  would  re-build.  Very  soon  a 
stock  company  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $25,000,  under  the  name 
of  the  Swanton  Tanning  Compan\'.  The  stockholders  were  A.  M. 
Moore,  of  Plattsburgh  ;  P.  D.  Moore,  then  of  Boston  ;  A.  L.  Wright, 
George  Barney,  and  Edwin  S.  Miegs,  of  Swanton. 

Additions  were  made  to  the  plant  b)'  purchase  of  the  old  woolen- mill 
(then  owned  by  E.  S.  Miegs),  a  vacant  lot  and  water-power  owned  by 
George  Barney,  and  a  new  brick  building  erected,  and  everything  fitted 
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up  in  the  best  possible  manner  for  tanning  and  manufacturing  upon  a 
large  scale.  The  good  will  of  many  citizens  was  manifested  by  their 
generous  contributions,  which  influenced  the  Moorcsin  their  decision  to 
re-build  and  continue  the  business  at  Swanton.  Tlie  Swanton  Tanning 
Company  commenced  business  in  tanning  and  manufacturing  leather  in 
the  spiing  of  1875,  and  continued  until  1882,  emplo\'ing,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  business,  on  an  average  forty  men  per  day,  doing  an  im- 
mense business,  tanning  mostly  South  American  hides,  and  finishing 
the  leather  for  l^oston  market,  where  the  Moorcs  owned  a  leather  store. 

The  death  of  V.  ]).  Moore  and  decline  in  the  leather  trade  led  to  the 
closing  of  the  business  of  the  Swanton  Tanning  Comp,'in\'.  In  1882 
Walter  Kimball,  of  Andover,  Mass.,  came  here  and  associated  himself 
with  C.  A.  Howe,  who  had  been  foreman  for  a  number  of  \  ears  for  the 
Swanton  Tanning  Company,  (both  practical  tanners,)  and  they  leased  the 
plant,  carried  it  on  about  two  years,  and  then  gave  it  up  because  of  the 
constant  decline  in  the  leather  trade,  having  lost  from  $6,000  to  $10,000 
during  the  two  years.  A  very  small  business  was  done  here,  after  the 
dissolution  of  the  hrm  of  Kimball  &  Mowe,  by  Howe  &  Marcia,  in 
the  summer  of  188.^,  which  was  the  last  done  on  this  plant  and  in  the 
village  of  Swant-on  I^^alls.  The  tannery  buildings,  from  want  of  use  and 
care,  rapidly  decayed  and  commenced  to  tumble  down,  and  finally,  in 
the  spring  of  1890,  A.  M.  Moore  sold  the  real  estate  to  the  ]>arney 
Marble  Company,  who,  during  the  summer  of  1890,  took  downi  the 
buildings  and  cleared  away  the  rubbish,  with  a  view  of  building  a  large 

marble- mill  on  the  site.    The  new  mill  is  to  be  erected,  it  is  said,  this 
* 

year  (1891).  The  tanning  of  leather  on  a  small  scale  was  commenced 
by  Frederick  Gove  in  181  5,  on  the  west  road,  near  the  Daniel  Ikillard 
place,  and  kept  up  by  him  until  about  1845.  Another  small  tannery 
was  started  by  Daniel  Dean  in  1846,  on  the  same  road,  about  a  mile 
farther  south.  Dean  was  followed  by  James  Malony,  Elias  Burnell,  and 
R.  T.  Wood,  and  Wood  and  his  son  still  carry  on  the  business  in  a  very 
small  way.  This  is  the  only  tannery,  however,  in  town  at  present  in 
operation.  B.  D.  Wood  commenced  tanning  at  his  home  place  in  1862, 
but  after  a  few^  years  abandoned  the  business. 

It  is  said  that  other  small  tanneries  w^ere  run  for  awhile  in  different 
parts  of  the  town,  which  is  quite  likely,  but  just  when  and  where  the 
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writer  is  unable  to  ascertain.  A  few  years  ago  (say  thirty)  tliere  were 
many  tanneries  in  successful  operation  in  this  section  of  the  state,  but 
now,  on  account  of  tlie  scarcity  of  hemlock  bark  in  this  section,  and  the 
tendency  to  combine,  nearly  all  have  been  driven  out  of  the  business  in 
this  and  other  parts  of  Vermont,  and  the  tanning  business  transferred  to 
the  hemlock  forests  of  othCr  states. 

The  only  cotton-mill  operated  in  this  part  of  the  state  was  l^uilt  on 
"  Swanton  Hill,"  about  1820,  by  William  O.  Gadcomb,  then  of  St.  Al- 
bans. The  only  article  manufactured  was  cotton  yarn,  and  this  was  in 
great  demand  among  the  settlers,  being  used  as  warp  in  the  hand -loom 
in  making  linen  and  other  cloth  for  family  use.  The  mill  was  erected 
on  a  small  stream  that  empties  into  l^^airfield  j^ond  a  few  rods  below  tlie 
site  of  the  mill.  The  writer  visited  the  spot  a  few  years  ago,  and  the 
walls  and  parts  of  water-wheels  and  other  machinery  still  remained. 
On  this  same  site  and  on  the  old  walls  a  saw-mill  was  built  quite 
recently  by  Lewis  &  Morton,  of  St.  Albans.  The  cotton  for  the  old 
mill  came  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain  to  St.  Albans  Bay,  and  then 
through  the  woods  by  horse  and  ox- teams  to  the  mill. 

Ship  Bnildiiig. — In  1820  S.  W.  &  S.  S.  Keyes  built  a  first-class 
•boat,  sloop  st\-le,  at  the  I^^alls  just  below  the  dam  ;  this  was  the  first 
built  here  or  in  this  section,  and  the  launching  was  a  great  event,  and  the 
country  people  came  in  for  miles  around  to  witness  the  novel  scene.  It 
was  chiistcncd,  as  it  plunged  into  the  river,  Moiiigoificry,  and  \vas 
used  by  the  Keyeses  in  shipping  lumber  from  liighgate  and  Swanton  to 
Whitehall.  In  1823  another  large  boat,  canal  style,  schooner  rigged, 
was  built  by  Julius  H.  Rice,  Samuel  Hoflliian,  and  Thomas  Glark.  This 
boat  was  named  the  WasJiingtoii,  and  was  run  by  Gaptain  Thomas 
Clark  for  many  years.  Thomas  Webster,  becoming  the  owner  of 
the  Waslii)igton,  rebuilt  her,  after  which  she  was  commanded  by 
George  \\ .  Webster,  running  up  and  down  the  lake  and  to  New  York 
cit)',  and  it  is  said  did  a  good  business  for  years.  The  Royal  Oak 
was  next,  and  was  built  in  1825  by  Samuel  Bullard.  After  the  opening 
of  the  Champlain  Canal  these  boats  were  mostly  engaged  in  carrying 
pine  lumber  from  the  Falls  direct  to  New  York,  also  spruce  and 
hemlock  later  on  ;  but  the  shipping  of  lumber  from  Swanton  ended 
about  1848.    These  boats,  on  their  return  trips  from  New  York,  brought 
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cargoes  of  nicrcliandise  for  the  merchants  of  Swanton,  Highgate,  and 
towns  cast.  Iron  from  the  Barney  forge  and  marble  from  the  marble^ 
mills  were  taken  in  boats  through  tlie  lake  to  New  York  markets.  Since 
1880  quite  a  number  of  steam  )'achts  ]ia\e  been  built  licrc,  the  largest 
of  which  was  the  Ilaltic  Bclh\  built  by  George  F.  Atwood  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $1,500  or  more.  She  was  adapted  for  river  and  lake,  and  in 
fact  was  a  staunch,  fine  boat.  Atwood  sold  her  to  Charles  C.  Gi'more, 
and  he  made  many  trips  with  her  up  and  down  tlie  river,  through  the 
lake,  down  to  St.  Johns,  P.  O.,  and  wherever  he  or  his  friends  desired 
to  go  in  pursuit  of  game  or  pleasure.  The  Hattic  Belle  did  the  car- 
rying trade  for  the  camping,  fishing,  and  hunting  parties  starting  out 
from  Swanton  h\ills  for  a  number  of  years.  Gilmore  sold  her  in  the 
summer  of  1890  to  St.  Albans  parties.  Captain  F.  J.  Ilawly  and  V .  D. 
Lapelle  own  a  good  steam  )'acht,  built  b)'  them  to  be  used  in  summer 
in  going  to  and  fiom  camp,  and  in  making  forays  on  fi.sh  and  game  down 
the  river  and  in  back  bays  and  creeks.  ]^oat- houses  line  the  banks  of 
the  river  below  the  dam  where  the  yachts  and  small  boats  arc  housed 
during  the  winter  and  when  not  in  use.  Steam  yachts  are  also  owned 
by  Dorman  &  Jewett,  l)arnes  &  Ilosinger,  Furman,  Brown  &  Allen, 
and  others.  The  Missisquoi,  from  the  Falls  to  the  lake,  cannot  be  ex- 
celled for  pleasure  boating. 

Public  Houses  or  Hotels. — I'Jie  first  hotel  was  located  where  Lorenzo 
Laselle  now  owns  and  li\  es,  and  was  run  by  Asa  Holgate  ficm  1793  to 
'98.  This  was  the  first  hotel  in  town.  Mr.  Holgate  d\'ing,  his  widow 
continued  to  manage  it  until  1802.  She  was  succeeded  by  Theophilus 
Mansfield  to  about  1821  ;  then  John  R.  Phelps,  Capron,  Harrison  Ste- 
vens, and  lastly  Thomas  Webster,  in  1826.  The  next  hotel  at  the  P^alls 
was  built  on  the  site  where  stands  the  residence  of  William  H.  Blake,  2d, 
and  at  first  called  the  old  Stevens  stand.  Fzra  Jones  was  landlord  from 
1805  to  181  2  ;  Nathaniel  Stearns  from  18  12  to  1825;  James  Brown  from 
1825  to  1826;  Rice  from  1826  to  1828  ;  Nelson  Bullard,  1828-33  ;  Cal- 
vin Perry,  1833-37  5-  William  Cain,  1837-41  ;  Nelson  Bullard,  1841-49; 
L.  D.  Trurrill,  1849-58.  This  old-time  and  popular  stand  was  burned 
in  1858.  The  next  in  order  w.'is  called  the  P2agle  Hotel,  on  the  same 
site  where  stands  the  Central  House,  now  owned  and  managed  by  J.  F. 
Kelly.    The  first  landlord  was  Thomas  Webster,  1825;  James  Brown, 
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1827;  Samuel  Curtis,  1830;  Mrs.  Samuel  Stevens,  1831;  Lorenzo 
Perry,  1833  5  I^^^niel  B.  Marvin,  1835  i  Thomas  Dimon,  same  year,  1835; 
W.  Keys,  1836;  Samuel  Stevens,  1837;  Harry  Assclstyne,  1838-41  ; 
William  Cain,  1842  ;  Homer  E.  Loveland,  1844-46;  Mrs.  Samuel  Ste- 
vens, 1847;  ^^'ard  Barney,  1848;  Stiles  J^^axc  n,  1851;  William  Keys, 
1852  ;  Horace  Stearns,  1853  ;  William  Ke)'s  again  in  1854,  and  lie 
changed  the  name  to  "Central";  Erastus  C.  Jcnnison,  1856-66; 
Widow  Jennison  «&  Sons,  S.  H.  and  vStephen,  1866-69;  ^^^^''^^C-'^.  1869- 
70;  C.  F.  Smith,  1870-S0.  The  Central  was  enlarged  and  generally 
repaired  b\'  C.  F.  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  sold  to  J.  C.  Babbitt,  who  leased 
it  to  a  Brattleboro  i]ian  by  the  name  of  Lawrence.  Thomas  S.  Babbitt, 
son  of  J.  C,  succeeded  Lawrence  in  1882,  and  managed  it  until  1884; 
then  S.  H.  Jennison,  son  of  l^rastus,  came  here  and  leased  it,  and  oper- 
ated it  for  one  year,  and  he  was  succeeded,  in  the  spring  of  1S85,  by  J.  F. 
Kelly,  tlie  present  landh^rd.  This  hotel  is  now  one  of  the  best  in  the  state, 
and  is  as  well  managed  and  as  popular  as  any.  Mr.  Kelly  has  made  a  good 
many  improvements  to  the  property  outside  and  in,  by  building,  repair- 
ing, painting,  etc.  It  is  of  brick  and  a  fine  looking  structure,  standing 
on  the  corner  of  Grand  avenue  and  First  street.  On  the  west  side  of 
the  river  at  the  Falls  the  first  to  o[)en  a  hotel  were  Ira  and  Erastus 
Church,  in  1823.  Ira  Church  and  widow  continued  down  to  1854, 
when  Stiles  Faxon  ran  it  for  awhile;  William  Keys  followed  in  1856- 
65;  Hammond,  1865-69;  William  Keys  again,  1869-72;  J.  I.,  Gibbs, 
1872-74.  In  I  874  R.  Lester  Barney  bought  the  hotel  property,  moved 
back  the  old  builJing.  and  put  up  a  new  modern  building,  fitted  it  up 
and  named  it  the  Ikirncy  House,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas 
Bolack  was  tlie  first  landlord  under  the  new  name.  It  was  sold  in  1S76  to 
Charles  &  William  Pease,  who  managed  it  until  187S,  when  it  was  sold 
to  A.  T.  Kellogg.  In  1880  the  property  came  into  the  possession  of  E.  A. 
Sowles.  esq.  He  added  a  third  story  and  changed  the  name  to  the 
"  American  House,"  and  leased  it  to  J.  F.  Kelly,  who  ran  it  until  1885, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  run  by  A.  P.  Heirick,  jr.,  and  F".  B.  Martel, 
and  by  a  Mr.  Hill.  In  the  east  part  of  the  town,  at  a  place  known  as 
Green's  Corners,  a  hotel  was  opened  in  1796,  and  run,  first,  by  William 
Green,  a  pioneer  in  that  section  ;  after  by  Scofield,  Jackson,  Butler, 
.Ordway,  and  George  Green.    There  has  been  no  hotel  in  this  part  of 
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the  town  since  1833.  On  the  middle  road  Clark  Hubbard  commenced 
keeping  hotel  in  179S,  and  he  was  followed  by  Jarib  Jackson,  Ora  VVil- 
lard,  Daniel  Campbell,  Daniel  B.  Miegs,  and  Seth  W.  Ilathawa)'  ending 
in  the  year  183 1.  On  the  west  road,  near  the  Daniel  Bnllard  brick 
house,  Levi  Hathaway  commenced  keeping  hotel  in  1797.  Nathaniel 
Stearns,  John  R.  Phelps,  Adam  Andros  and  Jolin  B.  Keep  followed  him 
in  the  same  building,  but  after  1834  it  was  abandoned  as  a  tavern.  On 
the  same  road,  a  mile  or  more  farther  south,  and  the  same  house  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  Samuel  Bullard,  was  the  hotel  known  as  and 
called  the  Old  Stone  Tavern.  This  was  built  by  Samuel  ]-iullard,  grand- 
fatlier  of  the  present  owner,  in  18 19,  and  was  run  by  liim,  his  widow, 
and  son  Charles  until  1832,  and  was  the  half- way  house  between  Swan- 
ton  Falls  and  St.  Albans  village.  There  is  a  summer  hotel  on  the  lake 
shore,  near  Maquam  dock  and  the  terminus  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  and 
Lake  Champlain  Railroad,  owned  by  the  railroad  company,  erected  a 
few  years  ago  by  the  I\Taquam  Land  Company.  It  was  first  built  at 
Sheldon,  Vt.,  taken  down  and  brought  here  by  railroad  and  put  up,  and 
finished  and  furnished  in  first-class  manner,  intended  for  summer  travel 
and  city  boarders,  and  is  open  in  the  summer  season  only.  It  is  quite 
an  imposing  building  and  nicely  located.  It  is  about  two  miles  west 
from  Swanton  village,  and  is  now  under  a  lease  to  C.  F.  Smith,  who 
opens  it  in  summer  for  city  patronage  mainly.  There  are  only  two 
regular  hotels  in  town  at  present. 


CHAPTER  XXL 
HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FNOSBURGH. 

THli  town  of  PZnosburgh  was  brought  into  existence  through  the 
medium  of  a  grant  issued  by  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden,  under 
the  recommendation  of  the  General  Assembly,  during  the  year  1780. 
At  this  particular  period  the  authorities  of  the  state  were  greatly  in  need 
of  funds  \vith  which  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  government  and  provide 
53 
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for  military  defenses  on  the  northern  frontier  ;  therefore,  on  the  loth  of 
March,  1780,  a  committee  of  the  Assembly,  cliosen  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  for  frontier  defenses,  made  a  report  by  which  it  was  recom- 
mended that  the  governor  grant,  or  order  to  be  granted,  four,  five,  or  six 
townships  of  land  "  if  it  can.  be  found  without  danger  of  lapping  on  the 
former  grants." 

In  pursuance  of  this  report,  on  the  12th  oflMarch,  Governor  Chitten- 
den made  grants  of  six  towns — Berkshiie,  Enosburgh,  Richford,  Mont- 
gomery, Wyllis  (Jay),  and  Westfield  ;  all  being,  as  will  be  noticied,  in 
the  northern  region  of  the  state,  and  of  lands  not  previously  granted. 

The  conditions  upon  which  Enosburgh.  and  the  others  as  well,  was 
granted  were :  "  That  each  proprietor  of  said  townships  pay  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  state,  or  a  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  the 
'sum  of  eight  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  made  good  as  it  passed  current 
in  the  year  1774.  That  the  proprietors  of  Enosburgh  and  Westfield 
make  payment  to  the  said  committee  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  on  payment  of  which  charters  of  incorporation  will  be  given.  And 
each  proprietor  of  the  above  townships,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall  plant  and 
cultivate  five  acres  of  land,  and  build  a  house  at  least  eighteen  feet 
square  on  the  floor,  or  have  one  family  settled  on  each  respective  right 
or  share  of  land  within  the  term  of  four  years  after  the  circumstances  of 
the  war  will  admit  of  a  settlement  with  safety,  on  penalty  of  the  forfeiture 
of  each  respective  right  or  share  of  land  in  said  townships,  and  the  same 
to  revert  to  the  freem.en  of  this  state,  to  be  by  their  representatives  rc- 
•granted  to  such  persons  as  shall  appear  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  same. 
And  said  committee  is  empowered  to  erase  the  names  of  such  proprie- 
tors as  shall  not  appear  and  pay  the  money  aforesaid,  and  enter  others 
in  their  stead.  And  that  five  sixty- fifth  parts  in  said  township  be  re- 
served for  public  uses  in  this  state,  as  shall  be  hereafter  described  in  the 
charters  of  incorporation  for  said  towns,  as  also  all  pine  and  oak  timbers 
suitable  for  a  navy." 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  act  by  which  Enosburgh  was  created  ; 
and  such  were  the  conditions  on  which  the  grant  was  made.  But  the 
proprietors  or  those  holding  under  them  never  complied  with  the  strict 
requirements  of  their  grant,  nor,  on  this  account,  does  it  anywhere  ap- 
pear that  there  was  any  forfeiture  of  rights  by  any  of  the  grantees. 
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The  war  closed  in  1783,  and  settlenient  could  liave  been  made  with 
safety  very  soon  after  that  year,  but  none  was  made  by  tliat  time,  nor 
within  tlie  specified  four  }'ears  thereafter.  As  provided  by  the  grant 
the  grantees,  Roger  luios  and  his  associates,  paid  the  consideration  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  state,  and  thereafter,  on  the  1.5th  of  May,  1780, 
Governor  Cln'ttenden  issued  a  charter  for  the  town,  giving  to  it  these 
boundaries:  "Beginning  at  the  soutliwcst  corner  of  the  town  of  Berk- 
shire; tlience  east  in  the  south  Hue  of  Berksliire,  six  miles;  thence 
southerly  on  such  points  as  to  gain  six  miles  on  a  perpendicular  from 
the  south  line  of  said  l^eikshire  ;  thence  west  parallel  with  said  south 
line  of  Berkshire,  to  the  easterly  line  of  the  land  heretofore  granted  by 
New  Hampshire  (Sheldon  or  Hungerford)  ;  thence  northerly  in  such 
hne,  to  the  bounds  began  at,  as  will  contain  the  contents  of  six  miles 
square,  and  no  more.  And  that  the  same  is  hereby  incorporated  a  town 
by  the  name  of  Enosburgh  ;  and  the  inhabitants  that  do  or  hereafter 
shall  inhabit  the  said  town,  are  declared  to  be  enfranchised,  and  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  that  other  towns  within  this  state  do 
by  law  exercise  and  enjoy.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  granted  and 
described  tract  of  land,  as  above  expressed,  with  all  the  privileges  and 
appurtenances  to  them,  and  to  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  forever." 

Of  the  "five  sixty- fifth  parts,"  reserved  for  public  uses,  specified  in 
the. grant,  tlie  charter  provided  that  one  share  be  set  apart  for  the  use 
and  support  of  a  seminary  or  college  within  the  state  ;  one  share  to  the 
first  settled  minister  of  the  gospel,  to  be  disposed  of  for  that  purpose  as 
the  town  shall  dnect ;  one  share  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  ministry; 
one  share  for  the  support  of  the  grammar  schools  throughout  this  state; 
and  one  share  for  the  use  and  support  of  a  school  or  schools  \vithin  said 
town. 

The  town  of  Enosburgh  was  named  by  Governor  Chittenden  in  honor 
of  its  chief  proprietor,  Major- General  Roger  Enos,  who  entered  the 
Continental  army  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  In  the  ex- 
pedition conducted  by  Brigadier- General  Arnold  through  the  forests  of 
Maine  to  Quebec,  in  the  autumn  of  1775,  General  Enos  commanded  the 
rear  division  of  the  army,  which  consisted  of  eleven  hundred  men. 
When  the  difficulties  were  so  great  as  to  make  the  enterprise  question- 
able a  council  of  war  was  held,  and  it  was  determined  to  go  on,  and 
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Enos  was  ordered  to  bring  up  his  strongest  men  and  leave  the  sick  and 
feeble  to  return,  but  li^nos  took  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  return- 
ing with  his  whole  command.  His  conduct  was  severely  criticized,  but 
his  action  was  excused  on  account  of  the  circumstances  that  promi)ted  it. 
Says  a  recent  writer  :  "  General  Enos  first  appeared  in  Vermont  histoiy  in 
March,  1780,' when  the  town  of  Enosburgh  was  granted  to  him  and  his  as- 
sociates. He  next  appears  as  above,  commander  of  all  Vermont  troops  in 
service,  where  he  was  among  the  few  cognizant  of  the  Haldimand  Cor- 
respondence, and  governed  his  military  movements  accordingly.  His 
residence  was  in  Hartland  until  after  1791,  as  the  record  shows  that  he 
represented  that  town  on  several  occasions  from  October,  1782,  to  Octo- 
ber, 1792.  The  closing  years  of  his  life  were  spent  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Ira  Allen,  in  Colchester,  where  he  died  October  6,  1808.  He  was 
a  major-general  in  the'  Vermont  militia."  But  whatever  prominence 
may  have  come  to  General  linos  by  virtue  of  his  connection  with  the 
civil  and  military  affairs  of  the  state,  and  w  hatever  riches  may  have  been 
acquired  b)'  him  in  connection  with  the  charter  of  this  town,  he  never- 
theless became  reduced  in  circumstances  in  later  life,  and  was  confined 
in  jail  under  the  act  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt;  but  for  this 
misfortune  he  was  subsequently  released  under  a  special  act  of  the  legis- 
lature. Neither  Roger  Enos  nor  any  of  his  fifty- nine  associate  grantees 
are  understood  as  ever  having  become  permanent  residents  of  the  town. 

Although  the  .  town  of  Enosburgh  was  granted  as  early  as  March, 
1780,  the  proprietors  do  not  appear  to  have  done  anything  looking  to 
its  settlement  and  improvement  until  some  fifteen  years  later,  except  to 
have  caused  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  town's  boundaries.  But  the 
state  in  1 789  seems  to  have  assessed  the  town  to  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds,  six  shillings,  and  threepence,  expenses  of  surveying  town  lines, 
done  by  Ira  Allen  and  James  Whitelaw,  who  had  been  successive  sur- 
veyors-general about  that  period.  In  this  connection,  upon  the  making 
of  the  above  assessment,  the  proprietors  protested,  and  said  they  had  al- 
ready caused  the  survey  to  be  made,  upon  which  the  collection  of  the  tax 
was  suspended  until  an  investigation  should  be  made.  An  examination 
into  this  matter  showed  that  the  proprietors  had  made  the  survey  and  paid 
the  cost  of  it  as  they  alleged.  But  Enosburgli  did  not  always  continue 
according  to  the  boundaries  described  in  the  original  grant,  for  an  act 
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of  October  31,  1 798,  took  a  tract  of  land  from  Bakersfield  and  annexed 
it  to  this  town. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  pioprictar\'  of  Enosburgh,  of  whicli  tl^ere 
appears  to  be  any  present  record,  was  that  held  the  Stli  of  September, 
1795,  in' pursuance  of  an  "advertisement"  issued  by  Councilor  Saniuel 
Safford,  dated  Bennington,  July  18,  1795.  By  this  warning  the  pro- 
prietors were  directed  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Joseph  leaker  in  Ikikers- 
field,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  tlie  day  named.  In  pursuance 
of  the  warning  the  meeting  w  as  held,  at  which  time  Captain  Jcdediah 
Hyde  was  chosen  moderator  ;  Martin  D.  Follett,  proprietors'  clerk  ; 
Stephen  House,  collector;  Levi  House,  treasurer.  Jcdediah  Hyde, 
Stephen  House,  Samuel  Sheldon,  Levi  House,  Amos  Draper,  Joseph 
Baker,  and  Martin  13.  Follett  were  chosen  a  committee  to  allot  the  town 
'  in  one  or  more  divisions  and  to  lay  out  and  clear  roads.  To  meet  the 
expense  of  this  work  tlicre  was  voted  a  tax  of  ten  dollars  on  each  pro- 
prietor's right.  On  the  9th  of  September  the  proprietors  held  a  meeting 
at  Cambridge,  at  which  time  it  was  voted  to  lay  out  ten  acres  of  land  for  a 
public  parade;  and  at  a  meeting  held  at  Ijakersfield,  October  24,  1795, 
it  was  voted  to  give  Stephen  House  forty  acres  of  land  for  building  a  saw 
and  grist-mill  in  the  town.  Proprietors'  meetings  were  held  at  various 
times  and  places  until  about  the  year  1823,  when  they  were  dropped,  or  be- 
came merged  in  the  town  meetings  held  by  the  inhabitants;  at  least  no 
record  appears  to  be  in  existence  showing  such  meetings  of  date  more 
recent  than  1823. 

•  Tradition  has  it  that  the  first  settlement  in  Enosburgh  was  made  dur- 
ing the  year  1796,  by  a  family  named  Balch,  whose  abode  was  in  the 
west  part  of  the  town,  on  what  was  called  Balch  Hill  ;  that  the  child 
of  this  family,  Enos  Ikilch,  was  the  first  born  in  the  town;  that  it  was 
cradled  in  a  sap-trough,  but  notwithstanding  this  hardship  it  afterward 
became  a  man  of  much  prominence  —  a  respected  clergyman  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Other  authorities  contend  that  Anna 
Fish  Farrar,  the  daughter  born  to  Isaac  B.  and  Anna  Farrar,  was  the 
first  born  in  the  town,  the  date  of  that  event  being  June  4,  1798. 

In  1797  there  was  found  to  be  a  sufficient  number  of  inhabitants  and 
right"  owners  to  justify  the  full  organization  of  the  town,  by  the 
election  of  town  ofiicers  and  the  administration  of  affairs  within  the  juris- 
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diction  iiidependciU  of  the  proprietoi's  or  their  proceedings.  Accordingly, 
on  tlie  I2th  of  December,  1797,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace  Jason  Kingsley,  of 
Cambridge,  issued  a  warning  as  foHows  :  "  These  are  to  notify  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Enosburgh,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  who  are  qualified 
by  law  to  vote  in  town  meeting  to  meet  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Samuel 
Little  on  the  third  Monday  of  March  next,  then  and  there  to  act,"  etc. 
In  pursuance  of  this  warning  the  inhabitants  met  at  Samuel  Little's 
house  on  the  9th  of  March,  1798,  and  transacted  business  as  follows: 
Chose  Jonas  ]3righam,  moderator;  Isaac  ]).  Farrar,  town  clerk;  Charles 
Follett,  Samuel  Little,  and  Martin  Deming,  selectmen  ;  MosesFarrar,  con- 
stable; Benjamin  Follett,  surveyor  of  highways;  Joseph  Terrill,  hog-reefe. 
At  a  meeting  held  later  in  the  same  month  the  records  disclose  what 
would  now  appear  to  be  a  highly  unwarrantable  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  selectmen,  being  a  "license"  granted  thus:  "Enosburgh,  March 
27,  179S.  This  may  certify  that  we  do  approve  of  Mr.  Lewis  Sweet- 
land's  entertaining,  and  retailing  liquors  by  small  quantity,  as  an  inn- 
keeper, at  his  house  in  Enosburgh,  for  one  year  from  this  date.  Charles 
Follett,  Martin  Deming,  Samuel  Little,  selectmen." 

Town  Officers  CJioscn  in  1799. — William  ])aibcr,  moderator;  Samuel 
Little,  pro  tcvipore  ;  Wheelock  Feet,  town  clerk  ;  Martin  Deming, 

Isaac  B.  Farrar,  Martin  D.  Follett,  selectmen  ;  William  Barber,  treas- 
urer; Moses  Farrar,  constable  ;  \Villiam  J^arber,  Edward  Baker,  Nathan 
Pierce,  listers;  Moses  P^arrar,  collector;  Lewis  Sweetland,  grand  juror; 
Martin  D.  Follett,  Amos  Balch,  Micah  Rockwood,  Edward  Jkiker,  sur- 
veyors of  highways  ;  William  Barber,  Wheelock  Peet,  Anson  FIull,  hay- 
wards. 

Now  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  the  reader's  attention  the  names 
of  as  many  as  possible  of  the  pioneer  residents  of  Enosburg,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  there  be  made  a  record  of  those  who  took  the  "  freeman's 
oath  "  at  various  times  down  to  and  inclusive  of  the  year  1810,  at  w^hich 
time  it  is  fairly  conceded  that  pioneership  was  at  an  end.  The  following 
persons  became  qualified  freemen  at  the  time  indicated  :  Sej^tember  3, 
1799:  Stephen  House,  Erastus  Swift,  Challis  Safford,  Lewis  Sweetland, 
Samuel  Little,  Moody  Clark,  Amos  Lawrence,  Wheelock  Peet,  Martin 
D.  Follett,  Martin  Deming,  Henry  Hopkins,  Ralph  Stern,  PZdward 
Baker,  Amos  Fassett,  Stephen  Jones,  Anson  Hull,  Micah  Rockwood, 
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David  Fassett,  James  Follett,  Talma  Hendrick,  Oliver  Hutcliins,  Amos 
Balch,  Josluia  I\liller,Amaziah  Clark,  Nathan  Pierce, Cyrus Balch,  Thomas 
Richards,  John  Coburn.  1 800  :  Solomon  Gilbert,  Charles  Rozier,  David 
Davis,  Jolin  Barber,  Paul  Diicll.  1802  :  Samuel  H.  Taylor,  David  Fas- 
sett,  jr.,  Amos  Fassett,  jr.,  Israel  H.  Gunn,  Robert  l^arbcr,  Ebenezer 
Farrar,  Philetus  Sweetland,' Benjamin  Holden.  1804:  Solomon  Dimick, 
Solomon  Crook,  Samuel  Todd,  Rhoderick  Owen,  James  Eaton,  James 
Bassett,  Elisha  Fassett,  S.  Smith,  Isaiah  Phelps,  S.  Smith,  Henry  Albrow, 
Enos  Pease,  Elisha  I^oyce,  Jonathan  Eagar,  Isaac  ]3ald\vin,  Amos  Under- 
wood, George  Bassett,  Plenry  Putnam,  Horace  Jones.  March  26,  1806  : 
Thomas  Emmons,  Artemas  Taft,  Jehiel  Barnum,  Leonard  Read,' Leon- 
ard Read,  jr.,  Josiah  Baldwin,  John  C.  Waller,  Ebenezer  Phelps,  Joseph 
Waller,  Moody  Clark.  September  2,  1806:  Daniel  Stevens,  ICliphaz 
Eaton,  riarvey  Durguy,  Grove  Griswold,  Jonas  Boutelle,  Elijah  Nichols, 

Myer  Wright,  Benjamin  Dutton,    Fassett,  John  Perley,  John 

Kingsbury,  Stephen  Davis,  Benjamin  Smith,  David  Perley,  Benjamin 
Kinne,  Levi  Chapman.  September  3,  1806:  Benjamin  Albce,  Elisha 
Nichols,  Clark  Gilbert,  John  Whitcomb,  Moses  Whitcomb,  Timothy 
Dimmiclc,  Ebenezer  Bogue,  Iiphraim  Adams,  Samuel  Cooper,  Jedathon 
Baldwin.  September,  1S08  :  Charles  Comstock,  John  Arbuckle,  Daniel 
Johnson,  jr.,  PLnoch  Johnson,  John  Ripley,  Enoch  Pease,  Abijah  Rice, 
Plolcomb  Fassett,  Asa  Chamberlain,  Lewis  Sweetland,  jr.,  Thomas 
Fuller,  Daniel  Johnson,  2d,  lliomas  Burbank,  PJaniel  Johnson,  Job 
Thomas,  Peter  AUard,  Asahel  Whitcomb,  Amos  Dunning,  Ebenezer 
Baldwin.  September,  1809:  Spaulding  Day,  Elisha  Taylor,  Caleb 
Stevens,  William  Granger,  IMichael  Jepson,  Samuel  Bcssee,  Calvin 
Stewart,  Daniel  F'inn,  Hiomas  Richardson,  Charles  Burbank,  Thomas 
Stevens,  Asa  Rozier,  Anthony  Bessee,  James  Arbuckle,  Nathaniel 
Brown,  Charles  Montgomery,  George  Flint,  William  Morey,  Gideon 
Mott,  Theodore  B.  Ilaight,  John  Mint,  Thomas  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Iloyt, 
William  Gay,  Joseph  Waters,  James  Lockwood,  Henry  Burbank,  Bishop 
Burnett,  Amos  Allen.  September,  1810  :  Samuel  Rowley,  Rufus  Ward, 
Thomas  E.  Richards,  Jeremiah  Hutchings,  Jonathan  Kellogg,  Nehe- 
miah  Phillips,  Solomon  Hurd,  Gilbert  Ha}-es,  Anthony  Gay,  Horatio  G. 
Hawkins,  Jacob  Pomero}-,  Dolphus  Paul,  Benjamin  Smith,  jr., Valentine 
Sergeant. 
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Town  Clerks  and  Selectmen. — 1798:  Isaac  B.  Fanar,  clerk;  Charles 
Follett,  Samuel  Little,  Martin  Denlin<^^  selectmen.  1799:  \\'heelock 
Peet,  clerk;  Martin  Deming,  Isaac  B.  Farrar,  Martin  D.  Follett,  select- 
men. 1800:  Challis  Safford,  clerk;  Edward  Baker,  Nathaniel  Gris- 
wold,  W'heelock  Peet,  selectmtn.     1801  :  Amos  J^assett,  clerk;  Martin 

D.  Follett,  Nathaniel  Griswold,  Samuel  Little,  selectmen.  I  802  :  Will- 
iam Barber,  clerk  ;  Amos  Fassett,  Stephen  House,  James  Traccy,  select- 
men. 1803:  William  l^arbcr,  clei k  ;  Amos  h'assett,  Stephen  House, 
Martin  D.  Follett, selectmen.  1804:  William  Barber,  clerk  ;  Amos  l^^as- 
sett,  Ciiallis  Safford,  James  Tracey,  selectmen.  1805  :  William  Barber, 
clerk  ;  Challis  Safford,  James  Tracey,  Henry  Hopkins,  selectmen.  1806: 
William  Barber,  clerk;  Thomas  Pollard,  l^phraim  Adams,  Nathaniel 
Griswold.  selectmen.    1S07  :  W.  Barber,  clerk  ;  T.  M.  Pollard,  \i.  y\danis, 

•  N.  Giiswold,  selectmen.  1808:  Wm.  l^arber,  clerk  ;  Ephraim  Adams, 
William  Barber,  Harve\'  Durk-ee,  selectmen.  1809:  William  Barber"^ 
clerk;  P>phraim  Adams,  William  Baiber,  Challis  Safford,  selectmen. 
1810:  William  Ik'irber,  clerk;  Martin  D.  Follett,  Jolin  C.  Waller, 
Harve)'  Durkee,  selectmen.  181  I  :  Eliphaz  Eaton,  clerk  ;  Martin  D. 
J-^ollett,  p4)hraim  Adams.  John  Adams,  selectmen.  1812:  E.Eaton, 
'  clerk  ;  Martin  \).  Follett,  Jehiel  R.  Barnum,  Jonas,  l)Outelle,  selectmen. 
i8t3  :  E.  Eaton,  clerk;  Martin  D.  Follett,  Jehiel  R.  Barnum,  Jonas 
Boutelle,  selectmen.  1814:  E.Eaton,  clerk;  Jonas  i^outelle,  William 
Barber,  Nathaniel  Griswold,  selectmen.  1S15  :  h^aton,  clerk;  Jonas 
Boutelle,  William  l^arber,  Thomas  Fuller,  selectmen.  1816:  PI  P2aton, 
plerk  ;  Caleb  Stevens,  Joseph  Waller,  Levi  Nichols,  selectmen.  1817: 

E.  Eaton,  clerk  ;  Levi  Nichols,  Solomon  W'illiams,  Joseph  Waller,  select- 
men. 1818:  E.  l^aton,  clerk;  Joseph  Waller,  Charles  Stevens,  Challis 
Saftord,  selectmen.  1S19:  E.  Eaton,  clerk;  Jonas  Boutelle,  Joseph 
Waller,  Charles  Stevens,  selectmen.  i  S20  :  E.  Eaton,  clerk  ;  Joseph 
Waller,  E.  Eaton,  Charles  Stevens,  selectmen.  1821  :  E.  Eaton,  clerk-  ; 
John  Adams,  Samuel  Todd,  Jonas  Boutelle,  selectmen.  1822  :  E  Eaton, 
clerk ;  Jonas  J^outelle,  John  Adams,  Samuel  Todd,  selectmen.  1823: 
E.  P^aton,  clerk  ;  Jonas  l^outelle,  John  Adams,  Samuel  Bessee,  select- 
men. 1824:  M  Eaton,  clerk;  Jonas  Boutelle.  Samuel  Bessee,  William 
Ovitt,  selectmen.  1825:  E.  Eaton,  clerk;  William  Barber,  Austin 
Fuller,  Thomas  PTiller,  selectmen.     1826:  E.  Eaton,  clerk;  William 
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Barber,  John  Adams,  Austin  Fuller,  selectmen.  1827:  Thomas  Fuller, 
clerk;  jehicl  R.  Barnum,  Jolm  Adams,  Martin  D  Follett,  selectmen. 
1828:  Thomas  Fuller,  clerk;  J.  R.  Barnum,  John  Adams,  Jonas  Bou- 
telle,  selectmen.  1829:  Thomas  Fuller,  clerk;  J.  R.  ]3arnum,  Samuel 
Bessee,  Jonas  Boutellc,  selectmen.  1830:  Horace  Eaton,  clerk  ;  Jonas 
Boutelle,  J.  R.  Barnum,  Samuel  Kendall,  selectmen,  1831:  Horace 
Eaton,  clerk  ;  Jonas  Boutellc,  J.  R.  Barnum,  Samuel  Kendall,  selectmen. 
1832:  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  Jonas  Boutelle,  Jchiel  R.  l^arnum,  Bennett 
Eaton,  selectmen.  1833:  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  Samuel  Kendall,  Thomas 
Fuller,  Timothy  K.  Adams,  selectmen.  1834  :  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  Tim- 
othy K.  Adams,  John  Adams,  Jonas  ]-)Outelle,  selectmen.  1835  • 
H.  Eaton,  clerk  ;  Timothy  K.  Adams,  Harding  Allen,  Bennett  Eaton, 
selectmen.  1836:  II.  Eaton,  clerk;  Timothy  K.  Adams,  Horace 
Adams,  Bennett  Eaton,  selectmen.  1837:  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  Timothy 
K.  Adams,  Horace  Adams,  Bennett  Eaton,  selectmen.  1838  :  II.  Eaton, 
clerk;  Jonas  Boutelle,  Charles  B.  Maynard,  Horatio  N.  Barber,  select- 
men. 1839:  H.  Eaton,  clerk  ;  Jonas  ])Outellc,  Horatio  N. Barber,  C.  B. 
Maynard,  selectmen.  1840:  II.  Eaton,  clerk;  Jonas  Boutelle,  H.  N. 
Barber,  P.  E.  Smith,  selectmen.  1841  :  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  Jonas  Bou- 
telle, H.N.  Barber,  P.  E.  Smith. selectmen.  1842  ;  H.Eaton,  clerk  ;  Will- 
iam N.  Smith,  Timothy  K.  Adams,  Clark  ]3arne.s,  selectmen.  1843  :  H. 
Eaton,  clerk  ;  William  N.  Smith, Clark  Barnes,  Chester  Waller,  selectmen. 
1844:  H.  Eaton,  clerk  ;  C.  B.  Maynard,  Clark  Barnes,  Chester  Waller, 
selectmen.  1845:  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  C.  B.  Maynard,  Clark  Barnes, 
Jonas  Eaton,  selectmen.  1S46:  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  C.  B.  Maynard,  Clark 
Barnes,  Bennett  H.  Eaton,  selectmen.  1847:  H.  Eaton,  clerk;  C.  B. 
Maynard,  Bennett  Eaton,  Caleb  R.  Brewer,  selectmen.  1848  :  Theo- 
dorus  Piatt,  clerk  ;  C.  B.  Maynard,  Bennett  P>aton,  F.  C.  Kimball, 
selectmen.  1849:  Theodorus  Piatt,  clerk;  C.  B.  Maynard,  George 
Adams,  F.  C.  Kimball,  selectmen.  1 850:  T.  Piatt,  clerk  ;  C.  B.  Maynard, 
George  Adams,  J.  M.  Dean,  selectmen.  1851:  T.  Piatt,  clerk;  C.  B. 
Maynard,  J.  M.  Dean,  Caleb  R.  Brewer,  selectmen.  1852  :  T.  Piatt, 
clerk;  J.  C.Bryant,  George  Adams,  Clark  Barnes,  selectmen.  1853: 
T.  Piatt,  clerk ;  J,  C.  Bryant,  F.  P.  Eeach,  A.  S.  Ladd,  selectmen. 
1854:  T.  Piatt,  clerk;  J.  C.  Bryant,  F.  P.  Leach,  A.  S.  Ladd,  select- 
men.    1855:  T.  Piatt,  clerk;  F.  P.  Leach,  A.  S.  Ladd,  J.  P.  Baker, 
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selectmen.  1856:  T.  Piatt,  clerk;  H.  N.  Barber,  John  P.  Baker,  C.  F. 
Eish,  selectmen.  1857:  William  R.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  H.  N.  Barber, 
John  P.  Baker,  C.  P\  P^ish,  selectmen.  1858:  W.  R.  Plutchinson,  clerk  ; 
H.  N.  Barber,  L.  Nichols,  J.  C.  Parker,  selectmen.  1859  :  W.  R.  Hutch- 
inson,' clerk;  J.  C.  Jjryant,  J.  C.  Parker,  E  B.  Ladcl,  selectmen.  i86q: 
W.  R.  Plutchinson,  clerk  ;  E.  B.  Ladd.  C.  R  Brewer,  A.  B.  McAllister, 
selectmen.     1861  :  W.  R.  Plutchinson,  clerk  ;  E.  B.  Ladd,  C.  R.  Brewer, 

A.  B.  iMcAllister,  selectmen.  1862:  W.  R.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  E.  B. 
Ladd,  C.  R.  Brewer,  A.  B.  McAllister,  selectmen.  1863  :  W.  R.  Plutch- 
inson, clerk;  Ellison  Maynard,  John  P.  Reed,  A.  IP  Baker,  selectmen. 
1864:  W.  R.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  C.  R.  Brewer,  A.  H.  Baker,  Daniel  B. 
Stetson,  selectmen.  1865  :  Caleb  R.  Brewer,  Daniel  B.  Stetson,  T.  P. 
Baker,  selectmen.  1866:  W.  R.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  C.  R.  l^rewer, 
F.  P.  Baker,  C.  S.  McAllister,  selectmen.  1867:  W.  R.  Hutchinson, 
clerk  ;  C.  R.  Brewer,  D.  B.  Stetson,  Samuel  PL  Dow,  selectmen,  1868  : 
W.  R.  Plutchinson,  clerk;  Samuel  H.  Dow,  A.  W.  Woodworth,  J.  B. 
Croft,  selectmen.  1869:  \V.  R.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  S.  PP  Dow,  A.  W. 
Woodworth,  J.  B.  Croft,  selectmen.  1870:  W.  R.  Plutchinson,  clerk; 
S.  H.  Bow,  A.  W.  Woodworth,  J.  B.  Crofr,  selectmen.  1871  :  W.  R. 
Hutchinson,  clerk;  A.  W.  W'oodworth,  J.  B.  Croft,  E.  H.  Sa)'les,  select- 
men. 1872  :  W.  R.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  Gardner  S.  P^assett,  F.  R.  Per- 
kins, John  G.  Jennc,  selectmen.  1873  :  W.  R.  Plutchinson,  clerk  ;  G.  S. 
P"'assett,  J.  G.  Jenne,  F.  R.  Perkins,  selectmen.  1874:  W.  R.  Hutchin- 
son, clerk;  G.  S.  P'^assett,  li.  B.  Ladd,  B.  H.  Rice,  selectmen.  1875: 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  C.  R.  Brewer,  B.  PI.  Rice,  William  H. 
IMcAllister,  selectmen.     1876  :  W'.  W.  Plutchinson,  clerk  ;  C.  R.  Brewer, 

B.  PP  Rice,  W.  H.  McAllister,  selectmen.  1877:  W.  W.  Plutchinson, 
clerk  ;  C.  R.  Brewer,  W.  H.  McAllister,  L.  S.  Woodworth,  selectmen. 
1878  :  W.  W.  Plutchinson,  clerk  ;  C.  R.  Brewer,  W.  H.  McAllister,  L.  S. 
Woodwortli,  selectmen.  1879:  W.  W.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  A.  M.  P^or- 
sytlie,  D.  B.  Stetson,  G.  S.  P'assett,  selectmen.  1880-82  :  W.W.  Plutch- 
inson, clerk;.  A.  M.  Forsythe,  D.  B.  Stetson,  G.  S.  P^assett,  selectmen. 
1883:  W.  \Y.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  G.  S.  Fassett,  Lyman  Gilbert,  S.  N. 
Plowe,  selectmen.  1884:  W^  W.  Hutchinson,  clerk;  G.  S.  P^'assett, 
Lyman  Gilbert,  A.  M.  Gladden,  selectmen,  1885  :  \\'.  W.  Plutchinson, 
clerk;  S.  N.  Plowe,  G.  H.  Nichols,  A.  M.  Gladden,  selectmen.  1886: 
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W.  W.  Hiitcbinson,  clerk;  S.N.Howe,  G.  II.  Nichols,  John  Whitney, 
selectmen.  1887:  VV.  \Y.  1:1  utchinson,  clerk;  G.  H.  Nichols,  Richard 
Smith,  A.  r.  Leach,  selectmen.  1888  :  W.  VV.  Hutchinson,  clerk  ;  G.  H. 
Nichols,  Kichard  Smith.  Alpheus  P.  Leach,  selectmen.  1889:  W.  W. 
Hutchinson,  clerk;  Richard  Smith,  Lyman  Gilbert,  Allen  H.  Manley, 
selectmen.  1 890  :  W.  W.  Hutchinson,  clerk  ;  Gardner  S.  Fassett,  Stan- 
ley Sayles,  Allen  H.  Manley,  selectmen. 

Rcprescntalives  in  Geuci^al  Asso/ibiy. — William  Barber,  1798- 1800; 
none  in  1801;  Stephen  House,  1802-07;  Martin  D.  Follett,  1808; 
William  Barber,  1809;  Martin  D.  Follett,  1810  ;  John  Adams,  1811-15  ; 
Nathaniel  Griswold,  1816-17;  Martin  D.  Follett,  1818-23;  Austin 
Fuller,  1824-25;  Thomas  luiller,  1826;  Jehiel  R.  Barnum,  1827-28; 
Horace  Eaton,  I  829-30  ;  Oliver  H.  Jvobinson,  1831-32;  John  Adams, 
1833-34;  Horace  Eaton,  1835-36;  Jonas  Boutclle,  1837-38;  Samuel 
Kendall,  1839-40;  Horatio  N.  I^arber,  1841-42;  Bennett  Eaton,  1843- 
44;  Charles  B.  Maynard,  1845-46;  Caleb  R.  Brewer,  1847;  J^nics  M- 
Dean,  1848-49;  Henry  Walbridge,  1850;  none  in  1851-53;  C.  A. 
Cramton,  1854-55;  Anson  S.  Ladd,  1856-57;  A.  W.  Woodworth, 
1858-59;  none  reported  in  1860-63;  W'illiam  R.  Hutchinson,  1864- 
65;  Hazen  B.  Ladd,  1866-67;  Caleb  R.  Brewer,  1868-69;  none  found 
in  records  for  1870-73  ;  Silas  Hopkins,  1874-75  ;  George  Adams,  1876- 
77;  John  G.  Jenne,  1878-79;  Charles  Allen,  1880-81;  William  Wat- 
son Hutchinson,  1882-83;  L)-man  Gilbert.  18S4-85;  Moses  P.  Perley, 
1886-87;  Samuel  H.  Dow,  1888-89;  Olin  Merrill,  1890-91. 

By  reference  to,  preceding  pages  it  will  be  noticed  that  many  nanies 
there  appear  as  pioneers  of  luiosburgh,  or  as  town  officers,  which  names 
also  appear  in  connection  with  other  towns  of  the  county.  The  early 
settlers  of  P^nosburgh  were  many  of  them  from  other  and  older  towns  of 
this  county,  while  others  were  from  more  distant  localities  of  the  state. 
The  lands  through  this  region  of  the  county  had  become  known  to  the 
people  living  southward  as  early  as  the  period  of  the  French  wars,  but  it 
was  then  hardly  imagined  that  settlement  and  improvement  could  ever 
advance  into  a  locality  so  remote  from  inhabited  districts;  and,  niore 
than  that,  before  the  final  extinguishment  of  the  French  dominion  in 
America  it  seemed  more  than  probable  that  the  early  wars  with  the 
Indians  would  never  terminate.    But  the  close  of  the  P^rench  and  Eng- 
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lish  war  in  1763  had  the  effect  of  subduiiif^  the  Indians  in  a  measure, 
but  their  depredations  were  continued  with  less  frequency  until  just  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  thus  rendering  settlement  in 
the  extreme  northern  region  not  only  hazardous,  but  actually  impossi- 
ble. The  state  authorities  of  Vermont  were  not  ignorant  of  this  condi- 
tion of  things  at  the  time  the  grant  for  these  towns  were  made,  and 
the  governor  wisely  provided  that  the  conditions  of  the  grants  need  not 
be  complied  with  so  far  as  settlement  was  concerned  until  it  could  be 
accomplished  with  safety. 

The  grant  and  charter  of  Enosburgh  were  made  during  the  year  1 780, 
yet  settlement  could  not  be  made  with  safety  until  some  years  later  ; 
but  it  appears  that  no  settlement  was  in  fact  made  until  about  the  year 
1796,  a  delay  that  may  be  in  part  accounted  for  in  the  fact  of  the 
troubles  existing  in  the  proprietary,  and  the  tardy  action  of  that  body  in 
opening  the  road  to  settlement  and  improvement.  These  land  compa- 
nies and  speculators  (for  they  were  nothing  else)  held  their  estates  and 
towns  for  some  time  beyond  that  provided  by  the  charters  in  which 
occupancy  should  commence ;  they  had  influence  with  the  governing 
power,  and  therefore  had  no  fear  that  their  rights  would  be  forfeited, 
and  by  holding  the  lands  unoccupied  they  were  able  to  realize  larger 
prices  in  their  sale  when  other  regions  should  be  taken  up  and  fully 
settled. 

And  another  reasonable  explanation  concerning  the  delay  in  settle- 
ment in  this  region  is  that,  at  the  period  between  the  granting  and  ac- 
tual occupancy,  there  v/as  a  disturbance  existing  between  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  in  Canada  and  the  United  States ;  and  although  there 
was  no  open  rupture  between  the  countries,  there  was  a  feeling  of  un- 
pleasantness growing  out  of  land  controversies,  and  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  maintain  an  armed  force  in  the 
region  of  now  Grand  Lsle  county,  and  at  other  points  on  the  frontier. 
With  this  feeling  existing,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  and  others  as  well,  were  somewhat  reluctant  about  coming  earlier 
than  they  did.  But  after  John  Jay's  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
the  British  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the  state,  thus  admitting  of  per- 
fect security  in  settlement.  In  1800  Enosburgh  had  a  population  of 
143,  or  its  equivalent  of  about  30  families.  By  18 10  the  number  of 
persons  had  increased  to  704,  or  about  140  families. 
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Although  tlie  pioneer  settlers  of  Enosburgh  found  many  difficulties 
and  obstacles  in  effecting  a  permanent  lodgment  in  the  town,  they  were 
not  embarrassed  by  the  almost  incredible  l^ardships  that  attended  set- 
tlement in  many  other  locaHties  at  an  earlier  day.  Fortunate  it  was  for 
the  pioneers  of  this  town  that  their  early  life  here  was  favored  by  the 
trade  relation  with  the  Province,  for  it  enabled  them  to  easiU'  obtain  such 
commodities  as  they  themselves  could  not  produce;  and  their  own 
productions  found  a  ready  market  for  exchange  and  barter  for  such 
necessaries  as  were  required  for  their  comfort.  But  the  Piesident  and 
Congress  of  the  United  States  felt  impelled  to  enact  and  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  the  embargo  and  -  non-intercourse  laws;  the  people  of  Knos- 
burgh  were  directly  injured,  and  had  recourse  to  such  methods  as  were 
employed  in  other  similar!}'  affected  towns;  and  when  the  Fedcial  au- 
'thorities  sent  armed  troops  to  compel  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  char- 
acterized as  insurgents  all  who  were  injured  by  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  and  sought  to  avoid  it  in  order  to  obtain  the  common  necessaries 
of  life,  then  the  people  met,  almost  with  one  accord,  and  expressed  their 
indignation  at  what  was  deemed  the  Federal  outrage.  On  the  first 
Monday  in  April,  1809,  a  meeting  was  held  in  tlie  town  to  take  action 
concerning  the  situation.  A  committee  consisting  of  Thomas  M.  Pol- 
lard, William  Barber,  Ephraim  Adams,  Stephen  House,  Martin  D.  Fol- 
lett,  Nathaniel  Griswold,  and  Eliphaz  Eaton  prepared  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  sentiment  of  the  town,  which  were  read,  discussed,  and 
adopted,  and  voted  to  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.    The  resolutions  were  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  town  that  the  severalembargo 
laws  passed  by  Congress,  and  more  especially  the  act  approved  on  the 
9th  day  of  January  last,  does  contain  provisions  for  exercising  arbitrary 
powers  grievous  to  the  good  people  of  this  community,  and  dangerous 
to  tlieir  common  liberties,  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  encroaching  on  the  immunities  of  this  state. 

"■'Resolved,  That  we  will  ever  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  according  to  the  true  letter  and  spirit  of  the  same.  Embargo  acts. 
Non-intercourse  laws,  Standing  armies,  and  Proclamations  declaiing  us 
in  a  state  of  insurrection  to  the  contrar}'  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  when  we  have  witnessed  our  common  highways 
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guarded  witli  armed  troops,  seen  the  property  of  our  fellow  citizens 
wrested  from  tliem  by  an  armed  force  without  the  least  shadow  of  legal 
authority,  we  are  constrained  to  say  and  declare  that,  should  wc  continue 
to  suffer  all  these  abuses  with  patient,  submissive  silence,  the  spirits  of 
our  patriarch  fathers,  who  nobl}^  fell  to  purchase  our  freedom,  would 
reproacli  us  as  being  unworth}^  to  be  called  their  descendants. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  are  in  duty  bound,  and  sliall  ever  respect  those 
officers  and  soldiers  lliat  are  called  in  defense  of  their  country  to  repel 
an  invading  foe  ;  but  that  we  do  highly  disapprove  the  recent  transac- 
tions of  tlie  armed  force  stationed  in  this  vicinity,  and  view  their  conduct 
incompatible  with  the  laws  of  this  state,  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  peace, 
and  also  of  the  Embargo  laws  under  which  the)'  pretend  to  act. 

''Resolved,  That  the  minority  in  Congress  are  entitled  to  the  thanks 
of  all  honest  men,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  tlic  grateful  remem- 
brance in  the  heart  of  every  independent  American  for  their  faithful  and 
unwearied  exertions  in  sup])orting  the  precious  liberties  of  their  country." 

The  expression  of  these  sentiments  disclosed  unmistakable  tendencies 
of  Federalism  on  the  part  of  those  who  participated  in  the  meeting,  but 
it  cannot  be  said  that  the  people  were  at  all  disloyal  to  the  Federal  gov- 
ernment, for  they  expressly  affirmed  allegiance  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  only  protested  against  what  was  considered  an  un- 
just and  unwarrantable  violation  of  their  established  rights  and  recog- 
nized custom.  But  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Enosburgh  was  proved 
in  another  way,  for,  during  the  War  of  1812-15,  the  town  contributed 
its  full  proportion. of  men  to  the  service,  although  there  is  no  record  to 
show  in  what  particular  branch  of  the  service  they  were  engaged,  ex- 
cept duty  on  the  northern  frontier.  In  common  with  the  people  of  the 
whole  region  the  men  of  Enosburgh  rallied  in  response  to  the  call  for 
volunteers  just  preceding  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  but  that  engage- 
ment was  virtual!}'  ended  before  the  majority  of  the  men  reached  the 
front  ;  but  although  their  names  cannot  be  recalled  at  this  time,  it  is 
generally  understood  that  a  number  of  men  from  this  town  participated 
in  the  events  of  September  11,  18 14. 

Preceding  the  actual  outbreak  of  the  war  Enosburgh  had  its  organ- 
ized militia  of  the  same  character  as  had  other  towns,  and  the  local  or- 
ganization was  known  as  the  "  Enosburgh  Rifle  Corps."    The  company 
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volunteered  for  duty  on  the  14th  of  October,  1 81 3,  and  continued  in 
service  until  the  17th  of  November  followin^^.  The  personnel  of  tlie 
company  was  as  follows:  Captain,  Martin  D.  Follett  ;  lieutenant,  ])cn- 
jamin  Follett;  ensii^n,  John  Lewis;  sergeant,  Andrew  Farnsworth;  pri- 
vates, Josiah  W.  Potter,  Thomas  Plill,  Nelson  Ih-own,  A.  Fassett,  John 
Stone,  Benjamin  Austin,  A'.  V.  Stone,  B.  Shaw%  Josiah  Randall,  Anson 
Sherwood,  Raymond  Austin,  \\'illiam  Colton,  Anthon)^  Ikssee,  James 
Brown,  Salmon  Dodge,  Henry  Follett,  John  Flint,  Page  Gould,  Samuel 
Hall,  Caleb  Hill,  Horace  Gates,  l^arnabas  Hedge,  Nathan  Hedge,  Sam- 
uel Hedge,  Talman  Hendricks,  John  Lewis,  J.  Taylor,  R.  Essex,  Aaron 
Martin,  Chauncey  Brown,  Ifarris  Streeter,  John  T^Jiller,  James  Miher, 
Tolman  Miller,  John  Martin,  William  Martin,  William  Osborn,  H. 
Palmer,  Obadiah  Sherwood,  Luther  Tayloi",  Job  Thompson.  Moses  Wal- 
lace, Lyman  West,  Johu  Wright,  Martin  13.  Follett,  jr.,  Samuel  Cooper, 
Robert  Watson,  Anson  Cuitis,  Elijah' Cooper,  John  Thompson,  Sanford 
Fay,  Aaron  Jackson,  George  Town,  Williimi  Rood,  William  Plaskins, 
E.  Bishop,  John  Douglass,  Wilham  Wells. 

In  explanation  of  the  foregoing  roll  it  sliould  be  stated  that  an  error 
has  possibly  been  made,  for  there  appears  to  be  a  conflict  of  statement 
between  past  writers  on  the  suloject.  By  reference  to  the  above  roll  it 
will  be  seen  that  names  appear  that  were  not  then  known  to  the  town, 
and  the  compan\',  moreover,  appears  to  be  very  large  for  a  town  so  small 
in  population  as  Enobburgh  was  at  that  time  ;  still,  it  may  be  a  fact  that 
Captain  l^^ollett's  company  was  comprised  not  only  of  }:^nosburgh  men, 
but  of  men  from  other  towns  in  the  vicinit}'.  The  papers  of  Samuel 
Kendall  purport  to  furnish  a  list  of  the  persons  of  the  town  who  v\  ere  in 
the  service  during  the  War  of  181  2-1  5,  by  which  it  appears  that  Ihe  per- 
sonnel of  the  local  company  was  quite  different  from  that  above  given  ; 
but  which  is  right  and  wliich  is  wrong  the  reader  must  be  the  judge. 
Again  it  is  quite  possible  tb.at  both  accounts  are  correct,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Follett  had  different  companies  under  his  command  during  the 
period  of  the  war.  According  to  the  Kendall  papers  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  Enosburgli  were  as  follows  :  Captain,  Martin  D.  P^ollett ;  lieu- 
tenant, Benjamin  Follett ;  corporal,  Alvin  P^assett  ;  musician,  Hiram 
Fassett;  privates,  Solomon  L')odge,  Henry  P\>llett,  John  Flint,  Samuel 
Hedge,  Barnabas  Hedge,  Nathan  Hedge,  Talma  Plendricks,  Samuel 
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Kendall,  James  Miller,  John  Miller,  William  Miller,  John  Martin,  Joseph 
Pollard,  Anthony  Bessee,  Abijah  Rice,  Enoch  Pease,  John  Osborne, 
Laban  Ikow  n,  Asa  Ladd. 

After  the  close  of  the  War  of  i  8  i  2-1  5  the  town  of  Enosburgh,  in  com- 
mon with  the  various  other  sub  divisions  that  comprise  the  county  of 
Franklin,  entered  upon  an  era  of  peace  and  prosperity  not  before  en- 
joyed by  its  people  during  the  peiiod  of  its  existence;  but  the  history  of 
that  {)criod  is  written  particularly  in  the  general  buildijig  up  and  improve- 
ment of  farms  throughout  the  town  ;  in  tlie  founding  and  operation  of 
almost  innumerable  indusliies  for  marjufacture  on  the  princij^al  streams, 
the  Missisquoi  River  and  the  so-called  Tyler's  Branch.  l£ach  of  these 
has  afforded  an  abundant  water-power  for  manufacturing  purposes,  than 
wliich  there  is  none  superior  in  the  county  ;  and  while  the  facilities  thus 
afforded  have  never  been  utilized  to  their  fullest  capacity,  they  have, 
ncN'crtlieless,  been  operated  to  an  extent  equal  to  almost  any  town  in 
the  county.  This  possession  has  been  of  immense  advantage  to  linos- 
burgh,  and  has  been  a  powerful  factor  in  establishing  for  the  town  the 
good  repute  it  has  as  one  of  the  leading  towns  of  Franklin  county. 
More  than  this,  it  may  also  be  said  as  a  fact  that  at  least  four  of  the 
seven  villages  or  hamlets  of  the  town  owe  their  existence  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  water  privileges  offered  by  the  Missisquoi  and  the  branch, 
v^•hile  Bogue's  Branch  has  likewise  been  instrumental  in  contributing  to 
the  general  progress  of  the  locality  in  which  it  has  its  course.  And  in 
the  tame  connection,  too,  should  be  mentioned  Cold  Hollow  Branch, 
for  that  has  done  a  full  share  in  the  lumber  manufacturing  interests  of  the 
town  for  many  years.  Ijut  of  each  of  these  localities  and  their  indus- 
tries mention  will  be  made  in  later  pages  of  this  chapter. 

For  a  period  of  nearl)'  fifty  years  after  the  Wiw  of  18  12  the  people  of 
the  town  continued  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  prop- 
erty', and  were  not  disturbed  by  an\'  e\'ent  of  unusual  imijortance,  or 
more  serious  than  tlie  rather  r.musing  Canadian  rebellion,  or  the  Patriot 
war,  as  it  has  been  connrionh'  called,  that  hvd  its  period  of  occurrence 
during  the  years  1837-39.  This  event  furnished  a  topic  of  much  in- 
teresting conversation  among  the  people  at  the  fireside  and  at  the 
usual  places  of  resort,  but  none  of  the  people  for  a  moment  entertained 
the  serious  thought  that  a  mere  handful  of  political  adventurers  would 
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be  able  to  overtlirow  a  government  so  strong  as  that  which  then,  as  now, 
ruled  Canada,  and  there  is  no  record  to  show  that  the  local  mihtia  com- 
pany was  called  npon  for  frontier  duty,  although  many  citizens  went  to 
the     line"  to  watch  the  proceedings  there  taking  place. 

But  during  the  period  of  1S61-65  the  town  of  Enosburgh  was  seri- 
ously called  upon  to  contribute  both  men  and  means  for  the  prosecution 
and  conduct  of  the  civil  war  then  in  progress  ;  and  the  support  given 
by  the  town,  both  in  volunteers  and  money  contributions,  forms  one  of 
the  grandest  chapters  of  its  history.  But  this  is  a  subject  that  has  been 
so  fully  discussed  in  one  of  the  general  chapters  of  this  volume  as  to 
demand  but  a  passing  notice  here.  In  the  chapter  referred  to  there  will 
be  found  not  only  a  record  of  the  part  tak'eii  by  linosburgh's  soldiery  in 
that  great  struggle,  but  as  well  a  record  of  all  from  the  town  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  war.  In  view  of  this,  and  not  to  hazard  a  repetition,  the 
present  reference  will  be  confined  to  a  summary  of  the  town's  part  in 
furnishing  men  for  the  service.  By  reference  to  the  reports  of  the  adju- 
tant and  inspector- general  of  this  state  it  is  found  that  Enosburgh  fur- 
nished the  equivalent  of  188  men  for  the  service,  of  which  number  only 
four  did  not  go  to  the  front,  making  a  total  of  184  that  actuall)'  entered 
service.  Of  this  number  there  may  be  made  the  following  classifica- 
tion :  Furnished  under  first  call  in  18^1,  for  three  months'  men,  four; 
volunteers  for  three  years  previous  to  call  of  October  17,  1863,  sixty- six 
men;  volunteers  for  three  years  subsequent  to  October  17,  186,3,  thirty 
men;  volunteers  for  nine  months,  twenty- nine  ;  for  one  year,  twenty- 
seven  ;  volunteers  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  veterans,  ten;  drafted  and 
entered  service,  one;  drafted  and  procured  substitutes,  six;  enrolled  man 
who  furnished  substitute,  one  ;  miscellaneous  credits  to  the  town  not 
named,  ten.  Of  the  men  who  entered  the  service  from  the  town  four 
were  killed  in  battle,  twenty- two  died  of  wounds  and  disease,  twenty- 
five  were  discharged  for  wounds,  disabilities,  etc.,  seventeen  deserted, 
eighteen  were  not  accounted  for,  three  were  in  part  not  accounted  for, 
and  eighty- five  were  mustered  out  of  service. 

One  of  the  established  present  institutions  of  Enosburgh,  and  one 
which  cannot  be  said  to  have  a  fixed  seat  of  operations,  but  extends 
throughout  the  town,  is  that  commonly  known  as  the  Enosburgh  Young 
Men's  Total  Abstinence  Society.  This  organization  has  been  in  contin- 
ue 
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uous  existence  in  the  town  for  a  period  of  more  than  sixty  years,  having 
been  organized  in  February,  1830,  and  numbering  among  its  original 
members  such  men  as  Horace  Eaton,  Bennett  Eaton,  George  Adams, 
Levi  Nichols,  Moses  Wright,  l^ri^rham  B.  Williams,  Thomas  P.  Law- 
rence,  Jonas  Boutelle,  and  others,  men  who  were  prominent,  not  alone 
in  town  affairs,  but  in  state  as  well.  And  this  organization  was  brought 
into  being  and  grew  and  prospered  at  a  time  when  indulgence  in  strong 
drinks  was  popular,  and  was  considered  rather  in  the  light  of  a  credit 
than  otherwise.  But  one  peculiar  feature  of  the  society  lay  in  the  fact 
that  none  but  }'Oung  men,  those  of  the  ages  of  thirty  years  or  less,  wei  e 
eligible  to  hold  any  office  in  it,  and  this  feature  has  been  productive  of 
much  good  in  the  society,  and  kept  its  rank's  well  filled  with  young  [)er- 
sons,  but  in  the  selection  of  officers  the  older  members  of  course  have 
a  voice.  The  membership  in  the  society  may  be  counted  by  hundreds; 
it  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  county,  one  of  the  first  in  tlie  state,  and 
is  the  oldest,  perhaps,  now  in  existence.  Annual  meetings  are  regularly 
held  at  the  Center,  at  which  addresses  are  made  and  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  society  increased  by  signers  to  the  pledge,  which  act 
constitutes  membership.  The  present  president  of  the  society  is  Wes- 
ley R.  Ovitt,  and  the  secretary  is  Marshall  P.  Hubbell. 

Villages  and  Hamlets  of  Enosburgii. 

Enosburgh  Center  is  probably  the  most  ancient  of  the  settled  villages 
of  the  town,  and  one  that  had  its  foundation  almost  as  early  as  settle- 
ment was  made  in  the  locality.  Here  it  was  that  the  proprietors  voted 
to  lay  out  the  parade  ground,  being  an  act  nothing  less  than  the  dona- 
tion of  lands  for  the  public  use.  The  Center  never  had  any  corporate  ex- 
istence, but  in  a  way  was  once  the  most  important  trading  and  business 
points  in  the  town  ;  here  was  located  the  usual  and  indispensable  pot 
and  pearlash  works,  a  comb  factory,  a  harness  shop,  a  blacksmith  shop, 
and  a  tailor  shop,  which,  with  the  customary  two  stores,  comprised  the 
business  interests  of  the  hamlet  at  an  early  day.  Here,  too,  was  the  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  Eliphaz  Eaton,  who  came  in  1805  or '06  and  practiced 
for  many  years,  besides  holding  the  responsible  office  of  town  clerk  In 
this  office  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Horace  Eaton,  who  likewise  was 
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a  physician,  and  who  became  not  only  a  person  of  large  influence  in  the 
town  and  count)',  but  was  elevated  to  the  high  office  of  governor  of  the 
state,  being,  perhaps,  the  highest  position  ever  filled  by  any  citizen  of 
the  town. 

For  many  years,  and  until  the  stage  coach  was  replaced  by  more 
modern  means  of  travel,  Enosburgh  Center  was  the  chief  settled  and 
leading  community  of  the  town  ;  but  with  the  constant  march  of  im- 
provement and  the  establishment  of  modern  industries  the  hamlet  has 
been  robbed  of  mucli  of  its  former  glory,  and  is  now  become  one  of  the 
least  important  trading  points  of  the  town.  Its  present  business  in- 
terests may  be  summed  up  hi  the  possession  of  Woodward's  general 
store,  Spooner's  hotel  (the  Central  House),  a  blacksmith's  shop,  and  the 
legal  and  justice  business  performed  by  Orrin  Woodward.  The  town 
cl'erk's  office  has  ever  been  maintained  at  the  Center,  and  the  incumbent 
of  that  position  has  generally  been  a  physician,  the  present  being  Will- 
iam W.  Hutchinson,  the  successor  in  office  of  his  father,  Dr.  W^illiam  R. 
Hutchinson. 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  referred  to  as  forming  the  hamlet 
of  Enosburgh,  the  place  has  two  regularly  established  church  societies, 
each  being  the  outgrowth  of  pioneer  efforts  and  the  first  founded  in  the 
town.  These  societies  are  the  Congregational  and  Episcopal.  As  early 
as  the  year  1804  there  was  an  eftbrt  made  in  town  meeting  to  have 
public  worship  and  preaching  at  the  town's  expense,  but  the  proposi- 
tion did  not  meet  with  .general  approval  and  was  voted  down  ;  but  at  a 
later  period  the  subject  was  again  discussed  with  the  final  result  of  es- 
tablishing a  primitive  church  organization,  from  which  the  Congrega- 
tional church  and  society  of  the  present  day  are  the  direct  outgrow.th, 
although  it  was  not  until  the  years  1820  and  1821  tli^it  the  meeting- 
house of  the  society  was  built.  Among  the  early  preachers  in  this 
vicinity,  whose  labors  were  of  the  character  of  missionary  work  and 
not  presumed  to  be  denominational,  were  Revs.  James  Parker,  Thomas 
Skelton,  John  Scott,  Moses  Parmalee,  J.  T.  Phelps,  J.  C.  Wilder,  J.  C. 
Kent,  Moses  Robinson,  Alfred  B.  Swift,  and  perhaps  others,  who  were 
settled  ministers  and  compensated  by  payment  in  grain  or  provisions, 
which,  for  want  of  cash,  were  considered  and  adopted  as  equivi^lent  or 
money  value.    But  as  the  population  of  the  town  increased  the  people 
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began  to  divide  tlieiT]selves  into  societies  according  to  tlieir  inclination, 
preference,  or  early  teaching  in  spiritual  affeirs.  In  1820  and  '21  the 
Congregational  meeting-house  was  erected,  being  the  second  of  this 
society  in  the  county.  In  1849  ^^^^^  '50  the  building  was  substantially 
repaired,  but  the  societ}'  became  so  strong  in  numbers  and  influence 
that  in  1870  the  old  building  was  replaced  by  the  present  edifice,  the 
latter  being  of  frame  construction,  and  in  all  respects  a  commodious  and 
attractive  place  of  public  worship.  Its  cost  was  about  $  1 0,000,  and  its 
seating  capacity  is  250. 

CJirisfs  CJitivcJi  of  Enosburgh  had  its  origin  in  the  association  formed 
on  the  19th  of  December,  1821,  by  Nathaniel  GrisAvold,  Edward  Baker, 
George  Griswold,  Joshua  Miller,  Wilh'am  Barber,  Giles  Martin,  Robert 
Barber,  Moses  Wells,  and  others,  to  the  nimiber  of  neai  ly  forty,  but  who 
never  came  into  the  church.  The  persons  whose  names  are  above  re- 
corded formed  the  association  at  the  time  stated,  but  the  church  was  not 
formally  organized  until  May  6,  1822  ;  and  even  then  no  church  home 
was  provided,  nor  until  1839-40,  when  an  edifice  was  built  at  West 
Enosburgh,  the  society  in  the  meantime  having  the  occasional  use  of 
the  Congregational  mectiug-house  and  the  school-house  for  their  serv- 
ices. The  church. was  erected  at  the  West  village  for  the  acccMiimodation 
of  members  living  in  the  west  part  of  the  town  and  in  Sheldon.  But 
this  proved  to  be  an  unfortunate  movement  for  the  society,  as  expected 
results  were  not  realized  ;  and  again,  the  church  structure  was  so  insuf- 
ficiently built  as  to  soon  become  pr^ictically  valueless  ;  therefore,  in  1857, 
it  was  sold  and  V.iken  down,  and  the  seat  of  the  church  moved  back  to 
the  Center.  In  1861  the  church  edifice  was  erected,  and  was  conse- 
crated on  the  9th  of  February,  1862. 

East  Enosburgh,  or,  as  otherwise  known,  Stoneville,  is  the  smallest 
and  least  in  importance  of  any  of  the  hamlets  of  the  town  ;  in  fact  it 
was  so  exceedingly  small  as  to  require  much  effort  in  obtaining  a  post- 
ofFice  for  the  place,  and  that  end  would  never  have  been  obtained  ex- 
cept for  the  influence  of  prominent  farmers  living  in  that  remote  part  of 
the  town.  Industries  and  enterprises  of  like  character  the  hamlet  has 
none,  but  in  the  region  of  the  place,  and  northeast  of  it,  is  John  M. 
Whitcomb's  saw,  shingle,  and  planing- mill,  which  was  started  by  him  in 
1885,  and  gradually  enlarged  as  neccssit}'  required.    The  only  public 
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buildings  at  this  point  are  the  school-house  of  district  number  three, 
and  tlie  Baptist  church,  the  latter  having  occasional  services  by  a  supply 
minister.  This  church  was  organized  in  1810.  The  prominent  dwellers 
in  this  locality  are  Samuel  II.  Dow,  T.  T.  Snell,  j.  H.  Chaffee,  John  M. 
Whitcomb,  Clarence  Whitcomb,  G,  H.  Nichols,  George  Adams,  and 
Gardner  S.  Fassett,  each  of  whom  is  a  truly  representative  citizen  and 
progressive  farmer. 

West  Enosburgh  is  a  pretty  little  hamlet,  situated,  as  its  name  indicates, 
in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  on  the  branch,  which  stream  at  this  point 
is  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  furnishes  power  for  such  manufact- 
ures as  are  located  here,  but  its  capacity  in  this  respect  has  never  been 
taxed  beyond,  or  even  up  to,  its  power.  West  l^nosburgh  has  also  been 
known  as  Jacksonville,  but  tlie  latter  name  is  applied  more  in  derision 
and  jest  than  otherwise.  This  place  was  the  home  of  Judge  Austin 
Fuller,  who,  in  his  time,  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  whole  town. 
The  enterprise  of  Judge  Fuller  established  this  burg,  for  here  he  built 
and  started,  many  years  ago,  a  grist-mill,  starch  factory,  and,  likewise 
then  an  important  industry  in  the  town,  a  distillery  ;  also  Judge  Fuller 
-was  engaged  in  merchandising  for  many  3-ears  at  the  West  village.  Ikit 
after  the  Judge's  time  these  industries  passed  into  otlier  hands,  and  some 
of  them  were  discontinued.  The  grist  and  flour-mills  became  the  prop- 
erty of  C.  F.  Ovitt,  and  from  him  v/ent  to  his  sons,  C.  L.  and  \V.  R. 
Ovitt,  the  first  named  now  being  in  charge  of  the  mercantile  business, 
while  the  latter  is  proprietor  of  the  grist-mill.  These,  with  the  ]3essee 
&  Webster  store  and  the  few  minor  establishments,  such  as  carriage  and 
blacksmith  shops,' comprise  whatever  of  business  enterprise  West  Enos- 
burgh now  possesses.  A  short  distance  from  the  village  proper  there 
stands  an  idle  building  that  was  formerly  a  carding  and  fulling-mill, .but 
being  remote  from  the  railroad,  and  suffering  from  outside  competition, 
it  has  gone  into  disuse.  About  two  miles  east  from  the  burg  is  Lyman 
Gilbert's  tannery,  an  industry  of  some  note  in  former  years,  but  now 
standing  idle  much  of  the  time.  South  of  the  village  is  a  patrons' 
creamery.  The  ]'eniiire  was  a  new.'^paper  publication  founded  b}^  C.  L. 
Ovitt  at  Bakersfield  about  1873,  and  two  years  afterward  moved  to  West 
Enosburgh,  and  there  continued  several  years  more.  It  started  as  a 
four-page  paper,  8x10  inches  in  size,  but  was  subsequently  enlarged 
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to  twice  its  original  dimensions.     After  some  six  or  seven  }'ears  of  life 
the  Venture  was  discontinued. 

West  Enosburgh  has  one  church  society,  the  Methodist  Episcopal, 
which  was  organized  about  1825,  under  the  minislr}'  of  Rev.  Isaac  Hall, 
and  w  ith  a  n]embership  of  fifteen  persons  ;  but  for  many  years  pre- 
ceding that  organization  Methodist  preaching  was  liad  in  the  locality, 
even  as  early  as  1S12  or  '14.  The  church  edifice  at  the  West  village  was 
erected  in  1839,  afterward  repaired  or  remodeled  in  1855,  and  again 
in  1882.  It  is  a  substantia!  brick  building,  having  a  seating  capacity 
for  200  persons.  Among  the  more  prominent  dwellers  in  West  Enos- 
burgh  and  its  immediate  vicinity  there  may  be  named  Ilenr}'  ]3essee, 
Henry  H.  Cutting,  Charles  L.  Ovitt,  Marshall  V  Hubbcll,  A.  \\  Croft, 
W.  R.  Ovitt,  C.  S.  McAllister,  and  J.  P.  Hendricks. 

.The  little  burg  that  rejoices  in  the  name  of  ]>ordoville  lies  in  the  ex-^ 
treme  southwest  corner  (jf  the  tow  n,  being  nearl)'  three  nn"les  from  the 
West  village,  and  about  six  from  the  ]^"'alls.  Aside  from  its  single  store 
and  Seventh- Day  Advent  Church  there  is  but  little  to  indicate  to  the 
wayfarer  the  presence  of  a  named  hamlet ;  but  for  all  that  Bordoville 
lives  and  has  a  being.  The  society  of  the  church  here  was  organized 
in  i860,  with  eleven  members,  but  not  until  1864  was  the  church  build- 
ing erected,  costing  $700 

Samsonville,  so  called  in  honor  of  its  founder,  Dennis  Samson,  is  a 
station  on  the  line  of  tlie  Missisquoi  Valley  Railroad,  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  Missisquoi  River.  At  this  point  it  is  said  Samuel  Stone  built  a 
grist-mill  many  years  ago,  probably  somewhere  about  1825,  as  old 
residents  state.  Samson,  the  founder  of  the  hairilet,  came  later  and 
started  a  starch  factory;  also  a  fulling  and  cloth-mill  at  the  place  ;  hence 
its  name.  ])ut  Samsonville  is  not  by  an)-  means  destitute  of  present 
business  interests,  for  here  are  operated  the  extensive  mills  owned  by 
Silas  P.  Carpenter,  A.  \V.  W^oodward,  and  Daniel  Moren,  under  the 
name  of  "  The  Samsonville  Mill  Company."  John  L.  Perley  became 
interested  in  these  mills  about  the  year  185  I,  then  becoming  half-owner, 
but  afterward  taking  the  whole  plant,  operating  the  saw- mill,  grist-mill, 
and  cheese- box  factory.  In  1887  he  sold  out  to  the  company  above 
mentioned. 

North  Enosburgh  is  a  post  station  on  the  Missisquoi  Valley  Railroad, 
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and  likewise  has  its  site  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  IN'Iissisquoi.  Here 
Thomas  Fuller  made. the  first  substantial  improvements  something  more 
than  sixty  years  ago.  Here,  too,  at  the  intersection  of  the  principal 
roads,  was  built,  about  iSioor  'i  i,  a  building  that  is  said  to  have  been 
occupied  by  Charles  Stevens  as  a  hotel  or  inn.  Thomas  Fuller  "traded" 
in  the  little  red  store  building,  but  afterward  built  another  and  larger 
building  near  the  corner  or  cross  roads,  the  latter  being  now  occupied 
by  Daniel  Woodwaid,  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  locality. 
Among  the  other  piomincnt  residents  of  the  vicinity  of  North  Enos- 
burgh may  be  mentioned  the  names  of  D.  M.  l^erley,  l^yron  Woodward, 
Edwin  P.  Stevens,  and  Horace  Read  Ingalls,  the  last  two  named  being 
residents  south  of  the  river. 

Village  of  Enosburgh  Falls. — The  village  of  Enosburgh  ]^\alls  is  by 
far  the  most  imj^ortant  trading  and  manufacturing  center  in  the  town, 
but  practically  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  has  this  prominence 
been  attained.  Indeed,  so  rapid  and  healthful  has  been  the  growtli  of 
this  locality  that  on  the  iQth  of  November,  1886,  the  state  legislature 
passed  an  act  incorporating  the  old  Seventh  School  IDistrict  into  a  vil- 
lage, and  otherwise  provided  for  the  election  of  trustees,  clerk,  treasurei', 
collector,  one  chief  engineer,  two  assistants,  three  fire  wardens,  and  con- 
ferred upon  the  village  the  power  to  govern  its  district  in  the  same 
manner  that  other  corporate  villages  are  ordered  and  governed. 

But  Enosburgh  h\dls  as  a  han"ilct  had  an  existence  almost  if  not  quite 
as  early  as  any  other  settled  localit}'  of  the  town,  yet  it  was  not  until  the 
construction  of  the  IVIissisquoi  Valley  Railroad  through  the  town  that  the 
rapid  strides  in  the  direction  of  municipality  were  made.  The  hamlet 
was  first  started  and  built  up  in  the  vicinity  of  the  falls,  where  nature 
designed  one  of  the  best  of  the  many  fine  water  privileges  of  the  valley, 
but  which  required  the  arts  of  man  to  develope  and  put  into  practical 
use  and  operation.  That  this  power  has  been  utilized  by  past  genera- 
tions, as  well  as  by  the  present,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  for  the  old  build- 
ings still  standing  are  suflicient  evidence  of  the  fact  in  the  absence  of 
other  proof,  but  just  when  manufacturing  commenced  here,  and  what 
was  its  peculiar  character,  none  of  the  present  vihagers  will  venture  to 
state.  During  the  earl)-  years  of  the  present  century  Samuel  Kendall 
was  numbered  among  the  most  prominent  men  of  this  locality.    In  1824 
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lie  built  and  put  into  operation  a  woolen- niill,  or,  as  it  was  then  known, 
a  carding  and  fulling-mill,  and  manufactured  cloth  for  the  few  settlers  of 
the  localitx'.  Also,  that  he  might  profitably  turn  into  cash  an  accumu- 
lated stock  of  corn,  he  started  a  distillery,  but  the  latter  industry  he  gave 
up,  not  liking  the  whiskey  business.  After  Samuel  Kendall,  the  pioneer, 
came  liis  sons  Marshall  and  Samuel,  jr.,  as  proprietors  of  the  mill,  and 
about  i860,  or  perhaps  earlier,  the  "red  mill"  was  built  by  Samuel,  jr. 
The  property  afterward  passed  through  other  hands,  and  finally  came 
to  its  present  occupanc}^. 

At  an  early  day  Retup  Peck  built  a  saw  and  grist-mill  just  below  the 
site  of  the  bridge  as  at  present  located.  It  afterward  went  to  Samuel 
Peck,  and  was  eventually  torn  down.  Morton  Mall  was  early  in  the 
saw- mill  business,  his  mill  standing  where  John  Lawrence's  mill  now  is. 
Terley  Hall  owned  it  at  one  time,  and  after  him  Reed  &  Sprague,  and  ■ 
final])',  in  1 866,  it  was  bought  by  ]\Ir.  Lawrence.  There,  in  the  same 
locality,  was  the  old  broom- handle  factory,  owned  and  operated  by  one 
Drake;  but  this,  too,  is  numbered  with  the  things  that  have  passed. 

But  it  cannot  be  essentially  within  the  province  of  this  chapter  to 
dwell  at  any  considerable  length  upon  these  old  industries  ;  they  have 
.many  of  them  long  since  passed  into  histor)',  have  outlived  their  useful- 
ness, and  are  now  rep.laced  by  new  industries,  some  of  like  character  and 
others,  wholly  new  and  different  ;  but  all,  both  past  and  present,  have 
contributed  their  full  share  in  building  up  and  maintaining  the  reputa- 
tion that  Enosburgh  enjoys,  as  being  not 'only  one  of  the  prettiest,  but 
as  well  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  prosperous  villages  in  the  state 
of  Vermont.  The 'honor  of  establishing  this  good  name  for  the  place 
does  not  belong  to  the  old  generation  of  inhabitants,  but  to  those  in  the 
field  of  business  at  the  prestnt  day;  and  as  past  writers  ha\e  alluded 
mainly  to  the  established  institutions  of  the  period  of  which  they  re- 
corded events,  so  it  remains  only  for  the  present  historian  to  confine  his* 
narrative  to  the  things  that  are  rather  than  those  that  were,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  taking  each  subject  at  its  founding  and  })ui  suing  its  history 
to  the  present.  Manufacturing  industries  have  made  Enosburgh  Falls 
the  prominent  village  that  it  is;  and  it  can  be  said,  as  an  undeniable 
truth,  that  no  village  in  the- entire  state,  having  no  greater  population 
than  this,  can  boast  of  as  many  or  of  as  great  a  variety  of  manufactured 
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commodities  as  Enosbtiri^h  Falls.  The  principal  manufactures  of  this 
village,  and  those  which  bring  to  the  place  the  greatest  annual  revenue, 
are  proprietary  or  patent  medicines;  and  in  tliis  special  industry  Enos- 
burgh Falls  has  a  reputation  second  to  no  place  in  the  state.  There  are 
in  operation  in  the  village  at  the  present  time  no  less  than  five  firms  or 
companies  engaged  in  this  branch  of  manufacture,  each  of  which  appears 
to  be  doing  a  reasonably  successful  business. 

TJic  B.  J.  Kendall  Company. — x\\vay  back  in  the  early  'seventies 
Dr.  B.  J.  Kendall  was  the  proprietor  of  a  drug  store  in  this  village  ;  and 
in  the  course  of  his  business  and  practice  became  in  some  manner 
possessed  of  a  number  of  valuable  recipes,  or  prescriptions,  or  remedies, 
for  application  and  use  in  cases  of  sickness  or  infirmities  in  either  man 
or  beast.  One  of  these  remedies  (and  how  the  worthy  doctor  happened 
to  discover  it  the  world  has  not  }'et  learned)  was  found  to  be  peculiarly 
beneficial  when  applied  to  horses  affected  with  the  infirmity  commonly 
called  a  "  spavin."  This  remedy  was  then  a  new  discovery,  and  one 
not  in  use  in  the  market,  and  to  give  it  circulation  and  bring  it  prominently 
before  the  public  it  was  named  "  Kendall's  Spavin  Cure,"  and  so  adver- 
tised and  published  to  the  world,  at  least  so  far  as  Dr.  Kendall's  means 
enabled  him  to  do.  ]>ut  the  good  and  worthy  proprietor  soon  found 
that  the  invention  and  compounding  of  a  medicine,  however  meritorious 
an  article  it  might  be,  was  one  thing,  while  putting  it  on  the  market  and 
bring  in  substantial  revenue  returns  was  quite  another  thing,  and  some- 
what difficult  of  accomplishment.  In  his  efforts  to  advertise  and  make  a 
ruarket  for  his  remedy  the  doctor  soon  found  his  means  were  exhausted 
and  his  success  doubtful  ;  but  in  his  extremity  he  applied  to  Carmi  L. 
Marsh,  a  resident  of  Franklin,  and  a  farmer  of  large  means,  wn'th  the  re- 
sult that  the  latter  became  interested  in  the  business  under  the  firm  style 
of  B.  J.  Kendall  &  Co.,  in  the  year  1879.  This  acquisition  to  the  busi- 
ness and  firm  proved  highly  beneficial,  and  Kendall's  Spavin  Cure  was 
freely  and  liberally  advertised  throughout  the  country.  Among  other 
things  the  worthy  doctor  issued  a  book  publication  called  "  Dr.  Ken- 
dall's Treatise  on  the  Horse,"  and  this  was  given  a  wide  distribution  and 
circulation,  in  the  form  of  club  inducements  and  other  legitimate  devices. 
But  the  prominence  these  measures  brought  to  the  company  and  its 
business  was  not  wholly  due  to  the  firm  as  at  first  constituted,  but  rather 
50  - 
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to  the  energy  and  push  of  Mr.  Olin  Merrill,  who  had  been  brought  into 
the  concern  in  December,  1879,  ^^^^  capacity  of  business  manager. 
And  it  may  be  said  here,  and  it  is  no  fulsome  comphment  either,  that 
from  the  time  Ohn  Merrill  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  the  business  has 
steadily  increased,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  annual  or  monthly 
output  of  the  company  was  ever  so  great  as  at  the  present  time.  Again, 
in  i88r,  the  firni  required  additional  assistance  in  its  managing  depart- 
ment, therefore  Moses  V.  Perley,  then  traveling  salesman  for  a  Boston 
house,  became  an  active  partner  in  the  business.  In  1883  the  B.  J. 
Kendall  Company  was  incorporated  and  subsequently  organized,  having 
a  capital  stock  of  $200,000,  with  Dr.  Kendall  as  president ;  Carmi  L. 
Marsh,  vice-president ;  Mosts  P.  Perley,  secretary ;  and  Olin  Merrill, 
treasurer  and  business  manager.  The  stock  of  the  company  was  en- 
tirely owned  by  ttic  officers.  In  1884  Dr.  Kendall  resigned  his  position 
and  moved  away  from  the  village,  whereupon  General  Mai  sh  was  chosen 
president,  the  other  officers  remaining  as  formerly.  But  with  the  young 
and  active  business  managers  of  the  company  Dr.  Kendall  could  not 
agree;  their  methods,  however  successful  they  had  been,  were  not  his 
methods,  and  the  result  was  his  offer  to  sell  to  them  his  stock  in  the 
concern,  which  was  accepted,  upon  which  in  September,  1889,  the  origi- 
;ial  proprietor  of  this  famous  cure  retired  from  connection  with  its  manu- 
facture and  sale. 

Previous  to  1 880  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  firm  ,was  in  a 
small,  one-story  frame  building,  but  during  the  year  named  the  firm 
erected  the  large  and  elegant  three-story  and  mansard  building  which 
the  company  now  owns  and  occupies.  It  stands  fronting  on  Main  street, 
in  the  north  part  of  the  village,  surrounded  by  ample  and  well-ordered 
grounds.  The  building  itself  is  quite  attractive  in  appearance,  and  its 
exterior  and  interior  alike  are  so  arranged  as  to  provide  comfort  and 
health  to  its  occupants  and  the  employees  of  the  company.  The  ar- 
rangements for  various  branches  of  the  work  done  inside  are  admir- 
able, each  department  having  its  own  apartnient,  and  all  well  lighted 
and  ventilated ;  in  fact,  everything  is  done  "  decently  and  in  order." 
Much  more  might  be  said  concerning  the  business  and  manufacture  of 
the  B.  J.  Kendall  Company,  but  it  could  not  be  desirable  or  essential  in 
this  connection  other  than  to  state  that,  besides  the  enormous  output  of 
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the  spavin  cure,  the  company  also  manufactures  the  celebrated  "Dr. 
Flint's  Condition  Powders"  and  a  preparation  called  "anti-aploplectine." 

Daniel  A.  Harvey  is  the  proprietor  of  a  large  business,  and  one  that 
had  its  origin  in  1882,  when  Mr.  Harvey  and  H.  D.  Kendall  became  as- 
sociated in  the  manufacture  of  proprietary  medicines,  but  of  which  busi- 
ness Mr.  Harvey  afterwards  became  sole  proprietor.  His  manufactures, 
past  and  present,  comprise  Kendall's  liver  and  kidney  cure,  Kendall's 
sarsaparilla  and  iron,  elixir,  cordial,  pain  ern  e,  \)i\h,  soothing  syrup,  con- 
dition powders,  and,  lastly,  superior  healing  oil,  this  being  the  leading 
product,  and  one  that  meets  with  a  wide  sale,  for  it  is  an  article  of  much 
merit  and  deserved  popularity. 

The  firm  of  Nathan  A.  Gilbert  &  Company  (the  partner  being  J.  W. 
Beatty)  was  organized  as  a  patent  medicine  company  in  1886,  as  the 
outgrowth  of  a  drug  and  medicine  business  formerly  established  by 
H.  D.  Kendall,  and  in  which  Mr.  Gilbert  became  interested.  The  pres- 
ent firm  of  N.  A.  Gilbert  &  Company  manufactures  Scotch  oil,  lung  bal- 
sam, and  sarsaparilla  bitters,  and  does  a  successful  business. 

Hamilton  Kimball  &  Co.,  successors  to  the  former  firm  of  Hamilton, 
Best  &  Kimball,  began  business  in  the  manufacture  of  proprietary  medi- 
cines in  1 888,  although  the  business  was  in  fact  started  in  1886  by  the 
preceding  firm.  The  present  firm  puts  upon  the  market  a  number  of  the 
weH- known  Kendall  preparations,  and  also  a  variety  of  extracts. 

McAllister  &  Green  are  also  one  of  the  patent  medicine  firms  of  the 
village,  having  been  formed  in  1886.  Their  productions  comprise 
Green's  blood  purifier  and  nerve  tonic,  cough  elixir,  condition  powders, 
besides  a  silver  polish  and  other  products. 

Allard  &  Burt  is  the  firm  name  of  another  proprietary  medicine  con- 
cern, the  chief  manufacture  of  which  is  "  black  oil." 

TJie  Missisqitoi  Woolen-Mills  is  one  of  the  substantial  industries  of 
the  village  at  the  present  time,  and  stands  on  the  site  where  Samuel 
Kendall  originally  built  a  carding-mill.  The  present  mill  is  operated 
by  M.  A.  Kent,  of  l^oston,  and  superintended  by  C.  A.  Nichols.  Here 
are  manufactured  gloves  and  mittens,  giving  employment  to  about  thirty 
persons. 

TJie  Missisqiioi  Flouring- Mill  was  built  in  1877,  by  Daniel  B.  Stet- 
son and  Nathan  A.  Gilbert.    The  mill  stands  near  the  dam,  on  the  east 
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side  of  the  river  ;  a  substantial  building,  well  adapted  for  its  use,  having 
four  "  runs  of  stone,"  and  equal  in  capacity  to  any  industry  of  its  kind 
in  the  region,  excepting  only  tliose  at  Swanton.  In  1883  Gilbert 
retired  from  the  business,  and  was  succeeded  by  General  C.  L.  Marsh, 
the  firnr  becoming  Stetson  .&  Marsh,  a  relation  that  has  ever  since  beoi  • 
maintained.  In  connection  with  the  milling  business  here  done  the  firm 
has  an  extensive  grain,  flour,  and  feed  store  on  Main  street,  near  the 
railroad. 

Alanson  A.  Kendall  is  tlie  proprietor  of  a  carriage  and  wagon  shop, 
wliich  is  located  near  the  end  of  the  bridge  at  the  falls.  This  plant  was 
established  in  1841,  by  Nathan  Kendall,  who  managed  it  some  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  then  sold  to  Frank  Eldridge  ;  later  it  went  to  Jere 
Leach,  and  finally  to  Alanson  Kendall.  I'hen  the  old  and  unprofitable 
so-called  broom-socket  shop  went  also  to  Mr.  Kendall,  and  forms  a  part 
of  his  carriage  works. 

Lucius  C.  Kendall  commenced  the  manufacture  of  carriages  and  lum- 
ber wagons  about  the  )'ear  1868.  His  factory  stands  on  St.  Albans 
street,  near  Main  street,  but  is  now  used  only  for  the  manufacture  of 
wagons,  the  carriage  branch  of  the  business  having  become  unprofitable 
on  account  of  the  cheai)  product  in  that  line  by  the  factories  of  the  large 
commercial  cities.  Still  Mr.  Kendall  deals  extensively  in  carriages  and 
buggies  in  connection  with  his  manufacturing  business. 

Allen  H.  Manley  is  the  proprietor  of  the  sash  and  door  factory  and 
planing-mill  that  stands  below  the  bridge  at  the  falls.  In  1872  Mr. 
JVlanley  bought  the  privilege  there,  and  built  the  sash  and  door  factory, 
in  addition  to  the  plant  formerly  there  and  known  as  the  vSprague  & 
Lawrence  planing-mill.  The  present  proprietor  has  materially  increased 
the  capacity  of  the  mill,  and  made  it  the  prosperous  industry  that  it  now 
is,  using  it  in  connection  with  his  extensive  business  as  contracting* 
builder  and  carpenter. 

JoJlu  Lazvrciice  s  Saw- Mill  his  by  purchase  in  1866,  having 

formerly  been  known  as  the  Reed  &  Sprague  mill,  which  has  already, 
been  mentioned  in  this  chapter. 

Theodore  H.  Arnisiroug' s  ]yox  Factory  is  one  of  the  established  indus- 
tries of  the  village,  and  is  located  on  the  river,  just  off  St.  Albans  street. 
The  water  privilege  here  w^as  formerly  used  by  E.  C.  &  M.  Burt  in 
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running  a  saw- mill.  That  firm  was  succeeded  by  Gladden  &  Marsh,  and 
by  them  the  mill  was  changed  into  a  box  factory.  Marsh  sold  his 
interest  to  Gladden,  and  the  latter,  in  i8S6,  to  Mr.  Armstrong.  Under 
the  present  management  the  business  done  here  is  planing  and  match- 
ing lumber,  all  kinds  of  job  woik,  and  the  manufacture  of  boxes  for  the 
spavin  cure  works  and  other  patent  medicine  factories  of  the  village 
and  vicinity. 

In  addition  to  the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  village  mention 
may  properly  be  made  of  sonie  of  the  mercantile  interests  of  t;ie  {)lace. 
It  is  a  fact  that  this  branch  of  business  is  well  represented  in  the  village, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  does  not  appear  to  be  overdone.  The  principal 
business  blocks  are  those  occupied  and  owned  respectively  by  W.  H. 
]5iliado  and  M.  P.  Perley,  each  of  which  is  a  substantial  structure,  the 
former  two  and  the  latter  three  stories  in  height.  These  proprietors 
have  extensive  stocks  of  general  merchandise.  Other  substantial  mer- 
chants are  Messrs.  Archambault,  Jones  &  Co.,  Burt,  Jeffords,  Ivublce, 
Burt  &  Potter,  Stetson  &  Marsh,  John  Burns,  and  others  well  known  in 
the  town  as  men  of  undoubted  worth  and  integrity.  The  public  health 
is  guarded  by  five  worthy  and  regularly  schooled  physicians — Drs.  W.  ]v. 
Hutchinson,  A.  J.  Darrah,  h\  S.  Hutchinson,  Achille  G.  Payment,  and 
Charles  R.  Draper.  The  attorney  of  the  vihage  is  Counselor  Emmet 
McP^eters. 

ChtircJi  and  otJicr  Societies. — The  recently  published  Gazetteei'  of  Ver- 
mont, in  recording  the  history  of  the  several  church  societies  of  the 
town,  has  devolved  much  space  to  that  subject  ;  in  view  of  all  this  it 
scarcely  becomes  this  chapter  to  discuss  the  several  societies  of  that 
character  at  any  great  length,  for  their  history  remains  the  same,  with 
the  exception  that  a  new  generation  of  people  has  replaced  that  of  twenty 
years  ago.  The  churches  and  church  societies  of  Enosburgh  Falls  are 
four  in  number,  being  respectively  the  Baptist,  Methodist,  Episcopal,  and 
Catholic.  The  society  of  the  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  1830, 
then  having  a  membership  of  only  twenty-nine  persons,  but  during  the 
next  ten  years  the  number  was  increased  to  over  one  hundred.  TJie 
church  building  is  understood  to  have  been  the  result  of  the  joint  efforts 
of  this  and  other  societies  as  a  union  meeting- house,  but  the  others  sub- 
sequently withdrew  or  sold  out  their  interests,  and  built  for  themselves. 
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The  Baptist  church  edifice  is  as  substantial  as  any,  perhaps,  in  the  village, 
being-  of  brick  construction.  It  stands  on  Main  street,  in  the  center  of 
the  village. 

Tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  CJinrch  is  an  attractively  appeariiig  building, 
of  modern  style  of  architecture,  but  without  elaborate  ornamentation^ 
and  stands  on  the  west  side  of  Church  street,  in  the  village.  The  con- 
gregation of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  is  the  largest  and  finan- 
cially the  strongest  of  any  in  the  town. 

St.  Matthcivs  Episcopal  Ckurch  was  organized  October  7,'  1 869,  then 
having  but  three  communicants  in  its  parish.  In  1872  the  church  edifice 
was  built  on  Church  street.  It  is  a  plain  i^ut  comfortable  wooden  struct- 
ure, having  a  seating  capacity  for  about  100  persons.  The  present 
rector  of  the  parish  is  Rev.  lulward  S.  Stone. 

St.  John  tJic  Eaptis't  ChurcJi  ( Roviaii  Catholic)  was  organized  in  1870, 
although  missionary  labors  of  the  church  in  the  communit)'  dated  back 
of  that  time.     The  church  stands  in  the  east  p.irt  of  the  village. 

Lincoln  Lodge,  A'o.  78,  E.  and  A.  ill.,  was  granted  a  dispensation  in 
the  winter  of  1867,  and  chartered  June  11,  1868.  Charter  members  : 
Solomon  Ih-adley,  Ralph  Stebbins,  William  .11.  McAllister,  J.  M.  Hurt, 
Michael  Hatch,  Charles  S  McAllister,  S  Maynard,  Alvin  House, 
G.  \V.  Maynard,  S.  O.  Maynard,  Eli  Noble,  George  W.  Sprague,  J.  A. 
Eadd,  John  Eawrence,  C.  E.  Waller,  Samuel  Kendall,  D.  B.  Stetson,  Solo- 
mon Stebbins.  The  present  membership  is  about  fifty.  Present  officers  : 
William  H.  McAllister,  master;  Linus  Leavens,  S.W.;  E.  H.  Hamilton, 
J.  W.;  A.  H.  Manley,  secretary;  J.  H.  Burns,  treasurer ;  Charles  Strat- 
ton,  S.  1).  ;  W. 'L.  McCarthy,  J.  D.  ;  Hiram  Leach  and  T.  W.  Sprague, 
stewards. 

Lafayette  Chapter,  No.  4,  R.  A.  AT.,  was  chartered  June  18,  1828,  at 
East  Berkshire,  but  was  moved  to  Enosburgli  Falls  in  1868,  soon  after 
the  organization  of  the  lodge  at  this  place.  In  a  fire  that  occurred  in 
this  village  some  years  ago  the  records  of  the  chapter  were  burned. 
The  members,  too,  have  become  scattered  throughout  the  country,  the 
society  now  being  able  to  account  for  but  twenty- two.  The  present 
officers  are  as  follows  :  R.  W.  Marsh,  H.  P.;  W.  H.  McAlli.ster,  king; 
George  VV.  Sprague,  scribe;  D.  B.  Stetson,  treasurer;  J.  H.  Burns, 
secretary  ;  N.  A.  Gilbert,  C.  of  H.;  Linus  Leavens,  principal  sojourner; 


Town  of  RiciiroRD. 


447 


A.  R.  Bell,  R.  A.  C;  George  Gibson.  M.  3d  V.;  E.  S.  Pease,  M.  2d  V.; 
\Y.  L.  McCarty,  M.  ist  V.;  C.  A.  Hull,  guard. 

Fixity  Post,  No.  102,  G.  A.  R.,  was  chartered  in  May,  1887,  and  so 
named  in  memory  of  Lieutenant  Charles  Tixley,  whose  remains  lie  buried 
in  the  village  cemetery.  The  post  has  a  membership  of  about  twenty- 
two  persons,  and  is  officered  as  follows  :  George  A.  White,  commander  ; 
Richard  Smith,  S.  V.  C;  Daniel  Burt,  J.  V.  C.;  E.  B.  Larrabee,  O.  M.; 
John  K.  Chaniberlain,  adjutant. 

In  the  foregoing  chapter  the  reader's  attention  may  be  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  but  little  of  eulogy  or  biography  regarding  the  life  and 
deeds  of  early  residents  of  the  town,  when  some  of  them  were,  per- 
haps, so  prominently  associated  witli  town,  county,  and  state  affairs  as  to 
deserve  some  special  mention  ;  but  as  preceding  writers  of  iMiosburgh's 
hi'Story  have  devoted  their  efforts  mainly  to  that  kind  of  history,  the 
writer  in  the  field  to-da\'  feels  that  further  work' of  that  character  would 
be  but  a  repetition  of  what  has  already  been  done,  and  therefore  super- 
fluous. In  view  of  this  a  later  chapter  is  devoted  to  the  lives  of  men  of 
of  the  present  generation  :  men  who  are  in  some  manner  identified  with 
the  present  interests  of  the  town,  and  who  are  regarded  as  worthy  of 
liaving  their  records  and  deeds  perpetuated. 


CHAPTER  XXH. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  RICHFORD.' 

'"pHE  town  of  Richford  lies  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the  state 
of  Vermont,  and  is  one  of  the  border  towns  of  Eranklin  county,  de- 
scribed in  the  charter  as  containing  thirty-six  square  miles.  The  sur- 
face of  the  town  is  very  uneven,  yet  the  greater  part  is  suitable  for  ag- 
ricultural and  grazing  purposes,  with  a  variety  of  soil  well  watered  and 
fertile.  There  are  also  some  variety  of  rocks,  valuable  as  building  ma- 
terial and  for  the  manufacture  of  lime.  In  some  parts  small  deposits  of 
gneiss  and  slate  are  found. 


•  Written  by  Mrs.  J.  G.  Powell. 
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The  first  settlement  made  in  Richford  was  in  1795,  by  Hugh  Miller. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year  Mr.  Miller,  with  his  wife,  eight  children,  and 
three  sons-in  law,  started  from  I^randon,  Vt  ,  whence,  by  some  wilderness 
route,  the}'  found  their  way  to  this  place.  Tlie  sons -in-law  were  Robert 
Kenned}',  Theopliilus  Hastings,  and  Benjamin  l^arnet.  Tiiey  located 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  falls.  About  one  year  later  others 
came  :  Joseph  Stanhope  and  wife,  and  a  Mr.  Loveland.  Stanhope  settled 
on  a  flat  knoAvn  at  present  as  Stanhope  flat,  and  Mr.  Loveland  on  a 
brook  southwest  of  the  flat,  which  still  bears  his  name. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1795  these  immigrants  reached  their  des- 
tined homes.  Their  first  care  was  to  construct  a  shelter  for  themselves 
and  families.  This  they  did  by  slashing  the  trees  and  covering  them 
with  boughs  and  blankets.  The}^  then  cleared  and  burned  the  smaller 
trees,  and  converted  the  ground  between  the  larger  trees  into  cornfields. 
There  they  grew  their  corn,  usually  good  crops,  and  as  there  were  no 
mills  accessible  for  grinding  they  converted  some  of  the  larger  trees 
into  mortars  for  pounding  or  grinding  their  corn. 

Mrs.  Miller,  the  wife  of  Hugh  Miller,  was  an  extraordinary  woman, 
a  woman..  oi< rare  courage,  and  possessed  great  powers  of  endurance. 
There  being  no  physician  in  town  she  was  often^  called  upon  to  visit  the 
sick  and  suffering.  She  traveled  much  in  midwinter  on  snow^-shoes, 
by  marked  trees.  In  summer  time  she  w^as  obliged  to  cross  the  river 
by  boats,  which,  many  times  in  midnight  darkness,  brought  her  into 
great  danger.  The  fnst  sermon  preached  in  town  was  delivered  at  her 
house.  '  It  was  iij  the  year  1802,  by  Bishop  Hedding,  a  pioneer  of  Meth- 
odism, who,  following  the  trail  of  the  early  immigrants,  found  his  way 
to  her  home.  This  good  woman  survived  her  husband  about  ten  years, 
and  died  in  1820.  Her  funeral  was  attended  in  a  barn.  She  was  buried 
on  a  hill  near  her  home,  beside  her  husband. 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before  other  families  came  from  different  parts 
of  the  state  and  even  outside  the  state  :  the  Powells  from  the  Massa- 
chusetts border,  the  Royces  from  Tinmouth,  and  the  Carpenters  from 
Rutland.  These  pioneers  made  themselves  homes  in  different  parts  of 
the  state  and  were  seemingly  well  united,  for  a  time  at  least,  until  two 
distinct  parties  arose  (the  result  of  a  political  infltience  exerted  by  the 
exciting  events  of  the   French    Revolution).     Party   spirit  ran  high, 
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although  our  government  persisted  in  preserving"  a  position  of  strict 
neutrab'ty  and  of  showing  due  respect  to  the  mother  country.  I^esidcs, 
the  commerce  of  the  country  suffered  greatly  from  the  rules  and  regu- 
lation instituted  by  England.  As  a  matter  of  course  the  people  of  Rich- 
ford,  occupying  territory  bordering  on  Canada,  were  subjected  to  niany 
hardships  and  dangers. 

The  earliest  settlers  of  Richfoi  d,  it  seems,  were  not  the  original  pro- 
prietors or  landowners,  but  the  territory  was  owned  by  a  company  of 
men,  sixty  in  number,  most  of  them  outside  of  the  state,  and  many  of 
them  living  in  the  state  of  Connecticut.  These  men,  Jonathan  Wells, 
esq.,  and  his  associates  to  the  number  of  sixty,  petitioned  the  lei^islature 
of  Vermont  to  grant  them  this  tract  of  unoccupied  land,  lying  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state,  bordering  on  Canada,  "  and  not  heretofore 
granted."  The  legislature  of  Vermont,  the  Governor  and  Council, 
for  the  pur[)ose  of  encouraging  the  settlement  of  a  new  plantation,  and 
other  valuable  considerations,  granted  their  request,  "  and  this  tract  of 
land,  six  miles  square,  forming  a  part  of  the  northern  boundary  of 
Franklin  county,  was  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Richford." 

Provisions  of  the  Charier. — "  Each  proprietor  of  said  town,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  shall  plant  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land,  and  build 
a  house  at  least  eighteen  feet  square  on  the  floor,  or  have  one  family 
settled  on  each  right  or  share  of  land  in  said  town  within  the  term  of 
four  years  next  after  the  circumstances  of  the  war  will  with  safety  ad- 
mit of  settlement.  This  on  penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  said  grant  or 
share  of  land  in  said  town,  which  shall  in  all  cases  revert  to  the  state. 
These  grants,  to'gether  with  five  equal  shares,  to  be  approj)riated  to 
public  use,  as  follows  :  one  share  for  the  use  of  a  seminary  or  college 
within  the  state ;  one  for  the  use  of  the  Franklin  County  Grammar 
School;  one  for  the  first  settled  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  town;  one 
share  for  the  support  of  the  ministry  ;  and  one  share  for  the  support  of  a 
school  or  schools  within  said  town." 

Town  Meetings. — The  first  town  meeting  was  called  by  Steplien  Royce, 
of  Berkshire,  in  a  warning  dated  March  30,  1799,  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Jonathan  Janes.  Agreeable  to  call  the  meeting  opened  and  Stephen 
Royce  was  chosen  moderator,  after  which  the  town  w^as  organized  by 
the  selection  of  the  following  officers:  Town  clerk,  Chester  Wells;  treas- 
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urer,  Jonathan  Janes;   selectmen,  Jonathan  Janes,  Daniel  Janes,  and 
Robert  Kennedy;  constable,  Theophilus  Hastings. 
**  Grand  List  for  1799: 


These  landowners,  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Daniel  Wadsworth,  and 
Timoth}^  Seymour,  and  others  of  Hartfoid,  Conn.,  appointed  as  their 
lawful  attorney  Jonathan  Janes,  to  vote  for,  and  in  their  names  in  all 
legal  meetings  to  draw  lots,. make,  divide,  and  partition  all  lands  owned 
by  them  in  said  town  of  Richford.  In  witness  whereof  is  aflixed  their 
names  and  seals,  the  first  day  of  July,  1800.  That  Jonathan  Janes  was 
for  a  time  lawful  agent  for  a  majority  of  the  landowners  of  the  town  is 
seen  by  a  statement  made  by  him,  recorded  on  page  12,  ])ook  1,  of  the 
records  of  the  town  of  Richford,  as  follows  : 

*'  Be  it  remembered  that  for  the  encouragement  of  the  settlement  of 
the  town  of  Richford,  I  have  this  day  agreed  with  Chester  Wells  (who 
is  now  residing  in  said  Richford  and  owns  a  number  of  lots  of  land  in 
said  town)  that  I  will,  as  agent  for  a  major  part  of  the  proprietors  of 
said  town,  give  him  a  chance  to  pitch  the  lots  hc'owns,  except  those  he 
has  already  pitched,  provided  he  takes  only  one  lot  in  a  place,  and  puts 
a  settler  on  to  each  lot  which  he  i)itches,  on  any  lands  that  are  not  al- 
ready engaged,  that  I  have  the  care  of." 

.  The  same  year  a  tax  of  six  dollars  on  each  proprietor's  right  was  voted 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  Jonathan  Janes  for  his  services,  time,  and  ex- 
penses in  attending  to  matters  concerning  suits  before  the  Circuit  Courts; 
also  **  voted  that  John  Powell  be  appointed  collector  to  collect  the  above 
tax  "  About  this  time  there  was  considerable  uneasiness  felt  in  regard 
to  land  titles,  and  in  regard  to  the  division  or  size  of  the  lots,  as  no  cor- 
rect record  had  been  kept.  On  petition  of  more  than  one-sixteenth  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Richford  a  meeting  was  called  to  consider 
the  subject  of  re-di\'ision.  ^Xgreeable  to  call  fifty-seven  proprietors,  by 
themselves  or  duly  authorized  agents,  met  at  the  house  of  Jonathan 
Janes,  June  21,  1801,  and  transacted  the  following  business: 

"Voted,  That  as  it  is  found  on  examining  the  lots  in  said  town  that 


Sixteen  Polls,  twent)-  dollars  each.  . 
Twenty-five  acres  of  land  improved 

One  House  

Other  property  


$320.00 
61.25 
3.00 
800.00 
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some  lots  contain  more  than  double  the  number  of  acres  that  other  lots 
do,  which  ought  to  be  of  equal  size  ;  and  as  it  appears  that,  by  reason  of 
the  said  mistake,  the  same  lands  included  in  some  of  the  lots  surveyed 
for  a  first  division  are  also  included  in  the  lines  of  some  of  the  lands 
surveyed  for  a  second  division ;  and  as  it  also  appears  by  the  papers 
handed  over  to  the  person  who  had  heretofore,  as  it  is  said,  been  clerk 
for  said  proprietors,  that  no  division  has  heretofore  been  legally  made 
of  any  part  of  the  lands  in  said  town,  and  if  there  has  been  a  division 
pretended  to  be  made  there  appears  no  record  of  the  same  whereby  it 
can  be  ascertained  where  each  proprietor's  lots  are.  It  is  therefore  voted 
that  all  the  former  doings  of  said  proprietors,  if  any  have  been  done,  and 
also  of  the  surveys,  be  considered  void  and  of  no  effect,  and  all  the  land 
be  considered  as  common  and  undivided  until  a  division  shall  be  made, 
by  voting  to  settlers  the  lots  on  which  they  live,  or  by  drawing  for  their 
lots  as  the  law  directs. 

"  Jonathan  Janes,  Town  Clerk." 
At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town  June  21,  1801,  I^radford 
and  John  Powell  were  appointed  a  committee  to  layout,  and  survey  into 
lots  of  105  acres  each,  three  lots  to  each  proprietor's  right  in  said  town, 
and  to  make  an  accurate  plan  and  report  the  same  as  soon  as  completed, 
or  at  an  adjourned  meeting  June  21,  1802. 

Met  June  21,1  S02,  and  report  work  not  completed  ;  vote  to  adjourn 
to  1803  ;  met  and  adjourned  until  1S06,  when  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  received  and  accepted."  Still  the  settlers  were  not  quiet;  doubts 
arose  in  the  minds  of  some  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  doings  of  the 
proprietors ;  whether  the  meeting  of  said  proprietors  was  so  organized 
as  to  make  all  doings  legal  and  binding.  Although  the  greatest  effort 
was  made  -to  quiet  settlers  in  possession  of  their  lands  there  was  still 
great  uneasiness  in  regard  to  the  titles,  and  also  as  to  the  size  of  the 
lots.  Thus  matters  progressed  until  February,  1S22,  when  the  proprie- 
tors, by  themselves  or  their  agents,  met  at  the  house  of  Stephen  Blais- 
dell,  and  appointed  Asa  Aldis,  Stephen  Royce,  and  John  Pow^ell  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  full  and  complete  survey  of  the  town,  and  a  division 
among  the  proprietors,  either  by  draft,  or  by  voting  to  settlers  the  lots  on 
which  they  were  then  located.  All  of  this  was  thereafter  done  as  re- 
quired by  the  proprietors. 
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The  first  freemen's  meeting  was  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Septem- 
ber, 1/99,  only  eleven  votes  being  polled.  The  vote  was  unanimous, 
however,  for  the  following  officers:  Governor,  Isaac  Tichenor;  lieutenant- 
governor,  Paul  Brigham  ;  treasurer,  Samuel  Mattocks;  representative, 
Jonathan  Janes. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  tlie  various  town  representatives  since 
the  organization  of  tlic  towm  :  Jonathan  Janes,  1799-1802;  no  record, 
1803;  Joseph  Parker,  1804;  Robert  Kennedy,  1 805-07 ;  Amherst  ^Vil- 
loughb3%  1808;  John  Powell,  1809-10;  William  Rogers,  1811-12;  Jo- 
seph  l^arker,  1813;  William  Rogers.  1814;  Captain  John  Powell,  1815- 
17;  Ilezekiah  Goff,  1 8 1 8 ;  .  Captain  John  Powell,  1819-21;  Caleb 
Royce,  1822;  Sterling  Parker,  1823-26;  Jonathan  Carpenter,  1827-29; 
Rev.  William  l^ogers,  1830;  Caleb  Royce,  1831;  William  Rogers, 
1832;  John  Muse,  1833-35';  Aldcn  .Sears,  1836-37;  John  Muse,  1838- 
39;  Nathaniel  Sears,  1840;  Jay  Powell,  1841-42;  Josiah  ])laisdell, 
1843;  Alden  Sears,  1844;  no  election  in  1845;  PP'^i'vey  D.  Farrar, 
1846-47;  Silas  P.  Carpenter,  1848-49;  Caleb  Royce,  1850;  Calvin  P. 
Du-yer,  1851-52;  no  choice,  1853;  S.  P.  Carpenter,  1854;  Lucius  Goff, 
1S55-56;  Josiah  Plaisdcll,  1857;  Charles  Royce,  1858-59;  Arvin  A. 
Brown,  1860-61;  Lorenzo  Corliss,  1862-63;  Orvill  Smith,  1864-65; 
William  Corliss,  1866-67;  Caleb  Royce,  1868;  William  C.  Brown, 
1869-70;  M.W.  Rounds,  1872;  E.  M.  Powell,  1874;  A.  S.  Chace, 
1876;  W.  C.  Brown,  1878;  A lonzo  l)Utton,  1 880 ;  Richard  Snn'th,  1882; 
Reuben  Combs,  1884;  J.  S.  Daile>',  1886;  J.  C.  Baker,  1888;  Menry 
Heath,  1890. 

The  first  bridge  across  the  Missisquoi  was  built  at  the  mill-pond  just 
above  the  dam.  The  dam  referred  to  was  a  little  above  the  present  one. 
It  was  built  by  Timothy  Seymour,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1796.  He  also 
built  a  saw-mill  (a  little  later)  near  where  the  present  mill  now^  stands 
and  put  into  the  mill  a  run  of  stones  for  the  purpose  of  grinding  corn. 
The  mill  stones  were  made  from  native  granite. 

The  first  store  in  town  was  owned  by  Amherst  Willoughby,  and  lo- 
cated near  the  falls.  Me  also  buiit  a  distillery  near  the  dam.  Daniel  Janes 
built  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  on  the  site  where  William 
Corliss's  house  now  stands.  About  this  time  Samuel  Shepherd  built  a 
trip-hammer  shop  on  the  same  side  of  the  river.    Tie  built  a  log  house 
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where  G.  N.  Goff's  house  is  now  located,  where  afterwards  John  Dwyer 
built  and  lived  nearly  a  half  century,  and  was  for  many  years  the  only 
blacksmith  in  the  town.  F.  Steward  built  of  scantling  and  boards  a 
small  house  wliere  now  stands  tiie  house  occupied  over  a  half  century 
by  William  Goff,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  now  occupied  by  Ho- 
mer L.  Baker.  Nathaniel  Rains  built  a  hotel  on  the  corner  near  tlie 
present  residence  of  C.  S.  Ro\'ce,  esq.  A  Mr.  Spring  built  a  house  near 
where  Hon.  Luther  Raker  lives.  Deacon  Joshua  Smith,  Caleb  Sapders, 
and  a  Mr.  Galf  built  tenements  on  the  same  road.  Samuel  Heath  built 
on  a  road  leading  to  "  Hardwood  Hill."  Chester  Wells  and  Rev.  Will- 
iam Rogers  settled  on  the  road  .leading  to  North  l^erkshire,  and  Stephen 
Carpenter  near  where  James  Conner  now  lives,  on  a  farm  h'ing  both 
sides  of  Canada  line,  with  other  settlers  on  tlie  east  side  of  the  branch, 
on  what  is  now  ]^rovince  street,  and  some  in  the  south  part  of  the  village, 
now  Main  street.  There  were  others  who  came  about  this  time,  among 
them  Mr.  Bra\'er,  Mr.  Ladd,  Samuel  White,  ]3radford  Janes,  Jarcd  Farn- 
ham,  and  John  h^rench.  About  this  time  there  was  a  road  opened  to 
the  head  of  the  rapids,  to  what  is  now  known  as  East  Richford.  Set- 
tlers were  now  coming  in  quite  rapidly,  and  much  of  the  best  land  was 
taken.  For  awhile  everything  seemed  prosperous,  and  land  brought  a 
good  price.  But.  a  change  came.  In  the  spring  of  I  804  the  high  water 
did  great  damage  to  the  business  interests  of  the  town.  It  took  off  the 
bridge  and  some  of  the  shops  and  other  buildings  about  the  falls.  The 
depression  of  business  caused  thereb}',  together  with  the  disturbance  in 
regard  to  land  titles,  which  had  previously  agitated  the  settlers,  induced 
many  of  the  early  inhabitants  to  leave  the' town.  Some  moved  to  St. 
Albans,  some  to  Berkshire,  and  some  even  to  other  states,  and  across  the 
border  line  to  Canada,  leaving  the  few  with  their  large  families  to  face 
the  trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life  as  best  they  could. 

At  the  time  our  country  declared  war  with  Great  Britain,  18 12,  the 
people  of  Richford  found  themselves  face  to  face  with  their  old  enemy, 
although  Vermont  was  not  compelled  to  take  up  arms  in  the  common 
cause.  John  and  Bradford  Powell  were  then  living  at  the  falls.  John 
was  an  officer  in  the  customs  department,  and  also  kept  the  only  hotel 
in  the  place.  This  served  as  a  rendezvous  or  barracks  for  the  soldiers 
then  stationed  along  the  line.    The  company,  called  militia,  who  vol- 
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untecred  to  march  in  defense  of  the  coiintn',  went  as  far  as  Plattsburgh, 
the  lieadquarters  of  tlic  United  Stales  forces  on  the  frontier.  They 
were  expected  to  report  for  duty  on  arriving  at  camp.  Some  of  these 
bi-avc  men,  however,  thought  tliat  too  severe,  ainl  conchidcd  to  wait  a 
h'ttle  to  see  if  they  conld  not  get  along  witliont  them.  It  seemed  they 
did. 

The  War  of  1812-15,  and  the  cold  season  following,  nearly  desolated 
the  town.  Tlie  few  remaining  inhabitants  were  in  a  starving  condition  ; 
corn  could  not  be  purchased  for  less  than  three  dollars  per  bushel,  and 
flour  comparatively  high,  and,  the  worst  of  all,  there  was  no  money  in 
circulation  and  nothing  that  would  bring  money  or  i)urchase  the  neces- 
sary articles  of  food.  'J'here  was  no  alternative  for  the  settlers  but  to 
cut  down  the  trees  and  convert  them  into  salts  and  potash,  the  only 
articles  v\'ithin  their  reacJi  that  would  bring  money;  mean  while  potatoes 
and  niilk  supplied  the  large  families  with  food. 

In  1817  the  third  bridge  across  the  jMissisquoi  was  swept  away,  and 
the  people  were  compelled  to  cross  the  river  in  boats  until  1S18.  Hez- 
ekiah  Goff  built  a  bridge  and  warranted  it  to  stand  fifteen .  years.  In 
tlie  year  1822  the  high  water  again  did  great  damage  to  the  people  of 
Richford.  It  carried  away  the  saw- mill,  t!ie  grist-mill,  and  the  cloth 
works,  and  also  the  bridge.  This  seemed  almost  a  fmishing  stroke 
to  the  people  of  the  town.  By  it  some  were  nearly  ruined.  Stephen 
Blaisdell  was  one  of  the  principal  losers.  It  was  about  this  time  that 
the  settlers  of  the  town  called  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  at  tlie  house 
of  Stephen  Blaisdell  and  voted  to  have  the  town  re-surveyed,  which 
was  accordingly  done  by  Joseph  Becman,  of  Fairfax,  as  already  stated, 
and  matters  so  arranged  as  to  give  good  titles  and  c^uiet  the  settlers  in 
possession  of  their  lands.  This  gave  great  encouragement  to  settlers, 
and  it  was  not  long  before  others  came  to  town,  Enoch  Carlton,  with 
his  son-in-law,  Alden  Sears,  came  about  this  time.  Sears  built  a  store 
and  did  quite  a  successful  business  for  a  time.  He  afterwards  built  a 
hotel,  which  is  still  standing — a  portion  of  the  Union  House  of  Richford. 
In  1837  ^I^-  Sears  built  a  starch  factory  on  a  brook  southwest  of  the 
Union  House,  which  gave  some  relief  to  farmers  for  awhile,  and  until 
the  potato  rot  cut  short  the  supply.  Mr,  Scars  afterwards  converted 
his  starch  factor}^  into  a  distiller)^ 
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In  1822  Williani  Goff,  of  Sheldon,  brother  of  Hezckiah  Goff,  came  lo 
town,  and  for  the  sum  of  $1,000  boui^ht  the  falls  and  mucli  of  the  land 
surrounding.  He  put  into  the  saw-mill  previously  built  by  Biaisdell 
a  run  of  stones  for  grinding.  Mr.  Goff  afterwards  built  the  grist-mill 
now  standing.  In  making  repairs  on  this  mill,  in  1884,  the  following 
inscription  was  found  on  the  back  side  of  the  bolt:  "The  first  grist- 
mill built  in  Richford  was  built  by  Colonel  Seymour  in  1797,  burnt  up 
in  1800  The  second  built  in  1803,  by  Jonathan  Janes,  and  stood  until 
William  Goff  built  another  in  1824.  William  Goff  built,  in  1837,  ^^^^ 
mill  now  standing.  l\Ien  work'ed  on  this  mill  :  A.  Newton,  S.  Brown, 
W.  Davis,  A.  Squire,  C.  Smith.  F.  Lamb.  J.  Wells,  Jon.  J.  Combs,  R. 
Lathrop,  J.  Harvey,  A.  Carr,  and  J.  Upham." 

Village  of  Richford. — As  the  population  of  the  town  increased  the 
resources  of  the  inhabitants  became  greater.  The  business  interests  of  the 
town  gradually  centered  about  the  falls,  now  the  village,  which  is  situ- 
ated on  both  sides  of  the  river,  while  one  of  principal  streets  crosses  the 
river  a  little  below  the  falls  proper. 

The  falls  were  for  mau}^  years  controlled  b)'  one  man,  Mr.  Goff,  but  of 
late  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  different  parties,  and  the  power  is 
now  being  utilized  to  something  of  its  capacity.  Mills  have  been  built 
and  machinery  put  in  operation.  As  one,  spe<d<ing  of  the  industries  of 
the  America!!  colonies,  has  said,  if  we  may  be  allow^ed  the  comparison, 
*'  all  other  trades  have  here  fallen  into  their  ranks  and  places  to  their 
great  advantage."  The  building  of  railroads  through  the  town  of  Rich- 
ford (in  which  the  thoughtful  and  enterprising  citizens  displayed  great 
interest)  gave  a  powerfid  impetus  to  its  business  interests.  In  1870 
the  town  of  Richford  issued  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $39,800,  to  be  used 
in  building  the  two  roads  now  established.  The  first  road  was  built  in 
1 87 1,  called  the  Southeastern.  'J'his  formed  a  connecting  link  between 
the  Passumpsic  and  Chamblee.  The  other  was  built  a  little  later,  and 
connects  the  town  with  the  south  and  the  great  southwestern  portion 
of  the  country.  The  effect  upon  the  business  interests  of  the  town  was 
not  only  in^iiediate,  but  kisting.  It  is  growing,  and  to-day  Richford  is 
really  one  of  the  most  prosperous  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state. 
As  a  port  of  entry  Richford  ranks  among  the  first.  The  amount  of 
goods  assessed  at  this  office  the  past  year,  the  .year  just  closed,  was 
about  $500,000,  and  the  duties  collected  amounted  to  $230,000. 
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At  present  Ivichford  is  doing  something  in  the  way  of  manufacturing 
articles  in  common  use,  but  the  hnnber  interest  exceeds  all  others. 
Richford  has  four  mills  on  the  river,  and  as  many  more  on  the  smaller 
streams.  The  mills  on  the  river  are  supplied  mostly  by  logs  floated 
down  in  times  of  high  water.  The  amount  of  lumber  turned  out  by 
these  mills  is  truly  considerable.  These  lumber  manufacturers  on  the 
river,  represented  by  J'aker,  Ih'ainerd  Co.,  C.  P.  Stephens  &  Co., 
Manual,  Richards  &  Co.,  and  Brainerd  &  Hatch,  have  of  late  pooled 
their  interests,  by  which  opcrdtion  all  are  supplied  from  the  same  stock, 
and  all  share  alike  the  profits  and  control  the  markets.  Thh  organiza- 
tion has  done  much  towards  advancing  the  business  interests  of  the  town. 
It  has  given  to  society  certain  conditions  of  security  and  regularity  nec- 
essar}'  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the  people.  Not  only  have  they 
given  a  permanence  and  security  to  the  business  interests  of  the  village, 
but  they  have  been  a  powerful  incentive  to  trade.  In  the  place  of  two 
or  three  variety  stores  there  are  now  a  large  number  of  extensive  busi- 
ness interests,  such  as  grocery,  hardware,  dry  goods,  men's  furnishing 
goods  stores,  etc.  There  are  now  in  the  village  two  good  hotels,  the 
Union  Hoirse  and  the  /Vmerican  House. 

Bas^  RicJifonl,  formerly  called  the  "  Mead  of  the  Rapids,"  is  growing 
to  be  a  place  of  some  importance.  It  is  located  on  the  Missisquoi. 
During  the  War  of  1S12  soldiers  were  stationed  at  this  place  to  guard 
the  frontier.  A  postoffice  is  established  here,  a  depot,  and  a  hotel. 
Grocery  and  other  stores  have,  within  a  few  years,  been  started  ;  also  a 
bJacksmith  and  other  shops.  The  Seventh-Day  Adventists  have  re- 
cently built  here  a  house  for  worship.  The  IMethodists  hold  services 
occasionally. 

SoiitJi  RicJiford,  so  called,  is  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  and 
was  at  one  time  a  place  of  some  business.  A  small  stream  of  water 
runs  through  it.  on  which,  in  1802,  a  saw- mill  and  grist-mill  were  built 
by  Hezekiah  Goff;  also  other  machinery  for  cloth- dressing,  etc.,  were 
run  for  awhile,  until  the  larger  streams  took  away  the  custom.  The 
hamlet  still  sustains  good  schools,  and  some  of  the  time  has  preaching 
on  the  Sabbath. 

Schools. — Tiie  first  school-house  in  town  was  located  on  the  west  side 
of  what  is  known  as  the  north  branch  of  the  Missisquoi.    This  served 
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not  only  for  a  school- house,  but  for  many  years  a  place  for  worship. 
Tliis  was  the  first  school  district  organized  in  town.  The  next,  known 
as  No.  2,  was  afterwards  called  the  village  district.  The  house  was 
located  on  Province  street,  near  where  Mr.  McCarty's  house  now  stands. 
The  number  of  scholars  in  the  second  or  village  district,  in  1802, 
between  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen,  is  given  as  thirty.  In  1825,  ac- 
cording to  the  record  of  the  district  clerk,  there  were  belonging  to  dis- 
trict No.  2  t\venty-tv;o  families  with  eight}-- eight  scholars  of  suitable 
age  for  school.  Richford  has  now  nine  full  school  districts,  with  two 
union  districts  on  the  border  of  the  town. 

Richford  Academy,  now  in  the  village,  is  a  two-story  building,  erected 
in  1 87 1,  capable  of  accommodating  200  students.  The  cost  of  the  build- 
ing was  about  $5,000.  In  1S88  an  addition  was  built,  capable  of  ac- 
commodating nearly  as  many  more. 

Churches. — The  first  church  in  town  was  that  of  the  l^aptist  Society, 
organized  August  12,  1802.  The  record  gives  eleven  original  members, 
five  males  and  six  females,  namely  :  Stephen  Carpenter  and  wife,  Rhoda 
Gibson,  F.  Brown,  J.  Rowe,  L.  Gibbs,  S.  Scoville,  J.  French,  S.  French, 
and  a  Mr.  Calf.  The  St.  Armand  and  Sutton  churches  sent  dele- 
gates to  hold  recognition  services.  At  a  covenant  meeting  held  the 
same  month  Mr.  Thomas  Arms  and  wife  were  received  into  the  church. 
Stephen  Carpenter  and  wife  and  Rhoda  Gibson  were  the  first  persons 
baptized  in  Richford.  This  church  called  to  the  pastprate  Rev.  William 
Rogers,  of  Stanbridge,  P.  O.,  who,  in  1 804,  comn]enced  a  pastorate 
which  continued  over  forty-five  years.  In  1825,  in  consequence  of  some 
difference  in  doctrinal  views,  a  number  of  persons  withdrew  from  church 
connections,  and  the  result  was  tl:e  formation  of  another  church,  a 
second  l^aptist  society.  Several  attempts,  however,  v/ere  made  to  re- 
unite the  two,  but  to  no  effect.  For  a  time  there  were  some  additions 
to  the  first  church.  Later  the  loss  of  these  members  without  additions, 
together  with  the  natural  dimunition  by  deaths  and  removals,  resulted 
in  the  final  extinction  of  the  society.  The  church  records  show  no  dates 
later  than  February, 5,  1848. 

TJlc  Second  Baptist  CJiurcJi,  formed  in  1825,  existed  about  eighteen 
years.    Revs.  Prosper  Powell,  James  Spaulding,  Albert  Stone,  William 
Arthur,  and  Wellington  Sornborger  were  ministers. in  charge  of  the 
58 
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church  at  different  times.  In  1842  this  society,  in  connection  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  built  the  first  meeting--house  in  town,  the  building 
now  used  for  a  town  house. 

The  TJiird  Baptist  CJiurcJi  was  organized  July  15,  185  i,  with  fourteen 
constituent  members.  Delegates  from  the  l^aptist  churches  in  Enos- 
burgli,  Montgomery,  Fairfield,  and  St.  Armand  composed  the  re- organ- 
izing council.  The  first  pastor  w^is  J.  C.  Briant,  succeeded  by  Rev.  A. 
Bedell,  February  17,  1857.  Arnold  L.  Arms,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mar- 
tha Arms,  first  mem»bers  received  into  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Rich- 
ford,  was  ordained  to  the  ministry,  and  in  i860  was  called  to  the  pastor- 
ate of  this  church,  in  which  capacity  he  served  acceptably  for  some  time. 

The  First  Methodist  class  in  town  was  formed  in  1825,  with  these 
members:  Dr.  Alvin  Lusk  and  wife.  Porter  Bliss  and  wife,  Jay  Pow^ell, 
Rebecca  GolT,  and  Rebec'ca  Carr.  It  was  not  long  before  the  number 
increased  to  thirty  or  forty  members.  Dr.  Lusk  wms  appointed  leader 
of  the  class;  Jay  Powell,  assistant  leader,  Mr.  Pow^ell  was  afterwards 
appointed  leader  and  steward,  which  office  he  held  for  twenty  years  or 
more.  At  the  time  of  formation  the  Richford  class  was  connected  with 
the  Sheldon  circuit,  but  in  consequence  of  increasing  membership  of  the 
Sheldon  church  Richford  was  set  off  with  the  Franklin  circuit,  and 
again  from  the  Franklin  to  the  Berkshire;  also  to  the  Montgomery  cir- 
cuit. In  1861  the  Richford  and  Berkshire  circuit  was  formed,  with 
headquarters  at  Richford.  In  1864  a  parsonage  was  built,  and  from  that 
time  the  Methodists  have  had  a  resident  minister.  Rev.  B.  F.  Living- 
stone was  the  first.  Under  his  care  the  membership  increased.  In  1867 
it  was  nearly  100.  'The  present  membership  is  about  171. 

The  Advent  ChitrcJi  of  Richford  w^as  organized  in  the  year  1856,  with 
about  sixty  members.  Rev.  S.  S.  Garvin  was  the  first  pastor.  Some 
of  the  members  were  formerly  connected  with  the  Second  Baptist 
church  of  Richford,  among  them  Deacon  Nelson  Smith,  Samuel  Heath  ; 
also  Russell  Smith,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Rev. 
F.  H.  Peabody  was  the  first  minister  ordained  by  this  church  in  1879. 
For  several  years  this  soc'cty  had  frequent  additions  to  its  numbers,  but 
in  later  years  there  have  been  few^  new  members.  During  the  last  two  or 
three  years  the  church  has  sustained  preaching  only  part  of  the  time. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  CJiurcJi  established  a  mission  in  Richford  in 
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1881,  called  St.  Ann's  Mission.  In  1883  they  built  a  house  for  worship, 
whicli  is  located  on  the  hill  just  in  rear  of  the  union  church,  now  the 
town  house  of  Richford.    Their  present  rector  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Daggett. 

The  RoDian  CatJwlic  CJuivcJl  of  Richford  was  organized  in  1874,  by 
Bishop  L.  de  Goesbriand,  with  about  100  members.  They  now  have  a 
large  church  with  rapidly  increasing  membership. 

There  are  now  five  churclies  and  church  organizations  in  Richford 
village.  The  first  cliurch  edifice  was  built  in  1842,  located  on  the  hill 
north  of  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  river  just  bcl'ow  the  falls.  This 
was  the  only  church  building  occupied  by  the  Methodists,  l^aptists,  and 
Adventists  until  1S71,  when  the  Methodists  built  a  house  on  River 
street  and  the  Adventists  one  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  In  fact 
the  latter  was  called  a  union  church.  The  Baptists  were  invited  to  oc- 
cupy the  house  immediately  after  its  dedication,  and  filled  the  pulpit 
one-half  of  the  time  until  1 888,  when  they  built  a  house  on  the  west  side 
of  Main  street  near  the  Richford  Academy.  They  now  sustain  preach- 
ing regularly.  Rev.  Mr.  Schofield  has  been  their  preacher  since  the 
dedication  of  their  house. 

Societies  and  Orders. — The  Good  Templars  is  the  only  organization 
now  active.  This  is  kept  alive  by  the  constant  efforts  of  Mrs.  R.  R.  Bo- 
right.    The  W.  C.  T.  Union  was  organized  in  1871. 

A  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  was  organized  January  17,  1883.  Charter 
members:  11.  E.  Rustedt,  G.  F.  Smith,  J.  N.  Powell,  J.  H.  Flale,  J.  C. 
Baker,  L.  W.  Powers,  H.  H.  Thomas,  and  H.  L.  Baker. 
,  Frontier  Post,  No.  70,  G.  A.  R.,  w^as  organized  in  1883,  and  Colonel 
C.  D.  Gates  was  the  mustering  officer.  The  first  commander  was  E.  11. 
Powell  ;  adjutant,  Lewis  S.  Hebb ;  quartermaster,  W.  W.  Kinsley. 
There  have  been  sixty- six  names  enrolled,  forty-five  being  the  present 
number. 

Descendants  of  Pioneers. — Among  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Richford 
now  living  are  the  Corlisses,  descendants  of  Ii^phraim  Corliss,  who  came 
to  town  in  1S04.  There  are  at  present  living  in  town  three  daughters, 
and  three  sons,  William,  Hezekiah,  and  Lorenzo,  men  of  means  and  of 
standing,  and  representative  men  withal. 

The  Stanhopes-  are  descended  from  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  who 
came  to  town  in  1796.    But  few  representatives  of  this  name  are  now 
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remaining.  Two  or  three  nimilies  are  still  in  possession  of  the  lands  left 
to  them  by  tlieir  ancestors. 

Bradford  Powell  came  to  this  town  as  early  as  1799,  then  a  young  man 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Mr.  I^owell  had  much  to  do  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  town.  His  name  appears  as  one  of  the  first  surveyors,  as  lister, 
and  also  deputy  collector  of  customs.  He  early  formed  a  co-partnership 
with  his  brother  John  and  Horace  Janes,  of  St.  Albans,  and  traded  for 
a  time  in  a  small  store  on  the  corner  where  Alvin  Gofl's  dwelling  house 
now  stands.  Tiie  firm,  however,  did  not  live  very  long.  It  was  diu'ing 
the  troublous  times  of  1812-15,  when  Congress  placed  some  proscription 
on  trade,  and  as  many  of  their  goods  came  from  Canada,  their  trade  was 
necessarily  embarrassed.  The  cold  season  following  Mr.  Powell  was 
compelled  to  place  an  encumbrance  on  his  real  estate,  which  he  was 
never  able  to  discharge.  Mr.  I^owell  married  Claris.sa  Goff,  in  April, 
1803,  and  was  the  father  of  nine  children.  He  died  wdien  a  compara- 
tivel}'  young  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  P^irst  l^aptist  church. 
Mr.  Powell  has  no  surviving  children,  but  has  several  grandchildren  liv- 
ing. Jay  Powell,  the  oldest  son,  born  March  7,  1 704,  died  September, 
1872.  The  father  of  Jay  Powell  died  when  Jay  was  about  sixteen  years 
of  age,  leaving  nine  children,  Jay  being  the  eldest.  The  care  of  the 
family  consequently  devolved  upon  him.  At  the  time  of  his  father's 
death  his  estate,  owing  to  cold  seasons  and  a  protracted  sickness  of  three 
years,  was  in  an  embarrassed  condition.  Jay  managed  to  provide  for 
the  smaller  children  until  phices  could  be  found  for  them.  He  then 
went  to  work,  wherever  he  could  find  employment,  to  raise  money  to 
pay  the  debts  that  were  against  the  estate.  In  less  than  five  years  he 
had  succeeded  in  paying  them  all,  and  saved  the  property  for  the  chil- 
dren. In  1824  Mr.  Powell  married  E.  M.  Smith.  In  1825  he  became 
a  Christian,  and  was  one  of  the  eight  members  that  formed  the  first 
Methodist  class  in  town.  He  was  appointed  leader  of  the  class,  and 
afterwards  labored  for  some  time  as  an  exhorter.  He  was  ordained 
deacon  in  1824,  at  Plattsburgh.  Mr.  Powell  never  joined  the  confer- 
ence, but  labored  on  the  plan  of  the  circuit,  filling  a  share  of  the  appoint- 
ments. He  never  received  any  compensation  for  his  labor,  but,  like 
most  local  preachers  of  early  days,  worked  with  his  hands  during  the 
week  and  preached  on  the  Sabbath.    There  being  no  settled  preacher  in 
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town  he  was  often  called  upon  to  attend  funerals,  which  called  him  from 
his  secular  business,  oftentimes  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Mr.  Powell  never  wholly  gave  up  preaching,  aiid  for  man}^  years  preached 
but  little.  Yet  he  was  alwaws  zealous  to  pron^iote  the  interests  of  the 
church,  still,  at  the  same  time,  liberal  in  his  views,  lie  enjo\-ed  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the '  people,  who  honored  him  in  man)'  w^ys. 
He  was  in  the  legislature  in  1841-42. 

Captain  John  Towell,  brother  of  Ihadford  Powell,  was  another  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers.  Of  his  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter  are 
now  living.  Captian  Powell  was  a  person  who  had  much  to  do  in  town 
business.  He  was  appointed  to  survey  and  make  a  permanent  division 
of  the  town;  was  also  a  collector  of  taxes  and  of  customs.  He  repre- 
sented Richford  in  the  legislature  in  1809-ioand  in  1815-17.  He 
kept  the  only  hotel  in  town  for  several  )'ears.  His  sons  now  living  in 
town  are  John  F.  and  James  G.  Powell.  The  former  was  a  grocer  for 
many  years,  but  failing  health  compelled  him  to  give  up  tlie  business. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  son-in-law,  Frank  C.  Scars,  who  is  doing  a 
prosperous  business.  Mr.  Sears  served  in  the  late  war.  George  N. 
Powell,  another  son  and  the  father  of  J.  N.  Powell,  now  one  of  the  gro- 
cers of  the  village,  is  still  living  in  I^^den,  Vt.  He  was  at  one  time  pro- 
prietor of  the  Union  House,  of  Richford.  James  G.  Powell  commenced 
business  in  1845  ''^s  a  carriagemaker  (the  first  in  towm),  but  failing  health, 
and  the  loss  of  one  arm,  put  a  check  on  that  business.  In  i860  he 
opened  a  grocery  store  in  the  village  (the  first  grocery  in  town).  He 
continued  in  this  business  about  twenty  years.  James  G.  Powell  has 
taken  some  intere'st  in  town  affairs,  and  held  many  offices  ;  he  was  in 
the  Senate  in  1886,  the  only  Democrat  in  the  body.  Mr.  l^owell  has 
been  the  local  agent  for  the  Vermont  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
over  twenty- five  years. 

Jonathan  Carpenter  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town.  He 
was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  His  father  canie  to  Berk- 
shire when  Jonathan  was  quite  young,  where  he  lived  for  a  time.  Jona- 
than, however,  w^as  soon  compelled  to  rely  wholly  upon  his  own  efforts, 
and  therefore  apprenticed  himself  to  a  tanner  and  shoemaker.  He  came 
to  this  town  as  early  as  1 800,  and  in  1810  married  Patience  Rogers, 
daughter  of  Rev.  William  Rogers.    They  settled  on  a  small  farm  bor- 
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dering  on  Canada,  (owned  at  present  by  I".  Puffer,)  where  he  built  a 
rude  log"  house  and  a  shop  for  shoemaking.  His  vats  for  tanning 
leather  were  made  on  a  flat  near  the  brook,  without  any  covering  aside 
from  a  few  loose  boards  thrown  o\'er  them,  and  covered  with  tan  bark  in 
winter  to  keep  them  from  freezing.  The  increasing  demand  for  leather 
induced  I\Ir.  Carpenter  in  1826  to  sell  his  farm  on  the  line  and  remove 
to  the  falls.  In  addition  to  leather  manufacturing  and  shoemaking  he 
built  a  store  near  the  north  end  of  the  bridge,  where  he  did  an  extensive 
business;  he  also  had  an  ashery  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  where 
Sheldon  Boright's  store  now  stands.  Mr.  Carpenter  did  a  successful 
business,  and  he  used  to  say  that  tanning  would  be  good  business  as 
long  as  children  were  born  barefoot.  He  had  much  to  do  in  all  town  af- 
fairs, and  held  nearly  all  town  offices  ;  he  was  the  first  mover  in  the  cause 
'oftemperan.ee  in  town,  and  a  believer  in  tlie  Christian  religion.  He 
represented  the  town  in  1811-12,  1814,  and  in  1831-32.  The  descend- 
ants of  Jonathan  Carpenter,  now  living,  are  four  daughters  and  one  son 
and  their  families.  I^revious  to  1887,  for  thirty  years  or  more,  there  re- 
sided within  the  limits  of  one-half  mile  five  daughters  and  one  son. 
The  son,  Silas  P.  Carpenter,  married  a  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Husc,  and 
is  now  living  on  the  site  occupied  by  Dr.  Huse  during  the  many  years 
of  his  life  as  a  physician.  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  active  in  town  busi- 
ness. He  was  town  clerk  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  and  customs  ofticer 
from  1 86 1  to  1885.  In  1885  Mr.  Carpenter  was  appointed  associate 
justice  of  the  P^ranklin  County  Court,  which  office,  by  subsequent  elec- 
.tions,  he  still  holds.  He  has  several  times  occupied  a  place  in  the  body 
of  lawmakers  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate  ;  he  also  has  been  for 
many  years  interested  in  the  lumber  business,  associated  with  Manuel, 
Richards  &  Co.  He  has  two  sons  interested  with  him  in  business,  De 
Forest  and  J.  li.  Carpenter. 

Rev.  William  Rogers  was  the  first  settled  minister  of  the  town.  He 
was  born  in  Hancock,  Mass.  His  father  was  a  Baptist  clergyman,  and 
the  first  settled  minister  of  that  place.  Rev.  Rogers  married  Susannah* 
Carr,  April  28,  1 79 1,  after  which  he  resided  in  Hancock  five  years.  He 
then  removed  to  St.  Armand,  where  he  resided  until  1804.  He  was. 
ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  1802.  In  1804  he  came  to 
Richford,  and  became  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  church. 
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Rev.  Rogers  was  a  preacher  of  the  old  stamp.  He  enjoyed  but  few 
advantages  for  Hterary  culture,  but  Providence  had  given  him  in  greatest 
plenty  that  which  would  be  most  useful  to  him  in  his  condition  in  life. 
He  was  a  man  of  close  observation  and  accurate  discrimination,  permit- 
ted nothing  to  pass  without  his  notice,  and  possessed  a  rare  memory  which 
enabled  him  to  accommodate  the  knowledge  thus  attained  to  the  pur- 
poses of  life.  His  life  was  governed  by  fixed  religious  principles,  for 
whatever  he  believed  to  be  right  he  was  ever  ready  to  maintain,  and 
ever  had  the  courage  to  be  true  to  his  convictions,  and  express  them 
boldly,  even  when  such  a  course  placed  him  in  opposition  to  his  friends. 
His  ideas  of  reform  were  wholly  upon  gospel  principles.  He  discarded 
the  idea  of  forming  societies  other  than  church  organizations.  He 
several  times  represented  t]]e  town  in  the  state  legislature.  He  died 
March  9.  185  i. 

Charles  S.  Royce  is  the  only  one  of  the  second  generation  of  his 
family  now  living  in  town.  The  other  members  have  in  later  years  re- 
moved to  different  parts  of  the  country.  Charles  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  influential  men  of  the  town,  and  has,  from  time  to  time,  been 
honored  with  different  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

John  S.  Royce,  also  one  of  the  second  generation,  was  a  lawyer  of 
some  repute,  able  and  well-read  for  the  time  in  which  he  lived.  He- 
man  S.  Royce,  also  a  brother,  was  a  lawyer  of  the  town,  but  later 
belonged  to  the  St.  Albans  bar. 

The  Goffs,  of  Richford,  are  the  descendants  of  Hezekiah  Goff,  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  also  a  soldier  in  theWar  of  1812.  In 
this  war  Mr.  GolT  enlisted  and  took  with  him  two  sons,  David  and 
Jonathan,  twins,  seventeen  years  of  age.  At  the  close  of  the  war  they 
all  returned  unharmed.  I\Ir.  Goff  has  grandsons  now  living  in  town. 
Alvin  Goff,  son  of  Hezekiah  Goff,  2d,  is  a  harnessmaker  of  the  town, 
and  lives  on  Province  street. 

William  W.  Goff,  son  of  William  Goff  before  mentioned,  is  a  farmer  of 
ripe  old  age.  Gilbert  L  ,  another  son,  served  four  years  in  the  war  for 
the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  came  home  at  the  close  of  the  war 
without  the  loss  of  a  limb  or  even  a  wound.  His  son,  Corliss  W.,  stands 
enrolled  among  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  H.  M.  and  M.  R.  Goff,  grandsons 
of  William  and  sons  of  L.  H.  Goff,  are  merchants  now  living  in  town. 
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The  Rounds,  Joseph,  Reuben,  and  George,  were  not  among  the  first 
nor  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  town,  yet  they  were  industrious,  substan- 
tial, and  useful  citizens,  who  lived  long  and  quiet  in  possession  of  the 
lands  early  acquired  by  themselves. 

There  are  now  living  two  aged  sisters,  Mrs.  Mary  Thorn  and  Mrs. 
Justice  Calkins.  A  few  of  their  descendants  are  now  living  in  town. 
M.  W.  Rounds,  a  grandson  of  Reuben  Rounds,  is  doing  an  extensive 
dry  goods  business  in  the  new  bank  block,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river. 

Some  Business  Interests. — There  are  now  in  town  two  creameries,  one 
on  Troy  street,  owned  by  Button  &  Deal,  and  one  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  owned  by  Boright  Smith  ;  also  a  furniture,  sash,  and  door 
factory,  owned  b}^  Ira  J.  Sweat  &  Co.  Another  successful  enterprise, 
recently  started  in  tow'ii,  is  a  vencer-mill,  at  present  owned  by  Manuel, 
Hardy  &  Co.  The  company  now  use  the  mill  principally  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  butter  trays  and  boxes.  Besides  these  there  arc  the  marble 
shop,  tin,  harness,  and  blacksmith  shops,  and  other  industries  necessary 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  village.  The  Ivichford  Savings  l^ank  and  Trust 
Company  was  chartered  February,  1875,  and  commenced  business  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000.  E.  H.  Powell  is  president,  and  S.  P.  Carpenter, 
treasurer. 

j^hysicians. — Dr.  William  Samson  was  the  first  physician  in  town, 
and  lived  near  where  C.  S.  Royce  now  resides.  Dr.  Alvin  Lusk  came 
to  town  about  1816.  He  had  a  good  practice  and  remained  here  until 
1827.  One  year  later  Dr.  John  Huse  came.  He  was  the  only  practi- 
cing physician  for  many  years,  and  was  quite  successful  •  Besides  his 
practice  Dr.  Huse  had  much  to  do  in  the  business  of  the  town.  ]-Ie  was 
elected  town  clerk  in  1830,  which  office  he  held  until  1846,  when  his 
son- in-law,  S.  P.  Carpenter,  succeeded,  and  who  continued  until  1873. 
Dr.  J.  H.  Hamilton  succeeded  Dr.  Huse  as  local  physician,  and  is  still 
in  practice.  Dr.  Hamilton  has  not  onh'  had  a  long  and  successful  prac- 
tice, but  has  started  a  number  of  young  men  on  the  road  to  success. 
He  is  now  assisted  by  Dr.  Manuel.  Dr.  S.  L.  Fuller  has  been  since 
1850  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  village. 

Dentists. — Dr.  Andrews  practiced  dentistry  in  this  village  for  several 
years,  and  left  town  about  1876.    About  that  time  Dr.  N.  F.  Hamilton 
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commenced  practice.  Dr.  Mamilton's  practice  has  been  successful. 
Although  located  in  Richford  he  "draws"  for  many  persons  residing 
in  the  adjoining  towns,  and  also  from  Canada. 

Druggists. — There  are  at  present  two  druggists,  P".  W.  Mitchell  and 
E.  G.  Garvin,  both  located  on  River  street. 

Richford  has  at  present  two  cemeteries,  one  called  the  old,  the  other 
the  new.  The  new  cemetery,  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  vil- 
lage off  Province  street,  is  neatly  laid  out,  though  but  sparsely  settled. 
The  old,  on  tlie  south  side  of  the  river,  is  not  so  orderly,  but  almost 
every  foot  of  ground  within  its  enclosure  is  occupied.  This  burying- 
ground  was  given  the  town  by  Stephen  Blaisdell,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, whose  mortal  remains  have  long  rested  there.  Ilezekiah  Goff, 
one  of  the  early  settlers,  father  of  Alvin  Goff,  was  the  first  person 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery.  The  first  birth  in  town  \vas  that  of  Sey- 
mour, son  of  Theophilus  Hastings,  the  latter  the  son-in-law  of  Hugh 
Miller,  the  first  settler  of  the  town  of  Richford. 

Ncivspapcrs. — The  first  newspaper  published  in  town  was  the  Frontier 
Sentinel,  a  weekly  four- page  paper,  started  by  Myron  F.  Wilson  (now 
publishing  a  paper  in  Bristol,  Vt.)  in  1886.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
Josiah  ]3.  Bowditch  purchased  the  paper  from  Mr.  Wilson,  and  continued 
its  publication.  The  first  number  bears  date  October  25,  1866.  Mr. 
Bowditch  continued  the  publication  of  the  Sentinel  until  1875,  when  he 
sold  to  Scott  &  Brown.  I^rown  soon  after  sold  his  interest  to  C.  L. 
Reed  (now  publishing  the  Riehford  Journal),  and  soon  afterward  Scott 
rej:ired.  In  the  spring  of  1 877  Reed  transferred  the  paper  and  office  to 
Lyman  Bailey,  of  Richford,  and  he  sold  it  to  a  young  printer  from  St. 
Johnsbury,  who  neglected  to  carry  out  the  contract,  whereupon  the 
paper  ceased  issue.  Since  1879  there  has  been  published  in  town  two 
newspapers,  the  Riehford  Journal  and  the  Riehford  Gazette. 

The  Gazette,  a  four-page  weekly,  published  by  the  Gazette  Publish- 
ing Company  and  edited  by  ]\Ir.  P.  Maloney,  is  a  reliable  journal  devoted 
to  local  and  general  news. 

The  Riehford  Journal  is  also  a  four-page  weekly.  It  was  established 
by  C.  L.  Reed,  October,  1878,  as  the  Green  Hlountain  Journal.  In  188 1 
Mr.  Reed  changed  its  name  to  the  Riehford  Journal.  Besides  local  and 
general  news  Mr.  Reed  gives  space  for  contributions  of  religious  intelli- 
gence. '  5'J  - 
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As  already  stated,  Richford,  in  enterprise  and  business  energy,  com- 
pares favorably  with  other  towns  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  The 
increase  of  its  population  and  the  enterprise  of  its  people  are  shown  by 
statistics  gathered  from  tinie  to  time.  In  iSoo  there  were  in  what  is 
now  the  village  corporation  but  eight  or  nine  families,  with  about  as 
many  more  scattered  over  the  town.  In  iSQOthe  population  was  about 
2,200,  one-half  of  which  is  included  in  the  village  corporation.  The 
village  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  state  legislature  approved  No- 
vember 21,  1878,  "to  be  hereafter  knov^'n  as  the  village  of  Richford." 
It  was  organized  under  this  act  in  1879.  The  village  is  provided  with 
water  and  a  board  of  water  commissioners,  with  hose  and  an  organized 
hose  company,  and  an  electric  light  plant  for  the  purpose  of  lighting 
the  village.  The  business  interests  of  the  village  and  tov/n  are  about  to 
receive  fresh  encouragement  in  the  erection  of  a  large  giain  elevator 
by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  Mone}'  has  been  sub- 
scribed and  land  ])urchascd  for  the  company,  on  whicli  to  erect  the 
building,  and  preparatory  work  has  already  commenced. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 
HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FAIRFAX. 

FAIRFAX  is  situated  in  the  extreme  southern  part  of  P^ranklin 
county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Fairfield  ;  east  by  Fletcher  ; 
south  by  VVestford  in  Chittenden  county;  and  west  by  Georgia.  The 
town  is  pentagonal  in  shape.  The  charter  was  granted  by  Penning 
Wentworth,  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  August  18,  1763,  to  Edward 
Burling  and  sixty-three  others,  granting  to  them  23,040  acres  of  land, 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  the  settlement  of  a  new  plantation. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  broken,  and  has  but  very  little  plain  land. 
Lying  between  the  village  and  W'estford  is  quite  a  large  tract  known  as 
the  "  Plain,"  which  is  very  level,  and  here  the  first  village  was  laid  out. 
It  contains  about  600  acres  of  land.    The  old  stage  road,  running  from 
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Miintington  to  Canada,  runs  across  the  same,  north  and  south.  A  road 
runninf^  east  and  west  was  laid  out  ten  rods  wide  and  known  as  the  pa- 
rade ground.  Formerly  on  the  Plain  was  a  store,  tavern,  pottery,  still,  pot- 
ash, and  fulling-mill,  all  of  which  hav^e  now  passed  away,  and  what  was 
the  first  incorporated  village  of  F'airfax  is  novv  used  for  farming  purposes. 

Among  the  original  forest  trees  the  pine  predominated,  Vv'ith  a  large  ad- 
mixture of  sugar-maple,  beech,  birch,  elm,  ash,  hemlock,  and  basswood. 
In  niost  all  cases  where  the  pine  was  cutoff  the  sugar-maple  has  sprung  up. 

The  town  is  well  watered  by  the  Lamoille  River  running  tlirough  the 
southern  portion,  and  about  half  way  of  its  course  there  is  a  fnll  of 
eighty  feet,  which  is  known  as  the  "  Great  Falls,"  which  is  without 
doubt  the  best  water- powei-  in  the  state.  The  stream  now  called  Mill 
]hook  heads  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  Fairfax,  and  flows  a  set  pcn- 
tine  course  through  the  town  and  empties  into  the  Lamoille  Iviver  at 
the  village.  On  tliis  brook  are  three  dams.  Tliat  which  is  known  as 
Shcpardson  or  Stone  Brook  heads  in  Fletcher,  passes  through  the 
southeast  part  of  the  town,  and  empties  into  the  Lamoille  just  below 
the  Great  F^'alls.     On  this  there  is  one  pond. 

Early  Propvictors'  Meetings. — At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
town  of  F^airfax,  legally  convened  at  Arlington  at  the  house  of  l^lnathan 
Merwin,  innholder,  on  the  30th  day  of  August,  1786,  according  to  the 
monition  published  in  the  YcrmoJit  Gazette  for  July,  1786,  and  occasion- 
ally in  the  Vermont  Journal  at  the  same  time,  the  following  action  was 
taken  : 

**Whercas,  Application  is  made  to  me  the  subscriber,  by  more  than  one 
Sixteenth  part  of  the*  proprietors  of  the  Town  of  Fairfax,  County  of  Ad- 
dison, State  of  Vermont,  to  warn  a  meeting  of  said  Proprietors;  these  and 
therefore  to  Notify  to  the  sd  Proprietors  that  they  meet  at  the  Dwelling 
house  of  Elnathan  Merwin,  of  Arlington,  in  the  County  of  Bennington, 
State  aforesaid,  on  the  30th  day  of  August  next,  beginning  at  Two  oclock 
in  the  afternoon  of  sd  day,  then  and  there  to  act  on  the  Following  arti- 
cles: 1st,  to  choose  a  Moderator  for  sd  Meeting  ;  2d,  a  Proprietors  Clerk; 
to  see  if  the  Proprietors  will  proceed  to  lay  out  the  first  division  Lots; 
4th,  to  see  if  the  Proprietors  v/ill  raise  a  sum  of  Money  by  Tax  to  de- 
fra}^  the  necessary  charges  which  may  arise  in  making  a  division. 

"  LSAAC  TiCHONOR,  Justice  Peace. 

*' Bennington,  July  2,  17S6." 
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The  meeting  was  properly  opened  and  James  Everts  chosen  mod- 
erator, and  Timothy  Todd,  proprietors'  clerk. 

"Voted,  That  t]ie  proprietors  will  lay  out  as  soon  as  may  be  one  hun- 
dred acres  on  each  right  for  the  first  Division  in  sucli  a  manner  that  the 
length  of  the  lots  shall  not  more  tlian  Twice  exceed  the  Breadth  of  the 
same.  Voted,  I'hat  the  surveyor  be  one  of  our  Committee  for  laying  out 
sd  township,  and  that  James  Everts  be  our  surveyor,  and  one  of  our  com- 
mitte.  Voted,  That  James  Horsford  be  another  of  our  Committee,  and 
that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  hTyda}-  the  8th  day  of  Sept.  next,  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Timothy  Todd,  in  Sunderland,  at  3  oclock  p.  M. 

"Test.  ThMY  Todd,  Proprietors'  Clerk." 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  held  at  Sunderland,  November  8,  1786,  the 
committee  made  their  report  of  the  survc}^  of  the  first  division  of  lots, 
and  they  were  allotted  to  the  several  owners.  At  a  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors holden  at  the  house  of  Reuben  Molton,  innholder,  at  Castleton, 
on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1790,  it  was  voted  to  survey  the  remaining 
undivided  land  in  Fairfax,  and  to  emplo}'  John  Safford,  of  Bennington, 
as  surveyor. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors  holden  in  town  was  held  June  9, 
1 79 1,  at  the  house  of  Ih'oadstreet  Spafford,  at  which  time  Captain  Seth 
Ford  was  elected  moderator,  and  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  by 
Thomas  Russell,  justice  of  the  peace.  Nathan  Spafford  was  proprietors' 
clerk.  At  this  and  subsequent  meetings  the  balance  of  the  lots  were 
surveyed  and  drawn  out.  The  surveying  and  dividing  the  town  was 
not  finished  until  ]\Iay  7,  1792. 

The  first  deed  recorded  in  Fairfax  was  from  James  Everts,  of  Georgia, 
to  Joseph  l^ecman,  jr.,  dated  May  20,  1798,  deeding  to  him  the  whole 
of  the  right  or  share  of  Thomas  Newton,  likewise  the  right  of  Joseph 
Newmarch,  for  $450. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  according  to  the  following  notice  : 

"Cambridge,  April  20,  1787. 

"This  may  certify  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Fairfax  had  a 
legal  warning  given  out  to  them  for  a  town  meeting  in  sd  town  on  Tues- 
day, the  22d  Day  of  March,  A.  D.  1787. 

"Amos  Fassett,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Captain  Broadstreet  Spafford, 
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who  was  elected  moderator.  Tliomas  Russell  was  elected  town  clerk; 
Nathan  Siiafford,  constable;  Broadstreet  Spafford,  first  selectman;  Rob- 
ert Barnett,  2d,  second  selcctnian  ;  and  Thomas  Russell,  third  select- 
man. At  that  meetlnf^^  the  freeman's  oath  was  administered  to  Ih'oad- 
street  Spafford,  Asa  Spaflbrd,  Robert  I^arnett,  2d,  Nathan  Spafford,  Jose 
Barnett,  and  Thomas  Russell. 

The  first  birth  in  town  of  which  we  have  any  record  was  Martha, 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Prudence  I'owers,  June  10,  17S4. 

Touni  Clerks  a)id  Treasurers. — Thomas  Russell  to  1796;  Erastus 
Safford,  1796  to  i  802  ;  Scth  ]^ord,  1802;  j'^rastus  Safford,  1803-07; 
Hampton  Lovegrove,  1807-20;  Erastus  Safford,  1S21  ;  H.  Lovegrove, 
1822-30;  N.  W.  Perry,  1831-33;  Churchill  Sampson,  1834-43; 
James  H.  P^ai  nsworth,  1844;  Silas  \V.  Brush,  18.15-56;  I'^lias  H.  Wells, 
1857-61  ;  Samuel  Randall,  1862;  Dr.  C.  E.  llawley,  1863-68;  Elias 
Bellows,  1868-81;  A.  B.  ]5eeman,  1882-91. 

The  first  settlement  made  in  P\airfax  was  by  Broaclstrect  Spafford, 
who,  with  two  sons,  Nathan  and  Asa,  came  from  New  Hampshire  in 
1783  and  bcgcin  improvement  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mrs.  David 
Shepardson,  on  the  Eamoille  K.iver.  In  the  following  )'ear  Robert  and 
Jose  ]-^arnett  came,  and  a  short  time  after  Thomas  Russell  settled  in  the 
town.  None  of  the  descendants  of  these  persons  are  now  living  liere. 
At  that  time  the  nearest  known  settlers  were  at  Cambridge,  some  seve-i 
miles  distant.  l"or  supplies  they  had  to  go  to  Burlington,  generally  on 
•  foot,  and  brought  their  purchases  back  on  their  shoulders.  In'the  spring 
of  1787  Broadstreet  Spafford  started  to  go  to  Burhngton,  and  as  he 
neared  the  Plain"  he  sa\\'  smok'c  arising,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that 
a  settlement  had  been  made  there  by  Levi  P^arnsworth,  who  came  from 
Charlestown,  N.  11.,  bringing  nothing  but  his  dog,  gun,  and  axe  with 
him.  He  built  a  log  house  on  the  farm  now  ou  ned  by  Mary  Ovitt. 
Mr.  Earnsworth  went  back  to  New  Hampshire  that  fall,  and  in  1790  re- 
turned bringing  his  family  with  him.  They  returned  by  the  way  of 
Williston,  and  from  there  cut  a  road  to  Cambridge  ;  then  followed  the 
road  of  Captain  Spafford  down  the  river,  and  forded  that  stream  just 
below  the  Great  Falls,  whence  a  road  was  cut  to  their  homes.  Levi 
Earnsworth  was  soon  followed  by  Jasper  Earnsworth,  sr.,  Jasper,  jr., 
and  Olivei:  and  Joseph  P^arnsworth,  all  of  whom  settled  on  the  Plain. 
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Buck  HolUnv. — In  the  nortlicast  ]:)art  of  the  town  of  ]^\iirfax,  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  portions  b}-  a  high  range  of  liills,  is  the  localit}'  com- 
monly known  as  l^uck  Hollow,  and  so  named  from  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  town  suriiamed  I^uck.  The  pioneer  of  this  family  w^as 
Gould  l^ucl-:,  who  came  to  the  locality  called  Buck  Hollow  during  the 
year  1790;  but  his  coming  was' soon  afterwards  followed  by  liis  brothers, 
George,  Zadoclc,  Nathan,  Joseph,  and  Jesse.  Josepli  Buck  went  into 
the  J^ritish  ai-my,  and  afterwa.rds  drew  land  in  Canada  from  the  h^nglish 
government,  on  which  land  he  lived  and  died.  Jesse  Inick  afterwards 
moved  to  New  York-  state. 

Of  the  pioneers  but  little  can  be  now  learned,  and  whatever  is  hdre 
stated  is  said  on  the  authority  of  an  old  member  of  tlie  family  now  liv- 
ing in  the  "  Hollow."  Gould  ])uck  married  Hannah  lUirritt,  and  had 
by  her  nine  children.  His'Second  wife  was  5^arah  Stone,  wlio  bore  liim 
two  children.  George  married  Lucy  ]lard,  and  raised  a  large  family. 
Zadock  married  Harriet  Murray,  but  liad  110  cliildren.  Nathan  married 
Poll)'  Stone,  and  liad  seven  children.  Joseph  married  Hannah  Hard, 
and  liad  a  goodly  family  of  cliildren.  Jesse  also  married,  but  his  wife's 
maiden  name  cannot  be  recalled.  She  was  always  known  as  Aunt 
Lydia.  Tlie)^  also  had  a  family.  The  I  hick  family  name  is  well  pre- 
served in  the  town,  and  among  its  representatix'es  are  some  of  the  most 
thrifty  and  progiessive  farmers  of  the  county. 

Another  of  the  old  families  in  this  locality  was  that  of  which  Abijah 
Hawley  was  the  liead.  He  was  the  son  of  Jehiel  Hawley,  of  Arlington, 
a  man  prominently  associated  witli  the  events  relating  to  the  earl}-  his- 
tory of  Vermont.  Abijah  Hawley  settled  in  the  extreme  northern  part 
of  what  is  called  Buck  Hollow,  as  early  it  is  said  as  1789.  He  was  in  all 
respects  the  industrious  and  useful  citizen,  prominent  in  town  affairs, 
and  highl}-  respected  throughout  the  community.  His  descendants, 
though  not  numerous  in  Fairfax,  are  among  the  leading  people  of  the 
town.  The  old  home  farm  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family,  thougli 
three  generations  removed  from  the  pioneer  stock.  A  part  of  the  old 
dwelling  still  stands,  and  to  that  ancient  structure  the  present  Hawley 
representatives  point  with  especial  pride,      ,  . 

The  Hollow  has  never  been  particularly  productive  of  manufactures, 
the  residents  preferring  the  more  peaceful  aits  of  agriculture.  The 
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present  efforts  in  the  direction  of  tiacle  and  manufacture  appear  to  be 
confined  to  the  industry  of  whicli  W.  Harmon  Rood  is  proprietor,  being; 
a  saw  and  planing-mill,  and  incident  to  it  a  bhicksmith  shop.  These  are 
situate  on  Mill  Brook,  west  from  the  Hollow  jiroper. 

Christ's  church  (l^^jiscopal)  is  the  only  society  having  a  seat  of  location 
hi  this  part  of  the  town.  The  first  seed  of  the  cliurch  was  sown  here  in 
the  coming  of  the  Buck  family,  and  they  were  from  Arlington,  the  home 
of  the  church  in  Vermont.  Through  the  influence  of  the  Ikick's,  Ilaw- 
leys,  l^radleys,  Lobdells,  and  others  mission  services  were  held  here  as 
early  as  the  first  )-ears  of  the  present  century,  although  it  was  not  until 
1835  tb^t  a  parish  was  formed,  the  people  of  tlie  church  being  previously 
annexed  to  the  Fairfield  parish.  y\niong  the  early  rectors  of  b\'iirfield 
who  officiated  in  this  locaHty  v/ere  Revs,  l^each,  ih'ainerd,  ]i>urgess, 
Bingham,  flard,  Humphrex',  and  Sabin.  Abijah  Mawley  and  Nathaniel 
Chittenden  were  lay  readers.  On  Alay  8,  1S35,  the  parish  was  formed 
and  thirteen  persons  signed  the  "Articles  of  Association,"  viz.:  Alfred 
Wheeler,  Lyman  Ma\\le\',  Nathan  ]^uck,  2d,  James  Farnsworth,  Hiram 
Bellows,  H.  E.  Hubbell,  Asa  L.  Gove,  Bundle  Roys,  James  Ik'llows, 
George  r)uck,  Fforace  Stearns,  Jasper  Rand,  and  Andrew  Buck.  The 
organization  was  perfected  in  1836,  when  the  name  "Christ  church" 
was  applied,  Rev.  Samuel  Crane  being  rector.  In  January,  1S61,  the 
new  church  was  used  for  the  first  time,  llie  building  still  stands,  a 
plain,  comfortable  edifice,  built  mainly  through  the  personal  efforts  of 
its  people,  having  a  seating  capacity  for  about  200  persons. 
,  The  rectors  since  the  formation  of  the  parish  have  been  these:  Silas  A. 
Crane,  J.  A.  Spooncr.  IL.  II.  Sayles,  S.  V).  l)Ostwick,  E.  F.  Putnam,  J.  A. 
Fitch,  C.  Fay,  R.  F.  Cadle,  V.  W.  Smith,  J.  A.  Hicks,  J.  Swett,  A.  H. 
])ailcy,  and  Gemont  Graves,  the  latter  being  the  present  rector.  The 
present  officers  of  the  church  and  parish  are  Andrev  Buck,  C.  A.  Haw  ley, 
wardens;  Noble  H.  lUick,  William  Buck,  Rollin  Wheeler,  Douglas  lUick, 
A.  N.  Ikick,  S.  V.  Siurgis,  and  D.  N.  Buck,  vestrymen  ;  Douglas  Buck, 
treasurer;  I).  N.  Inick,  secretar)- ;  ki}'  readers,  N.  H.  Ikick,  C.  A.  Ilaw- 
ley,  D.  Buck,  X.  C.  Wheeler,  and  D.  N.  Buck. 

NortJi  Fairfax,  as  the  name  implies,  lies  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town,  and  is  a  scattered  settlement,  the  occupants  of  which  are  farmers. 
The  hamlet  proper  has  two  churches,  Baptist  and  Methodist,  the  former 
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liaving  been  some  years  abandoned,  and  the  latter  supplied  from  Geor- 
gia. At  North  l^^airfax  is  located  the  reservoir  from  which  the  county 
seat  is  supplied  with  water.  A  creamer}^  was  established  at  this  point 
about  tliree  years  ago. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  North  Fairfax  had  its  organiza- 
tion about  the  beginning  of  the  present  centur)',  but  the  society  had  no 
churcii  home  at  the  point  until  the  }'ear  1852,  when  was  built  the  edi- 
fice now  used.  In  1S73  it  underwent  substantial  repairs,  and  it  is  now  an 
attractive  structure.  The  l^aptist  cluircli  here  owes  its  origin  to  the  labors 
of  Rev.  Alvah  Sabin,  who  formed  the  societ)'  January  18,  1828,  and  was 
its  moderator,  while  the  office  of  clerk  was  filled  by  Elder  William  Ar- 
thur, father  of  the  late  President  Arthur.  The  churcli  building  was 
erected  in  1S52,  but  is  now  sadly  out  of  repair  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
interest  and  tlie  constant  reduction  in  members  of  the  society. 

North  Fairfax  has  a  i)05tofrice,  smith's  shop,  and  occasionally  a  store 
for  small  trade,  but  is  so  near  tlie  county  seat  and  metropolis  of  the  re- 
gion that  the  people  prefer  the  enlarged  facilities  for  trade  at  that  place. 

Fairfax  Falls,  commonly  and  appropriately  called  the  "Great  Falls," 
is  unquestionably  the  most  attractive  spot  in  the  town  ;  but  beyond  tliis 
quality  there  is  the  niore  important  fact  that  here  is  the  most  excellent 
and  valuable  water-power  that  Vermont  can  boast.  The  survey  in  this 
locality. was  niade  for  James  Everts  in  1791,  in  the  original  right  of  Jo- 
seph Sackett,  but  the  latter  allowed  the  land  to  be  sold  rather  than  pay 
the  tax  Laid  against  it.  The  first  improvement  here  is  credited  to  Amos 
Fassett,  who  built  n,ear  the  fahs  the  first  saw  and  grist-mill  in  the  town, 
in  1 79 1.  In  1824  Crane  &  Crandall  built  a  cloth- mill  on  the  privilege, 
the  first  also  of  its  kind  in  the  town,  but  which  was  carried  away  by  the 
freshet  of  1830.  Samuel  N.  Gaut  purchased  the  entire  privilege  and 
property  in  1849,  operated  it  extensively  until  quite  recently.  In 
1850  he  built  the  brick  grist-mill,  having  four  runs  of  stone,  and  soon 
thereafter  started  in  trade,  thus  making  the  falls  a  considerable  trade 
center.  Mr.  Gaut  also  enlarged  the  saw-mill  and  changed  it  to  a  cloth 
or  woolen  factory,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  F.  W.  Shepardson  as 
partner.  Their  products  were  fkannels,  cassimeres,  and  yarns,  and  their 
business  was  large  and  successful.  Mr.  Shepardson  withdrew  from  the 
business  in  18S1,  and  the  property  soon  passed  into  the  ownership  of 
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Susan  E.  Gaut  and  Harriet  G.  Minot,  the  latter  being-  the  present  pro- 
prietress. Slie  lias  entire  supervision  and  control,  both  general  and  in 
detail,  of  the  factory  and  business,  and  it  goes  without  saying  that  the 
product  of  the  Lamoille  mills  is  not  equalled  in  America.  It  is  no 
exaggeration,  but  a  fact,  that  the  blankets  manufLictured  at  this  place  are 
superior  to  any  produced  iii  this  country  at  the  present  time. 

Fairfax  Village. — This  is  by  far  tlie  largest  and  most  important  set- 
tled community  in  the  town,  and  is,  withal,  a  desirable  and  comfortable 
place  of  abode.  The  village  took  a  certain  form  of  municipality  in  tlie 
year  1820,  the  people  availing  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
the  state  legislature  that  authorized  the  selectmen  to  prescribe  certain 
limits  within  which  cattle,  swine,  and  other  animals  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  run  at  large.  These  limits  were  dehned  by  tlie  selectmen  in 
pursuance  of  a  petition  signed  by  Tuther  B.  Hunt,  Ham{)ton  Lovcgrove, 
Hiram  Bellows,  Medad  Parsons,  Elijah  Levens,  James  Farnsworth,  Asa 
Wilkins,  jr.,  and  David  Bascom. 

Fairfax  village,  while  an  altogether  desirable  place,  is  peculiarly  situ- 
ated, being  practicall}^  divided  by  a  high  hill,  a  part  of  the  business  and 
residences  being  on  the  hill  and  the  remainder  in  the  valley.  From  this 
situation  the  people  are  classed  as  residents  on  the  "Hill"  or  in  the 
"Hollow";  and  this  condition  of  location  has  been  productive  of  a  di- 
vision of  sentiment  among  the  people,  which  docs  not  fail  to  manifest  it- 
self on  frequent  occasions,  and  particularly  when  a  postmaster  is  to  be 
selected,  and  sometimes  in  the  choice  of  local  officers.  At  present  the 
"Hollow"  folks  have  the  best  of  their  brethren  on  the  "Hill,"  for  they 
have  the  coveted  office  and  a  majority  of  business  houses.  The  few  who 
are  dwellers  along  'the  ascent  are  happily  situated,  for  they  enjoy  equal 
benefits  from  above  and  belov/.  There  appears  to  be  no  immediate 
hope  for  an  adjustment  of  differences,  and  each  faction  will  continue  to 
struggle  for  its  own  advantage  so  long  as  the  hill  lasts,  and  it  is  yet  in 
an  exceedingly  healthy  condition.  The  up-Hill  forces  are  led  by  mer- 
chants John  B.  Alfred  and  A.  B.  Beeman,  while  the  champions  of  the 
Hollow  are  Counselor  Ballard,  Dr.  Brush,  S.  E.  Wilson,  John  B.  Drew, 
Ira  E.  Hunt,  and  others.  But  all,  whether  "  up  or  down-hillers,"  are 
good  men  and  true,  and  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  their  pretty  vil- 
lage. And  their  controversies  are  buried  with  each  final  result,  regard- 
less of  which  side  wins.  • 
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But  Fairfax  is,  and  for  many  }^cars  has  been,  a  trade  center  of  great 
importance,  and  at  no  time  has  there  been  a  greater  diversity  of  busi- 
ness interests  than  at  present.  The  village  has  tliree  churches,  two  ho- 
tels (only  one  now  in  use),  one  undertaker's  shop,  tliree  blacksmitli 
shops,  two  wheelwiight  shops,  one  tin  shop,  one  jewelry  store,  one  mil- 
linery store,  one  saw  and  shingle-mill,  five  general  stores,  three  drug 
stores,  two  hardware  stores,  four  groceries,  eighty-two  dwellings,  two 
lawyers,  four  physicians,  and  two  barbers.  The  population  of  the  vil- 
lage is  al:)out  400  souls. 

TJlc  First  Baptist  Churcli  of  Fairfax  was  organized  in  1792,  and  its 
first  ordained  minister  was  Rev.  Elisha  Andrews.  In  1801  the  Rev. 
Ephraim  lUitler  conducted  services  here.  He  died  in  the  town  in  1861. 
In  1824  the  society  in  association  with  the  Congregationah'sts  built  a 
meeting-house  (now  a  part  of  the  institute  building).  In  1848  and  '49 
the  society  built  the  present  church,  tlie  frame  being  furnished  by  Dea- 
con Ansel  Shepardson  and  the  long  timber  by  Harry  Saffoid.  The  old 
union  meeting-house  was  used  for  the  last  time  on  August  19,  1 849. 
The  new  edifice  was  repaired  and  enlarged  in  185  I.  It  is  in  all  respects 
an  attractive  and  comfortable  church  home,  having  received  further  ma- 
terial repairs  in  1885.  The  succession  of  pastors,  so  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, has  been  as  follou^s:  l^hsha  Andrews,  1793;  Ephraim  Butler, 
1801  ;    Amos  Tuttle,  1806;    Ephraim  l^utler,  1821  ;    Jeremiah  Hall; 

J.  C.  Bryant,  licenciate,  1832;  Josiah  Huntly,  supply;  Simeon 
Fletcher,  1837;  H.  D.  Hodge,  1840;  Lewis  A.  Dunn,  1843-71,  a  pas- 
.torate  of  twenty-seven  years;  Jabez  Ferris,  December,  1871  ;  J.  S. 
Webber,  1872;  Deforest  Safford,  1874;  George  W.  Bower,  1877; 
\V.  G.  Gouclier,  1879;  Charles  A.  Yotey,  1884;  Henry  Crocker,  1887. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  CJnircJi. — The  early  cla^s  services  of  the  so- 
ciety of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Fairfax  village  and  vicinity 
date  back  to  the  beginning  of  the  century  in  which  we  now  live,  but 
it  was  not  until  a  comparatively  recent  time,  or  in  1832,  that  a  separate 
organized  society  of  the  denomination  was  made  here.  The  first  meet- 
ing-house of  this  society  was  built  in  1840,  and  the  second  and  present 
one  in  1 851.  Among  the  prominent  early  members  of  the  society  were 
Sewall  S.X.hambedaiiv,  IsaacT.  Parris,  Reuben  Moulton,  Zenas  Bascom, 
Kendrick  Bascom,  George  W.  Farrar,  Flavel  J.  Butler,  Aaron  Drew, 
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E.  J.  Rogers,  I  liram  Stewart,  and  others.  Among  the  early  local  preach- 
ers were  Rev.  ]^enjamin  Stoddard,  in  1S22,  who  continued  nearly  thirty 
years,  Rev.  A.  Hazelton,  and  Rev.  O.  Pier  (preacher  and  physician). 
Other  early  ministers  in  this  circuit  were  Revs.  Solomon  Stebbins,  Chase, 
Caryhey,  Foster,  Leonard,  and  Campbell.  From  1842  to  the  present 
time  the  succession  of  ministers  has  been  as  follows:  George  McKillips, 
Zina  H.  Brown,  Chester  Lyon,  John  Fassett,  Reuben  Washburn,  S.  W. 
Clements,  Albinus  Johnson,  A.  C.  Rose,  John  Bate,  Simeon  Gardner, 
S.  B.  Whitney,  H.  F.  Austin,  George  Townsend,  H.  Warner,  M.  Spen- 
cer, H.  A.  Bushnell,  S.  L.  Eastman,  W.  Underwood,  F.  C.  Kimball, 
W.  D.  Malcom,  W.  H.  Hyde,  W.  W.  Wilder,  J.  Enright,  .E.  Folsom, 


T/i£  Roman  CaiJiolic  CJuircJi  at  Fairfax  village  was  built  during  1872, 
'  under  the  direction  of  Father  M.  Pigeon,  but  there  had  been  Catholic 
mission  services  in  the  town  before  that  time,  conducted  by  the  same 
zealous  priest.  The  church  stands  on  Bridge  street,  and  is  a  comforta- 
ble structure  built  of  wood.  The  society  or  parish  is  not  large,  and  the 
cliurch  is  supplied  from  Milton  and  St.  Albans. 

Tlic  Society  of  the  Congregational  CJiuvch  of  Fairfax  was  organized 
on  March  28,  i802;  by  Rev.  Purlins  V.  Bogue,  of  Georgia,  with  an  orig- 
inal membel'ship  of  nine  persons,  viz.:  Josiah  Safford,-  Zenas  Palmer, 
Samuel  Dorwin,  Giles  SwnTt,  Charles  Swift,  Joseph  Parmalee,  Jonathan 
Whipple,  Abagail  Parmalee,  and  Sarah  Swift.  The  society  as  a  church 
has  not  met  since  1852. 

TJic  New  HaniJ^ton  Institute.— r-Y)\\x\w^  the  period  in  which  Fairfax 
may  be  said  to  have  attained  its  greatest  prosperity  some  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  the  village  and  town  conceived  the  idea  of  establishing  a 
literary  and  educational  institution  that  should  not  alone  be  an  orna- 
ment and  honor  to  their  locality,  but  one  as  well  that  afford  the  youth 
of  the  region  the  facilities  for  thorough  and  complete  education.  To 
this  end  they  opened  correspondence  with  the  managers  of  the  New 
Hampton  Institute,  of  New  Hampton,  N.  H.,  with  a  result  of  a  promise 
that  the  same  would  be  moved  to  this  town,  provided  suitable  buildings 
should  be  erected  free  of  expense  to  the  management.  To  do  this  the 
enterprising  people  of  P^airfax  went  deeply  into  their  pockets  and  suc- 
ceeded in  raising  the  sum  of  nearly  $10,000,  wn'th  which  such  additions 
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were  made  to  the  old  union  meeting-house  as  made  it  a  large  and 
admirably  arranged  school  building.  The  leaders  of  this  enterprise 
were  Rev.  L.  A.  Dunn,  Rev.  H.  L.  Parker,  J.  H.  Farnsworth,  Reuben 
Dewey,  Silas  W.  Brush,  Heman  Hunt,  S.  D.  Alfred,  Albert  Ufford, 
Damon  Howard,  Harry  Maxfield,  H.  C.  Safford,  Franklin  Hunt,  Ira 
Hunt,  and  others.  Tlie  work  of  preparing  the  building  was  prosecuted 
with  such  vigor  that  during  the  summer  of  1853  the  school  was  ready 
for  occupancy.  The  school  proved  to  be  all  that  its  projectors  had  ex- 
pected, and  from  the  very  outset  and  many  years  thereafter  h\airfax 
enjoyed  the  reputation  of  having  one  of  the  best  educational  institutions 
in  Northern  Vermont.  But  in  more  recent  years  the  school  Has  suf- 
fered with  the  general  decline  in  popularity  of  such  throughout  the  state, 
yet,  unlike  many  others,  it  has  been  maintained  to  the  present  day. 
At  the  present  time  the  institute  is  under  the  principalship  of  Pn;f.  A.  G. 
Cox. 

The  BclUnvs  Free  Acadcviy. — The  late  Hon.  Hiram  I^ellows,  of  St.  Al- 
bans, but  formerly  a  resident  of  h^airfax,  in  his  will  devised  four  acres  of 
land,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Hunt  and  S^pring  streets,  in  Fairfax  vil- 
lage, to  certain  persons  in  trust  for  the  future  erection  of  a  free  acad- 
emy ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  bequeathed  to  the  trustees  certain  shares  of 
Chicago,  Rock  Island,  and  Pacific  Railroad  stock,  of  the  par  value  of 
$25,000,  to  be  invested  as  a  trust  fund  by  the  trustees  and  their  succes- 
sors, and  so  continued  until  the  same  aggregated  $150,000.  It  was  the 
purpose  and  direction  of  the  testator  that  this  sum  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  on  the  land  of  a  free  academy  for  the  use  of  the  town,  and  if 
the  millenium  is 'not  too  near  the  purpose  may  yet  be  carried  out.  By 
judicious  investment  the  fund  is  now  increased  to  the  gross  sum  of  $90,- 
053.20,  and  is  now  under  the  charge  of  James  Beeman,  president; 
P".  Way  land  Shepardson,  secretary  and  treasurer;  I.  F.  Wilcox,  I.  T. 
Beeman,  and  C.  A.  Hawley,  board  of  trustees. 

Lamoille  Lodge,  N^o  2^,  F.  and  A.  J/.,  is  one  of  the  oldest  institutions 
of  the  village  and  town,  and  v/as  charted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  October 
8,  1806,  to  Zerah  Willoughby,  Simeon  Lester,  Elias  P'assett,  Eli  Green, 
Thaddeus  Murdock,  Theopholis  Blake,  Phineas  Page,  Isaac  Warner, 
James  Farnsworth,  Asa  Stone,  and  Isaac  F'arrar,  as  charter  members. 
The  first  officers  were  James  Farnsworth,  W.  M.;  A.  W.  Robinson, 
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S.  W.;  Isaac  B.  Farrar,  J.  W.  The  lodge  has  a  present  membership  of 
forty-four  persons,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  prosperous  fraternity.  Its 
officers  are  as  follows:  N.  C.  Dermnich,  W.  M.;  C.  E.  Mudgett,  S.'W.; 
George  Northawa)^  J.  W.;  F.  W.  Shepardson,  treasurer  ;  A.  B.  Bee- 
man,  secretary;  A.  H.  Bell,  S.  1).;  H.  L.  Pease,  J.  D.;  L.  II  Hunt,  Will- 
iam A.  Decker,  stewards  ;  Sidney  Bascom,  tyler. 

General  I.  B.  RicJuirdson  Post,  No.  92,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Fairfax,  was  or- 
ganized November  20,  1805,  with  the  following  officers  and  charter 
members:  L.  B.  Hunt,  P.  C;  Page  Ufford,  S.  V.  C;  George  Hunt, 
J.  V.  C.;  E.  G.  Minkler,  adjutant;  l^Ved  S.  Hunt,  quartermaster;  J.  S. 
Howard,  surgeon ;  A.  M.  Storey,  chaplain ;  S.  Sturgis,  O.  J3.;  B.  S. 
Davison,  O.  G.  The  post  v/as  named  as  above  in  honor  of  General 
Israel  l^ush  Richardson,  a  native  of  Fail  fax,  and  a  veteran  of  both  the 
Mexican  war  and  the  late  Rebellion.  In  connection  with  and  auxih'ary 
to  the  post  is  the  I.  Richardson  Drum  Corps,  under  the  captaincy  of 
Charles  H.  Watson, — a  uniformed  organization  which,  on  proper  occa- 
sions, furnishes  martial  music. 

In  the  matter  of  schools  the  town  of  P^airfax  will  bear  favoi  able  com- 
parison with  any  town  in  the  county,  and  as  a  rule  the  school  buildings 
are  of  better  appearance  than  shown  in  many  other  towns.  Since  the 
early  years  of  the  ]n-esent  century,  when  the  town  was  divided  into  dis- 
tricts, there  have  been  frequent  alterations  both  in  number  and  size  of  dis- 
tricts, making  it  quite  diftncult  to  correctly  follow  the  changes.  At  the 
present  time  the  town  comprises  fifteen  districts,  each  of  Vvdiich  is  very  Vv^ell 
provided  with  school  buildings,  and  in  charge  of  a  competent  teacher. 
The  schools  are  maintained  on  the  district  plan.  District  No.  I  is  com- 
monly known  as  the  Huntsville  district;  No.  2  is  at  Sanderson's  Corners; 
No.  3  is  in  the  Leach  neighborhood  ;  No.  4  is  the  Buck  PIoUow  district ; 
No.  5  is  in  the  village  ;  No.  6  is  on  the  Plain;  No.  7  is  at  the  falls  ;  No.  8 
is  located  in  the  SpafTord  neighborhood,  so  called;  No.  9  is  the  North 
Fairfax  district ;  No.  10  is  in  the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  the  town, 
joint  with  part  of  Cambridge  town  ;  No.  11  is  in  the  Bellows  neighbor- 
hood ;  No.  12  is  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town  ;  No.  13  lies  between 
North  P^airfax  and  Buck  Hollow;  No.  15  joins  the  Safford  district;  No. 
16  lies  partly  in  Fletcher  ;  and  No.  17  includes  the  **  Hill  "  part  of  Fair- 
fax village. 
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Rcvol7iiio7iary  Soldiers  who  afterward  lived  in  Fairfax.—-  Captain  Oli- 
ver Farnsworth,  Nathan  Murray,  Stephen  Eni^land,  Thomas  Stickney, 
Josiah  }3rush,  Steplien  Holmes,  Jonathan  George,  James  Keeler,  Zelda 
Keyes,  Jonathan  Major,  Arad  Joy,  Hampton  Lovegrove,  Phih'p  l^Iais- 

dell,  Eunice,  widow  of  Captain  John  Stark,  Robert  VVillcins,   

Ward,  OHver  Farwell,  Edmund  Goodrich,  James  Crissey,  Briar  Bceman, 
Brigham  Rood,  Anthony  CHne,  Stephen  Howard,  Stephen  Hohiies,  and 
Josepli  Starkweather. 

Fairfax.  Coiiipany  of  FleventJi  Regiment,  U.  S.  L/ fan  try,  War  of 
1812-15. — Josepli  Beeman,  jr.,  captain;  George  Myers,  Stephen  How- 
ard, William  Blake,  Austin  Root,  Z.  C.  Howard,  Elisha  Hoit,  Samuel 
Storey,  Joel  Tucker,  Nathaniel  Parker,  J.  Baker,  R.  Hubbard,  Gary 
Edwards,  Bates  Chittenden,  Joseph  Clark,  John  Bissell,  Stephen  How- 
ard, jr.,  Joseph  Butler,  Peter  Jcsmyer,  Elijah  Chapman,  John  Sampsie, 
John  Fox,  Frederick  Burnham,  Thomas  B.  Read,  James  CoUis,  U.  W. 
Collin,  Timothy  Burdick,  Robert  Miller,  Ansel  P^oUett,  R.  Estus,  Asahel 
Lyon,  Reuben  Brown,  Ansel  Lebanon,  Orson  Bryant,  John  Martin, 
l^enjamin  Stevens,  V).  Watson,  Noel  P^risket,  Peter  Morse,  George  Ma- 
jors, Ephraim  Wood,  Joseph  Wilcox,  Benjamin  H.  ILstus,  Lewis  Mar- 
berds,  John  Noles,  William  Michelon,  William  King,  William  Shampar, 
Ezra  Eastman,  William  Garland,  Joseph  Gale,  Gardner  Wright,  Thomas 
Dukeman,  Rufus  Austin,  Jared  Camp,  Cyrus  Pierce,  Amos  Casey, 
George  Bates,  John  Bussels,  Stephen  Ploward,  Thomas  B.  Rood,  Nich- 
olas Turman. 

Fairfax  Company'  at  the  Battle  of  Plattsburgh. — -Joseph  Grout,  cap- 
tain; Asa  Wilkins,  lieutenant ;  Abner  Holmes,  ensign  ;  Hiram  Storey, 
David  Wilkins.  Lemuel  Scott,  jr.,  sergeants  ;  Jesse  Higgins,  Benjamin 
Holmes,  Joseph  Webster,  Isaac  F.  Storey,  James  Wilkins,  corporals ; 
privates  Phineas  Chapman,  James  and  Joseph  Robinson,  Cyrel  Cull, 
John  Town,  John  Randall,  Noah  Richardson,  Samuel  Wright,  Joseph 
Cox,  Amos  P^isk,  Marshall  Ploward,  John  Andrews,  Ebenezer  Smith, 
Sylvanus  Crisse}^,  Joseph  Story,  Allen  Loveland,  Joseph  Kingsbury, 
Eben  Bellus,  Joseph  Ellsworth,  Jonathan  Scott,  Parker  Ingalls,  Samuel 
Bigsby,  Levi  Lock  wood,  Andrew  Story,  David  Palmer,  Joseph  Hunt, 
George  Major,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Richardson,  Peter  Smith,  John  Major,  Samuel 
Crissey,  Samuel  Webster,  Zacheus  Kinney,  Elijah   Story,  Plopkins 
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Webster,  R.  B.  Wilkiiis,  EInatlian  Burdick,  Asahel  Farnsworth,  Jolin 
Crisscy,  Isaac  Webster. 

Representatives  i7i  Gejiej'al  Assembly. — Thomas  Russell,  1787-92  ; 
Josiah  Spafford,  1788;  Nathan  Spafford,  1789-90;  James  Farnsworth, 
1791  ;  Jonathan  Danforth,  1793-95,  '97,  and  99;. Ross  Coon,  1796; 
Joseph  Beeman,  jr.,  1800-04';  Asa  Wilkins,  1805-06;  l^rastus  Safford, 
1807-10;  Benjamin  Gale,  181  i;  Samncl  Ufford,  1812-13;  Joseph 
Holmes,  1814;  Stephen  Holmes,  181 5-16;  Erastus  Safford,  1817; 
Samuel  Parmalcc,  18 18;  Elias  llellows,  1819-20;  Joseph  Ik^eman,  1821; 
Luther  3^  Hunt,  1822-24;  Reuben  Wood,  1826;  I^>astus  Safford, 
1827;  James  Farnsworth,  1828;  James  Bellows,  1829  and  '31;  J(5scph 
Kingsbury,  1830;  Joseph  Learned,  1832-33;  Alanson  Webster,  1834- 
35;  Alfred  Wheeler,  1836-37;  j[ames^ Bellows,  1838;  Lyman  Hawley, 
1839-40;  James  H.  Farnsworth,  1841  ;  Asa  S.  Gove,  1842;  Joseph 
Leonard,  1843-44;  Reuben  Dewey,  1845-46;  Homer  E.  Hubbell, 
1847-51,  '61;  Anson  Soule,  1852-53,  1862-63;  Geor^^e  Buck,  1854-55  ; 
Albert  Ufford,  1856-57;  Lucius  Kingsbury,  1858-59;  Julius  Halbert, 
i860  and  '67;  Rev.  L.  A.  Dunn,  1^^-66  and  '68  ;  George  A.  l^allard, 
1869-70;  Curtis  F.  Hawley,  1872  and  '74;  Harry  S.  Ufford,  1876; 
G.  G.  Orton,  1878;  David  A.  Shephardson,  1 880;  A.  J.  Merrill,  1882; 
Jude  Fairman,  1884;.  Adelbert  B.  Iceman,  1886;  George  Hunt,  1888; 
F.  Wayland  Shepardson,  1890. 

Family  and  Personal  Sketches. — Captain  Broadstreet  Spafford  was  the 
first  white  settler  in  the  town.  He  came  from  Pierpont,  N.  H.,  in  1783, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  F.  H.  Shephardson,  where  he 
died.    Of  his  descendants  none  are  now  living  in  town, 

Thomas  Russell  came  about  the  year  \']'^6  and  made  the  first  clear- 
ing on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Swift  farm,  owned  by  Solomon  Marsh. 
This  is  one  of  the  best  stock  farms  in  town.  Afterwards,  at  tax  sales, 
he  bought  several  other  pieces,  so  that  at  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
large  tract  of  land.    In  1804      '^5       moved  to  St.  Albans. 

Joseph  Belcher  came  to  town  in  1787.  He  was  a  migratory  person, 
a  hunter,  and  a  trapper.  He  made  the  hrst  clearing  in  that  part  of  the 
town  known  as  the  village.  He  cleared  a  spot  and  built  a  log  cabin  for 
himself  and  one  for  each  of  his  two  boys,  near  the  stone  house  now 
owned  by  Lewis  Story.  Thus  the  name  "  The  City  of  Fairfax  "  origi- 
nated.   He  never  owned  any  land. 
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Gideon  Orton  was  born  in  Farniington,  Conn.,  and  with  his  wife, 
Phebe,  came  to  the  town  in  1789,  locating  in  North  Fairfax.  On  liis 
farm  was  the  liead  of  Beaver  Fond.  His  son  Aaron  was  born  the 
year  he  came  to  town,  and  lived  on  the  old  farm  until  liis  death.  His 
wife  survived  him  several  years,  dying  in  1889.  The  farm  than  passed 
into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Gardner  G.  Orton. 

Stratton  B.  Hunt,  a  son  of  Caleb  and  Lydia  Hunt,  was  born  in  Al- 
stead,  N.  M.,  Januar}'  12,  1  799.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  took 
his  pack  upon  his  back  and  started  for  Fairfax  to  join  his  brother,  Hon. 
Luther  B,  Hunt,  who  w^as  establislied  in  business  here.  He  walked  the 
entire  distance.  He  remained  liere  five  years,  teaching  and  helping  his 
brother.  *  He  then  went  into  the  store  of  Runnels  &  Hunt,  at  Cambridge, 
Vt.,  as  a  clerk.  On  the  8th  day  of  October,  1  8.?6,  lie  was  married  to 
Abigail  C.  Parmalee.  In  1 830  he  returned  to  Fairfax  and  bought  the 
farm  on  the  Lamoille  River  where  he  lived  until  1840,  when  he  bought 
a  place  in  the  village,  on  Hunt  street,  wdiere  he  lived  and  died  June  i, 
1881. 

Asa  Wihvins  came  to  Fairfax  from  the  town  of  l^eading,  in  tliis 
state,  about  1797,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  John  S.  How- 
ard, 1st,  in  consequence  of  its  being  lease  land  and  hardvv'ood  timber. 
He  built  the  liouse  and  barn  now  standing  on  the  place.  He  had  nine 
childr^^n,  John,  James,  Robert,  Daniel,  Asa,  Polly,  Alice,  Hannah,  and 
Lucy.  PoHy  married  Joseph  Hunt;  Alice  married  Palmer  Hunt;  Han- 
nah married  William  Crane  ;  and  Lucy  married  William  Parker. 
•  Thomas  Story  came  from  J3ennington,  Vt.,  to  Fairfax  in  1796,  and 
made  the  first  settlement  on  a  farm  near  Buck  Hollow,  His  son, 
Thomas,  w^as  then  six  years  of  age.  Thomas  Story,  jr.,  married  Han- 
nah Sylvester,  of  Georgia,  in  October,  1814,  and  on  the  death  of  his 
father  succeeded  in  the  owmership  of  the  farm.  He  died  February, 
1864.  His  wife  died  June,  1858.  The  farm  is  now  owaied  by  his  son, 
A.  M.  Story. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FRANKLI^r. 


HIS  town  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  Franklin  county,  in  lat- 


]_  itude  44°  58'  and  longitude  4°  2',  and  is  bounded  north  by  St. 
Armand,  P.  O.,  east  by  Berkshire,  soutli  by  Sheldon,  and  west  by  High- 
gate.  It  contains  19,040  acres,  and  in  form  is  somewhat  irregular,  as  the 
surrounding  towns  were  surveyed  first,  leaving  this  tract  somewliat  defi- 
cient in  measure  and  outline.  The  surface  is  somewhat  uneven,  but  not 
abrupt.  Tliere  are  only  tw  o  hills  worthy  of  note  :  F"5ridgeman  Hill,  lying 
west  of  the  Center  village,  and  Minister  Hill,  about  a  mile  north.  The 
former,  according  to  Prof.  Hitchcock,  is  a  peak  or  uplift"  of  the  Red 
Sandrock  Mountains,  a  distinct  range  running  through  the  northwest 
part  of  the  state.  The  soil  is  generally  a  gravelly  loam,  with  an  occa- 
sional mixture  of  clay  and  sand,  and  is  well  adapted  to  most  purposes 
of  agriculture.  Stock  raising  is  followed  to  a  limited  extent,  but  the 
principal  business  is  dairying.  The  timber  consists  of  maple,  beech, 
hemlock,  pine,  etc.  There  are  several  swamps  abounding  in  cedar  and 
ash  that  have  furnished  large  amounts  of  fencing  material.  There  is 
plenty  of  stone,  but  little  of  it  is  suitable  for  building  purposes.  Slate, 
limestone,  and  granite  are  occasional!}^  found.  The  onl}^  mineral  yet 
discovered  is  hematite,  a  species  of  iron  ore. 

.  Rock  River,  a  small  stream  that  passes  through  the  western  part  of 
the  town,  and  the  outlet  of  Franklin  Pond  furnish  the  available  water- 
power,  which  is  rather  limited.  There  is  now  a  saw-mill  on  each  of 
these  streams.  Formerly  there  were  half  a  dozen  of  these  with  carding- 
mill,  tannery,  and  machine  .shop,  but  these  have  all  disappeared  in  the 
march  of  events.  There  is  a  grist-mill  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  Cen- 
ter village.  A  little  east  of  the  center  of  the  town  is  Franklin  Pond,  or 
Silver  Lake  as  it  was  known  among  the  Indians.  This  is  a  fine  body 
of  water  pleasantly  surrounded,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  in  length 
from  north  to  south,  and  one  mile  wide.  Connected  with  this  b}-  a 
brook  on  the  east  line  of  the  town  is  what  is  known  as  Little  Ponci,  sur- 
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rounded  on  three  sides  by  a  marsli  which  is  gradually  extending  into 
the  water,  the  pond  being  only  about  one-half  as  large  now  as  in  the 
early  settlement  of  the  town.  In  the  north  part  of  the  town  there  is 
quite  an  extensive  marsh  containing  224  acres.  There  are  no  natural 
curiosities  worthy  of  mention. 

This  town  was  not  inhabited  permanently  by  Indians  previous  to  its 
settlement  by  white  men,  but  the  St.  Francis,  a  Canada  tribe,  employed 
it  as  a  summer  hunting-ground  where,  game  being  plent}',  they  procured 
their  winter's  supply  of  provisions.  They  used  to  drive  the  moose  and 
deer  from  the  hills  adjoining  Little  Fond  into  the  marshes,  where  they 
succeeded  in  killing  thein,  and  then  prepared  their  flesh  with  that  of 
other  animals  for  transportation  b)'  drying  on  racks  in  the  sun.  There 
were  plenty  of  deer,  and  for  a  time  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  to\\  n 

■  they  were  so  tame  as  to  frec|uently  feed  in  the  meadows.  ]^ears  and 
wolves  were  also  quite  numerous,  and  made  serious  havoc  in  the  corn- 
fields and  sheep-folds,  and  afforded  many  occasions  for  the  rally  and 
spirited  hunt,  but  tliese  animals  have  long  since  disappeared.  Otter 
have  been  taken  in  the  town,  and  the  remains  of  beaver  dams  are  conclu- 
sive evideiice  that  that  animal  once  inhabited  these  regions.  The  mink, 
muskrat,  fox,  and  raccoon  are  still  found,  but  are  gradually  disappear- 
ing, and  ere  long  will  very  likely  become  extinct. 

There  have  been  quite  a  quantity  of  Indian  relics,  consisting  of  vari- 
ous kinds  of  arrowheads,  hatchets,  hammers,  gouges,  etc.,  all  made 
from  flint,  found  at  the  north  end  of  the  pond  just  west  of  the  outlet 

.  bridge.  These  \\'ouId  indicate  that  the  Indians  camped  here  quite  ex- 
tensively at  some  time  previous  to  the  coming  of  white  men.  Edward 
I'owers  and  Lewis  Demarah  possess  most  of  these  relics. 

From  the  records  it  aj^pears  that  the  town  of  Franklin  was  granted 
■October  24.  1787,  and  chartered  by  Governor  Chittenden  to  Jonathan 
liunt  and  his  associates,  March  19,  1789,  by  the  name  of  Iluntsburgh. 
The  town  was,  according  to  charter,  to  be  divided  into  sixty-nine  equal 
parts  and  shared  by  the  proprietors  as  follows,  with  the  reservations 
for  public  purposes :  Jonathan  Hunt,  thirty-one  shares  ;  Samuel  Hub- 
bard, eighteen  ;  Joseph  h\ay,  seven  ;  John  Bridgeman,  jr.,  four  ;  Eben- 
ezer  Waldbridge,  three;  Dr.  Ebenezer  Marvin,  one.  Three  equal  shares 
were  reserved  for  educational  and  two  for  religious  purposes,  making 
sixty- nine  in  the  whole. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Huntsburgli,  held  at  the  lioiise  of 
Joseph  Fay  in  Bennington,  March  18,  17S9,  all  being  present,  the  fol- 
lowing business  was  transacted  : 

"  1st.  Made  choice  of  J  Ion.  Fbcnezer  W'aldbridge,  Moderator. 

"  2nd.  Made  choice  of  Joseph  Fay,  Fsq.,  Clerk. 

"  3rd.  Agreed  to  pitch  the  Public  rights,  or  shares,  according  to 
charter. 

4th.  Agreed  to  allow  Jonathan  Hunt  to  pitch  lot  No.  2nd  in  the 
8th  range,  and  No.  2nd  in  the  7th  range;  and  Johi'i  l^ridgeman,  jr.,  lots 
No.  2nd  and  3rd  in  the  6th  range  ;  to  encourage  them  to  make  im- 
mediate settlement,  erect  mills,  et?. 

"  5th.  Proceeded  to  make  a  division  of  the  township,  as  the  law  di- 
rects, having  sized  the  lots  for  the  first  division. 
6tl"».  Voted  to  adjourn  without  date. 

"ElJENEZER  WaldbridGE,  Moderator.. 

"  Joseph  P^ay,  Clerk." 

The  first  and  second  division  of  lots  among  the  proprietors  was  made 
at  this  time,  according  to  charter.  The  first  survey  of  the  town  is 
thought  to  have  been  made  by  a  Mr.  Waldbridge,  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Samuel  Hubbard.  Jonathan  PI unt,  of  Vernon,  Vt.,  the  principal 
grantee,  and  from  whom  the  town  derived  its  name,  was  never  a  resident. 
Pie  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  state,  Iiaving  been  elected  lieuten- 
ant-governor in  1794  and  '95,  and  besides  held  several  other  important 
offices.  Ebenczer  Waldbridge  and  Joseph  Fay,  proprietois,  were  never 
residents  of  the;  town. 

The  first  settlement  in  town  was  made  by  Samuel  Hubbard  in  17S9. 
He  left  Northfield,  Mass.,  in  March  of  that  year  with  three  hired  men, 
one  yoke  of  oxen,  and  one  cow,  and  came  b}'  way  of  Skcnesboro — now 
Whitehall,  N,  Y. —  down  Lake  Champlain  to  Missisquoi  Bay%  C.  E., 
where  he  found  a  few  settlers,  and  ten  miles  to  the  eastu-ard  of  here,  in 
this  town,  selected  the  site  so  long  occupied  by  his  son,  Hon.  J.  PL 
Hubbard,  and  now  in  possession  of  J.  E.  Wilder.  He  at  once  com- 
menced to  clear  land,  sowed  ten  acres  to  wheat,  and  then  returned  to 
Massachusetts.  The  following  spring  he  came  back  again,  accompanied 
by  his  newly  married  wife  and  John  Webster  and  wife.  The  women 
remained  at  Missisquoi  Pay  until  suitable  habitations  could  be  con- 
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structed  in  the  wilderness.  Mr.  Hubbard  constructed  the  first  house 
frame  barn,  grist  and  saw-mills,  took  an  active  part  in  matters  of 
private  or  public  importance,  and,  being  a  large  landed  pr^^prietor  must 
have  had  business  transactions  with  most  of  the  early  tiers  of  the 
town.  ■  John  Webster  settled  on  lands  at  the  center  of  tlir;  town  where 
liis  descendants  down  to  the  fourth  generation  continued  to  liv^e. 

For  fuller  information  concerning  these  leading  early  >-jttlers  the 
reader  is  referred  to  the  biographical  sketclies. 

Samuel  ]\"ckhani  settled  a  little  to  the  west  of  Mr.  H ubhard  whei  e  he 
kept  the  first  public  house.  He  remained  here  a  few  vcars.  and  then 
with  his  son,  Samuel,  jr.,  comnienced  a  settlement  at  the  Center  where 
he  resided  until  his  death. 

John  Ikidgcman,  jr.,  proprietor,  made  a  .selection  a  litilc  to  the  west 
of  the  Center,  near  the  hill  that  bears  his  name — time  unl:iio^vi^_ 

Dr.  Ebcnezer  Marvin,  proprietor,  was  the  first  physician  in  town  and 
a  •x'cry  prominent  man.  He  built  the  first  frame  house  a}.>out  a  mile 
north  of  Mr.  ].l ubhard's,  near  the  province  line,  whicli  is  :,iill  standinq-, 
although  fast  g^^irig  to  deca)'. 

Uri  Hill,  of  Tinmouth,,  and  Stephen  Royce,  father  of  ex. -Governor 
Royce,  first  came  to  town  in  1789,  and  settled  near  the  J^Vovince  line 
north  of  the  Center.    They  did  not  remain  here  long,  as  Sicphen  Royce 
was  the  first  representative  from  the  town  of  Berkshire  in  1796/and  Mr. 
liill  went  either  to  Canada  or  Highgate.    They  had  quite  ;m  adventure 
on  fifst  coming  to  town  in  trying  to  fincT  their  "  pitch,"  as  related  b}' 
Iibenezer  llill,'  of  Highgate.    They  first  came  upon  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  town,  and,  proceeding  a  short  distance  to  the  east  turned 
southward,  passing  through  a  low  hemlock-timbered  region*  thence 
over  Bridgeman's  hill  into  tJie  lowlands  since  occupied  \)y  mi!U' 
pond,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Center  village,  from  which,  taking-  a  tVirtf 
eastward,  they  came  to  a  "stand-point"  in  "Cranberry  Marsh."  Not 
suited  with  the  "lay  of  the  land,"  at  least  of  that  portion  through  which 
they  had  passed,  Royce  climbed  a  tree  for  the  purpose  (if  making  any 
discovery  that  promised  to  lead  them  out  of  the  labyrinth  of  swamp 
and  hill  in  which  they  had  unwittingly  become  involved.    After  survev-' 
ing  the  surrounding  prospect  for  a  time  Hill  asked  Royce  "what  he  " 
saw."    "  1  hardly  know  what  I  jrr^","  replied  Royce,  "  but  I  know  what  1 
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think.  I  wish  the  first  man  that  ever  visited  Iluntsburgh  had  had  his 
tongue  cut  out  before  lie  had  the  opportunity  for  telh'ng  any  others  what 
he  saw,"  so  vexed  was  he  at  the  unfavorable  country  through  whicli  they 
had  passed,  and  not  knowing  but  the  rest  might  be  something  of  the 
same  character.  Taking  a  different  course  they  next  passed  over 
"  Minister  Hill,"  and  finally  came  upon  a  hardwooded  tract  of  land, 
the  finest  they  ever  saw,  found  their  "  pitch,"  and  proved  the  truth  of 
the  adage  that  "  all 's  well  that  ends  well." 

Paul  Gates,  a  native  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  came  into  town  from  Or- 
well, this  state,  about  1790.  Pfe  settled  a  mile  south  of  the  Center, 
where  his  descendants  now  reside.    He  drove  the  first  sleigh  into  town. 

Samuel  Hitchcock  lived  in  town  previous  to  June,  1792,  as  the  pro- 
prietary records  show  that  the  fust  proprietors'  meeting  in  town  was 
called  by  him  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  run  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  application  has  been  made  to  me  by  more  than  one-six- 
teenth of  the  i^roprictors  of  Huntsbiirgh,  in  the  county  of  Chittenden, 
to  warn  a  meeting  of  said  proprietors.  This  is  therefore  to  warn  them 
to  meet  in  said  Huntsburgh,  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Hubbard,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  October  next,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  act  on  the  fol- 
lowing articles-,  viz.  : 

"1st.  To  choose  a  Moderator  and  Clerk. 

"2d.  To  see  if  they  will  establish  the  boundaries  of  the  late  survey  and 
draught  of  lots  in  said  town. 

"  3d.  To  see  if  they  will  vote  an  allowance  to  those  proprietors  whose 
lots  have  been  drawn  or  laid,  partially  in  the  pond,  or  are  otherwise  defi- 
cient  in  quantity. 

."4th.  To  see  if  they  will  provide  ways  and  means  to  complete  the 
survey,  and  divide  the  commonage  into  severalty,  and  to  do  any  other 
business  proper  to  be  done  when  met. 

"  Signed,  Samuel  HiTCIlCOCK,  Justice  of  the  Peace." 
"  Huntsburgh,  12th  of  June,  A.  D.  1792." 

At  the  meeting  Samuel  Peckham  was  chosen  moderator,  and  Samuel 
Hubbard,  clerk. 

"Voted,  to  establish  the  boundaries  of  lots  agreeable  with  the  late 
survey. 

"  Voted,  to  establish  the  late  draughts  of  lots  in  said  town. 
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"  Voted,  an  allowance  to  those  persons  wlio  drew  lots  in  the  pond,  by 
taking  a  lilce  quantity  on  the  south  and  east  sides  of  the  Great  Pond,  so 
called,  if  there  is  a  sufficiency,  if  not,  out  of  the  other  commonage  on  an 
average. 

"Voted,  to  complete  tlie  survey  for  the  division  of  the  commonage 
in  said  town, 

"  Voted,  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  to  procure  a  surveyor  to 
scale  the  two  ponds  and  pay  him. 

"  Voted,  to  choose  a  Collector,  and  made  choice  of  Samuel  Peckham. 

"Voted,  to  choose  a  Treasurer,  and  made  choice  of  John  Bridge- 
man,  jr.  ♦ 

"  Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  next, 
to  again  meet  at  this  place. 

"Samuel  Peckham,  Moderator." 

The  proprietors  met  according  to  adjournment,  but  there  is  no  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  meeting.  As  there  is  no  record  of  any  meet- 
ing of  the  [proprietors  of  interest  until  1807  something  more  in  relation 
to  the  early  settlement  of  Franklin  will  be  given  here. 

The  town  was  organized  in  1793,  Ebenezer  Sanderson  being  first 
town  clerk,  Paul  Gates  first  treasurer,  and  Samuel  Peckham  first  repre- 
sentative in  1794.  As  there  are  no  town  records  in  existence  previous 
to  1803  it  is  possible  that  some  matters  of  interest  are  thus  rendered 
unavailable.  Clark  Rodgers  settled  early  at  the  Center,  and  built  the 
first  tavern  stand  at  that  place,  near  where  the  store  occupied  by  Hill 
Brothers  now  stands,  where  many  of  the  proprietary  meetings  were  held. 

Dr.  Enoch  Pomery  came  to  the  town  from  Southampton,  Mass.,  in 
1794,  taught  school,  and  practiced  medicine  for  a  time.  He  afterwards 
settled  on  a  farm  two  miles  south  from  the  Center,  where  Judge  Cleave- 
land  now^  lives.  Hezekiah  Weed  settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
and  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  town  representative  in  181  I.  William 
Felton,  father  of  the  now  venerable  Charles  Felton,  came  to  town  in 
1806  and  settled  at  the  Center.  He  was  a  prominent  and  respected 
citizen.  The  eastern  part  of  the  town  w^as  early  settled  by  quite  a  num- 
ber who  only  remained  a  few  \x'ars  and  then  removed  West.  The  time 
of  settlement  of  these  is  not  definitely  known,  but  probably  extended 
from  1794  down  until  1 800,  or  perhaps  later. 
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Captain  William  Kendall  settled  on  the  farm  later  occupied  by  John 
Hammond,  and  now  by  M.  L.  Kendall.  He  was  killed  by  the  falling  of 
a  building  a  Httle  south  of  here  in  the  edge  of  Sheldon  in  1798. 

Daniel  Dean,  or  l^lder  Dean  "  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  (for  the 
reason  that  in  those  earl}^  days  he  sometimes  officiated  on  funeral  occa- 
sions in  absence  of  a  clergyman,)  lived  on  the  farm  since  occupied  by 
Oliver  and  liis  son,  William  Stanley. 

Salmon  Warner,  or  'Squire  Warner  as  he  was  known,  settled  where 
I\Irs.  Lydia  Hibbard  now  lives.  He  was  the  first  school  district  clerk 
in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  representative  in  1806. 

Captain  Lemuel  Roberts  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Dolphus 
Dewing.  He  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  while  a  resident  of  the 
town  publislicd  an  account  of  his  life  and  adventures.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  a  copy  of  this  work  has  not  been  preserved,  for  doubtless 
matters  of  interest  would  have  been  found  therein. 

The  first  permanent  residents  of  this  part  of  the  town  were  Tristum 
C.  Colcord,  John  Hammond,  Reuben  Currier,  Reuben  Towie,  James 
Stevenson,  William  Sisco,  Asa  Fay,  Eleazer  Olmstead,  and  others. 
T.  C.  Colcord  died  in  181  5,  and  at  so  late  a  date  no  clergyman  could 
be  found  to  attend  the  funeral  services,  and  Elder  Dean,  previously 
mentioned,  made  a  prayer  on  the  occasion. 

W^here  some  of  these  early  settlers  failed  to  make  a  living,  and  emi- 
grated westward  with  ox- teams,  others  took  their  places,  and  by  dili- 
gence and  econom}'  transformed  tlie  wilderness  into  fruitful  fields, 
,  where  to-day  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  best  farms  in  town.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  upon  the  eastern  side  of  the  pond,  where  Dolphus 
Dewing,  Asa  Hammond,  Lathrop  Marsh,  and  James  W.  Beatty  finally 
settled  and  became  proprietors  of  large  and  productive  farms. 

This  part  of  the  town  is  now  known  as  South  Franklin.  A  little  dis- 
tance south  of  the  church  John  Hammond,  from  Clarendon,  Vt.,  settled 
in  1800.  He  had  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing farmers  of  his  town,  pa3'ing  much  attention  to  the  raising  of  good 
stock.  A  little  further  on  Vernal  Himes  located  quite  early,  reared  a 
large  family,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  blacksmith  and  farmer. 
The  writer  has  some  carpenter  tools  made  b\'  him  in  those  early  days. 
East  of  the  church  Samuel  Stanley  settled  upon  the  farm  that  has  re- 
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mained  in  the  family  since.  He  had  a  family  of  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  be  married.  Three  families  in  the  neighborhood  at  one 
time  sent  seven  children  each  to  the  distiict  school 

One  thing  worthy  of  note  is  the  fact  that,  particularly  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town,  so  many  of  the  farms  and  homes  remain  in  the  same 
families,  even  until  the  fourth  generation.  It  will  be  difficult  finding 
other  places  where  there  are  so  many  instances  of  this  kind. 

Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  refer- 
ence will  again  be  had  to  the  records  for  such  items  of  interest  as  may 
deserve  a  place  in  this  chapter.  At  the  first  proprietors'  meeting  held 
in  this  town,  October  3,  1792,  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  committee  of 
three  to  scale  the  two  ponds  and  pay  them.  At  a  meeting  of  the  propri- 
etors held  May  26,  1S07,  Samuel  Hubbard,  of  this  town,  Ebenezer  Mar- 
vin, jr.,  of  Sheldon,  and  Adolphus  Waldbridge,  of  Burlington,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  scale  the  several  ponds  in  town  to  ascertain  the 
number  of  acres  covered  by  each  ;  also  the  number  of  acres  contained 
in  the  swamps  and  other  lands  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  to  survey  all 
the  undivided  land  in  town  for  a  third  division. 

This  committee  was  also  to  prepare  a  correct  chart  or  map  of  the 
town,  with  the  allotments  of  the  several  surveys,  divided  into  sixty- nine 
rights  or  shares,  with  the  different  ponds,  swamps,  streams,,  etc.  The 
report  of  this  committee  stated  the  quantity  of  land  covered  by  the  Great 
Fond  to  be  1,684  acres  and  eighty  rods  ;  by  the  Little  l^ond,  140  acres 
water  and  marsh  ;  and  by  Cranberry  marsh,  224  acres  and  eighty  rods. 
Amos  Fay  surveyed  the  town  for  the  committee  for  the  third  division 
of  land  made  March  25,  181 1.    This  closes  the  proprietary  records. 

The  name  of  the  town  was  changed  from  Huntsburgh  to  PVanklin, 
October  25,  18 17.  The  legislative  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  change 
are  as  follows : 

"In  General  Assembly,  October  14,  1817,  Mr.  Samuel  Hubbard,  on 
motion  and  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  'an  act  altering  the  name  of 
the  town  of  Huntsburgh  to  that  of  Franklin',  which  was  referred  to  the 
members  from  Franklin  county.     (Journal  page  33.) 

/'October  18.  The  members  aforesaid  made  a  report  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pass  and  become  a  law.     (Journal  page  63.) 

"  October  20.  The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  Dr. 
Farnsworth,  of  Fairfield,  for  amendment.    (Journal  page  72.) 


Town  of  Franklin. 


489 


"October  22  the  bill  was  passed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  October  25,  1817,  it  became  a  law." 

The  inhabitants  of  l^'^ranklin  are  mostly  farmers  and,  in  general,  intelli- 
gent and  successful.  Dairying  is  the  leading  occuj^ation.  Formerl)'  a 
large  amount  of  cheese  was  made  upon  the  farms,  but  that  was  gradu- 
ally changed  to  butter  many  years  since.  Now  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  milk  is  made  into  butter  at  creameries,  and  there  arc  located  at 
different  points  in  town  several  separators,  so  called,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  cream  fron:  the  milk.  The  farms  vary  in  size  from  lOO 
to  500  acres  or  more  each,  and  are  gencrall}'  well  improved  and  contain 
good  buildings. 

Frajikliii  Ceiiter,  a  small  and  pretty  village,  contains  a  well-kept  hotel, 
three  stores,  shoe  store,  millinery  store,  furniture  store  and  undertakers* 
suppHes,  marble  shop,  three  blacksmith  sliops,  tin  shop  and  hardware 
store,  wheelwright  shop,  meat  market,  three  churches,  postoftice,  and 
fifty  or  sixty  dwelling  houses. 

East  Franklin  lias  a  cluirch,  store,  postoffice,  blacksmith  shop,  and 
several  residences.  The  only  telegraph  office  in  town  is  at  this  place. 
Eleazer  Olmstead  was  the  first  settler  here,  having  come  from  Canada 
in  1 82 1.  His  descendants  reside  in  this  part  of  the  town,  and  are  thrifty 
farmers.  Bartholomew  Whitney  came  from  Clarendon,  Yt.,  to  this  town 
in  18 1 2,  and  settled  near  the  Canada  line,  a  mile  from  East  Franklin, 
where  he  lived  until  liis  death,  leaving  numerous  descendants.  On  the 
road  from  East  Franklin  to  the  Center  village  Joel  Powers  settled  in 
1806,  William  Giddings  in  1S14,  Matthew  Grice  in  18 18,  and  Silas  N. 
Hefflon  in  1823:  Edwin  Prouty  has  been  a  local  Methodist  minister  for 
forty  )'ears.     He  represented  the  town  in  1890. 

There  are  no  railroads  in  town.  The  Canada  Junction  Railroad,  so 
called,  intending  to  connect  West  Farnham,  P.  Q.,  with  the  roads  at 
Sheldon  Junction,  was  surveyed  through  the  town  several  years  since, 
running  through  I£ast  Franklin,  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  pond,  and 
thence  into  Sheldon  Junction.  The  road  was  mostl}^  graded  and  the  rails 
laid  to  East  Franklin,  but  the  financial  failure  of  the  projector  stopped 
further  work,  and  the  road  remains  uncompleted.  Whether  it  will  evtr 
be  put  in  running  order  is  a  question  of  time  and  expediency.  The  only 
telegraph  office  in  town,  belonging  to  tlie  Great  Canada  Northwestern 
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Company,  is  located  at  East  Franklin.  Tliere  is  a  Masonic  organization 
in  town  of  long  standing,  a  lodge  of  Good  Templars  in  the  west  par.t  of 
the  town,  and  a  Farmers'  League  recently  formed.  ' 

Ebenezer  Marvin,  jr.,  was  the  first  attorney  in  the  town  ;  first  birth, 
John,  son  of  Samuel  Hubbard,  August  4,  1791  ;  first  marriage,  No- 
vember 29,  1792,  by  Samuel  Peckham,  esq.,  Paul  Gates  to  Zerniah 
Spooner  ;  first  death,  Susanah,  wife  of  Samuel  Peckham,  January  30, 
1796;  first  cemetery  laid  out  in  town,  the  one  adjoining  the  Center 
village;  the  first  person  buried  therein,  Islvs.  Susanah  Peckham;  first 
highway  surve)'ed,  the  one  leading  south  through  the  town  from  Sam- 
uel Hubbard's  to  some  point  on  the  Missisquoi  River,  in  Sheldon,  time 
unknown.  John  W'ebster  kept  the  first  articles  of  merchandise  for  sale, 
composed  of  groceries,  ironware,  nails,  etc.,  which  he  brought  with  him 
into  town  from  New  Hampshire.  Thomas  and  Uri  P'^oot  kept  store  in 
a  log  building  belonging  to  Samuel  Hubbard,  and  Thomas  erected  the 
first  building  for  this  purpose  about  the  year  i8io.  I'he  first  militaiy 
company  was  formed  in  1808:  Samuel  Hubbard,  captain;  Ephraim 
Joy,  lieutenant ;  Thomas  Foot,  ensign  ;  and  WiUiam  I^elton,  sergeant. 

Tiie  first  inhabitants  of  this  town,  realizing  the  great  importance 
of  education,  early  made  provision  for  this  purpose.  Three  grants  of 
land  were  made  for  educational  purposes  in  the  charter  of  the  town  * 
one  .for  the  University  of  Vermont,  one  for  the  first  county  grammar 
school — which  goes  to  St.  Albans, — and  one  for  the  schools  in  town. 
The  rent  from  these  lands  goes  annually  for  the  purposes  mentioned. 
,For  1890  it  was  about  as  follows:  PI n.iversity  of  Vermont,  $34;  St.  Al- 
bans Grammar  School,  $18;  schools  in  town,  $19:  total,  $71. 

In  1795-96  a  school  was  taught  by  Josiah  Allen  in  a  log  house  near 
the  dwelling  of  Samuel  Hubbard,  a  mile,  north  of  the  Center.  This 
school  was  small  and  supposed  to  be  the  first  in  town.  In  the  summer 
of  1796  Miss  Plaston  taught  school  in  the  house  of  Samuel  Hubbard. 
In  the  winter  of  1796-97  Dr.  Enoch  Pomery  taught  in  a  house  in  this 
vicinity,  to  which  scholars  came  from  all  parts  of  the  town.  There  were 
no  school- houses  in  the  town  up  to  this  time,  tlie  schools  often  being- 
held  in  pri\  ate  houses.  These  were  supported  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions, Mr.  Plubbard  paying  one-half  and  others  the  remainder.  In  1798 
the  town  was  divided  into  two  scliool  districts  known  as  the  North  and 
and  South  districts. 
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The  first  school -house — a  log  one — was  built  near  where  Judge 
Cleaveland  now  lives.  In  1800  a  log  school-house  was  built  in  the 
North  district  near  the  residence  of  Ethan  Vincent.  Judge  Barnard,  a 
man  of  liberal  education,  taught  here,  and  scholars  from  St.  Albans  and 
Vergennes  attended  the  school.  In  1809  a  school  was  taught  at  the 
Center  by  John  Hubbard.  The  first  school-house  built  here  was  in 
1800.  In  1809  a  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Warner  on  the  east  side  of 
the  pond,  in  South  Franklin,  three  families  furnishing  twenty-one  schol- 
ars for  the  sanie.  The  first  school-house  built  licre  was  in  181 5.  In 
1 8 10  there  were  five  districts  in  town,  from  which  250  scholars  were  re- 
turned. 

In  1820  there  were  227  scholars;  in  1830,325;  in  1840,400;  in 
1850,  twelve  districts  and  500  scholars;  in  i860,  fourteen  districts  and 
525  scholars;  in  1880,  ten  districts,  eleven  schools,  and  385  scholars.  At 
the  present  time  (1890)  there  are  ten  districts  and  eleven  schools — there 
being  two  at  the  Center.  In  i860  the  expense  of  the  schools  amounted 
to  $1,250,  and  amount  of  public  money  to  $440.  In  1880  the  cost  of  the 
schools  was  $1,290  The  expense  of  maintenance,  under  the  new  su- 
pervision, must  be  somewhat  increased  from  1880.  Both  the  schools 
and  the  school-houses  here  will  compare  favorably  with  the  other  towns 
of  the  count}'. 

Franklin  Academy  wixs  incorporated  in  1849  went  into  successful 
operation  the  following  year,  A  Mr.  Smith  was  the  first  preceptor. 
He  was  followed  by  cx- Governor  Roswell  Farnham,  Professor  A.  M. 
Butler,  Miss  I\T.  A.  Pomcr\',  C.  W.  Gates,  and  others.  At  one  time  this 
school  enjo)'ed  great  popularit)%  but  after  a  time  others  came  into  oper- 
ation and  finally  this  was  discontinued.  The  academy  building  is  now 
occupied  b}'  the  Center  district  schools.. 

Biographical  Sketches. — Dr.  Enoch  Pomery  was  a  native  of  Soutli- 
ampton,  Mass.,  and  came  to  this  town  in  1794,  where  he  taught  school 
and  practiced  medicine  for  a  year  or  two.  After  this  he  was  married  to 
IMiss  Mary  Tinne\',  of  Bennington,  and  became  a  permanent  resident. 
He  followed  the  occupation  of  farming  along  with  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, having  made  choice  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson, 
Henry  C.  Pomer\',  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  In  those  early  days 
there  were  either  no  roads  or  very  poor  ones,  and  tlie  doctor  used  to 


i 

I 

I 

i 

11 


! 


492      History  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  Counties. 


visit  his  patients  on  liorseback,  guided  on  his  way  by  marked  trees  to 
tlie  scattered  settlements.  He  reared  quite  a  family  of  children,  one  of 
whom,  at  least,  J.  N.  Pomery,  of  East  Fairfield,  is  still  living.  He  and 
his  wife  were  worthy  people  and  held  in  high  esteem  in  the  community 
where  they  lived.  He  died  in  Jan.uary,  1S33,  aged  sixty-two  years,  and 
his  wife  in  August,  1863,  aged  eighty- five  years. 

Reuben  Towle  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  He  joined  the  army 
of  the  Revolution  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  at  West  Point  when  the 
traitor  Arnold  undertook  to  deliver  that  post  to  the  British.  As  he  lay 
sick  at  this  place  he  was  visited  and  talked  very  kindly  to  by  General 
Washington.  At  the  close  of  the  campaign  he  returned  home  without 
pa}',  sick  and  on  foot,  and  obliged  to  beg  for  food  and  lodging  on  the 
way.  Not  discouraged  he  enlisted  again  the  following  year  and  served 
through  another  campaign.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  married  and 
moved  to  Enfield.  In  Februar\',  181  5,  he  with  his  family  removed  to 
Franklin  and  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  where  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  His  wife,  Sarah  Towle,  traveled  from  Kn~ 
field,  N.  H.,  to  this  town,  a  distance  of  130  miles,  and  back  again  on 
horseback,  part  of  the  way  being  through  the  wilderness  witli  little  or  no 
roads, — a  feat  which  the  ladies  of  the  present  day  would  hardly  care  to 
undertake  even  with  good  roads.  Mr.  Towle  had  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  married  and  settled  near  each  other.  Descendants  of  the  fifth 
generation  are  now  living  here.  He  died  September  15,  1849,  aged 
eighty- seven  years,  venerated  and  esteemed  by  all. 

James  Stevenson  v/as  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this  countr\' 
with  Burgoyne's  arrmy.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Saratoga, 
and  afterwards  joined  the  American  forces  and  served  with  them  during 
the  rest  of  the  war.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town,  living  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Reuben  Towle,  where 
he  died  in  1822.  In  common  with  others  of  the  early  settlers  he  en- 
dured many  hardships  in  endeavoring  to  make  a  home  in  the  wilderness 
of  a  new  country. 

William  Sisco  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond. 
He  lived  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  the  Asa  Hammond  faiuily.  He 
served  during  the  entire  war  of  the  Revolution.  As  showing  some  of 
the  privations  to  which  these  early  settlers  were  subjected,  it  is  related 
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that  lie  had  been  known  to  go  to  Swanton,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles, 
work  for  a  bushel  of  potatoes,  and  then  bring  them  home  on  his  back. 
Notwithstanding  privations  and  unfavorable  conditions  the  people  were 
industrious,  thrifty,  and  excellent  managers.  Everything  that  could  be 
raised  or  manufactured  upon  the  farm  was  done.  Flax  and  wool  were, 
produced  in  abundance  and  made  into  fabrics  for  home  use  or  to  sell. 
The  itinerant  shoemaker  and  tailoress  were  a  necessity  in  those  da)'s, 
but  they  have  long  since  ceased  to  ply  their  trades,  and  the  spinning- 
wheel  and  loom  are  stored  away,  treasured  only  as  relics  of  the  past. 
The  woolen- mill,  also  the  starch  factory,  the  ashery  and  tanneries  even, 
have  disappeared  in  the  march  of  time  and  the  changed  conditions  of 
production  and  manufacturing. 

Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard  was  born  in  the  year  1763  and  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  life  in  Northfield,  Mass.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  very 
industrious  boy,  exhibiting  while  }'Oung  those  traits  of  character  that 
afterwards  made  him  a  leading  man  in  the  town  where  he  spent  the 
most  of  his  life.  He  was  associated  with  Jonathan  Hunt  and  ethers  in 
the  proprietorship  of  the  town  of  Franklin, — then  Huntsburgh, — and  as- 
sisted in  obtaining  the  charter  in  1787.  He  helped  survey  the  town  the 
next  year.  Succeeding  this  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Swan,  and 
in  the  spring  of  17S9  came  to  Franklin  with  his  family,  provisions,  fur- 
niture, etc.,  with  horse  teams  by  Avay  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y.,  and  Rutland, 
to  Missisquoi  Ba\',  P.  O.  He  had  pre\'iously  made  his  "pitch"  a  mile 
north  of  the  center  of  the  town,  so  long  occupied  by  his  son,  Hon.  J.  H. 
^  Hubbard,  and  now  owned  by  J.  E.  Wilder.  He  was  a  leading  proprie- 
tor of  the  town,  and  many  of  those  who  afterwards  became  settlers 
purchased  their  lands  of  him.  He  was  noted  for  his  business  ability, 
perseverance,  and  thrift,  and  the  settlers  were  indebted  to  him  for  many 
of  the  advantages  which  they  were  permitted  to  enjoy  at  this  time,  as 
he  was  a  leader  in  most  of  the  early  enterprises  of  the  town.  He  reared 
quite  a  family  of  children,  but  one  of  whom  we  think,  Rev.  Thomas 
Hubbard,  is  now  living.  At  the  age  of  seventy-two  he  became  inter- 
ested in  religious  matters,  and  with  his  wife  and  children  became  identi- 
fied with  the  church  and  was  an  exemplar}-  member  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.     He  died  in  1S44,     ^^^^  ^'^P^  four-score  years,  honored 

and  respected  by  all. 
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Dr.  Ebenezer  Marvin  was  a  natix'e  of  Connecticut,  and  his  birth 
dates  back  to  about  1741.  Part  of  his  Hfe  was  spent  in  New  York  and 
the  southern  part  of  this  state.  He  came  to  this  town  in  1794  and  was 
one  of  tlie  original  proprietors.  He  also  acquired  considerable  kinded 
property  in  tlie  towns  of  Berksliirc  and  Highgatc.  He  did  not  here  fol- 
low so  extensively  his  profession  as  physician  and  surgeon,  but  attended 
more  to  his  farming  interests.  He  was  possessed  of  unusual  legislative 
and  executive  ability,  which  being  early  recognized,  he  was  intrusted 
with  important  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  performed  with  great  fidel- 
ity and  exceptance.  For  twenty  years  or  more  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  state  and  for  a  time  chief  judge  of  the 
county  of  Chittenden,  then  including  the  town  of  Franklin.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  county  of  1^'ranklin  he  was  elected  chief  judge,  which 
position  he  held  until  1801-.  Although  not  educated  for  the  legal  pro- 
fession he  is  stated  to  have  possessed  uncommon  qualifications  for  the 
important  positions  he  v/as  called  upon  to  occupy,  and  honored  then]  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word.  Succeeding  the  time  of  which  we  speak  the 
remainder  of  his  life  was  mostly  passed  in  retirement  from  public  duties. 
Having  acquired  sufncient  competence  he  was  a  liberal  provider  and 
hospitable  ent.ertainer.  He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing  away  in 
1820,  being  nearly  eighty  years  old. 

Ebenezer  Sanderson,  a  native  of  Petersham,  Mass.,  came  to  Frank- 
hh  in  1790,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  a  little  to  tlie  south  of  the 
Center  village,  now  known  as  the  Chadwick  farm.  Upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  town  in  1793  Mr.  Sanderson  was  elected  clerk,  which 
office  he  held  until  his  death,  which  occurred  April  19,  1800,  his  being 
the  first  adult  death  in  town.  As  showing  the  obstacles  these  early 
settlers  had  to  encounter  in  the  wilderness,  it  is  stated  that  in  the  spring 
of  1791  the  snow  was  so  deep  that  Mr:  Sanderson  was  obliged  to  re- 
move or  transport  the  most  necessary  articles  of  housekeeping  for  his 
family  on  a  hand-sled  from  Missisquoi  Bay,  P.  O.,  to  his  home  in  Frank- 
lin, a  distance  of  ten  miles.  Their  first  house  was  constructed  of  logs, 
roofed  with  bark,  and  had  a  floor  of  rifted  logs,  there  being  no  saw- mill 
near  in  those  days.  I'he  chimney  was  built  of  sticks  and  clay,  and  a 
blanket  served  for  a  door.  This  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the  houses  of 
these  early  settlers. 
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John  Webster  was  born  in  Franklin,  N.  H.,  in  1755,  and  was  first- 
cousin  to  Daniel  A\'ebster.  He  received  a  liberal  education  and  gradu- 
ated at  Dartmouth  College  in  the  year  1778.  In  the  spring  of  1 789,  in 
compan)'-  with  Samuel  Hubbard,  he  came  to  this  town  and  settled  on 
lands  at  the  Center,  stiil  occupied  by  his  descendants  down  to  the  fourth 
generation.  According  to  rehable  information  Deacon  Webster  kept 
the  first  articles  of  merchandise  for  sale  in  town,  consisting  of  groceries, 
nails,  ironware,  etc.,  Avhich  he  brought  with  him  from  New  Hampshire. 
He  al\va}'s  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  was  very  retired  and 
unobtrusive  in  his  habits;  consequent!}'  he  never  took  an  active  part  in 
town  affairs.  He  was  the  f)rincipal  founder  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  Franklin,  of  which  he  was  a  worthy  member  and  officer  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Januar)^  7,  1838,  in  the  eighty- fourth  year  of 
his  age. 

Elias  Truax  is  supposed  to  be  the  oldest  person  ever  having  lived 
in  town.  He  was  born  July  4,  1772,  and  died  February  4,  1875, 
being  nearly  103  }-cars  old.  He  possessed  remarkable  vitality,  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  :  January  i,  1863,  theil  being  in  his 
ninety-first  year,  he  skated  across  Franklin  Pond  and  back  again,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  and  one-half  miles,  and  is  said  to  have  done  it  as  cleverly 
as  a  boy  of  fifteen.  .  fie  came  from  Albany,  N.  Y.,  in  1792,  and  at  this 
time  there  was  not  a  frame  building  in  the  large  village  of  St.  Albans, 
the  shire  town  of  h^ranklin  county. 

Religions  History. — The  difterent  religious  denominations  in  town  are 
the  ]\Tethodist,  Congregationalist,  l^aptist,  and  Roman  Catholic.  There 
was  provision  made  in  the  charter  for  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  two 
grants  of  land  were  devoted  to  this  purpose,  the  income  of  which  is 
divided,  annually,  equally  among  the  different  societies.  This  amounts 
to  nearly  $50  a  year.  Rev.  Mr.  Nichols,  sent  out  by  the  society  for  the 
promotion  of  Christian  knowledge,  from  Montreal,  is  either  the  first  or 
one  of  the  first  who  conducted  religious  services  in  town.  Rev.  Mr. 
Stewart  preached  here  about  1807.  He  afterwards  became  bishop  of 
the  Diocese,  of  Quebec.  Others  will  be  noticed  in  connection  with  this 
history. 

Centenary  Methodist  ChurcJi. — This  society  occupies  that  part  of  the 
town  west  of  Franklin  Pond.    In  the  year  1799  Lorenzo  Dow  was  sent 
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by  the  New  York  Conference  to  labor  in  Northern  Vermont  and  Can- 
ada, and  preached  several  times  in  the  south  part  of  this  town.  .  The 
following  year  Russell  I^igalow  came  from  New  Hampshire  and  became 
the  first  resident  Methodist  in  Franklin.  Relictions  meetings  were  held 
here  about  this  time  by  a  Mr.  W^allace  from  Sheldon,  and  several  con- 
versions occurred,  among  them  Dr.  Pomery  and  wife  and  three  children 
of  Mr.  Bigalow.  In  1812  Rev.  Henry  Ryan  formed  the  first  IMethodist 
class,  of  tweh^e  members,  with  Mr.  Bigalow  as  leader.  There  was  only 
occasional  preaching  at  this  time,  and  no  place  of  worship  other  than 
a  private  house  or  barn,  but  each  year  witnessed  addition  of  numbers 
and  increase  of  strength.  In  1820  the  New  York  Conference  extended 
into  Canada  and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  William  Ross  preached 
here.     Refjular  nreachin^  has  been  maintained  ever  since.     In  1822  the 

O  J.  o 

first  Sunday-school  was  organized  with  Winsor  Pratt  as  su[)crintendent. 

In  1828  the  Methodist  and  Congregational  societies  united  in  building 
a  house  of  worship,  to  be  occupied  alternately  by  each,  and  this  was  so 
occupied  until  1843,  when  the  Methodists  sold  their  interest  to  the 
other  society  and  erected  an  edifice  of  their  own,  which  they  occupy  at 
the  present  time.  In  i860  there  were  200  members  connected  with 
this  church.  There  are  at  present  141  members,  and  three  Sunday- 
schools  located  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  The  church  edifice  has 
recently  been  repaired,  and  Rev.  G.  L.  Story  is  the  present  pastor. 

MciJwdist  ChiircJi  at  SoutJi  Franklin. — Previous  to  1809  thei  e  was  a 
Methodist  class  formed  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond,  in  South  P^rank- 
lin,  with  Salmon  Warner  as  leader.  But  little  is  known  of  this  class,  as 
most  of  the  members  soon  went  away  and  it  was  broken  up.  In  1822 
or  '23  another  class  was  formed  of  six  members,  with  Simeon  W^lch  as 
leader.  The  last  surviving  member  of  that  class,  IMrs.  Sally  Chadwich, 
of  Swanton,  died  only  a  few  years  since.-  At  this  time  there  was  no 
stated  preaching,  but  the  people  assembled  on  the  Sabbath  for  religious 
worship,  and  enjoyed  great  spiritual  prosperity.  In  1825  this  society 
was  embraced  within  the  limits  of  Sheldon  circuit,  when  for  the  first 
time  stated  preachini^  was  enjoyed,  and  which  has  been  continued  since. 
It  now  belongs  with  West  Ikrkshire  and  Fast  Franklin  charge,  with 
Rev.  W.  C.  Robinson  as  pastor.  The  greatest  number  of  membejs  at 
one  time  was  eighty,  when  the  society  embraced  a  large  extent  of  terri- 
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tory.  In  i860  there  were  thirty-five,  and  at  the  present  tlmd  fifty- five. 
There  is  a  flourishing  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  church.  The 
society  worshiped  in  school-houses  until  1886,  when  a  very  pretty 
church  edifice  was  erected. 

Mciliodist  CJinrcJi  at  East  FraiiJdiii. — A  Metliodist  class  was  formed 
here  in  1S38,  which  at  first  consisted  of  only  five  members.  Soon  after- 
wards there  was  an  extensive  revival  and  the  number  was  largely  in- 
creased. Circuit  preaching  was  established  in  1838,  and  has  been 
maintained  since.  In  i860  this  socict)-  united  with  other  denomina- 
tions in  building  a  union  meeting-house,  to  be  used  by  each.  There  is 
a  Sunday- scliool  at  this  place.  Tlie  present  number  of  members  is 
forty-seven;  total  membership  of  the  Methodist  church  in  town,  243. 

The  Congregational  CJinrck. — This  church  was  organized  October  9, 
18 1 7,  and  consisted  of  fourteen  members.  Like  most  of  the  other 
pioneer  churches  in  this  part  of  the  state  it  had  no  pastor  or  stated 
preaching  for  years,  but  succeeded  in  keeping  up  its  organization  and 
conducted  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of 
the  denomination.  In  1824  the  number  of  members  was  twenty- seven  ; 
January  l,  1855,  fortx^-four;  May  I,  1 86 1,  forty- four;  and  in  1890 
twenty-eight,  representing  twenty  families.  In  1828  they  united  with 
other  denominations  in  building  a  house  of  worship,  to  be  used  alter- 
natel)^  by  each.  In  1844  this  society  purchased  the  interests  of  the 
others  and  in  the  fall  called  Rev.  L.  S.  h'^rench  to  preach  to  them.  The 
following  May  he  was  installed  their  first  pastor,  and  for  sixteen  )'ears 
held  this  relation  to  the  church.  He  has  been  the  only  resident  pastor 
up  to  this  time.  '  He  died  July  10,  1879,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Since 
1 86 1  the  church  has  been  supplied  with  preaching  by  different  clerg}'- 
men  living  out  of  town.  The  society  has  re-constructed  its  church, 
built  a  pretty  parsonage,  and  secured  the  services  of  Rev.  Wilmot  M. 
Mayhew,  of  Whiting,  Vt.,  who  is  to  commence  his  labors  at  once- 
There  is  a  flourishing  Sunday-school  connected  with  the  church. 

The  Baptist  ChnrcJi. — The  Freewill  Baptist  church  was  organized 
in  West  Franklin,  February  12,  1S32,  by  Rev,  Leland  Huntly,  and  con- 
sisted of  twelve  members.  The  church  had  no  regular  preaching  pre- 
vious to  April  5,  1845,  but  was  supplied  by  itinerant  clergymen.  At 
this  date  Rev,  J.  Coffrin  was  installed  pastor.    In  1861  there  were  forty- 


I 

I 


i 


i 


498      History  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  Counties. 


two  members.  The  society  erected  a  church  in  1859.  The  society 
still  retains  its  church  organization,  but  for  the  past  two  years  there  has 
been  no  regular  preaching,  tl^.ere  be-ng  simply  quarterly  mee;ings  three 
times  during  the  year. 

TJie  CatJiolic  ChiircJi. — For  quite  a  number  of  years  there  has  been  a 
church  of  this  kind  in  to'vvn.  There  is  a  church  edifice  and  quite  a  large 
congregation.  There  has  never  been  any  resident  priest,  the  pulpit  be- 
ing supplied  from  other  towns.  At  present  a  priest  from  Highgate 
officiates. 

Town  Representatives.  —  Samuel  Peckliam,  1794,  1796-97,  1801, 
1804;  Samuel  Hubbard,  1795.  179S-1800,  1 802,  1805,  1807-08,  1812- 
17,  1819-20;  Salmon  Warner,  1806;  Samuel  Peckliam,  jr.,  1809-10; 
Hezckiah  Weed,  181  i;  William  Felton,  1818,  1824-26,  1829,  1831, 
1834;  Joshua  Peckham,  I S24;  Reuben  Towle,  i  822-23 ;  GeriCushman, 
1827-28;  Philip  S.  Gates,  1830,  1832-33,  1843;  Flisha  Bascomb,  1835- 
36;  Henry  Bowman,  1837-38;  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  1839-41,  1846; 
Dolphus  Dewing,  1842  ;  Isaac  Warner,  1 844 ;  Peter  Chase,  i  S45  ;  1847- 
49,  not  represented;  Lathrop  Marsh,  1850-51  ;  John  P.  Olds,  1852; 
Solon  Kinsman,  1853-54;  Charles  P\'lton,  1855;  Vincent  Horskin, 
1856-57;  Alonzo  Green,  1858;  John  K.  Whitney,  1859-60;  l^hilo 
Horskin,  1861-62;  John  Colcord,  1863-64;  W.  C.  Robie,  1865-66; 
Ai  Pearson,  1867.  (Commencement  of  biennial  sessions.)  J.  D.  Brown, 
1868-69;  Harvey  Olmstead,  1870-71  ;  George  C.  Briggs,  1872-73; 
John  Webster,  1874-77;  Carmi  L.  Marsh,  1878-79;  Bartholomew  Whit- 
ney, 1880-81;  Chauncy  Temple,  1882-83;  Reuben  Towle,  1884-85; 
A.H.  Shedd,  1886-S7;  L.  H.  Felton,  1888-89;  Edwin  Prouty,  1890-91. 

Tonni  Clerks. — Ebenezer  Sanderson,  1794;  1794  to  1802,  no  record; 
Samuel  Peckham,  1802-04;  Samuel  Peckham,  jr.,  1804-12;  Samuel 
Hubbard,  1812-27;  Philips.  Gates,  1827—45  ;  John  Adams,  1845-51  ; 
Alonzo  Green,  1851-53;  Vincent  Horskin,  1853-59;  Alonzo  Green, 
1859-81  ;  W.  C.  Robie,  1881,  present  incumbent. 

County  Officers. — Ebenezer  Marvin,  chief  justice,  1796-1802,  1808; 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  assistant  chief  justice,  1845-47  ;  Ebenezer  Mar- 
vin, jr.,  state's  attorney,  1S07-08,  1 812,  1 81 5;  Ebenezer  Marvin,  state's 
attorney,  1813;  assistant  judges  :  John  K.Whitney,  1 868-69  ;.  John  P. 
Olds,  \Zj2-']i  \  E.  H.  Cleaveland,  1880-Si. 
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State  Senators. — JonatlKin  H.  Hubbard,  1843-44,  1848;  Alonzo 
Green,  1859-60;  W.  C.  Robic,  1874-75;  Edwin  R.  "Bell,  1888-89.- 

Members  of  Constitutional  Convention. — Samuel  Hubbard,  1814; 
William  Felton,  1822  and  1828;  Orville  Kempton,  1836;  John  J. 
Deavitf,  1843;  Charles  Felton,  1S50. 

Justiees  of  tJie  Peace,  until  Terms  of  Offiee. — J.  H.  Hubbard,  twenty- 
five  years  ;  P.  S.  Gates,  twenty- three  years  ;  Nahum  Temple,  twenty- 
two  years;  Peter  Chase,  nineteen  years;  Jolin  K.  Whitney,  fifteen 
years  ;  Dolphus  Dewing,  tweh'c  }-ears  ;  James  SpauldinL^-,  M.  H.  Cleave- 
land,  James  Randall,  A.  L.  Galusha,  Jonathan  Towle,  A.  H.  Shedd, 
Philo  Horskin  for  quite  lengthy  terms. 

Attorneys. — The  attorneys  who  have  practiced  in  town  are  Ebenezer 

Marvin,  jr.,  J.  J.  Beardsley,  l^asford,  John  J.  l^eavitt,  J.  E.  Tcn- 

ney,  Romeo  H.  .Start,  and  George  \\\  Burleson.  None  reside  in  town 
at  the  present  time. 

Physicians. — Drs.  Ebenezer  Marvin,  Enoch  Pomery,  Geri  Cushman, 
George  S  Gale,  Iutos  Pearson,  Sheldon  S.  Searles,  C.  N.  Burleson,  E.  J. 
Powers,  George  S.  I'^iggs,  M.  H.  Powers,  R.  ]L.  Welch,  and  J.  II  Hall. 

Census. — 1791,46;  1800,280;  1810,714;  1820,631;  1830,  1,129; 
1840.  1,410;  1850,  1,647;  ^86o,  1,781;  1870,  1,612;  1880,  1,439; 
1890,  1,300. 

Grand  List. — Owing  to  imperfections  of  the  records  the  grand  list  of 
an  early  date  cannot  be  obtained.    The  following  is  supplied:  1850, 
$2,785.73;  i860,  $4,096.31  ;  1870,  $4,552.81  ;  1880,  $4,168.26;  1890, 
.$7,098.17. 

Military  History. — As  will  be  seen  in  reading  this  chapter  se\'eral  of 
the  early  settlers  of  the  town  served  at  some  period  during  the  Re\'olu- 
tionary  war.  Among  these  were  Col.  Ebenezer  Marvin,  Major  Leon- 
ard Keep,  Captain  Lemuel  Roberts,  James  Stevenson,  William  Sisco, 
and  Reuben  Towle.  The  following  men  enlisted  in  the  W'ar  of  1812  : 
John  Webster,  Jabez  Keep,  Erasmus  Osborne,  William  P>lton,  William 
Wright,  Benjamin  Sisco,  Horace  Gates,  and  Henry  Bowman. 

The  tou'n  of  P^ranklih  furnished  130  men  for  the  war  of  the  great  Re- 
bellion, six  of  whom  were  commissioned  ofticers,  viz.:  Ronieo  H.  Start, 
captain  of  Company  E,  3d  Regiment ;  Orloff  H.  Whitney,  captain  Cc*m- 
pany  H,  13th  Regiment  ;  George  W.  JUirleson,  captain  Company  C,  6th 
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Regiment;  Rodney  C.  Gates,  first  lieutenant  Company  F,  7th  Regi- 
ment; Edward  L.  Hibbard,  first  lieutenant  Company  D,  13th  Regi- 
ment; Carmi  L.  Marsh,  second  lieutenant  Con^pany  K,  13th  Regiment. 
Out  of  these  130,  twenty-six  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  country. 
In  memory  of  these  soldiers  dead  and  living  the  town  has  caused  to  be 
placed  in  the  town  hall  five  large  marbleized  slate  tablets,  of  beautiful 
design,  with  the  names  of  the  men,  their  rank,  and  the  company  and  reg- 
iment to  which  the)'  belonged  inscribed  in  letters  of  gold. 

Every  }'ear  Decoration  day  is  observed  either  at  the  Center  village 
or  East  Franklin.  There  is  a  flourishing  post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Marsli 
Post,  No.  80,  was  named  in  honor  of  the  late  Lathrop  Marsh,  who  ren- 
dered excellent  service  as  a  town  official  during  the  war. 

At  the  time  of  the  Confederate  raid  as  it  was  called,  near  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  a  company  of  marauders  in  passing  through  the  county 
toward  Canada  robbed  one  of  the  banks  in  St.  Albans,  fired  at  peisons, 
and  created  considerable  disturbance  on  their  route,  a  company  of 
"  Mome  Guards"  was  organized  in  this  town  for  protection,  with 
Carmi  L.  Marsh  as  captain.  After  guarding  the  line  between  the  town 
and  Canada  for  a  time,  and  frequent  drillings,  there  being  no  further  hos- 
tile demonstration,  die  com[)any  was  disbanded. 

During  and  immediately  preceding  the  War  of  1812  a  pretty  exten- 
sive business  in  the  line  of  smuggling  was  carried  on  by  some  advent- 
urous citizens  of  this  and  adjoining  towns.  IMany  droves  of  cattle  were 
taken  across  the  "lines,"  on  which  a  good  price  w^as  realized,  and  nu- 
merous loads  of  Hierchandise  found  their  Avay  "this  side,"  notwithstand- 
ing soldiers  were  stationed  along  the  border  to  prevent  the  illegal  traffic. 
This  being  the  case  there  were,  as  may  be  supposed,  many  exciting  ad- 
ventures between  the  United  States  officials  and  the  contraband  dealers, 
some  of  which  may  still  be  remembered,  as  related  by  those  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances.  The  "smuggler's  road,"  as  it  was  termed,  ex- 
tended from  some  point  on  the  Missisquoi  River  in  Sheldon  through 
this  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the  pond,  to  the  line  adjoining  St.  Armand, 
P.  Q.  As  this  entire  region  at  that  time  was  a  wilderness  it  aided  the 
smugglers  somewhat,  but  now  and  then  they  got  caught,  while  at  other 
times  they  would  fool  the  officers  by  playing  a  double  game  and  get  off 
safely. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FAH^FIICLD. 


H]^^.  town  of  Fairfield  is  centrally  located  in  Franklin  comity,  lyin<^ 


in  latitude  44  degrees  49  minutes,  and  longitude  4  degrees  5  min- 


utes east,  and  contains  nearly  sixt}'  square  miles,  or  38,000  aci'es.  The 
towns  lying  acJjacent  are  Sheldon  upon  the  north  ;  a  corner  of  Enos- 
burgh  and  Bakcrsfield  upon  the  east;  on  the  south  are  Fletcher  and 
Fairfax;  and  St.  Albans  and  Swanton  on  the  west. 

The  surface  is  very  uneven,  being  broken  by  short  ranges  and  spurs 
of  hills  and  alternating  valley's.  T'he  rocks  are  mainly  talcose  schist  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  dipping  easterly  at  an  angle  of  about  sev- 
enty-five degrees,  while  in  the  western  part  they  are  coiigloDicratc. 

PIcre  nature  seems  to  have  \'ied  with  herself  in  the  lavishness  of  her 
charms.  While  the  scenery  is  short  of  the  sublime,  and  seldom  grand, 
it  is  always  beautiful  and  picturesque.  It  is  well  watered  by  numerous 
springs,  and  also  by  se\'eral  streams,  notablx'  among  which  is  Black 
Creek,  which  receives  much  of  its  tributary  waters  from  Fletcher  and 
Bakersfield,  enters  the  town  not  far  from  the  southeast  corner,  and  flows 
northwesterly  into  Sheldon,  v/here  it  falls  into  the  Alissisquoi  River. 

h'airfield  River,  having  its  source  in  Fletcher,  sometimes  rises  to  the 
majesty  of  a  rushing  river,  and  again  retiring  within  its  banks  becomes 
a  rippling  streamlet.  Flowing  northerly  it  unites  with  Black  Creek 
near  the  central  part  of  the  town.  Dead  Creek  receives  the  sluggish 
water  of  Cedar  Swamp  in  the  west  part  of  this  town  and  the  eastern 
point  of  St.  Albans,  flows  northerly,  uniting  with  the  outlet  of  Fairfield 
pond,  and  takes  an  easterly  course  into  Black  Creek  near  St.  Rocks. 
Among  the  beauties  of  this  fa\'ored  region  is  this  miniature  lake  or  pond 
already  mentioned;  the  water  is  pure  and  clear,  being  mainly  supplied 
by  subterranean  springs.  '  This  pond  is  three  miles  long  and  nearly  a 
mile  in  width. 

No  minerals  of  importance  are  known  to  exist.  The  soil  in  the  val- 
leys is  alluvial,  and  is  especiall)-  adapted  to  the  growth  of  grass  and  the 
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principal  cereals  of  the  North,  while  the  uplands  yield  rich  and  abun- 
dant pasturage.  The  timber  is  principally  maple,  beech,  and  birch; 
hemlock,  spruce,  butternut,  and  other  varieties  abound,  while  cedar  is 
the  principal  growth  of  the  swamp.  So  far  as  known  this  town  and 
vicinity  was  not  probably  the  home  of  any  of  the  Indian  tribes,  but  it  is 
tolerably  well  established  that  this  was  for  a  long  time  one  of  their 
favorite  hunting-grounds,  and  that  deer,  bears,  wolves,  and  beavers  were 
their  worthy  game. 

August  i8,  J763,  Governor  Benning  Wentworth,  of  New  Hampshire, 
made  grants  of  three  towns,  Fairfield,  Smithfield,  and  Hungcrford, 
northeast  of  Lake  Champlain,  to  Samuel  Hungerford,  of  New  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  his  associates. 

The  grantees  held  their  first  meeting  at  the  house  of  Gershom  Brad- 
ley, Fairfield,  Conn.,  February  16,  1774.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held 
on  the  following  day  at  the  house  of  John  Hubbell  :  "  Voted,  to  pro- 
ceed to  surve)'  and  lay  out  the  township."  At  a  proprietors'  meeting 
in  April  following:  "Voted,  that  the  committee  for  said  township  shall 
have  power  to  agree  with  some  suitable  person  to  go  and  see  said  town- 
ship, in  order  to  see  what  sort  of  land  it  is."  There  seems  to  have  been 
little  business  of  importance  transacted  at  subsequent  meetings  until  the 
proprietors  held  their  first  meeting  in  Vermont,  at  Pawlet,  in  September, 
1783,  when  it  was  voted  to  lay  out  one  division  of  land  containing  160 
acres,  and  a  second  division  of  100  acres  to  each  proprietor.  In  April,. 
1789,  the  proprietors,  then  meeting  in  Fairfield,  made  arrangements  for 
laying  out  roads.  In  September,  of  the  same  year,  there  was  a  third 
division  of  50  acres,  a  fourth  division  of  140  acres,  and  a  fifth  division 
of  four-acre  lots  in  the  cedar  swamp  made  to  each  proprietor.  The 
swamp  lots  were  valuable  for  the  cedar  and  other  fencing  tember,  great 
quantities  of  which  liave  been  used  for  that  purpose.  There  was  also  a 
"town  plot"  setoff  on  a  hill  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  town,  in- 
tended for  cit}'  lots.  The  proprietors  and  all  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town  have  passed  from  earth,  a  centur)'  has  elapsed,  and  the  intended 
city  is  not  yet.  ' 

The  first  permanent  settler  of  whom  there  is  any  record  was  Joseph 
Wheeler,  who  came  to  Fairfield  in  IMarch,  1787.  Soon  after,  or  during 
the  following  year,  John  Sunderland  and  John  Mitchell  were  succeded 
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by  James  Ilawley,  William  Beaden,  and  Gabriel  Sherwood  as  settlers 
from  Huntington,  Conn.  ;  Nathan  and  David  Hoyt  (Hoit)  and  Ebenezer 
Lobdell  came  from  }3ridgefield,  John  Leach  and  Samuel  Roberts  from 
New  Fairfield,  Conn.;  Edmund  Town  and  Joel  Barber  from  Simsbury, 
Levi  Wakeman  from  Norwalk,  and  Lucius  Mall  from  New  IMilford.  In 
1789  New  Fairfield,  Conn.,  gave  to  the  new  settlement  Hubbard  Bar- 
low, Andrew  Bradley,  and  Clark  Burlingame.  Jabez  Burr  came  from 
Ivcading,  Conn.  In  1790  Dimon  Barlow,  Samuel  Gilbert,  Samuel 
Ilollister,  and  Jehiel  Smith  found  a  residence  here.  Joseph  Soule,  from 
Dover,  N.  Y.,  came  early  in  1 79 1.  He  had  a  large  family.  His  sons 
were  Timothy,  Isaac  Newton,  Salmon,  Joseph,  Hiram,  and  Harry,  who 
also  became  residents  of  Fairfield  and  Fairfax. 

The  town  was  organized  and  town  officers  elected  pursuant  to  the 
following  notice  : 

"Whereas,  Application  hath  been  made  to  me  the  subscriber,  by 
six  good  lawful  Freholders,  of  the  town  of  Fairfield,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  town  officers. 

"These  are  therefore  to  warn  all  the  inhabitants  of  Fairfield,  afore- 
said, to  meet  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Wheeler,  in  sd  Fair- 
field, on  the  30th  day  of  Instant  March,  to  act  on  the  following  busi- 
ness, viz.  : 

*'  1st.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  govern  sd  meeting. 

"  2d.  To  choose  a  Town  Clerk. 

"  3d.  To  choose  a  Selectman. 
4th.  To  choose  all  other  town  ofiicers  as  the  law  directs. 

"  5th.  To  transact  any  other  business  that  may  be  deemed  necessary 
when  met. 

"Dated  at  Fairfield,  March  13th,  1791. 

"  Hub'd- BARLO^Y,  Just.  Peace." 

At  the  town  meeting  held  I\Iarch  30,  1791,  town  officers  were  chosen 
as  follows:  Joseph  Wheeler,  moderator;  Edmund  Town,  town  clerk; 
Edmund  Town,  Thomas  Northrop,  and  Ralph  Gregory,  selectmen ; 
Levi  W^akeman,  "  first"  constable;  Joseph  Wheeler,  town  treasurer; 
Salmon  Wheeler,  Abraham  Northrop,  and  David  Hoit,  listers  ;  Nathan 
Lobdell,  collector;  Joseph  Soule,  leather  sealer;  Nathaniel  Beardsley, 
grand  juror;  Ebenezer  Lobdell,  pound-keeper;  Philo  Gregory,  "tythcs- 
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man  "  ;  Isaac  Hull,  haywarcl ;  Da\'id  Hoit,  fence  viewer ;  Ezekiel 
Beardsley,  Wetmore  Beardsley,  and  Barzillai  Brown,  surveyors  of  higli- 
ways  ;  Ralpli  Gregory,  scaler  of  weiglits  and  measures. 

The  records  show  that  these  were  duly  sworn  "as  the  law  directs" 
and  the  harmony  wliich  pervaded  tliis  first  town  meeting  found  expres- 
sion in  the  following  enactment:  "Voted,  that  swine  being  properly 
yoked  and  ringed  may  run  at  large." 

The  organization  of  the  town,  and  the  fact  that  the  proprietors,  as 
well  as  others,  had  already  ascertained  "what  sort  of  land  it  is,"  were 
sufficient  inducements  to  attract  other  settlers.  In  1792  Isaac  Luce, 
Reuben  Crow,  and  Francis  Story  became  residents.  Other 'earl}-  set- 
tlers, some  of  whom  Jiiay  have  come  previous  to  1792,  were  Ikites  Tur- 
ner, Joseph  D.  Farnsworth,  Whittcmore  Jk-ardsley,  John  Chandler,  Sol- 
omon Bingham,  Bei?jamin  W'ooster,  John  Sturtevant,  Dyer  Sherwood, 
Morse  Warner,  Ezra  Sherman,  Sherwood  Whitney,  Nathan  Lobdell, 
^zekiel  Bradley,  Eli  Sherman,  Amos  Thompson,  Abraham  Northrop, 
Bradley  Davis,  Samuel  Barlow,  Joab  Smith,  P2benezer  Barlo\A',  Job 
Hurlburt,  Samuel  ra)me,  Isaac  Wakeman,  Noah  Dimon,  Ezra  Sturges, 
Solomon  Nelson,  Abner  A\'right,  ]£zra  Gilbert,  Samuel  Gilbert,  W'hitte- 
more  Beardsley,  Nathan  Gilbert,  Nathaniel  Beardsle}',  William  Morse, 

Benjamin  Kendrick,    Story,  Andrew  Kendrick,  Martin  Prince, 

Westover  Barber,  Orange  Hall,  Norman  Barber,  Benjamin  Fairbanks, 
John  Abotts,  Joseph  Bowditch,  and  Jchiel  Hull. 

Fairfield  as  originally  chartered  contained  23,040  acres;  but  in  1792 
the  greater  part,  of  Smithficld  was,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  annexed, 
thus  giving  the  town  its  present  dimensions,  and  making  it  the  largest 
town  in  Franklin  county.  The  town  as  thus  constituted  is  regular  in 
outline  except  that  the  west  side  is  notched  by  the  eastern  extremities 
of  St.  Albans  and  Swanton,  and  the  southwest  corner  extends  in  point 
to  a  corner  of  the  town  of  Georgia. 

The  hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Fair- 
field stand  in  marked  contrast  with  the  comfort  and  conveniences  of 
the  present  day.  Searching  out  a  wilderness  home  by  traveling  miks 
along  a  half-distinguisliable  trail,  failing  to  reach  the  hut  of  some  pio- 
neer, and  remaining  o\-er  night  where  darkness  and  a  clustering  thicket 
gave  the  only  shelter;  again  taking  up  the  journey  and  finding  all  the 
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discouragements  of  the  preceding  day  repeated,  and  finally  locating  in 
a  hastily  constructed  hut  whicli  gave  little  of  comfort  and  less  of  con- 
venience; then  disputing  the  possession  of  their  rude  dwellings  and  mea- 
gre fare  with  bears  or  other  wild  animals — ail  these  were  endured  by  the 
early  settlers,  and  are  but  the  back-ground  of  a  nearer  view,  where  there 
are  fine  farms,  and  beautiful  residences  wherein  are  all  the  comforts  and 
luxuries  of  life  which  convenience  may  demand  or  wealth  may  procure. 

One  or  two  instances  of  the  scarcit)'  of  provisions  will  suffice  to  show 
what  not  a  few  endured.  One  of  the  Hoit  families  being  destitute  of 
food  Mr.  Hoit,  hearing  that  a  man  who  resided  some  tlrirty  miles  distant 
had  wheat  to  sell,  started  on  foot  to  obtain  a  supply  ;  reaching  his  desti-  , 
nation  the  owner  of  the  wheat  told  him  he  had  none  to  sell,  but  in  con- 
sideration of  such  destitution  would  give  him  as  much  as  he  could  carry. 
•  Venturing  the  burden  of  a  bushel,  and  liaving  it  ground  soon  after 
starting,  Mr.  Hoit  soon  came  to  the  relief  of  the  hungering  family. 

Andrew  Bradlc}-  settled  in  1789,  and  planted  corn  for  bread  for  his 
family  during  the  coming  winter,  but  it  was  damaged  by  fiost  and  ren- 
dered almost  worthless.  Pinching  want  drove  him  to  the  necessity  of 
leaving  liis  wife  and  several  small  children  while  he  sought  some  occu- 
pation by  which  he  might  procure  something  for  their  subsistence. 
During  his  continued  absence  the  only  food  which  his  family  could  pro- 
cure was  this  frost-bitten  corn  which  they  cut  from  the  cob. 

About  this  time  Jabez  Inirr  came  to  Fairfield,  bringing  his  family  to 
the  house  of  one  of  the  Hoits,  where  they  remained  one  night.  The 
jnext  morning  the  two  men  started  to  find  the  lot  upon  which  ]>urr  was 
to  locate.  This  was  three  or  four  miles  from  Hoit's.  The  lot  was 
found  with  but  little  difficult)',  and  the  two  sturdy  fellows  immediately 
went  to  work  to  build  a  house;  when  night  came  the  building  was 
ready  for  occupancy;  the  men  returned  to  Tloit's,  and  Burr  and  liis 
family  took  possession  the  next  morning.  This  dwelling  contained  par- 
lors, dining-room,  kitchen,  doi-mitoi}',  pantry,  and  scullery  all  in  one 
It  was  a  wooden  structure,  of  course,  for  l^^airfield  was  then  in  the 
wooden  age..  The  house  was  twelve  feet  square,  built  of  split  basswood 
logs,  notched  at  the  ends*to  insure  stability  and  tightness  of  the  walls, 
and  about  seven  feet  to  the  roof,  which  was  constructed  by  using  jjoles 
for  the  support  of  the  outer  roofing  made  of  bark  peeled  from  the  logs 
(■4 
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which  constituted  the  sides.  The  doorway  was  closed,  when  nccessar)', 
by  hanging  a  blanket  over  it.  The  "windows  "  were  small  holes  cov- 
ered with  greased  paper  as  soon  as  it  could  be  afforded.  This  is  not 
fancy  ;  there  were  many  similar  houses. 

The  first  child  born  in  Fairfield  was  Poll)'  Iloit  (born  July  14,  1788), 
daughter  of  David  and  E.  Iloit.  Smithfield  l^eaden  was  born  Au- 
gust I,  1789,  in  the  part  of  the  town  then  called  Smithfield,  and  being 
the  first  male  child  born  in  town  the  proprietors  granted  him  100  acres 
of  land. 

That  the  early  settlers  could  not  undertake  the  support  of  non-resi- 
dent poor  appears  from  the  following,  which  is  found  in  the  records  of 
the  town  meeting  held  March  10,  1795  :  "Voted,  that  tlie  selectmen 
prosecute  William  Beaden  for  bringing  and  leaving  a  woman  by  the 
name  of  Hannah  Hollister,  with  four  children,  at  John  Sunderlin's,  in 
said  Fairfield,  and  to  take  speedy  measures  for  their  removal  out  of  this 
town.'* 

Steady  and  vigorous  use  of  the  axe  soon  produced  changes  which 
improved  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  l^^orests  gave  place  to  culti- 
vated fields,  saw- mills  were  built  along  the  streams,  better  houses  ap- 
peared, grist-mills  received  the  custom  which  had  before  gone  by  ox- sled 
and  boat  to  Tlattsburgh,  and  the  manufacture  of  potash,  sugar,  starch, 
and- leather  were  among  the  new  and  growing  industries.  New  roads, 
in  addition  to  those  already  laid  out  by  the  proprietors,  early  .received 
the  attention  of  the  citizens,  and  the  division  of  the  town  into  school 
districts  in  1795.  prepared  the  way  for  the  establishnient  of  common 
schools. 

Although  the  majority  of  the  earl}'  settlers  were  farmers  not  a  few 
were  engaged  in  other  pursuits.  Salmon  vSoule  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
was  especially  expert  in  forging  and  tempering  axes.  Joseph  Soule  was 
a  carpenter,  and  a  manufacturer  of  starch  and  potash,  and  a  distiller  of 
liquors.  Nathan  Gilbert  came  to  Fairfield  in  179S,  built  a  grist-mill  on 
Fairfield  River,  where  he  did  a  successful  business  until  September,  1804, 
when  he  was  drowned  wliile  endeavoring  to  save  some  of  his  property 
from  destruction  by  a  freshet  which  carried  away  his  mill-dam.  Rens- 
selaer Read,  who  came  from  Cambridge,  Yt.,  in  1808,  built  the  first  tan- 
nery in  town,  and  carried  on  the  business  successfully  about  twenty 
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years,  and  was  then  succeeded  by  his  son,  Charles  R.  About  1818 
Jesse  Bush  engaged  in  cloth-dressing  and  the  manufacture  of  huiiber, 
and  subsequently  in  coopering. 

There  seems  to  have  been  but  little  business  transacted  at  the  pro- 
prietors' meetings  subsec[uent  to  l8oo,  and  the  proprietorship  was  prob- 
ably ended  a  few  years  later.  W  hen  an}'  of  the  proprietors'  rights  were 
sold  for  taxes  a  whole  right  usual!}'  sold  for  £1^,  10s.,  and  ninet}^  acres 
for  £1,  8s.,  6d. 

Owners  of  animals  made  a  public  record  of  the  ear-marks  by  which 
ownership  was  established.  The  following  are  tal:en  from  the  town 
records,  the  names  being  omiUed  :  "  Round  hole  through  both  ears  "  ; 
**  ketch  upper  side  right  ear  and  round  hole  through  left  "  ;  "  two  half- 
pennys  upper  side  left  ear  "  ;  "slit  end  of  both  ears";  two  ketches 
under  side  right  ear";  "'swallow  fork  right  ear  and  two  nicks  under  side 
the  same  "  ;  "two  ketches  upper  side  left  ear  "  ;  "a  crop  and  half-crop 
on  the  right  ear"  ;  "sloj)ing  crop  under  side  each  ear." 

Sc/ioo/s. — At  a  town  meeting  held  IMcirch  10,  1795,  Wetmore  Reards- 
ley,  Joseph  Wheeler,  Josiah  l^riggs,  Ikites  Turner,  Josej^h  Soule,  Hub- 
bard Barlow,  and  Joel  J^arber  were  chosen  a  committee  to  divide  the 
town  into  school  districts.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  in  Ma}^  fol- 
lowing the  committee  reported  the  division  of  the  town  into  ten  districts, 
and  the  trustees  of  the  respective  districts  were  elected  :  District  No.  i, 
Samuel  P.  Mull  ;  No.  2,  Jonah  Briggs  ;  No.  3,  Jabez  Burr;  No.  4,  Hub- 
bard Barlow;  No.  5,  Andrew  J^radle}^ ;  No.  6,  Edmund  Town  ;  No.  7, 
Jose[)h  Soule  ;  No.  8,  Ralph  Gregory  ;  No.  9,  Nathan  Kingsley  ;  and 
No.  10,  John  Mitchell.  The  first  district  school  taught  in  town  was  by 
Joshua  Miller  in  1 797. 

Alterations  were  made  in  the  boundaries  of  the  districts  from  time  to 
time,  and  five  new  districts  formed  prior  to  18 14.  In  1828  there  were 
reported  785  pupils  in  the  several  districts.  The  reports  of  1830  gave 
the  number  of  pupils  as  855,  and  in  1842  the  number  had  increased  to 
900.  There  are  (1S90)  twent}'  districts  having  a  school-house  in  each, 
and  parts  of  four  other  districts  having  the  houses  in  other  towns.  The 
change  from  town  to  county  supervision,  although  not  entire!}^  satisfac- 
tory, seems  to  have  been  productive  of  good. 

Among  those  who  have  been  successful  in  passing  the  more  rigid  ex- 
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aiiiination  tlian  was  formerly  required,  and  are  doing  efficient  service  as 
teachers  in  this  town,  may  be  mentioned  F.  E.  Sornborger,  Frank  Mc- 
Intyre,  Misses  C.  Maude  Gilbert,  Jennie  Carpenter,  I^'rankie  Leach,  Min- 
nie La  Deux,  A.  Farrand  Elkins.  Gertrude  Sturges,  Hannah  Cochrane, 
Mary  Rooney,  and  Nellie  Farley. 

TJic  Congregational  CJnircJi  of  Fairfield  Center  was  organized  Sep- 
tember 22,  1800,  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Turner,  a  missionary  from  ]\Lis5a- 
chusetts.  Rev.  Benjamin  Wooster  was  installed  pastor  July  24,  1805, 
and  faithfully  labored  with  his  chosen  people  until  his  death,  Februar}^  18, 
1840.  When  he  commenced  his  labors  with  the  church  there  were 
thirty -four  members;  seventy  more  were  added  between  that  lime  and 
1 8 13,  and  fifty- five  others  became  members  prior  to  1 840.  Rev.  T. 
Reynolds  succeeded  Mr.  Wooster  and  preached  until  March,  1842. 
Rev.  A.  J.  Samson  came  soon  after  and  was  installed  j^astor  Febru- 
ar\^  15,  1843,  remaining  until  1849,  when  Rev.  Calvin  C.  Adams  com- 
menced his  pastorate,  which  ended  September,  1856.  Rev.  James  Buck- 
ham  was  hired  from  }'ear  to  }'ear  until  June,  1863;  the  church  was  then 
without  stated  preaching  for  nearly  a  )-ear,  when  C.  J.  Comings  was  cm- 
ployed  until  April,  1867.  He  was  succeeded  by  I'vev.  Daniel  Wilde, 
who  remained  until  his  death.  Rev.  Daniel  A\'ilde  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Mr.  O'Neil,  who  ]jreached  for  a  time,  after  which  Revs.  C.  P.  Wat-~ 
son,  Josiah  Kidder.  C.  H.  Coolidge,  O.  G.  Baker,  and  R.  D.  Metcalf 
were  the  officiating  clerg\'men,  the  last  of  whom  closed  his  labors  in 
connection  with  the  church  in  September,  1890,  on  account  of  ill  health. 
This  society  had  no  meeting-house  until  1 840,  when  a  neat  brick 
building  was  erected. 

The  first  Sabbath- school  was  organized  in  18 1 8,  and  although  the  ef- 
forts in  behalf  of  such  work  have  had  varied  success  it  has-been  efficient 
help  in  church  work.  There  was  quite  an  increase  in  the  membership 
of  the  church  about  1864,  ^ut  in  consequence  of  death  and  removals 
only  a  few  members  remain. 

St.  Patriek's  Catholie  CJinreii, — The  Catholic  families  of  Fairfield 
were  first  visited  by  missionary  priests  in  1 830.  Among  these  was 
Rev.  Y.  O'Callighan.  The  first  church  was  built  in  1847  i-^ider  the  di- 
rection of  Rev.  G.  K.  Hamilton.  Rev.  J.  McGowan  had  missionary 
charge  from  185010  1855     Rev.  Thomas  Riordan  from  St.  Albans  had 
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charge  until  1858,  when  he  located  at  Fairfield  as  resident  pastor,  con- 
tinuing his  labors  until  his  death,  October,  1S61.  The  church  was  then 
attended  by  Rev.  L.  Cam  from  Swanton  until  December,  ,1 862.  Rev. 
J.  ]\L  Duglsee  was  then  placed  in  charge  of  the  parish,  remaining  until 
June,  1864,  and  was  then  succeeded  by  Rev.  G.  N.  Casey,  ^vho  remained 
until  October,  1868.  Rev.  IMcAuley's  pastorate  continued  from 
1868  to  October,  1879.  The  parish  was  then  in  temporar}^  charge  of 
Father  J.  S.  Michaud,  of  Burlington,  until  October,  1 880.  Rev.  A.  J. 
Gl}'nn  was  then  resident  pastor  until  October,  1 88 1,  when  there  was  a 
vacancy  until  January  i,  1882,  at  which  time  Rev.  Francis  Yoinec  took 
charge,  remaining  until  January.  1884.  Rev.  P.  M.  McKenna  has  been 
resident  pastor  from  January,  1884,  until  the  present.  The  new  church 
was  buiU  in  1872  by  Rev.  M.  McAuley;  it  is  said  to  have  cost  $25,000. 
The  parish  contains  180  families,  nun^ibering  nearly  1,000  people. 
About  $300  was  expended  in  1889  in  repairing  and  decorating  the 
churcli  edifice.^ 

Trinity  Episcopal  ChiircJi. — This  church  was  organized  by  Rev.  Rus- 
sell Catlin,  of  Connecticut,  in  June,  1803.  Nathan  Lobdell  and  Hubbard 
Barlow  were  elected  wardens,  and  Maj.  Bradley  Barlow,  clerk.  Barzillai 
Buckley  was  the  first  rector  in  the  parish,  closing  his  labors  in  1806. 
In  1808-09  l^ev.  Charles  Stewart,  of  St.  Armand,  C.  E.,  and  the  Rev. 
Abraham  Bronson,  of  Arlington,  officiated  occasionall)'.  Ivev.  J.  P.  K. 
Ilenshaw  spent  a  few  months  here  during  1812-13,  and  Rev.  Parker 
Adams  a  few  Sunda3's  in  1813.  The  State  Convention  of  the  church 
met  at  I'airfield,  June  22,  18  14,  giving  the  church  new  zeal,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  confirmation  of  thirty  persons,  by  Bishop  Griswold,  and 
the  building  of  a  ciiurch  edifice  in  181  5.  The  church  was  consecrated 
September  20,  18 18,  by  Bishop  Griswold;  Rev.  Stephen  Beach,  who 
commenced  his  labors  some  time  previously,  was  installed  rector,  and 
forty-seven  persons  were  confirmed  the  same  day.  In  1822  Rev.  Ste- 
phen Beach  left  the  parish  and  Rev.  Elijah  Brainard  officiated  occasion- 
ally until  July,  1823.  Rev.  Nathan  B.  Burgess  preached  a  few  months, 
after  which  there  were  no  regular  services  until  1S26,  when  Rev.  Moore 
Bingham  took  charge  of  tlie  parish  until  1828.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  A.  B.  Hard  in  1829,  who  resigned  the  charge  in  1831.  January  23, 
1833,  the  Rt.  Rev.  John  H.  Hopkins,  bishop  of  Vermont,  confirmed 
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five  persons.  Rev.  John  T.  Sabine  officiated  about  one  year.  Novem- 
ber, 1838,  Rev.  John  A.  Spooncr  was  chosen  rector,  laboring  until  1840. 
Rev.  E.  H.  Sa}-les  then  took  charge  of  the  parish  and  remained  until 
1843.  The  following  year  Rev.  F^dward  F.  Putnam  succeeded,  remain- 
ing until  1S47.  January  1st  Rev.  Richard  T.  Caddie  took  charge  and 
continued  for  one  year.  'Rev.  John  A.  Fitch  officiated  half  of  the  time 
from  August,  1S53,  until  the  following  spring.  Rev.  E.  H.  Sayles  re- 
turned in  1856  and  reriiaincd  until  i860,  when  services  were  suspended 
in  the  church  and  held  in  the  north  part  of  the  town  in  a  school-house. 
July  7,  1 86 1,  Rev.  Francis  \V.  Smith  began  to  preach  in  the  church,  and 
continued  in  charge  of  the  parish  until  December,  1866.  A  new  church 
was  erected  in  place  of  the  old  one  in  1864,  was  opened  for  public  serv- 
ice January  I,  1865,  and  was  consecr  ated  by  Bishop  Bisscll,  August  31, 
1868. 

Other  church  organizations  liave  had  places  of  worship,  one  at  North 
Fairhcld,  formerly  occupied  by  Baptists  and  afterwards  by  Ad\entists 
and  jMethodists  ;  and  one  at  East  Fairfield,  where  there  was  a  church 
erected  in  1866  by  the  combined  efforts  of  Methodists  and  Universalists. 

William  Arthur  preached  at  North  Fairfield  for  a  few  years  subse- 
quent to  1829,  and  during  his  pastorate  his  son,  Chester  A.  Arthur,  who 
became  one  of  the  chief  magistrates  of  our  nation,  was  born  and  named 
in  honor  of  Chester  Abel,  tlien  a  prominent  physician  of  Fairfield. 

Military. — Fairfield  has  always  been  loyal  to  our  country's  cause,  sac- 
rificing much  for  national  perpetuity  and  honor.  Fifty-five  volunteers, 
Captain  George  Kimball  commanding,  were  stationed  at  Swanton  in 
181 3  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  nearly  as  many  more  under 
Benjamin  Wooster,  as  captain,  volunteered  to  go  to  Plattsburgh  on  the 
I  ith  of  September,  1814.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  governor  of  New  York, 
appreciating  the  heroic  conduct  of  Captain  Wooster  and  his  men,  pre- 
sented him  an  elegant  Bible  and  inscribed  on  one  of  the  blank  pages  the 
following: 

"Albany,  April  21,  18 15. 

"  Reverend  Sir: 

.  .  As  a  memorial  of  my  veneration  for  your  distinguished, 
noble,  and  patriotic  conduct  on  the  I  ith  of  September,  18 14,  and  of  my 
grateful  sense  of  the  eminent  benefits  which  the  State  and  Union  have 
derived  from  your  example  and  exploits,  I  request  your  acceptance  of 
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this  sacred  Volume  ;  and,  by  you,  to  convey  to  your  brave  associates 
the  assurance  of  my  high  estimation  of  their  patrotism  and  signal  serv- 
ices. Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 

"  To  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Wooster,  l'\airfield,  Franklin  county,  Ver- 
mont." • 

In  Captain  Wooster's  reply  he  assured  the  governor  that  "should 
such  a  day  as  the  ilth  of  September,  1 8 14,  ever  return  while  wc  have 
life,  the  same  men,  nay  more,  will  appear  in  the  field  as  volunteers  from 
Fairfield." 

Volunteers  from  Fairfield  stationed  at  Swanton,  1813  :  George  Kim- 
ball, captain  ;  Aaron  Burr,  lieutenant ;  William  Felton,  ensign  ;  Daniel 
Morse,  sergeant  ;  Benjamin  I^.  Farmer,  Benjamin  Ayers,  Thomas 
Potter,  Joseph  Ladd,  James  Johnson,  Reuben  Brown,  William  Ovitt, 
'Abel  Johnson,  Joseph  Potter,  Warren  Chafy,  Jeremiah  Meachum, 
Warren  Danforth,  Samuel  Johnson,  Allen  Pratt,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  ILli 
W.  Ikish,  Phihtus  Sweetland,  Samuel  Pledge,  Isaac  l^igelow,  Simeon 
l^arling,  Hiram  l^'^assett,  Asa  Padd,  jr.,  Zebulon  Leach,  John  P^ollelt, 
John  B.  Mitchell,  Wait  Hopkins,  Samuel  Alford,  Samuel  Corliss,  l^rinton 
P'^reeman,  Nehemiah  Phillips,  William  Sanders,  Thomas  IMartin,  Jabez 
Keep,  Thomas  Plall,  David  Jewett,  David  Mitchell,  Joseph  Wright, 
Nathaniel  B.  Beardsley,  Abial  Hibbard,  James  Stone,  jr.,  John  Johnson, 
G-eorge  Peckham,  Matthew  Beach,  John  Bradley,  James  Converse, 
L..  Lockwood,  l^enjamin  F.  Barnes,  Lyman  Leach,  John  Sheldon,  Hub- 
bell  Mitchell,  Eli  G.  PIemen\va\',  i)ri\'ates. 

Only  a  part  of  the  names  of  Captain  Wooster's  company  engaged  at 
Plattsburgh,  September  11,  1814,  are  obtainable.  Those  found  are: 
j^enjamin  Wooster,  captain;  Joseph  Soulc,  O.  Sherwood,  Luther  Wright, 
Eli  Sherwood,  Elias  Sherwood,  Thomas  Taylor,  Salmon  Soule,  Aaron 
Burr,  J.  Soule,  John  P.  Wright,  Daniel  Read,  Anson  Buck,  Zotman 
Sherwood,  Timothy  Soule,  Samuel  Pa3-ne. 

In  a  preceding  chapter  will  be  found  the  roll  of  enlisted  men  belong- 
ing to  their  respective  regiments  and  companies  who  were  engaged  in 
the  civil  war  of  1861.  The  town  paid  $325  as  bount}^  money  in  1863 
and  $1,000  in  1864,  and  furnished  four  commissioned  officers  and  193  en- 
-listed  men. 

Tozvu  Clerks  of  Fairfield  and  the  Date  of  their  Eleetion. — P^dnumd 
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Town,  1791  ;  J.  D.  Farnswortb,  1801  ;  Benjamin  Wooster,  1813  ;  J.  D. 
Farnsworth,  1814;  Joseph  Soule,  1824;  A.  G.  Soule,  1864;  W.  H. 
Fairchild,  1864. 

Villages  and  Hamlets. —  East  FairHelcl,  orignnally  called  "  Puddle 
Dock,"  is  a  gro\vin[^^  village  in  the  southeast  ]:)art  of  the  town,  on  the 
St.  Johnsbury  and  Lake  Champlain  Railroad,  which  does  considerable 
business  in  shipments  of  butter,  potatoes,  and  live  stock. 

W.  S.  Soule  has  a  well  stocked  store  of  general  merchandise,  and 
H.  M.  Wells  successfully  conducts  a  similar  business.  There  are  several 
other  houses  doing  business  in  .groceries,  flour,  feed,  etc.  The  Isham 
block  contains  a  hall  and  several  offices.  The  Isliam  House  is  the  only 
hotel.  R.  S.  Read  manufactures  lumber  and  shingles,  and  supphes 
Connecticut  and  other  manufactories  with  hardwood  lumber.  Burton 
&  Rodee  have  a  grist-mill,  which,  as  well  as  the  saw-mill,  has  good 
water-power  on  Black  Creek.  Oscar  J.  IMerrill  operates  a  creamery, 
which  is  in  part  supplied  by  two  othci-  separators  in  the  town  ;  he  has 
nearly  forty  patrons.  Marble  monuments  and  headstones  are  furnished 
by  J.  C.  Pringle.  E.  B.  Sturges  has  coffins  and  furniture.  There  is  a 
union  church  and  a  school  of  two  departments. 

Fairfield  Center,  beautiful  for  situation,  is  near  the  central  part  of  the 
town  and  Fairfield  River  ;  it  has  Congregational,  l^^piscopal,  and  Catholic 
-churches,  a  town  house  and  school  building,  two  stores,  postoffice,  one 
hotel  (the  "  Franklin  County  House),"  saw  and  feed- mill,  and  several  fine 
residences. 

St.  Rocks  is^a  h;milet  on  the  outlet  of  Fairfield  Pond  ;  it  has  a  creamery, 
H.  N.  Burr's  saw-mill,  a  wagon  shop,  blaclcsmith  shop,  and  a  few^  dwellings. 

East  from  St.  Rocks  and  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  is  Pumpkin 
Village,  which  is  not  a  village  at  all,  but  a  community  of  intelligent  and 
successful  farmers,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned  the  venerable 
H.  Morey  and  Hollis  N.  Sherwood.  Towards  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  town  is  North  P^airficld,  abbreviated  to  Norfalk,  which  has  a  union 
church,  school,  cemetery,  and  a  farming  community.  Between  Norfalk 
and  Fairfield  Center  is  Shenang,  having  both  a  location  and  a  name. 
In  the  eastern  part  farmers  obtain  a  supply  of  seed-corn  when  the  crop 
fails  elsewhere,  and  they  call  the  place  h^gypt.  L.  Newton  is  the  mod- 
ern Joseph.  Young  Ireland,  "  Lost  Nations,"  and  Across  the  Swamp" 
are  localities  well  known  to  residents  of  the  town. 
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CM  AFTER  XXVI. 
HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  BAKERSFIELD.' 

THIS  town  is  situated  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Franklin  county- 
It  is  fifteen  miles  from  ^i^^'^^^J^'-^'is.  the__count}'  scat.  It  ori<;inally 
consisted  of  1 0,000  acres  of  land,  f^ranted  b)'  the  state  to  Luke  Knowl- 
ton,  February  28,  1787,  and  known  as  Knowlton's  Gore  or  Grant. 
January  24,  1791,  this  grant  was  deeded  to  Joseph  Baker.  At 'an  ad- 
journed session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state  it  was  voted  that 
this  grant  be  called  and  known  as  Bakersfield,  after  Joseph  liaker,  the 
first  settler.  The  secretary  was  ordered  to  make  out  and  execute  a 
charter  of  incorporation. 

October  29,  1794.  an  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  alter  the  lines  of  several  towns,  among  those 
specified  being  Bakersfield,  Fairfield,  and  Smiihfield.  The  last  named 
town  laid  w^est  of  I^akersfield.  In  accordance  with  this  act  Smithfield 
•was  divided,  a  part  being  joined  to  Bakersfield  and  a  part  to  Fairfield  ; 
also  that  portion  of  Fairfield  lying  south  of  Bakersfield  Common  was  an- 
nexed to  Bakersfield,  October  3  i,  1798,  and  a  tract  of  land  lying  north  of 
Bakersfield,  known  as  Knight's  Gore,  was  annexed  to  it.  Afterwards  a 
part  of  this  gore,  in  straightening  the  town  line,  was  joined  to  Fnos- 
burgh.  October  25,  1799,  a  part  of  Coit's  Gore  on  the  southeast  was 
annexed.    The  ar-ea  of  the  town  at  present  is  about  24,000  acres. 

The  first  settler  was  Joseph  Baker.  It  is  not  known  in  what  year  he 
came  to  town,  but  some  time  before  he  took  a  deed  from  Knowlton. 
There  were  only  three  other  families  here  before  1794,  when  three  other 
families  came.  From  1794  to  1 800  others  came,  so  that  at  the  taking 
of  the  first  census  of  the  town  in  1 800  the  population  was  222.  Among 
those  who' came  previous  to  1 800,  who  were  active  in  the  business 
affairs  of  the  town,  were  Joseph  leaker,  Stephen  IMaynard,  Jonas  Brig- 
ham,  Jeremiah  Pratt,  Luk'e  Potter,  Jonathan  P^arnsworth,  Joshua  lUirncs, 
Oliver    Houghton,   William    Perkins,  Joseph    Barrett,    Moses  Start, 

'  By  6.  G.  Start. 
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Ephr.iini  IMaynard,  Uriah  Brigliam,  Amos  Culler,  Solomon  Davis,  Sam- 
uel Cochran,  and  Aaron  Smith. 

The  town  was  organized  and  the  first  town  meeting  held  March  30, 
1795.  The  notice  or  warning  for  the  meeting  was  signed  by  Jonas 
Fisk,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Cambridge,  Vt.  This  meeting  was  called 
at  the  dwelling  house  of  Joseph  Baker.  Meetings  were  called  at  the 
same  place  until  there  wa3  a  school-house  built,  after  which  they  were 
called  to  meet  there.  The  officers  elected  at  this  time  were:  Town 
clerk,  Stephen  Maynard  ;  selectmen,  Jonas  Brigham,  Joseph  l^akxr,  Ste- 
phen Maynard;  constable,  Amos  Cutler;  hay  warden,  Jeremiah  Pratt. 
The  only  business  done  at  this  meeting,  besides  electing  officers,  was  to 
vote  to  keep  the  swine  shut  up  from  the  20th  of  May  to  the  20th  of 
October.  The  same  vote  \\'as  taken  at  subsequent  town  meetings  for 
several  years.  After  doing  the  business  mentioned  the  meeting  ad- 
journed to  a  fixed  da}'.  The  first  freeman's  meeting  was  held  Septem- 
ber 6,  1796.  Votes  were  cast  at  this  meeting  for  Thonias  Chittenden 
for  governor.  Jonas  Brigham  was  elected  town  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  to  be  held  at  Rutland. 

During  the  time  the  embargo  law  was  in  force  there  was  consider- 
able feeling  against  the  law  and  its  enforcement,  and  against  the  deputy 
collector  for  this  town,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following: 

A  special  town  meeting  was  called  to  meet  October  12,  1813.  Arti- 
cle 2d  of  the  warning  was  to  take  into  consideration  the  peculiar  state  of 
aftairs  both  public  and  domestic,  "  as  regards  the  rights  and  interests  of 
tlie  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  this  town,  and  adopt  such  measure  or 
measures  in  relation  thereto  as  in  the  opinion  of  this  town  the  public 
good  and  the  interest  of  the  town  shall  require."  It  was  voted  to  appoint 
a  committee  to  take  into  coiisideration  the  conduct  of  Captain  Samuel 
Cochran,  deputy  collector,  and  report.  Colonel  Silas  llazeltine,  Joseph 
Barrett,  David  Wright,  Dana  Bailey,  and  John  Dunn  were  appointed. 
The  meeting  adjourned  for  half  an  hour.  The  committee's  report  was 
accepted  and  adopted,  which  was  as  follows: 

"  Gentlemen  :  Your  committee  have  taken  into  consideration  the  busi 
ness  of  their  appointment,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  address 
to  be  presented  to  Cornelius  P.  Van  Ness,  as  a  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions : 
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"  Sir  :  The  inhabitants  of  Bakersfield,  duly  convened  in  town  meeting, 
wish  for  the  indulgence  respectfully  to  represent  to  you,  that  whereas 
Captain  Samuel  Cockran  is  said  to  be  a  deputy  collector  under  }^ou,  and 
it  is  generally  received  by  the  people  to  be  a  serious  evil,  And  extremely 
improper  that  the  said  Samuel  Cockran  should  hold  the  office.  It  is  an 
evil  because  the  said  Samuel  Cockran  is  considered  a  man  wanting  in  can- 
dor, truth,  honor,  and  honesty,  and  it  is  improper  as  he  often  wantonly  stops 
travelers  on  whom  no  suspicion  of  violating  the  law  can  rest,  and  treats 
some  with  great  violence,  and  threatens  their  lives  with  arm  in  his  hands 
in  the  day-time,  when  considered  lawfully  pursuing  their  business,  and 
in  the  night  patrols  our  streets  and  roads,  and  lurks  about  our  dwelling 
houses  and  other  buildings,  with  deadly  weapons,  to  the  great  disturb- 
ance of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  people,  and  to  tlie  injur}'  and  dis- 
grace of  the  country — n)uch  of  which  appears  evidently  to  have  been 
done  under  the  influence  of  prejudice,  and  from  partial  and  base 
motives.  In  short  we  consider  the  said  Sanuiel  Cockran  as  the  most 
unfit  and  unqualihed  jjerson  for  this  office  that  can  be  selected.  For 
these  reasons  we  have  full  assui'ance  from  your  high  sense  of  honor,  }'^our 
candor,  your  moderation,  and  your  ardent  desire  to  protect  the  just  rights 
of  individuals,  to  promote  in  the  best  manner  the  peace  and  tranquility 
of  the  people,  and  to  do  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  every  class  of 
citizens,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  remove  the  said  Samuel 
Cockran  from  the  said  office,  and  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  be 
intrusted  with  the  said  office.  In  compliance,  Sir,  with  this  request,  }-ou 
will  fuUfil  the  just  expectations  of  your  fellow  citizens. 

"  Voted,  that  the  address  be  signed  by  the  Moderator  of  the  meeting, 
and  the  Town  Clerk."  * 

The  action  of  the  town  in  regard  to  the  War  of  i  812- 1  5  will  be  seen  in 
the  following  cop\'  of  the  record  of  a  town  meeting  held  September  12, 
18 1  2.  Article  2d  of  the  warning  u'as  to  "take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
posed situation  of  this  town,  on  account  of  the  present  state  of  war  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Canada,  and  to  consult  and  adopt  such  meas- 
ure or  measures  for  the  benefit  and  defence  of  this  town  as  may  be  thought 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose  aforesaid."  After  considering  this  article 
it  was  voted  that  ever}'  person  who  would  provide  himself  Avith  a  good 
firearm  should  be  furnished  with  one- fourth  pound  of  powder,  balls  and 
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flints  proportionate,  from  the  town  stock,  to  'be  done  by  and  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  of  safet}^  Voted,  to  have  a  Committee  of 
Safety  consisting  of  six  persons."  The  following  named  persons  were 
chosen  a  committee:  Colonel  Hazeltine,  Major  Parker,  Captain  Wilkin- 
son, Jcremiali  Pratt,  Captain  l^illings,  Uriah  Brigham.  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  $50  to  purchase  powder,  balls,  and 
flints  to  complete  the  town  stock,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  the  law 
of  the  state,  and  more  if  thought  expedient;  also  to  direct  the  select 
men  to  procure  a  suitable  chest,  v.'ith  lock  and  key,  to  contain  the  town 
stock  of  ammunition.  ]3akersficld  furnished  twenty-two  volunteers  for 
the  War  of  18 12-1  5  who  were  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  Septen'iber  J  i, 
I  814.  Mr.  lliram  Smith,  a  veteran  of  this  war,  and  who  was  wounded 
at  Plattsburgh.,  is  now  living  in  this  town  in  his  ninety-ninth  \'ear.  The 
town  furnished  for  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  in  1  86 1-65,  145  men,  tliree  of 
whom  were  commissioned  officers,  namely  :  Merritt  Williams,  captain 
Company  G,  Thirteenth  Regiment;  John  S.  Tup  per,  first  lieutenant 
Company  A,  Third  Regiment;  and  Charles  M.  Start,  first  lieutenant 
Company  I,  Tenth  Regiment. 

Ecclesiasiical. — There  are  at  this  time,  1890,  three  churches  in  Bak- 
ersfield  :  one  Congregational,  one  Methodist,  and  one  Roman  Catholic. 
The  principal  facts  worth}'  of  notice  in  the  religious  history  of  the  town 
areas  follows:  In  the  notice  for  town  meeting  to  be  held  March  9, 
1801,  an  article  was  inserted  :  I'o  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  grant 
money  as  a  sum,  to  be  paid  in  produce,  to  hire  preaching  three  months." 
"Voted  not  to  raise  any  money  to  hire  preaching."  A  similar  article 
was  in  the  warning  for  town  meeting  in  1 802,  but  the  town  voted  against 
raising  any  money  for  preaching.  At  a  special  town  meeting  called  for 
that  purpose,  held  June  14,  1.804,  it  was  voted  "to  .give  to  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Sumner'  an  invitation  to  settle  with  us  in  the  gospel  ministry, 
and  that  his  salar)'  be  $100,  to  be  paid  in  marketable  wheat,  and  the  use 
of  twenty-five  acres  of  the  ministerial  land."  There  was  no  organized 
churcli  in'town  until  181 1,  when  the  Congregational  church  was  formed 
July  4th.  This  was  done  after  the  examination  of  the  state  of  relig- 
ion here  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Nortliwestern  Consociation. 

'  There  are  no  records  to  show  just  how  long  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sumner  continued  to 
serve  the  town  as  a  gospel  minister,  but  the  final  settlemeiu  with  him  was  effected  on 
the  24th  day  of  June.  1813. 
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Tlie  organization  was  made  with  eleven  members.  The  following 
named  persons  were  examined  by  the  committee  and  approved  as  fit  to 
become  members  :  Josiah  Sheldon,  J.enMiiiah  Pratt,  William  Perkins, 
Joseph  Ross,  Ezra  Allen,  Daniel  Stebbins,  Lydia  Perkins,  Hannah 
Hazcltine,  Margaret  Start,  Elizabeth  Ross,  E}'dia  Allen.  The  church 
had  no  regular  preaching  until  1822,  when  Rev.  Elderkin  Boardnian  was 
ordained  and  settled  over  the  church.  Hiere  being  no  building  in  town 
large  enough  for  the  occasion  the  exercises  were  held  on  the  common. 
Meetings  were  held  by  the  church  in  the  old  town  house,  situated  near 
where  Thomas  Hooker  now  lives.  After  tlie  new  town  house  was  built 
they  occupied  that  until  the  meeting-house  was  built,  near  the  old  town 
house,  which  was  about  the  }'ear  1831.  This  house  was  called  tlie  Old 
North  Meeting-house.  In  1849  ^  church  was  erected  on  the  south 
'side  of  the  common,  and  since  known  as  the  South  churcli.  The  min- 
isters who  have  been  settled  over  the  church  or  supplied  the  pulpit  since 
its  organization  are  Elderkin  l^oardman,  1821-26;  Samuel  Perry, 
1827-28;  S.  G.  Tennc)',  1831-34;  Mr.  l^achelder,  1838-39;  Thomas 
Canfield,  1840-45;  Daniel  Warren,  1847-54;  C.  W.  I^iper,  1855-61; 
G.  Frederick  Wright,  1862-72  ;  Richard  Hicks,  1S72-77  ;  J.  K.  Fuller, 
1877-79;  A.  Parker  Solandt,  1890. 

There  was  a  Methodist  class  formed  in  town  about  the  year  1806. 
The  first  house  of  worship  of  this  society  was  the  chapel  which  was  built 
in  connection  with  the  academy  on  the  south  side  of  the  common.  They 
occupied  this  until  the  time  the  house  they  now  occupy  was  built,  at  the 
iiorth  end  of  the  village,  in  1854  ;  it  was  dedicated  November  14th  of  the 
same  year. 

The  Catholic  church  purchased  the  old  Methodist  chapel  in  1867,  ^''"^ 
afterwards  the  upper  part  of  the  building  which  was  formerly  used  as  an 
academy.  Soon  after  they  purchased  the  Methodist  chapel.  This  society 
never  has  had  but  one  resident  priest.  The  Rev.  P.  Savoui  lived  liere 
a  while.  Since  that  time  the  church  has  been  supplied  by  the  priest  from 
Fairfield  Center,  coming  here  once  a  month.  This  parish  includes  a  part 
.  of  Fairfield.' 

Schools. — The  first  action  taken  by  the  town  in  regard  to  schools  was 
at  a  town  meeting,  November  21,  1796.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted 
to  divide  the  town  into  two  districts,  and  that  the  di\'iding  line  be  soutli 
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of  Jeremiah  ]?ratt's,  to  be  called  the  Nortli  and  South  districts.  In  iSoo 
the  town  was  again  divided  into  districts,  adding  ^^'hat  was  called  the 
East  district.  The  first  scliool  taught  in  town  v/as  by  Foster  Paige,  in 
the  A^'inter  of  1/96-97.  The  first  school-house  was  built  of  logs,  and 
was  located  north  of  the  village  near  where  Albert  Rice  now  lives.  As 
the  popu.lation  increased  the  tow^n  was  still  further  divided  into  districts 
and  provision  made  for  schools.  There  are  now  thirteen  school  districts. 
In  1840  what  has  since  been  called  the  South  Academy  was  built  by 
subscription;  the  ^vlethodist  Societx*  contributed,  and  afterAvards  ov/ned 
and  occupied  the  first  floor  of  the  building  as  a  chapel.  Jacob  S.  Spald- 
ing was  the  first  princij^al  of  the  academy,  and  held  the  position  tweh'e 
years.  After  Mr.  Spalding  left  L.  O.  Stevens  was  chosen  principal, 
and  remained  two  years.  He  was  follo\\ed  by  James  A.  Mcl^au.fiin, 
who  remained  two  years.  In  iS44anoth.cr  academy  w'as  built,  b)'  tliose 
who  opposed  the  location  of  the  first,  at  the  north  end  of  the  village  on 
the  hill  north  of  the  hotel.  From  i840to  1S52  ]3akeriifield  was  noted  for 
its  schools.  Some  of  the  time  tliere  wcvc  over  300  pupjls  in  attendance. 
Rev.  H.  J.  Moore  was  the  first  principal  f»f  the  Nortli  Academy;  he  held 
the  position  for  several  years.  This  school  was  early  in  its  history 
placed  under  tlie  control  of  the  Troy  Conference  of  the  ]\Jethodist 
Episcopal  cinirch.  From  1852  to  1878  tlie  interest  in  higher  educatioji 
declined.  Tlic  South  Academy  building  has  been  sold  to  the  Catholic 
society,  who  bought  the  lower  part  of  the  building  from  tlie  Methodist 
society,  and  is  not  occupied  at  present.  The  North  Academy  was 
deeded  by  the  stockholders  to  the  Methodist  societ\\  A  part  of  the 
building  is  now  used  for  a  hall  by  the  Merritt  Williams  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
In  1877  Peter  Bent  Brigham,  a  resident  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  a  nati\^e 
of  this  town,  died  and  left  by. will  to  his  native  town  $30,000  to  be  in- 
vested in  a  permanent  fund,  and  known  as  the  Brigham  School  Fund, 
and  the  income  thereof  to  be  (^<pended  for  educational  })urposes,  either 
for  district  schools  or  for  a  school  of  a  fj'gher  grade,  as  the  tow  n  might 
direct.  The  question  as  to  how  the  money  should  be  used  soon  began 
to  be  agitated,  some  taking  the  ground  that  it  should  be  divided  among 
the  school  districts,  others  that  it  should  be  used  for  a  high  school. 

January  12,  1878,  Mrs.  Sarah  Ix  Jacobs,  of  Boston,  sister  of  Peter  J^ent 
Brigham,  proposed  to  the  town  that  if  they  would  use  the  income  of  Mr. 
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Brigham's  bequest  for  a  high  school  she  would  give  the  town  $5,000  to- 
wards erecting  a  suitable  school  building.  February  4,  1878,  Mrs.  S.  Jane 
(Brigham)  Kendall,  of  Boston,  niece  of  Peter  Bent  Brigham,  proposed 
to  the  town  to  give  $2,000  for  a  school  building  on  the  same  conditions 
that  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Jacobs,  liad  proposed  to  give  $5,000,  with  the  further 
condition  that  some  appropriate  notice  of  her  late  uncle  be  taken  in  the 
school  on  the  anniversary  of  his  birth,  namely,  February  4th.  Also  on 
February  4,  1878,  Mrs.  Roxana  11  Hankinson,  of  Boston,  proposed  to 
the  town  to  give  $1,000  towards  erecting  a  high  school  building;  this 
last  gift  was  afterwards  increased  to  $2,000.  This  gift  was  also  on  the 
same  conditions  as  that  of  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Jacobs.  At  a  town 
meeting  held  February  7,  1878,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  bequest  of 
Peter  Bent  Brigham,  and  to  hold  and  use  the  same  for  the  purpose 
•named  in  his  v.'ill,  and  none  other.  At  this  meeting  appropriate  reso- 
lutions were  passed  expressing  the  appreciation  of  the  people  of  the 
gift,  and  to  a  faithful  fulfillment  of  the  conditions  of  the  bequest,  also 
resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  donors  of  the  building  fund,  and  also  to  for- 
ever use  the  income  of  the  Brigham  School  P^und  in  the  maintenance  of 
a  high  school  in  Bakersfield.  At  the  regular  town  meeting  held 
March  5,  I  878,  the  town  voted  that  we  establish  and  forever  maintain 
one  central  or  high  school,  for  advanced  pupils,  and  for  such  pupils 
as  may  attend  the  school  from  other  towns,  on  the  terms  and  for  such 
tuition  as  the  prudential  committee  shall  determine  upon.  A  pruden- 
tial committee  was  elected  at  this  meeting,  and  empowered  to  employ 
teachers  and  regulate  the  terms  and  qualifications  on  whicli  scholars  shall 
be  admitted.  F.  G.  Nutting,  O.  G.  Start,  and  J.  Barnes  were  elected  pru- 
dential committee;  H.F.  Brigham,  H.  R.  Start,  and  A.  L.  Hall  were  elected 
building  committee.  There  being,  a  disagreement  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  village  as  to  the  location  of  the  building  a  special  town  meet- 
ing was  called,  at  which  it  was  decided  by  a  large  majority  to  allow  the 
donors  of  the  building  fund  to  locate  it,  which  they  did,  where  it  now 
stands.  The  job  to  build  the  house  was  let  to  L  D.  Sweett  &  Fawfaw, 
of  Kichford,  Yt.,  for  $7,167.20.  The  building  was  completed  early  the 
next  winter.  Mrs.  Jacobs  made  other  gifts  of  money  sufficient  to  finish 
and  furnish  it.  The  whole  amount  of  gifts  for  building  and  furnishing  was 
$10,350.    In  November,  1878,  the  executors  of  Mr.  Brigham's  will  paid 
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ov^er  to  tlie  selectmen  of  the  town,  who  were  by  vote  authorized  to  re- 
ceive and  invest  it,  the  amount  bequeatlicd,  wliich  they  at  once  invested 
as  a  permanent  fund,  on  good  hind  securities,  at  six  per  cent,  semi-an- 
nual interest. 

August  13,  1879,  the  building  was  dedicated,  having  previously  been 
named  Brigham  Academy.  Rev.  G.  F.  A\'right,^  formerly  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  church,  Bakersfield,  and  Pres.  M.  M.  Bucham,  of  the 
Vermont  University,  delivered  addresses  on  the  occasion.  Jacob  S. 
Spalding  occu[)ied  the  chair.  August  27th  school  opened,  Frank  L. 
Irish,  principal,  with  roost  idents:  sixty  resident,  forty  non-resident; 
resident  students  free  tuition.  The  second  year  of  the  scliool  Otis  S. 
Johnson  was  elected  i)rincipal,  and  served  until  his  death,  in  January, 
1886.     At  the  beginning  of  the  spring  term,  1886,  F.  E.  Barlin,  A.IM., 

'a  graduate  of  Bates  College,  Maine,  was  engaged  as  principal,  and  con- 
tinued in  charge  until  the  close  of  the  school  year  1890,  when  he  j-e- 
signed  and  Charles  II.  I\Iorriil,  a  graduate  from  Dartniouth  College,  was 
elected  principal.  Mrs.  Jacobs's  interest  in  the  school  continues,  and 
manifests  itself  in  gifts  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  by  way  of  books, 
maps,  charts,  and  apparatus  for  teaching  the  sciences. 

Bak'ersfield  never  was  much  of  a  manufacturing  town,  hot  -ha\'ing  any 
water-power  of  an\'  extent.  The  earliest  of  manufactured  articles  was 
potash  salts.  There  were  se\'eral  of  these  potash  factories  in  an  early  day. 
IMaking  ashes  for  the  potash  was  one  of  the  principal  ways  by  which 
the  early  settlers  got  an}-  ready  money.    The  first  tanning,  done  in  town 

,was  by  Josiah  Sheldon,  near  where  Albert  Rice  now  lives,  and  later  at 
this  point  there  was  a  starch  factor}'  and  a  wool-carding- mill,  and  at 
one  time  a  j^otash  ;  later  there  was  a  tannery  near  where  E.  H.  l^eals's 
hotel  now  stands..  In  1829  Chancey  Childs  erected  a  tannery  on  the 
branch  over  the  hil]  back  of  where  the  North  IMeeting-house  was  erected. 
He  afterwards  took  his  brother  ^larcus  in  compan}'  with  him,  and  did 
quite  a  business  in  tanning  leather  and  manufacturing  boots  and  shoes. 
The  site  of  this  tannery  was  formerly  occupied  by  a  grist-mill  built  by  a 
Mr.  Wheat,  and  a  clothier's,  fulling-mill  built  by  a  Mr.  Lowater  and 

'  The  Rev.  G.  F.  Wright  at  the  time  of  the  (Ie(Hcation  wiis  pastor  of  the  Free  Con- 
greg-ational  church  at  Anduver.  r>klass.  ;  at  present  he  is  professor  in  Oberlin  College 
in  Ohio. 
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afterwards  owned  by  the  late  William  Boutell.  About  the  year  1824 
John  Saunders  and  S.  B.  Mazeltinc,  who  owned  a  store  in  company,  com- 
menced to  manufacture  whisky  near  where  Sylvester  Smith's  house 
now  stands,  at  the  north  end  of  the  village.  They  also-owned  a  potash 
situated  near  their  wliisky  still,  and  manufactured  pearlash.  The  first 
grist-mill  was  owned  by  Elisha  ]>oyce;  it  was  built  in  1794,  and  stood 
near  where  Charles  I^rown's  saw  and  i;rist-mill  now  stands.  Th.ere  was 
a  starch  factory  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  from  the  mill  ;  tliis 
was  owned  by  Joel  Houghton.  Brick  used  to  be  manufactured  in  the 
v/est  part  of  the  town,  near  the  Solon  Tuppcr  farni.  Lumber  js  the 
principal  article  manufactui'ed  at  present;  there  arc  four  saw -mills  in 
town — two  are  custom  mills,  the  others  ship  lumber  to  market,  M.  R.  Per- 
kins and  William  E.  Pearsons.  I'he  capacit}-  of  Air.  Perkins's  mill  is  600,- 
000  feet  of  dressed  lumber  a  year;  Mr.,  IVarsons's  mill  is  somc\vh>at  less. 

The  early  settlers  moved  into  town  011  ox-sleds,  there  being  rio  roads. 
Produce  used  to  be  hauled  to  l^oston  with  teams,  and  goods  and  gro- 
ceries hauled  back.  In  18  14  Moses  Start  and  his  brother,  George,  went 
to  Boston,  bought  four  yoke  of  oxen,  and  drew  home  a  load  of  goods  for 
Austin  Fuller,  of  PLnosburgh.  When  crossing  the  bridge  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town  the  bridge  gave  wa\'.  jMoscs  Start  was  badh'  hurt. 
Some  of  the  goods  went  over  the  falls  below  the  bridge,  one  thing  being 
a  hogshead  of  New  England  rum,  which  at  that  time  was  considered  one 
of  the  necessary  articles.  The  town  paid  Mr.  P\iller  $286.84  for  dam- 
age on  goods,  and  Captain  Start  $75  for  brok'en  ribs.  Later  the  people 
did  business  at  St.  Albans  l^ay  and  Burlington. 

January  4,  1869,  the  town  voted  to  issue  its  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$20,000  to  aid  in  building  the  Lamoille  Valley  Railroad,  provided  there 
was  a  station  within  three  miles  of  l^akersfield  village.  This  road  crosses 
the  southwestern  patt  of  the  town,  but  the  station  is  at  P2ast  P^airfield. 

The  first  census  of  Iiakersfield  was  taken  in  1800,  when  the  population 
was  222  ;  in  1 8 10  it  was  812  ;  in  1 820,  945  ; '  i  830,  1,087  ;  1840,  1,258  ; 
1850,  1,523;  i860,  1.45 1  ;  1870,  1,403;  1880,  1,248;  1890,  1,163. 
This  shows  that  the  population  steadily  increased  until  1850,  when  it 
was  the  largest;  since  then  it  has  decreased. 

Those  who  have  held  the  office  of  town  clerk  since  the  town  was  or- 
ganized were  Stephen  jMaynard,  the  first  clerk  elected  at  the  first  town 
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meeting,  1795,  wlio  held  the  office  until  1800;  Jonas  Brigham,  1800-1  I ; 
Joseph  I^arrett,  1811-23  ;  Silas  B.  Hazeltine,  1823-80;  Isaac  N.  Ran- 
dall, 18S0,  and  now  in  office.  Silas  B.  Hazeltine  served  continuously 
from  his  first  election  until  his  death  in  1880,  making  fifty-seven  )'ears. 
His  books  are  a  model  for  neatness  and  accuracy. 

From  the  year  1813  to  18 17  it  was  the  practice  when  persons  or  fam- 
ilies moved  into  town,  who,  it  was  thought,  would  be  liable  to  become 
town  charge,  to  summon  them  to  depart  the  tov/n  by  a  warrant  issued 
by  the  selectmen  to  the  constable.  It  was  found  that  this  practice  was 
operating  to  hinder  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  was  discontinued. 
Those  who  became  town  paupers  were  supported  by  being  boarded  in 
families  at  the  expense  of  the  town.  It  was  the  practice  at  the  annual 
March  meeting  to  bid  for  boarding  individual  paupers.  It  was  called 
setting  up  the  paupers  at  vendue. 

August  29,  1857,  the  town  voted  to  unite  with  the  towns  of  Fletclier, 
Ricliford,  and  iMontgomer)'  to  form  a  poor-house  association.  The  as- 
sociation was  formed  and  called  the  Bakersfield  Poor- House  Association. 
The  organization  purchased  a  farm  in  the  north  part  of  Bakersfield  for  a 
■poor- farm. 

Tozc'//  Rcprcsoitatives. — The  first  representative  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  state  was  Jonas  Brigham,  elected  in  1796.  In  1797  there 
was  no  representative  elected.  In  1798  Jonas  Brigham;  1799,  Stephen 
Ma)'nard  ;  1 800-06,  Jonas  Brigham  ;  i  807-08,  Silas  Hazeltine  ;  1809- 
J5,  Jonas  Brigham  ;  18 16,  Samuel  Maynard;  18 17-20,  Joseph  Barrett; 
1821-23,  Silas  B.  Hazeltine;  1824-26,  Thomas  Childs;  1 827,  Silas  B. 
Hazeltine;  1828-29,  Azariah  Corse;  1830,  Thomas  Childs;  1831-32, 
Harry  Reynolds;  1833,  Silas  B.  Hazletine  ;  1834,  Thomas  Childs; 
1835-36,  Azariah  t^orse  ;  1837,  Silas  B.  Hazletine;  1838-40.  Azariah 
Corse;  1841,  Charles  Stone;  1842-43,  H.Taylor  Brigham;  1844-46, 
none;  1847,  Carl  Smilie ;  1848,  none;  1849,  Charles  Stone;  1850, 
none;  185 1,  Thomas  Hooker;  1852-53,  none;  1854-55,  Stephen 
Tracey  Leonard;  1 856,  S.  Sumner  Brigham;  1857,  Josiah  Fay  Brig- 
ham ;  1858,  Stephen  Tra<:ey  Leonard;  1859-60,  Seth  Oakes ;  1861, 
Charles  G.  Start;  1862,  Chancey  Childs;  1863-65,  William  C.  Wilson; 
1866.  Stephen  Tracey  Leonard;  1867-68,  Deacon  James  A.  Perlcins  ; 
1869,  Josiah  Fay  Brigham;  1 870,  Ira  F.  Dean;  since  1 870  the  legislature 
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has  held  biennial  sessions;  1872,  Simeon  Gould  Start;  1S74,  Dr.  George 
P3.  Cutler;  1876,  Josiah  Fay  Bric^diani ;  i87S,  Elisha  H.  Beals  ;  1880, 
William  Harrison  Giddings,  M.D.;  18S2-86,  Herbert  F.  Brigham,  esq.; 
1886-90,  Deacon  John  A.  Perkins;  1S90,  Hon.  Flenry  R.  Start,  wiiO 
was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  and  afterwards  elected  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  Residents  of  Bakersfield  who  have  served  one  or  more 
terms  in  the  state  Senate  are  William  C.  Wilson,  1S58-59;  Norman 
Wood,  1864;  Plenry  R.  Start,  1880;  William  Harrison  Giddings,  1S88. 

BakcrsJicliV s  Bcucfadois. — Besides  the  gifts  to  the  town  for  a  school 
building,  which  have  been  mentioned,  there  have  been  other  valu- 
able don.ations  to  the  town  and  its  churches.  Peter  P>ent  l)righam,  be- 
sides leaving  $30,000  for  the  cause  of  education,  also  left  $10, 000,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  used  in  taking  care  of  the  cemetery  where  his 
parents  were  buried.  This  fund  has  been  invested  and  the  income  used 
in  accordance  with  his  will.  Jesse  Kn.owles  i\Ia}'nard  and  William  Ik 
Shattuck  have  donated  to  the  town  land  adjoining  the  cemetery  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  it.  The  original  cemetery  and  common  were  do- 
nated to  the  town  by  Joseph  leaker,  esq.,  the  first  settler,  about  179S. 
The  town  voted  in  1799  that  the  selectmen  notify  the  inhabitants  to  ap- 
pear on  a  certain  day  and  clear  up  and  fence  the  burial-ground.  The 
same  vote  was  also  taken  in  regard  to  the  common  at  another  meeting. 
In  -1870  Ira  F.  Dean,  c'l.  native  and  resident  of  Bakersfic-ld,  gave  to- the 
Congregational  and  Methodist  churches  $i,ooo  each  to  be  invested  in 
a  permanent  fund,  called  the  Dean  Fund.  In  1878  David  Stebbins, 
of  West  Brook-field,  Mass.,  donated  to  the  Congregational  church  a  bell 
at  a  cost  of  $300.  In  1879  Mrs.  S.  Jane  l^righam  Ke«dall,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  who  had  previously  given  $2,500  for  the  school  building,  gave 
$1,300  to  furnish  steam  heating  apparatus  for  the  .school  building. 
]\Irs.  Jacobs  gayc  $590  for  putting  apparatus  for  putting  out  fires  into 
Brigham  Academy,  and  a  marble  bust  of  her  brother,  Peter  Bent  Brig- 
ham,  which  cost  $  i  ,000,  occupies  a  spacious  niche  in  the  academy  liall. 
She  has  still  further  shown  her  interest  for  the  school  and  the  cause  of 
education  by  providing  for  seven  scholarships  in  the  \>rmont  Uni\'er- 
sity  and  State  Agriculturial  College,  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  grad- 
uates from  Brigham  Academy.  In  1S79  Mrs.  Jonathan  Northrop,  of 
Sheldon,  Vt.,  a  native  of  Ikikerslield  and  a  niece  of  ]\Ir.  Bric:ham,  c^ave 
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a  tower  "clock  and  bell  for  the  school  building,  the  whole  costing  $8co. 
In  1886  Mrs.  Mary  Brooks,  of  Dunham,  province  of  Quebec,  presented 
to  the  Congregational  and  Methodist  churches  each  $i,ooo.  Mrs. 
Brooks  Avas  formerly  widow  of  Seneca  Paige,  who  w  as  a  nati\'e  of  this 
town.  In  1885  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Stevens,  wife  of  Dea.  H.  M.  Stevens,  of 
St.  Albans,  died  leaving  by  will  $i,000  to  the  Congregational  church 
here.  Mrs.  Stevens  was  the  only  daughter  of  the  late  Captain  Elijah 
j^arnes,  of  Bakcrsficld.  vShe  passed  sex^cral  years  before  her  mar- 
riage in  the  South  among  the  freedmen  ;  a  part  of  the  time  she  spent 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  remainder  in  T^isk  University.  Rev.  H.  J.  Moore 
left  by  will  his  house  in  l^akersfield  for  a  Methodist  parsonage. 

Pliysicians. — The  phx'sicians  v/ho  have  practiced  in  town  for  any 
length  of  time  are  Ebene;^cr  Williams,  Thomas  Lassell,  Amos  Town,  Dr. 
Sikes,  Amos  Pearsons,  O.  T.  Houghton,  Rollin  Woodard,  Dr.  Day, 
Harvey  Woodard,  Dr.  Perley,  William  H.  Giddings,  G.  B.  Cutler,  and 
G.  B.  Stevens.  Two  of  these  ph)'sicians  were  natives  of  the  town,  namely: 
0.1\  Houghton,  who  practiced  here  until  he  gave  up  business,  and  Will- 
iam H.  Giddings,  who  graduated  from  the  jMedical  Department  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  at  ljurlington  in  June,  1866.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  here  the  September  following,  alid  i,s  practicing 
at  this  time. 

The  name  of  Brigham  has  been  a  prominent  one  here  since  the  town 
was  first  settled.  Jonas  Brigham  was  one  of  the  first  three  families  that 
came  to  town.  He  was  tlie  first  selectman  elected,  and  the  first  town  rep- 
resentative to  the  'General  Assembly.  Cheney  ]3righam,  his  son,  was 
the  first  male  child  born  in  Bakersheld.  Of  the  Brighams  now  living 
in  town  Bradley,  Nahum,  Hollis,  and  Oakley  Brigham  are  descendants 
of  Jonas  Brigham?  The  descendants  of  Uriah  Brigham,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  who  resided  in  town,  are  Albert  G.  and  Herbert  Y .  Brigham. 
The  late  Josiah  Fay  and  Peter  Bent  Ih-igham  were  sons  of  Uriah  Brig- 
ham. The  descendants  of  Joshua  Barnes  who  live  in  town  and  bear 
the  name  are  Wyatt,  Harvey,  and  Austin  Barnes.  There  are  none  of 
the  descendants  of  Josepii  Baker  now  living  here.  Mrs.  Dr.  G.  B.  Cut- 
ler is  the  only  representative  of  Jeremiah  Pratt  residing  here.  There  are 
no  descendants  of  Stej^hcn  Maynard  now  living  in  town.  Betsey,  the 
daughter  of  I\Ir.  Maynard,  was  the  first  child  born  in  town.    The  first 
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death  in  town  was  Isaac  Freeinaii  l^^arnsworth  in  1798.  The  first  mar- 
riage was  that  of  John  Maynard  and  Elizabeth  Knowles  in  1799.  Jesse 
Knowles  Maynard,  now  residing  in  town,  Avas  a  son  by  tin's  marriage. 

The  first  hotel  kept  in  the  village  was  by  Stephen  Maynard  where 
Jesse  Dunham  now  lives.  There  are  now  two  hotels,  E.  H.  Beals's  hotel 
and  the  Brigham  flousc.  In  the  early  history  of  the  town' what  was 
called  June  trainings  of  the  militia  and  artillery  companies  were  held. 
The^  first  militia  company  was  commanded  by  Captain  Wilkinson  and 
the" first  artillery  by  Captain  Moses  Start.  S.  G.  Start,  son  of  Moses 
Start,  was  promoted  from  first  lieutenant  of  the  company  to  the  rank 
of  captain,  June  2,  1 840. 

One  of  the  pleasant  social  features  of  the  town  has  been  the  annual 
gathering  of  the  Start- Perkins  families  on  Thanksgiving  day.  In 
April,  1865,  S.  G.  Start  was  married  to  Mrs.  Betsey  Perkins,  widow 
of  the  late  John  S.  Perkins,  of  Bakersfield.  ]\Ir.  Start  had  six  sons. 
Mrs.  Perkins  had  one  son,  John  A.  Perkins,  and  six  daughters.  Four  of 
the  sons  and  four  of  the  daughters  settled  in  town.  These  families  have 
met  for  the  last  twent}^-fivc  years  on  Thanksgiving  day,  u'ith  the  excep- 
.tion  of  one  year,  when  on  account  of  sickness  there  was  no  gathering  of 
the  famil}\  These  eight  families  have  alternated  in  giving, a  Thanksgiv- 
ing dinners.  The  number  who  meet  at  these  times  ranges  from  thirty- 
five  to  fifty.  There  has  been  no  death  in  these  resident  famih'es  during 
the  twenty-five  )'ears  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  H.  R.  Start,  in  July,  1890. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 
HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWX  OF  LERKSHH^E. 

THE  town  of  Berkshire  is  situated  in  the  northeasterly  part  of  P'rank- 
lin  county,  and  is  one  of  the  northern  border  towns  of  the  state 
of  Vermont;  but  unlike  |he  majority  of  the  towns  bordering  on  the 
province  Berkshire  has  received  but  comparatively  few  residents  from 
Canada.    And  it  is  a  fact  that  there  are  as  few  foreigners  now  livincj  in 
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Berkshire  as  in  any  town  similarly  situated  in  this  state.  But  this  is 
readily  accounted  for  in  the  fact  that  l^erkshire  ranks  first  in  agricultural 
importance  (comparatively,  of  course,  for  there  are  larger  towns)  among 
the  several  civil  divisions  of  Franklin  county,  and  there  has  been  less 
inclination  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  town,  descendants  from  old 
families,  to  sell  their  lands  and  migrate  to  other  places,  or  even  to  locate 
in  settled  communities  in  the  region.  The  result  of  this  has  been  to  keep 
far/ns  in  the  same  families,  passing  from  one  generation  to  another,  from 
the  time  of  earl}'  settlement  to  this  present  ;  and  each  succeeding  gen- 
eration has  seemed  to  be  imbued  with  the  same  spirit  of  thrift*as  cliar- 
acterized  their  ancestors  during  the  period  of  pioneership.  Therefore 
the  prevalence  of  this  spirit  of  determination  has  worked  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  towp,  and  held  within  its  borders,  even  to  the  present 
day,  a  class  of  inhabitants  whose  watchwords  are  thrift,  enterprise,  and 
progress. 

But  in  at  least  one  other  material  respect  is  the  town  of  Berkshire 
different  from  many  others  in  the  county  ;  and  that  in  the  fact  that  the 
people  wisely  determined  to  free  their  jurisdiction  from  indebtedness, 
and  maintain  it  free  and  clear.  The  town,  as  did  many  others, 
bonded  for  the  building  and  construction  of  the  Missisquoi  Railroad, 
generously  aiding  in  that  worthy  enterprise,  but  unlike  other  towns 
.the  people  here,  under  the  leadership  and  advice  of  good  influences, 
bought  up  their  own  bonds  and  relieved  the  town  of  the  burden  of  pay- 
ing annual  interest  and  the  dread  of  principal  to  be  paid  in  the  future  ; 
and  now,  when  almost  every  branch  of  business,  trade,  and  industry  arc 
in  a  depressed  and  unsatisfactory  condition,  the  people  of  Berkshire  may 
justly  feel  rejoiced  in  having  early  paid  their  bonded  indebtedness,  hav- 
ing now*  neither  its  interest  or  principal  to  confront  them.  This  narra- 
tion may  be  slightly  outside  the  limits  of  legitimate  history,  but  the 
fortunate  situation  and  condition  of  this  town  is  so  marked  an  exception 
to  generally  prevailing  rules  that  it  appears  worthy  of  record  in  these 
pages. 

Berkshire  enjoys,  furthermore,  the  blessings,  for  such  they  are, 
of  possessing  as  rich,  fertile,  and  productive  lands  as  can  be  found  in 
Northern  Vermont;  and  the  character  of  the  land  surface,  too,  is  as 
advantageous  as  any  in  the  county,  for  there  is  a  noticeable  absence  of 
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mountain  heights  or  other  like  elexations  that  are  unfit  for  or  not  sus- 
ceptible of  cultivation  and  improvement,  for  either  general  products  of 
the  farm  or  grazing.  Localities  are  not  wanting  in  which  are  found  an 
abundance  of  stones  and  rocks,  but  these  lots  are  turned  into  good  use 
as  pasture  lands,  and  the  many  fine  dairies,  for  which  the  town  is  famous, 
are  evidence  that  the  stony  regions  are  not  specially  objectionable. 
The  town  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  specially  rich  and  valuable  agri- 
cultural region,  to  the  northward  there  being  one  of  the  fertile  Canadian 
townships;  on  the  east  the  best  part  of  Richford;  on  the  south  the  equally 
fertile  Enosbui  gh  ;  while  on  the  west  side  are  the  productive  .lands  of 
Eastern  Franklin. 

Berkshire,  too,  is  an  exceedingly  well  watered  and  well  drained  town, 
the  principal  water  course  being  the  Missisquoi  River,  This  stream  enters 
the  town  about  midway  its  eastern  boundary,  and  flows  thence  southwest, 
a  devious  course,  and  passes  on  into  h^nosburgh,  and  finally  discharges 
Its  waters  into  the  lake.  The  Missisquoi  is  a  stream  of  some  considerable 
macrnitude,  and  in  its  course  throu<:h  the  town  receives  the  waters  of  a 
number  of  tributaries,  the  largest  of  which  is  Trout  River,  the  latter  empty- 
ing into  Missisquoi  near  the  village  of  East  Berkshire.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  there  are  no  falls  or  rapids  in  the  rivers  in  the  tow^n,  they  afford 
abundant  opportunities  for  the  diversion  of  their  waters  to  manufactur- 
ing uses,  but  there  has  been  no  effort  in  this  direction  on  the  part  of 
local  capitalists. 

The  valley  of  the.  Missisquoi  in  ]3erkshire  is  as  charming  a  locality  as 
can  be  found  in  Vermont;  and  while  there  are  no  grand  hills  to  lend 
additional  beauty  to  the  scene  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  back,  away 
from  the  valley,  both  to  the  west  and  the  east,  are  elevated  lands,  with 
some  forest  growths,  and  interspersed  with  fertile  fields  more  delightful 
to  the  eye  than  any  prairie  view  can  offer  by  way  of  attraction.  Be- 
tween the  river  valley  and  the  western  part  of  the  town  is  a  considerable 
tract  of  elevated  tableland,  and  over  this  broad  area  is  occasionally 
seen  a  hill-top  which  might  be  dignified  with  the  name  of  mountain. 
A  continuous  range  of  elevated  land  extends  from  the  southern-central 
part  of  the  town  to  the  middle-eastern  portion,  forming  a  divide,  thus 
causing  the  general  courseof  most  of  the  small  streams  to  be  either 
northwest  or  southeast.    In  the  northern  and  western  portions  of  the 
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town  is  the  outlet  from  Franklin  Pond,  or  Silver  Lake  ;  while  in  the 
same  region  are  Pike  River  and  Burleson  Pond,  both  in  their  way  be- 
ing considerable  bodies. 

The  town  of  Berkshire  was  brought  into  existence  by  virtue  of  action 
of  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  Vermont  during  the  year  -1780,  as  the 
result  of  an  investigation  on  the  part  of  a  select  committee,  of  which 
Joshua  Webb  was  chairman.  In  their  report  the  committee  recom- 
mended "  that  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  General  Assembly  grant  or 
order  to  be  granted  four,  five,  or  six  townships  of  land,  if  it  can  be  found 
without  danger  of  lapping  on  the  former  grants."  This  recommenda- 
tion was  made  on  the  loth  of  March,  1780;  and  on  the  I3tl!  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  examine  the  several  petitions  for  giants  of  lands 
made  this  report:  "That  (in  our  opinion)  we  have  agreeable  to  our 
appointment  examined  the  several  petitions  severally,  and  find  that 
there  is  a  large  tract  of  vacant  and  unappropriated  land  lying  and  being 
in  the  north  part  of  this  state,  adjoining  to  the  south  line  of  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  and  west  of  Lake  Memphremagog  and  the  Green  Mountains, 
and  bounding  west  on  lands  heretofore  granted  by  the  government  of 
New  Hampshire,. contiguous  to  Lake  Champlain  ;  that  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  a  part  of  the  said  tract,  sufficient  to  make  six  town- 
ships of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  each,  may,  consistent  with  the 
interests  of  this  state,  be  granted  by  your  honors  to  the  following  gentle- 
men, petitioners  and  company  for  the  several  townships  hereafter  particu- 
larly named,  viz.:  To  I\Lnjor  William  Goodrich,  Barzilla  Hudson,  Charles 
Dibble,  and  company,  a  township  of  six  miles  square  as  laid  down  in 
the  plan  herewith  returned,  by  the  name  of  Berkshire''  The  other 
towns  granted  at  the  same  time,  and  under  the  same  recommendation, 
were  those  now  known  as  Enosburgh,  Richford,  Montgomery,  Jay,  and 
Westfield. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  proprietors  of  the  town,  according  to  the 
grant,  there  were  sixty,  and  the  grant  was  made  on  the  following  terms 
and  conditions:  That  each  proprietor  pay  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state^ 
or  a  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  the  sum  of  eight  pounds, 
lawful  money,  to  be  made  good  as  it  passed  current  in  the  year  1774; 
and  each  proprietor  of  t!ie  above  towns  (meaning  the  six  towns  above 
named),  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  plant  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land, 
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and  build  a  house  at  least  eighteen  feet  square  on  the  floor,  or  have  one 
family  settled  on  each  respective  right  or  share  of  land  within  the  terni 
of  four  years  after  the  circumstances  of  the  war  will  admit  of  a  settle- 
ment with  safety,  on  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  each  respective  right  or 
share  of  land  in  said  town,  and  the  sanie  to  revert  to  the  freemen  of  this 
state,  to  be  by  their  representatives  regranted  to  such  persons  as  shall 
appear  to  settle  and  cultivate  the  same.  And  said  committee  is  em- 
powered to  erase  the  names  of  such  proprietors  as  shall  not  appear  and 
pay  the  money  aforesaid,  and  enter  others  in  their  stead.  And  that  five 
sixty- fifth  parts  in  said  town  be  reserved  for  public  uses  of  this  state,  as 
shall  be  hereafter  described  in  the  charters  of  incorporation  for  said 
towns,  as  also  all  pine  and  oak  timber  suitable  for  a  navy. 

From  tlie  tenor  of  the  foregoing  conditions  the  reader  will  observe 
that  the  shares  into  which  the  town  was  divided  by  the  grant  numbered 
sixty-five,  while  the  proprietors  were  but  sixty  in  number  ;  and  that 
each  proprietor  was  required  to  pay  into  the  treasury,  or  to  the  com- 
mittee, the  sum  of  eight  pounds  lawful  money,  as  the  purchase  price  of 
the  grant  and  subsequent  charter.  There  being  sixty  shares,  one  for 
each  named  proprietor,  and  five  reserved  rights,  the  whole  amount  paid 
for  the  'town  of  Berlcshire,  exclusive  of  reservations,  was  the  sum  of  £480, 
or  its  present  equivalent  of  $2,400.  This  was  undoubtedly  a  fair  con- 
sideration for  the  town  at  the  time  in  which  the  grant  was  made,  it  be- 
ing then  a  vast  and  uncultivated  wilderness  of  woods  and  wilds,  and 
with  the  uncertain  results  of  the  war  then  progressing,  but  it  would  be 
an  exceedingly  poor  fift\'-acre  farm  in  Berkshire  at  this  time  that  would 
not  bring  the  amount  orignally  paid  for  the  whole  town  one  hundred 
years  ago.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the  proprietors  considered  they 
had.a**good  bargain,"  for  their  rights  were  paid  for  and  the  charter 
executed  to  them  on  the  22d  of  June,  1781. 

According  to  the  intention  of  the  grant  and  the  charter,  and  as  laid 
down  on  the  map  or  plan  of  the  town  heretofore  referred  to,  Berkshire 
would  contain  thirty- six  square  mil6s,  or  its  equivalent  of  23,040  acres; 
but  by  an  error  in  making  the  survey  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  consid- 
erable gore  of  ungranted  land,  -wedge-shaped,  but  not  pointed,  between 
the  tov/ns  of  Berkshire  and  Richford;  which  gore  was  the  occasion  of 
much  discussion  in  the  towu,  and  frequent  action  on  the  part  of  the  state 
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authorities  as  well,  and  the  question  was  not  finally  disposed  of  until 
some  time  during  the  month  of  November,  1802.  In  October,  1797, 
Ebenezer  Marvin,  Stephen  Royce,  and  Stephen  Pearl  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Governor  and  Council  and  legislature,  in  which  they  re- 
quested that  the  gore  be  granted  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  of  Berk- 
shire, and  the  matter  was  the  subject  of  frequent  act  afterward,  and  until 
1802,  when  ail  act  was  passed  establishing  the  lines  of  a  number  of 
the  towns  in  this  region,  among  them  being  Berkshire;  and  further, 
directing  the  sale  of  the  gore  lying  between  this  town  and  Richford. 
Although  there  appears  no  record  to  confirm  the  statement,  it  neverthe- 
less appears  to  be  conceded  that  this  strip  ultimately  came  to  this  town, 
for  the  south  line  is  known  to  be  about  seven  miles  in  length,  and  the 
north  line  about  six  and  one-half  miles,  thus  bringing  to  the  town 
something  like  2,OOOacres  of  land  in  excess  of  the  quantit}^  provided  for 
by  the  grant  and  subsequent  charter. 

From  the  time  of  granting  the  charter,  in  June,  1 781,  until  the  town 
was  organized  by  its  inhabitants,  in  1796,  the  affairs  of  its  local  govern- 
ment remained  in  the  proprietary.  But  it  appears  that  the  proprietors 
did  not  compl}^  with  the  condition  of  the  grant  wdiich  required  settle- 
ment to  be  made  within  four  years  after  the  same  could  be  effected  with 
safet}^  after  the  close  of  the  war.  The  war  in  fact  ended  in  1781,  but  it 
was  not  until  17S3  that  the  treaty  of  peace  was  agreed  to  and  signed, 
and  there  was  no  time  after  the  year  i78oin  which  settlement  could  not 
have  been  safely  made.  But  in  this  regard  the  state  was  not  particular; 
'the  town  had  been  paid  for  and  chartered,  and  the  proprietors  were  do- 
ing what  they  could  to  induce  settlement.  They  made  the  survey  and 
plan  of  the  town,  and  arranged  for  the  division  of  the  lands;  moreover,  they 
frequently  besought  the  state  authorities  for  the  laying  of  land  taxes, 
the  avails  of  which  were  used  in  cutting  roads  from  this  to  settled  locali- 
ties, and  otherwise  preparing  the  way  for  future  settlement.  The  sur- 
veys were  completed  in  1789,  and  the  lands  drawn  for,  by  lot,  in  three 
divisions,  the  first  and  second  being  for  loo-acre  tracts  and  the  third  for 
140-acre  lots.  However,  it  subsequently  appeared  that  the  lots  were 
wholly  unequal  on  account  of  the  inaccurate  surveys.  And  not  only  the 
proprietors  themselves,  and  the  inhabitants  in  fact  of  the  town  after 
them,  interested  in  the  matter  of  cutting  and  laying  out  roads,  but  the 
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state  as  well  seems  to  have  acted  in  this  matter,  for  as  early  as  1797 
the  subject  of  constructing  a  turnpike  road  from  Berkshire  to  Brandon 
was  agitated  and  discussed,  and  soon  after  that  time  the  state  road,  as  it 
was  called,  was  laid  out.  The  final  action  in  this  matter  was  taken  and 
the  law  establishing  it  passed  in  November,  1 803. 

There  was  neither  temporary  nor  permanent  settlement  within  the 
town  of  Berkshire  until  ten  \^ears  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war;  therefore  there  could  be  no  tax  upon  the  inhabitants,  either  by 
way  of  contributions  of  men  or  means  for  that  service,  as  was  levied 
upon  some  of  the  towns  further  south  in  the  state.  J^ut  "after  the  war 
was  ended,  among  the  early  settlers  in  this  town  were  found  several 
persons  \vho  had  performed  excellent  service  for  the  state  and  country 
during  the  period  of  its  continuance.  The  pioneer  of  the  town,  he  to 
whom  belongs  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  settler,  was  Job  L. 
Barber,  who  settled  on  lands  lying  on  the  west  bank  of  the  IMissisquoi 
River  during  the  summer  of  1792.  The  pioneer  was  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  child,  who  stayed  with  him  throughout  that  season  ;  and 
after  he  had  made  a  clearing,  built  a  temporary  abode,  and  planted  a  little 
tract  of  land  with  crops  he  and  his  family  went  to  the  little  settlem.ent 
in  then  Iluntsburgh,  but  now  Franklin,  where  they  stayed  throu^^h  the 
winter,  returning  to  Berkshire  in  the  following  spring. 

During  the  season  of  1792  Job  Barber  was  not  entirely  alone  in  the 
town,  for  soon  after  his  coming  there  followed  two  'other  pioneers, 
Daniel  Adams  and  Stephen  Royce,  but  the  latter  were  not  accompanied 
by  their  families.^  Adams's  pitch  of  land  lay  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town,  about  where  is  the  present  hamlet  of  West  Berkshire.  Stephen 
Royce  settled  on  land  about  a  mile  south  of  Barber,  and  on  the  river. 
Both  made  substantial  improvements,  after  which  their  families  were 
brought  to  the  town,  so  that  the  month  of  April,  1793,  witnessed  the 
full  settlement  in  Berkshire  of  three  families,  those  of  the  pioneers  iust 
named.  While  each  of  these  men  were  equally  distinguished  in  con- 
nection with  the  early  history  of.  the  town,  and  each  entitled  to  honor- 
able mention  as  pioneers  of  an  unimproved  and  comparatively  unknown 
region,  the  fact  remains  that  of  the  twain  Stephen  Royce  was  without 
question  the  most  important  personage  ;  not  so,  however,  from  the  fact 
that  his  son  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  that  Vermont 
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ever  produced,  nor  from  the  fact  tliat  one  of  the  representatives  of  a 
later  generation  of  the  same  family  has  also  earned  a  high  place  and 
deserved  honors  in  the  state  government  and  in  the  affairs  of  tiie  nation. 
Not  on  account  of  the  abilities  and  achievements  of  his  descendants  is 
the  name  of  the  pioneer  Stephen  Royce  to  be  ever  honored,  but  rather 
on  account  of  his  own  personal  record  during  the  period  of  uncertainty 
and  doubt  which  preceded  the  war  for  American  independence,  and  the 
part  he  took  in  the  affairs  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  and  as  well  in 
the  war  that  soon  afterward  followed.  Stephen  Ro>'ce  came  to  Tin- 
mouth,  Vt.,  in  1/74,  from  Cornwall,  Conn.  He,  with  Ebenezer  Allen, 
represented  that  town  at  the  Dorset  convention  of  July  24,  1776,  and 
was  one  .r?f  the  signers  to  the  famous  document  by  which  the  people  of 
the  district  pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  the  cause  for 
which  the  colonies  were  contending.  ,He  served  during  the  war,  hold- 
ing a  commission  as  major. 

Also  in  the  year  1793  there  came  to  the  town  other  persons  who 
had  likewise  been  prominent  in  connection  with  the  war.  These  were 
Captain  Phineas  Heath  and  Captain  David  Nutting,  each  of  whom 
brought  large  families  to  the  locality.  About  the  same  time,  and  possi- 
bly a  year  later,  Jonathan  Carpenter  and  James  Adams  added  their 
families  to  the  little  community.  Following  these  there  came  others  to 
make  ■  for  themselves  homes  in  the  new  country;  and  it  must  be  that 
this  settlement  was  very  rapid,  for  in  1796  the  town  had  the  requisite 
number  of  resident  freeholders  to  warrant  its  organization  and  the 
election  of  town  officers.  This  event  occurred  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1796,  and  the  officers  first  chosen  were  these:  Town  clerk,  Captain 
David  Nutting ;  selectmen,  Stephen  Royce,  James  Adams,  and  Silas 
Pollard  ;  constable,  Timothy  R.  Barker. 

In  1800  Berkshire  had  a  population  of  172  souls,  or,  in  families,  about 
thirty-five  or  forty;  but  small  in  point  of  population  as  the  town  was  at 
that  time,  the  people  were  not  without  some  aspirations  in  the  matter 
of  desiring  the  county  buildings  to  be  located  in  their  tow^n.  They  put 
in  a  claim  for  this  acquisition,  and  re-enforced  that  claim  with  the  in- 
fluence of  a  number  6{  strong  men  of  the  locality;  but  it  was  of  no  avail, 
and  the  buildings  were  located  at  the  present  shire  town.  By  18 10  the 
population  of  the  town  had  increased  to  918,  from  which  time  forward 
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there  has  been  shown  a  gradual  increase  until  i8^o,  when  the  maximum 
number  of  inhabitants  was  attained,  the  census  of  that  year  giving  a  total 
of  1,955.  Since  that  time,  however,  there  has  been  shown  with  each 
succeeding  enumeration  a  general  falling  off  in  population,  so  that  the 
to\yn  at  present  contains  not  far  from  1,500  inhabitants. 

Concerning  the  old  families  of  Berkshire  but  little  history  has  been 
preserved  by  way  of  publication,  while  the  traditions  held  by  the  later 
and  present  generations  of  their  descendants  are  not  reliably  accurate. 
The  first  settler,  Job  L.  Barber,  lived  in  the  town  till  the  time  of  his 
death,  but  his  work  in  life  did  not  bring  him  a  competent  fortune  to 
cheer  and  comfort  his  later  years,  and  he  was  compelled  to  live  upon 
his  pension  as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  "Captain  Heath,"  says  Mr. 
Royce's  narrati\'c,  (upon  which,  b)-  the  way,  the  writer  has  made  bold 
pirac-y  for  recollections  of  the  pioneers,)  "  died  when  a  little  turned  of 
fifty."  His  daughter  became  the  \^'ife  of  Jonathan  Carpenter,  also  one 
of  the  pioneers,  and  of  that  union  was  born  a  numerous  and  thrifty  race 
of  descendants.  Orson  Carpenter  was  sheriff  of  the  county  from  1848 
to  1 85 2.  Captain  Nutting  lived  till  nearly  sixty  years  of  age  and  died 
of  consumption.  His  son,  David  R.  Nutting,  was  quite  a  prominent 
personage  in  town,  he  being  a  carpenter,  bridge  builder,  and  surveyor  ; 
also  for  a  time  he  was  the  proprietor  of  an  extensive  mill  privilege  on  Pike 
River.  He  had  a  liking  for  the  law,  was  something  of  a  pettifogger, 
and  had  two  sons  who  became  lawyers. 

Major  Stephen  Ro)'ce,  as  has  been  related,  came  to  Tinmouth  from 
Connecticut  in  1774.  He  there  married  Minerva,  the  daughter  of  Eben- 
ezer  Marvin,  on  *December  8,  1785,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Tinmouth 
until  1791,  Avhen  the  family  moved  to  Franklin,  but  two  years  later  moved 
over  into  Berkshire,  on  the  improvement  made  by  the  pioneers  during  the 
year  preceding.  An  interesting  incident  of  Major  Royce's  journey  from 
Franklin  to  East  Berkshire  in  1792  v/ill  be  found  in  the  chapter  on  Frank- 
lin. When  the  family  moved  over  into  the  town  the  goods  were  carried 
on  an  ox-sled,  the  wife  riding,  but  the  husband  walki-ng  and  carrying  the 
young  child,  Stephen,  jr.,  the  future  governor  of  Vermont,  then  about  five 
years  old,  the  entire  "distance  of  sixteen  miles  through  an  unbroken  forest. 
Of  this  child  the  reader  will  find  a  personal  sketch  in  one  of  the  preceding 
chapters  of  this  work — the  chapter  devoted  to  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  the 
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county.  In  1799  Major  Royce  built  the  first  frame  house  erected  in 
Berkshire,  upon  which  occasion,  it  is  said,  all  the  male  population  of  the 
town  were  present.  Elihu  Marvin  Royce,  son  of  Major  Stephen,  was 
born  in  Berkshire,  July  19,  1793,  being  the  first  wliite  child  born  in  the 
settlement.  He  married  Sophronia  Parker,  daughter  of  Rev.  James 
Parker,  by  whom  he  liad  three  children,  one  of  whoni  became  chief 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  a  biographical 
sketch  of  whose  life  will  also  be  found  in  the  Bench  and  Bar  chapter  of 
this  volume.  Stephen  Royce,  the  son  of  Major  Stephen,  never  married  ; 
he  died  in  Berkshire,  November  ii,  1868.  Judge  Homer  E.  Royce,  of 
St.  Albans,  still  owns  the  old  homestead  and  farm,  and  it  beconies  his 
great  pleasure  to  visit  the  old  place  as  frequently  as  possible,  for  around 
the  old  liome  still  cluster  a  wealth  of  fond  recollections  and  tender 
memoiVes. 

Elam  Jewett  was  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Berkshire,  having  come 
to  the  town  from  Addison  county  during  the  year  1795.  In  his  family 
were  four  sons,  two  of  whoni  came  with  their  parents  and  the  other  two 
a  little  later.  All  grew  to  be  enterprising,  industrious  men,  and  contrib- 
uted not  a  little  to  the  building  up  of  the  town. 

About  the  same  time  there  also  came  four  brothers,  Hiram,  An- 
drew, Francis,  and  John  B.  Rublee,  who  settled  in  different  parts  of  the 
town^  and  soon  were  reckoned  among  the  leading  men  of  the  commu- 
nity. They  were  not  only  industrious  and  successful  men,  but  as  well 
men  of  undoubted  worth  and  integrity  of  character  ;  and  these  traits 
were  inherited  by  their  descendants  and  handed  down  from  one  genera- 
tion to  another,  even  to  the  present  day.  The  surname  Rublee  is  still 
represented  in  this  and  other  towns  of  the  county,  nearly  all  of  whom 
are  descended  from  the  same  paternal  stock. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  considerable  influx  of  settlers,  among  whom  were  the  five  broth- 
ers of  the  prominent  family  surnamed  Stone.  The  brothers  were  John, 
Samuel,  Benjamin,  George  W.,  and  James,  the  first  named  of  whom  set- 
tled in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  while  the  others  took  up  lands  in  the 
Missisquoi  Valley  or  its  vicinity.  "John  Stone  became  familiarly  known 
as  Elder  Stone,  from  his  connection  with  the  early  Baptists'  meetings  in 
the  town,  he  not  infrequently  officiating  as  minister.     In  the  same  pe- 
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riod,  or  about  1800,  Oliver  Austin  came  to  Berkshire  ;  and  about  the 
same  time  also  came  the  family  of  Deacon  AVilliam  Samson,  who  settled 
on  the  liighland  northeast  from  East  Berkshire.  Soon  after  his  settle- 
ment there  came  his  two  br©thers,';Thomas  and  Jonathan  Samson,  who 
settled  in  the  same  neighborhood.  This  family  is  still  represented  in 
the  town,  and  one  at  least  of  the  present  generation  of  them  is  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Berkshire,  for  ac- 
count of  which  see  personal  sketches  of  that  town.  ,  ' 

The  surname  Chaffee  stands  for  pioneership  in  Berkshire,  the  first  set- 
tler of  the  name  having  been  Comfort  Chaffee,  who -came  from  Claren- 
don, Vt.,  in  1803  or  '04  and  settled  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town. 
The  town  now  has  a  number  of  the  descendants  of  this  pioneer,  there 
being  among  them  some  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  locality,  both  in 
this  and  the  adjoining  town  of  Enosburgh. 

J^hn  Lewis  was  another  of  the  pioneers  of  I]erkshire,  having  come 
from  New  Haven,  Conn.,  about  or  soon  after  the  year  1800,  and  located 
near  the  center  of  the  town.  He,  too,  left  descendants,  some  of  whom 
have  become  numbered  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the  county. 
The  pioneer  himself  achieved  honor  through  his  service  during  the  War 
of  1 81 2-1 5,  he  having  been  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh.  Josiah  Wheeler, 
Thcopolis  Bond,  and  John  Gaines  also  came  to  the  town  about  the  year 
1800,  Robert  Anderson,  the  pioneer  of  a  thrifty  family  of 'descendants, 
came  about  1814;  Harrison  Brown  in  1813,  William  Larrabee,  a  vet- 
eran of  the  Revolution,  in  1806,  and  Silas  Stowe  in  1 8 19. 
.  ,  Nathan  Hamilton  was  one  of  the  early  residents  of  the  town ;  he  settled 
in  the  east  part  and  was  the  local  boot  and  shoemaker,  and  a  successful 
farmer  as  well.  None  of  this  famil}^  surname  are  now  dwellers  in  the 
town,  but  the  name  is  represented  by  substantial  descendants  in  Rich- 
ford  and  in  Enosburgh.  Also  in  connection  with  the  early  settlers  there 
may  be  mentioned  the  name  of  Abel  Johnson,  who  built  the  mills  at 
West  Berkshire  as  early  as  the  year  1800;  he  was  also  justice  of  the  peace 
and  town  representative  at  an  early  date.  David  Brewer  and  Asa  Sykes, 
brothers-in-law,  were  in  the  town  at  an  early  day,  as  was  also  Mar- 
tin D.  FoUett,  who  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county. 
Chester  Weld  came  to  Berkshire  in  1800,  or  earlier,  and  settled  near  the 
center.     Pie  was  one  of  the  early  town  clerks,  likewise  proprietors*  clerk 
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and  collector  of  taxes.  His  wife  was  a  Comings,  and  her  settlement 
with  her  husband  was  the  occasion  of  the  coming  to  tlie  town  of  her 
brothers,  Samuel  and  Andrew.  From  these  have  sprung  the  substan- 
tial families  and  representatives  of  the  Comings'  surname  in  this  and  ad- 
joining towns.  Ezekiel  Pond,  Samuel  l^odd,  John  Perley,  Dolpluis 
Paul,  David  Coburn,  Augustus  Crampton,  John  Wood  worth,  Fennel 
Leavens,  Robert  Noble,  Elijah  Shaw,  Harvey  Clark,  Aaron  Chaplin, 
Reuben  Rounds,  and  Cromwell  Bowen  were  also  early  settlers  in  l^erk- 
shire,  and  each  in  his  own  way  and  by  his  descendants  helped  to  build 
up,  populate,  and  improve  the  locality,  making  Berkshire  what  it  many 
years  ago  became  and  to-day  is — the  foi'emost  of  the  agricultural  towns 
of  P'ranklin  county,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  entire  state. 

P^rom  the  location  of  Berkshire,  being  in  the  northeastern  portion  of 
the  county,  the  people  here  were  not  seriously  disturbed  by  the  events 
that  retarded  settlement  in  some  of  the  other  localities,  which  troubles 
were  brought  about  by  maintenance  of  armed  British  troops  on  the  fron- 
tier. To  be  sure  this  was  and  is  a  frontier  town,  and  during  the  period  of 
its  early  history  the  people  here  had  the  most  friendly  relation  with  those 
of  the  province  on  the  north  ;  and  when  the  embargo  laws  were  put 
into  operation  and  enforced  the  inhabitants  were  adversely  affected  and 
suffered  much  of  inconvenience,  and  on  occasion  did  not  hesitate  to  ex- 
claim emphatically  against  the  action  of  the  state  and  Federal  authori- 
ties in  depriving  them  of  what  they  believed  to  be  their  just  rights,  and 
the  sending  of  an  armed  force  of  troops  to  prevent  them  from  carrying 
on  trade  with  the  province  people.  And  during  the  period  of  the  War 
of  i8i2-i$  there  existed  here  the  same  loyal  spirit  as  was  shown  by  some 
of-  the  pioneers  of  the  Revolution  who  afterwards  came  and  settled  in 
the  town.  During  this  war,  the  second  against  Great  Britain,  the  town 
had  its  organized  militia  ;  and  it  had,  too,  that  branch  of  the  body  of 
state  troops  which  were  known  everywhere  by  the  undignified  name  of 
"flood-wood,"  being  so  called  from  the  fact  that  they  were  not  fully 
uniformed,  armed,  and  equipped.  The  great  event  in  the  region  of 
Northern  Vermont  during  this  war  was  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  and  in 
that  event  there  were  known  to  have  participated  at  least  six  men  from 
this  town,  whose  names  ha\'e  been  preserved.  These  were  Captain  Elias 
Babcock,  Sergeant  Scott  McKinney,  and  privates  Amos  Chadwick, 
Samuel  White,  Lf*Hapgood,  and  Daniel  Foster. 
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Following  the  war  the  town  of  Berkshire  entei;ed  upon  an  era  of  peace 
not  hitherto  enjo)"ed  by  its  inhabitants  during  the  period  of  its  early  liis- 
tory.  Every  important  interest  that  could  add  to  the  prosperity  and 
well  being  of  the  people  was  industriously  cultivated  and  developed, 
and  Berkshire  soon  became  known  as  the  leading  agricultural  town  of 
Franklin  county.  In  the  eastern  part  the  Missisquoi  had  its  course, 
which  stream  with  but  little  expenditure  might  have  been  made  to  fur- 
nish ail  abundant  water-power,  but  by  diverting  its  waters  to  manufac- 
turing uses  there  would  have  been  created,  possibly,  an  injury  to  other 
privileges,  both  above  and  below,  and  therefore  no.  attempt  has  ever 
been  made  in  this  direction  in  the  town;  in  fact  l^erkshire  has  ever  been 
known  to  possess  such  extraoidinary  natural  advantages  in  character 
and  quality  of  soil  that  agricultural  pursuits  have  been  sufficient  to  bring 
rich  returns  for  the  la'bor  of  the  farmer,  without  hazard  of  losing  by 
competition  or  the  multitude  of  other  dangers  which  are  liable  to  effect 
manufacturing  enterprises. 

In  the  town  from  the  close  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain  there 
appears  not  to  have  occurred  any  event  that  disturbed  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  people  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861. 
In  1837-39,  during  the  period  of  disturbance  occasioned  by  the  abortive 
attempt  on  the  part  of  certain  adventurous  Frenchmen,  there  appears 
not  to  have  been  any  uneasiness  in  this  locality,  and  there  was  no  inva- 
sion of  the  province  from  this  point,  hence  nothing  to  excite  more  than 
an  amused  interest  in  what  was  transpiring  on  the  border  in  the  towns 
farther  west.  And  following  the  war  of  1861-65,  during  the  so-called 
Fenian  raid  occurrences,  the  people  of  this  town  felt  a  great  interest  in 
what  was  taking  place  on  the  frontier,  and  particularly  in  the  events  in 
F'ranklin,  where  the  vagrant  "  army "  was  quartered  for  a  night,  to 
which  place  many  Berkshire  people  then  made  a  visit  and  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  the  occasion  afforded. 

But  during  the  war  of  1861-65  the  town  made  its  best  record,  for 
there  were  in  control  of  the  affairs  at  that  time  men  of  judgment,  men 
of  courage  and  patriotism,  who  were  able  to  understand  the  extremities 
of  the  period,  and  thoroughly  competent  to  meet  every  emergency  as  it 
was  presented.  By  the  census  enumeration  of  the  year  i860  Berkshire 
was  found  to  contain  an  aggregate  population  of  1,890  persons,  while  in 
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1870  the  number  was  found  to  have  fallen  to  ■1,609;  therefore  it  is  fair 
to  assume  that  the  number  of  souls  in  tlie  town  during  the  last' two 
years  of  the  war  could  not  ha\-e  exceeded  1,700.  Notwithstanding  this 
tlie  town  is  credited  with  ha\'ing-  furnished  a  total  of  151  men,  or  nearly 
nine  per  cent,  of  its  entire  population.  Of  this  aggregate  136  actually- 
entered  the  service,  while  the  records  show  that  but  four  were  drafted. 
Four  men  from  tlie  town  v/ere  k'illed  in  action,  twenty  died  of  wounds 
and  disease,  and  sixteen  others  were  discharged  for  wounds  or  disability. 
Sixteen  also  are  charged  with  desertion,  but  this  may  be  fully  ac- 
counted for  in  the  fact  that  many  persons  came  from  the  Canadian  prov- 
ince into  the  town  to  enlist,  being  tempted  and  attracted  by  the  liberal 
bounty  offered  by  the  local  authorities;  and  after  enlistment  and  receiv- 
ing the  bounty  money  they  fled  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  and 
military  authorities  of  the  state.  A  preceding  chapter  of  the  present  vol- 
u^.-ie  is  devoted  to  the  services  of  the  volunteers  from  this  and  the  other 
towns  of  the  county,  in  which  will  be  found  a  full  record  of  their  deeds, 
and  as  well  a  full  roll  of  the  names  of  those  Avho  entered  the  service. 

The  town  of  Berkshire,  as  at  present  situated,  contains  three  villages 
or  trading  centers,  each  of  which  is  almost  as  old  as  the  town  itself,  so 
far  as  occupancy  is  concerned,  and  each  of  which  was  founded  by  rea- 
son of  the  necessities  of  the  early  inhabitants.  These  are  -  respectively 
known  b}'  the  names  of  Berkshire,  in  the  center  of  the  town  ;  West 
Berkshire,  in  the  northwest  part,  and  near  the  Franklin  line  ;  and  East 
Berkshire,  in  the  southeast  locality  of  the  town,  on  the  Missisquoi  River 
-and  the  railroad  bearing  the  same  name. 

B.c7'kshire  Center  or  Berkshire,  the  central  village,  is  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  the  town,  the  town  clerk's  office  being  located  at  the  place. 
The  public  buildings  of  the  hamlet  are  the  school  of  old  district  No.  4 
and  a  church  edifice,  built  originally  as  a  union  meeting-house,  but  now 
occupied  chiefly  by  the  Baptist  society.  The  village  itself  contains  not 
more  than  a  dozen  or  fifteen  houses,  but  is  a  post  station,  being  reached 
by  mail  stage  running  from  the  railroad  in  Enosburgh.  The  village  is 
situated  in  the  center  of  a  rich  farming  region,  and  its  stores  are  patron- 
ized by  the  people  of  this  particular  locality.  The  business  interests 
here  are  few,  there  being  but  two  merchants — \V.  B.  Jolley  and  S.  I. 
Sweet — and  the  customar}-  shops  that  find  an  abiding  place  in. such  lo- 
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calities.  The  people  of  the  locality  who  contributed  to  the  building  of 
the  meeting-house  at  the  Center  were  of  the  Universalist,  Baptist,  and 
Methodist  denominations,  but  later  years  have  worked  such  changes  in 
these  societies  that  two  of  them  have  discontinued  their  gatherings  here, 
leaving  the  building  in  the  possession  of  the  liaplist  societ}%  and  under 
the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  W.  G.  Scofield. 

W^'sf  Berkshire  is  a  small  hamlet  situated  in  the  northwest  par.t  of  the 
town,  a  little  larger  than  the  Center  village,  and  drawing  its, trade  from 
Franklin  as  well  as  from  this  town,  and  a  very  small  patronage  from  the 
province.  Its  institutions  are  a  school  and  Methodist  li^piscopal  church; 
it  also  is  the  home  of  Dr.  G  S.  Goodrich,  one  of  the  two  physicians  of 
the  town  of  Berkshire.  The  principal  business  interests  are  the  mer- 
cantile stores  of  John  Jollc}^  and  \\\  V.  Andrews,  and  the  harnefs 
factory  of  C.  R.  Elrich.  Methodism  in  Berkshire  dates  back  to  tl;e 
early  years  of  the  present  century,  but  the  organization  of  the  society 

West  Berkshire  was  not  completed  until  about  1845,  and  the  meet- 
ing-house is  of  later  erection.    The  early  meetings  were  held  wherever 
was  most  convenient  :  in  schools,  dwellings,  and,  in  suitable  seasons,  in 
the  open  air.    The  present  society  found  increased  strength  in  the  ac- 
.  quisition  of  membership  from  the  Center  society.    The  West  l^erkshire 
'    charge  is  now  in  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Robinson. 

East  Berkshire  is  a  clean,  pretty  little  vilkige  situated  in  the  south- 
east part  of  the  town,  on  the  Missisquoi  River,  and  on  the  line  of  the 
Missisquoi  Valley  Railroad.  From  the  latter  the  village  has  derived 
its  greatest  importance.  Within  the  limits  of  the  village  proper,  al- 
though it  has  no  corporate  existence  independent  of  the  town,  are 
several  stores,  two  churches,  a  school,  two  factories,  hotel,  and  a  num- 
ber of  excellent  dwelling  houses,  the  homes  of  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  in  the  county.  The  merchants  are  Kiles  A.  Paul,  A.  W. 
Rublee  &  Son,  and  M.  A.  Pond.  The  manufacturing  industries  are  the 
horse- power  and  churn  factory  of  William  Samson  tS:  Co.  and  the  har- 
ness factory  of  Merritt  Stone. 

Calvary  Episcopal  ChurcJi,  of  East  Berkshire,  was  organized  as  a  par- 
ish as  early  as  1818,  at  a  meeting  of  church  people  held  at  the  house  of 
Dr.  Titus  Samson,  but  it  was  not  until  1822  that  the  first  church  edifice 
was  built.     Rev.  Jordon  Gray  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  rector,  fol- 
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lowed,  in  succession,  by  Revs.  Richard  Peck,  Louisj  McDonald,  Rev. 
Obear,  Rev.  Cull,  E.  H.  Sayles,  and  Moore  Bingham,  all  of  whom  were 
connected  with  the  church  prior  to  1850.  The  present  rector  is  Rev.  J. 
Traeitt.  The  church  services  are  now  held  in  the  substantial  edifice 
that  was  built  to  replace  the  old  wooden  structure  in  1 873. 

TJlc  East  Berkshire  Congregational  Chnrch  owes  its  organization  to 
the  labors  of  the  celebrated  Rev.  Benjamin  VVooster,  who  was  promi- 
nently associated  with  the  military  operations  in  the  region  during  the 
period  of  the  War  of  1812  ;  and  otherwise  he  was  closely  identified  with 
the  work  of  the  church  in  Northern  Vermont.  "Parson"  Woostcr  or- 
ganized the  Congregational  society  here  in  1820,  while  Rev.  Phineas 
I^ailey  was  the  first  permanent  pastor,  his  services  as  such  commencing 
about  1822  or  1823.  Succeeding  Mr.  Bailey  the  next  pastor  was  E.  W. 
Kellogg  ;  the  third,  Rev.  ]\Ir.  Birge,  then  John  Gleed,  l^reston  Taylor, 
Phineas  Ikiiley  again,  ^Vaters  Warren,  and  lilam  J.  Comings,  tlie  latter  a 
native  of  Berkshire.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  George  W.  Pierce. 
The  first  church  edifice  of  this  society  was  built  in  1822,  and  was  occu- 
pied until  i860,  at  which  time  the  present  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

.Schools. — The  subject  of  establishing  a  school  in  the  town  was  first 
<^iscussed  by  the  pioneers  during  the  closing  years  of  the  last  century, 
but  it  is  understood  that  the  first  school  was  opened  about  the  year 
1800.  From  that  until  the  present  time  there  have  been  such  frequent 
changes  in  the  number  and  boundaries  of  the  districts  that  to  follow 
them  would  indeed  be  difficult.  Almost  with  each  decade,  especially 
during  the  first  half  of  the  present  century  during  the  period  of  the 
town's  greatest  and  most  rapid  growth  in  population,  changes  were  made 
in  the  districts  of  the  town,  constantly  increasing  in  number  and  there- 
fore decreasing  in  size.  In  1890  the  town  had  thirteen  districts  oper- 
ated and  supported  on  the  "  district "  plan  as  distinguished  from  the 
'•.town"  plan;  and  for  these  thirteen  districts  are  employed  ten  teachers. 
The  annual  expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the  town's  schools 
amounts  to  $2,235.23,  that  being  the  exact  amount  for  the  current  year, 
but  it  may  deviate  slightly  from  other  years. 

Town  Representatives  front  Berksliire. — Stephen  Royce,  1796,  1798- 
1800;  Abel  Johnson,  1801-02  ;  Amherst  Willoughby,  1803  ;  Elam 
Jewett,  jr.,  1804^  Stephen  Royce,  1805;  Elijah  Littlefield,  1806;  Elam 
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Jewett,  jr.,  1S07;  Elijah  Shaw,  1808;  EHjah  Littlefield,  1809;  Solomon 
Bingham,  jr.,  1810-11;  WilHam  Hamilton,  1813;  Vv^illiam  C.  Ellsworth, 
1814;  Harvey  Clark,  1815-16;  Amherst  Willoiighby,  1817  ;  Harvey 
Clark,  18 1 8;  Nathan  Hamilton,  1 8 19;  William  C.  Ellsworth,  1820-21, 
Fennel  Leavens,  1S22;  George  W.  Woodworth,  1823-24;  Cromwell 
Bowen,  1825;  Braincrd  Bradley,  1S26;  Cromwell  Bowen,  1827-28; 
William  C.  Ellsworth,  1829-30;  Nathan  Hamilton,  1831-33;  Mitchel  C. 
Stone,  1834-35;  Jo^^ii  S.  Webster,  1836-37;  Joseph  Smith,  1838-39; 
Nathan  Hamilton,  1840-41;  Joseph  Smith,  1842;  Henry  Follett,  1843; 
Elias  Babcock,  1844;  Arza  Andriis,  1845;  Homer  E.  Royce,  184.6- 
47  ;  Paschal  P.  Leavens,  1849-50;  William  S.  Rublee,  1851-52  ;  B.  B. 
Smith,  1855  ;  L.  M.  Hart,  1857-58;  S.  B.  S.  Marvin,  1859-60;  Hiram 
Darling,  1861;  Homer  E.  Royce,  1862;  Hiram  Darling,  1863  ;  George 
G.  Ellsworth,  1864-65  ;  James  R.  Stone,  iSGO-Gy  ;  G.  S.  Goodrich, 
1868-69;  E.A.Hull,  1870;  Henry  Ladd,  1872;  Henry  Comings, 
1874;  H.  E.  Wheeler,  1876;  Daniel  Moren,  1,878;  L.  C.  Leavens, 
18^9;  A.  P.  Pond,  1882;  Spencer  Stanhope,  1884;  Joseph  Yaw,  1886, 
S.  G.  Marvin,  1888;  Kiles  A.  Paul,  1S90. 


♦ 

CHAPTER  XXVHI. 
HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  FLETCHER. 

FLETCHER  was  chartered  AxUgust  20,  1781,  by  Thomas  Chittenden, 
governor  of  Vermont,  to  Nathaniel  Brush,  David  Avery,  Rufus 
Montague,  and  others,  none  of  whom  ever  resided  in  town  except  the 
last  named.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  P^airfax,  north  by  Fairfield 
and  }5akersfield,  east  by  Waterville  and  Cambridge,  and  south  by  La- 
moille River,  the  south  end  being  quite  narrow.  The  estimated  area  is 
24,040  acres.  In  1786  Benjamin  P^assett  surveyed  the  first  division  of  lots, 
and  in  1789  the  second  division  was  surveyed  by  John  Safford. 

The  soil  of  the  town  of  Pletcher  is  varied,  and  is  well  watered  by 
numerous  streams,  the  principal  ones  being  Lamoille  River  and  Stone's 
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Brook,  the  latter  of  Avhich  rises  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town  and 
flows  a  southwesterly  course  into  Fairfax.  The  river  farms  and  some 
parts  of  East  Pletcher  hav^e  good  interval  land,  but  the  greater  portion 
is  1 J  illy  and  in  places  even  mountainous. 

In  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  nestled  among  the  hills,  lies  IMetcalf 
Pond,  one  mile  in  length  by  half  a  mile  in  width,  and  in  some  parts  of 
great  depth.  Its  outlet  is  at  the  southern  end,  forming  Dead  Creek,  which 
flows  a  devious  course  through  Cambridge,  again  through  Fletcher,  and 
empties  into  Missisquoi  River.  A  mile  north  of  the  Center  lies  a  body 
of  water  half  a  mile  long  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  crescent-shaped, 
and  for  that  reason  called  ]Ialf-]\Ioon  Pond.  Its  waters  flow  easterly 
into  Stone's  Brook.  Except  Lamoille  River,  on  the  south,  the  streams 
are  all  small,  and  there  has  never  been  a  covered  bridge  in  town, 

Fletcher  was  organized  March  i6,  1790,  wnth  these  town  officers: 
Elisha  Woodworth,  clerk;  Elijah  Daily,  constable;  Peter  Thurston, 
Lemuel  Scott,  and  Elijah  Daily,  selectmen.  Levi  Comstock,  chosen  in 
1793,  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace,  and  Daniel  l^ailcy,  elected  in 
1797,  was  the  first  representative  in  the  legislature. 

John  Fullington,  of  Dcerfield,  N.  II.,  began  the  first  clearing  in 
town  on  the  river  farm  now  owned  by  ]Mrs.  Helen  Freeman  J^ee,  in  the 
year  1787  or  '88.  Mr.  Fullington  put  up  a  shanty  and  returned  to 
Deerfield,  N.  H.,  for  his  wife  and  four  children.  They  had  one  horse  to 
ride  and  one  cow  to  drive.  Marked  trees  served  as  guides  through  the 
w^ilderness.  Two  men  who  had  land  in  the  southeast  part  of  Fairfax 
w^ere  with  them.  .  Within  the  limits  of  Johnson  they  encamped  for  the 
night  near  the  banks  of  the  Lamoille.  Here  Mr.  Fullington  found  a 
'patch  of  turnips  and  improvidently  ate  one  raw,  which  produced  a  se- 
vere-attack of  bilious  colic,  and  caused  his  death  in  a  few  hours.  Next 
day  he  was  buried  by  his  companions  in  a  rude  coffin  improvised  from 
a  hollow  log.  Mrs.  h\illington  and  little  ones  proceeded  down  the  river 
to  the  home  provided  for  them,  and  here  the  widow  became  the  mother 
of  the  first  white  child  born  in  town,  and  named  her  Lamoille,  from  the 
river.  When  grown  she  married  John  H.  Law  and  lived  in  Cambridge, 
where  she  died  July,  18S0,  over  ninety  years  of  age.  Mrs.  P'^ullington 
became  the  wife  of  P^lisha  Woodwortli,  and  died  in  Fletcher  of  small- 
pox at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years. 
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Lemuel  Scott  was  tlie  next  settler.  He  came/from  Bennington  in 
1789,  bringing  his  wife  and  one  child  on  a  sled  drawn  by  a  )'oke  of 
steers.  From  Burlington  he  found  his  way  by  marked  trees.  He  set- 
tled on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Horace  and  D.  H.  Chap- 
man. His  children  were  Jo.nathan,  Lemuel, — the  first  white  male  child 
born  in  town, — Seth,  Levi,  Emily,  Abigail,  Anna,  Jefferson,  and  Wait. 
Some  of  his  descendants  still  live  here,  George  and  Henry  \V. 
Scott  being  his  grandsons. 

Deacon  Peter  Thurston  came  next  and  settled  on  the  south  side  of 
Lamoille  River,  on  what  is  known  as  the  }3ishop  farm.     This  farm  and 
two  others,  contained  in  a  gore  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river, 
were  annexed  to  Cambridge  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  1845. 
Thurston  was  one  of  the  first  selectmen,  and  in  1792  was  constable.  • 

Elijah  Daily  came  about  the  same  time  and  settled  on  the  farm  now 
owned  and  occupied  by  O.  G.  Carpenter.     He  was  the  first  constable. 

Elias  Blair,  Reuben  Armstrong,  John  Kinsley,  Samuel  Church,  Sam- 
uel Church,  jr.,  Joseph  and  James  Robinson,  and  Dewey  Nichols,  all  of 
Bennj^igton,  came  here  in  1795  and  settled  as  follows:  Elias  Blair  on 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occu[)ied  by  his  grandson,  Noel  15.  Blair  ; 
Reuben  Armstrong  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  grand- 
son and  namesake,  and  the  last  one  of  the  Armstrong  descendants  left 
in  tow^n  ;  John  Kinsley  on  the  farm  just  east,  owned  and  occupied  by 
J6hn  Brush;  the  two  Churches,  father  and  son,  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Abial  W^etherby,  a  grandson  by  marriage, — Nelson  \V. 
Church,  a  grandson  of  Samuel  Church,  jr.,  lives  at  the  Center,  and  Les- 
lie J.,  a  great-grandson,  lives  on  a  farm  cut  off  from  the  original  Church 
farm  ;  Joseph  Robinson  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
^  oply  son,  Demas,  and  grandsons,  Henry  and  George;  James  Robinson 
on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Cephas  Carpenter;  and  Dewey 
Nichols  on  land  now  owned  by  E.  K.  Montague.  Excepting  Kinsley 
and  Armstrong,  these  men  all  settled  at  or  near  the  Center. 

Another  John  Kinsley  came  from  Bennington  about  the  same  time, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  George  E.  Robin- 
son. 

Daniel  Bailey  came  with  his  family  from  Weare,  N.  H.,  in  March, 
1795,  and  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.    His  children  were 
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Haynes,  Jonathan,  Nathan,  Achsah,  Philip,  Betsey,  Sally,  and  Polly. 
The  men  became  prominent  in  town  affairs,  and --(vere  large  land  owners. 
Daniel  Bailey  died  in  1832,  aged  eighty-four  years.  Of  his  once  num- 
erous posterit}^  residing  in  town  there  is  not  one  male  descendant  left, 
and  only  one  farm  is  owned  by  an}'  of  liis  male  descendants.  R.  W. 
Bailey,  who  died  in  1889,  had  for  some  time  been  the  last  of  the  family 
name,  and  was  postmaster  from  1S61  to  1SS5. 

George  King,  sr.,  Joseph  and  Nathan  Molmes,  Michael  and  Jonathan 
George,  Daniel  Gregory,  and  Peter  and  C}'rus  Danforth  were  the  first 
settlers  of  school  district  No.  4,  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  near 
Buck  Hollow.  For  several  years  there  was  no  school-house  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  school  was  kept  in  pri\'ate  families  until  a  building  could 
be  erected.  Now,  for  lack  of  scholars,  there  has  been  no  school  kept 
for  several  )'ears.  This  district  has  since  furnished  eleven  teachers,  four 
being  graduates.  Flias  Bellows  Holmes  graduated  from  Rockport, 
N.  Y.,  and  has  since  been  a  member  of  Congress  from  that  state.  Jo- 
seph Holmes  and  two  sisters  graduated  from  l^akersfield  Academy. 
Thj;3  district  has  fine  farms,  houses  and  barns,  large  dairies,  and  sugar 
orchards.  Hiram  Danforth,  only  son  of  Cyrus  Danforth,  married  a 
daughter  of  George  King,  sr.,  and  still  lives  upon  the  old .  homestead. 
J.  B.  King,  son  of  George  King,  sr.,  lives  in  comfort  near  the  old  home 
where  he  first  saw  the  light. 

^  Elias  Bingham,  born  at  Windham,  Conn.,  came  here  with  his  wife  and 
three  children  in  August,  1809,  and  settled  near  what  is  now  called 
Binghamville.  His  children  were  as  follows:  Betsey,  Nathan  R.,  Royal 
Tyler,  W.  H.  H.,  Andrew  J.,  Benjamin  F.,  Huldah  C,  Martha,  and 
Flias,  jr.,  and  twins  who  died  in  infancy.  Betsey  married  Medad  R. 
Parsons,  and  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  where  she  was  reared  until 
her^death,  March  5,  1881,  aged  seventy-five  years.  She  was  a  woman 
who  lived  only  to  study  how  she  might  be  useful  to  others,  and  conduce 
to  the  comfort  of  her  family.  She  was  ever  doing  for  the  poor  and 
those  who  could  not  recompense  her.  l^'ve  of  the  six  boys  located  near 
their  father  for  a  time,  hence  the  name  Binghamville.  Later  one  went 
West  and  another  died.  This  family  were  all  prominent  in  town  affairs, 
and  some  of  them  held  offices  outside  the  town.  Nathan  R.  and  R.  T. 
still  live  at  Binghamville  at  an  advanced  age. 
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Lemuel  Chapman,  of  Rutland  county,  was  an  early  settler  here,  locat- 
ing on  a  farm  just  south  of  the  one  now  occupied  .by  his  son,  Horace.- 

James  Lamb  came  on  foot  to  this  town  from  Townshend  in  1820,  his 
capital  in  cash  being  onl}'  fifty  cents.  He  was  twice  married,  and  accum- 
ulated a  good  property.  Of  his  six  children  but  one  is  now  left,  Andrew, 
who  lives  at  Binghamville  and  has  in  his  possession  a  cane  used  by  his 
father  in  his  pedestrian  journey  to  Fletcher. 

Joseph  Ellsworth  was  among  the  early  settlers,  locating  in  the  westei-n 
part  of  the  town.  He  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Three  of  his  sons  married  daughters  of  i^lias  Blair,  sr.,  and  all  settled  on 
farms  near  their  father,  excepting  the  oldest  and  youngest. 

Zerah  Willoughby  represented  Fletcher  in  the  General  Assembly  in 
1 81 8,  '20,  '22,  and  '23,  and  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1822. 
He  was  assistant  judge  of  l^^ranklin  county  in  1801-06,  1813,  1814, 
1818-21,  and  1822-23,  and  chief  judge  in  1824-25;  councilor  in  1808 
and  1814;  and  was  a  farmer,  merchant,  and  landlord. 

Ro3^al  Tyler,  son  of  Elias  ]>ingham,  was  born  August  10,  18  10.  He 
filled  various  offices:  was  town  treasurer  for  thirty  years;  represented 
the  town  in  the  legislature  in  1858-59;  and  was  assistant  judge  in 
F>anklin  County  Court  in  1862  and  1863. 

Ecclesiastical. — The  first  religious  iiiterest  manifest  in  town  was  in 
the  winter  of  1817.  The  following  spring  Joseph  W^ilcox,  living  in  the 
southeast  part  of  Fairfax,  began  meetings  and  preached  once  in  two 
weeks  for  a  year  at  the  Center  school-house.  A  I^aptist  church,  of 
niiie  members,  was' organized  July  5,  1817.  \\\  1830  a  temperance  so- 
ciety was  organized,  causing  a  division  of  the  church,  Elder  Ephraim 
Butler,  of  Fairfax,  opposing  the  society.  Rev.  C.  W.  Babcock,  of  West- 
ford,  came,  and  finding  the  difficulty  could  not  be  settled  the  church 
was  disorganized  April  12,  1845.  Total  membership,  98.  James  Rob- 
inson served  as  clerk  and  deacon  during  its  whole  existence.  June  26, 
1846,  another  Baptist  church  \\'as  formed  of  members  of  the  old  church. 
Alvah  Chase  was  chosen  clerk,  followed  by  Willis  D.  Leach  in  1852, 
and  he  by  L.  B.  Elliot  in  1871.  James  Robinson  was  appointed  deacon 
and  served  until  his  death  in  1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy- seven.  Willis 
D.  Leach  was  then  appointed  deacon  and  served  until  187  I,  when  Josiah 
White  was  appointed  He  died  in  1880,  aged  eighty  }'ears.  L.  B.  Elliot 
was  appointed  deacon  in  1890. 
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A  Congregational  church  was  organized  January  8,  1826,  composed 
of  some  of  the  best  famiHes  in  town.  Three  different  ministers  preaclied 
to  them  one-fourtli  of  the  time  for  a  few  years,  but  the  society  is  long 
since  extinct. 

In  1850  three  former  members  formed  a  Methodist  class,  and  from 
this  small  beginning  of  three  sprang  the  present  church,  the  largest  in 
town.  The  society  owns  a  neat  and  tasty  parsonage,  built  at  Bingham- 
ville  in  the  summer  of  1890,  on  land  donated  by  R.  T.  Bingham,  and 
near  his  own  residence. 

A  Freewill  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  the  summer  of  185  i,  with 
John  Smith  as  deacon.     Its  death  came  soon  after. 

A  Union  church,  the  beauty  of  which  was  freedom  from  creeds, 
covenants,  and  sectarianism,  was  organized  here  in  1833,  t>y  Rev.  Mr. 
Truair,  a  former  Congregational  minister.  It  was  formed  mostly  of 
members  of  the  Congregational  church,  and  was  short-lived  indeed. 

PJiysiciaus. — The  first  physician  to  locate  in  I'letcher  was  Sanford 
Fmery  in  1827.^  He  was  followed  by  Drs.  Swain,  Hatch,  and  John- 
son until  1838,  when  Dr.  Cassander  Ide  came  and  remained  three  years. 
Tl;.en  followed  Drs.  Drew,  Benedict,  and  Andrew  Parsons.  In  1849 
C.  F.  Hawley  began  practice  and  married  here;  he  remained  nine  years, 
and  then  removed  to  Fairfax.  Dr.  Andrews,  from  Massachusetts,  next 
came,  but  was  soon  succeeded  by  Sylvester  Wilson,  of  Fairfax,  who 
died  April  6,  1866,  when  Enoch  W.  Kent,  of  Panton,  began  practice 
♦  here  and  remained  one  year.  Darwin  H.  Roberts,  hom(jeopathist,  of 
■  Underbill,  came  and  stayed  four  years.  In  1871  IMelburn  S.  Briggs  left 
North  Hyde  Park  after  a  short  practice  and  came  here.  He  had  an  in- 
creasing business,  both  in  this  and  adjoining  towns,  being  eminently 
successful  in  acute  and  some  chronic  diseases.  Dr.  Briggs  moved  to 
Nebraska  in  September,  1885.  Dr.  D.  C.  Downing,  an  excellent  young 
man  and  able  ph)'sician,  came  next,  stayed  one  year,  then  left,  and  is  now 
city  physician  of  Manchester,  N.  PI.  H.  E.  Bogue,  M.D.,  next  came, 
stayed  eight  months,  and  moved  to  New  Haven.  The  present  physi- 
cian. Dr.  W.  R.  Morrow,  has  been  here  but  a  short  time. 

Six  of  Fletcher's  sons  have  acquired  the  title  of  M.D.,  and  six  more 
have  been  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  no  one  of  the  legal  profession  ever 
located  in  town. 
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AIerchajits.—](^r'c\\\  Willoughby  opened  the  first  store  in  town  in  1820. 
It  was  kept  in  his  dweUing  liouse  on  the  farm  now'^^owned  by  O.  G.  Car- 
penter. He  kept  a  tavern  in  the  same  house,  which  was  l^nown  to  trav- 
elers as  the  Willoiighby  House.  In  tliose  days  tlie  travel  through  La- 
moille Valley  was  all  on  the  road  which  was  earl}^  made  on  tlie  north 
side  of  the  river.  To-day  nearly  all  such  travel  is  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  or  through  another  part  of  Fletcher. 

Levi  Carlton  and  Lucas  Lathrop  opened  a  small  store  at  the  Center 
in  1825.  This  was  kept  later  by  Hiram  Hopkins,  Horton  &  Armington, 
Martin  Armstrong,  and  Safford  Scott. 

]\L  P.  Blair  built  the  store  now  occupied  by  J.  &  J.  M.  T-^obinson  in 
1837.  In  1848  Oel  and  his  son,  E.  O.  Safford,  began  trade  there.  Oel 
died  in  1 86 1,  but  his  son  continued  the  business  until  1 871,  when  he 
sold  out  to  P.  O.  \Vetherbce  and  opened  a  wholesale  store  in  Burling- 
ton, where  he  died  in  18S9.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellect,  but  gave 
liimself  wholly  to  business,  in  which  he  showed  great  acumen.  He  was 
reported  to  have  saved  about  $70,000  while  in  Fletcher.  He  married 
Fannie  Effie  Majors  of  this  town.  P.  O.  Wetherbce  in  turn  sold  out  to 
J.  &  J.  M^>  Robinson,  and  the  business  is  still  kept  up  under  this  name. 

Edgar  M.  Strait  built  a  store  where  the  postoffice  is  no\Y  kept,  and 
began  trade  in  1875,-  his  family  living  in  apartments  over  the  store.  In 
November,  1882,  his  store,  with  most  of  its  contents,  household  good^, 
and  wearing  apparel,  was  burned.  He  went  West  and  is  now  located  in 
Trinidad,  Col.  The  store  was  rebuilt  in  1884  by  L.  A.  Blaisdell,  of 
Cambridge,  who  soon  failed  in  business  and  went  W^est.  H.  N.  Gray, 
of  Cambridge,  now  stocks  the  store  with  feed,  groceries,  etc.,  and  V.  \V. 
Hitchcock,  the  present  postmaster,  attends  to  their  sale,  as  did  ex- Post- 
master L,  C.  Lee. 

Elias  Blair,  jr.,  built  a  store  at  Binghamville  in  1852,  but  this  was 
converted  into  a  dwelling  house  in  1861.  Lovell  Putnam  built  another 
store  just  opposite  the  former  one  at  Binghamville  in  1873.  Not  being 
a  great  success  this  also  was  changed  to  a  dwelling  house.  A  siiiall 
feed  and  grocery  store  is  kept  at  East  Fletcher  at  the  present  time. 

Mill  sites  are  afforded  in  several  places  in  town,  but  as  the  streams 
are  small  few  have  been  utilized,  and  these  not  extensively.  Elisha 
Woodworth  built  the  first  saw-mill  on  Stone's  Brook  where  the  present 
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saw-mill  stands.  From  1831  to  18S4  R.  T.  Bingham  was  proprietor,  when 
he  sold  out  to  E.  K.  Lamb,  the  present  owner.  This  mill  has  a  circular 
saw  and  does  only  custom  work. 

In  1 83 1  John  and  Jesse  Carpenter,  brothers,  built  a  grist-mill  on 
Stone's  Brook  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  J.  B.  Leach  and 
sons,  but  the  stream  proved  too  small  at  that  point,  and  the  enterprise 
was  given  up  after  they  had  received  $roo  bounty  for  building  the  first 
grist-mill.  Forty-five  or  fifty  years  ago  there  was  a  potato  starch  fac- 
tory at  the  Center  on  the  same  stream.  For  several  years  this  factory 
did  a  good  business. 

In  1885  Marco  B.  Hooper  bought  the  sap  bucket  manufactory  of 
Chase  Brothers,  established  at  the  village  called  the  Center  (though  by 
no  means  such  geographically)  about  thirty  years  before,  and  lias  since 
'added  a  wheelwright,  repair,  and  blacksmith  shop.  About  one  mile 
east  of  the  Center  there  was  once  a  tannery  which  did  a  thriving  busi- 
ness and  received  a  fair  patronage.  Forty-five  years  ago  there  was  also 
a  tannery  about  twenty  rods  below  Binghamviile,  run  by  Mr.  Massey, 
and  later  by  Eli  Bell. 

Threcoyears  after  the  first  settlement  the  town  had  a  population  of 
forty-one.  In  1 800  it  was  increased  to  200  and  in  1820  there  were 
about  500  people  living  in  town. 

The  principal  industry  of  the  inhabitants  is  dairying,  stock  raising, 
and  the  making  of  niaplc  sugar.  The  last  named  has  become  a  fine  ai  t, 
and  most  of  the  sugar  orchards  are  now  equipped  with  all  the  modern 
'conveniences  and  improvements,  and  arc  a  source  of  large  incon\e  to 
their  owners.  The  first  postoffice  was  located  at  the  Center  in  1832, 
Elias  Blair,  sr.,  being  postmaster.  The  St.  J.  and  L.  C.  R.  R.  extends 
across  the  eastern  part  of  the  tow^n  with  a  station  at  East  Fletcher.  A 
postoffice  is  kept  in  the  same  building,  with  Charles  N.  Morse  as  post- 
master and  station  agent. 

Pe/sojui/  Sketches. —  Norman  F.  Wood,  born  in  hletcher,  November  4, 
1833.  ^^'^-"^  earnest  scholar  and  teacher,  attended  school  at  Johnson, 
married  Sarah  J.  I>each,  of  Fletcher,  and  went  to  the  state  of  Georgia 
as  teacher  for  four  yeai:3.  Returning  he  attended  the  New  Hampton 
Institute  at  Fairfax,  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S59,  and 
located  in  Bakersfield.     He  was  recruiting  officer  through  the  Rebellion, 
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elected  state's  attorney  in  1863,  county  senator  in  1864,  and  died  of  con- 
sumption April,  1865,  aged  thirty- one  years.  He  left  a  young  daugh- 
ter who  afterwards  married  Rev.  H.  Worthing,  of  Bakersfield. 

Vernon  D.  Rood  was  born  in  Fletcher,  April  20,  1842  ;  educated  in 
the  common  schools  and  New  Hampton  Institute,  Fairfax  ;  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Second  Vermont  Volunteers,  wounded  at  Savage  Station, 
taken  to  Libby  prison,  released  on  parole  after  four  weeks,  transfei-red  to 
Invalid  Reserve  Corps,  and  served  as  wardmaster.  After  the  war  he 
studied  medicine  at  the  U.  V.  M.  C,  graduating  in  1867.  He  was  super- 
intendent of  public  schools  in  Fletcher  in  1865,  and  represented  the  town 
in  the  legislature  of  1867.  He  began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  North 
Hyde  Park  in  1868,  and  removed  to  Anita,  Iowa,  in  1870.  He  built  the 
first  drug  store  of  the  town,  and  was  very  prominent  in  its  secular  and 
religious  growth.  Mr.  Is-ood  again  removed,  to  San  Diego,  Cal.,  in 
1886.  He  married  Sarah  C.  A^oorhees,  of  White  House,  N.  J.,  June  26, 
1868. 

Leroy  Mom'oe  Bingham,  born  in  Fletcher,  April  10,  1845,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  at  Johnson,  Stowe,  and  New  Hampton  Institute, 
Fairfax.  Fie  enlisted  in  Company  FI,  Second  Vermont  Volunteers, 
when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  served  three  )'ears.  He  studied  medicine 
at  the  U.  V.  M.  C,  and  with  Dr.  J.  H.  Richardson,  of  VVinooski,  receiv- 
ing-his  diploma  in  June,  1870.  He  practiced  medicine  in  Stowe  four 
years  and  removed  to  Burlington.  In  1876  he  was  commissioned  as- 
sistant surgeon  of  the  National  Guards  of  \^ermont,  promoted  to  sjr- 
geon  in'  1878,  and  surgeon-general  with  rank  of  brigadier- general  in 
1880.  This  last  appointment  was  by  Governor  Farnham,  Governor 
Barstow  re-appointing  him  in  1882.  Dr.  Bingham  has  served  several 
years  as  secretary  of  the  Chittenden  County  Medical' Society  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Burlington  Medical  and  Surgical  Club,  attending  sur- 
geon to  the  Mary  Fletcher  Hospital,  and  is  one  of  the  board  of  pension 
examiilers.  He  was  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the  IMedical  School  at 
Burlington  from  1876  to  '79,  and  instructor  of  anatomy  and  surgery  in 
the  preparatory  course  of  the  same  school  for  the  same  years.  In  1882 
he  was  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  Vermont  Medical  Society.  He 
married  Alma  'M.  Edwards,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  February  22,  1871. 

Military. — Fletcher  ranks  well  among  her  sister  towns  in  patriotism, 
having  furnished  three  commissioned  officers  and  sixty-seven  enlisted 
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men  during  the  late  war.  Of  these,  the  eighth  sch9ol  district  furnished 
twenty,  two  of  whom  were  first  Heutenants  and  two 'more  were  promoted 
to  corporals.  Two  in  the  same  district  paid  commutation  money  and  one 
hired  a  substitute.  There  were  also  many  natives  of  Fletcher  living  else- 
where who  cheerfully  enlisted. 

The  proprietors  of  Fletcher  were  obliged  to  pay  eight  pounds  ten 
shillings  per  right  for  their  lands.  In  1794  the  town  lines  were  changed 
by  an  a'ct  of  the  legislature.  In  November,  1797,  a  land  tax  was  levied 
upon  the  town;  also  October  27  and  29,  179S,  and  October  30,  1804,  an 
assessment  of  two  and  a  half  cents  per  acre  was  made.  In  October, 
1804,  an  assessment  of  three  cents  per  acre  was  made  for  repairing  the 
post  road  leading  through  the  town,  not  less  than  one-third  or  more  than 
one-half  of  the  sum  raised  to  be  expended  in  repairs.  Also  in  compli- 
ance with  a  petition  from  h'^letcher  in  October,  181 1,  for  land  tax,  two 
cents  per  acre  was  levied.  October  26,  1827,  an  assessment  of  four 
cents  on  each  acre  was  made.  In  November,  183  I,  the  justices  of  the 
peace  for  Fletcher  were  appointed  b\'  a  joint  committee  of  both  houses 
of  the  state  legislature. 

.  Fletcher  has  a  remarkable  natural  curiosity  in  the  form  of  a  large 
cave,  havinf^  an  entrance  on  a  hillside  just  north  of  Metcalf  Pond.  The 
entrance,  near  the  base  of  the  hill,  is  narrow  but  high  ;  quite  level  and 
smooth  for  several  rods,  when  an  opening  at  the  right  leads  down  twelve 
feet  into  an  apartment  having  a  level  floor,  the  room  being  twelve  or 
fifteen  feet  square.  From  this  are  openings  into  other  apartments  on 
the  same  level,  anel  others  still  lower  down.  But  as  it  has  never  been 
fully  explored  no  minute  idea  of  it  can  be  given..  It  is  supposed  by 
many  that  a  fugitive  from  justice  was  once  kept  concealed  in  this  cave 
for  several  days,  being  supplied  with  food  by  friends. 

Tozi'/i  Rc/rcs€jitaf i:rs. -^D^md  B3.\ley,  1797;  Lemuel  Scott,  1798- 
1803;  John  Wheeler,  1S04;  Lemuel  Scott,  1805,  1808-09,  1811,  1813; 
John  Wheeler,  1806-07;  Iveuben  Armstrong,  iSiO,  1815,  1817,  1S26; 
Joseph  Robinson,  1812;  Nathan  Holmes,  1814;  Daniel  Bailey,  1816; 
Zerah  Willough.by,  1818,  1820,  1822-23;  Ira  Scott,  1 821  (refused  to 
serve),  1831;  Flias  Bla[r,  sr.,  1824-25;  Elias  Bingham,  sr.,  1827; 
Ira  Armstrong,  1S2S,  1830,  1833-34;  Ira  Scott,  1 831;  Guy  Kinsley, 
1832,  1835-36,  1850-51;  John  Kinsley,  jr.,  1837-38,  1840;  Howard 
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Watkins,  1839;  Ebenezer  Bailey,  1S41  ;  Joseph  Ellsworth,  1842-43;  Lu- 
cas Holmes,  1844,  1846;  Joseph  King,  1847-48/;  none  in  1849;  Hor- 
ace Stearns,  1853;  Reuben  Armstrong-,  2d,  1854-55;  Luther  Wells, 
1856-57,  i860;  R.  T.  Bingham,  1858-59;  E.  O.  SalTord,  1861-62; 
Amos  E.  Parker,  1863-64;  Loren  Blaisdell,  1865-66;  Vernon  D.  Rood, 
1867;  "Honest"  John  Kingsley,  1868-69;  none  in  1870;  B.  E.  Bing- 
ham, 1872;  C.  B.  Parsons,  1874;  Albert  Parsons,  1876;  Cephas  Kings- 
ley,  187S;  Peter  McGettrick,  1880;  Elias  Ellsworth,  1882;  S.  C.  Shep- 
ardson,  1884;  John  Brush,  1886;  John  Parsons,  1888;  G.  G.Taylor, 


HE  town  of  Montgomery  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of 


P'^ranklin  count}',  in  latitude  44  degrees  52  minutes,  and  longitude 
,4  degrees  23  minutes.  When  first  chartered  it  contained  23,040  acres, 
or  thirty-six  square 'miles  ;  but  in  1858  some  7,000  acres  were  added  on 
the  south'"'from  the  town  of  Lowell,  in  Orleans  county,  and  Avery's 
Gore,  in  Franklin  county,  and  it  is  now  bounded  north  by  Richford, 
east  b)' Westfield  and  Lowell  in  Orleans  county,  south  by  Avery's  Gore 
and  Belvidere  and  Eden  in  Lamoille  county,  and  west  by  Enosburgh 
and  Avery's  Gore.  The  act  of  the  legislature  in  1858,  setting  portions 
of  the  town  of  Lowell  and  Avery's  Gore  to  the  town  of  Montgomery, 
was  ratified  by  the  voters  of  the  towns  of  Montgomery  and  Lowell, 
respectively,  at  their  town  meeting  in  ]\Larch,  1859.-  The  town  was 
not  chartered  until  October,  1789,  though  it  was  granted  March  13, 
1780,  to  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Rev.  Ezra  Stiles,  Rev.  John  Graham, 
Rev.  Da.nicl  Farrand,  Rev.  Ammi  R.  Robbins,  Rev.  Judah  Champion, 
Rev.  Abel  Newel,  Peter  Starr,  Rev.  Hezekiah  Gould,  Rev.  Noble  Ever- 
ett, Rev.' Jonathan  Edwards,  Rev.  Buckley  Olcott,  Rev.  David  Perry, 
Rev.  Joseph  Strong,  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  William 
Gould,  Thomas  Ives^  Pierpont  Edwards,  Josiah  Fowler,  l\Ioses  Sey- 
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mour,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Alexander  W'olcott,  Andrew  Adams,  jr.,  Nathan 
Hart,  William  Burrell,  Seth  Smith,  James  Barlo\v,''john  A.  Dibble,  Elir 
jah  Burr,  Aaron  Barlow,  Seth  Sheldon,  Giles  Pettibone,  Comfort  Sage, 
Asa  Smith,  Jonas  Fay,  John  Hnrlburt,  Nathaniel  Gridley,  Enos  Mun- 
son,  Seth  Lee,  Elijah  Hurlburt,  Reuben  Atwater,  Russell  Atwater, 
Thaddeus  Bradley,  Ezra  Stiles,  jr.,  Isaac  Stiles,  Ebenezer  Fisk,  Solomon 
Fisk,  John  Foot,.  John  A.  Foot,  William  L.  Foot,  Matthew  Griswold, 
John  Tainter,  Elisha  Burton,  Ebenezer  Brewster,  Sarah  Fisk,  Ruth  Fisk, 
Joshua' Smith,  Hannah  Clarlc,  Ira  Allen,  John  Fassett,  jr.,  together  with 
five  equal  shares  to  be  disposed  of  for  public  uses  in  manner  following: 
One  equal  share  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  a  college  within  this  state  ; 
one  full  share  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  county  grammar  schools 
throughout  this  state  ;  one  equal  share  for  the  first  settled  minister  of 
the  gospel  in  said  town;  one  full  share  for  the  sujipoit  of  the  ministry 
in  said  town;  and  one  full  share  for  the  benefit  and  support  of  an  Eng- 
lish school  or  schools  in  said  town. 

The  conditions  were  that  each  proprietor  of  said  town  of  IMontgom- 
ery,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  should  plant  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land  and 
build  a  house  at  least  eighteen  feet  square  on  the  floor,  or  have  one 
family  settled  on  each  respective  light  or  share  of  land  in  said  town, 
within  the  .'.erm  of  three  years  from  the  time  the  outlines  of  said  tOAvn 
were  survej^ed,  on  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  each  respective  right  of 
land  in  said  town,  not  so  settled  and  improv^^d  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
same  to  revert  to  the  freemen  of  this  state  to  be  by  their  representatives 
regranted.  to  such  pei  sons  as  should  appear  to  cultivate  the  same.  When 
surveyed 'the  town  \\-as  divided  into  three  divisio'is,  first,  second,  and 
third,  and  each  original  proprietor  given  a  lot  in  each  division.  The  first 
and  second  division  lots  were  supposed  to  contain  i6o_acres  each,  while 
those  of  the  third  division  contained  onh^  about  thirty- seven  acres  each. 

The  town  is  quite  mountainous  and  broken,  but  a  narrow  and  fertile 
valley  extends  through  the  town  from  its  northwest  corner,  running  in 
a  southeasterly  course,  to  the  center  of  the  town,  thence  nearly  in  a  di- 
rect southerly  course  to  Aver}''s  Gore.  The  terms  North,  East,  and 
W'est  Hills,  and  Notch  road  are  respectively  used  to  designate  certain 
hilly  and  geographical  portions  of  the  town.  The  south  branch  of 
Trout  River  rises  in  Avery's  Gore,  flows  northerly  to  near  the  center 
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of  the  town,  where  it  unites  with  the  east  branch,  which  rises  in  the  town 
of  W'estfield,  and  flows  thence  in  a  northwesterly  course  and  into  jM.is- 
sisquoi  River  in  Berkshire,  some  seven  miles  distant.  The  main  tribu- 
taries of  Trout  River  are  Mill  Brook,  flo^^'inf^  frorn  North  Hill  and  unit- 
ing Avith  it  near  Montgomery  village,  and  South  Brook',  flowing  from 
West  Hill  and  uniting  with  Trout  River  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below 
the  village.  These  streams  in  earlier  da)'s  were  abundantly  supplied 
witli  trout,  though  now  very  small  and  scarce. 

The  first  permanent  settler  in  the  town  of  IMontgomery  was  Captain 
Joshua  Clapp,  a  Revolutionary  officer  of  respectabilit}-,  who  with  his 
family  moved  from  Worcester  county,  Mass.,  in  the  spring  of  1793. 
He  took  up  and  settled  upon  a  large  tract,  of  land  lying  on  both  sides 
of  Trout  River,  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the  town,  and  land  now 
owned  by  Alfred  Combs,  J.  ]l.  Martin,  A.  G.  Watkins,  F.  F.  Rav/son, 
W.  S.  Dingman,  B,  H.  Fuller,  Samuel  flead,  and  P.  J.  Hayes.  His  first 
house  was  of  logs,  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  J.  B.  Martin,  nearly  southwest  of  his  present  dwelling.  In  this  house 
the  first  white  child  was  born  in  town,  and  the  first  town  meeting  held. 
The  house  now  standing  on  this  farm  was  the  first  frame  house  built  in 
town,  and  was  erected  by  Captain  Clapp,  and  is  now  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  being  a  two- story  hip- roofed  building  of  good  size.  Tn 
about- the  year  1795  Hon.  Samuel  Ikmnard  (a  brother  of  the  mother  of 
Captain  Clapp),  Reuben  Clapp,  and  James  Upham  moved  into -town  from 
Alassachusetts,  and  were  the  immediate  successors  of  Captain  Clapp, 
with  the  exception  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Collar,  who  came  to  town 
and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  John  L  Clapp,  on  a  hilly  por- 
tion east  of  J.  L.  Clapp's  residence,  and  that  locality  is  now  designated 
Collar  Hill.  He,  however,  remained  only  a  short  time.  Judge  I^arnard 
settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Charles  P.  Clapp  ;  Reuben  Clapp  on 
the  one  now  owned  by  John  L.  Clapp;  and  INlr.  Upham  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  grandson,  James  Upham  ;  wliich  last  two  farms  hai'e  alwa\'s 
remained  in  the  families  of  their  respective  descendants.  Soon  after  this 
date  Stephen  and  Jonathan  Gates,  Seth,  John,  and  Jockton  Goodspeed, 
Jonaii.  and  Zebulon  Thomas,  Daniel  l^arrows,  Samuel  Lusk,  Jonahdab 
Johnson,  Robert  Martin,  and  others,  maini}-  from  Massachusetts,  moved 
into  town.    There  also  came  with  Judge  Barnard,  as  a  servant  in  his 
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family,  a  mulatto  by  the  name  of  Shem  Wood,  a  man  of  principle  and 
respectability. 

July  27,  1802,  a  petition  was  drawn  and  presented  to  Jonathan  Janes, 
esq.,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  callin^^  on  the  inhabitants  to  meet  and  choose 
town  officers  at  such  time  and  place  as  said  justice  should  think  proper. 
This  petition  was  signed  by  Joshua  Clapp,  James  Upham,  Samuel  Bar- 
nard, jr.,  Phineas  Swan,  Adonijah  Pratt,  Eli  J^arber,  Elijah  Earned, 
Henry  Marble,  Eevi  Crook,  Trajan  Richmond,  Sheiirjoshub*'Goodspeed, 
Steplien  Gates,  Jockton  Goodspecd,  Parsons  Cook,  and  Shem  W^ood. 
By  direction  of  the  said  justice  the  freemen  met  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Joshua  Clapp,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  on  August  12,  1802,  for 
the  purpose  of  choosing  officers  in  pursuance  of  the  petition.  At  said 
time  and  place  Jonathan  Janes,  esq,,  presided,  and  the  following  officers 
were  chosen  :  Samuel  Barnard,  town  clerk  ;  James  Upham,  PLlijali  Ear- 
ned, and  Stephen  Gates,  selectmen ;  Joshua  Clapp,  town  treasurer;  Tra- 
jan Richmond,  James  Upham,  Jockton  Goodspeed,  listers;  Trajan 
Richmond,  constable.  Of  these  early  settlers  .Samuel  I^arnard,  jr.,  was 
a  son  of  Samuel  Barnard,  and  resided  with  him  ;  Phineas  Swan  settled 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  Phineas  B.  Swan  ;  Eli  Barber 
came  here  and  remained  only  a  short  time;  Elijali  Earned  settled  on 
the  faim  now  ow^ned  by  Edward  Pratt  ;  Henry  AEirble  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  George  E.  Clapp,  and  his  first  dwelling,  a  log  house, 
was  located  just  below  a  large  willow  tree  now  standing  on  the  bank  of 
Trout  River,  and  where  the  river  channel  now  flows.  Eevi  Crook  settled 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Parks  farm.  Stephen  Gates  settled  on  what  is 
now  called  the  William  Peck  farm,  owned  by  F.  E.  Goodspeed.  Mr. 
Gates  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  built  the  large  two-story  man- 
sion at  East  Berkshire,  now  owned  by  Hon.  Homer  E.  Royce.  Trajan 
Richmond  lived  near  the  village,  and  gave  the  old  burying-ground  site 
to  the  town,  and  was  the  first  person  buried  in  it,  having  been  drowned 
late  in  the  year  i  802. 

The  first  freeman's  meeting  was  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Reu- 
ben Clapp,  September  7,  1802,  and  sixteen  votes  v.  ere  cast  for  state  offi- 
cers. At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  May  9,  1803,  "  The  committee  on 
business  of  procuring  a  burying  ground  report  in  favor  of  a  spot  on 
which  Trajan' Richmond  was  buried,  to  contain  five  rods,  b}'  four,  which 
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report  was  accepted.  The  town  agreed  to  meet  on  the  ground  on  the 
2d  Monday  in  June  to  clear  tlie  land,"  etc.  The  warning  for  the  annual 
town  meeting  for  March  13,  1S09,  among  other  things  contained  the  fol- 
lowing article  :  "  6th.  To  inquire  for  what  purpose  a  military  force  is  sta- 
tioned amongst  us  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  inquire  by  what  authority 
armed  men  are  allowed  to  parade  our  streets  in  the  night  time,  to  break 
open  our  houses,  barns,  etc.,  without  the  consent  of  the  owners,  and 
without  having  a  legal  warrant  for  that  purpose." 

At  said  meeting  Henry  Marble,  Joshua  Clapp,  and  James  Upham 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  resolutions  on  said  article,  and 
this  committee  prepared  and  submitted  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  privilege  as  well  as  the  duty  of  freemen  at 
all  times  candidly  to  examine  the  measures  of  government,  that  as  our 
rulers  are  responsible  to  the  people  \\  the  people  neglect  to  call  them  to 
account,  all  re5i:)onsibility  ceases  therefore,  although  we  discard  the  idea 
of  legislating  in  town  meeting,  yet,  in  the  present  alarming  state  of  our 
national  concerns,  we  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  publicly  to  express  our 
sentiments  on  the  late  measures  of  our  national  government,  and  that  in 
our  opinion  the  late  act  to  enforce  the  embargo,  which  was  approved  by 
the  President  on  the  9th  of  January  last,  is  in  its  nature  odious  and  op- 
pressive, and  its  provisions  are  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  subversive  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  Union  ;  that  we  can  see  no  necessity  for  a  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  so  numerous  and  expensive  as  the  one  raised  by  the  late 
act  of  Corjgrcss.  Large  standing  armies  have  been  considered  as  the 
bane  of  republics  ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  firm,  spirited,  and  digni- 
fied sentiments  which  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  minority 
in  Congress  expressed  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  of  which  we  feel  con- 
strained thus  modestl}'  to  complain  ;  that  while  we  are  thus  compelled 
to  express  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  impartiality  of  our 
national  government,  we  would  discountenance  every  attempt  to  dis- 
turb the  public  peace,  and  highly  recommend  all  classes  of  people  to 
preserve  tranquility,  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  cherish  the  union 
of  these  United  States,  and  only  in  a  constitutional  manner  to  seek  re- 
dress of  their  grievances,  maintain  and  defend  their  liberty,  and  secure 
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the  blessings  of  independence  so  dearly  bought  and  sealed  with  blood. 


Article  second  of  the  warning  for  a  town  meeting  December  6,  i8i  I, 
called  at- the  dwelling  house  of  James  Upham,  reads  as  follows:  "To  see 
if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the  one  cent  tax  granted  by  the  legislature 
for  the  use  of  schools,  in  grain  or  produce."  At  said  meeting  the  fol- 
lowing action  was  taken  on  said  article  :  *'  Voted,  That  the  one  cent  tax- 
may  be  paid  in  good,  merchantable  wheat  or  Indian  corn,  at  the  mar- 
ket price,  which  shall  be  regulated  by  the  selectmen  in  case  of  dispute." 

We  find  the  following  record  relating  to  a  highway  through  Hazen's 


•'This  may  certify  that  the  committee  appointee!  by  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Vermont  at  their  October  session  at  Montpelier  in  a.  D. 
1820,  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  market  road  from  the  mouth  of  Wells 
River  in  Newbury,  through  the  counties  of  Caledonia  and  Orleans  to 
the  north  line  of  Berkshire,  have  examined  the  present  traveled  road 
through  the  town  of  Montgomery  leading  through  Hazen's  Notch  by 
Lusk's  tavern,  and  Fassett's,  Samuel  Barnard's,  and  Henry  N.  Janes's, 
and  have  established  the  same  as  a  part  of  said  market  road,  except  a 
small  alteration  on  the  Thomas  Hill,  so-called,  beginning  at  a  large 
stump  on  east  side  of  said  hill,  on  the  foot  of  the  same  the  south  side 
of  the  present  traveled  road,  from  thence  run  north  sixty-six  degrees 
west,  twenty-two  rods  to  a  stake  at  top  sd  hill,  north  nineteen  rods  to 
said  traveled  road.  Said  alteration  is  laid  out  four  rods  wide,  with 
'the  foregoing  return  in  the  center  of  the  present  traveled  road  against 
said  alteration  hereb)'  set  over  to  the  owner  of  the  land  took  for  said 
alteration. 


Before  the  advent  of  railroads  in  Northern  Vermont  this  highway  was 
much  used  by  the  people  of  Northeastern  Vermont  in  the  winter  season, 
who  transported  their  produce,  butter,  and  cheese  to  Montreal,  and 
brought  back  on  their  return  mainly  salt  and  fish,  which  they  received 
in  exchange  for  their  produce  at  that  market.  It  was  Over  this  road, 
also,  that  the  first  mail  route  was  established,  and  the  mail  was  for  many 
years  carried  by  an  individual  on  horseback;  and  the  North  Star,  a 
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weekly  newspaper  then  printed  at  Danville,  was  about  the  only  news 
periodical  taken  by  any  of  the  citizens  for  some  years,  and  even  then  only 
a  very  few  could  afford  the  expense  of  that  amount  of  reading  matter. 

The  first  highway  that  led  into  Montgomery  village  then  ran  from  the 
Samuel  Head  bridge,  so  called,  easterly  through  the  meadow  and  pas- 
ture of  C.  P.  Clapp  ;  thence  past  the  present  residence  of  J.  L.  Clapp  to 
the  village.  The  first  highway  leading  to  West  Mill,  so  called,  crossed 
the  mill-pond  in  the  village  and  led  up  the  hill  through  the  A.  S.  Sam- 
son sugar  place,  and  came  out  to  the  present  road  near  the  residence  of 
II.  W.  Watkins.  Other  roads  have  been  changed  materially  from  their 
first  survey,  as  they  then  invariably  ran  on  the  ridges  or  higher  portions 
of  land  to  avoid  wet  and  then  impassable  places. 

Villages. — The  town  contains  two  small  but  very  pretty  villages  of 
about  250  inhabitants  each: 

Montgomery,  a  post  village,  is  located  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town,  five  miles  from  the  railroad  station  at  East  Berkshire  on  the  Mis- 
sisquoi  Raih'oad  ;  it  contains  two  churches  (Episcopal  and  Methodist), 
two  good  country  stores  owned  by  C,  S.  Parker  and  J.  Robb,  a  drug 
store,  tin  shop,  two  blacksmith  shops,  one  grist  and  two  saw-mills, 
and  a  bobbin  factory.  There  was  erected  here  the  past  season  one  of 
the  finest  district  school  buildings  to  be  found  in  Northern  Vermont. 
The  main  building  is  32  x  64  feet,  with  a  tower  12  x  20  projecting  in 
front.  The  lower  floor  contains  two  large,  well-lighted,  commodious 
school  rooms,  with  a  hallway  between  for  hanging  the  scholars'  outside 
apparel.  On  the ^ upper  floor  is  a  fine  and  commodious  public  hall. 
There  is  a  cellar  under  the  entire  building,  with  a  good  furnace  to  warm 
the  whole  edifice.  The  whole  was  built  at  an  expense  of  about  $3,500, 
and  is  an  ornament  as  well  as  a  credit  to  the  village  and  school  district. 

Montgomery  Center,  a  post  village  near  the  center  of  the  town,  con- 
tains Congregational,  Advent,  Baptist,  and  Roman  Catholic  churches, 
the  last  two  having  parsonages  connected  with  them  ;  also  two  stores, 
a  good  hotel,  tin  shop,  grist-mill  and  saw-mill,  and  a  good  school  build- 
ing. There  are.  also  small  villages  about  the  butter  tub  factories  of 
William  H.  Stiles  &  Co.,  J.  C.  Hutchins,  and  Goodspeed  &  Daigle,  with 
general  stores  to  supply  their  employees. 

There  are  no  minerals  or  quarries  of  any  material  value  in  town,  but 
the  hilly  portions  were  heavily  wooded  with  spruce  timber  so  that  lum- 
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bering  and  the  manufacture  of  butter  tubs  form  the  chief  industries  of 
the  town  at  the  present  day.  The  manufacture  of  bobbins  has  recently 
begun  here,  and  bids  fair  to  become  a  leading  industry. 

McDiufactiires. — The  butter  tub  industry  began  to  attract  attention 
in  this  town  about  the  years  1842  to  1844,  then  being,  figuratively 
speaking,  in  its  infancy,  not  only  in  this  town  and  state,  but  in  other 
states  as  well  ;  and  packages  in  which  butter  was  transported  to  market 
were  crude,  without  uniformity  and  in  scant  supply,  and  second-hand 
flour  barrels  and  other  loosely  constructed  receptacles  were  used  for 
storing  and  packing  butter,  when  the  weather  was  cool  enough  to  admit 
of  it;  and  the  50  or  100-pound  firkin  or  hand- made  shaved  tub  could 
not  be  obtained  from  the  cooper.  The  ash  firkin  and  hand-made 
spruce  tub  manufactured  by  the  coopers  in  those  days  were  not  inferior 
for  practical  use  to  the  turned  \vork  that  superceded  it.  Previous  to 
1844  sap  buckets  were  manufactured  in  this  town  and  elsewhere  from 
sawed  staves,  and  in  this  town  were  so  made  by  Joseph  Hutchins  and 
Dudley  Roberts  in  a  building  adjoining  the  old  grist-mill  at  the  village. 
The  staves,  being  matched  by  hand,  were  tlien  set  up  in  a  truss  hoop 
thrust  on  a  revolving  drum,  fitting  the  inside  of  the  bucket,  and  snioothed 
outside  with  a  concave  plane,  and  to  a  limited  extent  smoothed  on  the 
inside  with  a  convex  hand  plane.  This,  however,  being  a  slow  process, 
and  not  up  to  the  demand  of  the  times  and  trade,  the  idea  of  making 
buckets  and  butter  tubs  on  the  patent  turned  pail  principle  then  in  ex- 
tensive use  in  Massachusetts  and  Southern  New  Hampshire  was  re- 
garded as  feasible,  and  the  first  persons  to  engage  in  the  business  on 
that  principle  in  this  town,  and  probably  in  the  state,  were  Asa  Wheeler 
and  Joseph  Hutchins,  Mr.  Hutchins  being  then  a  hand  cooper  and,  as 
he  then  expressed  it,  "  tired  of  fishing  with  a  pin  hook."  Mr.  Wheeler 
furnished  the  capital  for  this  new  departure,  and  Mr.  Hutchins  the  mus- 
cle and  perseverance.  The  first  skilled  workman  employed  was  Luther 
Hendrix,  who  had  previously  been  an  employee  in  the  patent  wooden  pail 
business  in  Massachusetts.  Their  manufacturing  plant  was  established 
on  the  site  now  owned  by  A.  W.  Dow  and  utilized  as  a  furniture  manu- 
factory. Their  manufactory  was  scarcel)'  completed  when  a  disastrous 
flood  swept  away  their  dam  and  seriously  damaged  their  building. 
About  this  time  the  senior  member  of  this  firm,  Mr.  Wheeler,  died,  and 
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but  little  if  anything- was  done  to  repair  damages  till  near  the  fall  of  1845, 
when  Hutchins  made  an  arrangement  for  the  purchase  of  this  property, 
and  Hon.  William  H.  Stiles  became  associated  with  him  in  the  business, 
which  they  carried  on  for  a  few  years,  and  established  what  was  then  con- 
sidered quite  an  extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of  butter  tubs,  sap 
buckets,  and  cheese  boxes.  At  that  time  the  demand  for  these  articles  was 
confined  mainly  to  Franklin  county  and  two  or  three  of  the  border  towns 
in  Canada.  Messrs.  Hutchins  &  Stiles  were  succeeded  b}'  Frederick 
Hull  and  Charles  Woodward,  who  carried  on  business  for  a  few  years 
and  were  then  succeeded  by  the  Hendrix  brothers,  James  Woodard,  and 
Ishmael  Comstock,  respectively.  In  185  I,  the  demand  for  uniform  and 
clean  looking  spruce  butter  tub  packages  being  decidedly  on  the  in- 
crease, other  manufactories  began  to  be  established,  not  only  in  this 
town,  but  in  other  sections  of  the  countiy.  Among  those  in  this  town 
was  one  on  the  site  of  the  factory  now  owned  by  J.  C.  Hutchins,  which  was 
commenced  by  Hon.  William  H.  Stiles  in  the  fall  of  1851,  but  not  com- 
pleted until  the  sumnier  of  1 85 2,  when  John  D.  Moore  and  Aaron  Gates 
became  associated  with  Mr.  Stiles  in  the  business.  Afterwards  Joseph 
Hutchins  and  J.  B.  Lunibra  were  partners  with  Mr.  Stiles  in  the  busi- 
ness at  this  place.  J.  C.  Hutchins,  the  present  owner,  bought  this 
property  about  the  year  1866,  and  continued  to  run  the  business  here 
until -1 876,  or  thereabouts,  when  his  factory  was  burned.  He  immedi- 
ately rebuilt,  and  has  now  one  of  the  largest  and  best  establishments  of 
the  kind  to  be  found.  The  products  from  this  factory  have  always 
sustained  a  reputation  for  first-class  goods  in  the  markets.  This  factory 
has  a  capacity  of  making  from  1,000  to  1,500  tubs  per  day. 

The  mill  and  butter  tub  factory  at  r^Iontgomery  Center,  now  owned 
by  the  W.  H.  Stiles  Co.,  was  commenced  in  1867  by  N.  \V.  Clapp  and 
S.  S.  Wilber.  Mr.  Clapp  soon  after  died,  and  J.  B.  Lumbra  became  a 
partner  with  Mr.  Wilber  in  the  business  for  a  year  or  two,  when  Wilber 
sold,  his  interest  to  John  Campbell,  and  they  continued  in  business  a 
short  time,  when  Lumbra  sold  his  interest  to  Campbell  and  the  latter 
took  in  his  son,  H.  W.  Campbell,  as  partner,  and  the  firm  name  then 
became  John  Campbell  &  Son.  Subsequently  A.  B.  Nelson  and  A.  G. 
Bradish  became  members  of  the  firm  and  the  name  was  changed  to 
John  Campbell  &  Co.    In   1876  John  Campbell  sold  his  interest  to 
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F.  M.  Sherman,  and  the  firni  name  was  changed  to  Sherman,  Bradish 
&  Co.  In  1884  Sherman  and  Bradish  sold  their  interests,  and  William 
H.  Stiles  bought  in  and  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Nelson,  and  the 
name  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  William  H.  Stiles  &  Co.,  and  so 
remains,  although  Charles  T;  Hall  is  now  a  copartner  in  the  concern. 
This  factory  has  been  and  now  is  among  the  leading  butter  tub  factories 
in  the  country,  and  for  the  past  five  years  has  kept  three  lathes  in  oper- 
ation, each  turning  from  300  to  600  tubs  daily. 

The  factory  now  occupied  by  F.  L.  Goodspeed  and  Hector  Daigle 
began  the  making  of  butter  tubs  about  the  year  1878,  and  wa^  then 
owned  by  J.  B.  Lumbra,  who  sold  out  in  1882  to  his  son  Harvey  and 
son-in-law,  A.  A.  Lepper.  Mr.  Lepper  subsequently  sold  his  interest  to 
Harvey  Lumbra,  who  continued  to  operate  the  mill  until  June,  18S8, 
when  a  heavy  freshet  ruined  the  mill,  and,  in  consequence,  its  owner 
was  unable  to  rebuild  and  sold  out.  The  mill  was  again  rebuilt  in  1890, 
refurnished  with  tub  machinery,  and  is  now  doing  a  successful  business. 

Other  parties  have  from  time  to  time  made  butter  tubs  in  town  at 
different  places,  h^or  several  years  H.  E.  Lewis  did  a  flourishing  busi- 
iiess  in  this  line  at  the  mill  in  Montgomery  village,  but  the  three  before 
named  are  all  that  now  continue  the  business.  It  is  said  that  no  t^own 
in  the  state  manufactures  so  large  a  number  of  tubs  per  year  at  the 
present  time  as  does  this. 

In  the  summer  of  18S8  the  first  shop  for  the  manufacture  of  rough 
bobbins,  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  state,  was  established  aU  Black  Falls, 
so  called,  in  this  town,  by  the  firm  name  of  J.  E.  Smith  &  Co.  They 
then 'put  in  seven  turning  and  boring  lathes,  the  capacity  of  which  would 
give  two  car-loads  of  stock  per  week.  August  26,  1889,  the  factory  was 
burned,  and  without  insurance.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  this  factory 
was  rebuilt  on  a  much  larger  scale,  and  with  machinery  for  finishing 
bobbins  and  spools  added.  In  September,  1 889,  the  concern  again  began 
making  bobbins,  and  now  has  machinery  and  facilities  for  making  bobbins 
of  every  description,  such  as  fiy  frame,  slubber  bobbins  and  skewers,  quills, 
quill  filling,  warper  spools,  twister  spools,  worsted  filling,  wool  filling,  etc. 
Tlie  main  shop  is  50x90  feet,  three  stories  high;  south  wing  35  X40,  three 
stories;  westwing  30X  35, four  stories;  dryroom  20x  50,  three  stories;  and 
the  north  dry  rooms  12  x  20,  two  stories  high.    The  buildijig  is  equipped 


J 


I 


Town  of  AIontgomery. 


with  the  Grinnell  system  of  automatic  sprinklers  (260  in  number)  for 
protection  against  fire.  This  concern  lias  almost  an  unlimited  supply  of 
timber,  having  some  2,500  acres  of  heavily  timbered  lands  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  their  mill,  and  will  employ  from  lOO  to  200  hands,  and 
are  filling  orders  for  various  large  factories  at  Providence,  Tawtucket, 
Fall  River,  and  elsewhere.  It  will  also  manufacture  spruce  boards,  and 
clapboards,  and  other  lumber.  Their  land  and  plant  are  valued  at  about 
$100,000. 

Jewett,  Gilbert  &  Co.,. at  Montgomery  village,  manufacture  rough 
bobbins  and  do  an  extensive  business  in  building  and  dimension 
lumber. 

Jewett  Brothers,  on  West  Hill,  do  a  good-  business  in  dimension  and 
building  lumber. 

Hiram  Moftatt  manufactures  largely  clapboards  and  spruce  lumber  of 
all  kinds. 

Currier  &  Lumbra  manufacture  at  their  mill,  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town,  spruce,  hemlock,  and  hardwood  lumber. 

A.  R.  Gates,  at  ^Montgomery  Center,  does  general  custom  sawing, 
and  manufactures  lumber  for  domestic  and  foreign  markets. 

G.  R.  Wade  manuf^ictures  spruce  and  hemlock  shingles  at  his  mill  in 
the  east  part  of  the  town. 

Some  twenty  men  and  teams  are  constantly  required  to  haul  the  pro- 
duct of  these  different  mills  to  the  railroad  station  at  East  Berkshire. 

Town  Clerks. — Samuel  Barnard,  1802  to  May  26,  1804;  Henry  Mar- 
ble, May  26,  1804,  to  1814,  1816-18;  Rufus  Smith,  1S15,  1819-28; 
Luther  Martin,  1829-30;  B.  W.  Fuller,  1831-49  ;  Joshua  Clapp,  1850- 
78;  O.  N.  Kelton,  1879  to  present  time. 

Toivn  Treasurers. — Joshua  Clapp,  1S02-10;  Reuben  Clapp,  181 1~ 
14;  Richard  Smith,  1816-17;  Robert  IMartin,  1818-25;  Luther  Mar- 
tin, 1826-48;  L.  W.  Martin,  1S49;  Jonathan  Gates,  1850;  James  Mar- 
tin, 1S51-52;  D.  H.  Bailey,  1853-54;  O.  L.  Kelton,  1855-67;  O.  N. 
Kelton,  1867,  and  continuously  since. 

Constables. — Trajan  Richmond,  1 802;  James  Upham,  1 803  ;  Eben- 
ezerCross,  1804-05;  Rufus  Smith,  1 806-07  and  '  14;  Ira  Leavens,  1808; 
Jonathan  Kingsley,  1 809;  William  Parks,  1810;  Richard  Smith,  181 1-12; 
Francis  Barnard,  1813;  Daniel  Barrows,  1815;  Henry  N.  Janes,  1816- 
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17;  Luther  Martin,  1818;  S.  B.  Upham,  1819-27;  Russell  S.  Marcy, 
1828-32;  James  Martin,  1833;  Henry  H.  Upham,  1834-36;  Jonathan 
Gates,  1837-46;  A.  S.  Samson,  1847-56  ;  William  H.  Stiles,  1857-59; 
Charles  C.  Martin,  1860-67  ;  George  L.  Clapp,  1867-74  ;  Heman  Hop- 
kins, jr.,  1875-77;  B.  II.  Haile,  1878-80;  H.  O.  Rowley,  1881-85; 
A.  R.  Gates,  1886-87  i'  H.  W.  Coburn,  1888-89;  H.  O.  Rowley,  1890, 
present  incumbent. 

Sclcctvien. — 1802-03,  Joshua  Clapp,  James  Upliain,  Stephen  Gates. 
1804,  Henry  Marble,  Joshua  Clapp,  James  Upham.  1 805,  Joshua  Clapp, 
Henry  Marble,  Rufus  Smith.  1806,  Joshua  Clapp,  Henry  Marble,  James 
Upham.  1807,  James  Upham,  Stephen  Gates,  Seth  Goodspeed.  1808, 
James  Upham,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Henry  Marble.  1809,  J^inies  Upham, 
Seth  Goodspeed,  Ira  Leavens.  18 10,  James  Upham,  Stephen  Gates, 
William  Parks.  18*11,  Rufus  Smith,  Samuel  Lusk,  Jockton  Goodspeed. 
1 81 2,  James  Upham,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Richard  Smith.  18 1 3,  Samuel 
Barnard,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Stephen  Gates.  18 14,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Ste- 
phen Gates,  Rufus  Smith.  i8i5,Seth  Goodspeed,  Stephen  Gates,  Ru- 
fus Smith.  18 16,  Rufus  Smith,  Jockton  Goodspeed,  Samuel  Lusk. 
1 8 17,  Samuej_Lusk,  Richard  Smith,  jr.,  Zebulon  Thomas,  i  8  i  8,  Rich- 
ard Srmtli,  Barnard  Upham,  Zebulon  Thomas.  1 8 19,  Seth  Goodspeed, 
Eli  W.  Bush,  John  L.  Clapp.  1820,  Eli  W.  Bush,  Seth  Goodspeed, 
J.ohn  L.  Clapp.  1821,  Eli  W.  Bush,  Richard  Smith,  Luther  Martin. 
1822,  Richard  Smith,  Luther  Martin,  Daniel  Barrovvs.  1823,  Seth 
Goodspeed,  Alvin  House,  Daniel  Barrows.  1824,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Al- 
vin  House,  Sa^niel_Lusk.  1825,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Samuel  Lusk,  Lem- 
uel Robbins.  '  1826,  Seth  Goodspeed,  JSamuel  Lusk,  Lemuel  Robbins. 
1827,  Lemuel  Robbins,  Levi  Johnson,  Rufus  Hamilton.  1828,  Levi 
Johnson,  Seth  Goodspeed,  Alvin  House.  1829,  Rufus  Hamilton,  Daniel 
..Barrows,  John  Johnson.  1830,  Rufus  Hamilton,  Daniel  Barrows,  John 
Johnson.  183 1,  Rufus  f^amilton,  Richard  Smith,  jr.,  _Samuel  Lusk. 
1832,  Richard  Smith,  Samuel  Lu^k,  Rufus  Hamilton.  1833,  Richard 
Smith,  Samuel  Lusk,  Rufus  Hamilton.  1834,  Richard  Smith,  J.  L. 
Clapp,  WilHam  Parks.  1835,  J-  L.  Clapp,  Henry  King,  Lemuel  Rob- 
bins. 1836,  J.  L.  Clapp,  Henry  King,  William  Parks.  1837,  William 
Parks,  Asa  WHieeler,  Lemuel  Robbias.  1838,  William  Parks,  Asa 
Wheeler,  James  Martin.     1839,  James  Martin,  Joshua  Cla[)p.,  Rufus 
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Hamilton.  1840-41,  Joshua  Clapp,  Rufus  Hamilton,  John  Johnson. 
1842,  Daniel  H.  Ikiiley.  Salva  Goodspced,  Heman  Hopkins.  1843,  P^^i^- 
iel  H.  Bailey,  O.  L.  Kelton,  William  Dwyer.  1844,  Daniel  H.  Bailey, 
O.  L.  Kelton,  Asa  Wheeler.  1845,  Wheeler,  Hiram  Ravvson,  J.  L. 
Clapp.  •  1846,  D.  H.  Bailey,  Hiram  Rawson,  Lewis  Goodspeed.  i847,_ 
H.  H.  Rawson,  Rufus  Hamilton,  Moses  Scott.  1848,  D.  II.  I^ailey, 
H.  H.  Rawson,  Moses  Scott.  1849,  ^  Rawson,  Henry  King,  O.  L. 
Kelton.  1850,  D.  H.  Bailey,  Jefferson  Martin,  G.  W.  Marcy.  185  1-52, 
H.  II.  Rawson,  D.  H.  J^ailey,  Jefferson  Martin.  1853,  H.  H.  Rawson, 
J.  L.  Clapp,  L.  W.  Martin.  1854,  D.  H.  Bailey,  Jefferson  Martin,  Rufus 
Goodspeed.  1855,  Rufus  Hamilton,  Rufus  Goodspeed,  Lewis  Good- 
speed.  1856,  D.  H.  Bailey,  Jefferson  Martin,  George  C.  C.  Gates.  1857, 
D.  II.  Bailey,  George  C.  C.  Gates,  Samuel  Head.  1858,  D.  H.  Bailey, 
George  C.  C.  Gales,  Salva  Goodspeed.  1859,  D.  li.  Bailey,  O.  L.  Kel- 
ton, Salva  Goodspeed.  1 860-62,  William  H.  Stiles,  Samuel  Head,  Jeff- 
erson Martin.  1863,  William  H.  Stiles,  Jefferson  Martin,  George  C.  C. 
Gates.  1864,  William  H.  Stiles,  George  C.  C.  Gates,  Jefferson  Martin. 
1865,  D.  H.  Baile}^,  Nelson  Goudspeed,  George  L.  Clapp.  1S66--6/, 
Nelson  Goodspeed,  George  L.  Clapp,  John  Head.  1868,  Nelson  Good- 
speed,  George  L.  Clapp,  Heman  Hopkins,  jr.  1869-71,  Charles  P. 
Clapp,  William  H.  Stiles,  D.  H.  Bailey.  1872,  William  H.  Sliles,  John 
Goodspeed,  Rufus  Rawson.  1873,  W^illiam  H.  Stiles,  Samuel  Head, 
W.  A.  Rawson.  1874,  John  Goodspeed,  D.  H.  Bailey,  H.  M.  Martin. 
1875,  H.  H.  Rawson,  John  Goodspeed,  Henry  M.  Martin.  1876,  H.  H. " 
Rawson,  John  Goodspeed,  Ldgar  Crossett.  1877,  H.lvawson,  John 
Goodspeed,  H.  M.  Martin.  1878,  John  Goodspeed,  H.  M.  Martin,  C.  P. 
Clapp.  1879,  C.  P.  Clapp,  John  Goodspeed,  II.  M.  Martin.  1880,  C.  C. 
Martin,  W.  O.  Parker,  H.  M.  Martin.  1881,  H.  M.  Martin,  C.  C.  Martin, 
George  L.  Clapp.  1882,  S.  M.  Dix,  George  Porter,  C.  V.  Bogue.  1883, 
B.  J.  Wade,  George  Porter,  Samuel  Head.  1884,  George  Porter,  G.  H. 
Fuller.  B.  H.  Haile.  18S5.  G-  I^-  Fuller,  B.  H.  Haile,  J.  D.  Head.  1886, 
B.  H.  Haile,  Horace  Marcy,  J.  D.  Head.  1887,  Horace  Marcy,  S.  B. 
Jewett,  J.  B.  Samson.  1888,  S.  B.  Jewett,  H.  H.  Clapp,  L.  R.  Camp- 
bell. 1889,  L.  Campbell,  H.  E.  Kingsley,  W.  G.  Mansfield.  1890, 
B.  H.  Haile,  H.  E.  Kingsley,  C.  L.  .Martin. 

Tczun  Representatives. — Joshua  Clapp,  1802-06,  1 808-10;  Henry 
^larble,  1807-1 1  ;  no  choice,  1809;  Seth  Goodspeed,  181 2-1 5;  James 
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Upliam,  18 16;  Jonah  Johnson,  1817;  Jockton  Goodspeed,  181 8; 
Henry  N.  Janes,  1819;  Jonatb.an  Janes,  1820;  no  choice,  1821  ;  Sam- 
uel Liisk,  1822-25,  1828-29,  1834;  nine  ballots,  no  choice,  1826; 
Henry  N.Janes,  1827;  Selah  B.  Uphani,  1 830;  __Danid_Ji.arr()Ws^^i  ^ 
32;  Rufus  Hamilton,  1833-36;  Richard  Smith,  1835;  B,  W.  Fuller, 
1S37-39,  184S-49;  Asa  Wheeler,  1840-41  ;  Joshua  Clapp,  1842-43, 
1S54-55;  John  L.  Clapp,  1844-45.  1850-51;  Daniel  H.  Bailey,  1846- 
47;  E.  \V.  Sherman,  1852;  no  choice,  1853;  Salva  Goodspeed,  1856- 
57  ;  William  H.  Stiles,  1858-59;  no  choice,  i860  ;  Geor^^c  C.  C.  Gales, 
1861-62,1872;  Columbus  Greene,  1863-64;  R.  Hamilton,  1  865  ;  L.W. 
Martin,  1S66-6S  ;  Heman  Hopkins,  jr.,  1869-70;  O.  N.  Kelton*,  1874- 
76;  A.  T.  Kingsley,  1878  ;  S.  N.  D-ix,  1880-82;  W.  A.  Rawson.  1884- 
86;  B.  H.  Haile,  1888;  J.  W.  Goodspeed,  1890. 


'    CHAPTER  XXX. 
HLSTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  GEORCxlA. 

GEORGIA  is  the  southwestern  town  in  Franklin  county.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  St.  Albans,  about  two  and  a  half  miles;  on 
the  east  by  Fairfax,  about  nine  miles  ;  on  the  south  by  Milton,  a  little 
more  than  eight  miles  ;  and  on  the  west  by  Lake  Champlain,  six  miles 
in  a  straight  line 'from  corner  to  corner.  The  chartered  area  is  23,040 
acres,  but  on  account  of  the  protrusion  of  the  coast  beyond  the  straight 
line  fixed  by  the  charter  on  the  lake  shore  it  is  found  by  survey  to  be 
25,048  acres.  Its  coast  line  is  for  the  most  part  abrupt,  but  in  no  place 
considerably  elevated.  A  fine  bay  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  middle  of 
the  coast  and  the  small  marsh  at  the  mouth  of  AFill  River  afford  most  of 
the  low  coast.  The  surface  is  broken,  a  little  ledgy  in  places,  but  with 
the  exception  of  the  hill  called  Mount  Pisgah  in  the  southeast  corner 
there  are  no  hills  not  conveniently  tillable  ;  and  with  the  exception  of 
its  western  face  even  that  is  for  the  most  part  valuable  agricultural 
land. 
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When  Ira  Allen  .first  explored  the  town  in  the  summer  of  1772  he 
was  much  struck  with  what  he  regarded  as  the  very  superior  excellen- 
cies of  the  town,  as  compared  with  all  the  many  others  he  had  explored 
in  the  surrounding  region.  The  growth  of  timber  was  simply  immense, 
with  a  more  general  intermingling  of  valuable  varieties  than  he  had  else- 
where met,  indicating  a  most  exuberant  soil.  Wiiile  the  greater  part  of 
the  timber  consisted  of  the  more  common  varieties  of  hard  woods  there 
was  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  fme  pine  and  other  useful  timbers 
quite  generally  distributed  over  the  town  ;  and  yet  not  over  two  per 
cent,  of  the  land  was  of  the  thin  sandy  kind  quite  conmion  in  some  of 
the  other  towns,  and  there  was  not  more  than  one  per  cent,  of  swamp 
and  marsh  land.  He  also  found  distributed  well  over  the  toAvn,  on  strong, 
clear  brooks,  not  less  than  fifteen  mill  sites,  having  an  abundant  supply 
of  water  for  running  saw-mills  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  timber,  and 
sev^eral  other  sites  where  there  was  water  for  larger  mills.  The  supply 
of  building  stone,  and  especially  of  liniestone,  was  ample  for  all  pur- 
poses. Georgia  Ba\^  was  well  situated  for  a  shipping  port,  and  all  the 
surplus  lumber  and  ashes  could  always  find  easy  access  to  a  read}'  mar- 
ket by  way  of  the  lake.  This  was  the  glowing  account  of  the  town  he 
gave  to  his  associates  in  business  on  his  return  from  his  season  of  ex- 
plorations. That  his  description  of  the  town  was  not  overdrawn  was  the 
experience  of  the  settlers  who  came  at  a  later  day. 

The  civil  history  of  the  tract  of  country  now  constituting  the  town  of 
Georgia  dates  back  to  the  period  when  the  French,  the  discoverers  of 
Lake  Champlain  and  the  adjacent  territory,  were  sole  claimants  and 
occupants  of  all  the  surrounding  territory  by  virtue  of  the  discovery. 
While  occupying  these  points,  but  when  is  not  definitely  known,  a  few 
''Royal  grants"  of  lands  were  made  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  lake, 
one  of  which  covered  the  present  town  of  Georgia  and  included  a  small 
portion  of  St.  Albans,  Fairheld,  Fairfax,  and  Milton.  The  northwest 
corner  of  the  seigniory  granted  to  a  AI.  Douville  was  very  near  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  present  town.  The  north  line  ran  more  nearly 
due  east  than  that  of  the  tow^i,  thus  taking  in  a  part  of  St.  Albans,  and 
extended  about  eight  or  nine  miles  from  the  lake,  or  a  little  way  over 
into  Fairfield.  The  south  line  was  of  about  tlie  same  length  as  the 
north,  and  parallel  with  it,  thus  running  from  near  the  southeast  corner 
of  the  town  to  a  point  in  the  lake  shore  near  the  mouth  of  Stone  Bri.dge 
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Brook  in  Milton.  A  survey  of  Lake  Cham  plain  and  the  French  occu- 
pancies along  its  shores  fi-om  Chanibly  to  Crown  Point  was  made  by 
*'M.  Anger,  King's  Surveyor,"  in  1732,  and  a  map  was  made  from  that 
survey  in  1748  from  wliich  this  information  is  principall}^  derived. 
Whether  the  seigniory  was  ever  settled  is  unknown,  and  must  ever  re- 
main so. 

The  town  of  Georgia,  as  at  present  organized,  was  chartered  and  the 
town  granted  in  equal  shares  to  sixty-four  persons  (whose  names  were 
written  on  the  back  of  the  charter,  but  who  never  otherwise  became 
identified  with  the  history  of  the  town),  by  Benning  Wentworth,  then 
governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  province  of  New  Hampshire 
under  the  English  crown,  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  1763,  with  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  immunities,  conditions,  and  reservations  common  to 
the  "New  Hampshire  Grants."  ]^ut  no  attempt  was  ever  made  to  settle 
it  or  procure  its  settlement  by  the  original  grantees  or  anybody  acting 
under  them  until  after  the  exploration  of  the  town  by  Ira  Allen  in  1772, 
hereinbefore  alluded  to.  Immediately  on  the  return  of  Allen  to  his 
home  in  Connecticut  he  and  his  brothers  inaugurated  a  movement  to 
buy  up  the  rights  of  the  original  grantees.  These  were  dispersed 
through  Souchern  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
New  York,  and  one  was  found  at  Piennington  in  Vermont.  Heman  and 
Levi  Allen  were  merchants,  doing  business  in  copartnership  at  Salis- 
bury, Conn.,  and  Levi,  an  active  and  shrewd  business  man,  was  dele- 
gated to  make  the  purchases,  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  1773  he  suc- 
ceeded in  buyiiig  fifty  shares,  while  Ileman  and  Ethan ^Allen  and  their 
cousin,  Remember  J^aker,  bought  three  or  four  more. 

Meantime  Ira  Allen  and  Baker,  with  several  men  in  their  employ, 
were  at  the  falls  on  Onion  or  Winooski  River  in  Colchester,  making 
preparations  for  a  grand  immigration  scheme  which  they  hoped  to  put 
in  operation  the  next  year.  ,  They  had  already  acquired  much  land  in 
several  different  towns  in  that  region,  which  they  proceeded  to  survey. 
On  learning  the  result  of  the  effort  to  get  possession  of  Georgia  Allen 
called  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  of  which  the  following  record  of  the 
meeting  is  sufficiently  explanatory  : 

"Salisbury,  March  23d,  1774. 
"Then  the  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Georgia,  a  township  lately 
granted  under  the  great  seal  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  now  in 
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the  Provqnce  of  New  York,  met  according  to  a  legal  warning  in  the  Con- 
neciiciit  Currant  \^Courant\  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Captain  Sam'l  Moori 
Innholder,  in  Salisbury,  in  Litchfield  County,  and  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  New  England. 

*'  I.  Voted,  That  Heman  Allen  shall  be  moderator  for  this  meeting. 

"  2.  Voted,  That  Ira  Allen  shall  be  proprietors'  clerk  for  said  town. 

"3.  Voted,  That  we  will  lay  out  said  town,  and  that  every  proprietor 
or  proprietors  may,  on  his  own  cost  and  charges,  lay  out  all  his  right 
or  rights  as  soon  as  he  or  they  shall  think  proper. 

"4.  Voted,  Tliat  the  proprietors'  clerk  shall  record  all  deeds  of  sales 
and  survey  bills  in  this  town  in  this  book,  when  brought  to  hand,  if  paid 
a  reasonable  reward  for  the  same,  and  all  survey  bills  shall  stand  good 
that  are  first  recorded  or  received  to  record  without  regard  to  the  date 
of  said  surv^ey  bills. 

"5.  Voted,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to  Fort  fradericl:,  in  Col- 
chester, on  Onion  River,  to  be  held  on  the  third  of  October  next. 

"Test,  I.  Allen,  Propr.  Clerk." 

The  adjourned  meeting  on  the  3d  of  October  following  was  held  at 
Fort  Frederick  and  adjourned  to  a  future  day,  as  was  one  other,  with- 
out the  transaction  of  business.  Whether  the  succession  of  adjourned 
meetings  was  kept  up  does  not  appear  on  record,  but  at  an  adjourned 
meeting  held  on  the  1st  of  May,  1775,  it  was  voted  to  "adjourn  to  the 
first  Monday  of  September  next,"  of  which  meeting  there  is  no  record, 
and  the  succession  seems  to  have  been  lost  then  if  not  previously,  and 
the  first  proprietors'  meeting  to  have  at  last  died  a  natural  death. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  to  lay  out  the  town  a  complete  survey 
was  made  and  probabh'  concluded  previous  to  the  adjourned  proprie- 
tors' meeting  at  Fort  Frederick  in  October.  Who  made  the  survey  is 
not  known,  and  tliere  has  been  some  controversy  over  the  question 
with  a  view  to  fixing  the  responsibility  for  some  alleged  irregularities 
upon  James  Evarts,  who  afterwards  became  largely  interested  in  the  lands 
of  the  town.  Allen  was  a  surveyor  himself,  and  if  he  did  not  make  the 
survey  he  at  least  directed  it,  and  was  responsible  for  it,  and  there  are  a 
great  many  references  to  it  in  deeds  as  "Allen's  Plan."  In  making  the 
survey  the  allowance  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  for  "highways  and  unimprovable  lands  by  rocks,  ponds,  moun- 
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tains,  and  rivers"  was  excessive,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  justify  the 
accusation  of  fraudulent  intent  or  unfaithfulness  on  the  part  of  either  sur- 
veyor or  director,  and  the  survey  has  al\va}'s  withstood  the  most  for- 
midable attacks  upon  its  integrity.  There  is  no  existing  record  of  the 
survey  bill  or  plan,  but  the  lines  were  all  so  thoroughly  marked  that 
they  were  easily  traced  thirty  years  later,  when  a  new  survey  was  made, 
and  new  bills  made  after  that  survey  are  of  record.  The  only  recorded 
evidence  that  the  original  survey  was  made  in  1774  is  a  deed  from 
"  Remember  Baker,  of  Colchester,  in  the  county  of  Charlotte  and  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,"  to  James  Evarts,  of  Guilford,  in  the  county  of  New 
Haven  and  colony  of  Connecticut,  w^hich  deed  is  dated  November  7, 
1774,  and  conve\'S  "two  hundred  acres  in  two  different  hundred-acre 
lots,  and  numbered  forty-six  and  forty -seven." 

Allen  had  fully  expected  to  malcc  a  considerable  number  of  sales  of 
Georgia  lands  during  the  season  of  1774,  but  the  above  named  sale  of 
two  lots  to  Mr.  Evarts  w^is  the  only  one  consummated.  ]3efore  com- 
mencing the  survey  of  the  town  he  cut  out  a  road  from  Fort  Frederick 
across  the  east  part  of  Colchester  and  Milton  to  Georgia,  b\'  way  of 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Hyde  place,  on  the  north  bend  of  Lamoille 
River,  and  up  the  east  bank  of  the  river  on  to  the  plain  abo\'e,  where  the 
highway  ran  until  the  river  and  the  wind  cut  the  bank  awa\-*,  compell- 
ing its  abandonment  in  favor  of  the  present  route  farther  east.  But  at 
the  very"  time  he  was  leaving  Connecticut  for  his  summer's  work  in  the 
w/jods  the  controversy  over  tlie  lands  covered  by  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  had  broken  out  afresh,  and  assumed  its  most  serious  and  menac- 
ing  aspect,  and  the  settlement  oFthe  lands  was  necessarily  dela}'ed  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

It  was  almost  twelve  full  years  after  Allen  began  to  boom  the  town 
of  Georgia  that  the  first  settler,  William  Farrand,  from  Bennington, 
erected  his  little  cabin  on  the  governor's  right,"  near  the  lake  in  the 
extreme  northwest  corner  of  the  town.  Only  a  few  days  later  Andrew 
Gilder^  came  from  Egrcmont,  Mass.,  and  following  Allen's  road  horn  the 

'  This  name  is  given  in  both  Thorni^sou's  and  Henienway's  Ga/.etteers  of  \"ermont 
as  "Van  Gilder,"  but  it  is  a  misnomer.  Gilder  was  a  Stockbridge  Indian  who  had 
married  a  Dutch  woman,  in  allusion  to  which  somebody  j)reh.\ed  the  "  Van  "  to  his 
nan^e,  and  it  seemed  to  slick  amon-^-  people  not  acquainted  with  the  tacts,  althoug-h  it 
was  always  an  annoyance  10  (wilder,  ar.d  never  in  any  manner  ^cknowlf dged  l)v  him. 
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high  falls  ill  Colchester  across  that  town  and  Milton  to  the  west  bank  of 
Lamoille  River,  a  little  way  above  the  North  bow  in  Georgia,  pitched 
his  tent  near  where  the  Ilyde  barns  now  stand.  On  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  above  the  broolc,  which  there  empties  into  the  river  from  the 
east,  Andrew  Gilder,  jr.,  built  a  cabin.  These  three  families  remained 
in  town  through  the  winter  of  1785-86,  the  first  persons  known  to  have 
ever  wintered  in  the  to\^'n.  But  neither  of  these  had  yet  purchased 
land. 

Frederic  Bliss  is  believed  to  have  been  the  first  purchaser  of  land  for 
actual  settlement  and  personal  occupancy.  The  condition  of  the  rec- 
ords of  early  titles  is  such  that  much  uncertainty  about  them  exists,  and 
httle  is  actually  known  of  many  important  transactions  beyond  what  can 
be  gleaned  from  private  sources,  which  are  not  always  full  and  explicit. 
Bliss  was  a  quiet,  unassuming,  but  well  informed  and  genial,  young  man 
who,  while  in  the  employ  of  Captain  Stephen  Davis,  of  Williamstown, 
]\Iass.,had  several  times  visited  Sunderland,  where  Captain  Davis  had  lands 
and  other  property,  and  he  was  personally  acquainted  with  the  Aliens, 
Governor  Chittenden,  and  the  other  prominent  men  of  the  state,  located 
permanently  or  temporarily,  in- and  near  that  town,  and  had  taken  much 
interest  in  Ira  Allen's  representations  of  his  much  praised  town  of 
Georgia.  He  accordingly  came  in  the  autumn  of  1784  to  see  for  him- 
self, and,  accompanied  by  Allen  from  Fort  Frederick,  devoted  several 
days  to  exploring  this  and  other  towns,  and  he  contracted  for  the  pur- 
chase of  ten  lots  of  land,  one  for  himself,  one  for  his  brother  Abner,  and 
eight  for  his  uncje,  Captain  Davis.  Allen  suggested  that  lot  No.  50 
would  eventually  become  the  center  of  a  flourishing  village,  and  ad- 
vised that  he  select  that  for  himself,  but  he  modestly  chose  the  one  cor- 
nering upon  that  at  the  southwest,  remarking  that  he  had  no  ambition 
to  plant  himself  in  the  center,  but  would  rather  locate  a  little  at  one  side, 
which  as  it  proved  was  most  unfortunate  for  the  young  town.  But  the 
lot  which  he  chose  finally,  by  force  of  circumstances  which  he  depre- 
cated, became  the  "center"  on  which  every  business  building  in  the 
village  stands.  The  lot  selected  for  his  brother  joined  his  on  the  south. 
Lot  No.  50,  the  one  adjoining  that  on  the  west,  and  others  farther  north 
were,  selected  for  his  uncle.  In  1785  became  again,  accompanied  by 
his  brother,  and  they  remained  long  enough  to  make  an  opening  upon 
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each  of  their  lots,  but  the}'  returned  to  Massachusetts  for  the  hay  har- 
vest about  August  ist.  In  1786  they  canie  for  permanent  settlement, 
and  Captain  Davis  made  then!  a  visit  later  in  the  season.  When  tliey 
arrived  here  in  the  earl\'  siM-ing  tlie  three  famih'es  already  alluded  to 
were  the  only  persons  living  in  tow  n,  h'rederic  built  his  house  opposite 
the.  place  where  the  old  meeting-house  now  stands,  and  Abner  built  his 
opposite  the  foot  of  the  road  running  southeast  toward  Milton  and  Iwair- 
fax,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  Frederic's. 

Allen  now  began  to  see  the  fruition  of  his  long  deferred  hope,  and 
during  the  }'ear  rccei\-ed  many  visits  from  explorers,  not  a  few  of  whom 
became  purchasers,  and  se\'eral  began  improvements,  though  few  of 
them  remained  through  the  winter.  Young  Blair  and  Shiverick  Weeks, 
who  subsequently  married  sisters  of  the  l^liss  brothers,  were  among  the 
early  settlers,  but  whefher  here  in  1786  is  not  certain,  l^lair  was  a 
cousin  of  the  Bliss  brothers  and  the  first  of  a  long  list  of  iclatives  which 
followed  them  from  Williamstown  and  Weston,  Mass.  In  17S7  James, 
Reuben,  and  John  Evarts  came.  James  had  bought  two  lots  of  land  of 
Remember  Bak'er  as  carl\'  as  1774,  when  the  original  survey  of  the  town 
was  made.  1  le  was  a  survex'or  and  speculator  in  lands, and  had  from  time 
to  time  bought  lands  in  this  and  other  towns.  Reuben  was  a  son-in-law 
of  Meber  Allen,  and  became  resident  representative  of  the  Aliens.  He 
was  first  town  cleric  on  the  organization  of  the  town,  and  otherwise 
prominent  in  town  atYairs.  Colonel  Benjamin  Holmes,  his  brother  Ste- 
phen, and  several  others  came  in  1 787  from  Clarendon  and  neighboring 
towns,  and  were  among  the  most  public  spirited  and  enterprising  of  the 
settlers.  Among'these  were  the  Loomis  brothers,  Elijah,. Noah,  Jonah, 
and  Enos.  They  brought  their  families  and  effects,  and  were  eight  days 
on  the  road.  Judge  John  White  from  Arlington  came  this  year,  and 
with  him  his  father-in-law,  Stephen  k\airchild,  and  his  four  sons,  Ste- 
phen, jr.,  Daniel,  Joel,  and  Truman  Fairchild.  Judge  White  was  a  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizen,  holding  many  important  public  offices  not 
only  in  the  town  but  in  the  county  and  state,  and  exerted  a  most  benef- 
icent influence  in  the  settlement.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Stannard,  jr.,  came 
from  Fair  Haven.  Daniel  was  the  second  town  representative  and  prom- 
inent in  all  town  affairs  during  the  few  years  prior  to  his  early  death. 
Samuel,  jr.,  was  the  first  trader  in  town,  but  subsequently  removed  to  a 
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farm  near  the  north  end  of  the  town,  where  he  resided  to  a  good  old  ay;e. 
He  was  the  father  of  tlie  gallant  General  George  J.  Stannard  of  Gettys- 
burg fame.  The  lists  of  men  who  came  during  this  and  succeeding 
years  and  became  more  or  less  prominent  in  public  affru'rs  might  be 
much  extended,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  when  the  census  of  179 1 
was  taken  Georgia  had  become  the  most  populous  and  nourishing  town 
in  all  Northern  \^ermout,  with  a  population  of  340,  and  continued  to 
be  the  most  populous  town  in  Franklin  county  till  about  1S25. 

The  town  of  Georgia  was  organized  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  Vermont  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1788.  John  White,  as 
assistant  judge  of  Chittenden  county,  of  which  the  town  was  then  a  part, 
warned  the  meeting  and  called  it  to  order.  James  Evarts  was  chosen 
moderator;  Reuben  Evarts,  clerk;  Stephen  Davis,  Stephen  Holmes, 
•and  Richard  Sylvester,  selectmen;  Frederic  Bliss,  constable;  Solomon 
Goodrich  and  Abel  Pierce,  haywards  ;  William  Farrand,  Noah  Loomis, 
and  Stephen  Fairfield,  surveyors  of  highways.  This  seems  to  have  been 
but  little  more  than  a  form  of  organization,  as  none  of  the  ofiicers  elected 
were  sworn  at  the  time  in  accordance  with  the  law.  Two  months  later 
the  town  clerk  took  the  oath  of  office,  and  the  selectmen  were  sworn 
three  months  after.  At  the  second  town  meeting  held  iMarch  19,  1779, 
John  White  was  chosen  moderator;  Reuben  Evarts,  town  clerk;  John 
White,  Stephen  Holmes,  and  Francis  Davis,  selectmen  ;  John  White, 
treasurer;  Titus  Bushnell,  constable ;  Abraham  Hathaway,  Nathaniel 
Naramore,  and  John  W.  Southmayd,  listers;  Titus  ])ushnell,  collector 
j^f  town  rates;  Noah  Eoomis,  grand  juror;  Stephen  flolmes,  pound- 
keeper ;  Solomon  Goodrich,  tythingman  ;  and  Daniel  S.tannard,  hay- 
ward. 

"Tlie  officers  chosen  are  each  sworn  to  their  respective  office  as  the 
law  directs. 

*'*  Voted,  that  Stephen  Holmes's  yard  be  a  pound  for  the  town  of 
Georgia  the  ensuing  year. 

"Voted,  that  the  town  raise  forty  shillings  on  this  year's  list  for  to 
purchase  books  for  said  town's  use." 

'  On  the  23d  of  February,  previous  to  this  town  meeting,  a  considera- 
ble number  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
state  of  Vermont,  \\'illiam  Farrand,  the  first  settler,  heading  the  list. 
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It  has  been  surmised  that  the  reason  wliy  the  ofhccrs  chosen  in  1788 
did  not  i^erform  an)^  duties  was  that  none  of.  the  voters  had  previously 
taken  that  oatli  in  to^\-n.  The  name  of  Judge  White  appears  upon  this 
h"st,  altliough  he  liad  been  several  years  a  judge,  and  had  held  many 
minor  offices  in  the  tow  n  of  Arlington  previous  to  his  remo\'aI  here. 

Until  1 792.  all  town  meetings  and  other  public  gatherings  were  held 
at  the  Iiouse  of  Colonel  Benjamin  Holmes.  The  accommodations  were 
ver}'  insufficient,  and  tlie  meetings  a  great  annoyance  to  the  j^atient 
famil}'.  The  erection  of  some  suitable  building  for  the  purpose  had 
been  frequentl}'  agitated  by  the  more  enterprising  and  public  spirited 
of  the  citizens,  who  in  view  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the  people  felt 
that  it  was  due  alike  to  the  good  name  of  the  town  and  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people  that  a  commodious  and  respectable  public  building 
should  be  built  by  the  town.  Accordingl}'  in  the  "notification  "  for  the 
town  meeting  in  1791  there  appeared  the  following  items,  the  former  of 
which  is  quoted,  not  because  of  its  bearing  upon  this  subject,  but  be- 
cause both  were  voted  down  toc^ether  without  comment: 

"3d.  To  see  if  the  town  will  grant  a  tax  to  defray  incidental  charges 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

"4th.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  into  consideration  and  propose 
some  method  for  building  a  meeting-house." 

The  town  had  in  like  manner  the  year  before  disposed  of  a  proposal 
to  establish  a  burying  ground.  As  a  result  of  the  adverse  action  of  the 
town  upon  the  question  of  building  a  meeting-house  Colonel  Holmes 
and  "  Esquire  Bliss,"  as  Frederic  l^liss  had  come  to  be  generally  called, 
in  1792,  with  what  little  help  their  more  immediate  neighbors  chose  to 
volunteer,  erected  a  small  log  building  on  the  land  of  Bliss  opposite  the 
house  of  Colonel  Holmes,  and  a  few  rods  south  of  the  present  brick 
school-house.  Here  all  public  meetings  were  held  until  1799,  the  "no- 
tifications" reading  "at  the  school-house  near  Esq'r  Blisses,"  or  "near 
Colonel  Holmes'."  In  1799  a  school-house  was  built  on  "  lot  No.  50," 
between  the  present  house  of  the  late  Moses  Wightman  and  that  of 
William  T.  Newton,  and  that  became  the  public  building  of  the  town 
at  the  September  election  of  that  year,  and  until  after  the  completion  of 
the  meeting-house  in  1S02,  under  the  designation  of  the  "school-house 
near  Captain  Stephen  Davis's." 
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The  annual  town  meeting  for  1803  was  warned  as  usual  at  the  school- 
house  near  Stephen  Da\;is's.  (This  Steplien  Davis  was  the  son  -  and 
successor  of  Captain  Stephen  Davis,  deceased.)  The  mecling  was  or- 
ganized and  tlien  adjourned  to  the  meeting-house.  It  was  tlien,  "4th, 
Voted,  The  meeting-house  for  the  future  shaH  be  considered  as  tlie- 
place  where  town  meetings  and  freemen's  meetings  shall  be  warned 
and  held."  But  the  house  so  promptly  appropriated  by  the  town  to  its 
own  use  was  wholly  private  propert^^  and  the  town  as  such  had  not  a 
dollar  of  interest  in  it.  h^rom  the  March  meeting  in  1 791,  when  the 
subject  was  first  formally  brought  before  the  town,  till  the  second  Mon- 
day in  December,  1800,  the  subject  of  building  a  meeting-house  by  the 
town  had  been  constantly  agitated,  and  there  had  been  scarcely  a  year 
when  it  had  not  been  broui^ht  before  the  town  in  regular  or  special  town 
meeting  once  or  more,  only  to  be  in  some  manner  defeated.  Numerous 
committees  had  been  raised  and  schemes  proposed,  but  all  to  no  effect. 
Every  committee  and  in  fact  all  the  people  were  in  perfect  accord  as  to 
where  it  should  be  located,  and  that  was  upon  lot  No.  50,  on  or  near  the 
center  line  running  east  from  the  main  road,  the  site  indicated  by  Allen 
when  he  and  Frederic  Bliss  visited  the  town  in  17S4.  But  Captain 
Davis  owned  the  lot  and  was  opposed  to  the  whole  project,  and  like  a 
good  lawyer  determined  to  yield  no  point  of  defense  ;  he  obstinately  re- 
jected every  overture  in  relation  to  the  land,  and  had  so  far  been  able 
to  defeat  every  attempt  to  vote  a  tax  to  build  it  anywhere.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  record  of  the  last  of  about  a  score  of  town  meetings  held  to 
,take  action  on  the  question  :  "^let  according  to  adjournment  and  voted 
that  the  meeting  be  dissolved."  The  people  who  were  interested  in  the 
matter  then  built  the  house,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  state,  not  on  the  un- 
purchasable  land  of  Captain  Davis,  but  on  the  next  lot  south  of  it,  a 
generous  portion  of  which,  enough  for  the  site  of  the  house  and  as  fine 
a  park  as  there  is  in  the  state  if  it  were  fitted  up,  was  most  freely  do- 
nated by  Colonel  Benjamin  Holmes.  And  then,  with  a  magnanimity 
worthy  of  all  praise,  the  proprietors  tendered  the  use  of  it  to  the  town 
"  for  town  and  other  meetings,"  on  condition  that  it  should  be  kept  in 
condition  for  use.    The  cost  of  the  house  was  a  little  less  than  $8,000. 

But  while  the  meeting-house  question  had  been  under  consideration 
another  question,  that  of  settling  a  minister  under  the  statute  of  1773, 
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had  been  constantly  agitated.  Tlie  people  of  New  England  had  not  yet 
cut  loose  from  the  old  English  idea  that  the  government  should  support 
the  religious  institutions,  and  the  state  had  made  provision  for  such  a 
course  in  the  statute  alluded  to.  A  Congregational  church  was  organ- 
ized in  Georgia  in  1793,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  any  relig- 
ious preference  were  members  or  adherents  of  that  church  and  its  relig-  , 
ious  service.  Back  of  all  other  influences  affecting  this  question  in  tliis 
particular  case  was  the  provision  in  the  grant  or  charter  of  the  town 
that  one  of  the  equal  or  seventy  shares  into  which  the  town  was  to  be 
divided  should  be  set  apart  for  the  "first  settled  minister  of  the  gospel" 
in  the  town.  While  the  majority  of  the  people  were  unalterably  op- 
posed to  the  support  of  preaching  by  a  tax  there  were  very  many  of 
them  willing  to  do  so  for  a  short  time,  "  on  probation  with  a  view  to  set- 
tlement," in  the  hope  to  drive  a  sharp  bargain  and  induce  the  minister 
to  accept  one  lot  of  land  and  deed  the  remainder  back  to  the  town. 
The  church,  if  it  chose  to  do  so,  could  have  settled  a  minister  who  would 
have  held  the  land,  and  the  town  would  have  had  no  legal  control  of  the 
matter  whatever;  but  it  very  well  knew  that  such  a  course  would  cre- 
ate discord  in  the  town.  A  considerable  number  of  probationers  were 
hired  between  1793  and  1803,  six  of  whom  received  calls  to  settle,  and 
either  of  whom,  so  far  as  appears,  might  have  been  settled  but  for  the 
exaction  in  regard  to  the  land.  In  one  case  the  town  voted  to  permit 
the  minister,  Rev.  Josiah  Prentiss,  to  retain  200  acres  and  deed  to  the 
town  the  remainder  of  the  right,  but  being  absent,  before  he  had  time  to 
act  upon  the  proposal,  the  vote  was  rescinded  and  the  amount  of  land 
which  he  might  retain  again  fixed  at  100  acres,  l^ut  after  ten  years  of 
most  bitter  strife  over  this  question  a  minister  was  found  \\dio  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  town,  as  appears  by  the  following  extract  from  the  re- 
cord of  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1803,  the 
thirty-fifth  in  which  it  had  been  considered: 

"Voted,  To  give  ]\Ir.  Publius  Virgilius  Booge  a  call  to  settle  in  the 
gospel  ministry,  in  and  over  the  Congregational  church  and  people  of 
the  town  of  Georgia — eighty-three  voting  in  the  affirmative  and  thirty- 
fi^'e  neuters  who  would  not  oppose,  but  who  wished  for  longer  and  more 
particular  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Booge. 

"Voted,  Sthly,  To  give  Mr.  Publius  V.  Booge  seventy-five  pounds 
the  first  year  of  his  settlement  as  a  salary,  and  that  his  salary  rise  yearly, 
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as  the  grand  list  sJiall  rise,  to  tlie  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  which 
shall  ever  be  his  yearly  salary.  Voted,  also,  that  the  said  Mr.  Booge  shall 
have  as  a  settlement  one  lot  or  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  that  is  to  say, 
lot  No.  35,  the  lot  in  contemplation  for  a  minister's  lot,  or  if  that' should 
not  fall  to  the  minister's  right,  to  make  him  up  the  value  of  said  lot  in 
other  lands  or' pay — and  that  the  yearly  salary  shall  be  paid  as  follows, 
viz.:  One-quarter  of  the  sum  in  cash;  the  other  three-quarters  in  pro- 
duce, such  as  corn,  beef,  pork,  and  such  articles  as  he  shall  want." 

.  This  arrangement  was  all  fair  on  its  face,  and  Mr.  Booge  accepted  tlie 
conditions  and  executed  the  papers  required  by  the  town  in  relation  to 
deeding  to  the  town  the  residue  of  the  minister's  right,  but  he  soon  after 
discovered  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the  assessmciit,  collec- 
tion, and  payment  of  his  salary.  The  town  had  got  what  it  wanted  in 
the  case,  and  it  was  painTuUy  evident  that  the  people  would  not  vote  a 
tax  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  arrangement.  It  was  nov.'  appar- 
ent that  only  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  controversy  had  been 
reached.  It  was  well  understood  that  a  town  meeting  to  vote  a  tax  for 
the  support  of  preaching  was  quite  a  different  thing  from  one  to  vote  to 
settle  a  minister  over  the  Congregational  church  and  people  of  the  town, 
however  much  obligation  to  pay  something  at  some  indefinite  time  in 
the  future  might  be  implied  by  the  transaction.  A  crisis  had  been 
reached,  the  most  important  in  the  histor}"  of  the  town.  The  question 
which  presented  itself  to  the  consideration  of  every  true  citizen  was 
whether  the  re- opening  of  that  controversy  should  be  permitted,  or 
whether  by  some  heroic  means  the  issue  should  be  forever  got  out  of 
the  town's  hands.  '  The  hopes  of  all  those  who  saw  peace  only  in  the 
latter  course  all  centered  in  the  enlistment  of  Frederic  BliF,s  in  its  be- 
half Of  him  the  following  characterization  was  written  after  his  death 
by  one  who  knew  him  well  :  He  was  of  easy,  quiet,  unobtrusive  hab- 
its, benevolent  almost  to  a  fault,  beloved  by  all,  and  by  all  deferred  to. 
He  was  the  peacemaker  of  the  town,  the  arbiter  of  all  difficulties,  and 
the  promoter  of  every  good  cause.  He  was  not  ambitious  of  wealth  or 
honors,  yet  both  came  to  him  to  his  heart's  content."  He  had  taken 
no  active  part  in  any  of  the  bitter  controversies  of  the  people,  and  espe- 
cially those  in  opposition  to  taxation  for  any  and  all  purposes  of  which 
his  father-in-law,  Captain  Davis,  with  his  large  wealth  and  wide  influ- 
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ence,  had  alvva}'s  been  the  active  and  persistent  leader.  At  this  juncture 
he  undertoolv  the  role  of  peacemaker,  and  invited  the  more  prominent 
men  of  the  town  to  a  private  conference  and  proposed  the  settlement  of 
the  ministerial  support  upon  the  basis  of  the  followin^,^  subscription  pa- 
per, which  he  had  had  drawn  u{)  by  John  White,  jr.  "Coming-  as  it  did 
at  this  critical  period,  and  from  the  most  conservativ^e  and  iniluential 
man  of  the  town,  it  was  at  once  accepted  without  amendment  as  the 
most  practicable  settlement  of  tiie  lon^^  drawn  out  difficulty.  Captain 
Davis  was  dead,  but  his  influence  had  taken  such  root  that  like  a  pestif- 
erous weed  it  not  only  i^rc\\',  but  scattered  seed  and  became  a  perpet- 
ual menace,  obstructing  progress,  and  finally  proving  the  ruin  of  the 
hopes  of  tliose  citizens  who  had  expected  to  maintain  the  town's  early 
prominence  among  the  other  towns  of  the  state.  These  latter  had  be- 
come willing  to  accept  anything  or  do  an>'thing  to  settle  the  contio- 
versy,  and  ev-ery  well  wislier  of  the  town,  exce[)t  the  few  of  other  de- 
nominations, promptly  signed  the  subscription  : 

"Subscription  for  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  ]\Ir.  P.  Y.  J^ooge. 

"  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  believing  that  the  foun- 
dation of  the  happiness  of  society  rests  on  a  constant  cultivation  of  those 
'moral  virtues  denominated  religion,  and  the  most  effectual  mode  of  ob- 
taining and  continuing  such  valuable  objects  is  to  procure  a  public 
teacher  of  moralit}^  do  each  for  ourselves  voluntaril}^  agree  to  abide  by 
the  following  articles  and  conditions,  viz.: 

"  1st;  That  each  subscriber  shall  pay,  in  a  mode  hereinafter  to  be 
made,  his  equal  j:)roportion,  according  to  his  list  and  ratable  estate,  of 
the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  be  appropriated  to  the  spe- 
cial purpose  of  the  first  year's  salary,  to  be  paid  in  the  manner  here- 
after directed,  to  Mr.  Publius  V.  I^ooge  ;  and  after  the  first  year  the  said 
Mr.  Booge's  salary  shall  rise  si.xteen  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  a  year 
till  it  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents  ;  which  last  sum  shall  be  his  yearly  salary  so  long  as  he  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  the  settled  minister  of  the  Congregational  church  and  peo- 
ple of  the  town  of  Georgia,  and  shall  continue  to  preach  regularly  to  the 
inhabitants  of  said  town  ;  and  that  three-fourths  of  said  salary  shall  be 
paid  in  country  produce  and  one-fourth  in  cash. 

"2d.  That  the  subscribers  agree  to  meet  at  the  I\Ieeting-I louse  in 
Georgia,  on  Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  May,  1803,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
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afternoon,  to  choose  some  suitable  persons  for  a  clerk  and  treasurer  of 
the  subscribers,  and  likewise  a  committee  of  three  persons  to  take 
charge  of  the  prudential  concerns  of  the  subscribers,  as  hereinafter 
pointed  out. 

"  3d.  That  immediately  on  the  settlement  of  the  said  Mr.  Booge  to  . 
the  Gospel  Ministry,  in  and  over  the  church  and  people  of  the  town  of 
Georgia  as  aforesaid,  the  committee  appointed  as  hereinbefore  directed 
shall  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  subscribers,  and  deliver  the  same 
to  the  clerk  chosen  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  succeeding  clerks,  to  furnish  him- 
self with  the  list  of  the  polls  and  ratable  estates  of  the  subscribers  an- 
nually by  the  first  day  of  November. 

"4th.  That  the  committee  appointed  as  hereinbefore  dircxted,  and  all 
committees  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  shall  some  time  in  the  month  of 
December,  annually,  meet  and  make  out  from  the  list  of  the  subscribers 
a  Rate-Bill,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  collector  with  a  warrant  signed 
by  proper  authorities  for  the  collection  of  the  same,  and  also  a  duplicate 
rate-bill  and  deliver  it  to  the  said  ^Ir.  l^ooge,  so  that  any  subscriber  if 
he  chooses  may  pay  his  rate,  or  tax,  or  proportion  to  him  ;  and  the 
said  minister's  recei[)t  shall  be  good  accounting  with  such  collector  for 
his,  her,  or  their  rate. 

5th.  That  no  person  shall  be  holden  to  this  subscription  after  he 
shall  have  actually  removed  from  the  town  of^ Georgia,  in  case  he  has 
paid  all  taxes  previous  to  his  removal. 

"  6th.  That  any  person  becoming  ti  subscriber,  who  shall  at  the  time 
of  subscribing  be  a  member  of  any  church  different  from  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  Georgia,  or  shall  hereafter  become  a  member  of  any 
other  church,  shall  have  the  privilege  to  withdraw  his  «,or  her  name 
from  the  subscription  on  previously  paying  all  taxes  that  have  arisen. 

"  7th.  That  all  future  meetings  shall  be  warned  by  the  clerk  chosen 
by  the  subscribers,  on  the  application  of  seven  of  the  subscribers,  giving 
.twelve  days'  notice  in  said  warnings,  and  shall  be  governed  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present. 

8th.  That  this  subscription  shall  not  be  binding  on  the  subscribers 
unless  there  shall  be  suflicient  subscribed,  so  that  the  tax  on  each  sub- 
scriber shall  not  exceed  three  cents  on  the  dollar  as  his  proportion. 


578      History  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  Counties. 


"  Subscribed  by  us  :  Williain  Post,  Daniel  Lay,  Elijah  Dec,  Nathan 
Murray,  Jesse  Post,  Joseph  Stannard,  Frederic  Cushman,  Ira  Hinckrey, 
Asa  Stannard,  Walter  Colton,  Jared  Watkins,  John  Shaw,  Ansell  Mer- 
ritt,  Nathaniel  Merritt,  Justus  St)']es,  Titus  Trail,  George  l^amb,  Jariah 
Lewis,  Hezekiah  Keeler,  Francis  Davis,  Bohan  Shepard,  James  Evarts, 
John  Judd,  Samuel  Laflin,  Elisha  Bartlett,  Abraham  Lafhn,  Edmund 
Lamb,  Joseph  Doane,  P^.benezer  l^ooge,  Abel  Blair,  Frederic  Bliss, 
PVancis  l^Idred,  Luman  Graves,  Samuel  C.  Booge,  IMartin  Merritt, 
Janna  Churcnill,  Phillip  Ellis,  Obadiah  ._^yright,  Noah  Lomis,  Samuel 
Winten,  Silas  Robinson,  jr.,  Abner  B.  Nichols,  Jolm  Lomis,  William 
Hubbard,  Abel  Post,  Janna  Churchill,  jr.,  Elisha  ]3artlclt,  jr.,  Roger 
Lomis,  Henry  Chapman,  Moses  Barber,  Israel  Joslin,  Henry  Gibbs, 
Uriah  Rogers,  John  White,  Nathaniel  Lay,  Stephen  Goodman,  Daniel 
Stannard,  Obadiah  Gilbert,  Jpscph  Dinsmore,  James  Hotchkiss,  Holley 
Witters,  Jonathan  Danforth. 'l  lira  Hill,  JJavid  Clark,  Nathaniel  Tor- 
rey,  Silas  Smith,  William  Post,  jr.,  I^benezer  Goodrich,  P^lijah  Dee,  jr., 
Simon  Ellsworth,  Levi  i^arber,  Jithiel  Scott,  Nathan  Perry,  Elijah  Hunt, 
Roswell  Lomis,  David  Stevens,  Asahel  Johnson,  Elisha  Cleveland, 
Obadiah  Hills,  lidward  Hall,  Joseph  l^arron,  Loammi  I^attee,  John  St. 
John,  Darius  l^latchle}',  Andrew  Gilder,  Hezekiah  Winchell,  J.  D.  W. 
Kip,  Titus  Bushnell,  Joel  Fairchild,  Enos  Pease,  Elisha  Hale,  Joshua 
Smedley,  Elijah  Baker,  jr.,  William  ]jallard,  Chester  Andrews,  Noble 
Clark,  William  Sanders,  jr.,  Washington  Dee,  Shiveric  Weeks,  Abner 
J^liss,  ]^>ben  Boyden,  OHver  Thayer,  Samuel  Stannard,  jr.,  Eben  Bishop, 
Levi  Goodrich,  W'ili'am  Wright,  Lomy  Blair,  Luther  ])ishop,  Richard 
Davidson,  William  Powers,  Elijah  W.  Wood,  Alatthew  ]31air,  Isaac 
Chamberlain,  Richard  S\'lvcster,  Jesse  Goodrich,  Seymour  Eggleston, 
William  Wright,  jr.,  John  White,  jr.,  Nathan  Stevens,  Jonah  Lomis, 
Samuel  Sanborn,  Josiah  Hale,  Oliver  Blatchley,  Heman  Newton,  Major 
Post,  John  Hart,  Joseph  Dinsmore,  jr.,  Tim  W.  Osborne,  Peter  Dewey." 

But  notwithstanding  all  this  acrimonious  strife  the  people  individu- 
ally were  greatly  prospered  in  all  their  undertakings.  Saw- mills  were 
early  built  and  a  considerable  lumber  trade  established,  the  surplus 
going  to  Quebec.  True,  the  business  was  not  largely  remunerative,  but 
it  gave  employment  to  men  and  teams,  and  brought  cash  returns. 
From  the  very  beginning  the  manufacture  of  potash  was  carried  on  in 
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several  parts  of  the  town,  making  a  market  for  all  the  aslies  made  in 
clearing  up  the  lands,  and  this  was  a  great  help  to  the  settlers,  "'l^ut  the 
manufacture  of  potash  implied  the  manufacture  of  casks  in  which  to  ship 
it,  and  cooper  shops  gave  em[)loymcnt  to  a  number  of  men.  These  in- 
dustries led  to  the  building  of  a  wharf,  a  considerable  storehouse,  and  a 
store  at  the  lake.  Plere  Nathaniel  B.  Torrey,  an  experienced  and  suc- 
cessful merchant  from  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  conducted  a  profitable 
business  for  several  j^ears.  Tlie  burning  of  lime  at  several  points  along 
the  lake  shore,  for  which  there  grew  up  a  considerable  demand  from  the 
towns  farther  east,  even  as  far  as  Derb}',  gave  employment  to  a  few  men. 
Lake  navigation  gave  sun:imer  emplo}^ment  to  several,  and  "the  lakers" 
made  up  quite  a  little  colony  by  themselves  upon  and  near  the  shore.  The 
policy  inaugurated  by  Captain  Davis  when  he  removed  here,  of  letting 
cattle  and  sheep  on  shares,  had  bcqn  very  helpful  to  the  poor  settlers 
and  those  Avho  came  from  so  far  that  they  could  not  bring  stock  with 
them.  It  has  been  loolced  upon  as  providential  that  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances under  which  Ca})tain  Davis  removed  here  forced  that  business 
upon  him.  IJe  came  here  in  1786  to  look  after  his  land  purchase,  made 
by  l^rederic  Bliss,  but  appearances  all  indicate  that  at  that  time  he 
had  no  intention  of  removing  here.  During  the  summer  of  1787116 
"^became  involved  in  the  insurrection  against  taxation  called  "  Shay's 
rebellion,"  was  arrested,  put  in  irons,  and  having  esca[)ed  came  here, 
and  at  once  began  to  make  preparations  to  remove  his  family  and 
effects  here.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  large  stock  upon  his  farni  at  Will- 
iamstown,  Mass.,  but  such  was  his  resentment  against  the.  government 
of  Massachusetts  that  he  determined  to  remove  everything  movable  as 
soon  as  the  ice  on  the  lake  v/ould  permit,  and  he  sent  Abner  Bliss  there 
to  aid  and  direct  the  removal.  He  had  no  fodder  here,  but  many  of  the 
settlers  were  glad  to  accept  his  offer  to  let  cattle  for  a  term  of  years  to 
double,  and  he  had  no  difficulty  in  placing  most  of  the  lot.  He  was  the 
wealthiest  man  in  the  town  for  several  }'ears,  and  an  active  business 
man,  employed  much  help,  and  contributed  much  toward  the  material 
wealth  of  the  town.  Every  kind  of  mill,  machine,  and  shop  common  to 
the  period  and  the  necessities  of  the  people  had  sprung  up  like  magic. 

The  land  was  rich  and  productive  and  yielded  abundant  crops,  and 
numerous  orchards  were  already  bearing  fruit.    The  population  during 
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tlic  nine  years  between  tlie  censuses  of  1791  and  1 800  had  increased 
more  than  20D  per  cent.,  and  had  reached  1,068  against  81  5  in  Burhng-- 
ton  and  901  in  St.  Albans.  Although  there  had  been  and^'still  was 
some  anxiety  among  the  people  about  the  validit)'  of  their  Lmd  titles 
there  was  little  lacking  to  make  them  contented  and  prosperous,  except 
an  intelligent  and  enterprising  pubHc  spirit  in  relation  to  the  public  in- 
stitutions required  by  the  progressive  spirit  of  the  period. 

At  the  time  of  Ira  Allen's  departure  for  Europe  questions  as  to  the 
validity  of  his  land  titles  had  begun  to  be  raised  by  various  interested 
parties,  causing  not  a  little  anxiet}'  among  the  people.  Although  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  interest  their  discussion  at  length  would  occupy 
unwarranted  space  in  this  place.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  b}'  frequent 
sales  by  auction  for  state  taxes  whatever  of  legal  claim  others  may  at 
some  time  have  had  was  debarred  so  far  as  Allen  and  those  holding  un- 
der him  were  concerned,  and  it  is  not  known  that  any  title  coming  from 
or  through  him  w  as  ever  set  aside.  The  last  effort  in  that  direction  was 
to  procure  a  new  division  of  the  lands,  on  the  claim  that  by  the  original 
survey  the  allowance  for  roads,  rocks,  rivers,  etc.,  as  provided  in  the 
charter,  was  excessive,  and  that  certain  of  the  original  grantees  had  b)- 
«'the  means  been  defrauded  of  their  rights.  A  proprietors*  meeting  was 
called  under  the  laws  of  the  state,  a  new  survey  ordered,  and  the  two  most 
prominent  surveyors  in  the  state  appointed  a  conmiittee  to  conduct  tlie 
survey.  Every  lot  was  accurately  surve\'ed  by  tracing  tlic  old  lines,  and 
^he  surplus,  over  104  acres,  was  set  off  at  the  ends  of  two  adjoining  lots, 
and  laid  out  in  lots  of  fort}-- nine  acres  each,  and  called  the  fourth  division 
of  the  town.  The  cost  of  the  survey  was  $854.80,  which  the  proprie- 
tors paid  by  a  tax  of  three  cents  and  eight  mills  on  each  acre  of  land, 
exclusive  of  public  lands,  on  the  final  withdrawal  of  the^  claims  of  the 
contestants,  and  the  agreement  on  their  part  that  "  nothing  shall  be 
construed  to  operate  against  the  right  of  the  settlers  to  hold  the  whole 
of  the  land  included  in  the  original  lines  of  each  lot  in  consequence  of 
the  lines  separating  the  lands  in  each  over  104  acres,  as  mai^ked  on  said 
surve}'."  Allen's  transactions  with  the  people  of  Georgia  were  fully 
vindicated,  although  the  survex'ors  found  land  enough  in  excess  of  the 
104  acres  to  a  lot  to  make  sixty- eight  lots  of  forty-nine  acres  each, 
which  had  been  allowed  for  the  various  kinds  of  waste  land  alluded  to. 
This  settlement  was  effected  April  10,  1  S06. 


Town  of  Georciia. 


The  condition  of  the  roads  of  the  town  was  the  cause  of  much  dis- 
content. The  route  from  Burhngton  to  the  north  had  hitherto  followed 
Allen's  original  ''road,"  which  entered  the  town  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Pisgali,  tlience  to  tlie  Gilder  place  on  tlie  north  bow  of  the  river,  thence 
across  the  river  and  by  tlie  most  feasible  but  quite  crooked  route  to 
Georgia  and  St.  Albans.  This  was  the  original  stage  or  post  road  from 
Builington  to  St.  Albans.  In  1798  a  court  committee,  consisting  of 
Elislia  Sheldon,  Jonathan  Spafford,  and  Joshua  Stanton,  with  James 
Herrick  as  surveyor,  laid  a  post  or  stage  road  six  rods  wide  across  the 
town  substantially  as  it  still  exists,  and  the  town  was  assessed  $57  as  its 
share  of  tlic  cost  of  the  commission.  This  the  town  refused  to  pay, 
which  was  the  beginning  of  a  long  and  bitter  contest  over  appropria- 
tions for  laying  and  building  roads.  The  repressive  element  was  in  the 
majority,  and  \'oted  down  every  question  involving  any  tax  except  that 
imposed  by  statute.  The  interests  of  the  business  men  of  the  town  were 
suffering,  but  their  protests  were  in  vain.  Captain  Torrey's  wharf,  store- 
house, and  store  at  the  lake  were  burned,  and  he  refused  to  rebuild,  but 
subsequcntl)'  sold  out  to  his  son,  IMilton  B.  Torre}%  who  in  a  more  lim- 
ited way  afterwards  did  quite  a  large  amount  of  business,  which  reached 
as  far  east  as  Johnson,  but  which  was  not  nearly  as  large  as  would  have 
been  the  case  with  better  roads,  and  most  of  the  transportation  business 
was  finally  diverted  to  Burlington. 

The  cause  of  education  was  under  the  same  ban.  Jn  1806,  the  ear- 
liest record  at  hand,  there  were  602  scholars  between  the  ages  of  four  and 
eighteen  in  the  elc\'en  district  schools  of  the  town.  In  1807  626  were 
reported.  Not  one  of  these  schools  was  supported  or  aided  by  a  property 
tax  beyond  the  public  money  provided  by  law.  The  merest  rudiments 
were  taught  in  them,  and  all  beyond  that  must  be  obtained  at  private 
cost,  and  outside  of  the  public  schools.  The  direct  and  hot  unnatural 
effect  of  this  spirit  of  repression  of  every  effort  to  upbuild  the  town  and 
society  was  to  extrude  the  better  and  more  progressive  element  of  the 
population.  "  One  by  one  those  who  came  here  with  high  hopes  and 
ardent  expectations  gathered  their  garments  about  them,  shook  off  the 
dust  of  the  town,  and  departed.  It  has  been  said  on  apparently  good 
authority  that  more  than  half  of  the  men  who  took  an  active  part  in 
building  the  meeting-house  left  town  within  seven  years,  and  that  not 
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half  of  those  whose  names  were  on  the  subscription  Hst  were  represented 
in  person  or  b}'  descendants  at  the  end  of  hfteen  years.  But  notwith- 
standing this  hegira,  if  such  it  may  be  properly  called,  the  population 
increased  about  sixt}'-four  per  cent,  between  1800  and  18 10,  or  to  1,760, 
and  it  was  still  the  most  populous  town  of  the  county,  St.  Albans  at 
that  time  having  a  population  of  1,609.  During  the  next  decade  there 
was  a  falling  off  to  1.703.  But  in  1830  it  was  1,897  !  1840,  2,106; 
in  1850,2,686;  in  1S60,  1,547;  in  1870,  1,603;  1880,  1,504;  in  1890, 
1,282.  The  apparent  increase  between  1S40  and  1850  was  due  to  the 
circumstance  that  a  considerable  number  of  laborers  were  engaged  in 
building  the  railroad  across  the  town  at  the  time  the  enumeration  of 
1850  was  made,  and  the  population  reported  was  abnormal. 

Georgia  at  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of  181  2  had  three  militia  com- 
panies, all  of  which  were  at  some  time  called  into  the  service  of  the  " 
United  States.  The  rolls  of  all  these  men  were  "spirited"  away  by 
pension  agents  when  the  government  first  began  to  grant  pensions  for 
that  service,  and  never  returned.  A  company  of  "troopers,"  or  rather  a 
small  detachment  from  such  a  compan)^  did  service  principally  as 
bearers  of  dispatches  in  Northern  New  York  for  a  period  of  nearly  sixty 
days,  but  not  long  enough  to  entitle  the  members  to  a  pension  for  sixty 
days.  Several  of  them  received  bounty  land,  however,  among  whom 
only  Abner  Bliss  and  Osmond  I>amb  are  positively  identified  at  the 
present  time.  There  is  proof  of  the  transfer  by  these  two  pf  bounty 
warrants  for  forty  acres  each,  and  subsequently  auQther  for  the  res- 
idue of  160  acres  each  under  a  later  act  of  Congress.  Captain 
Jesse  Post  with  a  small  company  was  at  Plattsburgh  in  1813  at 
the  time  Governor  P\Iartin  Chittenden  issued  a  proclamation  calling  the 
militia  home.  Among  the  signers  of  the  "  protest,"  in  which  the  offi- 
cers refused  to  return  until  duly  discharged  by  the  authority-  of  the 
United  States,  appear  the  names  of  Elijah  Dee,  jr.,  major,  and  Hira 
Hill,  surgeon's  mate,  t7om  this  tou-n.  A  considerable  number  of  volun- 
teers were  present  at  Plattsburgh  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  and  se\'eral 
others  were  left  along  the  way  for  lack  of  means  of  getting  across  the 
lake.  Those  who  reached  the  west  shore  of  South  Hero  organized  a 
company  with  Elijah  Dee,  jr.,  as  captain;  Jesse  Post,  lieutenant;  Sey- 
mour Eggleston,  ensign  ;  and  Alvah  Sabin,  orderly  sergeant.  On.their 
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arrival  at  Plattsburgh  the  organization  was  changed  by  promoting  Cap- 
tain Dee  to  the  office  of  major,  and  Lieutenant  Post  to  the  captaincy. 
They  were  then  marclied  to  the  fort,  where  they  were  supphed  with 
arms.  But  it  appears  they  took  no  active  part  in  the  battle  and  soon 
returned. 

A  company  of  the  mih'tia  'from  Georgia  was  called  into  service  for  a 
short  period  during  the  "Radical  u-ar  "  in  Canada  to  guard  the  frontier. 
Georgia  also  furnished  its  full  quota  of  men  during  the  Southern  Re- 
beUion.  That  most  gallant  Vermont  officer,  General  George  J.  Stan- 
nard,  was  a  native  of  Georgia,  but  had  long  been  a  resident  of  St.  Albans 
before  entering  the  country's  service.  ' 

John  White  was  the  first  citizen  of  Georgia  to  hold  an  official  position. 
At  the  time  of  his  removal  from  Arlington  he  was  an  assistant  judge,  or 
"  assistant "  as  they  wcro  general!}^  called  for  short  at  that  time,  an 
office  which  he  had  held  since  1783,  four  years.  When  Chittenden 
county  was  organized  in  1787  he  was  the  first  assistant  judge  appointed 
for  that  count}^  and  held  the  office,  except  in  1793,  until  the  organiza- 
tion of  Franklin  county  in  1796,  in  all  seven  )'ears.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  Franklin  county  he  was  again  the  first  assistant  judge  for  that 
county,  and  continued  in  office  two  years,  making  in  all  thirteen  years 
of  continuous  service  in  the  three  counties  with  the  break  of  one  year  in 
Chittenden  county.  As  assistant  judge  he  organized,  under  the  laws  of 
the  state,  this  and  a  considerable  number  of  the  other  towns  in  this  part 
of  Vermont.  At  the  second  town  meeting  he  was  elected  moderator, 
first  selectman,  and  treasurer  of  the  town,  and  from  that  time  on  w^as 
almost  invariably  elected  to  some  prominent  office  until  in  old  age  he 
declined  to  serve  longer.  He  was  elected  to  the  legislature  in  the 
years  1790,  1794,  and  1800,  but  in  1794,  having  also  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  Council,  he  sewed  in  that  bod\',  and  the  town  was  un-  ^ 
represented  in  the  House.  In  1793  he  was  a  candidate  for  member  of 
the  Council  and  declared  elected,  but  on  the  I4tli  of  October,  four  days 
after  he  had  taken  his  seat,  errors  in  the  canvas  of  the  votes  were  dis- 
covered and  Jacob  Bayley,  of  Newbury,  was  found  entitled  to  the  seat  in 
his  stead.  His  service  in  the  Council  was  from  1794  until  179S  and 
from  1801  until  1 808 — eleven  )'ears.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  Censors  in  1792  and  1799;  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1791 
and  1793;  and  a  presidential  elector  in  1808. 
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Frederic  Bliss  was  born  in  Weston  (now  Warren),  iMass.,  July  15, 
1763,  and  became  practically  the  first  settler  of  Georgia  in  his  twenty- 
second  year  and  actual  resident  in  his  twenty-third  year.  On  the  or- 
ganization of  the  town  in  1788  he  was  elected  constable,  and  from  that 
time  to  his  death  he  was  almost  constantly  in  some  public  position. 
Wlien  he  was  first  made' a  justice  of  the  peace  does  not  appear,  but  lie 
early  acquired  the  tith:  of  "  Fsquire  Bliss,"  and  was  almost  alwa)-s  known 
by  that  name,  even  in  important  ofhcial  documents.  He  was  elected 
assistant  judge  for  l^^anklin  county  in  1804  and  held  the  office  till  1813, 
and  again  from  1815  to  1818,  twelve  years  in  all.  In  1813  he  was 
judge  of  probate  instead  of  count}'  judge,  but  in  connection  with  his 
many  other  cares  the  duties  of  the  office  were  onerous  and  he  declined 
a  re-election.  He  was  councilor  from  1809  to  18  I  3  and  from  181  5  to 
1819;  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1814;  and  town 
representative  in  1819. 

Alvah  Sabin  was  born  in  Georgia,  October  23,  1793.  His  father,  }^cn- 
jamin  Sabin,  was  always  spoken  of  as  from  Williamstown,  Mass.,  although 
his  residence  was  just  over  the  line  in  ]*ownal,  Vt.  His  mother,  Polly 
McMaster,  was  from  Williamstown,  a  daughter  of  Robert  McMaster, 
niece  of  ^Mrs.  Stephen  l^avis,  and  cousin  of  the  Bliss  brothers-  and  others 
of  the  "  Williamstown  contingent."  ?\rr.  Sabin  came  to  Georgia  in  1790 
or  I  791,  bought  and  opened  his  farm,  and  in  January,  1792,  l  eturned  to 
Williamstown  for  his  u  ifc.  He  died  Ma}-  11,  1796,  leaving  her  a  widow 
with  two  sons,  Alvah  and  Daniel,  one  two  years  of  age,  the  other  six 
months.  Alvah',s  mother  was  again  married  in  November,  1797,  and 
again  widowed  in  August,  1800.  The  family  now  consisted  of  his 
mother,  himself,  his  brother,  and  a  half-sister,  and  another  half-sister  was 
born  a  few  months  later.  Alvah  was  now  seven  years  old,  as  ambitious 
to  learn  as  his  mother  v/as  to  have  him,  and  as  wilhng  to  help  her  in  all 
the  numerous  c  ires  that  fell  to  her  lot.  Th^  opportunities  for  schooling 
were  nieager  but  well  improved,  and  with  the  aid  his  mother  was  able  to 
render  he  made  rapid  progress.  Picking  up  what  help  he  could,  here 
and  there,  and  always  giving  nuich  credit  to  the  crowded  condition  of 
the  school  and  the  stimulating  effect  of  competition,  he  early  becanie  a 
teacher  himself.  His  ambition  had  much  iniluence  in  the  organization 
of  a  series  of  select  schools  in  town  which  were  helpful,  and  lie  struggled 
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on  until  he  finally  was  graduated  from  Columbian  College  in  Philadelphia, 
and  became  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  He  became  a  successful  preacher, 
was  employed  from  time  to  time  by  several  different  boards  or  societies, 
and  supplied  churches  of  his  denomination  in  several  places,  notably  Cam- 
bridge, Underbill,  and  Westford.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  Ixaptist 
church  in  Georgia  in  September,  1 821.  In  1826  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent the  town  in  the  legislature,  and  from  that  time  onward  was  much  en- 
gaged in  politics.  His  earliest  active  political  associations  were  with  the 
anti-Masons.  Later  he  became  much  interested  in  the  anti- slavery 
cause,  and  was  for  one  }-ear  employed  as  an  agent  by  the  Slate  Anti- 
Slavery  Society.  He  was  not,  however,  a  political  Abolitionist,  although 
he  was  a  delegate  to  th.e  first  National  Anti-Slavery  Convention.  He 
was  for  nearly  forty  years  almost  continuously  in  office,  as  shown  by  the 
following  lists  which  are  the  best  evidence  which  can  be  presented  of  the 
very  high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  b)-  his  fellow  citizens,  not  of  the 
town  only,  but  of  the  count)',  the  congressional  district,  and  the  state  of 
Vermont.  But  above  all  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  office  he  esteemed 
the  man)'  friendships  he  had  formed  in  public  life,  and  it  was  his  fondest 
boast  that  he  had  at  least  one  personal  friend  in  ever)^  town  in  \^ermont. 
He  removed  to"  Sycamore,  111.,  in  1867,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Georgia  and  acted  as  stated  suppl)^  to  the  church  with  which  he  had  so 
long  been  cojinected,  until  the  autumn  of  1876.  He  died  at  Sycamore 
in  Januar)-,  iSSi,  and  w.is  buried  beside  his  mother  in  Georgia. 

Town  Clerks. — Reuben  Evarts,  17S8-95;  Luman  Graves,  1795-1809; 
Abel  Blair,  1809-19;  Roswell  Hutchins,  1819-20;  Ira  Hinckley,  jr., 
1820-34;  Solomon  J^liss,  jr.,  1834-37;  Lorenzo  Janes,  1837-50;  Au- 
gustus H.  Blair,  1850-53  ;  Nathan  Deane,  1853-55  5  Curtis  Post, 
1855-78;    Mary  13.  Post,  1878-87;  Lorenzo  A.  Post,  1887. 

Toivn  Representatives. — James  l^varts,  1788;  Daniel  Stannard,  1789, 
1792;  John  White,  1790,  1800;  Benjamin  Holmes,  1791,  1/95.  1797, 
1801,  1S03-04,  1809-10,  1812-13;  Levi  House,  1793;  Reuben  Evarts, 
1796;  Stephen  P\airchild,  jr..  1798;  Francis  Davis,  1799,  1802;  John 
White,  jr.,  1805;    Sardius  IModgett,  1806-08;   lilijah  Dee.  jr.,  181  i. 

Note. — The  town  was  not  represented  in  1791,  i  S18,  1S33-34,  and  1888.  John  White 
was  elected  representative  in  1794,  but,  having  been  elected  councilor  also,  his  seat  in 
tlie  House  was  vacant  and  the  town  unrepresented. 
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1814,1821-22,  1824,  1828-29,  1836-37;  ira  Hill,  1815;  Solomon 
Bliss,  1816-17,  1832;  Frederic  Bliss,  1819;  Joel  Barber,  jr.,  1820, 
1825,  1827;  Ira  Hinckley,  jr.,  1823,  1S41;  Alvah  Sabin,  1826,  1835, 
1838,  1840,  1847-49,  1851,  1861-62;  Decius  R.  Bogue,  1830-31; 
William  K.  Warner,  1839;  Lorenzo  Janes,  1842;  Solomon  Bliss,  jr., 
^1843-44;  Isaac  P.  Clark,  1845-46,  1850;  David  P.  Clark,  1852;  Reu- 
ben S.  Shepard,  1853;  Cyrus  Hotchkiss,  1854-55;  George  W.  Rans- 
low,  1856;  Moses  WiglUman,  1857-58,  1874;  Curtis  M.  Post,  1859- 
60;  Hiram  H.  Hale,  1863-64;  Benjamin  F.  Sabin,  1865  ;  Abel  IMiss, 
1866-67;  Joseph  Purmort,  1868-69;  Cephas  A.  Hotchkiss,  1870,  1876; 
William  A.  Caldwell,  1872;  Ephraim  Mills,  1878;  James  K.Curtis, 
1880;  Reuben  E.  Wilcox,  1882;  Oscar  B.  Johnson,  1884;  Lorenzo  A. 
Po-st,  1886;  Ephraim  L.  Ladd,  1890. 

Georgia  Academy. — Large  families  of  children  were  fashionable  in  the 
earlier  days  of  Vermont,  and  as  a  natural  result  the  schools  were  large 
and  crowded,  and  the  means  and  methods  of  instruction  were  necessarily 
such  that  barely  the  rudiments  of  education  were  obtainable  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  Ira  Allen,  though  unable  by  reason  of  adverse  fortune  to 
carry  out  all  his  intentions  and  promises,  was  practically  the  founder  of 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  by  that  means  provision  was  early 
made  for  a  collegiate  education.  But  there  was  still  no  provision  of  law 
for  supplying  the  means  of  obtaining  the  higher  elementary  and  prepara- 
tory instruction.  Private  instruction  by  some  minister  or  lawyer  was 
eagerly  sought  by  aspiring  young  men.  In  Georgia  Minister  Bogue 
and  Lawyer  Child  with  all  their  man\'  other  cares  were  helpful,  but  far 
from  able  to  satisfy  the  many  demands  upon  them,  and  they  lent  their 
aid  to  the  young  men  in  establishing  a  series  of  select  schools  taught  by 
some  under-graduate  from  the  college  at  Burlington,  or  elsewhere. 
These  were  held  in  any  vacant  room  which  could  be  obtained  for  the 
purpose,  a  vacant  store  belonging  to  Capt.  N.  B.  Torrey  at  the  "north 
end  "  being  the  first,  and  the  old  red  *'  Downs  store,"  recently  removed 
and  converted  into  a  dwelling  at  the  "  south  end,"  being  the  principal  seats 
of  the  school  until  the  brick  school-hcuse  w-as  erected  in  1827.  While 
the  district  was  building  that  house  for  its  own  use,  and  after  it  was  well 
under  way,  it  was  suggested  by  a  thoughtful  citizen  that  a  second  story 
might  be  super-added  for  the  select  school,  which  had  now  come  to  be 
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considered  a  necessary  and  established  institution  of  the  town.  The 
district  consented  whh  the  understanding  that  the  extra  expense  should 
be  met  b\'  subscription,  and  tliat  the  bm'lding  when  completed  should 
be  and  remain  forever  the  property  of  the  district  and  subject  to  its 
control.  In  other  words  the  subscribers  should  not  by  reason  of  their  sub- 
scriptions obtain  any  property  right  in  or  control  of  the  building.  In 
short  the  district  was  determined  to  effectually  bar  an)'  such  strife  as  had 
resulted  from  the  mixed  ownership  in  the  meeting-house. 

The  Georgia  Select  School  here  for  the  first  time  liad  a  home,  and  it 
at  once,  though  in  comparatively  restricted  quarters,  became  much  the 
most  popular  school  of  its  class  in  the  county,  though  dependent  wholly 
upon  tuitions  for  its  support.  There  was  no  act  of  incorporation,  no 
authoritative  board  of  control,  but  a  few  citizens  by  common  consent  ap- 
pointed a  prudential  committee,  and  they  in  turn  appointed  Dr.  Horace 
1\  Blair  as  secretary,  which  practically  invested  him  with  the  entire 
management  of  the  school.  The  school  flourished  until  1838,  when  the 
feeling  became  quite  general  that  its  quarters  were  too  restricted,  and 
that  some  more  ample  provision  must  be  made  for  it.  After  much 
deliberation  among  the  more  prominent  of  its  friends  and  supporters  an 
iact  of  incorporation  was  procured  from  the  legislature,  under  date  of 
November  5,  1838,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  erect  a  new  house  on 
land  which  Thomas  Northrop  proposed  to  donate  for  the  purpose,  just 
south  of  the  old  school-house.  Objections  to  the  site  sprang  up,  and  it 
was  proposed  to  locate  it  on  the  land  deeded  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
meeting-house  b\-  Colonel  Holmes,  but  it  was  found  that  his  deed  pro- 
hibited the  erectiofi  of^any  other  building  upon  that  land.  Other  sites 
were  proposed  and  the  result  was  that  the  project  fell  through.  Mr. 
Northrop,  without  waiting  to  dispose  of  his  property,  closed  his  house 
and  removed  to  l^urlington.  Others,  heretofore  active  supporters  of  the 
school,  withdrew  their  support,  and  it  now  began  to  run  down  and  finally 
became  practically  extinct,  although  the  organization,  by  the  active, 
efforts  of  Dr.  Blair,  was  k-ept  up.     From  1839  there  was  occa- 

sionally a  term  of  school,  but  the  institution  was  practically  dead.  In 
1851  an  attempt  was  made  to  erect  a  new  building,  which  finally  culmi- 
nated in  obtaining  leave  of  such  of  the  proprietors  of  the  meeting-house 
as  could  be  found  to  do  off  rooms  in  the  upper  story  of  that  buildiiig 
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for  the  use  of  tlie  academy.  A  formal  transfer  of  the  rights  of  these 
proprietors  to  the  meeting-house  was  obtained;  a  subscription  of $69.6 
raised  and  collected  ;  the  house  was  fitted  up  and  supplied  with  such 
apj^aratus  as  could  be  obtained;  and  in  1 852  the  school  was  again  in 
operation  with  a  full  corps  of  teachers  and  a  large  attendance  of  scholars. 
For  four  or  fiv^e  years  it  continued  to  flourish,  but  the  graded  school  sys- 
tem in  the  neighboring  towns  began  to  draw  off  the  patronage  of  the 
academy  and  other  causes  conspired  with  this  to  lessen  the  support  till 
it  became  no  longer  able  to  keep  up  a  sufficient  attendance  to  support 
the  school  through  the  year,  and  it  again  fell  into  decadence.  The  cor- 
poration is  kept  in  existence,  and  the  house  in  fair  condition  for  occu- 
pancy. A  school  is  maintained  a  part  of  each  year  by  some  person  who 
is  willing  to  take  the  risk  of  collecting  sufficient  tuition  to  remunei  ate 
b'im  for  his  labor  in  getting  it  up  and  running  it.  It  exerted  a  wide  and 
beneficent  influence  in  its  day,  and  its  past  history  still  inspires  its 
friends  to  hope  that  it  may  yet  be  rejuvenated.  An  active  educational 
interest  has  been  aroused  among  the  people,  the  best  class  of  school- 
liouses  are  being  erected  in  the  several  districts,  and  uKiny  eyes  are 
turned  w  ith  hope  toward  "  the  old  academy."  A  complete  list  of  the 
teachers  might  be  of  much  interest  to  former  pupils,  but  although  the 
names  of  many  of  them  are  obtainable  a  full  and  correct  list  is  not,  and 
it  is  thought  best  to  omit  them  altogether.  : 

7V/e  Congregational  ChurcJi. — The  first  sermon  preached  in  Georgia 
was  by  Rev.  Mr.  Murdock,  Congregationalist,  of  Saybrook,  Conn.,  from 
\thence  came  several  of  the  families  of  the  town.  In  1793  a  Congrega- 
tional church  was  orgci'uized  b\'  Rev.  I\Ir.  Smith,  a  missionary,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  members  :  William  Post,  Keziah  Post,  Elijah  Dee, 
Miriam  Dee,  Nathaniel  Perry.  Benjamin  Sabin,  Abraham,  Hatheway, 
Hannah  Ilathewa}',  Ira  Hinckley,  Elizabeth  Hinckley,  Sarah  Evarts, 
Alice  Cushman,  Anna  Ballard,  I^enedict  Alvord,  Molly  Naramore, 
Daniel  La)-,  and  Edward  Giltin.  During  the  controversy  over  settling 
a  minister  over  this  church  under  the  statutes  of  the  state,  elsewhere  al- 
luded to,  several  different  ministers  officiated  on  trial  or  as  stated  supply 
for  short  periods.  Among  these  were  Mr.  Babbitt,  Mr.  Collins,  Mr. 
Bliss,  Mr.  Prentice,  ]\Ir.  Sabin,  and  others.  The  Rev.  Publius  Yirgil- 
ius  Booge  (or  Bogue,  as  the  name  has  been  spelled, since  about  that  time), 
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of  Winchester,  Conn.,  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  was  settled  over  the 
cluirch  in  1803  and  filled  the  pastorate  until  October  20,  18 13.  For 
two  years  subsequent  to  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Booge  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor.  October  10,  1815,  the  church  and  society  extended 
a  call  to  Eben  H.  Doinian,  a  licentiate,  to  settle  over  tliem  and  the 
church  in  Fairfax  and  divide  the  time  between  the  two.  He  accepted 
the  call  and  was  ordained  November  15,  18  I  5.  He  was  dismissed  from 
Fairfax,  December  22,  1823,  at  the  s  olicitation  of  the  church  in  Georgia, 
with  a  view  to  devoting  his  entire  time  to  the  interests  of  that  church, 
but  was  dismissed  from  that  also  on  his  own  request  oil  the  third  day  of 
the  following  November.  The  chu.rch  was  without  a  pastor  until 
July  21,  1828,  when  Rev.  Luther  P.  Blodgctt  was  installed  as  such.  It 
had,  in  the  meantime,  enjoN'cd  the  pastoral  services  of  Rev.  Dana  Lamb, 
a  resident  of  the  town  and  student  in  the  University  of  Vermont,  under 
whose  ministrations  fifty- one  persons  entered  into  fellowship  with  the 
church.  Mr.  Blodgctt  was  dismissed  i\Lu'ch  4,  1830.  The  anti- Ma- 
sonic excitement  v/hich  was  sweeping  over  the  country  at  that  time 
struck  the  church  like  a  modern  cyclone  and  dashed  it  in  pieces.  The 
anti-ALisonic  element  was  ascendant,  and  maintained  the  organization 
and  held  the  house  of  worship,  but  having  lost  fellowship  with  neighbor- 
ing churches  it  was  unable  to  obtain  a  minister.  The  conservatives 
proceeded  at  once  to  organize  a  new  church,  erect  a  new  house  of  wor- 
ship, and  call  the  Rev.  George  W.  Ranslow  to  the  pastorate.  The 
house  was  dedicated  in  the  winter  of  1832-33,  and  Mr.  Ranslow  installed 
June  13,  1833.  July  12,  1837,  the  two  churches  were  united  as  "one 
indivisible  church  under  the  name  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Georgia."  The  union  was,  however,  more  formal  than  real.  But  few 
of  the  anti-Masons  e^er  fully  accepted  the  terms  of  union  ;  some  re- 
moved elsewhere  and  others  joined  other  denominations.  Mr.  Ranslow 
was  dismissed  January  31,  1855,  after  a  suecessful  pastorate  of  over 
twenty- two  years.  Rev.  George  E.  Sanborne,  a  licentiate  of  Andover 
Seminary,  was  ordained  pastor  January  i,  1857,  ^^'^^  dismissed  April  9 
1861.  Rev.  C.  C.  Torrey  was  installed  December  16,  1868,  and  dis- 
missed after  a  pastorate  of  three  or  four  years,  l^etween  and  since  these 
several  pastorates  the  church  and  society  have  generally  maintained  a 
preaching  service  with  either  a  temporar)-  or  stated  supply.     The  Rev. 
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Charles  W.  Clark,  a  native  of  the  town,  has  been  acting  pastor  since  1877. 
The  meeting-house  has  recently  (1S91)  been  reconstructed  and  repaired 
in  more  modern  st}'le  and  the  most  thorough  manner. 

TJie  Baptist  CJiurcJi. — Although  there  were  few  Baptists  then  in  town 
a  church  of  that  faith  was  organized  October  21,  1793,  and  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin Holmes  and  Ephraim  Lewis  were  ordained  deacons.  Whether 
they  had  previously  maintained  any  public  service  does  not  appear,  but 
Rev.  Roswell  IMears  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  1807.  At  a  special 
town  meeting  held  November  loth  of  that  year  the  town  voted  to  di- 
rect the  selectmen  to  deed  to  "the  Baptists  in  Georgia  sixty-five  acres 
of  land  off  the  east  end  of  the  lot  that  lies  near  Isaac  Maxfield's  "  as  a 
part  of  the  minister's  right.  Their  claim  to  a  share  of  the  land  had 
been  pressed  from  time  to  time  all  through  the  coiUroversy  over  that 
question,  and  had  been  before  the  town  several  times  since  the  anange- 
ment  with  Mr.  Booge  was  consummated  on  the  plea  that  it  was  pledged 
to  them  whenever  the  town  should  obtain  possession  of  it.  That  bone 
of  contention  now  having  been  removed  by  the  final  action  of  the  town 
another  arose.  The  Congregationalists  had  heretofore  had  the  unre- 
stricted use  of  "the  meeting-house."  Now  the  Baptists,  having  obtained 
'a  minister  of  their  own,  claimed  the  right  to  use  it  half  the  time.  This 
was  denied  by  the  other  party,  and  a  bitter  contest  over  the  question  was 
finally  settled  by  dividing  the  use  of  the  house  in  proportion  to  the 
ownership  of  the  two  denominations  and  their  respective  adherents. 
The  Congregationalists  then  bought  a  store  on  the  southwest  of  the  four 
corners  at  the  south  end  of  the  village,  and  fitted  it  up  for  a  "conference 
house."  This  wa5  found  so  much  more  convenient  and  comfortable  than 
the  large  house  that  most  of  their  meetings  were  thereafter  held  there 
until  the  erection  of  the  brick  meeting-house  in  1832,  but  they  reserved 
their  right  to  use  the  old  house  as  they  had  occasion.  The -Baptists  also 
found  the  old  house  too  large  for  comfortable  occupancy,  and  after  the 
brick  school-house  was  built  in  1827  they  used  for  some  time  the  upper 
story,  or  select  school  room,  for  their  meetings.  From  1833  the  Con- 
gregationalists relinquished  the  use  of  the  meeting- house  entirely,  and 
the  Baptists,  who  had  a  few  years  before  put'stoves  into  it,  continued  sole 
occupants  until  about  1847,  when  they  erected  a  new  and  commodious 
house  at  the  "Plain,"  and  also  abandoned  the  old  house.    Elder  IMears 


Town  of  Georgia. 


591 


retained  the  pastorate  until  1825,  when  Elder  Alvah  Sabin  became  asso- 
ciated with  him  and  preached  half  of  the  time.  In  1828  Elder  Sabi^i 
became  pastor  and  retained  the  relation  until  1 867,  when  he  removed  to 
Illinois.  At  several  different  times  during  his  pastorate  he  was  absent  for 
protracted  periods  of  time  and  others  supplied  his  place.  Rev.  N.  H. 
Downs  occupied  that  position  during  a  year  that  he  was  in  the  service 
of  the  State  Convention,  Rev.  E.  B.  Smith  a  part  or  all  of  the  time  of 
his  absence  as  member  of  Congress,  and  others  at  other  times.  Be- 
tween 1870  and  1876  Elder  Sabin  preached  to  the  church,  over  which 
he  had  so  long  been  pastor,  as  stated  supply.  Since  1876  Rev.  Joseph  G. 
Lorimer  has  been  pastor.  In  1886  the  meeting-house  at  the  Plain  was 
destroyed  by  fire  and  another  more  modern  and  elegant  edifice  was  built 
in  its  stead.  The  society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
'  The  Methodist  Episcopal  CJiurcJi  has  an  organized  society  in  Georgia 
which  is  united  with  a  like  socict}'  in  North  Eairfax  for  the  support  of 
the  various  services  and  institutions  of  that  church.  No  records  of  its 
organization  or  early  history  are  to  be  found.  A  commodious  house  of 
worshij")  was  built  in  Georgia  about  1847,  ''"^  which  services  have  been 
maintained  with  regularity  since  that  time.  It  has  a  comfortable  par- 
sonage. The  membership  is  not  large,  but  it  sustains  all  its  relations 
creditably. 

TJie  Evnnanncl Protestant  Episcopal  CJuivcIl  and  Mission  are  pleasantly 
located  at  East  Georgia,  on  the  River  Eamoille  and  near  the  railroad 
station.  Some  seventy-four  or  six  years  ago  Bishop  Stewart,  of  Que- 
bec, happened  to  spend  a  night  not  far  from  the  present  site  of  the 
church.  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Hyde,  then  a  little  girl  of  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  waited  on  him,  and  the  appearance  and  words  of  this  ven- 
erable man  so  deeply  impressed  her  that  she  never  forgot  them,  and  they 
proved  to  be  as  seeds'  of  a  rich  gospel  fruitage  in  after  years.*  Although 
born  in  St.  Albans  (on  May  15,  1804),  yet  from  early  childhood  East 
Georgia  was  always  her  home,  and  she  ever  felt  a  deep  interest  in  its 
religious  welfare,  and  es])ecially  so  as  it  had  no  church  or  regular  min- 
istrations of  the  gospel.  •  Baptized,  confirmed,  and  a  conimunicant  in  the 
Episcopal  church,  she  prized  its  services  and  wished  to  extend  their  ben- 
efit to  all.  She  first  began  a  Sunday-school  which  met  in  May,  1863, 
in  the  *'  brick  school- house  on  the  hill."    In  IMay,  and  again  in  August, 
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1865,  th'e  Rev.  Francis  \V.  Smith,  of  St.  Albans,  visited  the  place, 
preached,  and  administered  holy  ba[)tisni.  In  the  year  1866  he  gave  a 
nionthh^  service,  which  uas  afterwards  continued  some  three  years,  to 
1869,  by  the  Rev.  John  A.  Hicks,  D.D.  From  1869  to  1871  the  Rev. 
J.  11  Pitman  lield  a  semi-monthly  service.  From  1871  to  1875  the 
Rev.  F.  \Y.  Smith  held  a  weekly  service,  and  in  his  absence  of  several 
months  the  Rev.  N.  F.  Putnam,  of  St.  Albans,  officiated  several  times. 
When  a  clergyman  could  not  be  present  lay  reading  was  had  as  oppor- 
tunity offered.  William  Curtis  I^ost  was  a  lay  reader,  probably  in 
1873-74,  under  the  Rev.  Air.  Smith's  charge,  and  he  died  much  la- 
mented in  May,  1874,  aged  twenty- one  years.  The  Rev.  J.  Isham  Bliss 
officiated  from  May,  1875,  to  IMay,  1880.  The  Rev.  Gemont  Graves 
began  services  in  IMay,  1880,  and  has  continued  them  to  the  present 
time.  Services  have  generally  been  sustained  in  this  mission  in  connec- 
tion with  those  at  Trinity  mission,  Milton.  They  were  generally  held 
in  the  school-house  until  the  church  was  built.  The  work  for  the  new 
church  began  in  May,  1866,  by  a  subscription  drawn  up  by  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Smith,  whose  aid  and  general  charge  in  its  building  were  simply 
invaluable.  In  1869  a  site  \\as  obtained  in  a  convenient  and  central  lo- 
cation. In  June,  187 1,  the  corner-stone  was  laid,  five  clergymen,  be- 
sides the  congregation,  being  present.  On  June  20,  1872,  the  church 
was  consecrated  by  Ushop  Bissell  assisted  by  nine  of  the  clergy  and  a 
large  congregation. 

The  church  is  of  wood,  and  altogether  cost  between  $5,000  and  $6,000, 
contributed  mostfy  by  Miss  Hyde,  aided  by  contributions  of  friends.  It 
seats  about  125  persons.  The  costly  chancel  window  is  in  loving  mem- 
ory of  the  Rev.- Dr.  Hicks,  who  died  in  November,  1869.  The  large 
opposite  window  wgs  put  in  as  a  gift  from  and  in  behalf  of  the  children. 
This  beautiful  and  commodious  church,  with  its  Sundy-school  annex,  is 
itself  a  memorial  of  its  illustrious  founder.  Among  her  efiicient  lielpers 
and  pioneers  in  this  church  enterprise  we  note  the  names  of  Mrs.  Mary 
B.  Post,  A.  Hyde  Grinnell,  Phineas  Spencer,  and  others  now  de- 
ceased or  moved  away.  Her  \'enerable  sister  and  companion  in  good 
works,  Mrs.  Emily  (Hyde)  Grinnell,  still  survives  (December,  1 890)  at 
the  advanced  age  of  some  ninety-four  years.  Miss  Hyde  herself  died, 
after  a  long  sickness,  at  the  house  of  her  brother,  on  August  17,  1882, 
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aged  seventy-eight  years.  The  overflowing  church  at  her  funeral,  and 
the  memorial  sermons  afterwards  preached  in  several  parts  of  the  town 
and  elsewhere,  testified  to  the  deep  and  general  regard  in  which  she  was 
held  and  the  irreparable  loss  sustained.  The  Sunday  neai-est  the  date  of 
her  death  is  annually  kept  as  her  memorial  day,  with  service,  appropriate 
sermon,  holy  communion,  offerings  for  missions  (which  cause  was  very 
dear  to  her  heart),  and  flowers  for  the  altar  and  chancel,  which  latter  are 
afterwards  carried  in  procession  and  laid  on  her  grave.  She  left  a  leg- 
acy to  help  pa}'  its  current  expenses  after  her  decease. 


•  CHAPTl' R  XXXI. 
HI^^TGRY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  HIGHGATE. 

ON  tlie  i/th  day  of  August,  1763,  ]3enning  \Vcntworth,  governor  of 
the  province  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  charter  of  a  tract  or-,  town 
of  land  in  the  extreme  northwest  portion  of  his  supposed  jurisdiction, 
to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Highgate.  This  charter  was  not  un- 
like the  great  majority  of  those  made  by  Governor  Wentworth  during 
the  period  of  his  autliorit\-  over  this  region,  which  commenced  in  1 741 
and  terminated  in  July,  1764.  As  the  reader  must  have  learned  from 
the  perusal  of  earlier  chapters  in  this  work  the  right  of  authority  and 
jurisdiction  over  what  is  now  Vermont,  by  Benning  W^entv/orth,  was 
questioned  and  opposed  by  the  provincial  governor  and  authorities  of 
New  York,  they  claiming  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  latter  extended 
east  to  the  Connecticut  River.  To  settle  the  dispute  both  governors 
agreed  to  refer  the  question  to  the  king,  with  the  result  of  an  order  and 
decree  to  the  effQ,ct  that  the  province  of  New  York  did  extend  east  to 
the  river  above  "mentioned.  This  order  was  made  on  the  20th  of  Jul}-, 
1764,  and  thereafter  Governor  Wentworth  did  not  presume  to  make 
further  grants  or  charters  of  towns  within  the"  region  of  w  hat  is  now  this 
state.  But  this  subject  is  so  fully  discussed  in  one  of  the  general  chap- 
ters of  this  volume  that  no  further  mention  of  it  is.  necessar)'  in  the  pres- 
ent connection. 
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The  charter  made  by  Governor  Wentworth,  by  which  the  town  of 
Highoate  was  brought  into  existence,  contained  conditions  that  were 
to  be  compHed  with  on  the  part  of  the  grantees  therein  named,  and  if 
not  so  fulfilled  the  grant  was  to  become  void  ;  but  as  the  authority  of 
the  grantor  was  terminated  before  the  limit  of  fulfillment  had  expired 
there  was  no  power  to  which  the  town  could  revert,  for  the  New  Hamp- 
shire jurisdiction  had  then  ceased,  so  far  as  this  region  was  con- 
cerned, and  the  Green  ATounlam  Boys  and  the  New  York  authorities 
were  then  contending  for  the  mastery,  and  so  continued,  in  one  charac- 
ter or  another,  until  the  year  1791,  when  the  independence  of  Vermont 
as  a  state  was  recognized  by  the  United  States,  and  she  was  formally  ad- 
mitted into  the  Federal  Union. 

•  One  of  the  several  provisions  and  conditions  of  the  New  Hampshire 
.  charter  was  to  the  eftect  that  the  town  should  be  occupied  and  settled 
within  a  specified  time;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not  so  settled  as 
required,  nor  is  it  understood  that  any  settlement  was  made,  of  a  per- 
manent character,  until  more  than  twent\'  years  after  the  charter  was 
granted.  This  long  delay  of  course  worked  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter, 
but  there  being  no  power  to  accept  the  surrender  the  same  was  not 
made;  and  subsecjuently,  in  the  3'ear  1791  or  1792,  the  town  was  or- 
ganized and  officers  chosen  under  the  same  general  provisions  as  laid 
down  in  the  original  charter.  The  New  Hampshire  charter  also  pro- 
vided for  the  creation  of  a  town  which  should  contain  six  miles  square 
of  land;  but  viewing  the  town  of  Highgate  as  it  is  to-day  one  cannot  but 
^express  surprise" at  the  gross  violation  of  all  propriety  shown  in  estab- 
lishing the  town  on  its  present  lines.  Yet  this  condition  of  things  is 
not  single  to  Highgate  alone,  but  to  nearly  every  town  in  this  county 
that  was  chartered  by  New  Hampshire  in  the  first  instance,  and  some 
chartered  by  Vermont  as  well,  a  result  brought  about  in  great  part  by 
the  operations  of  Ira  Allen  and  some  other  surve)'ors,  they  being  inter- 
ested parties,  who,  in  their  efforts  to  include  the  choicest  lands  within 
certain  grants,  distorted  and  twisted  the  lines  into  all  conceivable  shapes 
and  directions,  and  were  onl\'  careful  that  they  inchided  not  less  than 
thirty-six  square  miles  within  a  town,  particularly  in  instances  where 
they  had  personal  interests  in  the  grant.'  This  was  done  at  the  very 
outset,  and  when  subsequent  surveys  of  other  towns  were  made  the 
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more  recent  surveyors  were  obliged  to  conform  themselves  to  lines 
already  established  as  the  boundaries  of  other  towns  previously  sur- 
ve\cd. 

It' appears  that  the  town  now  known  b\'  tlie  name  of  Highgate  was  at 
one  time  known  as  Woodbridge,  though  the  period  of  its  existence  as 
such  was  quite  brief.  The  General  Assembly  of  Vermont,  on  the  26th 
of  October,  178  I,  passed  a  rcr^olution,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

''Resolved,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  IMajor  Theodore 
Woodbridge  and  compan\%  and  unto  ]\Ir.  Joseph  Jones  and  company, 
to  the  number  of  sixty-five,  a  township  of  land  containing  six  miles 
square, *in  some  of  the  unappropriated  lands  w  ithin  this  state.  And  the 
Surve}'or- General  is  hereby  directed  to  survey  township  to  the  said  Ma- 
jor Woodbridge,  Jones  ^  Comj^anies  as  soon  as  may  be  on  some  part 
of  the  unapproj)riated  lands  as  aforesaid.  And  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil are  hereby  requested,  as  soon  as  the  returns  of  the  Surveyor-General 
be  made  as  aforesaid,  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said 
township  to  the  said  Woodbridge,  Jones  &  Companies  equall}' ;  provided 
they  pay  the  fees  in  Lead,  Flhits,  or  /laid  money,  under  such  restrictions, 
reservations,  and  upon  such  Conditions  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

"  Resolved y  That'  the  proprietors  of  the  township  granted  to  Major 
Woodbridge,  Mr.  Jones  &  Companies  pay  nine  pounds  lawful  money  for 
each  right.'.' 

Theodore  Woodbridge  was  a  citizen  of  Rhode  Island,  was  major  in 
the  Continental  service,  and  in  the  list  of  officers  entitled  to  half  pay 
under  the  acts  of  .Congress.  Concerning  Joseph  Jones  but  little  is 
known,  except  that  he  must  have  been  in  Congress  from  \'irginia.  for 
such  an  one  was  not  unfriendly  to  the  independence  of  Vermont. 

A  charter  of  a  town  called  Woodbridge  was  subsequently  executed, 
but  the  grantees  failed  to  comply  with  the  prescribed  conditions,  and  the 
charter  was  given  by  Governor  Chittenden  to  Ira  Allen  as  securit}'  for 
the  indebtedness  of  the  state  to  Allen  at  the  time.  From  what  can  now 
be  leanied  of  the  matter  the  charter  of  Woodbridge  describes  a  town 
bordering  on  the  east  of  Alburgh,  apparent!}-  Highgate,  which  liad  been 
chartered  by  New  Hampshire  in  1763.  The  charter  to  W'oodbridge  and 
compan\'  was  forfeited  for  non-payment,  and  thereafter  \\  as  regarded 
and  called  by  Governor  Chittenden  and  others  "a  flying  grant."  Oc- 
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tober  23,  1 783,  the  House  passed  an  act  givn'ng  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil authority  to  take  such  measures  as  to  them  appear  eh'gible,  in  the 
.recess  of  the  legislature,  to  procure  such  stores,  or  money  to  purchase 
stores,  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  enable  the  surveyor- general  to 
complete  a  survey  of  the  towns  of  this  state,  and  to  give  the  surveyor- 
general  such  advice  and  directions  as  they  may  think  necessary  from 
time  to  tir^c  in  the  pMosccution  of  his  business."  On  the  next  day  in  the 
execution  of  this  trust  the  Governor  and  Council  empowered  and  di- 
rected Ira  Allen,  as  survc)'or- general,  to  dispose  of  the  tow^n  granted 
to  Major  Woodbridge,  together  with  other  lands,  and  use  the  proceeds 
in  tliC  surveys  ;  also  to  hire  money  or  purchase  stores  for  the  sui  ve}'s, 
"  and  to  pledge  the  faith  of  this  state  for  the  discharge  of  any  such  debts 
contracted  by  him  ;  and  this  state  will  be  accountable  for  the  fulfillment 
of  all  contracts  made  by  him  in  behalf  of  this  state."  Allen  went  on 
with  the  work,  and  as  he  failed  to  dispose  of  the  town  of  Woodbridge 
he  was  compelled  to  use  his  own  funds  in  purchasing  stores.  That  iVllen 
continued  to  furnish  funds  for  the  work  is  shown  by  the  final  settlement 
of  his  accounts.  In  September,  1786,  Allen  was  defeated  as  state  treas- 
urer, which  so  alarmed  him  that  he  called  on  Governor  Chittenden  to 
deliver  to  hin1  a  charter  of  Woodbridge.  The  act  of  October  23,  1783, 
and  the  resolutions  of  the  council  of  the  preceding  day  were  still  in 
force;  under  these  Allen  had  a  legal  right  to  dispose  of 'W^oodbridge  and 
thirty- five  rights  in  Jay  ;  and  the  governor  himself,  with  one-half  of  the 
councilors,  had  already  giveii  the  opinion  that  Allen  was  entitled  to 
them  on  con(Jitions  which  at  this  time  had  been  complied  with.  The 
legislature  met  October  12th  and  the  charter  of  Woodbridge  was  prob- 
ably delivered  on  the  loth,  as  on  that  day  it  was  recorded  in  the  sur- 
veyor-general's record.  But  the  charter  seenis  never  to  have  been  re- 
corded by  the  secretary  of  the  Governor  and  Council  or  the  secretary  of 
state,  yet  it  was  entered  by  Allen  as  surve}'or-general,  and  is  now  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  in  a  book  erroneously  marked  \^olume  2 
of  town  charters.  All  the  town  charters  in  this  book,  Woodbridge  ex- 
cepted, are  in  the  official  record.  The  book  was  in  Allen's  possession 
when  he  died,  and  \\'as  given  awa}'  b}*  his  son,  Ira  H.  Allen,  to  be  used 
as  an  account  book.  It  came  into  the  possession  of  Joseph  l)eeman  in 
1824,  and  was  deposited  by  him  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  on 
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the  supposition  that  it  was  an  official  record  of  cliarters.  The  charter  of 
Woodbridge  given  to  Allen  was  dated  October  26,  178 1,  tlie  date  of  the 
grant  to  Major  Woodbridge,  and  it  was  recorded  by  Allen  on  the  10th 
of  October,  1786,  in  this  book,  which  probably  was  originally  intended 
for  a  state  record,  but  was  withheld  on  account  of  the  questionable  char- 
acter of  the  town  of  Woodbridge. 

Although  this  is  a  subject  which  has  not  been  discussed  by  past  writ- 
ers of  Highgatc  town  history,  and  the  present  writer  may  possibly  be 
treading  on  slightly  dangerous  and  uncertain  ground  in  putting  forth  the 
foregoing  narrative,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  tlie  main 
fact  that  at  least  a  part  of  the  region  now  included  within  the  liiiiits  of 
Highgate  was  formerly,  and  as  above  stated,  granted  to  Major  Wood- 
bridge  and  his  associates,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  Woodbridge. 
But  there  is  evidence  tending  to  show  that  after  the  faikire  of  the  grant 
of  the  tovv'n  known  as  W^oodbridge,  b}-  reason  of  the  forfeiture  on  ac- 
count of  non-payment  of  the  granting  fees,  Ira  Allen  transferred  the 
name  of  Woodbridge  to  the  town  now  known  by  the  name  of  Troy,  in 
which  region  he  also  had  interests  by  reason  of  the  enforcement  of  his 
extraordinary  claims  as  surveyor- general  of  the  state.  On  account  of 
his  services  Ira  Allen  became  a  creditor  of  the  state  to  a  vast  amount, 
something  like  $15,000,  for  the  collection  and  enforcement  of  which  he 
brought  suit,  and  prosecuted  the  same  to  judgment  (so  it/ is  said),  and 
for  the  payment  of  which  a  tax  was  levied  on  the  several  towns.  This 
not  being  paid  in  every  instance  the  lands  were  sold  and  "bid  in"  by 
Allen,  or  in  his  interest.  In  1792  Caleb  Henderson  sold  nearly  the 
whole  town  of  Highgate  for  taxes,  for  the  sum  of  £g^,  to  Ira  Allen,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  sale  a  deed  was  executed  L^ebruary  11,  1794,  and 
appeared  upon  the  record  in  1 803.'  Again,  and  still  later.  Sheriff  Noah 
Chittenden  sold  the  town  to  Ira  Allen  for  £g,  the  deed  for  which  was 
also  recorded  in  1803.  And  for  a  third  time  in  1798,  by  autliority  of 
the  selectmen,  for  the  collection  -of  a  tax  of  one  cent,  the  town  was  sold 
"by  Timothy  Winter,  as  officer,  to  Isaac  Bishop,  for  $3.15  for  each  share. 
Whether  the  latter  sales  were  subject  to  those  preceding  is  uncertain, 
but  they  probably  were,  for  it  is  understood  tliat  Ira  Allen  substantially 
owned  the  town,  and  afterward  leased  and  sold  it  in  parcels.  It  is  a 
fact  that  to-day  there  are  titles  in  Highgate  held  under  the  Allen  leases, 
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and  it  is  understood  tliat  the  reversion  rests  still  with  the  Allen  heirs. 
A  history  of  the  land  tiles  of  Highgate  alone  would  form  an  exceedingly- 
interesting  chapter,  but  such  a  subject  is  liardly  within  the  province  of 
this  \york;  however,  should  such  a  chapter  be  fully  and  correctly  written, 
it  might  have  the  effect  of  quieting  some  uneasiness  in  the  town  on  ac- 
count of  the  possibly  uncertain  quality  of  some  titles.  Concerning  the 
land  sales  for  taxes  Judge  Robinson  has  given  the  town  much  valuable 
history,  and  as  well  on  other  materia!  subjects,  for  all  of  which  the  peo- 
ple will  hold  him  in  grateful  remembrance. 

But  whether  ITighgate  was  settled  and  organized  under  the  New 
Hampshire  charter,  or  under- the  Woodbridge  grant,  or  the  subsequent 
Allen  titles,  is  of  no  material  importance  ;  yet  it -is  a  fact  that  the  town 
does  not  exist  within  the  boundaries  as  prescribed  by  either  of  these  cre- 
ating powers,  nor  according  even  to  the  intention  of  the  grants,  or  either 
bv  them.  On  November  I,  1792,  a  part  of  Alburgh  was  annexed  to  the 
town,  and  on  October  23,  1S06,  Marvin's  Gore  was  likewise  joined  to 
the  town  ;  but  on  November  3,  1836,  a  portion  of  the  territory  which  has 
long  rejoiced  in  the  delightful  appellation  of  Hog  Island  v/as  taken  from 
Highgatc  and  annexed  to  Swanton. 

Concerning  the  early  settlement  of  Highgate  the  papers  of  the  late 
Amos  Skeels  gives  us  the  reliable  information  that  the  pioneers  of  the 
town  were  Joseph  Reyxard,  v.  ho  settled  on  or  near  the  Canada  line;  John 
Hill-iker  on  the  Missisquoi,  north  of  Swanton  ;  Jeremiali  Brewer  and 
Thomas  I^utterfield  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rock  River,  near  the  lake 
shore.  The  persons  above  named  settled  during  the  years  1785  and 
1786.  In  1787  Conrad  Barr,  John  Saxe,  John  Steinhour,  John  Shel- 
ter, George  Wilson,  John  Hogle,  Peter  Lampman,  and  Peter  Waggoner 
also  made  settlements  in  the  town.  As  the  names  of  some  of  these  seem 
to  imply,  they  were  of  Dutch  ancestry,  and  are  said  to  have  made  their 
settlements  here  under  the  belief  that  they  were  locating  in  the  province 
of  Canada.  At  this  particular  period  the  British  authorities  were  claim- 
ing the  right  to  jurisdiction  in  Alburgh  to  a  point  fully  as  far  south  as 
wheix  any  of  those  just  named  were  located  ;  and  the  British  troops 
were  then  in  possession  of  Alburgh  and  other  points  on  the  lake,  and 
were  encouraging  settlement  therein  as  a  part  of  Caldwell's  Manor.  As 
a  preceding  chapter  in  this  work  will  show,  Alburgh  was  claimed  by 
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the  English  government  by  virtue  of  titles  dating  back  to  1744  and 
originated  by  a  grant  frohi  the  King  of  France  ;  and,  by  the  grantee 
tliereof,  regularly  transferred  and  descended  to  the  Cakhvells,  under 
whom  the  claim  was  made  ;  and  from  the  Caldwells  the  title  finally 
passed  to  Heman  Allen,  of  ITighgate,  and  in  him  became  extinguished 
for  lack  of  proper  foundation. 

In  this  same  connection  it  may  properly  be  stated  that  the  territory 
now  included  in  the  town  of  llighgate  was  itself  originally  granted  by 
the  King  of  France,  in  or  about  the  year  174-I,  to  one  Alonsieur  Lusig- 
nan  ;  but  in  common  wilh  the  great  majorit}'  of  the  French  seigniories, 
for  such  they  were  called,  the  title  to  this  grant  was  vested  in  Great  Brit- 
ain by  .right  of  conquest,  the  results  of  the  last  French  and  English  war. 
In  the  same  manner  the  results  of  the  Revolution,  so  called,  merged 
the  title  in  the  United  States,  and  fmalh',  by  the  acts  of  Congress  in 
1791,  was  ceded  to  Vermont  on  the  admission  of  the  latter  to  the  Fed- 
eral Union. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  e.arly  settlement,  from  the  same  authority 
as  heretofore  mentioned  it  is  learned  that  the  first  children  born  in 
Highgate  were  Henry  Steinhour,  Abrani  Reycard,  and  Catharine 
Shelter,  all  during  the  )'ear  1787;  also  in  the  same  year  the  pioneer, 
John  Saxe,  built  the  first  grist-mill  in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town,  a 
locality  that  then  became  established  b}-  the  name  of  Saxe's  Mills,  and 
has  been  so  called  even  to  the  present  da}'.  ]-5et\veen  1^89  and  179 1 
other  families  were  added  to  the  town,  among  whom  were  those  of  John 

Stinets,  Jonathan  Buttcrfield,  Eiias  I^essy,  H.  Sisco,   Teachout, 

Henry  Hoffman,  James  Bopee.  James  Moulte,  and  Thomas  ]3est.  In 
1791  Catharine,  the  wife  of  John  Saxe,  died,  which  event  is  supposed  to 
have  been  the  first  death  in  town.'  In  this  same  year  the  first  school 
was  established,  in  a  house  on  Conrad  Barr's  farm,  near  Saxe's  mill, 
and  taught  first  by  Simeon  Foster  and  afterward  by  Thomas  Thorp  and 
Abram  Hyatt.  In  1797  Andrew  Potter  built  the  first  saw-mill  at  the 
falls,  followed  soon  after  b\'  a  grist-mill  addition.  In  i799^Conrad  Barr 
and  iV.  Moulte  built  the  first  frame  barns,  and  in  1801  Matthew^  God- 
frey and  Peter  Saxe  kept  the  first  store  and  tavern.  The  first  frame 
dwellings  in  the  town  were  built  in  1 802  by  I'^lijah  Rood,    New- 
comb,  and  Conrad  Barr.     Dr.  Joseph  B.  Cutler  was  the  first  physician, 
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settled  in  1806,  and  lived  in  the  town  until  his  death  in  1861.  The  first 
furnace  was  built  in  1 807  by  Abel  Drury.  Thomas  Best  built  the  first 
brick  house  in  iSii.  In  tliis  }'ear  the  first  tannery  was  started  b\' Jon- 
athan Loudon  ;  likewise  Nehemiah  Sabin  and  John  Clough  were  pio- 
neers in  blacksmithing  in  lli^digate. 

In  1791  the  town  of  Highgate  was  credited  with  having  a  resident 
population  of  103  souls,  a  number  sufficient  to  warrant  the  full  organi- 
zation of  the  tow  n  bx-  lhe  election  of  officers,  which  was  according!}- 
done  on  the  3  ist  of  March  of  that  \'ear,  and  resulted  as  follows  :  Moder- 
ator, John  \\^aggont^r;  town  clerk,  Jonathan  Butterfield  ;  constables, 
Isaac  Asseltine  and  Minard  Teachout ;  selectmen,  Jolm  Waggoner,  Mi- 
chael' Lampman,  and  John  Ililliker;  fence  viewers,  Jacob  Hilliker  and 
Peter  Lampman.  It  appears  that  no  representative  to  the  General  As- 
sembly was  elected  in  September  of  this  year,  but  at  the  election  in  1792 
John  Knickerbocker  was  chosen  to  that  office.  A  list  of  the  represent- 
atives from  Highgate  will  be  found  on  a  succeeding  page  of  this  chapter. 

Notwitlistanding  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  that  hindered 
the  settlement  of  the  adj'jining  town  of  Alburgh,  growing  out  of  the  dis- 
j  putes  and  controversies  concerning  the  right  to  authority  and  jurisdic- 
tion over  its  territory,  tli^  people  of  Highgate  were  not  similarly  affected, 
although  the  town  la\'  in  close  proximity  to  the  scene  of  disturbances. 
The  subject  which  most  seriously  affected  the  people  of  this  town  was  the 
uncertain  character  of  their  land  titles,  but  this  was  satisfactorily  over- 
come, and  settlement  continued  to  progress  rapidly  and  the  growth 
itself  was  permanent.  As  has  been  staled  the  whole  population  of  the 
town  in  1791  numbered  but  103  persons,  while  the  year  1 800  found  it 
to  contain  437,  and  by  i8iOthe  number  had  increased  to  the  aggregate 
of  1,374,  it  being  then  fifih  in  population  in  Franklin  county.  But 
unlike  the  majority  of  the  towns  of  the  county  the  early  settlers  had 
among  their  numbei'  a  fair  proportion  of  sturdy,  determined  Dutchmen, 
wlio  at  the  time  of  their  settlement  supposed  they  were  locating  within 
the  province  of  Canada,  and  who,  on  learning  to  the  contrary,  neverthe- 
less remained  contentedl}-  wliere  the\'  were,  and  built  up  for  themselves 
excellent  farms  and  conifortable  homes.  And  among  the  whole  people 
of  the  town  at  an  earh'  day  there  was  a  number  who  were  leaders,  and 
as  such  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and  of  the 
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county.  In  this  connection  there  may  be  recalled  the  nanies  of  Corne- 
lius Wilson,  Jonathan  Burterfield,  John  and  Matthew  Saxe/i'iniothy  Win- 
ters, Hercules  Lent,  Sylvanus  Cobb,  Gordon  Cray,  George  Steinhour, 
Shadrack  Norton,  Andrew  Potter,  Thomas  Best,  James  Welch.  Nathan 
Olds,  Henry  Hughman,  Asa  Holgate,  Thomas  Butterfield,  Jacob  Elmer, 
John  Waggoner,  Jacob  Cray,  Jolin  Hiiliker,  Peter  Lampman,  John  Sti- 
n'ets,  Jolin  Cray,  Jeremiah  Ih'ewer,  Jacob  Hortot,  Conrad  Barr,  Samuel 
Foster,  Levi  Hungerford,  Minard  Teachout,  George  Wilson,  John  Clow, 
Elias  l^erry,  Abraham  Asseltine,  Solomon  Percy,  Peter  IMoulte,  Noel 
Potter,  Peter  Saxe.  These  men  were  not  only  leaders  in  holding  tlie 
principal  offices  of  the  town  during  the  first  ten  or  twelve  years  of  its 
organized  history,  but  as  well  they  were  leaders  of  public  opinion,  of 
popular  sentiment,  and  the  molders  of  the  action  of  the  town  with  ref- 
erence to  the  questions  being  agitated  during  the  period  of  their  time. 

While  the  people  of  the  tow  n  were  substantially  exempted  from  any 
disturbing  factor  during  the  period  of  the  J3ritish  occupation  as  much 
cannot  be  said  of  it  during  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  the 
War  of  1 8 12-15,  or  even  during  the  course  of  the  war  itself.  The 
people  of  the  town  were  peculiarly  situated  ;  they  were  many  of  them 
former  residents  of  the  province,  and  had  many  things  in  common  with 
the  province  inhabitants  ;  they  were  accustomed  to  transport  their  lum- 
ber, pot  and  pearl  ashes  into  Canada,  where  the)-  \\  ere  sold,  or  else  ex- 
changed for  clothing,  salt,  or  other  commodities,  percliance  a  jug  of 
good  rum,  which  were  needed  for  the  comfort  and  e'njoyment  in  the 
localit}^  in  which  they  lived  and  were  not  there  readily  obtainable. 
Therefore  when  Congress  passed  the  obnoxious  embargo  and  non-in- 
tercourse laws,  and  endeavored  by  the  presence  of  armed  troops  to  en- 
force them,  the  people  of  Highgate  as  well  as  of  other  localities  regarded 
the  measures  as  extremely  oppressive,  and  a  direct  attack  against  the 
liberties  they  had  ever  enjoyed,  an  attack  which  created  intense  indig- 
nation throughout  the  town,  and  one  which  many  persons  were  disposed 
to  resist.  Their  privileges  being  denied  them,  the  comforts  of  life  being 
taken  away  from  them,  it  was  but  natural  that, many  persons  should  re- 
sort to  the  secret  process  of  smuggling.  This  was  indulged  in  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and  as  the  town  lay  abutting\the  Canada  line  it  was 
not  difficult  to  evade  the  vigilance  of  the  customs  officials  ;  and  as  for 
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the  militia  they  were  mainly  from  tlie  count}',  and  themselves  in  partial 
sympathy  with  the  distressed  people,  and  were  not,  therefore,  so  alert 
and  active  in  the  matter  of  apprehending  offenders  as  their  duties  would 
appear  to  demand.  So  secretly  indeed  were  the  smuggling  operations 
conducted  that  there  was  a  noticeable  infrequency  of  arrests  in  the  town, 
while  collisions  between  officers  and  violators  of  the  laws  arc  not  to  be 
found  mentioned  in  any  of  the  publications  of  writers  of  that  period. 
There  were  three  men  of  Ilighgate,  however,  who  operated  in  connec- 
tion with  the  somewhat  notorious  smuggling  vessel  Black  Snake,  which 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  militia  on  August  30,  1808.  The  three  High- 
gaters  who  were  indicted  for  the  offenses  charged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted at  the  mouth  of  Winooski  River  were  W^illiam  Noaks,  Slocum 
Clark,  and  I'ruman  i\ludgett. 

.  13ut  during  the  period  of  the  war  which  followed  these  operations 
there  was  no  charge  of  dislo\'alt\'  or  want  of  patriotism  brought  against 
the  people  of  Highgate.  The  records  show  that  the  militia  of  the  town 
formed  a  part  of  the  Second  Company  of  the  First  Regiment  in  the  First 
Brigade  of  detached  militia  of  the  state  ;  and  although  this  company 
was  credited  with  but  eleven  men  from  the  town  the  captain  was  chosen 
from  the  town's  contingent,  being  Conrad  Saxe.  The  eleven  were 
Chester  Miller,  David  Stickney,  Samuel  Hubbell,  Moses  Martindale, 
David  Herrick",  Nathaniel  Johnson,  John  Carman,  Henry  Chappell,  Da- 
vid Moore,  Da\'id  Sagar,  and  Peter  Brewer.  The  remainder  of  the  com- 
pany was  comprised  of  men  from  the  towns  of  Swanton,  St.  Albans, 
Qeorgia,  Milton,  and  Westford.  In  1814,  when  Plattsburgh  was  the  ob- 
jective point  of  the  British  advance,  the  commander  of  the  American 
forces  called  for  volunteers  to  come  to  his  assistance  ;  and  in  response 
to  this  call  Conrad  Saxe  quickly  mustered  a  company  and  proceeded  as 
far  as  Grand  Isle,  but  could  not  find  transportation  across  the  main 
channel  of  the  lake,  much,  it  is  said,  to  the  chagrin  and  disappointment 
of  his  men. 

During  this  period  the  inhabitants  were  not  greatly  disturbed  on  ac- 
count of  fear  of  an  in\'asion  and  the  despoliation  of  their  property  and 
homes  by  the  British,  as  the  commander  of  the  invading  army  had,  as  did 
Burgoyne  of  old,  issued  a  proclamation  declaring  that  all  who  remained 
quietly  at  their  homes  should  suft'er  neither  molestation  nor  injury, 
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either  to  person  or  property.  But  the  people  of  the  town,  while  assured 
of  their  safety  from  British  attacks,  had  not  that  comforting  assurance 
against  the  possibility  of  an  Indian  invasion  with  its  almost  certain  ac- 
companying outrages  and  plundering.  Not  infrequently  were  the  peo- 
ple thrown  into  a  state  of  consternation  by  circulating  rumors  of  an  In- 
dian approach  upon  the  town  and  its  settlements,  but  during  the  course 
of  the  war  they  Vv'ere  exempted  from  an  invasion  in  fact. 

The  next  events  of  special  importance  in  connection  with  the  history 
of  Highgate  were  those  which  occurred  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
so-called  Papineau  war;  but  whate\'er  then  transpired  was  more  in  the 
nature  of  a  useless  demonstration  and  almost  wholly  witiiout  bloodshed, 
although  there  are  evidences  showing  that  one  or  two  persons  were  more 
or  less  seriously  wounded.  Highgate  being  a  border  town  it  was  to  be 
expected  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  insurgents  would  make  the  place 
a  rendezvous,  for  such  motley  gatherings  seldom  ventured  far  into  the 
enemy's  country.  Therefore  in  Highgate  they  assembled  to  the  num- 
ber of  from  J  50  to  200  men  and  bo\'s,  untrained  in  the  arts  of  war  and 
miserably  armed.  They  gathered  at  one  time  around  a  school-liouse 
in  which  Judge  Robinson  was  teaching,  and  against  the  door  of  \\-hich 
was  posted  a  radical  proclamation,  and  then  gave  three  rousing  cheers 
for  their  patron  saint,  the  notorious  Papineau.  They  afterwards  marched 
on  their  hoped-for  conquering  tour  against  the  British  government  in 
Canada,  but  being  met  by  an  armed  force  who  fired  a  few  shots  into  the 
ranks  of  the  insurgents,  with  the  result  of  routing  them  and  putting  the 
boys  to  flight,  with  the  excei)tion  of  burning  a  barn  or  two  there  were 
no  serious  depredations  within  the  limits  of  this  town.  ■  Notu'ithstand- 
ing  the  weakness  of  the  insurgent  force  it  became  necessary  to  call  into 
action  the  local  militia,  that  the  neutrality  laws  might  be  enforced,  and 
that  neither  state  or  Federal  government  should  become  involved  in 
complications  with  Great  ]-3ritain  either  by  overt  act  or  negligence. 

During  the  year  1S39  the  military  of  the  town  was  on  a  number  of 
occasions  called  into  service.  These  organizations  were  the  Washington 
Rifle  Company,  commanded  by  Captain  Conrad  Barr,  and  the  company 
of  which  Abel  Drury  was  captaiji.  Captain  Barr's  company  was  on 
duty  along  the  northern  frontier  for  nineteen'days,  commencing  March 
31st.    The  personnel  of  the  command  was  as  follows:  Captain,  Conrad 
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Barr  ;  lieutenant,  Uriel  D.  Fillmore;  sergeants,  David  Sunderland, 
W.  M.  Sunderland,  Schuyler  Brewer,  Philo  Drury,  Alien  l^arr ;  and 
privates,  G.  N.  Steinhour,  Samuel  Sunderland,  Joseph  Haynes,  William 
H.  Steinhour,  James  Sunderland,  S.  K,  Piatt,  Hamilton  Wilson,  William 
P^isher,  Thomas  Haynes,  Ziniri  Daily,  Luther  Herrick,  Fred  P^isher, 
David  Anderson,  John  Chappell,  Thomas  Higqins,  Abel  Carlin,  John 
Croystea,  jr.,  Charles  Allen,  Marshall  N.  Bisbee,  Anson  Sweet,  William 
H.  Corbin,  Ephraim  Ivussell,  Benjamin  Titus,  Sanford  Sanderson,  James 
Proper,  William  R.  Plogaboom,  Charles  R.  Blau'e,  William  Teachout, 
Godfrey  Steinhour,  John  Hunter,  John  Stinets,. David  Hunter,  jr.,  Asa 
Rood,  Asa  Plunter,  3d,  Samuel  Decker,  James  Hogaboom,  Charles 
Brown,  Henry  Hall,  W^illiam  Stearns,  PL  S.  Eggleston.  Benjamin  Peakc, 
G.  G  Winter,  William  B.  Allen,  Daniel  Watson,  Vincent  Hutchins, 
N.  W.  Green,  John  IP  Faifchild,  John  B.utler,  Levi  S.  Fairchild,  A.  Part- 
ridge, Ploracc  Austin,  K.  \\^ait,  Leandcr  Mason,  E.  Plaskins,  F.  W. 
Spear,  Charles- Haskins,  Luther  P.  Ivixford,  John  Shaw,  Luther  L  Rob- 
hison,  James  Johnson,  David  Sawyer,  and  John  Blake. 

Captain  Drury 's  Company  :  Abel  Drury,  captain  ;  Calvin  Drury, 
Hannibal  Skelters,  lieutenants;  Martin  Lumpkins,  I\Lason  Peake,  Alonzo 
S.  Ward,  James  H.  Plogaboom,  sergeants;  William  Cutler,  James  A. 
Spooner,  corporals  ;  and  privates,  Jacob  Brewer,  Rensselaer  Brewer, 
James  Proper,  Nicholas  IMiller,  G.  j\P  lieebe,  Ashley  Newell,  A.  G.  Cutler, 
Joshua  Spooner,  Josiah  Winship,  Luther  Steinhour,  Pliram  l^est,  Peter 
Van  Allen,  John  Anderson,  W'illiam  Sterns,  P^ldad  Sterns,  Timothy  Jones, 
Samuel  Curtis,  Lovel  Barnes,  John  Plogaboom,  Warren  Durkee,  Daniel 
Farrington,  Jonathan  Rice,  3d,  Gabriel  Carlin,  Hiram  Blower,  AsaAVhit- 
comb,  Michael  Lee,  David  Steinhour,  Jonathan  Blodgett,  Ephraim  Bessy, 
James  Lane,  Duncan  McClary,  Harley  Ricord,  John  Johnson,  jr.,  Sam- 
uel B.  Upham,  William  Sloget,  Merritt  Ricord,  Amnion  McGee,  Justin 
Twist,  John  Proper,  Peter  Carman,  John  Jewett,  Liberty  Wood,  Jacob 
Jewett,  Orange  Seward,  Samuel  Wood,  P.  Teachout,  Russell  Clow% 
George  Averill,  Jacob  Church,  Charles  Jewett,  Ploratio  Winters,  Cyrus 
Thompson,  William  Smith,  Edgar  Smith,  GuyHogle,  George  E.  Shelters, 
P'^rancis  Duell,  Joshua  Ripley,  L.  P'^rido,  Ezekiel  Loucks,  Mathew^ 
Loucks,  A.  G.  Weaver,  W^  R.  Plogaboom,  Nelson  Austin,  Samuel  Hoga- 
boom, Cassius  P.  Pierce,  William  Proper,  John  Peelson,  Joseph  Stickney, 
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Nathaniel  Johnson,  James  jolinson,  Walter  C.  Stevens,  Homer  Johnson, 
William  Stickney,  Philip  Shelters,  Allen  Stickney,  Robert  Clark,  Will- 
iam Cline,  Edwin  Saxc,  Lr.ther  K.  Driiry,  B.  F.  Hollenbeclc,  Levi  Spear, 
Charles  Butler,  Peter  K.  l^rewer,  Hamilton  W^ilson,  Solo-mon  Johnson, 
Dawson  Johnson,  John  Mayx'ille,  jr.,  and  D.  G.  M.  Kidder. 

Captain  Driiry  organized  another  company  for  service,  under  a  special 
order,  during  the  same  year,  1S39,  which  company  was  as  follows: 
Captain,  Abel  Drury;  A.  M.  Lamkins,  first  sergeant;  M.  J.  Saxe,  ser- 
geant; and  privates,  Charles  McCarty,  William  Sloget,  Garbriel  Corbin, 
William  Stearns,  Josiah  Jones,  John  Riley,  Ilarley  Ricord,  John  Turner, 
John  Hogaboom,  John  Mayville,  James  Hogaboom,  Cassius  P.  l^ierce, 
Alfred  Sweet,  J ustin  Twist,  William  Cline,  William  Smith,  Noah  Ricord, 
George  Stickne\',  Lovel  Ikirnes,  l^^rederick  Dulback,  and  Hiram  Blower. 

•  A  preceding  chapter  in  this  work  has  referred  at  length  to  the  several 
regiments  in  which  were  contributions  of  men  from  llighgate  during  the 
period  of  the  war  of  1861-65,  commonh^  known  as  the  Rebellion;  and 
in  that  connection  u  ill  be  found  ihe  names  of  the  men  furnished  by  the 
town,  and  the  company  and  regiment  to  which  tlie)^  respcctivel}'  be- 
longed. Therefore  in  this  chapter  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  refer  to 
and  mention  more  than  the  aggregate  of  soldiery  sent  from  the  town  to 
the  service.  During  the  course  of  the  war  this  town  is  credited  with 
having  furnished  the  total  number  of  222  men,  twelve  of  whom  were 
killed  in  battle;  twenty-two  died  of  wounds  and  disease  contracted  in 
the  service  ;  twenty-seven  were  discharged  for  disabilities  ;  twenty  be- 
came veterans  by  "re-enlistment.  The  total  number  ^regularly  mustered 
out  was  III.  There  were  fifteen  desertions  of  enlisted  men  from  High- 
gate,  a  number  proportionately  less  than  many  other  towns  of  the 
county  ;  and  those  charged  with  desertion  were  mainly  persons  who 
came  to  Highgate  from  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  and  obtain- 
ing the  large  bounties  ofiered  by  the  local  authorities,  and  then  return- 
ing secretly  to  the  province,  where  they  could  not  be  pursued.  As  a" 
matter  of  fact  these  Canadians,  or  many  of  them  at  least,  never  intended 
to  enter  the  service,  but  became  full-fledged  bounty  junipers,  and  that 
at  the  expense  of  the  town  and  to  its  great  injury. 

Highgate  village  is  about  one  mile  south- and  a  little  to  the  east  of 
the  geographical  center  of  the  town,  on  a  waterfall  of  the  INIissisquoi 
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River.  This  fall  is  one  of  the  best  if  not  the  best  to  be  found  in  the 
state,  with  one  or  two  others  directly  above,  at  a  distance  not  exceeding 
two  miles,  whicli  are  almost  as  good.  The  village  is  divided  by  the 
river.  The  south  village  is  called  Highgate  and  that  on  the  north  High- 
gate  Center.  The  bed  of  the  river  lies  some  seventy- five  feet  below 
the  liandsome  plain  land  on  which  the  two  villages  are  built.  The 
banks  of  the  stream  are  high  and  rocky,  making  it  a  safe  and  conven- 
ient water  privilege.  Any  desirable  "head"  or  fall  can  be  obtained. 
The  bed  of  the  river  runs  rapidly  for  nearl}-  half  a  mile  through  a  rocky, 
deep  gorge,  and  the  foot  of  the  gorge  is  nearly  lOO  feet  lower  than  the 
water  above  the  dam.  Directly  below  the  dam  the  river  was  spanned  by 
an  arch  bridge  built  entirely  of  pine  by  S.  \V.  &  S.  S.  Keyes  in  1824,  and 
was  one  of  the  best  built  bridges  in  the  state,  being  erected-  by  private 
enterprise,  and  was  for  many  years  a  toll  bridge.  Kibbce  &  Hatch  were 
the  builders.  In  18S7  it  was  thought  to  be  unsafe,  and  what  could  be 
saved  of  the  timbers  was  taken  down,  after  which  the  arches  were 
blown  apart  by  dynamite  and  fell  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  a  distance  of 
nearly  100  feet.  It  was  replaced  the  same  year  by  an  iron  bridge  built 
by  the  Berlin  ]3ridge  Company. 

Andrew  Potter  built  the  first  house  and  barn  in  the  limits  of  the  village 
about  1795,  and  the  first  grist-mill,  of  logs,  about  1800.  It  was  run  by 
an  overshot  wheel,  and  the  water  was  conducted  to  the  wheel  by  a  spout, 
there  then  being  no  dam  across  the  river.  In  1S04  or  '05  Andrew  Potter 
and  a  I\Ir.  Phelps  built  the  first  saw-mill,  and  also  a  dam  across  the  river, 
which  soon  went  ^ff.  In  181 1  or  '12  Hemen  Allen  built  a  frame  grist- 
mill, which  was  burned  down  about  a  year  after.  In  181 5  Mr.  Allen 
built  a  grist-mill  of  brick,  v.  hich  was  taken  down  ten  or  eleven  years  after, 
and  rebuilt  by  S.  W.  &  S.  S.  Keyes.  They  also  built,  about  1826,  what 
was  called  the  new  m.ill.  with  four  runs  of  stone,  which  mill,  after  stand- 
ing a  few  years,  was  undermined  by  the  river  and  the  back  part  fell  into 
the  stream.  It  was  rebuilt  by  the  same  parties,  but  was  soon  after  taken 
down.  V'liat  is  called  the  old  mill  is  doing  business  at  the  present 
time,  and  is  owned  by  Dr.  ]>axter.  The  first  bridge  across  the  river 
here  was  a  trestle  bridge,  near  the  foot  of  the  falls,  built  by  Allen  & 
Evarts  in  18 1 2,  and  this  went  down  in  the  fall  of  18^2  or  '23.  The 
mill-dam  was  built  by  Heman  Allen  in  181 1  or  '12,  and  rebuilt  by  Dr. 
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Baxter  in  1 884,- and  a  new  wing  and  bulk  head  in  1888.  This  Avater 
privilege  is  used  to  some  extent  at  the  present  time:  One  saw-mill.-  run 
by  Mr.  Hinerth,  the  grist-mill,  the  foundry,  and  machine  shops  owned 
by  Haskins  &  Hinerth,  and  all  doing  a  good  business.  There  are  two 
blacksmith  shops  in  the  south  village,  E.  U.  Sunderland  occupying  one, 
and  in  connection  with  it  he  is  doing  quite  a  business  in  manufacturing 
wagons  and  sleighs  ;  the  other  is  run  by  Sears  &  Lumbard.  There  is 
also  a  store  in  the  south  village,  E.  D.  Ilerrick's,  and  an  Episcopal 
church. 

In  the  north  village  are  two  stores  doing  a  good  trade,  vi/.:  C.  A. 
Lyon  &  Sons  and  J.  B.  Cross  &  Son.  The  Methodist,  Congregational, 
and  Catholic  churches  are  also  in  this  village.  In  the  west  part  of  the 
town  is  done  a  large  business  in  manufacturing  lime  by  S.  H.  Eeltcn. 
The  lime  rock  is  said  to  be  of  superior  quality. 

The  old  Mighgate  spring  is  situated  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  near 
the  lake,  and  is  a  favorite  resort  for  invalids  and  sportsmen.  Its  cura- 
tive properties  have  been  known  and  appreciated  for  years.  The  Erank- 
lin  House,  kept  by  L.  S.  Scott,  is  a  popular  hotel,  accommodating  150 
guests,  and  is  filled  every  season.  The  hunting  and  fishing  in  the 
vicinity  is  excellent,  making  this  a  great  resort  for  campers.  The  hotel 
at  F^ighgate  Center  is  owned  and  kept  by  IMiilip  Sheltes,  the  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  first  children  born  in  the  towji. 

Easl  Highgate  village  is  situated  three  n^iiles  east  of  Highgate  Center, 
on  the  IMissisquoi  River — a  thriving,  bus}'  little  village,  the  prosperity 
of  which  is  mainly  due  to  O.  S.  Rixford,  esq.,  son  of  Luther  Rixford, 
who  settled  there  in  1837  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of  scythes. 
Mr.  Rixford  has  carried  on  the  business  since  1868,  and  built  large  and 
commodious  shops  for  the  manufacture  of  axes  in  connection  with  the 
scythe  business.  There  are  two  stores,  two  hotels,  and  one  tannery  in 
this  village;  one  grist-mill,  two  saw-mills,  a  creamery  separator,  school- 
house,  and  forty  dwelling  houses.  At  the  present  time  there  are  noth- 
ing but  common  district  schools  in  either  of  the  three  villages  in  town. 

TJie  Methodist  Episcopal  ChurcJi  was  erected  at  Highgate  Center  in 
1869,  at  a  cost  of  $8,500,  of  brick,  and  is  a  substantial  and  commo- 
dious edifice.  Rev.  Elijah  Hedding  (afterwards  bishop)  is  supposed  to 
have  preached  the  first  ^Methodist  sermon  in  town,  in  1799..  Rev. 
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Thomas  Best  was  the  first  settled  minister.  The  church  was  organized 
in  1822.  Its  first  members  were  E.  P.  Haskins  and  wife,  Daniel  Her- 
rick  and  wife,  Luke  Hitchcock  and  wife,  Daniel  Fillmore  and  wife, 
Amasa  Joslyn  and  wife,  Thomas  Best  and  wife,  with  other  names  un- 
known. The  old  records  are  lost.  The  list  of  preachers  are  as  follows  : 
Revs.  Samuel  Weaver,  1S29;  Dillin  Stevens,  1830-33  ;  I.  Seward,  1S33- 
35;  William  Richards,  1835;  John  Graves,  1836;  C.  Chamherlin,  1S37; 
B.  A.  Lyon,  1838  ;  O.  E.  Spear,  1839-41  ;  A.  Dixon,  1841-43  ;  John 
Seger,  1843-45;  Charles  Seward,  1845-47;  J-  Wliite,  1847-49; 
Brown,  1849-51  ;  (3rrin  Gregg,  1851-54;  S.  H.  Climes,  1854-56;  J.  H. 
W.  R.  Puffer,  1856;  J.  E.  Kimball,  1857-59;  C.  R.  Hawley,  1859; 
H.  C.  Robinson,  1860;  J.  S.  IMott,  1861-63  ;  B  Cox,  1S63;  R.  Chrystie, 
1864;  J.  M.  Puft"er,  1865-67;  James  Robinson,  1867-6S  ;  C.  Wedge- 
worth,  1868-70;  IMilo  Barney,  1870-71;  D.  V.  Bragg,  1871-73;  Cor- 
tez  Kimball,  1873-75;  ^V.  II  Howard,  1875-77;  W.  R.  Puffer,  1877- 
79;  T.  Trevellian,  1879-81  ;  W.  N.  Roberts,  1881-83  ;  S.  S.  Brigham, 
1SS3-S7  \  W.  B.  Malcomb,  1887-90. 

77ie  Congregational  C/inrch. — The  first  Congregational  church  of 
Highgate  was  organized  in  a  scliool-house,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town,  October  28,"  181 1,  Rev.  P)enjamin  Wooster  officiating.  The  names 
of  the  fifteen  original  members  were  as  follows:  Conrad  Barr,  Hezekiah 
Harnden,  John  Johnson,  John  Stimits,  John  Barr,  Henry  Loucks,  liu- 
nice  Teachout,  Anna  Saxe,  Martha  Barr,  Catherine  Steinhour,  Rachel 
Johnson,  Sarah  Drury,  Sarah  Williams,  Hannah  Stimits,  and  Rachel 
Harnden.  This  little  fiock  in  the  wilderness  was  watched  over  by  that 
bold  and  noble  man,  soldier  of  the  Cross  and  of  his  country,  P'^ather 
Wooster,  until  the  autumn  of  1S19.  Rev.  IMessrs.  Parlvcr,  Cheney,  and 
other  missionaries  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  made  them  oc- 
casional visits,  traveling  on  horseback  through  the  woods.  Their  num- 
bers increased  at  every  communion  except  wlien  the  leader  v/as  away 
in  defence  of  his  country — during  the  War  of  1812.  In  the  autumn  of 
1819  Rev.  Phineas  Kingsley  was  installed  pastor.  Rev.  Simon  Parmelee 
preached  from  the  words  :  Put  off  thy  shoes  from  thy  feet,  for  the 
place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground."  His  pastorate,  thus  begun 
in  the  schooh  house  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  closed  in  September, 
1829.    The  next  and  only  pastor  installed  after  Mr.  Ivingsley  was  Rev. 
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E.  W.  Kellogg,  June  7,  1846,  Rev.  James  Dougherty  preaching  on 
this  occasion.  Their  new  commodious  brick  church  edifice  was  dedi- 
cated on  tlie  same  day.  The  meetings  of  the  church  previous  to  this 
time  were  first  in  school-houses,  then  in  the  town-house,  and  finally  in  a 
house  built  for  the  purpose  at  the  center  of  the  town.  Mr.  Kellogg  was 
dismissed  in  July,  1852.  No  record  speaks  of  Sabbath-schools  until 
May  II,  1842.  The  churcli  engaged  the  stated  labors  of  Rev.  Messrs. 
Pierce,  Squires,  Cody,  and  Sampson  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Kellogg's  dis- 
missal till  June,  1867,  when  Rev.  E.  J.  Cummings  became  their  acting 
pastor  and  remained  until  187  I  ;  Rev.  E.  J.  Stone,  from  1 87 1-76;  Rev. 
J.  H.  Rabbilt,  from  1876-87,  but  resided  in  Swanton  ;  Rev.  E.  J.  Ra'ns- 
low*  who  also  resides  in  Swanton,  from  1887  to  the  present  time.  The 
church  has  numbered  140,  and  at  other  times  has  been  reduced  to  fifty  ; 
it  is  now  in  a  prosperous  condition.  The  first  Congregational  and  the 
first  Methodist  churches  built  in  town  were  erected  about  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  from  Highgate  Center,  about  one- half  mile  apart,  be- 
tween the  years  of  18  I  3  and  1818  ;  the  exact  date  cannot  be  ascertained. 
The  Congregational  church  was  taken  down  and  moved  to  Ilighgate 
Center  about  1854  or  '55  b}'  the  Catholics,  and  is  in  use  by  them  at  tlie 
present  time  as  a  place  of  worship. 

T/iC  CatJioIic  CJuircJi  was  built  from  the  old  Congregational  church 
about  1854  or  '55,  and  has  been  suj:)plied  from  Swanton  until  the  past 
three  or  four  years,  when  the  society  bought  a  parsonage.  Since  that 
time  the  Rev.  Joseph  Turcott  has  ofi'iciated.  The  church  is  in  a  fair 
condition.  Its  members  are  largel)^  French,  as  there  are  but  few  Irish 
Catholics  in  town. 

St.  JoJui  s  Episcopal  CJiurcJi. — The  material  from  whTch  to  make  a 
history  of  this  parish  is  very  limited.  The  record  of  several  years  of 
its  early  existence,  if  one  was  kept,  has  been  lost.  The  church  was 
built  about  the  year  183 1,  by  subscription  from  the  different  denomina- 
tions in  town.  It  is  a  substantial  brick  building  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river  in  a  very  pleasant  location.  It  was  consecrated  May  i, 
1833.  In  1835  the  original  building  was  much  improved  by  the  addi- 
tion of  a  chancel  and  vestry  room,  and  by  pairiting  the  entire  structure. 
This  desirable  change  was  eftected  through  the  liberality  of  the  business 
men  of  the  place.    In  1837  the  Hon.  Heman  Allen  gave^a  bell,  a  font 
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of  Italian  marble,  a  silver  communion  scr\'ice,  and  books  for  the  altar 
and  pulpit.  About  the  same  time  an  organ  of  excellent  quality  and 
tone  was  purchased  and  placed  in  the  churcli.  In  183  i  Rev.  Anson  ]^. 
Hard  became  rector  of  the  parish  at  thrtt  time;  though  main'  in  the 
communit}'  Avere  favorable  to  the  church  there  was  only  one  communi- 
cant. His  ministry,  which  continued  two  years,  was  \'ery  successful. 
After  the  removal  of  IMr.  Hard  the  Tvcv.  S;  R  Crane  officiated  in  this 
parish  one  year,  1836.  h'or  that  year  he  reported  to  the  convention 
three  baptisms  and  ten  confirmations.  In  the  fall  of  1836  ]\ev.  John  S. 
Sabine  took  charge  of  this  j)arish  and  remained  one  )'ear.  He  reported 
nine  baptisms  and  four  confirmations.  At  that  time  the  number  of 
communicants  was  above  thirty.  Though  brief,  IMr.  Sabine's  ministry 
was  useful.  In  1S37  ^^cv.  Charles  Fay  took  charge,  and  resigned  De- 
cember 30,  1840.  During  his  ministry  there  were  fifty-eight  baptisms 
and  thirty-four  confirmations.  When  he  left  the  number  of  communi- 
cants was  sixty-two.  Hie  parish  remained  vacant  about  a  year,  when 
the  Rev.  William  V.  Holsey  was  called  to  the  charge  of  it.  He  re- 
signed on  account  of  ill  health  in  April,  i8_|3.  Mr.  Holsey  recorded 
twelve  baptisms  and  four  confirmations.  He  reported  to  the  committee 
in  September,  1842,  forty- three  communicants.  During  some  part  of 
the  year  1845  Rt^v.  John  A.  Fitch,  of  Sheldon,  officiated  in  this  parish. 
He  recorded  eleven  baptisms  and  one  confirmation.  The  parish  re^ 
mained  vacant  until  July,  1847,  when  the  Rev.  C.  R.  l^atchelor  was 
called  to  its  charge.  He  resigned  January  2  J,  i860,  after  laboring  ten 
years  and  five  months.  During  a  portion  of  this  time  he  had  a  private 
school  in  which  a  number  of  young  men,  still  living  in  this  and  surround- 
ing towns,  prepared  for  college.  During  his  rectorship  he  reported  sixty- 
five  baptisms,  and  forty-three  confirmations,  and  forty  communicants. 
In  June,  1862,  Rev.  Edward  Winthrop  took  charge  as  rector.  In  1886 
he  was  obliged  on  account  of  illness  to  resign,  and  died  soon  after.  He 
was  a  man  of  uncommon  talent.  During  his  rectorship  he  reported 
seven  baptisms  and  eight  confirmations.  The  parish  remained  vacant 
until  August,  1867,  when  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pitman  was  appointed.  Twelve 
baptisms  and  nine  confirmations  was  reported  under  his  charge.  Mr. 
Pitman  remained  until  1871  or  '72,  and  resigned.  The  Rev.  Josiah  Swett 
was  called  to  its  charge  and  remained until  his  death,  which  was  in  18S9. 
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During  liis  labors  he  established  a  school  in  Ilighgate  which  was  of  great 
benefit  to  this  and  surrounding  towns,  and  it  was  well  patronized.  He 
was  a  man  of  rare  talent  and  uncommon  theological  learning.  During 
the  past  year  services  have  been  held  in  the  church  occasionally  by  his 
son,  who  is  studying  for  the  ministry. 

Toivn  Representatives. — John  Knickerbocker,  1792;  Jonathan  But- 
terfield,  1793-94;  Orange  Smith,  1795;  Jonathan  Butterfield,  1796; 
John  Cray,  1799;  Mattliew  Saxe,  1S00-02  ;  Sylvanus  Cobb,  i  S03-04  ; 
Peter  Saxc,  1806,  18 18,  1S27;  Simeon  Hungerford,  181 1  ;  Abel  Drur)', 
18 1 2,  1823;  Eben  Hill,  1815;  John  Averill,  1820-22,  1824-25;  Thomas 
Best,  1827;  John  Barr,  1829-31,  1837;  J^'5se  Carpenter,  1832,  1635; 
Charles  11.  Jennison,  1836;  Luther  K.  Drury,  1838;  William  Skecls, 
1841  ;  Luther  Meigs,  1843;  L.  K.  Drury,  1845  ;  Luther  IMeigs,  1846; 
Daniel  Watson,  1847-48  >  no  choice,  1852;  Jesse  Cutler,  1849;  A.  P. 
Herrick,  1850;  Jacob  Carman,  1851-56;  Calvin  Drury,  1853-54; 
Asa  Wilson,  1855  ;  Henry  Baxter,  1S57;  Warren  Robinson,  1859-60, 
1864-65;  Amos  Skeels,  i86r  ;  O.  S.  Rixford,  1862-63;  Melvin 
Church,  1866;  J.  R.  Smith,  1867;  O.  S.  Rixford,  186S-69;  Henry 
Baxter,  1870;  Stephen  Keyes,  1872;  H.  L.  Culter,  1874;  Hiram 
Skeels,  1876;  O.  E.  Sheridan,  1878;  O.  S.  Searls,  1880;  O.  E.  Sheri- 
dan, 1882;  J.  B.  Sanderson,  1884;  J.  A.  iMtch,  18S6;  E.J.  Phelps, 
1888  ;  J.  B.  Sanderson,  1890. 


CHAPTER  XXXH. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SHELDON.' 

PROVINCES  of  New  Hampshire.     George  the  Third.    By  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  etc. 

'  By  P.  B.  B.  Norihrup,  escj. 

^This  is  the  only  copy  of  a  New  Hampshire  charter  of  any  of  the  FrankHn  county 
towns  given  in  this  volume  ;  and  the  copy  here  furnislied  is  for  the  purpose  of  inforniing 
the  reader  of  the  character  of  the  charters  granted  by  Benning  Wentworth. 
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''To  all  persons  io  wJwui  tJicsc  presents  shall  eoiue,  Greeting. 

Know  ye,  that  we  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere- 
notion,  for  the  due  encouragement  of  settling  a  New  Plantation  within 
our  said  Province  by  and  with  the  advise  of  our  truly  and  well  belox'ed 
]3enning  W^entwoith,  Esq.  Our  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  our  said  province  of  New  Hampshire  in  New  England  and  of  our 
Counsil  of  the  said  pro\ince,  HAVE  upon  the  Conditions  and  Res- 
ervations herein  after  made,  given,  granted,  and  by  these  ]^-csents  for 
us.  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  do  give  and  grant  in  equal  shares,  unto 
our  lo\  ing  Subject,  Inhabitance  of  our  said  l^rovince  of  New  Hampshire 
and  our  other  Government,  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever  whose 
names  are  entered  on  this  grant,  to  be  divided  to  and  amongst  them 
into  seventy  equal  shares,  all  that  tract  or  Parcel  of  land  situated,  lying, 
and  being  within  our  said  province  of  New  Hampshire  containing  by 
admeasurement  23,040  acres.  Which  Tract  is  to  contain  six  miles 
square,  and  no  more,  out  of  which  an  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  High 
Ways  and  unimprovable  lands  by  rocks,  ponds,  mountains,  and  rivers, 
one-thousand  and  forty  acres  free,  according  to  a  plain  and  survey 
thereof,  made  by  our  said  Governor's  order  and  returned  into  the  Sec- 
retary's office  and  hereunto  annexed,  buttet,  and  bounded  as  follows,  by 

"Beginning  at  the  North-easterly  corner  of  Smitlificld,  a  township  this 
day  granted,  from  thence  running  westerly  by  Smithfield,  as  that  runs  to 
the  -North-westerly  corner  there-of,  which  is  also  the  south-Easterly 
corner  of  Highgate,  then  turning  off  Northerly  and  running  by  High- 
gate  afforesaid,  as  that  runs  to  the  North- Easterly  corner  thereof,  then 
turning  off  Easterly  and  running  so  far  as  a  parallel  line  with  the  North- 
erly side  line  of  Smithfield  afforesaid,  as  that  a  straight  line  drawn  from 
Meets  Points  to  the  North-l^asterly  corner  bounds  of  Smithfield  affore- 
said  (the  Bend  beyond),  shall  include  the  contents  of  six  miles  square. 

"  And  tliat  the  same  be  and  hereby  is  incorporated  into  a  township 
by  the  name  of  Hungerford,  and  the  inhabitance  that  do  or  shall  here- 
after inhabit  the  said  township  are  liereby  declared  to  be  En-franchised, 
and  intitled  to  all  and  evcr\'  the  priviledges  and  immunities  that  other 
towns  within  our  province  by  leave  exercise  and  enjoy.  And  further, 
that  the  said  town,  as  soon  as  there  shall  be. fifty  families  resident  and 
settled  thereon,  shall  lhave  the  liberty  of  holding  two  fairs,  one  of  which 
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shall  be  held  on  the  and  the  other  annuall)^  which  fairs 

are  not  to  continue  longer  than  the  respective  following  the  said 

 annually  which  Fairs. 

"That  as  soon  as  the  said  town  shall  coiisist  of  fifty  f[;imilies,  a  mark-et 
may  be  opened  and  kept  one  or  more  days  in  each  week  as  may  be 
thought  most  advantegeous  to  the  inhabitance. 

"  Also  that  the  first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  Town  Officers  agreea- 
bly to  the  laws  of  our  said  province  shall  be  held  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  Sept.  next,  which  said  meeting  shall  be  notified  by  Benjamin  Clapp, 
who  is  hercb}^  appointed  the  moderator  of  the  said  first  meeting,  which 
he  is  to  notify  and  govern  agreeabl)^  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  our 
said  province.  And  that  the  annual  meeting  forever  hereafter  for  the 
choice  of  such  officers  for  the  said  town  shall  be  on  the  second  Tuesday 
of  I\larch  annually  to  HAVE  and  to  HOLD  the  said  Tract  of  land  as 
above  expressed,  together  with  all  privalegcs  aiid  appurtenances,  and  to 
them  and  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  upon  the  following 
conditions  VIZ. — ; 

"  I.  That  evcr\^  grantee,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  j^lant  and  cultivate 
five  acres  of  land,  within  the  term  of  five  )'ears,  for  every  fift}^  acres  con- 
tained in  his  or  their-  share  or  proportion  of  land  in  said  township  and 
continue  to  improve  and  settle  the  same  b)-  additional  cultivation,  on 
penalty  of  his  grant  or  share  being  forfeited  in  the  said  township,  and  of 
its  reverting  to  US,  our  heirs  and  successors  to  be  by  US,  or  them,  re- 
granted  to  such  of  our  subjects  as  shall  effectually  settle  and  cultivate 
the  same. 

**  II.  That  all  white  and  other  Pine  Trees  within  the  said  township  fit 
for  making  Our  Royal  Navy  be  carefully  preserved  for  that  use,  and 
none  to  be  cut  or  felled  without  our  special  license  for  so  doing,  first  had 
and  obtained  upon  Penalty  of  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Rights  of  such 
Grantee,  to  US,  Our  Heirs  and  Successors,  as  well  as  being  subject  to 
the  Penalty  of  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament  that  now  are  or  hereafter 
'shall  be  Enacted, 

"  III.  That  before  any  Division  of  the  Land  be  made  to  ai;d  aniong 
the  Grantees,  a  Tract  of  Land  as  near  the  Centre  of  the  said  Town  Ship 
as  the  Land  will  admit  of  shall  be  reserved  and  marked  out  for  Town 
Seats,  One  of  Which  shall  be  allotted  to  each  Grantee  of  the  Contents 
of  One  Acre. 
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Yeilding  and  paA^ng  therefor  to  Us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors  for 
the  Space  of  ten  Years,  to  be  computed  from  the  Date  hereof,  the  Rent 
of  one  Ear  of  Indian  Corn  only,  on  tlie  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December 
annuall}^  if  Lawfully  demanded,  tlie  first  Payment  to  be  made  on  the 
twenty- fifth  day  of  December,  1763. 

Every  Proprietor,  Settler,  or  Inhabitant  Shall  Yeild  and  pay  unto 
US,  our  heirs  and  Successors  }'early,  and  every  year  forever,  from  and 
after  the  Experation  of  ten  )'ears  from  the  above  said  twenty-fifth  day  of 
Dec.  Namely  on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  December,  which  will  be  in 
the  year  of  Our  Lord  1773,  One  Shilling  Proclamation  Money  for  every 
hundred  Acres  he  so  owns,  settles,  or  possesses,  and  so  in  Proportion 
for  a  greater  or  lesses  Tract  of  the  Said  Land  ;  which  money  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Respective  Persons  aforesaid,  their  Heirs  or  Assigns,  in  our 
Council  Chamber  in  Portsmouth,  or  to  such  Office  or  Officers  as  shall 
be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  ;  and  this  to  be  in  Lieu  of  all  other 
Rents  and  Services  What-soever. 

"In  Testimony  Whereof  we  have  caused  the  Seal  of  our  said  Province 
to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

"Witness,  I,  Penning  Wentworth,  Ksq.,  Our  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  our  Said  Province  the  iSth  Day  of  August.  lu  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  Christ,  one-thousand  seven-hundred  sixty-three,  and 
in  the  third  year  of  Our  Reign,  By  His  EXCJlLLENCY',  Command 
with  Advise  of  Council.  ^  wentworth. 

"Province  of  New  Hampshire,  August  18,  1763,  Recorded  in  Books 
of  Charters  P  42  &  43-  .,p.  ATKINSON,  Jr.,  Sec." 

Back  of  Charter. — "  Surveyor's  Gen.  Ofiice.  Recorded  in  the  first 
Book  of  Charters  for  the  New  Hampshire  Grants.     Pages  200-209-210. 

"  For  His  Excellency,  Penning  Wentworth,  Esq.,  a  Tract  to  contain 
P^ive  Hundred  Acres  Marked  B.  .W.  in  the  Plan,  which  is  to  be  ac- 
counted two  of  the  sum  shares.  One  whole  share  for  the  Incorperated 
Society  for  Propogation  of  the  Gospel  in  P'oreign  Parts.  One  whole 
share  for  a  Glebe  for  the  Church  of  England,  as  by  Law  Established. 
One  share  for  the  First  Settled  Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  said  Town, 
&  one  share  for  Benefit  of  the  Schools  in  said  town  forever. 
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"Esq.  Allen  please  to  Record  this,  and  liand  it  Back  again  By  the 
Bairer  and  also  the  Charter  of  Ferdinand,  wliicli  my  son  left  with  you 
some  time  ago.  "  SAMUEL  HUNGERFORl.." 

Then  follows  the  names  of  the  grantees'  plan  of  the  town  and  certifi- 
cate of  record. 

Upon  the  map  of  the  state  we  find  the  just  described  town  of  pen- 
tagonal shape,  occupying  nearly  the  central  part  of  l^rankiin  county. 
The  town,  originally  called  Hungerford,  was  changed  to  Sheldon,  No- 
vember 8,  1792.  It  is  embraced  between  longitude  ^4°  54' north  and 
latitude  4*^  i'  east,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Highgate,  Franklin, 
and  Enosburgh  ;  on  the  east  b}^  Enosbuigh;  on  the  south  by  Fairfield 
and  Swanton;  atid  on  the  west  by  Highgate  and  Swanton.  It  contains 
23,040  acres,  and  is  about  eleven  miles  from  cast  to  west  and  four  miles 
from  north  to  south. 

There  are  no  ponds,  marshes,  or  bodies  of  standing  water  of  any  ex- 
tent within  its  boundaries.  The  three  principal  streams  are  the  IMissis- 
quoi.  Black  Creek,  and  Tyler's  branch.  The  Alissisquoi  derives  its 
name  from  the  Indian  words  "  y]//.s"jr/,"  meaning  much,  and  " /'?Vr^'(7," 
meaning  waterfowl,  from  the  great  number  of  cranes,  herons,  and  ducks 
that  formerly  frequented  this  stream  and  its  branches  each  season.  Next 
to  Otter  Creek  it  is  the  largest  and  longest  in  the  state.  It  is  eighty 
miles  long  and  drains  the  area  of  about  600  square  miles.  It  enters 
Sheldon  about  a  mile  south  of  the  northeast  corner  and  flows  a  v.  esterly 
and  northwesterly  course  through  the  to\\'n,  a  distance  of  nearl}'  eleven 
miles.  It  affords  many  fine  mill  privileges.  Black  Creek,  running 
through  Fairfield,  enters  Sheldon  on  the  south  and  empties  into  the 
Missisquoi  two  miles  below.  It  has  a  good  water-power  about  a  mile 
above  its  mouth,  at  Sheldon  village,  which  is  thoroughly  improved. 
Tyler's  branch,  a  stream  of  less  size  than  Black  Creek,  enters  the  town 
the  east,  and  after  running  scarcely  more  than  a  mile  northwesterly 
it  adds  its  waters  to  those  of  the  IMissIsquoi.  Besides  these  there  are 
niinor  streams  emptying  into  the  Missisquoi  at  diiTerent  points,  the  prin- 
cipal of  which  are  Goodsell  and  IMorrow  Brooks. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  pleasantly  diversified  by  broad  valleys  and 
gentle  rolling  uplands.  Bordering  upon  the  ]\Iissisquoi  and  its  princi- 
pal tributaries  are  wide  and  extensive  intervals,  appearing  as  one  un- 
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broken  field  of  cultivation.  The  quality  of  the  soil  is  unsurpassed — a 
deep  rich  alluvial.  The  uplands,  receding  gradually  in  most  places 
north  and  south  of  the  Missisquoi  Yalle}',  are  of  a  rich  and  mellow  loam, 
and  very  productive.  The  higher  lands  are  timbered  with  beech,  birch, 
maple,  etc.  In  the  valle)'s  and  bordering  upon  the  streams  there  were 
formerly  valuable  tracts  of  pine  and  hemlock  with  a  mixture  of  elm  and 
other  soft  woods.  The  pine  tract  originally  predominated  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  town,  where  the  soil  was  lighter  and  less  productive. 

Geologically  there  aie  three  distinct  general  formations  crossing  the 
town  in  lines  nearly  north  and  south,  witli  strikes  nearly  parallel.  In 
the  eastern  and  larger  part  a  strata  of  s/d/c\beds  of  chlorite,  and  consid- 
erable talcosc  slate  abound.  The  central  part  is  similar  to  the  former, 
liaving  more  talcosc  slate.  In  the  western  part  Diarhlc  formations  exist, 
together  with  magncsiau  and  silicioiis  Ihiicstoue  and  a  strata  of  inagjie- 
siaii  slate.  It  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  formation  that  the  mineral 
springs  are  situated,  and  it  is  plausibly  apj^arent  that  the  properties  de- 
veloped by  chemistr)^  are  stoutly  and  consistently  substantiated  by  its 
elder  sister-science,  geology.  The  dii)  of  the  rocks  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town  is  from  75  to  85  degrees,  and  in  the  north  and  west  from  60 
to  65  degrees. 

The  organization  of  Ilungerford,  afterwards  changed  to  Sheldon,  took 
place  in  1 791,  the  da)'  and  month  not  being  known.  The  following  is 
the  record  in  regard  to  it : ^ 

"  In  the  year  A.  D.  1791,  On  application  of  a  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tance  of  the  Towjiship  of  Hungerford,  to  Daniel  Stannard,  of  Georgia,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Chittenden  and  state 
of  Vermont,  to  warn  a  meeting,  agreeable  to  the  Statutes  for  the  afore- 
said inhabitance  to  meet  and  choose  Town  Officers,  a  warning  was  is- 
sued by  the  said  Daniel  Stannard,  Esq.,  for  the  Inhabitants  to  meet  at 
the  dwelling-house  of  Elisah  Sheldon,  Jun.,  at  Hungerford  aforesaid  on 
the  day  of  ,  A.  D.  1 791,  at  which  time  and  place  the  in- 
habitance aforesaid  met  in  presence  of  said  Justice  and  proceded  to  Bal- 
lot.       •  . 

**  1st.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  govern  said  meeting  ;  when  Mr. 
Elisah  Sheldon,  Jr.,  was  elected,  and  took  his  seat. 
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*'  2d.  Proceeded  to  choice  of  Town  Clerk  ;  when  Samuel  B.  Sheldon 
was  chosen. 

"  3d.  Elected  Elisah  Sheldon,  Sec,  and  James  Hawly  and  Elisah 
Sheldon,  Jr.,  Selectnien  to  govern  the  prudential  Concern  of  Said  Town. 
"4th.  James  Ilerric  2nd  Constable. 

**  The  above  officers  Vv-ere  sworn  agreeable  to  law  in  presence  of  said 
meeting. 

"Meeting  adjourned  without  day." 

The  meetings  of  the  inhabitants,  both  for  the  transaction  of  town  busi- 
ness and  for  freemen's  meeting,  wevc  held  for  some  years  at  either  one 
of  two  places:  "  At  the  dwelling  house  of  Elisha  Sheldon,  standing  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  on  the  so-called  Butler  place  [now  Towlc's], 
towards  Enosburgh  Falls,"  or  "  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Dr.  }^enjanhn 
B.  Searls,  a  log  cabin,  at  fhe  Corners."  They  were  held  oftener,  it 
would  seem  from  the  records,  at  the  latter  place.  At  the  first  freemen's 
meeting,  recorded  in  179.S,  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  state  of- 
ficers was  forty-five,  as  follows:  For  governor,  Isaac  Tichenor,  forty- 
five;  for  lieutenant-governor,  Jonathan  Hunt,  forty- one;  for  lieuten- 
ant-governor, Peter  Shott,  four;  and  for  treasurer,  Samuel  Mattoclcs, 
forty-five.  Samuel  ]>.  Sheldon  was  the  first  representative  and  the  first 
magistrate  in  179 1. 

Samuel  Hungerford,  to  whom  with  sevent}'  others  the  town  of  Shel- 
don was  granted  in  1763,  resided  in  New  P^airfield,  Conn.  Some  of  the 
other  grantees  lived  in  Greenwich,  Conn  ,  among  them  being  Uriah 
Field,  or  "  Daddy  Field  "  as  he  was  familiarly  called.  Field  acquired, 
by  purchase  or  othci'wise,  the  greater  part  of  the  town,  and  it  was  of 
him  and  Timothy  Rogers,  who  lived  in  P^errisburgh,  Vt.,  and  who  was 
one  of  the  town's  first  surveyors,  that  the  Sheldons  bought  the  land 
and  gave  the  town  their  name.  Year  after  year  for  nearly  twenty 
years  did  old  daddy  Field  "  and  his  two  sons,  wearing  their  broad- 
brimmed  hats  and  quaint  suits  of  gray,  visit  Sheldon,  riding  all  the  way 
from  Connecticut  on  horseback,  to  receive  their  annual  pay,  which  was 
in  part  beef  cattle,  which  the}'  drove  to  New  York  markets. 

The  first'of  the  Sheldons  that  visited  the  town  was  Samuel  B.,  or 

Major  Sam  "  as  he  was  afterwards  called.  He  and  Elisha,  jr.,  and 
George  were  sons  of  Colonel  Elisha  Sheldon.    It  was  in  1789  that 
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Major  Sam  first  came  to  Sheldon.  His  object  in  coming  was  to  look 
the  {own  over  and  inspect  the  soil  previous  to  purchasing.  Instead  of 
coming  as  the  early  settlers  afterwards  did.  by  the  way  of  Fairfield  alone, 
unaccompanied  by  man  or  beast,  he  ascended  the  Lamoille  River  to 
Cambridge,  and  passed  through  Bakersfield,  then  an  unfrequented  wild- 
erness, striking  one  of  the  branches  that  empties  into  Tyler's  branch, 
which  he  descended  until  he  reached  the  point  where  the  latter  stream 
joins  the  IMissisquoi.  Here  he  stooped  until  morning,  and  a  large  elm 
tree  was  long  pointed  out  as  the  one  beneath  which  he  first  slept,  with 
no  covering  for  protection  save  a  "  portmanteau  for  a  pillow." 

In  the  spring  of  i/QO  Geo-rgc,  the  )'ounger  son  of  Colonel  Sheldon, 
accompanied  b\'  a  sturdy  old  Scotchman  and  his  wife  by  the  name  of 
MacNamara,  together  with  several  negro  servants,  came  to  town  as 
'''first  settlers,"  their  onK'  means  of  locomotion  being  a  )'oke  of  oxen 
and  a  sled.  I'^rom  the  town  of  l^airfield,  the  nearest  settled  point  for  a 
distance  often  miles,  the\^  marked  trees  through  the  dense  woods  to  the 
i\Iissisquoi.  Here  upon  the  north  side  of  the  river,  opposite  the  outlet 
of  Tyler's  branch,  and  scarcely  more  than  a  stone's  throw  from  the  old 
elm  beneath  which  Major  Sam  passed  a  lonel\'  night,  they  settled.  The 
year  previous  they  constructed  a  log  house,  the  first  one  built  in  town 
by  white  men,  and  now  owned  by  Harrison  Towle.  flere,  also,  was  the 
first  tree  felled,  the  first  ground  broken,  and  the  first  seed  planted. 
After  the  crop  was  harvested  the  negroes  returned  to  I^urlington  to  pass 
the  winter.  George  Sheldon  also  started  for  his  home  in  Connecticut, 
lc*aving  ^MacXamara  and  his  wife  to  keep  watch  and  ward  o\'er  things 
at  the  settlement  until  the  return  of  spring.  The  sufferings  and  sorrows 
of  this  lonely  settler,  his  trust  and  determination,  passed  into  tradition. 
Well  does  it  illustrate  the  stern  and  unflinching  character  of  the  pioneer, 
the  worthy  and  resolute  son  of  Caledonia. 

On  his  way  home  I\Ir.  Sheldon  had  requested  a  Mr.  Hawley,  living 
in  Fairfield,  to  visit  MacNamara  and  see  to  him.  Hawley  agreed  to  do 
so,  but  failed  to  call  even  once.  Early  the  next  spring  Sheldon  returned, 
and  when  he  learned  that  Hawley  had  not  seen  the  Scotchman  he  felt 
much  concerned  and  hastened  on.  What  was  his  surprise  upon  reach- 
ing the  settlement  to  find  that  MacNamara's  wife  had  died,  and  that  he 
liad  covered  the  body  in  a  snow  bank  near'  the  house.    She  was  after- 
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wards  buried  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant, upon  a  hemlock  ridge,  and  there  alone,  where  no  monument  or 
tablet  marks  the  spot,  she  rests,  a  striking  example  of  pioneer  life  and 
hardship. 

Later  in  the  spring  Colonel  Elisha  Sheldon  and  his  son  Elisha,  jr., 
Major  Sam  and  his  son-in-law,  Elnathan  Keys,  with  their  fLUiiilies, 
George  and  family  and  their  servants,  and  James  Herrick  and  James 
Hawley  arrived  in  town,  settling  in  different  paits.  All  began  in  earn- 
est to  clear  the  land  and  grow  crops.  IMeanwhile  others  joined  them, 
and  the  settlement  advanced  with  considerable  rapidit)'.  I  he  St.  Eran- 
cis  Indians  were  a  cause  of  no  little  apprehension  to  the  inhal^itants  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  even  as  late  as  18 12.  The  Missisquoi  and  its 
branches,  abounding  with  trout,  and  the  valleys  and  hills  bordering,  af- 
fording much  game,  were  to  them  rich  fishing  and  hunting-grounds  to 
which  they  tenaciously  held  claim.  That  large  inland  peninsula  formed 
'by  the  St.  Erancis,  Missisquoi,  and  Richelieu  Rivers  was  particularly  and 
reluctantl)'  yielded.  Although  the  Indians  never  did  much  injury  to  the 
settleis  they  always  appeared  sullen  and  angry,  and  threatened  venge- 
ance in  case  of  war,  especially  upon  the  Sheldons,  for  whom  they  had  an 
inveterate  hatred,  and  on  one  occasion  burned  a  barn  of  theirs  filled  w  ith 
grain.  But  succeeding  years  of  peace  and  security  ensued,  and  all 
thoughts  of  the  tomahawk  had  long  since  been  forgotten.  ^  W'ild  ani- 
mals of  all  kinds  common  to  Northern  Vermont  abounded  in  town  at 
the  time  of  the  settlement.  Of  the  larger  there  were  moose  and  bears, 
together  with  packs  of  wolves  and  herds  of  deer.  Wolves  in  particular 
were  a  great  annoyance  for  a  long  time.  W^iiole  flocks  of  sheep  were 
sometimes  destroyed  by  them  in  a  single  night.  Eires  would  have  to 
be  kindled  about  the  barns  and  lights  hung  in  the  barns  to  frighten  them 
away.  Retiring  to  the  hills  they  would  howl  dismally  through  the 
night,  while  the  hoarse  sound  of"  wolves  !  wolves!"  would  be  shouted 
from  house  to  house.  So  bold  were  they  in  some  instances  that  prints 
of  their  paws  had  been  found  upon  the  snow- covered  window-sills  in 
the  morning.  .  Bears  were  so  common  that  travelers  were  confronted  b}' 
them  and  obliged  to  fly  to  the  nearest  tree.  Moose  were  so  plenty  at 
first  that  the  permanent  presence  of  the  settlers  forced  them  to  take  to 
other  parts.    The  only  one  ever  known  to  have  been  killed  in  town  was 
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shot  by  George  Sheldon  not  far  from  the  late  residence  of  S.  B.  Herrick, 
esq.  Deer  never  herded  in  more  congenial  places  with  the  tenacity  with 
which-  they  clung  to  their  old  "runways,"  long  after  a  greater  part  of 
the  forest  had  been  cleared,  and  until  a  few  years  they  have  been  seen 
coming  down  from  the  east  part  of  the  town  and  county,  where  it  is 
mountainous  and  wooded. 

What  would  we  of  to-day  think  of  going  forty  miles  to  get  a  single 
bushel  of  grain  ground,  or  twice  that  distance  if  we  wished  to  send  or 
receive  a  paper  or  letter?  Yet  such  was  the  case  with  the  early  inhab- 
itants. The  nearest  flour- mill  was  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  the  post- 
office  at  IMiddlebury.  JUit  a  few  years  elapsed,  however,  before  the 
enterprise  of  the  inhabitants  caused  a  better  state  of  things  to  exist.  In 
1792  ]\Iajor  Sheldon  built  a  saw-mill  at  the  Lower  Falls,  not  far  from 
what  is  known  as  Umstead  Mills,  about  lu'o  miles  from  the  present  \'il- 
lage  of  Sheldon.  It  was  built  there  on  account  of  the  great  amount  of 
pine  lumber  in  the  vicinity.  A  few  years  later,  in  1797,  he  built  a  grist- 
mill on  the  west  side  of  the  creek.  In  1799  Israel  Keith  built  a  furnace 
and  forge,  and  for  a  long  time  a  flourishing  business  was  done,  employ- 
ing much  of  the  time  a  hundred  men  or  more  to  supply  it  with  ore  and 
iron.  Quite  an  extensive  ore  bed  was  discovered  and  worked  not  far 
from  the  present  residence  of  Henry  Mowry.  On  account  of  the  good 
amount  of  business  done  by  the  furnace  company  iron  was  long  called 
"Sheldon  Qurrency."  In  1S03  a  carding-mill  was  built  and  in  the  same 
year  a  postofhce  was  established.  Dr.  Hildredth  was  appointed  post- 
master ;  his  date  of  commission  was  January  15,  1S03.  Dr.  Hildredth 
was  the  first  physician  and  the  first  tavern-keeper  in  town.  The  first 
store  was  kept  by  Benjamin  Clark,  who  afterwards  sold  out  to  Sheldon, 
Herth,.  and  Fitch. 

The  first  freemen's  meeting  was  holden  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town, 
at  the  house  of  Jedediah  Tuttle.  S.  B.  Sheldon  was  chosen  representa- 
tive. 

Toivn  Clerks. — S.  B.  Sheldon  was  chosen  first  town  clerk  in  1791,  and 
held  that  o^hc^  till  his  death  in  1S07.  Ebenezer  Marvin  was  clerk  in 
1807-13;  Chancey  Fitch,  1813-15;  E.  H.  Wead,'  18 1 5-16 ;  Samuel 
Wead,  1816-18;  E.  H.  \Vead,  1818-19;  Charles  Gcdlop,  1S19-20; 
Samuel  Wead,  1820-32;  E.  B.  Packenham,  1832-35;  Oliver  A.  Keith, 
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1835-41;  Theophilus  Mansfield,  1841-43;  A.  Brown,  1843-85; 
E.  M.  Brown,  son  of  A.  I\L,  1885  to  present  time. 

77ie  Fratiklin  County  Republican,  a  weekly  newspaper,  was  published 
and  edited  by  J.  \Y.  Tuttle.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  years  1 837, 
'38,  and  '39  it  was  a  creditable  affair,  and  would  compare  favorably  with 
some  of  the  papers  published  in  the  state  at  the  present  time.  The  only 
volumes  known  by  the  writer  to  be  extant  are  in  the  possession  of  J.  H. 
Stufllebean. 

Grace  Episcopal  CJiurcJi. — Who  first  preached  in  town  cannot  be  def- 
initely ascertained,  as  there  was  no  church  and  consequently  no  church 
record.  Revs.  Park'er  and  Worcester  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
the  Rev.  Stephen  Beech  of  the  Episcopal  church  commenced  preaching 
here  about  the  year  1807.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Hill,  a  Methodist,  preached 
here  in  18  12.  These  are  the  three  principal  denominations  in  town,  and 
the  only  ones  that  have  erected  houses  of  worship,  and  that  ha\'e  regu- 
lar Sabbath  and  Sunday-school  services.  The  first  church  built  was  by 
the  Episcopalians.  The  edifice  was  erected  in  1812,  of  wood,  and  con- 
secrated the  following  year.  The  larger  part  of  the  expense  was  borne 
by  Elder  Keith,  esq.  The  edifice  was  rebuilt  upon  the  same  frame,  with 
a  brick  extension,  and  supplied  with  a  bell  and  furniture  in  1853.  The 
parsonage  was  purchased  in  1865  and  an  organ  in  1869.  The  house 
was  again  remodeled  and  newly  furnished  and  consecrated  in  1876. 
The  church  has  been  slightly  endowed  by  the  wills  of  the  late  J.  W. 
Sheldon  ($800)  and  Mrs.  Ruth  (Dean)  Wait  ($500).  The  parish  has 
l\ad  the  ministrations,  generally  in  connection  v;ith  some  other  parish,  of 
the  Rev.  Stephen  l^eech  (1816-22),  the  Rev.  Elijah  Brainard,  Rev.  Jo- 
seph Covell,  Rev.  I\Ioon  Bingham,  Rev.  Anson  B.  Hard,  Rev.  Silas  R. 
Crane,  Rev.  Louis  McDonald,  Rev.  John  Eitch,  Rev.  Jubal  Hodges, 
Rev.  John  E.  Johnson,  Rev.  W.  Lewis,  and  Rev.  A.  H.  J^ailey  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years.  The  nun"ibcr  of  reported  communicants  in  1816 
was  eleven,  which  number  reached  its  maximum,  ninet}'-two,  in  1834, 
and  has  since  v^aried  from  fifty -five  to  eighty -eight,  the  present  number 
being  fifty- five. 

The  Congregational  CJiiirch  was  organized  in  18 16.  "  The  precise  date 
is  not  remembered,  and  there  are  no  records  now  in  existence  earlier 
than  1830.    The  meeting  of  its  council  for'a  new  organization  was  held 
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in  the  scliool-hoiise  standing  on  the  west  side  of  Black  Creek,  on  the 
site  of  the  present  school  biiikling;.  l^lie  moderator  was  Rev.  Benjamin 
Wooster,  of  Fairfield  ;  the  scribe,  Rev.  James  Parker,  of  Enosburgh. 
The  following  are  names  of  the  original  members  :  Samuel  White  and 
wife,  Samuel  Sheklon  and  wife,  Mrs.  Isaac  Sheldon,  Bartholomew  Hul- 
bert  and  wife;  Lucius  Cotton  and  wife,  Amos  Judd  and  wife,  and  Pliilo 
White.  The  clerks  of  the  church  have  been  Samuel  White,  Alvin  Fas- 
sett,   Bruce,  ]).  D.  Wead,  S.  W.  Langdon.    The  deacons  have  been 

Samuel  White,  Alvin  Fassett,  Mezeldcih^  Bruce,  Samuel  M.  Hulbert, 
Chancey  Hulbert,  Edward  V.  Adams,  A.  T.  Leach.  Samuel  M.  Hul- 
bert and  A.  T.  I-each  are  still  the  acting  deacons  of  the  church*.  For 
the  first  ten  years  or  more  the  church  was  ministered  unto  by  Rev.  Ben 
jamin  Wooster,  of  Fairfield,  and  b}'  missionaries  sent  out  for  short  peri- 
ods from  the  Connecticut  Home  Missionary  Societ}-.  Mr.  Wooster 
preached  at  Sheldon  at  different  times,  and  regularly  half  the  time.  He 
must  have  done  this  for  a  number  of  years,  altogether  three  or  four  at 
least,  according  to  the  remembi  ance  of  Deacon  \\nnte.  Of  missionaries 
the  names  of  Williston  and  Atuood,  in  particular,  are  remembered. 
Since  1S30,  the  time  to  which  the  records  now  in  existence  date,  we  find 
the  names  of  the  following  ministers  as  having  supplied  the  church  at 
different  tin;es  for  longer  or  shorter  periods  :  James  Gilbert,  Phinelias 
Kingley,  Preston  Taylor,  Cah'in  B.  Hulbert,  Charles  Dnren,  Charles 
Clark,  and  George  Tolman.  The  last  named  was  the  first  and  only  in- 
stalled pastor  the  church  has  had,  and  the  first  settled  minister  in  town. 
He  was  ordained  and  installed  July  lO,  1862.  The  following  pastors 
have  officiated  ar  various  times:  C.  H.  Rowley,  C.  B.  Watson,  A.  B. 
Carr,  A.  T.  Clark,  and  R.  B.  P^ay.  In  1865  a  conmiodious  parsonage 
was  co.mpleted. 

"-The  MctJiodisi  Episcopal  CJiurcJi. — In  the  year  181 3  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Hill,  a  local  iMethodist  preacher,  came  to  Sheldon  from  P^airfield  and 
held  meetings  occasionally.  Mr.  Hill  formed  the  first  class  of  seven 
members,  viz.:  Jacob  and  Rowena  Saxe,  Plannah,  wife  of  Alfred  Keith., 
John  Potter,  widow  Asa  Dimon,  Mrs.  Downey,  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Kim- 
ball. Soon  after  Revs.  Gilbert,  Lyon,  and  Buel  Goodsil,  circuit  preach- 
ers, came  here  and  remained  two  years,  preaching  in  Sheldon  and  ad- 
joining towns.    They  were  succeeded  by  Rev.  Daniel  Bray  ton  in  1S16, 
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and  a  young;  junior  preacher.  A  great  revival  of  religion  was  enjoyed 
that  year,  and  most  of  the  first  inhabitants  of  the  east  part  of  the  town 
joined  the  cliurch.  At  that  time  there  was  no  stated  preacliing  by  any 
other  denomination.  Some  of  those  con\-erts  afterwards  joined  the 
Episcopal  church.  "Sheldon  circuit"  consisted  of  Sheldon,  Franklin, 
and  all  towns  east  in  Franklin  county.  The  first  house  of  worship,  in 
which  the  I\Iethodists  were  largely  interested,  was  built  in  1 830  as  a 
union  house,  at  the  Rock',  so  called,  about  two  miles  east  of  a  village, 
and  in  1830  a  union  house  was  erected  in  the  east  part  of  the  town. 
Probably  at  that  time  there  were  as  many  members  in  its  church  as  at 
any  time  in  its  history.  For  several  years  previous  to  1 85 8  Sheldon 
and  Franklin  were  joined  as  a  circuit  and  supported  two  preachers,  and 
afterwards  Sheldon  and  Enosburgh  were  united.  In  the  spring  of  1858 
Sheldoii  was  set  off  from  Enosburgh  and  made  a  station,  and  undertook 
to  support  a  minister.  Rev.  A.  C.  Rose  was  appointed  by  the  confer- 
ence as  the  first  preacher  to  Sheldon.  There  wds  no  house  of  worship 
and  no  parsonage.  R.  J.  Saxe  gave  the  use  of  a  house  the  first  year, 
and  he  and  a  few  others  raised  a  subscription  for  a  church,  which  was 
built  in  the  village  in  1859,  and  was  the  first  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  building  in  Sheldon.  The  society  at  that  time  was  quite  small 
and  weak  financially,  numbering  probably  about  sixty  members  in  town. 
Soon  after  a^  parsonage  was  bought.  The  church  membership  now 
(1890)  is  about  125,  under  the  pastorship  of  Rev.  A.  B.  Riggs. 

Mineral  Springs. — In  Sheldon  are  the  following  mineral  springs  with 
their  proprietors:  "  iMissisquoi,"  Missisquoi  Spring  Conipany,  of  New 
York  city;  "The  Sheldon,"  George  W.  Simmons,  of  Boston;  "The 
Central,"  Green  &  Co.;  "The  Vermont,"  Henr}-  Cazan.  Of  the  different 
springs  the  Vermont  was  the  last  discovered,  in  1867.  The  others  have 
been  used  more  or  less  for  the  last  seventy-five  years.  They  are 
located,  with  the  exception  of  the  Central,  quite  near  the  banks  of  the 
Missisquoi  River,  and  are  included  within  a  distance  of  about  three 
miles,  lying  mainly  to  the  north  of  the  village,  the  fartherest  being  two 
and  one-half  miles  distant  from  it.  The  Central  is  in  the  village.  In 
connection  with  the  Sheldon  there  is  an  elegantly  furnished  bathing- 
house.  There  are  other  mineral  springs  in  other  parts  of  the  town,  and 
in  fact  there  is  quite  a  strong  impregnation  in  very  many  springs  and 
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wells  in  common  family  use,  but  none  have  been  used  medicinally  to 
any  extent  except  the  above  named.  The  water  from  the  Missisquoi 
spring  in  particular  is  bottled  and  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
specialty  claimed  for  the  water  of  this  spring  is  a  remed}'  for  cancer,  scrof- 
ula, and  other  diseases  of  the  skin  and  blood.  I\Iany  of  the  cases  of  bene- 
fit are  very  remarkable. 

Hotels. — Tn  the  village  is  the  }*ortland  House,  A.  C.  Marvin,  proprie- 
tor, which  is  beautifully  furnished  and  well  fitted  for  summer  guests, 
many  of  whom  spend  their  summers  here.  The  Riverside,  located  at 
Sheldon  Junction,  has  recently  been  refitted  and  opened  by  G.  D. 
Thomas,  proprietor.  Congress  Hall,  at  Sheldon  Springs,  is  the  largest 
hotel  in  town,  and  is  opened  simply  as  a  hotel  for  summer  guests. 
F.  West  is  proprietor. 

TJic  Raids  in  Sheldon. — The  only  advance  made  upon  Sheldon  dur- 
ing the  Rebellion  was  on  November  19,  1864,  when  about  a  score  of 
'*  rebel  raiders,"  or  "  robbers,"  led  by  Captain  Young,  rendezvoused  at 
St.  Albans,  having  their  "  base  "  in  Canada,  but  having  no  distinct  lines 
of  "retreat."  After  robbing  the  banks  and  shooting  some  of  the  un- 
armed inhabitants  they  passed  through  Sheldon  on  their  return  to  Can- 
ada. A  route  So  circuitous  was  not  their  plan  ;  they  were  wrongly 
guided.  Being  closely  pursued  by  Captain  Conger's  party  they  set  fire 
to  the  bridge  that  spans  Black  Creek  at  Sheldon,  to  prevent  their  cross- 
ing, but  the  inhabitants  extinguished  the  fire  before  it  had  done  any 
damage.  The  raiders  attempted  to  enter  the  Missisquoi  Bank,  but  fort- 
unately it  was  qlosed.  Having  appropriated  to  themselves  horses  and 
whatever  they  wished  they  hurried  on,  passing  along  the  road  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Missisquoi  until  they  entered  the  town  of  Enosburgh, 
where  they  crossed  the  river  at  Enosburgh  Falls  and  rode  rapidly 
towards  Canada. 

Again,  on  Monday  night,  June  4,  1 866,  Sheldon  was  the  scene  of  an- 
other armed  gathering.  About  800  Fenians  (some  computing  them  as 
high  1,100),  who  had  collected  quietly  and.  unobstructed  among  the 
Irish  residents  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  arrived.  They  composed  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  Fenian  right  wing  of  the  army,  and  passed  through  the 
town  and  village  between  the  hours  of  nine  and  twelve  at  night.  They 
were  accoutered  and  armed,  and  presented  not  a  poor  idea  of  war.  The 
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Fenians  rendezvoused  in  the  town  of  Franklin,  where  they  camped  over 
night  and  then  left  for  Canada. 

Railroads. — The  Lamoille  Valley  Railroad  was  chartered  by  the  Ver- 
mont legislature  about  1S67,  and  the  following  year  a  survey  was  made, 
but  not  being  satisfactory  three  or  four  more  were  made  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  more  feasible  route.  Work  was  commenced  in  1 870,  but 
owing  to  a  lack  of  funds  and  the  financial  crash  of  1873  the  road  pro- 
gressed slow]}',  the  principal  expenditure  being  made  in  advertising  for 
help  and  getting  them  to  work  as  long  as  they  could  by  promises,  and 
giving  them  plenty  of  tobacco  and  a  few  necessaries.  They  would  thus 
keep  the  help  for  about  two  or  three  months.  The  cost  to  the  com'pany 
through  this  town  was  only  about  $3,000  to  the  mile  till  they  were 
ready  to  lay  the  iron.  In  1877  the  road  was  completed  and  the  first 
train  passed  over  it  July 27th,  and  soon  after  regular  trains  began  to 
run.  There  are  only  about  four  miles  of  track  in  the  town,  and  two 
stations,  one  at  the  village  and  one  at  the  junction  with  the  Missisquoi 
Valley  Railroad.  The  road  after  being  completed  went  through  various 
changes.  The  name  was  changed  in  1880  to  the  St.  Johnsbury  and 
Lake  Champlain  Railroad  and  afterwards  to  the  Boston  and  Lowell  Rail- 
road, which  company  got  possession  of  it  by  lease.  It  finally  came  . un- 
der the  control  of  the  J^oston  and  Maine  Railroad,  who  now  operate  it. 

The  Missisquoi  Railroad  was  chartered  in  1869,  and  a  survey  was 
made  at  once  and  the  work  of  construction  followed,  the  road  being 
completed  in  1870.  The  first  train  from  Sheldon  was  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1870,  and  regular  trains  were  soon  after  put  on.  There  are  about 
eleven  miles  of  the  track  of  this  road  in  town,  and  there  are  four  stations: 
Sheldon  Springs,  Sheldon  Junction,  North  Sheldon,  and  South  Frank- 
lin. The  name  of  the  road  has  been  changed  to  the  IMissisquoi  Valley 
Railroad.  For  a  year  or  so  there  was  quite  a  business  done  by  this 
company,  but  the  Southeastern  coming  to  Richford  it  fell  oft" somewhat. 
At  the  present  time  the  road  is  kept  busy,  the  business  having  increased 
during  the  last  few  years. 

Tlie  Sheldon  Agricultural  Library  Association  was  formed  about 
1869,  and  was  kept  up  for  several  years,  but  finally  ceased  to  exist  as  a 
society,  and  about  ten  years  since  a  private  library  bequest  was  made  to 
the  society  by  which  some  additional  books  were  purchased,  making 
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something  of  an  addition  to  the  books  they  previously  had.  The  library 
at  the  present  time  has  a  fair  patronage. 

TJie  Franklin  County  Agriatlttiral  mid  Mechanical  Society  w  as  formed 
some  twenty- six  years  ago.  It  has  held  an  exhibition  annually  in  Sep- 
tember since  that  time  upon  their  grounds  at  the  Junction.  They  offer 
$2,500  in  premiums  each  year.  From  all  parts  of  the  county  people 
attend,  and  bring  stock,  produce,  etc.,  to  compete  for  the  prizes. 

Henveel  Lodge,  No.  30,  F.  and  A.  M.,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  occupies  a  hall  over  the  bank,  which  is  elegantly  fitted  up.  The 
lodge  was  formed  in  1857.  The  present  membership  is  about  thirty- 
five. 

Highways. — There  are  about  fifty-eight  miles  of  road  in  town,  and 
owing  to  the  frequent  changes  made  in  the  laws  by  the  legislature  in 
.reference  to  the  highways  and  on  account  of  freshets  they  have  not  been 
kept  in  as  good  condition  for  the  past  few  years  as  formerl)^  The 
freshet  of  June  5,  18S7,  washed  out  several  lar<^e  culverts,  causing  about 
$1,200  damage,  and  a  second  one  occurring  June  15,  1888,  caused  a 
loss  of  about  $4,000.  In  consequence  of  these  freshets  the  town  was  ex- 
cessively burdened  by  taxes.  A  freshet  the  following  year  was  not  as 
■severe  as  either  of  the  other  two,  tlie  damage  amounting  to  onl\'  about 
$800.  In  1890  a  cyclone  blew  down  a  number  of  trees  on  the  high- 
way, unroofed  buildings,  and  nearly  carried  off  the  Missisquoi  l^ailroad 
bridge  from  its  foundation.     It  was  unsafe  for  travel  for  some  time. 

There  are  several  fine  bridges  in  the  town  of  Sheldon,  the  oldest 
being  the  one  at  the  village,  which  was  built  about  fifty  j^ears  ago  and 
thoroughly  repaired  about  twenty- five  }"ears  since.  It  Is  an  arch  bridge 
with  a  double  roadway,  and  is  156  feet  long.  The  sinr^k?^  ;-padway  arch 
bridge  at  North  Sheldon,  built  some  thirty  years,  ,  is  strong  and  dur- 
able, and  is  180  feet  lono;.  The  iron  bridge  at  the  mouth  of  Black 
Creek,  erected  in  1884  by  the  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Company,  is  a  sub- 
stantial structure.  It  is  a  parallel  truss  eighty  feet  long  with  a  fourteen- 
feet  roadway.  The  state  erected  a  bridge  across  the  Missisquoi  River 
opposite  the  Junction  in  18S7,  which  is  of  two  spans  of  148  feet  each. 
It  has  a  fine  cut  stone  pier  of  Isle  La  IMotte  marble.  The  abutments  are 
of  native  stone,  all  being  built  upon  piles.  The  cost  was  about  $13,000. 
The  town  in  18S8  purchased  of  tlie  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Company  a  sus- 
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pension  bridge  M'liich  they  erected  that  }xar,  and  which  is  250  feet  long 
from  center  to  center  of  towers.  It  has  a  sixteen- feet  roadw  ay.  At  the 
time  this  bridge  was  erected  it  was  the  only  suspension  bridge  in  the 
state.  At  the  west  end  the  anchors  are  fastened  into  the  ledge  upon 
whicli  the  west  end  abutment  is  built  ;  the  eaet  shore  anchorage  is  also 
a  ledge,  but  farther  from  tlie  abutment  and  much  lower  than  the  floor 
of  the  bridge.    The  cost  of  the  structure  was  about  f  7,000. 

The  Missisquoi  Bank  was  chartered  in  1847  hy  t-he  legislature  as  a 
state  bank,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  and  it  did  a  good  business  for 
sixteen  or  se\'enteen  years.  i\lr.  Mubbell  went  to  New  York  w  ith  S.  H. 
Green  in  the  fall  of  1865  ^^^^  came  back  as  far  as  Troy;  that  was  tb.c 
last  seen  of  him.  \\'hatever  became  of  him  will  e\  er  remain  a  m\-stcry, 
as  well  as  some  things  connected  with  the  bank  near  its  close.  Whether 
Hubbell  was  a  defaulter  or  not  those  who,  if  alive,  can  tell  neva-r  will  ;  if 
he  was,  in  all  probabilit)'  there  were  others  as  deep  in  the  mystery  as  he. 
The  affairs  of  the  banl:  were  finall)^  closed  up  under  the  rcceivershij)  of 
the  Hon.  D.  U.  Wead  some  fifteen  }'ears  later. 

ScJiools. — The  first  school- house  in  town  was  built  by  Major  S.  1>. 
Sheldon,  on  the  north  side  of  the  creek',  where  the  present  school  house 
now  stands.  A  Miss  l^etsex'  Jennison  was  tlie  first  teacher  in  town. 
Sheldon  is  divided  into  fourteen  districts,  or  from  one  to  fifteen  inclusive, 
district  thirteen  having  been  absorbed  by  others.  Schools  are  kept  in 
most  of  them  six  months  each  year. 

Industries. — The  principal  industries  are  farming  and  dairying.  The 
milk  during  the  fummer  is  mosth'  taken  to  separators  and  the  cream 
to  butter  factories  to  be  manufactured.  Sheldon  is  one  of  the  first 
dairying  towns  in  the  state.  On  an  area  of  four  miles  square  in  the  east 
part  of  the  town  are  kept  some  2,000  cows.  There  are  at  Sheldon  Springs 
a  saw-mill  and  grist-mill  manufacturing  lumber  and  shingles  and  doing 
custom  grinding.  In  the  village  there  is  a  saw-mill  and  a  carriage 
factory  upon  the  west  side  of  the  creek.  Upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
stream  is  a  grist-mill  which  was  built  some  seven  years  ago.  It  is  well 
fitted  up  and  has  a  side-track  for  loading  and  unloading  grain.  There 
are  also  two  stores  and  three  small  groceries.  At  the  Junction  the  milk 
from  about  1,000  cows  is  manufactured  into  butter.' 

The  Sheldon  Poor-House  Association. — In  the  western  part  of  the 
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town  is  the  poor-house  farm  owned  and  its  expenses  paid  in  propor- 
tion to  the  grand  hst  by  the  following  towns,  each  having  the  privilege 
of  sending  here  their  poor,  irrespective  of  numbers  :  Berkshire,  Enos- 
burgh,  Fairfield,  Franklin,  llighgate,  Sheldon,  St.  Albans,  and  Swan- 
ton.  The  farm  contains  about  300  acres,  and  is  well  stocked.  The 
average  number  of  inmates  is  fifty-nine.  There  were  four  deaths  and 
three  births  the  past  year.  The  following  is  a  list  of  inmates  present 
January  i,  1 890 :  Berkshire,  five;  Enosburgh,  three;  Fairfield,  three ; 
Franklin,  ten;  Highgate,  seven;  Sheldon,  seven ;  St.  Albans,  fifteen; 
and  Swanton,  ten  ;  total,  sixty.  The  total  expenses  of  the  association 
for  18S9  for  repairs  on  buildings  and  maintaining  the  poor  was  $2,- 
220,  02.  These  expenses  were  apportioned  as  follows :  Berkshire, 
$177.40;  Enosburgh,  $177.40;  Fairfield,  $200.25  ;  Franklin,  $163,38  ; 
Highgate,  $178.30;  Sheldon,  $ 1 59.90;  St.  Albans,  $77 1. 90;  and  Swan- 
^c>'L  $330-67-  It  cost  seventy  cents  per  week  to  maintain  each  inmate, 
aside  from  the  products  of  the  farm.  They  are  well  fed  and  clothed 
and  the  children  attend  school.  They  have  divine  services  every  two 
weeks.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Lampher  are  superintendents  of  the  house 
and  farm  for  1 89 1. 


HE  town  of  Alburgh,  like  many  other  towns  in  Vermont,  passed 


]_  through  the  most  interesting  period  of  its  history  during  the  first  half 
century  of  its  existence.  To  Vermont  the  town  as  one  of  the  sub- divis- 
ions of  the  commonwealth  first  became  known  when,  in  1781,  a  charter 
was  granted,  including  its  lands,  to  General  Ira  Allen  and  his  sixty- four 
associate  proprietor's.  But  long  befor-e  the  Vermont  charter  was  made, 
and  as  early  even  as  the  beginning  of  the  first  French  and  English  wars, 
in  the  year  1 744,  on  the  1st  of  November,  the  king  of  France  granted 
the  lands  now  comprising  Alburgh,  and  then  known  as  a  seigniory,  to 
Francis  Focault,  a  subject  of  France.    After  the  conquest  of  Canada 
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and  the  final  overthrow  of  the  P^rench  dominion  in  America  this  grant 
was  confirmed  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  confirmed,  it  is  confi- 
dently believed,  for  the  reason  that  Focault  transferred  liis  title  to  Gen- 
eral Haldimand,  the  instigator  of  the  friendly  negotiations  with  Vermont 
during  the '  latter  years  of  the  Ivevohition.  From  General  Haldimand 
the  title  passed  to  Henry  Caldwell,  and  from  him  to  John  Caldwell,  all 
British  subjects.  During  the  ownership  in  the  Caldwells  the  region  of 
the  town  became  known  as  Caldwell's  Manor,  and  in  the  same  control 
the  manor  was  settled,  occupied^  and  improved. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  grant  of  the  seigniory  comprising  what  after- 
wards became  Alburgh  by  the  French  sovereign  was  confirmed  to  its 
subsequent  British  owner.  However,  the  American  colonies  and  the 
mother  country  at  length  found  themselves  involved  in  a  long  and  terri- 
ble war,  with  the  final  result  of  the  defeat  of  the  latter  and  the  success 
of  the  former,  followed  by  the  peace  treaty  of  1783,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  boundary  lines  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
provinces  in  America.  And  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1783 
provided  that  Congress  "earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of 
the  several  states  to  provide  for  the  restitution  of  all  estates,  rights,  and 
properties  which  have  been  confiscated,  belonging  to  real  British  sub- 
jects, and  also  of  the  estates,  rights,  and  properties  of  persons  resident  in 
the  districts  in  the  possession  of  his  majesty s  arms,  and  who  have  not 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States."  This  Congress  did  in  due  time 
recommend  ;  but  even  before  that  recommendation  was  made,  and 
while  there  was  yet  existing  the  possibility  of  British  success  in  the  then 
waging  war,  before  the  treaty  was  made,  Governor  Chittenden  made  the 
grant  to  General  Allen  and  his  associates. 

But  Great  l^ritain  insisted  that  the  above  quoted  article  of  the  treaty 
had  been  violated  by  the  United  States,  in  that  the  manor  had  been 
permitted  to  be  granted  by  state  authority  and  that  settlements  and 
transfers  of  its  lands  were  being  prosecuted,  and  acts  of  jurisdictional 
authority  were  being  attempted  ;  upon  which  the  I^ritish  commander  in 
Canada  sent  and  maintained  an  armed  force  in  the  town  and  its  immediate 
vicinity.  But  the  action  of  Governor  Chittenden  in  exercising  authority 
over  the  district  of  Alburgh  was  based  on  strong  and  tenable  grounds.  By 
an  act,  to  which  Lord  Dorchester  himself  was  a  party  in  1766,  the  town 
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was  severed  from  Canada  and  remained  a  part  of  New  Yorlc,  in  laiv, 
until  the  controversy  between  Vermont  and  New  York  bad  been  settled; 
it  was  assigned  to  .Vermont  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  August 
20,  1 78 1,  to  which  New  York  consented  in  1790;  by  the  treaty  of  1783 
Great  Britain  confirmed  it  to  Vermont,  and  Congress  further  confirmed 
it  by  the  act  of  1791,  which  admitted  the  state  into  the  Union.  Thus 
in  1792  Governor  Chittenden  had  a  perfect  right  to  assert  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Vermont,  and  also  to  assert  that  the  establishment  of  civil  gov- 
ernment there  had  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the  legal  rights  of  citizens 
of  the  town  claiming  or  possessing  land  there,  or  of  Caldwell  or  other 
British  subjects.  The  former  had  ample  remedy  in  the  state  courts, 
and  the  latter,  under  the  treaty  of  1783  and  the  Federal  constitution,  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

In  1785  Henry  Caldwell  appealed  to  the  sympathy  and  generosity  of 
Vermont,  in  a  letter  in  the  nature  of  a  petition,  asking  that  his  title  to 
the  manor  lands  be  confirmed  to  him  ;  but  the  prayer  of  his  petition 
could  not  well  be  granted.  The  settlers  under  Caldwell,  however,  held 
their  lands  by  possession,  and  Caldwell  sold  his  other  interests  to  fie- 
man  Allen,  of  Highgate,  who  resorted  to  the  courts  with  the  result  of 
'final  defeat.  The  Caldwell  title  failed  because,  on  one  ground  at  least, 
it  had  not  been  recorded  in  New  York  state. 

The-  town  of  Alburgh  has  been  variously  and  numerously  known, 
bearing,  perhaps,  a  greater  number  of  names  than  any  town  in  the,  entire 
state.  From  it$  ancient  Indian  occupancy  it  was  once  known  as  Point 
Algonquiiy,  a  nam^  applied  by  the  French  ;  also  to  the  latter  it  was 
otherwise  known  as  Point  Detour  and  as  Point  Detouror.  To  the 
English  the  town  at  one  period  was  called  Turn  About,  from  the  story, 
it  is  said,  of  a  certain  man  who  journeyed  to  its  southern  extremity,  ex- 
pecting to  pass  on  south,  but  found  himself  obliged  to  tuiii  about  and 
retrace  his  steps.  It  was  also  called  IMissisco  Tongue  and  Missisco  Leg 
from  the  peculiar  shape  of  its  lands,  forming  a  promontory  and  extend- 
ing far  into  the  lake.  Under  the  English  confirmation  of  the  French 
grant 'it  was  Caldwell's  Upper  Manor;  and  finally  the  name  Alburgh 
was  applied,  the  latter,  it  is  understood,  being  a  contraction  of  Allens- 
burgh,  which  name  was  received  from  its  ownership  by  Heman  Allen, 
purchaser  of  the  Caldwell  title,  and  from  Ira  Allen,  one  of  the  grantees 
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under  Vermont,  and  the  active  agent  of  the  proprietary.  The  town  was 
once  advertised  as  Allensburgh. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  Alburgh  occupied  a  singular  and  interest- 
iner  situation  with  reference  to  the  disturbances  on  the  northern  frontier. 

CD 

The  lands  here  were  occupied  and  settled  by  the  English  and  a  few 
French  under  the  Caldwell  titles,  and  these  settlers  were  in  actual  pos- 
session when  Governor  Chittenden  granted  the  town  in  1781  ;  and  the 
settlers,  too,  had  not  only  possession,  but  as  well  a  sort  of  local  or  town 
organization,  with  such  ofiicers  as  were  authorized  under  British  customs 
and  laws.  And  the  manor  extended  north  into  the  province,  and  was 
not  comprehended  within. the  comi^ass  of  the  Vermont  grant.  The 
mere  act  of  granting  the  town  by  Governor  Chittenden  was  not  of  itself 
sufficien":  to  occasion  much  concern  among  the  settlers  nor  the  authori- 
ties, but  was  viewed  by  the  Caldwclls  as  dangerous  to  their  titles. 
Jkit  when  the  proprietary  under  the  Vermont  charter  sought  and  as- 
sumed to  create  titles  of  their  own,  and  put  settlers  on  the  lands  under 
those  titles,  then  the  provincial  authorities,  from  their  point  of  view,  saw 
a  flagrant  breach  of  the  treaty  provisions,  and  they  therefore  thought  fit 
to  possess  the  territory  with  troops  and  exercise  surveillance  over  the 
region,  both  of  land  and  lake.  Their  garrisons  were  maintained  at 
Dutchman's  Point,  in  North  Hero,  and  at  Point  au  Fer,  in  New  York 
state  opposite  to  Alburgh.  In  addition  they  exercised  a  general  sur- 
veillance over  the  . whole  countr\'  of  this  town,  and  Isle  La  Motte  and 
North  Hero  as  well.  But  there  were  no  overt  acts  of  hostility,  nor  con- 
flicts of  authority,  until  the  settlers  under  the  Vermont  charter  attempted 
to  organize  the  town  in  1792.  The  period  of  the  British  surveillance 
commenced  in  1783,  and  was  continued  until  1796,  when,  in  compliance 
with  the  terms  of  Jay's  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  troops  were  withdrawn  and  the  Vermont  authorities  left  in  un- 
disputed possession  of  the  town. 

The  organization  of  the  town  of  Alburgh  under  Vermont  authority, 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  occasion  of  all  tlie  troubles  in  this  particu- 
lar region,  and  came  so  near  involving  the  countries  in  another  war,  was 
effected  in  pursuance  of  the  following  warning:  "Pursuant  to  express 
orders  from  his  Fxcellency  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont  to  us 
<lirected,  These  are  to  warn  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  o{  AllburgJt 
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qualified  as  the  law  directs  to  vote  for  town  officers,  to  meet  at  the 
house  of  Michael  Housinger's  on  the  7th  day  of  June  next  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning  for  the  following  purposes  : 

"  1st.  To  chuse  a  moderator  to  regulate  said  meeting. 

'*  2d.  To  chuse  such  civil  officers  as  the  laws  directs  in  the  State- 
And  to  do  any  other  business  tliat  may  be  found  necessary  to  be  done 
on  said  day. 

**  Given  under  our  hands  at  Alburgh  this  1 6th  day  of  May,  1 792. 

"  Samuel  Mott,    >  t  ^ 

(    ustices  01  1  cace. 
"  Benja.  Marvin,  ^ 

In  accordance  with  tlie  warning  the  meeting  was  held,  and  these  offi- 
cers elected  :  Town  clerk,  lipomas  Re}'nolds;  selectmen,  Richard  Mott, 
John  Chambers,  Joshua  Manning,  Jacob  Cook;  treasurer,  Benjamin 
'Marvin  ;  constables,  Abel  Parr,  Joseph  Mott;  listers,  Moses  Parr,  Joseph 
Weeks,  John  Ladue,  Ichabod  Babcock,  Alexander  Griggs;  leather  sealers, 
James  Sweet  and  Gabriel  Manning  ;  grand  jurors,  William  Brandigo  and 
John  Ladue;  surveyors  of  highwa)-s,  Richard  Mott,  Daniel  Smith, Stephen 
Sweet,  Sylvester  Sweet,  Titus  Clark,  Jacob  Babcock,  John  Van  \^leet, 
Philip  Cook,  Alexander  Griggs;  pound  keeper,  Michael  Housinger ; 
.fence  viewers,  Jacob  Mott,  Ichabod  Babcock,  Sylvester  Sweet,  James 
Fisher,  Peter  Carrigan,  Frederick  Hoxie  ;  haywards,  Michael  Duell,  Dan- 
iel Beazall,  Joseph  Hayden,  Peter  Truman  Joseph  Mott,  Conrad  Burg- 
hardt,  Joseph  Sowles;  petit  jurors,  Richard  Mott,  David  Staunton,  Michael 
Duell,  John  Griggs,  Sands  Helmes,  Timothy  Sowles,  Abraham  Hol- 
^orook,  James  Andrews;  tithingmen,  Hendrick  Miller  and  Thomas  Rey- 
nolds; wardens,  Titus  Clark  and  Timothy  Sowles. 

Under  all  ordinary  circumstances  it  would  appear  somewhat  singular 
that  the  first  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  should  elect  a  full  complement  of 
officers  for  the  town,  but  while  such  was  occasionally  done  the  occurrence 
was  not  frequent.  Governor  Chittenden  and  the  proprietary  had  de- 
termined upon  the  full  and  thorough  -organization  of  Alburgh  under 
Vermont  authority  ;  they  well  knew  the  sentiment  existing  in  the  town 
on  the  part  of  tlie  Caldwell  and  British  adherents,  for  of  the  latter  there 
was  quite  a  number,  and  by  his  action  the  governor  proposed  to  and  did 
test  the  loyalty  of  the  town,  those  holding  imder  all  claims  to  title  ;  and 
the  result  was  an  immediate  conflict  of  authority  and  a  threatened  open 
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rupture  between  the  English  government  and  the  United  States.  In 
1794  it  was  openly  charged  that  the  action  of  Vermont  had  endangered 
the  peace  between  those  countries.  On  tlie  1 0th  of  Februar}',  1 794, 
Lord  Dorchester,  then  governor- general  of  Canada,  publicl}-  declared 
that  he  would  not  be  surprised  if  there  should  be  war  with  the  United 
States  in  the  course  of  that  year  ;  and  the  movements  of  the  I^i  itish 
troops  in  Canada  and  events  in  the  states  both  inclined  to  establish 
this  opinion.  In  response  to  the  requisition  of  President  Washing- 
ton, under  an  act  of  Congress  of  IMay  9,  1 794,  Governor  Chitten- 
den, on  the  2 1st  of  June,  ordered  the  detachment  of  three  regiments  of 
Vermont  militia,  numbering  2,129  men  in  all,  to  be  held  in  readiness  as 
minutemen.  Of  these  Major-General  Ira  Allen's  division  was  to  furnish 
one  regiment.  On  the  30th  of  May  preceding  General  Allen  had  or- 
dered the  militia  of  Alburgh  and  the  neighboring  islands  now  forming 
Grand  Isle  county  to  be  organized  as  an  entire  regiment,  which  of 
course  surrounded  the  Britisli  garrison  on  North  Hero.  It  is  quite  prob- 
able that  he  expected  war  on  the  frontier,  but  no  collision  of  troops 
occurred. 

General  Allen  organized  his  militia  regiment  in  the  island  region,  and 
desired  and  was  able  to  drive  the  British  troops  and  sympathizers  out  of 
the  territory  of  the  state  ;  but  from  such  action  he  was  restrained  by  the 
counsel  of  Governor  Chittenden,  who  had  no  desire  to  precipitate  an- 
other war.  But  at  this  dangerous  crisis  the  diplomatic  correspondence 
and  negotiations  between  the  United  States,  represented  by  John  Jay, 
and  the  British  gov^ernment  took  definite  shape,  with  final  result  of  a 
treaty  that  called  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  troops  from  the  re- 
gion before  June  I,  1796.  Still  the  militia  organizations  were  main- 
tained and  kept  prepared  for  an  emergency.  In  1804  the  militia  of  Al- 
burgh, with  that  of  North  Hero  and  Isle  La  Motte,  formed  a  part  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  of  state  troops. 

In  1791,  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  and  approved  the  2d  of  March, 
the  whole  state  of  Vermont  was  formed  into  a  district  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports,  and  the  town  of  Alburgh  was  made  a  port  of  entry, 
and  the  act  required  that  the  collector  of  the  district  should  reside  here. 
Stephen  Keyes  was  appointed  collector  of  the  port. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  British  troops  occupied  the  terri- 
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tory  of  the  northern  region  of  Vermont,  and  particularly  tlie  vicinity 
of  Albiirgh-,  as  early  as  1783,  but  that  no  acts  of  hostility  or  oppres- 
sion were  perpetrated  until  after  the  organization  of  the  town  in  1792. 
This  action  by  the  town  seems  to  have  aroused  the  enmity  of  the  Brit- 
ish, who' from  that  time  forth,  and  until  Jay's  treaty  was  concluded,  took 
every  possible  occasion  to  annoy,  injure,  and  insult  the  people,  prevent 
them  the  enjo}'ment  of  their  liberties,  and  obstruct  the  administration  of 
justice  in  every  manner.  Among  the  multitude  of  acts  of  this  charac- 
ter there  may  be  mentionetl  a  few.  In  June,  1792,  Enos  Wood,  a  dep- 
uty sheriff  of  Chittenden  count}'  serving  under  Sheriff  Pearl,  was  cliarged 
with  the  duty  of  executing  a  process  in  Alburgh  ;  but  on  reaching  the 
place  he  was  seized  b)-  the  J^ritish  officers  and  soldiers,  and  with  liis 
two  companies  was  carried  prisoner  to  St.  John's  and  lield  there  some 
da\"S.  From  the  facts  in  this  case  it  appears  that  \\^odd  was  armed  with 
his  writ  in  an  action  against  Patrick  Conroy,  in  the  execution  of  which 
he  seized  the  defendruit's  cattle,  and  proceeded  to  drive  them  south  to 
the  ferry  crossing  to  North.  Hero.  Wood  was  accompanied  on  this  bus- 
iness by  l^enjamin  Initler,  of  "North  Hero,  Nathaniel  Wood,  of  Georgia, 
and  Captain  Hutchins.  of  North  Hero.  l"he  cattle  were  found  to  be  in 
possession  of  one  Minard  Youmans,  in  charge  of  Conroy's  premises,  the 
latter  ha\ing  gone  to  Missisquoi  Bay;  and  as  Youmans  made  some  offer 
o£  resistance  he  was  arr(\sted,  but  subsequently  released  on  promise  of 
good  behavior.  But  no  sooner  was  he  permitted  to  go  than  he  reported 
the  seizure  to  the  British  officers,  and  they  at  once  started  in  pursuit  of 
,the  sherifi's  party,  whom  they  overtook  just  at  the  ferry.  Tliey  were 
made  prisoners,  and  tlie  cattle  except  one  or  two  returned  to  Conro}\ 

This  same  ^Patrick  Conroy  assumed  to  act  as  justice  of  the  peace,  but 
for  which  he  had  no  authority  wliatever  from  the  \^ermont  organization. 
For  this  offense  he  was  summoned  upon  the  order  of  Judge  Elijah  Paine, 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  appear  in  Burlington,  but  there  does  not  ap- 
pear any  record  of  the  final  disposition  of  the  matter. 

On  the  i6th  of  May,  1792,  Governor  Chittenden  instructed  the  just- 
ices of  the  peace  of  Alburgh,  ])enjamin  Marvin  and  Samuel  IMott,  in  the 
matter  of  their  duties,  as  follows:  "It  is  incumbent  upon  you  as  ci\il 
magistrates  to  execute  your  functions  and  cause  town  officers  to  be  ap- 
pointed and  sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  ;  it  is  incumbent 
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on  the  people  also  to  assist  you  to  form  such  regulations  in  the  town  of 
Alburgh,  which  is  now  unquestionably  establislied  within  this  and  the 
United  States."  In  conclusion  the  governor  said  :  "  If  your  people  re- 
fuse to  pay' attention  to  the  above  requisition  I  cannot  tliink  it  will  be 
long  before  this  government  will  call  on  them  in  a  different  wa\'  to  sub- 
mit to  tlie  laws  thereof.  Should  they  be  put  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
so  disagreeable  a  measure  I  should  not  think  it  strange  sliould  they  be 
obliged  to  pay  up  all  back  taxes  since  )'ou  were  represented  [in  Assem- 
bly], as  sonie  towns  in  this  state  in  like  circumstances  have  done."  This 
was  the  communication  of  instructions  to  the  justices  upon  which  the 
town  was  organized,  concerning  \\hich  mention  has  already  been  made, 

But  the  worthy  justices  themselves,  Benjamin  ]\Iarvin  and  Samuel 
Mott,  were  made  the  subjects  of  liritish  aftVont,  brought  about  through 
the  malice  and  wanton  spirit  of  this  Patrick  Conroy.  On  the  I2th  of 
June,  1792,  a  party  of  British,  headed  by  Conroy,  made  prisoners  of  the 
justices,  and  also  of  Constable  Joseph  Mott,  all  residents  of  Alburgh, 
against  whom  was  made  the  charge  that  they  were  officiating  as  ofhcers 
of  the  town  under  Vermont.  The  British  threatened  to  take  the  pris- 
oners to  Quebec,  but  afterwards  consented  to  their  release  on  parole,  but 
charged  them  that  they  should  not  assume  to  act  in  their  offices  for  the 
space  of  twelve  days.  It  appears,  however,  that  Conroy  was  the  dis- 
turbing factor  in  this  community,  but  he  must  have  departed  from  the 
town  some  time  in  June,  1792,  as  will  be  noticed  from  the  following  de- 
position of  Rev.  Reuben  Garlick,  which  on  account  of  its  peculiar  gram- 
matical construction  j*s  reproduced  literally,  viz.  : 

"The  deposition  of  Reuben  Garlick  of  Alburg,  of  Lawful  age  Tistif)^ 
&  say  that  the  Writs  for  the  Election  of  a  IMember  in  this  County  of 
Bedford,  in  Lore  Canaday  for  a  member  .to  their  Legislature  were  sent 
to  the  Province  Line,  &  I  have  been  informed  the  Person  that  Brought 
them  was  directed  not  to  summons  any  Person  south  of  the  Province 
Line  nor  have  I  heard  of  an\'  Persons  being  summonsed  in  Alburg. 
The  Deponent  further  saith  that  the  Laws  of  Vermont  are  in  fourse  in 
Alburg,  and  the  sivil  officers  of  Government  have  met  with  no  opisition 
from  any  Person  under  Pretext  of  British  Government  since  the  Depart- 
ure of  Partrick  Conroy  &  John  Savage  in  June  last. 

"Reuben  Garlick. 
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"  SWANTON,  July  3  I,  1 792. 
•'County  of  Chittenden,  .y.?..-  Personally  Appeared  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Reuben  Garlick  &  made  solum  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above  Deposi- 
tion.      '  Tno's  BUTTERFIELD,  Just.  Peace," 

Notwithstanding  the  soliivi  declaration  of  Rev.  Reuben  Garlick,  wlio, 
it  appears,  was  a  deacon  in  orders  of  the  Church  of  England  and  a  resi- 
dent in  Alburgh,  the  oficnsivc  acts  of  the  British  troops  were  not  relin- 
quished as  against  citizens  and  merchants,  although  there  may  have  been 
no  further  interference  with  magistrates  and  other  officers  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties.  On  the  i8th  of  August,  1794,  Royal  Corbin, 
of  Alburgh,  addressed  a.  communication  to  the  governor,  in  which  he 
related  that  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  ;  that  "the  repeated 
injuries  and  insults  this  vicinity  has  suffered  from  the  British  are  so  glar- 
ing and  so  very  frequent  as  to  rouse  the  indignation  of  every  one  who 
has  the  smallest  tincture  of  republican  blood  circulating  in  their  veins." 
The  much  aggrieved  Corbin  further  stated  that  the  British  would  not 
suffer  him  to  pass  either  up  or  down  the  lake,  nor  cross  it,  and  that  he 
was  restrained  of  his  liberty  and  deprived  of  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  while 
his  goods  were  seized  and  detained.  Corbin's  statement  was  corrobo- 
rated by  the  affidavits  of  Samuel  D.  Searle  and  Roswell  Mills,  both  of 
whom  testified  to  the  seizure  of  Corbin's  boat  with  its  cargo  of  forty 
bushels  of  salt  and  a  puncheon  of  rum.  (In  this  connection  a  citizen  of 
Alburgh  of  to-day  inquires  concerning  the  necessity  of  so  much  salt ) 

But  all  these  complaints  were  ended  by  the  treaty  made  by  John  Jay, 
which  resulted  in  the  evacuation  of  the  vicinity  by  the  British  troops, 
after  which  the  people  suffered  no  further  molestation  of  tlieir  interests 
or  property.  From  this  time  forth,  until  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of 
1812-15,  the  people  enjo}'ed  an  era  of  prosperity  hitherto  unexampled 
in  its  history.  The  town  possessed  natural  agricultural  and  commercial 
advantages  not  enjoyed  by  any  other  similar  locality  in  the  state  ;  and, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  not  and  is  not  a  town  in  the  whole  com- 
monwealth of  Vermont  that  is  situated  precisely  or  approximately  like 
Alburgh.  It  abuts  the  province  line  in  the  same  manner  as  do  others, 
but  its  entire  region  south  of  the  line  lies  within  the  waters  of  the  lak-e, 
forming  a  vast  promontory  some  ten  or  so  miles  in  length,  the  land 
of  which  is  peculiarly  fertile  and  productive  in  a  high  degree.  More- 
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over,  the  town  is  by  far  the  largest  of  the  sub-divisions  of  Grand  Isle 
county,  and  by  far  the  most  important.  Its  surface  is  quite  level,  there 
being  no  elevations  of  consequence,  and  hence  there  are  no  untillable 
lands  in  the  town.  From  its  level  character  there  can  be  no  streams  of 
importance,  and  none  of  sufficient  size  to  furnish  any  motive  power  for 
operating  machinery;  therefore  Alburgh  is  of  necessity  an  agricultural 
locality,  and  as  such  enjoys  a  reputation  for  productiveness  second  to 
none  in  the  state.  And  in  at  least  one  other  respect  have  the  people 
here  occasion  to  rejoice,  and  that  in  the  fact  that  there  are  as  few  and 
even  less  mortgaged  farms  in  Alburgh  as  can  be  found  in  any  town  in 
Vermont.  More  than  that  there  are  no  abandoned  farms,  and  therefore 
there  exists  no  occasion  for  the  services  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agricult- 
ure in  colonizing  this  town  with  foreign  importation  of  humanity. 
'  In  1779  there  occurred  in  Alburgh  an  event  which  was  the  occasion 
of  still  further  diplomatic  correspondence  between  the  governor  of  Ver- 
mont and  the  British  authorities  in  Canada.  It  seems  that  John  Griggs, 
a  resident  of  Alburgh,  A\  as  wanted  by  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Franklin 
county,  who  had  a  warrant  for  Griggs's  arrest.  Proceeding  to  the  town 
the  ofiicer  learned  that  Griggs  had  taken  refuge  at  the  house  of  his 
brother,  across  the  province  line;  but  the  officers  pursued  and  made  him 
prisoner.  In  returning  they  put  Griggs  in  a  sleigh  and  came  back  by 
traveling  on  the  ice  in  the  lake,  but  in  passing  around  "the  tongue"  ot 
Alburgh  the  party  broke  through  the  ice  and  Griggs  was  drowned. 
Deputy  Allen  and  his  associates  were  indicted  in  Montreal  for  murder, 
and  the  provincial  governor  made  a  demand  upon  Governor  Tichenor 
of  Vermont  that  the  indicted  persons  be  surrendered  up  for  trial.  This 
was  not  done,  nor  were  they  ever  tried  in  Canada  or  elsewhere  ;  for  the 
drowning  was  an  accident,  and  however  unlawful  may  have  been  the 
pursuit  into  Canada  the  officers  could  be  in  no  manner  amenable  to  the 
laws  of  the  province  for  the  death  to  a  person  caused  in  the  states.  The 
only  importance  this  incident  has  in  this  chapter  is  that  it  may  show 
that  the  Canadian  authorities  had  no  friendliness  of  feeling  towards  the 
people  and  authorities  of  this  locality  and  state. 

Soon  after  the  occurrence  of  this  event  the  relations  of  the  countries 
were  again  strained,  brought  about  by  the  acts  of  oppression  heaped 
upon  the  United  States  by  the  jealous  and  envious  mother  country,  and 
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on  account  of  these  contemptible  acts  it  became  necessary  that  Congress 
retaliate  at  least  in  a  measure,  wherefore  the  embargo  and  non-inter- 
course laws.  The  enforcement  of  tliese  laws  worked  serious  injury  to 
the  people  of  Albiirgh,  for  theirs  was  an  agricultural  and  lumbering 
town,  and  they  had  always  depended  for  many  of  their  commodities 
upon  the  traffic  and  trade  with  the  province,  against  which  this  town  lay 
abutting.  By  the  rigid  enforcement  of  these  obnoxious  laws  the  peo- 
ple were  driven  to  dire  distress,  and  to  relieve  themselves  a  number  of 
persons  resorted  to  the  dangerous  art  of  smuggling;  but  this  had  to  be 
done  with  great  secrecy,  for  Alburgh  was  a  port  of  entry  and  the  cus- 
toms officers,  the  power  of  the  Federal  government,  were  stationed  here, 
and  w6re  ever  vigilant  and  watchful  in  the  matter  of  their  duties.  Vigi- 
lant as  they  were  tlie\'  were  not  shrewd  enough  to  stop  all  smuggling 
operations,  and  they  had  but  little  sympath}'  from  the  towns  people  who 
suffered  by  reason  of  the  laws.  At  length  it  became  necessary  to  call 
into  service  the  militia  of  Franklin  county,  and  these  were  stationed  in 
various  parts  of  the  town,  particularly  at  Windmill  Point,  on  the  western 
side  of  Alburgh,  This  was  in  May,  t8o8.  The  main  purpose  of  this 
military  force  was  to  prevent  certain  rafts  from  passing  into  Canada,  but 
the  purpose  was  defeated,  as  the  rafts  ran  the  line  under  cover  of  dark- 
ness, and  aided  by  favorable  winds  reached  the  province  territory. 
This  escape  raised  a  cry  against  the  cfficienc}'  of  the  nn'Htia,  with  the 
result  of  their  withdrawal  from  the  town  and  their  place  filled  with  mi-' 
litia  from  Rutland  county,  and  United  States  troops  in  addition. 

But  even  the  presence  of  the  United  States  troops  did  not  effectually 
-put  an  end  to  smuggling,  for  it  was  carried  on  to  a  greater  or  less  extent 
till  the  outbreak  of  the  second  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  story  of  the 
notorious  vessel,  Black  Snake,  is  well  known  to  every  resident  of  Alburgh. 
Among  the  crew  of  the  schooner  was  at  least  one  resident  of  this  town, 
Samuel  I.  Mott,  who  was  with  the  party  that  fired  on  the  militia  and 
killed  several  of  them.  Mott  with  the  others  was  indicted,  tried,  and 
convicted  of  murder.  But  in  his  case  a  new  trial  was  granted,  with  re- 
sult in  conviction  of  manslaughter  and  sentence  tljat  he  stand  in  the  pil- 
lory one  hour,  to  be  confined  in  the  state  prison  ten  years,  and  pay  costs 
of  prosecution.  Mott  was  pardoned  October  15,  1817.  In  October, 
iSii,  smuggling  operations  cost  the  life  of  young  Harrington  Brooks, 
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of  St.  Albans,  he  being  shot  while  in  a  boat  loaded  with  salt  off  the  west 
shore  of  Alburgh. 

In  the  War  of  181 2-1  5,  from  its  very  outset  till  its  close  in  this  region 
by  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  the  situation  of  Alburgh  made  it  a  point  of 
peculiar  interest  ;  and  while  there  appears  no  record  showing  a  hostile 
meeting  of  armies  or  troops  within  the  limits  of  the  town  the  fact  that 
such  a  collision  was  at  any  time  liable  to  occur,  and  the  territory  ever 
subject  to  invasion,  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  people  in  a  state  of 
constant  excitement  and  prevented  them  from  performing  the  duties  of 
their  business.  The  main  channel  of  Lake  Champlain  was  just ^west  of 
the  town,  and  passing  to  and  fro  at  all  times  were  the  British  vessels 
with  their  armed  forces  on  board,  and  in  the  bordering  town  of  Swan- 
ton  tliere  was  an  invasion  and  the  consequent  destruction  of  property. 
But  from  disaster  and  destruction  of  property  the  town  of  Alburgh  v.  as 
Exempted.  The  inhabitants  here  had  a  friendly  relation,  both  social  a.nd 
business,  with  the  people  of  the  province,  and  this  was  well  known  to  the 
British  officers  and  troops;  moreover,  just  before  the  last  campaign 
against  Plattsburgh  the  l^ritish  commander  issued  a  proclamation  assur- 
ing protection  to  those  of  the  people  who  should  remain  at  their  homes 
in  the  care  of  their  property.  While  this  had  the  effect  of  keeping  many 
of  the  enrolled  militiamen  in  the  town  a  number  did  respond  to  the  call 
for  volunteers,  and  served  faithfully  in  the  battle  on  the  I  ith  of  Septem- 
ber as  w^ell  as  in  tjie  skirmishing  events  of  the  days  just  preceding.  ])ut, 
unfortunately,  there  appears  not  to  have  been  preserved  any  roll  of  the 
soldiery  of  Alburgh  who  served  in  that  memorable  engagement,  for 
\vhich  reason  their  names  cannot  be  reproduced  m  these  pages. 

Following  the  close  of  the  second  war  with  England  peace  and  pros- 
perity returned  and  reigned  supreme.  At  that  time  the  town  had  a 
population  of  about  1,100  souls,  almost  double  that  of  1 800,  and  nearly 
three  times  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  in  1791.  During  the 
long  interval  of  peace  that  came  after  the  war  the  resources  of  the  town 
were  full}^developed,  the  previously  unoccupied  lands  were  taken  up 
and  improved,  and  small  villages  were  established  in  several  localities  to 
accommodate  the  people  of  their  vicinit}'  in  trade  and  barter.  But  in 
Alburgh,  in  contrast  with  the  majority  of  the  towns  of  the  state,  the  niax- 
imum  of  population  was  not  attained  until  i86c,  the  census  enumera- 
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tion  of  that  year  showing  a  total  of  1,793,  or  more  than  one-third  of  the 
county's  population,  which  then  was  4,276. 

So  far  as  concerns  communication  with  adjacent  towns  of  Grand  Isle 
or  Franklin  counties  Alburc^h  is  practically  an  island,  and  transportation 
to  neighboring  points  prior  to  the  construction  of  the  old  Vermont  and 
Canada  Railroad  in  185 1  was  effected  by  boats.  As  early  as  1796 
Enoch  Hall  was  granted  the  piivilege  of  keeping  a  ferry  between  Isle 
La  Motte  and  Alburgh  ;  and  in  the  same  year  Reuben  E.  Taylor  was 
likewise  favored  with  the  right  to  keep  a  ferry  for  hire  between  Alburgh 
and  New  York  state.  In  1798  an  act  was  asked  for  a  ferry  between  Al- 
burgh and  Hog  Island.  David  Harvey  Vv'as  also  at  an  early  day  the 
proprietor '-if  a  ferry  between  this  town  and  North  Hero.  The  ferry  be- 
tween Alburgh  and  Swanton  was  for  a  long  time  run  by  Nall-an  Niles 
and  his  son,  John,  as  successor.  Then  it  descended  to  Azom  Niles,  son 
of  John.    Still  later  a  ferry  company  was  chartered  and  orgam'zed. 

As  ever}'  organized  town  has  its  first  events  so  has  Alburgh.  From 
all  sources  of  information  is  gleaned  the  knowledge  that  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  born  in  the  town  falls  to  Agnes,  the  daughter  of  John 
Gibson,  who  first  saw  the  light  on  December  15,  1784  ;  the  first  male 
child  born  in  the  town  was  William  Sowles,  in  1778.  The  first  grist- 
mill was  built  in  or  about  1 800,  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  town,  was 
run  by  wind-mill  power,  and  was  altogether  a  primitive  affair.  The 
mill  itself  was  circular  in  form,  and  was  built  of  stone.  The  first  steam 
saw-mill  was  built  about  1830,  also  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  by  Will- 
ianl  L.  Sowles  and  William  H.  Lyman.  In  the  same  year  another  mill 
was  built  at  Alburgh  Center.  The  first  physician  in  the  town  was  Dr. 
Emerson,  who  is  said  to  hax'c  come  in  1786.  Reuben  Garlick  was 
the  pioneer  pedagogue,  and  likewise  clergyman  and  doctor.  It  is  claimed 
on  good  authority  that  the  first  planing  machine  was  invented  in  Al- 
burgh, the  product  of  the  genius  of  Joseph  S.  Mott  ;  but  it  is  fair  to 
assume  that  even  ]\Ir.  Mott  himself,  were  he  now  living,  would  hardly 
recognize  a. single  principle  of  his  original  invention  in  the  planing  ma- 
chines in  use  at  the  present  time.  The  first  town  clerk  was  Thomas 
Reynolds.  It  is  said  that  the  first  town  representative  was  Thomas  P. 
Loid  in  1786,  while  the  town  was  known  as  Missisco  Leg.  The  town 
was  not  organized  until  1792,  and  it  was  altogether  an  unusual  thing 
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that  it  should  have  a  representation  before  having  local  organization. 
The  query  naturally  arises,  Who  elected  tlie  representative?  On  the 
assumption  that  tlie  election  was  a  fact  and  regular  it  may  be  said  also 
that  Alburgh  was  represented  in  1788  by  William  Coit,  but  not  again 
till  1792,  when  David  Staunton  was  elected;  in  1793,  Elisha  Reynolds; 
1794-97,  Benjamin  iMarvin  ;  1 798,  Timothy  Sowles  ;  1 799-1 800,  John 
Babcock  ;  1 801-02,  Samuel  Mott  ;  1803-04,  Elisha  Reynolds;  1S05- 
06,  Lewis  Sowles;  1807,  James  W.  Wood;  1808,  Alexander  Scott; 
1809,  Lewis  Sowles;  1810,  Phillyer  Loop;  1811-12,  Alexander  Scott  ; 
1813-14,  Stephen  Pettes  ;  1815,  Lewis  Sowles;  1816,  Ephraim  Mott ; 
1817,  Robert  Ransom;  1818,  Joseph  Sewall  ;  1819,  L.  Sowles;  1820, 
Truman  A.  Barber;  1821,  Joseph  M.  Mott;  1822-24,  John  M.  Mott; 
1825-27,  Thomas  Mott;  1828-30,  William  L.  Sowles;  1832,  (iiles  ILar- 
ringtoi'r;  1833-34,  Joseph  Sewall;  1835,  John  M.  Sowles;  1836-37, 
G.  W.  Goodrich;  1838-40,  Frederick  Hazen  ;  1841-42,  Nathan  Kins- 
ley; 1843-44,  William  A.  Ladue;  1845-47,  Solomon  J.  Davis;  1848- 
49,  Albert  C.  Butler  ;  1 850-5  i.  Job  ]>abcock,  jr.;  1852,  IliramL  Bullis. 

The  lawyers  of  the  town  of  Alburgh  have  been  Samuel  Holton,  Philo 
Berr}',  I.  P.  Richardson,  Samuel  Miller,  Elcazer  Miller,  Asa  Robinson, 
T.  A.  Barber,  Giles  Plarrington,  Frederick  l  lazen,  John  M.  Sowles,  Da- 
vid G.  Dixon,  Jed  P.  Ladd,  B.  11.  Smalley,  Henry  Adams,  Charles  Per- 
rigo,  Henry  C.  Adams,  and  Jed  P.  Ladd,  jr.,  the  latter  being  the  present 
state's  attorney  for  the  count)',  tliough  not  yet  a  member  of  the  bar  of 
the  county.  The  physicians  have  been  Drs.  Emerson,  W'ood,  J.  Berry, 
J.  S.  Berry,  Scarle,  Goodenow,  Ransom,  Samson,  Burgess,  Earle,  H.  PI. 
Reynolds,  Butler.  L.  Re3*nolds,  S.  S.  Clark,  C.  B.  Anderson,  Howard, 
Ladue,  and  Phelps,  the  last  four  named  being  the  present  medical  prac- 
*titioners  of  the  tov/n. 

The  next  distinguishing  period  after  the  Warof  1812-15  in  which 
Alburgh  was  a  central  point  of  operations  in  occurring  events  of  an  un- 
usual character  was  during  the  years  1837-39,  or  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  so-called  Papineau  war,  being  nothing  less  than  an  attempt  which, 
by  the  way,  proved  wholly  abortive  on  the  part  of  certain  adventurous, 
ambitious,  and  recalcitrant  P^renchmen  to  overthrow  the  British  rule  in 
the  province.  A  preceding  chapter  has  made  considerable  mention 
concerning  the  events  of  this  period,  therefore  an  extended  notice  in 
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this  place  becomes  unnecessary.  Then,  too,  an  adniirabh'  written  chap- 
ter on  these  occurrences  lias  recently  been  prepared  by  Rev.  David 
Marvin,  to  which  nothing  cf  later  development  could  be  added ;  and  that 
sketch  is  already  in  the  famil}'  of  nearl}-  every  reading  person  in  the 
town.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that,  notwithstanding  the  foolhardy 
character  of  the  Papincau  or  Patriot  outbreak,  it  was  an  occurrence  of 
much  singular -pronn'nence,  and  not  without  significance  in  our  state  and 
national  political  affairs;  and  during  its  prevalence  Alburgh  was  a  cen- 
tral point  of  operations,  and  therefore  awakened  became  the  dwellers  of 
the  locality;  and  not  only  that,  but  Captain  Giles  Harrington's  militia 
company  was  called  into  service  on  the  frontier  and  performed  such 
duty  as  was  required  of  it  in  subduing  and  quelling  the  rampant  spirit 
of  insurrec^tion  among  the  insurgents.  In  Alburgh  the  rebellious  sub- 
jects of  the  English  government  not  only  were  permitted  to  remain  for 
a  time,  but  here  they  found  sympatliizers  and  in  a  few  instances  co- con- 
spirators against  the  Crown,  all  of  which  gave  additional  interest  and 
excitement  to  tlie  occasion. 

But  the  record  m^Tde  by  the  volunteers  from  Alburgh  during  the  war 
of  .186 1-65  forms  an  unusually  bright  page  in  its  history.  The  town 
stands  credited  with  having  furnished  lOO  brave  men  for  the  service, 
some  of  whom  earned  straps  on  their  shoulders,  but  the  majority  served 
in  the  ranks,  carried  and  used  the  musket,  and  to  good  purpose  rather 
than  the  ineffective  brandishing  of  the  sword,  l^ut  for  the  full  and 
complete  record  of  the  town's  soldiery  the  attention  of  the  reader  must 
again  be  directed  to  a  preceding  chapter,  where  will  be  found  a  record, 
not  only  of  men,  but  of  deeds  performed  by  them. 

The  evolutions  of  a  century  have  not  worked  wonderful  changes 
within  the  town  of  Alburgh.  In  that  time  at  least  four  generations  of 
people  have  occupied  the  land,  but  could  the  pioneer  return  once  more 
to  the  scenes  of  his  }'0uth  he  would  see  the  same  general  pursuits  now 
being  carried  on  as  in  his  own  day,  but  new  and  strange  Taces  would 
perplex  and  puzzle  him.  One  hundred  years  aga,  the  same  as  to  day, 
this  was  an.  agricultural  community,  and  the  same  general  products 
are  now  raised  and  cultivated  as  were  then.  Then  there  were  but  few 
settled  hamlets  and  only  a  merchant  or  two  carrying  on  business,  like 
Ro3'al  Corbin,  and  exchanging  stock  for  produce  and  occasionally  sup- 
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plying  some  trader  with  a  well-filled  jug  of  the  then  indispensable  but 
now  prohibited  rum. 

Tile  town  of  Alburgh  owes  much  of  its  success  of  later  years  to  the 
buildine:  of  the  Vermont  and  Canada  Raih'oad.  This  line  when  com- 
pleted  formed  a  connection  between  the  northern  portion  of  New  York  _ 
state  and  the  Connecticut  River  country'  and  the  large  New  England 
cities  on  the  south  and  cast.  Such  a  consummation  proved  of  incalcu- 
lable value  to  this  community,  as  it  afforded  ready  transportation  to 
establish^^d  markxts,  and  the  people  were  not  slow  in  availing  themselves 
of  its  benefits.  In  the  town  two  at  least  of  the  four  settled  hamlets  owe 
their  existence  to  this  acquisition,  which  two  are  Alburgh  Springs  De- 
pot and  Alburgh,  the  former  in  the  east  and  the  latter  in  the  west  part 
of  the  town. 

Alburgh  Springs  Depot,  or  IL'ist  Alburgh,  although  a  small  village  is 
nex-^erthcless  an  important  point  in  the  town,  having  a  postoffice,  hotel, 
a  livery,  and  two  merchants.  From  here  is  had  direct  communication 
with  Alburgh  Springs,  which  place  has  now  become  a  health  resort  of* 
considerable  note.  Man\'  )'ears  ago  the  old  residents  knew  of  the 
health  giving  properties  of  these  springs,  but  it  is  only  within  a  compar- 
atively recent  period  that  they  have  attracted  attention  from  the  outside 
world.  The  building  of  a  large  hotel  has  assured  the  visitor  of  comforts, 
added  to  which  is  tlie  attraction  of  the  springs  themselves.  Here,  too, 
the  climate  and  beautiful  view  both  add  to  the  attractions  of  the  locality. 
The  public  buildings  of  the  springs  are  the  two  churches,  Congrega- 
^  tional  and  Methodist,  the  societies  of  both  of  which  are  nearly  as  old  as 
the  town  itself;  the  j)ublic  school  of  District  No.  lo  and  the  tVv'o  hotels 
in  operaticn  during  the  pleasure  season.  Added  to  these  are  the  usual 
stores,  shops,  and  other  business  industries  which  make  the  average 
hamlet. 

Alburgh  Center  is  practically  the  seat  of  government  of  the  town, 
and  is  located  near  the  center  of  population  and  a  few  miles  from  the 
railroad.  Here  is  the  town  clerk's  office,  a  Methodist  church,  three 
mercantile  establishments,  and  about  a  dozen  dwellings. 

The  town  of  Alburgh  has  ten  school  districts,  each  supplied  with  suf- 
ficient accommodations  for  pupils,  and  each  maintained  by  tlie  district 
itself.    That  the  teachers  are  competent  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  the 
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requirements  of  the  recently  enacted  scliool  law  demand  a  superior  ed- 
ucation on  the  pai  t  of  persons  who  aspire  to  the  position  of  teacher. 

The  Congregational  church  and  society  of  Alburgh  Spa  are  under 
the  present  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  R.  Titus,  while  in  the  same  relation 
to  the  Aiethodist  church  at  that  place  is  the  Rev.  C.  Brigham.  Also 
the  Methodist  church  at  Alburgh  Center  is  likewise  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Brigham.  The  local  minister  of  the  town  is  the  life- long  i  csident, 
Rev.  David  Marvin,  who  has  contributed  not  only  to  the  building  up 
and  establishing  the  church  and  society  in  the  town,  but  as  well  has  by 
his  writings  preserved  man}' of  the  interesting  incidents  of  the  early  his- 
tory of  Alburgh,  which  otherwise  might  have  been  lost  to  future  gener- 
ations. 

The  merchants  of  Alburgh,  at  present  engaged  in  business,  are  N. 
Young,  J.  S.  Shell)',  L.  Harvey,  John  Carl,  J.  S.  Gordon,  J.  W.  Dean, 
and  the  firm  of  Shelly  &  Morse. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 
HISTORY  OF  THE  TO\YN  OF  GRAND  ISLE. 

THE  town  of  Grand  Isle  occupies  a  position  at  the  northern  end  of 
the  island  originally  Icnown  as  South  Hero,  but  which  was  char- 
tered by  Governor  Thomas  Chittenden,  on  the  27th  of  October,  1779, 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Two  Heroes,"  which  grant  included  all  the 
territory  that  now  comprises  the  distinct  towns  of  North  Hero,  South 
Hero,  and  Grand  Isle.  The  original  grant  was  made  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  I0,000  pounds,  to  a  large  number  of  grantees,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  resources  for  the  use  of  the  state  in  civil  and  military 
affairs.  Of  the  number  of  grantees,  of  which  there  were  over  300,  many 
.  neglected  to  comply  with  the  conditions  on  which  the  grant  was 
founded  and  made,  with  the  result  of  a  material  reduction  in  number. 

The  to^vn  of  Grand  Isle  formed  a  part  of  a  seigniory  originally 
granted  by  the  king  of  France  to  IM.  Contrecoeur,  an  officer  of  infantry, 
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in  the  year  1737,  but  the  survey  of  the  island  region  was  made  in  1732. 
This,  as  the  reader  will  observe,  was  prior  to  the  P^rench  and  English 
wars  for  the  possession  of  American  soil,  and  was  during  the  period  in 
which  both  these  nations  were  extending  their  line  of  possessions,  the 
former  from  the  Canada  provinces  toward  the  south  and  the  latter  from 
the  New  England  and  New  York  provinces  toward  the  north.  As  is 
well  known  these  wars  had  their  final  ending  in  1763,  by  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  with  the  result  of  all  the  American  and  Canadian  provinces 
being  ceded  to  the  English  government.  Theieforc  when  this  treaty 
was  agreed  to  and  signed  the  region  now  included  b\'  Grand  Isle,  with 
others  as  well,  ceased  to  belong  to  the  Erench,  and  their  grants  of  seign- 
iories became  void.  And  it  is  not  understood  that  there  was  any  oc- 
cupation, and  certainl)'  there  was  no  i)ermanent  settlement,  within  the 
limits  of  the  island  by  the  subjects  of  France.  Under  the  hVench  do- 
minion the  w  hole  of  the  **  Two  Heroes  "  was  known  as  la  Grande  Isle,  and 
so  described  on  the  maps  and  in  the  grant  ;  but  it  was  otherwise  called 
in  Erench  Isle  Eongue,  meaning  long  island.  From  the  first  mentioned 
of  these  names  la  Grande  Isle,  the  present  designation  of  (jrand  Isle 
both  for  the  county  and  this  town,  is  deri\'ed. 

'  The  first  settlement  was  UKide  on  that  part  of  the  island  which  is  now 
the  town  of  Grand  Isle  when  the  whole  region  was  known  b}-  its  char- 
ter name  of  the  Two  Heroes,  which  name  was  preserved  until  Octo- 
ber 21,  1788,  when  the  islands  were  separated  and  named  respectively 
North  Hero  and  South  Hero,  the  latter  embracing  the  territory  of  this 
town.  In  1798,  by  an  act  passed  November  7th,  South  Hero  was 
divided,  and  its  nort'hern  portion  erected  into  a  town  of  limited  jurisdic- 
tion and  given  the  name  of  Middle  Hero.  The  limitation  just  men- 
tioned lay  in  the  fact  that  the  town  was  given  no  separate  representa- 
tion in  the  state  legislature  until  the  )'ear  18  10,  but  in  connection  with 
the  lower  Hero  it  was  represented  as  a  part  of  that  tow  n,  and  the  officer 
chosen  may  have  been,  at  times,  a  resident  of  the  north  part  of  the  is- 
land. 

It  seems  to  be  conceded  by  most  past  writers  and  authorities  that  set- 
tlement on  the  island  commenced  with  the  coming  thereto  of  Ebenezer 
Allen,  in  the  year  1783,  but  there  are  certain  traditionary  evidences 
tending  to  show  that  settlement  was  made  here  as  early  as  1 78 1.  If 
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such  was  the  fact  that  settlement  could  hardly  have  been  in  pursuance 
of  established  authority,  for  it  is  not  understood  that  the  proprietors 
had  made  their  organization  complete  before  that  year,  1783,  and  the 
survey  of  the  town  was  not  made  until  the  organization  of  the  proprie- 
tors was  effected.  lk)th  of  these  events  occurred  in  1783.  The  first 
clerk  of  the  proprietors  was  John  Knickerbocker,  who  was  succeeded  in 
1  784  by  l^benezer  Allen.  The  proprietors'  meetings  were  held  regu- 
larly from  1783  to  1786,  and  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  for  and  com- 
pleting the  division  and  sale  of  the  rights  to  whomsoever  desired  to 
puichase  and  settle  on  the  lands.  'J'he  survey  was  made  under  the 
super\'ision  of  Captain  Jedediah  Hyde,  who  also  became  the  owner  of  a 
part  of  the  lands  by  purchase  from  W'illiani  Williams,  the  consideration 
being  £\2.  ' 

The  honor  of  the  first  settlement  on  that  part  of  the  island  called 
Grand  Isle  seems  to  belong  to  Enos  Wood,  who  came  with  Ebenezer 
Allen  and  Alexander  Gordon,  and  these  worthies  are  said  to  have 
"drawn  cuts"  for  the  first  choice  of  lots,  and  Wood,  being  in  luck,  was 
given  the  choice  ;  and  he  chose  for  his  location  a  tract  within  the  pres- 
ent district  of  this  town,  where  in  more  recent  years  was  located  the 
John  Kniglit  farm.  Alexander  Gordon  made  his  **  pitch  "  also  in  the 
northern  part,  in  the  localit}'  more  recently  called  Ladd's  I'^-rry.  x\llen 
located  in  the  southern  portion  and  became  the  landlord  of  a  hotel. 
According  to  a  recent  and  reliable  authority  the  settlers  who  followed 
those  mentioned,  and  who  came  to  the  localit)'  as  early  as  the  year  1785, 
were  as  follows:  C\'ril  Recti,  W^illiam  ]I)-de,  Jonathan  Griffith,  Uzzel 
Clark,  William  Campbell,  Jacob  and  Abraham  \'antyne,  John  Minckler, 
William  Hazcn,  Barnabas  Minckler,  John  Saw}'er,  Reuben  Clapp,  John 
Gibson,  and  I^jhraim  Sawyer,  jr.  From  1784  to  1787  these  came  and 
settled  on  the  north  part  of  the  island  :  William  Lawrence,  Robert 
I^arnes,  Willard  Gordon,  Abishai  Allen,  Samuel  Davenport,  Benjamin 
Bell,  Abel  Bristol,  Samuel  Stark,  John  Folsom,  Warren  Corbin,  Wesson 
Macomber,  Daniel  Hoag,  John  Thomas,  Andrew  Hazen,  Daniel  Davis, 
Isaac  Atkins,  Daniel  Samson,  William  Samson,  Reuben  Clapp,  Joseph 
Samson.  From  1787  to  1796  settlement  continued  rapidly,  among 
those  coming  to  the  island  during  the  period  being  Jedediah,  jr.,  Jona- 
than, aiKl  Elijah  M)'de,  Jeremiah  Armstrong,  James  Tobias,  Jesse  Fair- 
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child,  Eleazcr  and  Da\'id  Slosson,  Francis  Deloiif^,  Conrad  and  William 
Rossman,  Joscpli  Adams,  Andrew  Ladd,  Stephen  Pearl,  Simeon  Clark, 
James  Gilbert,  John  D.  Fish,  Peter  Minckler,  Daniel  Wilcox,  Timothy 
NiglUen^ale,  Abel  Peters,  Samuel,  sr.,  .Samuel,  jr.,  and  Enoch  Allen, 
Asa  Calleniler,  James  Ihown,  Le\i  Waucdm,  William  Hodgkins,  and 
David  IMerrihew. 

Within  the  boundaries  of  Grand  Isle  town  was  or^jani/cd  the  local 
government  of  the  Two  l  leroes,  as  the  territ(^r\'  ori^^inally  comprising 
all  there  is  of  North  and  South  Hero  and  this  town  \\as  called.  This 
was  on  the  28th  of  March,  1786,  at  a  meetiiig  held  at  Alexander 
Gordon's  dwellini;-  house  at  Fadd's  V^crr}'.  At  that  time  officers  were 
chosen  as  follows:  Town  clerk,  Xathan  Ilutchins  ;  selectmen,  I'^.henezer 
Allen,  Jacob  Smith,  Alexander  Gordon;  constable,  Nathan  Ilutchins. 
This  organization  lasted  but  little  more  than  two  )'ears.  as,  in  17S8,  oil 
the  27th  of  October,  the  legislature  passed  an  act  dividing  the  territory 
and  forming  the  towns  of  North  and  South  Hero.  'J1ie  locality  of  whicli 
we  write  of  course  formed  a  part  of  the  Fower  Hero,  which  had  its  own 
distinct  organization  and  elected  its  own  officers  from  the  whole  of  the 
island,  and  so  continued  to  do  until  the  }'car  179S,  when  its  territory 
was  divided  and  Middle  Hero  erected. 

The  subject  of  the  division  of  South  Hero  was  agitated  and  the  town 
voted  for  a  division  as  early  as  1792,  but  it  was  not  until  1798  that  the 
legislature  passed  the  act  that  operated  to  complete  the  same,  and 
brought  into  existence  the  Middle  Hero.  On  March  i,  1799.  the  first 
town  meeting  w.isjicld  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Atkins,  in  pursuance  of  a 
warning  b)'  Justice  of  the  I'eace  Reuben  Clapp.  The  officers  chosen 
were  as  folI(^ws  :  Moderator,  Reuben  Clapp;  town  clerk  and  treasurer, 
James  I^rown  ;  selectmen,  Abel  Bristol.  Thomas  Cooper,  and  Reuben 
Clapp;  listers,  Hiomas  Cooper,  sr.,  James  Tobias,  William  Hazen  ; 
first  constable,  John  Thomas.  In  addition  there  was  chosen  a  commit- 
tee— James  Tobias,  Reuben  Clapp,  and  Jedediah  Hyde,  jr. —  to  settle  the 
claims  of  South  Hero.  It  was  also  voted  to  tax  the  town  one  cent  per 
pound  on  the  grand  list  for  town  expenses  ;  also  was  voted  a  j^roposi- 
lion  to  build  a  pound,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  Joseph  ?^Ierrihew 
and  Timothy  Nightengale,  at  an  expense  of  $27.50. 

Thus  organized  the  town  continued  to  annually  elect  officers  and  ad- 
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minister  its  own  affairs  without  material  chanf^e  or  noticeable  occur- 
rence until  the  )'ear  1S09,  when,  on  the  26th  of  October,  the  legislature 
passed  an  act  that  authorized  the  election  of  a  town  representative,  but 
none  such  was  in  fact  chosen  until  the  succeedin*:^  year,  when  Rev.  Asa 
Lyon  was  elected  to  the  office.  And  during  the  year  18 10,  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature  passed  November  3d,  the  name  of  the  town  was 
changed  from  Middle  Hero  to  Grand  Isle,  by  which  it  has  ever  since 
been  known. 

During  the  period  of  disturbance  that  followed  the  close  of  th.e  Revo- 
lutionary war  the  people  living  in  the  Middle  Hero  were  not  seriousl)' 
affected,  but  with  the  enactment  of  the  federal  embargo  laws,  and  their 
enforcement  by  the  presence  of  customs  officers  and  armed  troops,  they 
were  deprived  of  many  of  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life,  and  con- 
sequently suffered  in  common  with  the  whole  population  of  the  northern 
region  of  the  stat(\  That  some  of  the  settlers  had  recourse  to  the  com- 
mon practice  of  smuggling  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  but  there 
is  an  almost  total  ab.^ence  of  evidence  tending  to  show  that  it  was  re- 
sorted to  in  an)'  considerable  extent,  and  whatever  was  done  in  that 
direction  v.as  accomplished  with  such  secrecy  that  the  offender  was  not 

•  apprehended.  ]5ut  considering  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  people,  and 
the  custom  they  enjoyed  of  trading  with  the  province  mercliants,  the 
enforcement  of  the  embargo  laws  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  established 
privileges  of  the  people,  and  if  violated  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  suffering 
humanity,  and  not  through  feelings  of  malice  or  hatred  of  the  law,  or 
mere  wantonness.  And  during  the  period  of  the  War  of  1812-15  the 
people-of  Grand  -Isle  were  entirely  and  wholl)-  lo)-al  to  the  cause  of  the 
Americans;  and  they  furnished  not  only  loyalty  and  patriotism  to  aid 
that  cause,  but  as  well  a  number  of  men  who  served  throughout  the 
period  and  some  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Plattsburgh.  The  occasion 
of  this  battle,  and  particularly  the  naval  engagement,  had  a  peculiar  in- 

'  terest  for  the  islanders,  for  in  its  result  in  a  great  measure  depended  the 
future  of  their  fortunes.  But  the  people  had  no  cause  for  great  alarm, 
as  the  British  commander  had  promised  b}^  his  ])roclamation  that  all 
who  remained  quietly  at  their  homes  should  be  in  no  wise  disturbed. 
However  comforting  may  have  been  the  assurances  contained  in  this 
proclamation  it  had  not  the  effect  of  alienating  from  the  American  cause 
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the  loyalty  or  aftectioii,  for  wlien  tlie  call  for  volunteers  was  pronuilgated 
many  of  the  Grand  Isle  townsmen  crossed  over  to  Plattsburgh  and  took 
part  in  the  land  battle.  At  this  time  the  greater  part  of  the  men  of  the 
town  wore  members  of  the  or<^anized  militia,  a  com[)an\'  of  which  ex- 
isted on  the  island,  and  which  was  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition 
and  under  command  of  Captain  Abner  Keeler,  of  South  Hero.  Tiic 
persons  who  crossed  the  lake  and  participated  in  the  land  battle,  as  far 
as  can  be  determined,  were  Joel  Allen,  Abisha  Allen,  Ihusii  Allen,  Na- 
than Adams,  Jonathan  Hyde,  Willard  1  h'de,  William  Ilodi^kins,  Janus 
Hod^kins,  Jolui  Atk'ins,  Jesse  Reynolds,  and  Theopholis  l>an<^s. 

The  militia  or<.;anizations  of  the  town,  or  rather  of  the  island,  durini^ 
this  period  were  l)Oth  infantry  and  cavalr\-,  being  composed  in  jxart  of 
representatives  of  both  towns.  The  first  com])any  of  which  there  apixars 
to  be  an)'  record  was  formed  in  1791.  and  of  which  Adon  Ames,  Giin- 
dall  Ke\'nolcis,  and  Daniel  Samson  were  captains  in  the  c»rder  stated. 
After  the  division  of  South  Hero,  and  in  1800,  two  companies  were  or- 
ganized, one  infantry  and  the  other  cavalr\',  the  former  being  the  Third 
Compan}'  of  the  I'\)ui  th  Regiment  of  state  militia.  h'rom  the  time  of 
organization  down  to  al)Out  1843,  when  it  ceased  to  exist,  the  infar,tr\' 
company  was  commanded  b\'  these  principal  officers,  in  succession,  \  iz.: 
Captains,  l^enjamin  Dai  ling,  Daniel  Wilcox,  James  Griswold,  Samuel 
Adams,  Solon  Tobias,  Luther  Tabor,  D.  I-'.,  (ji  iswold,  Nathan  Witherell ; 
lieutenants,  John  ( "hamberlain,  Solon  Tobi.is,  Jacob  Kent,  K.  V.  C(>»nro\', 
G.  W.  H)'de,  Miram  'J'obias.  In  1825  J.  W.  Huddleston  was  lieutenant 
commanding  and  in  1S26  ITelmer  Kent  was  captain. 

During  the  period  of  what  has  been  commonly  known  as  the  Papineau 
war,  from  i  837  to  1  839,  the  events  then  occurring  had  no  disturbing  effect 
on  the  i)eople  of  this  particular  localit}',  for  they  were  too  far  removed 
from  the  seat  of  operations  to  feel  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  wh.it 
was  taking  place;  and  there  ai)pears  no  record  to  show  whether  or  iK)t 
the  local  militia  company  or  any  other  organization  of  armed  men  went 
from  the  town  to  the  seat  of  operations. 

During  the  war  of  1861-65  the  town  of  Grand  Isle  raised  from  all 
sources,  both  b\'  tax  and  vnhintar)'  gift,  the  gross  sum  of  $11,893.30 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  bounties  and  the  support  of  fimilies  of  volun- 
teers of  the  year  1861.    The  reports  of  the  state  adjutant  and  inspector- 
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generdl  credit  the  town  witli  a  total  of  fifty-oiic  men,  of  wlioni  twenty- 
two  were  non-residents,  l^'roni  the  town  fifteen  persons  were  drafted, 
of  wliom  five  entered  the  service,  one  paid  commutation,  foin-  wei  e  ex- 
empted, and  six  sent  substitutes.  The  vohmteers  numbered  tliirty-six 
men.  A  preceding  chapter  of  tliis  vokime  furnishes  the  names  of  tlie 
soldiers  from  tlie  town,  ^vhich,  therefore,  need  not  be  repeated  in  this 
connection. 

Snvivhivy  of  Jurst  Evnits. — The  first  settlement  in  Grand  Isle  town, 
or  that  part  of  the  island  which  is  now  so  desii^nated,  was  made  in  I  783, 
b\'  }{nos  Wood  and  Alexander  Gordon.  The  first  merchant  hi  tlie 
town  was  John  hVrguson,  who  in  1792  started  in  trade  at  Ladd's  VcYvy, 
formerly  known  as  Gordon's  V\rr\'.  He  sold  dry  p^opds,  groceries, 
himber,  and  liquors.  Some  of  the  successors  in  business  to  Mr.  l^'erc^u- 
son  were  G.  \\  luKvards,  A.  cs:  W.  15rown,  Grisvvold  ]-5rown,  Abel 
Ihown,  J.  \V.  l^row  n,  l^rown  Clark",  M.  G.  Ih'own  Co.,  and  others. 
The  first  highway  was  surve\-cd  in  1790,  but  little  progress  was  made  in 
its  construction  prior  to  1798.  In  1 806  the  legislature  passed  "an 
act  granting  the  right  of  making  and  lucping  a  TurnjMke  Road  from 
the  lower  bridge  over  Onion  River  in  Colchester  to  the  ferr)'  from  iMid- 
dlc  Hero  to  C'umberland  I^cad."  In  1790  John  k\)lsom  built  a  sailing 
vessel  called  the  Adniiral,  which  was  commanded  by  its  owner.  In 
1828.  Solon  Tobias  built  the  wharf  at  the  place  more  recently  known 
as  Griswold's  Landing.  The  first  tavern  or  jmblic  house  was  kept  by 
Alexander  Gordon,  and  opened  in  1790.  The  first  postoffice  was  estab- 
lished in  1810.  The  first  ph\-sician  was  Jacob  ]\oebeck  ;  subsequent  to 
liim  were  Simeon  Clark,  George  Howes,  Melvin  l^arnes,  A.  11.  \V. 
Jackson-,  Benton  Haynes,  Henry  H.  Rc}'nolds,  Ezekiel  Alinckler,  Will- 
iam Adams,  William  R.  Hutchinson,  A.  G.  Butler,  Jesse  Reynolds,  E.  B. 
Griswold,  Melvin  J.  1  lyde,  A.  B.  Hanna,  and  Albert  Reynolds,  all  of  com- 
parati\-ely  old  resideiKie  in  the  town.  The  first  resident  lawyer  was 
Giles  Harrington,  from  1825  to  1829,  but  later  a  resident  of  Alburgh. 
Following  Mr.  Harrington  were  William  W.  White,  from  1851  to  1854  ; 
H.  C.  Adams,  from  1856  to  1863  i  Josiah  H.  Adams,  from  1857  to  the 
present  time.  James  A.  Brov/n,  Ezra  Dean,  Henry  Adams,  H.  R. 
Beardsley,  and  others  have  lived  or  practiced 'in  the  town.  The  first 
grist-mill  was  built  in  1821  and  the  first  saw-mill  in  1822,  both  by 
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Enoch  Allen.  The  forge  or  furnace  was  built  by  Isaac  Goodwin  about 
1827,  and  here  were  made  plows  and  other  utensils.  The  fust  tan- 
nery was  built  and  operated  by  pioneer  Laniberton  Allen  ;  subsequent 
tanneries  were  run  b\'  John  Thomas  and  Simeon  S.  Wriijlit.  The 
pioneer  blacksmith  was  Samuel  Da\'enport,  who  has  had  numerous 
successors,  Samuel  l^elding,'  Reuben  Clarlc,  Isaac  Goodwin,  and  Luther 
Tabor  bcini^  amonL;  the  earlier  "  smiths  "  of  the  town  after  Da\'cnport's 
time.  The  first  carpenter  was  Vox  l^^owler,  who  tlourished  abtuit  1796. 
The  first  shoemaker  was  Limibciton  Allen,  wl.o  also  was  the  i)ioneer 
tanner. 

The  onl)'  settled  community  in  the  tow  n  of  any  consecpience* is  the 
hamlet  called  Grand  Isle,  which  is  situated  in  the  eastern  pint  at  the 
cross  roads.  The  villa^.^e  has  a  postofhce,  school,  Congregational  and 
Methodist  churches,  about  fifteen  or  twenty  dwellings,  and  one  or  two 
business  interests.  I'lie  post  station  here  is  called  after  the  town. 
Other  offices  have  been  established  at  other  points  and  called  Pearl  and 
Adams,  l)oth  in  honor  C)f  leading  families  in  the  tow  n. 

As  early  as  the  )ear  I/S6,  at  the  town  meeting  at  which  the  "Two 
Heroes"  were  organized,  the  town  voted  to  hire  a  minister  to  })reach 
for  the  inhabitants;  but  this  vote  was  rescinded  at  the  next  annual 
meeting,  and  no  minister  was  iiired  until  some  years  later.  In  1795 
the  societ)'  of  the  Congregational  church  was  organized,  embracing  in 
its  membership  residents  of  both  the  north  and  south  parts  of  the  island, 
and  was  known  as  the  Congregational  church  of  South  Hero.  The  first 
minister  was  Rev.  Asa  L)'on,  who  preached  without  compensation  for 
man)'  years,  being*  merely  the  minister  and  not  the  p.istor,  for  he  was 
never  ordained.  In  Grand  Isle  the  separate  society,  so  far  as  it  has 
ever  been  separated,  was  organized  in  this  town,  and  the  first  pastor 
was  Rev.,  O.  G.  Wheeler,  ordained  November  5,  I  840.  This  societ)-  is 
and  ever  has  been  in  association  and  conjunction  with  that  of  South 
Hero,  and  the  associated  name  still  remains  the  "  Congregational 
Church,  of  South  Hero  and  Grand  Isle."  The  brick  churcii  edifice  was 
commenced  in  1853  and  finished  the  next  )'ear,  at  a  cost  of  about  1^3,000. 
It' was  dedicated  in  September,  1854.  Mr.  Wheeler  remained  in  the 
pastoral  charge  of  this  society  for  many  years,  "and  until  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Harris.    In  the  chapter  devoted  to  the  history  of  South  Hero  the 
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reader  will  find  further  mention  of  the  church  societies  of  this  denom- 
ination in  both  towns,  and  also  a  reference  to  the  famous  o)'ster  suppers 
b\'  which  they  arc  in  part  supported.  The  Methodist  ]^pisc(^pal  Society 
of  Grand  Isle  had  its  origin  in  the  primiti\'c  meetings  held  as  early  as 
1802,  if  not  before  that  time,  and  w  hile  this  town  formed  part  of  a  cir- 
cuit that  included  the  entire  county  and  some  of  the  Canada  towns 
For  the  first  score  and  a  half  of  years  the  meetings  of  this  society  were 
held  in  school-houses,  dwellings,  barns,  groves,  and  in  fact  in  any  conven- 
ient place  in  which  a  considerable  number  could  be  accommodated,  but 
in  1832,  on  lands  leased  from  ])r.  IMelvin  l^arnes,  a  church  home  w  as  com- 
menced, and  finalh'  completed  in  1834.  1  he  CongrcgiUional  Society 
also  occupied  this  building  for  their  services  on  alternate  Sabbaths  until 
their  meeting-house  was  erected.  In  1 857  the  house  was  rebuilt  and 
remodeled.  It  was  occupied  b)-  the  tow  n  under  an  arrangement  with 
tlie  stewards  of  the  societ\'.  The  first  })a^tor  was  Rev.  William  Anson, 
who  was  succeeded  b\'  iJanicl  Ihomle)',  Samuel  Cochran,  John  Rob- 
ertson, David  Lewis,  Justus  lU'inglon,  and  others,  in  the  successive  or- 
der named,  all  of  wlujm  jircached  duiing  the  earl}-  ];eriod  of  the 
church's  existence. 

Over  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  of  Grand  Isle,  in  the  year  1 827, 
the  Friends'  meeting-house  was  built.  The  people  who  were  of  this 
denomination  or  sect  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  the  town,  and 
numbered  some  of  the  most  thrifty  families  of  the  island.  About  the 
year  1800  their  first  meeting-house  was  built,  of  logs,  which  gave  way  to 
the  more  substantial  lK>use  of  brick  erected  in  1827. 

In  the  town  is  also  a  mission  organization  or  society  called  St.  John's 
l^piscopal  church,  the  parish  of  which  includes  all  the  church  people  on 
the  island.  The  church  owes  its  existence  to  the  labors  and  generosity 
of  Rev. , Charles  r^ay,  of  Chicago,  III.,  who  maintained  a  summer  abode 
on  the  island  and  within  the  town  of  Grand  Isle. 

Grand  Isle  Representatives  in  Assembly. — Asa  Lyon,  18  10-14  i  Fnoch 
Allen,  1815-16;  Seth  Griffith,  18 17;  James  Hrown,  1818-22;  Joel 
Allen,  I  823  ;  Jedediah  I  lyde,  jr.,  1824;  Mehin  Barnes,  1825-26;  Sam- 
u<^l  Adams,  1827-31  ;  Henry  C.  Hoardman,  1832-33;  Samuel  Adams, 
1834-38;  Lewis  Ladd,  1839-40;  Jabez  Ladd,  1S41-42;  P>enjamin 
Griffith,  1843;  Guy  Reynolds,  I S44  ;  Samuel  Adams,  I S45  ;  Guy  Rey- 
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nolds,  1S46;  Abel  Brown,  1847-48;  Samuel  13.  Gordon,  1849;  Will- 
iam Brown,  1850;  Samuel  B.  Gordon,  185 1;  Wesson  Macomber^ 
1852-53;  William  Brown,  185.4-55;  William  Chamberlain,  1856;  R.  K. 
Griffith,  1857--58;  lldwin  Adams,  1859-60;  Henry  C.  Adams,  1861  ; 
John  A.  Chamberlain,  1862-63;  James  McGowan,  1864-65;  William 
C.Irish,  1866-67;  S.  P.  Gordon,  1868-69;  S.  G.  Macombcr,  1870; 
Wesson  Macomber,  2d,  1872;  Malhias  Lc  Fevre,  1874;  Wyman  W. 
Pearl,  1876;  William  C.  McGowan,  187S;  James  A.  Brown,  1880; 
Gcoroe  W.  II}'de,  18S2;  Juan  Robinson.  i8S^;  Solon  S.  Griswold, 
18S6;  \\'}-man  W.  Gordon,  1888;  lloralio  l')onaldson,  1890. 


ciiapti:r  XXXV. 

HISTORY  ()[■■  THK  TOWN  oV  ISLE  LA  MOTTE. 

THE  first  record  evidence  which  histor\'  furnishes  of  an  occupation  of 
the  little  Gem  of  the  Lake  called  Isle  La  Motte  is  that  by  which 
is  made  known  the  fact  that  the  PVench  commander,  CaptJiin  La  IMotlie, 
built,  upon  the  island  I'^ort  St.  Anne  in  1665.  Most  past  writers  have 
agreed  that  the  first  civili/ed  setdemcnt  within  the  state  of  X'ermont  wag 
that  made  at  Fort  Dummcr,  in  the  extreme  southeastern  part  of  the 
state,  in  the  year  j  724,  and  thcit  the  settlement  was  then  and  there  made 
under  the  behef  that  the  re^Mon  was  a  part  of  the  province  of  Massachu- 
setts. But  more  recent  investigators  have  disclosed  the  fact  that  within 
what  is  now  this  state  were  at  least  two  previous  settlements,  one  of 
of  which  w  as  that  m.ade  by  the  LVench  officer  on  the  island  of  which  we 
write.  And  it  is  believed  that  the  first  white  civilized  visitor  to  the 
island  was  Samuel  de  Champlain,  the  adventurous  I^^rench  navigator 
who  sailed  up  the  lake  during  the  year  1609  on  a  voyage  of  discovery 
in  the  then  ncv/  and  unknown  country.  There  is  nothing  tending  to  show 
that  Champlain  did  more  than  \  isit  the  isle  and  other  places  farther 
south,  but  he  paved  the  way  for  after  settlement  and  the  PVench  occu- 
pation and  possession,  which  was  finally  terminated  b}-  the  fortunes  of 
war  in  1763. 
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Hut  prior  to  the  overthrow  of  the  French  power  in  America  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  coiintr}'  or  nation  then  in  possession  c^f  the  region 
had  made  considerable  grants  of  what  we  call  towns,  which  were  by  the 
French  themselves  called  seigniories,  and  which  grants  included  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lands  l>'ing  on  both  sides  of  the  lake  and  also  the 
isl.mds  and  while  an  ancient  h^rench  maj)  discloses  the  names  of  the 
several  persons  to  whom  the  seigniories  were  granted,  and  the  extent  and 
boundaries  of  the  grants  as  well,  there  does  not  appear  an\'  e\  idence  to 
show  lliat  this  island  was  specificalU'  granted  other  than  lias  been  inferred 
that  it  was  a  part  of  the  i)osscssions  of  Captain  Fa  Mothe,  for  whom  the 
island  was  named,  though  b)'  common  consent  the  name  is  changed  and 
accei)ted  as  Fa  Motte.  But  it  cannot  beconic  important  for  this  chap- 
ter to  present  these  ancient  events  at  much  lengtli,  for  the  h^-ench  grants 
in  the  region  were  geneiall}'  set  aside  and  nullified  1))'  the  coiupiering 
power,  and  after  the  )  car  1763,  by  the  terms  of  the  treat)-,  were  ceded 
to  the  British  government  and  treated  thereafter,  and  until  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  western  boundary  of  \'ermont,  as  a  part  and  parcel  of 
the  province  of  New  \'ork.  lUit  if  the  reader  will  tui'n  to  the  early 
chapters  of  this  volume  the  fact  will  appear  that,  notwithst.mding  the 
claim  of  jurisdiction  made  by  Xcw  York,  the  authorities  of  the  separate 
jurisdiction,  the  so-c;illed  Xev/  Hampshire  Grants,  also  claimed  the  right 
of  authority  over  the  same  district  of  territory,  and  in  pursuance  of  that 
claim,  and  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  funds  whei  ewith  to  manage  their 
government  and  prosecute  the  war  then  in  progress  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, made  grants  of  towns  in  much  the  same  manner  as  did  Xew  Hamp- 
shire, one  of  wliich  Grants,  made  the  27th  of  October,  1779,  brought 
into  existence  the  town  of  Fsle  Fa  Motte. 

The  town  of  Isle  Fa  ]\Iotte  was  granted  under  and  in  pursuance  of  a 
petition  presented  to  the  Gox  ernor  and  Council  and  General  Assembly 
of  Vermont  by  ])enj<unin  Wait,  sheriff  of  the  count}'  of  Cumberland,  and 
others,  his  associates.  The  matter  was  first  presented  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  authorities  of  the  state  at  the  session  holden  at  ^Manchester, 
"on  tiie  26th  of  October,  1779,  and  at  that  time  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil recommended  to  the  Assembly  that  the}'  "proceed  as  soon  as  may 
be  and  grant  to  Major  ]3enjamin  Wait  and  liis  associates  \.\\q  Isle  of  Mott, 
agreeable  to  his  petition."     On  the  next  day,  th'e  27th,  the  Assembly 
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resolved  to  errant,  «ii"nong  other  towns,  one  to  "Major  l-5cnjaniin  Wait  and 
his  associates,  the  Isle  of  Mot t,  ac^recable  to  liis  petition."  The  proceed- 
ings of  tlic  state  autlioritics  disclose  nothing  bearing  upon  the  amount 
of  consideration  money  or  other  valuable  thing  or  service  paid  for  the 
grant  of  this  island,  but  the  records  do  show,  inferentially  at  least,  that 
there  was  an  interruption  of  the  proceedings  in  some  particular,  for  on 
the  iith  of  November,  1779,  the  Governor  and  Council  "resolved  to 
grant  to  Major  IJenjamin  Wait  and  ninety-four  others,  his  associates, 
8,000  acres  of  land  on  the  J sle  Mott  \\\  Lak'e  Champlain.  including  three 
public  rights,  l^eginning  at  the  south  end  therecjf  and  extending  so  far 
northward  as  to  contain  the  aforesaifl  quantity  of  8,000  acres."  And 
further  it  was  resoK'ed  "that  the  said  granr  be  made  out  on  condition 
that  the  projirietors  pa\'  to  the  committee  a})pointed  for  that  purpose 
on  or  before  the  lOth  day  of  January  next  ^^36  on  each  grantee's  right 
or  share." 

I'Vom  the  above  statement  it  must  be  inferred  that  the  authorities  of 
the  state  had  but  a  very  \aguc  and  indefinite  understanding  of  the 
area  of  the  island,  for  their  resolution  onl\'  contemplated  the  granting 
of  8.000  acres,  which  was  supi)Oscd  would  not  include  the  whole  of 
the  island,  as  their  measurement  provided  that  the  survey  should  com- 
mence at  the  south  end  and  run  far  enough  to  include  the  number  of 
acres  required.  It  is  c^uite  e\  idcnt,  too,  that  neither  the  {petitioners  nor  the 
gox'.ernmont  kncv.-  the  true  .area  of  the  inland  or  had  au)'  more  than  an 
approximate  understanding  of  its  size,  or  the}'  would  not  have  asked 
and  paid  for  8,000  acres  when  the  island  embraced  considerably  less 
than  that  number.  The  first  knowledge  of  reliable  character  which  the 
American  pioneers  had  of  the  existence  and  fertilit)'  of  Isle  La  ]\Iotte  was 
derived  during  the  period  of  the  early  I'^iench  wars,  and  also  duiing  the 
early  \'ears  of  the  Ixevoliition.  But  what  was  then  discovered  was  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  tViem  of  the  \'alue  and  fertility  of  the  lands  on  the  island, 
and  of  its  desirability'  as  a  possession.  Had  they  not  Icnown  this  it  is 
quite  doubtful  if  they  could  have  been  persuaded  into  the  j)ayment  of 
^36  per  right  for  ninet\'-five  shares,  amounting  to  ^3,420,  or,  its  present 
equivalent  in  our  mone}',  $17,100.  i^ut  then,  there  is  nothing  now  in  ex- 
istence to  show  that  the  consideiation  money  \vas  e\'er  in  fact  paid,  nor 
,  is  it  a  matter  of  much  consequence. 
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The  name  of  Isle  La  I\Iotte,  applied  by  the  Governor  and  Council  and 
General  Assembly  when  the  grant  was  made  in  1799,  was  maintained 
until  1802,  when  b\'  legislative  enactment,  approved  by  the  executi\'e 
the  30th  of  October,  the  name  was  changed  to  Yine\'ard.  Tliis  was  a 
very  appro[)riale  and  fitting  designation,  for  it  is  well  known  now  as  it 
undoubtedly  was  at  that  time  that  the  island  was  liighly  productive  of 
fruits  both  of  the  tree  and  of  the  v  im^  and  i)osscsscd,  moreox-er,  a  rich 
and  fertile  soil  for  the  growth  of  nearly  evcr\-  kind  of  staple  pi  oduct  of 
the  earth  in  this  latitude.  And  it  may  be  said  as  a  fact  indisputable 
that  Isle  La  Motte,  \^ine}'ard,  or  b)-  any  name  whatsoever  it  may  be 
called  conttiins  the  richest  soil  of  all  Wi  niont,  and  full)' ccjual  in  quality 
for  geneial  productiveness  to  any  in  the  New  ICngland  or  Middle- At- 
lantic states.  The  name  Vinex-ard  was  maintained  until  the  year  1S30, 
when  the  legislature,  upon  a  petition  therefor,  restored  the  ancient  ap- 
pelk'ition  of  Isle  L.a  Motte  less  the  final  c\ 

As  has  alread}'  been  stated  the  island  was  granted  a  town  in  the  year 
1779,  but  the  instrument  by  which  it  was  brought  into  existence  as  a 
town  provided,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  [period,  that  its  settlement  need 
not  be  made  until  the  circum-,tances  of  the  war  would  admit  of  occu- 
panc)'  with  safety  ;  but  when  the  war  was  ended  and  peace  once  more 
restored  the  proprietors  at  once  set  about  the  surve}'  and  division  of 
the  town  preparatory  to  {:)crmanent  settlement  by  themselves  or  their 
grantees.  The  surve)'  was  made  during  the  year  1785,  and  the  map 
or  plan  completed  antl  certified  in  January,  1786,  by  John  Clark,  sur- 
ve)-or.  The  first.settlement  on  the  island  under  Vermont  authority  was 
iTiade  by  William  l^lanchard,  one  of  the  grantees,  who  also  liad  served 
during  the  war  then  but  recently  ended.  lie  came  to  the  town  in  1788, 
and  lived  here  until  the  time  of  his  death.  About  the  same  time  there 
came  Enoch  Hall  and  his  two  sons,  Elihu  and  Nathaniel.  The  latter 
became  heads  of  families  and  left  numerous  descendants.  Also  there 
settled  here  at  about  the  same  time  or  soon  afterwards  l^^benezer  Hyde, 
Ichabod  E.  Eisk,  and  Abraham  Knapp,  all  worth)'  pioneers,  and  each 
of  whom  with  those  before  named  were  prominently  associated  with  the 
events  of  the  earl)'  history  of  the  town. 

In  1 79 1  Isle  La  Motte  was  found  to  have  sufficient  population  to  war- 
rant its  organization  and  the  election  of  its  own  town  officers  independ- 
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ent  of  the  proceedin^c^s  of  the  proprietors  under  their  charter  rii^hts.  On 
the  24th  of  Marcli  of  that  )'car  the  inhabitants  met  at  the  liouse  of  Na- 
thaniel Wales,  in  pursuance  of  the  customary  warninj^,  and  elected  offi- 
cers for  the  year  ensuin;.^,  as  follows:  Moderator,  Abraham  l\na})j.i;  {o^\^\^ 
clerk,  Abraham  Kna])p;  selectmen,  Ebene/er  Hyde,  ICnoch  Hall,  Na- 
thaniel Wales;  treasurer,  JCbenezer  Hyde;  constable,  W'illiam  Blanch- 
ard  ;  collector,  ICbenezer  H\'de  ;  lifters.  Nathaniel  Wales,  Enoch  Hall, 
William  l^lanchard  ;  errand  juror,  Ichabod  Hyde;  tithingmen,  Jose])h 
Kasc}',  Gardner  Wait.  In  September  followinL;  the  town  elected  Na- 
thaniel Wales  the  first  representative  to  the  General  Assembly.  Dur- 
ing this  same  \'ear  was  macle  the  first  census  enumeration.  The  count 
showed  Isle  La  Motle  to  possess  fort\'-seven  souls;  in  1800,  nine  years 
later,  the  j)()pulation  had  increased  to  135.  h'rom  this  time  there  was 
a  gradual  increase  shown'at  each  1^'ederal  census  until  the  maximum  was 
attained  in  1S60.  the  census  of  that  )'e<ir  giv'ing  the  town  a  population 
of  564.  l*Tom  that  to  the  i>resent  time  there  has  been  a  gradual  tlK)UL;h 
not  a  marked  decline  in  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

Among  the  early  settlers  were  a  number  who  had  seen  service  dui  ing 
the  Revolutionar\-  war,  and  whose  names  have  been  preser\ed  as  UA- 
lows:  Joseph  Williams,  who  was  wounded  at  the  memorable  Rrand}'- 
winc  battle,  William.  IVianchard,  Ezra  Pike,  Daniel  Bixb}-,  Gardner 
Wait,  Elisha  K.  Reynolds,  Nathaniel  Hall,  William  Wilscy,  Seth  Strong, 
John  k^idden,  Heniy  Scott,  and  Caleb  Hill.  Some  of  these  were  pio- 
neers of  the  town,  while  others  came  at  a  later  day. 

The  first  town  representative  was  Nathaniel  Wales  ;  first  town  clerk, 
Abraham  Knapp ;  first  minister,  Daniel  I^rumley  ;  first  birth,  Laura, 
daughter  of  William  Blanchard  ;  first  death,  child  of  Abraham  Knai)p  ; 
first  physician,  Luther  ]M\-mpton  ;  first  lawyers,  Seth  Emmons,  Solomon 
^Morgan,  and  Samuel  Holton. 

During  the  period  of  \-ears  that  followed  the  close  of  the  Revolution 
and  continued  down  to  the  termination  of  the  War  of  1S12-15  there  was 
not  much  inducement  to  attempt  settlement  in  the  region  of  Northern 
Vercnont,  for  after  the  close  of  the  first  war  the  ])ritish  troops  continued 
to  occupy  the  territory  south  of  the  agreed  line  of  possession,  and  exer- 
cised constant  and  often  tyranical  surveillance  over  the  persons  and 
property  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  localit)',  particularly  the  people  re- 
8.n 
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siJintr  ill  Alburgh  ;  and  as  Isle  La  IMotte  lay  close  to  and  opposite  the 
south  part  of  Alburi,di  the  inhabitants  here  were  not  entirely  exempted 
from  the  general  disturbances  of  tlic  region.  And  although  the  records 
furnish  no  instances  of  special  acts  of  liostilit\'  or  aggression  upon  the 
island  occasions  are  not  wanting  in  which  the  troops  and  marines  came 
to  the  town,  aiid  their  very  presence  had  the  effect  of  disturbing  the 
peace  of  the  little  communit\'.  lint  the  tr(-aty  of  amit}'  and  commerce 
made  with  the  l^ritish  government  b\'  John  Jay,  treating  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  resulted  in  the  witlulrawal  of  the  troops  and  K:fl  the 
country  free  to  occupanc)'  and  consequent  enjoyment.  In  the  years 
that  followed  the  growth  of  all  the  towns  was  more  rapid,  but  tlie  un- 
fortunate complications  in  which  the  governments  soon  again  became 
involved,  followed  by  the  adoption  of  the  embargo  laws  and  the  passage 
of  the  non-intercourse  acts,  liad  the  effect  of  unsettling  and  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  full  enjoynient  of  the.  privileges 
and  liberties  previously  accorded  them.  While  the  adoj)tion  and  en- 
forcement of  those  laws  was  considered  for  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try the  action  was  highly  injurious  to  tlie  people  of  this  locality.  And 
during  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  outbreak"  of  the  war,  although 
the  countries  were  nomin.dl)'  at  jK-acc,  there  was  such  a  feeling  existing 
along  the  border  that  the  people  could  see  the  inevitable  result,  and  it 
came  no  sooner  than  was  exi:)ected. 

During  the  period  of  the  War  of  1S12-15  the  towns-people  of  Isle  La 
Motte  \vere  almost,  a  unit  in  favoring  the  Anierican  side  of  the  struggle. 
Their  particular  locality  la\'  almost  within  the  main  channel  of  the  lake, 
and  the  constant  passing  and  repassing  of  armed  vessels  kept  them  in  a 
constant  state  of  excitement,  for  their  houses  and  property  were  com- 
pletely at  the  mercy  of  tlie  enemy  and  liable  to  invasion  at  any  time. 
The  local  militia  compan\-  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Caleb  Mill,  who 
died  on  August  16,  1814,  and  the  arms  and  accouterments  of  the  com- 
pany were  suflkient  for  eighteen  or  twent)'  men,  all  of  which  were  in 
charge  of  the  captain  and,  after  his  death,  of  the  family.  Early  in  Sep- 
tember of  that  year  the  l^ritish  came  to  the  island,  landed,  and  com- 
menced the  erection  of  fortifications,  and  at  the  same  time  kept  constant 
watch  over  the  actions  of  the  people.  In  the  night-time  Ira  Mill,  then  a 
3'oung  man  of  twenty-one  years,  carried  the  guns  and  ammunition  to 


To\vN  OF  Isi.E  La  Motte. 


659 


Grand  Isle  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I'^or 
service  during  the  war  Isle  La  Motte  \\'as  required  to  furnish  one  ser- 
geant and  six  privates.  The  persons  who  performed  the  dut)'  demanded 
were  these:  Oilin  I^lanchard  (sergeant),  Ira  Hill,  Ilarr}'  Wait,  Minard 
Hilliard,  Comad  Denio,  Lewis  Gordon,  and  Amos  Ilolcomb. 

The  loyalty  displayed  and  exhibited  by  the  people  of  Isle  La  Motte 
during  the  war  of  1861-65  was  equal  to  that  of  any  of  the  county's 
towns,  but  as  the  smallest  juristliction  in  the  county  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  town  \\'Oidd  furnish  as  many  trooi)s  for  the  service*  as  the 
more  jiopulous  communities.  Ne\erthelcss  during  the  course  of  the 
war  the  town  furnished  sevcnt\'-three  men  for  the  service,  all  but  four 
being  volunteers,  and  of  whom  eighteen  men  never  c;'.me  back  to  the 
town.  Of  the  whole  nundjer,  which  was  neail)'  one  and  one-half  per 
cent,  of  the  island's  j)opulatiuu  at  the  time,  there  wei-e  five  commissioned 
officers,  a  surgeon,  two  captains,  two  lieutenants,  ten  sergeants,  and  three 
corporals. 

As  the  reader  must  hax'c  learned  from  what  has  alread)'  been  stated 
on  the  ]:)receding  pages  of  this  chai)t(.-r  Isle  La  IMotte  is  and  fur  many 
years  has  been  famous  for  its  production  of  fruit,  grain,  and  vegetables, 
but  the  town  is  also  noted  for  its  marble  quarries  and  their  products. 
And  although  the  marble  cjuarried  on  the  island  is  not  as  valuable  as 
some  varieties  produced  in  other  parts  of  the  state  it  is  nevertheless  in 
constant  demand  for  inteiior  decoration,  and  is  otherwise  extensively 
used  for  general  purposes.  The  court-house  of  Grand  Isle  county  at 
North  Hero  is  built  with  Isle  La  Motte  marble,  as  also  is  a  large  Catli- 
olic  church  known  as  the  cathedral  at  Burlington,  and  other  public  and 
private  buildings  in  other  localities.  At  what  exact  date  marble  was 
first  cjuarried  on  the  island  would  be  difficult  to  determine. 

It  aj^pears  from  the  records  of  the  state  that  the  products  of  marble 
quarries  in  Canada  were  at  an  early  day  brought  into  this  countr\-,  much 
to  the  annoyance  and  disturbance  of  that  branch  of  trade  in  this  locality, 
and  to  such  an  extent  that  Charles  Carron,  jr.,  representative  from  Isle 
La  Motte  in  1832,  introduced  a  resolution  by  which  the  legislature  was 
requested  to  ask  the  senators  and  representatives  of  the  state  in  Con- 
gress "to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  which  shall  effectualK-  protect 
our  citizens  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  marble  from  foreign  compe- 
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tilion."  Of  the  Isle  La  iMotle  marble  there  are  several  varieties,  each  of 
which  is  susceptible  of  hij^h  polish. 

The  town  of  Isle  La  Motte  has  but  one  settletl  villac^e  or  hauilct,  called 
by  the  same  post  name  as  the  town  itself  The  villa^^e  proper  has  about 
twenty  dwellings  and  perhaps  an  hundred  population,  with  the  customary 
stores,  postofiicc,  and  shops;  and  it  has  the  only  church  of  the  town,  the 
Methodist  l^piscopal,  and  a  Masonic  hall.  The  society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  here  had  its  organization  during  the  early  years  of  the 
century,  but  the  first  church  building  was  not  erected  until  1831.  It 
was  built  of  native  stone  and  wood.  The  wooden  portion  was  deslro\'ed 
b\-  fire  in  iS-}7,  and  the  church  was  substantially  rebuilt  during  the' same 
year. 

Town  Rcprcsoitativcs. — Nathaniel  Wales,  1791-93;  \\  iHiam  I  tlc}', 
1794;  none  in  1795;  W-illiam  Goodrich,  179^) -97;  I^aniel  }^)<(ker,  1798; 
none  in  1799;  l^auiel  Hakcr,  iSoo;  Truman  Clark,  1801  ;  Samuel  Fisk, 
1S02  ;  Setli  I'^.nimons,  f  803-04  ;  John  Ijorden,  1805-10;  William  Wait, 
1811-12;  Caleb  Hill,  1813;  Charles  Carron,  I  8  1 4 ;  William  Wait,  1  8  I  5  ; 
Jesse  A.  Clark,  18  16-17;  Truman  Clark,  1818-20;  William  W.iil,  1821  ; 
none  in  1822;  Charles  Carron,  1S23-24;  William  Wait,  1825;  ]'>.ra 
Pike,  jr.,  1826-27  ;  Ira  1  lill,  1 828  ;  Harvey  Mill.  1  829-30  ;  Charles  Car- 
ron. 1831-32;  Reuben  Tike,  1S33-34;  Minus  Mcl\.oberts,  1835;  Will- 
iam Dawson,  1S36-37;  Enoch  Hall,  1838-39;  Martin  Rt.-ynolds,  1840- 
41  ;  Ephraim  A.  Holconib,  1842-43;  Elihu  llolcomb,  1844-45  ;  Hiram 
Hall,  1S46;  Simeon  Cooper.  1847-4S;  Dyer  Hill,  1849-50;  Peter 
Fleure)',  1851;  Doras  V.  Goodscll,  1 852  ;  Carmi  Hall,  1853;  Henry 
Pike,  1S54;  Julius  P'isk,  1855-57;  P<-t.er  h^leure}',  1856;  ICzra  Eleure)-, 
1S58;  Doras  V.  Goodsell.  1859;  N.  S.  Hill,  1 860;  Mclvin  J.  Hyde,  1861- 
62;  S.  H.  Pike.  1863-64;  P:.  R.  Goodsell.  1865-66;  Hiram  C.  Fisk, 
1867-68;  Henrx'  H.  Goodsell,  1869-71  ;  Ransom  Plall,  1872-63;  Na- 
than G.  Hill,  1S74-75  ;  Praman  IC.  Longfield,  xZ'jG-'j'/  \  John  D.  Bow- 
man, 1878-79;  James  Hurst.  1880-S1;  Nelson  W.  Fisk,  1882-85;  Ja- 
red  P.  Hall,  1886-87;  Edgar  S.  Fleury,  1S8S-91. 
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OlvTH  IIICRO.  sliirc  town  of  Grand  Isle  coun*)-,  is  an  island  town 


of  6,272  acres,  lyin<j  in  the  nordiern  part  of  Lake  Cliamplain,  in 
latitude  44^^  50'  and  longitude  3^  40'.  It  is  separated  from  Alburgh 
on  the  north  and  Grand  Isle  on  the.  south  by  channels  nearly  half  a  mile 
in  width;  it  is  six  miles  west  of  St.  Albans  and  twenty- fix-e  miles  from 
Burlington.  Although  nearly  fourteen  miles  in  extreme  length  the 
greatest  width  is  but  little  more  than  a  mile,  and  in  several  places  con- 
siderabl)'  less.  The  narrowest  part  is  near  the  center  of  the  island, 
where  it  is  but  a  few  rods  in  w  idth,  and  is  known  as  the  "carr^'ing- 
j)lace,"  boats  being  sometimes  carried  across  at  this  point  in  order  to 
save  a  longer  voy.ige..  Government  officials  have  sometimes  been  foiled 
in  their  attempts  lo  cajUure  boat- loads  of  smuggled  goods  by  their  be- 
ing carried  across  this  *'  nai  row,"  while  the  larger  vessel  in  pursuit  must 
go  around  the  island.  lUitler's  Island,  Knight's  Island,  and  two  or  three 
smaller  islands  of  less  im[)Oi  lance  also  belong  to  this  town. 

During  the  period  of  I""rench  dominion  in  America  the  whole  of  the 
territory  now  embraced  within  the  town  of  North  Hero,  as  well  as 
Grand  Isle  and  South  Hero,  was  granted  by  the  king  of  France,  under 
the  name  of  la  Grande  Isle,  to  one  Monsieur  Contrecouer,  which  grant 
was  known  to  the  k  rench  as  a  seignior\'  and  not  as  a  t<')wn  ;  but  the  re- 
sult of  the  last  French  and  English  war,  which  was  finally  terminated 
by  the  treaty  of  1763,  brought  this  region  under  the  control  of  the 
British  government,  and  the  grant  was  thereafter  treated  as  a  nullity. 

The  be«uit\"  and  fertility  of  these  islands,  especially  Isle  Lojiiinc  as 
called  by  the  French,  for  some  time  attracted  the  attention  of  private 
individuals  who  desired  to  obtain  grants  of  land  from  the  governor  and 
legislature  of  Vermont.  Among  the  petitions  presented  was  the  follow- 
ing unique  specimen  : 

"  To  the  Hon'le  the  Gincral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Varmount  Now 
Setting  at  Benninton  in  the  county  of  Henninton  by  adjorment  on  the 
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Second  tluirsday  of  febuary  Instant — the  Petition  of  Elnathan  Ives  and 
Con'l  Stretc  Hall  of  Wallingford  in  Corncttccut  and  otlicrs — Humbly 
Sluieth  tliat  W'haras  there  is  a  Large  tract  of  Land  the  just  Property  of 
this  state  in  Pcrticklcr  there  is  in  this  slate  two  lar^e  Hands  \y\n<^  in  the 
Lake  Champlain  betuine  Croun  pint  &  Cannady  South  line  where  it 
crosis  the  Lake  Champlain,  the  fust  grate  South  Islan  is  Knone  by  the 
Name  of  Grand  Island  lyinc^  in  the  lake  nere  the  mouth  of  Onion  River 
and  About  aGinst  Scodoqua  or  La  Moile  rivers  mouth  s'd  river  comes 
Down  Nere  fairfix — the  next  Grate  Islon  North  which  all  most  Gincs 
the  a  bove  s'd  Hon  Which  is  Knone  or  Called  by  the  Name  long  Han — 
the  above  s'd  Grand  Hon  and  long  Han  containing  A  bout  a  nof  for  two 
toun  Ships.  \Vc  ycour  Ilonnors  Pertisnors  Prey  in  behalf  of  our  Selves 
and  others  that  the  two  a  bove  s'd  Hans  be  granted  to  us  and  a  Sutible 
Number  of  Scttleers  with  all  the  Good  Ragalation  toun  ships  as  Your  Ilon- 
nors shall  See  fitein  \'our  Cirate  W  isdom — asyeour  Honners  I'ei  tishners 
Shall  ever  Pray. 

"  Dattcd  at  Hcnnaton  fabur\'  \  e  ii  A  D  1779. 

"  Llnai  iian  Ives, 
"Con'e  S'j~ki:eti-:  Hall." 

All  of  what  is 'now  Grand  Isle  county,  except  Albrugh  and  Isle  La 
Motte,  was  included  in  the  original  charter  by  Governor  Thomas  Chit- 
tenden of  \'ermont  to  Ethan  Allen,  Samuel  Herrick,  and  363  others, 
dated  October  by  the  name  of  the  Two  Heroes,  from  ICthan 

and  Ira  Allen.  This  island  was  set  off  as  a  separate  town  October  21, 
1788,  and  name^l  North  Hero. 

Enos  Wood  came  from  St.  Albans  in  March  of  17S3,  in  compan}' 
with  Ebenezer  Allen  and  Alexander  Gordon,  and  located  his  claim  upon 
the  south  end  of  the  island  upon  a  lot  afterwards  owned  by  John  Knight 
and  subsequently  by  his  son,  Gu}-  Knight.  Allen  and  Gordon  located 
upon  South  Island.  The  three  men  brought  their  families  and  settled 
upon  their  claims  August  25th  of  the  same  year.  W^ood  and  his  family 
were  for  a  time  the  only  residents  on  the  island.  The  wife  of  Enos 
W'ood  was  Asenath  Hazen-,  whom  he  married  in  17S2.  Mrs.  Wood 
claimed  the  honor  of  being  the  first  white  woman  who  had  stepped  upon 
this  beautiful  island  shore.  Solomon  Wood,  who  was  a  cousin  of  Imios, 
»  came  soon  after,  and  the  two  families  were  the  only  residents  of  the 
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town  until  tlie  following  spring,  when  a  few  otlier  families  came  to  clicer 
their  isolated,  wilderness  hon^e. 

These  early  settlers  were  people  of  energy  and  ])erseverancc,  were 
alwa)'s  ready  to  do  and  dare,  and  were  always  firm,  reliant,  and  trust- 
ful. The  discouragements  they  met,  the  toils  they  endured,  and  the 
privations  they  suffered  fitted  them  for  the  keen  enjo\'ment  of  every 
success,  and  made  them  self-reliant  in  times  of  adversit)'.  Their  primi- 
tive dwellings  were  like  those  in  many  other  sections  of  the  countr)-:  log 
structuies  roofed  witli  bark,  an  opening  for  exit  and  entrance,  with 
smaller  holes  for  the  admission  of  light, — no  floor  save  the  ground,  but 
blessed  b\'  that  endearing  litle,  liome.  These  were  approachable  from 
the  outer  world  onl\'  b}'  cumbrous  raft,  the  rude  canoe,  or  the  ancient 
"dug-out"  constructed  from  the  trunk  of  some  forest  monarch.  Lim- 
ited supplies  of  game,  so  easily  obtainable,  or  some  laid-away  article 
of  food — as  on  one  occasion  finding  about  a  pint  of  wheat  which  was 
boiled  for  temporar\'  relief  of  a  hungering  famil\' — carried  the  earl)'  ^set- 
tlers  through  seasons  of  scarcity  and  want.  All  learned  and  carried'into 
practice  those  deeds  of  kindness  and  hospitalit)'  which  characterized 
their  li\'es,  and  which,  tiansmitted  to  their  posterit)',  continue  to  be  dis- 
tinguishing traits  in  these  island  homes.  For  several  }'ears  subsequent 
to  the  treaty  which  terminated  the  l^evolutionary  war  the  J^ritish  held 
possession  of  a  blocl:  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  island,  at  IMock- 
Ilouse  Point,  then  called  Dutchman's  Point.  The  commandant  was  one 
Sergeant  Howard,  a  man  of  man\'  good  qualities,  who  freciuentiy  re- 
lieved extreme  necessities  of  the  islanders  b}'  judicious  distribution  of 
his  supplies. 

To  go  to  mill  in  those  early  tinies  implied  a  journc}'  to  Whitehall,  a 
distance  of  nearly  ninet}'  miles,  and  a  lack  of  water-power  precluded  the 
erection  of  a  mill  upon  the  island  until  1 797,  when  a  wind-mill  was 
erected  and  operated  for  a  few  years  with  partial  success.  In  this  little 
isolated  community  first  events  were  of  noticeable  importance, 

Adin  Wood,  son  of  Enos  and  Asenath  Wood,  was  the  first  child  born 
in  town,  November  4,  1785.  The  second  was  Dame  Knight,  daughter 
of  John  Knight,  November  27,  17S6.  The  marriage  of  John  Ih'onson 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  l^ates,  Januar}-  27,  1787.  was  the  first  placed  on  record. 

The  town  was  organized  and  the  first  town  meeting  held  March  17, 
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1789,  at  the  dwollinc,'^  of  l^eiijamin  Butler.  Nathan  Hazen  was  chosen 
moderator;  Nathan  llutchins,  jr.,  town  clerk;  Nathan  llazen,  Jolm 
Knii^dit,  and  John  l>ronson,  selectmen ;  Solomon  Wood,  l^enjamin  Butler, 
and  Asahcl  Trumbull,  listers  ;  luios  Wood,  constal)le  ;  John  ^fariin,  town 
collector;  Nathan  Hutcliins,  jr.,  and  l^phraim  Sawyer,  fence  viewers  ; 
Nathan  Ilutchins,  Jacob  Hall,  and  Jabez  Bronson,  surveyors  of  high- 
ways. Nath  in  Hutchins,  jr.,  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace,  and  also 
the  first  town  represent. iti\  c,  elected  in  1791.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Enos  Wood  as  representative  in  1792.  Nathan  Hutchins  and  Nathan 
Ilutchins,  jr.,  each  represented  the  town  several  succeedinc;  years. 
Nathan  was  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  lie  died  in  Sej^tember, 
181  I,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  Nathan,  jr.,  was  a  man  of  firm  decision, 
marked  inte<^rity  of  character,  and  a  tried  and  trusted  public  oflicer. 
He  died  in  l^V-bruary,  1 839,  in  his  eipjity-fourth  \  ear. 

Joseph  llazen  settled  in  1788,  reared  a  lar;.ie  famil\',  several  of  v/lujm 
remained  in  town,  and  were  useful  and  influential  citizens.  Of  these 
Daniel  and  Solomon  died  at  the  aire  of  seventv-nine  and  Uriah  at 
eight)'-three.  Another  prominent  early  settler  was  Jedediah  P.  Ladd, 
born  at  h^r.mklin,  Conn.,  in  1766,  settled  in  this  town  in  1789,  held 
various  official  })ositions,  kept  the  first  store  and  hotel,  and  was  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs  for  many  years,  lie  died  at  the  a^e  of  sevent}'- nine. 
'I  he  loinqevity  of  these  and  other  early  settle:  s  of  the  town  is  noticeable. 
People  of  fine  ph\'sique,  stron<.;  constitutions,  and  well  developed  minds, 
the}'  lived  useful  lives  and  transmitted  to  their  j^osterity  what  they  at- 
taitied  throug^h  discouraL;ements  and  self-sacrifice. 

'I1ie  growth  of  the  settlement  was  comparatively  slow.  At  the  enu- 
meration of  1791  there  were  onl\'  125  residents  in  tlie  town.  Oliver 
Russell,  Elisha  Jlibbard,  and  John  Dodd  came  soon  after,  and  a  few 
succeeding  years  witnessed  a  greater  increase  in  population,  which  in 
I  8  10  had  reached  5  52.  The  number  of  people  by  the  census  of  1850 
had  become  730,  since  which  time  there  has  been  a  slight  decrease. 
The  value  of  land  a  )'ear  after  the  organization  of  the  town  may  be  in- 
ferred from  the  following  transaction  at  the  town  meeting  held  March 
16,  1790  : 

"Voted  to  give  John  Knight  and  Nathan  Hazen  two  dollars  for  half 
an  acre  of  land  for  a  burying-ground."    This  purchase  constituted  the 


665 


first  cemetery  in  the  town.  Tlic  price  of  land  was  materially  increased 
soon  after  the  organization  of  Grand  Isle  county,  November  9,  1 802, 
and  an  act  of  the  lecnslature  in  1803,  by  wliich  North  Hero  became  the 
shire  town  of  tlie  count}'. 

At  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  but  little  provisi(Mi  was  made  for 
the  construction  of  suitable  hiqhwa)'s.  At  a  tow  n  meeting  held  March 
27,  1792,  John  ^Fartin,  l>enjamin  l^utlor.  and  Nathan  lluichins,  jr.,  were 
chosen  as  a  committee  to  solicit  subscriptions  to  defray  the  expense  of 
cutting  a  canal  through  the  carr)  ing-[)lace  for  the  ]~)assage  of  boats. 
Although  this  project  proved  a  failure  the  atlemj)t  awakened  an  enthu- 
siasm for  the  imjjrovement  of  highwax's  in  whicli  the  people  of  the  tow  n 
have  been  signalK'  successful.  The  year  i  8.|8  was  cspeciall)'  notable  for 
changes  made  in  the  roads  of  the  town,  by  the  abandonment  of  some  of 
those  earlier  establislied,  and  tlie  laying  out  ami  impri;vement  of  new 
and  more  direct  routes,  es})ccially  that  leatling  fiom  the  south  end  of 
the  island  to  *'  North  Island  City."  This  new  road  became  moi  e  pai  tic- 
ularly  convenient  after  the  construction  of  tlie  Sand  Har  bridge,  Avhich 
connects  the  South  Island  with  the  town  of  Milton.  'Jliis  bridge  w:is 
completed  and  oj)ened  for  travel  in  I  850.  Gravel  from  the  shore  of  the 
lake  has  been  annually  applied  to  these  roads  until  they  have  nearly 
reached  perfection.  A  bridge.for  connecting  North  llero  with  Alburgh 
was  a  long-felt  want.  A  few  opposed  the  construction  of  such  a  work, 
maiid}'  on  account  of  the  cost.  The  discussions  concerning  the  bridge 
began  to  assume  a  more  definite  purpose  and  form  at  a  special  meeting 
held  September  27,'  1884,  by  the  adoj^tion  of  the  following: 

"Voted,  to  instruct  Giles  II.  Ilawrican,  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  state  of  V^ermont,  to  nsk  for  an  a{)propriation  from  the 
state  to  build  a  bridge  between  the  towns  of  Alburgh  and  North  Hero. 

Voted,  to  instruct  our  town  representative  to  ask  the  lesislature 
the  right  to  bond  the  town  of  North  Hero  in  aid  of  building  said 
bridges." 

Mr.  Ilawrican  was  successful  in  obtaining  aid  from  the  state,  in  com- 
pliance with  these  requests,  and  Warren  Clark  and  D.  1^.  Town  as  select- 
men called  a  meeting  for  December  13,  of  the  same  )'car,  at  which  time 
Giles  H.  Ilawrican,  R.  R.  Hathaway,  and  David  Dodds  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  act  with  the  selectmen  in  obtaining  estimates,  plans,  and 
specifications  for  the  work. 
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F.  J.  Hazen,  D.  B.  Town,  and  Charles  B.  Russell  were  elected  select- 
men I\Iarch  3,  KS85,  and  two  days  later  ihey  were  petitioned  by  G.  II. 
Hawrican,  Spellman  Hazen,  Winchester  Hazen,  Jabcz  Hazen,  F.  F. 
Little,  R.  R.  Hathaway,  and  Fdoarton  G.  Hazen  to  call  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  town  to  tal:e  further  action  upon  the-  niiitter  in  compliance 
with  the  acts  of  the  le<;islature.  A  mectin^^-  was  called  for  March  19,  at 
which  time  it  was  decided  to  bond  the  town  in  the  sum  of  $  1 6,000  bonds 
bearin^ir  five  per  cent,  interest  annuall)-,  and  1,000  pa\'ablc  on  the  first 
day  of  AjDril,  1JS90,  and  a  like  sum  payable  Api  il  1st  of  each  succeedin^^ 
year  until  the  whole  should  be  paid.  The  contract  for  building  the 
bridge  was  let  May  12.  1.8S5.  to  R.  l\  Hawkins,  of  SpriuL^field,  Mass., 
for  the  sum  of  $45,300.  This  sum,  increased  b)-  contingent  expenses  and 
the  cost  of  enginee.ing,  amounted  to  $47,500,  one-half  of  which  was  paid 
by  the  state.  The  North  Hero  bonds,  and  what  was  contributed  by 
other  towns  and  indi\idual  subscriptions,  constituted  the  remaining  half 
of  the  ex[jensc.  The  structure  consists  of  four  fixed  spans  of  iron  bridge, 
one  draw  span  giving  two  passages  for  boats,  and  several  rods  of  *'  fill- 
ing "  as  approaches.  The  whole  was  completed  and  opened  for  tidx'el 
on  Thursday,  October  28,  1 886.  The  plan  of  construction  called  for  475 
linear  feet  of  stone  api>roach  on  the  east  side,  350  feet  of  the  same  upon 
the  west  side,  850  linear  feet  of  iron  bridge,  with  a  draw  span  of  196 
feet.,  supported  on  piers  of  cut  stone  masonry  built  upon  large  cribs. 
The  building  of  these  cribs  consumed  ()ver  2,000,000  feet  of  timber, 
12  X  12  and  30  to  48  feet  in  length.  The  largest  crib  is  37  feet  high 
30  feet  wide,  and  50  feet  long,  firmly  fastened  with  cross  timbers  every 
six  feet.    The  cribs  are  filled  with  9,000  yards  of  Isle  La  Motte  stone. 

The  celebration  upon  the  opening  day  was  a  time  of  rejoicing.  For 
a  century  the  channel  had  been  crossed  with  inconvenience  and  fre- 
quently with  danger,  and  now  that  it  was  securely  spanned  North  Hero 
met  her  proudest  da)'.  Governor  Ormsbee  and  the  other  state  officials 
with  ladies  were  present  on  the  occasion.  The  legislature  came  r;/ 
i/iassc.  All  the  heroes  were  there.  So  were  their  friends  and  relations. 
The  place  was  at  the  bridge,  and  the  weather  was  fine.  Giles  H.  Haw- 
rican, as  master  of  ceremonies,  introduced  Hon.  Jed  P.  Ladd,  who  spoke 
in  fitting  words  of  welcome.  State  officials  and  others  followed,  one 
after  another,  with  congratulations  and  good  wishes.     All  rejoiced  and, 
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rejoicing,  luiiigcred.  David  Dockl's  ox  was  expected  to  be  lliere,  but 
tlicre  were  no  facilities  for  the  roasting.  The  gooLl  hidics  of  North  Hero 
were  tlicre  prepared.  They  fed  the  multitude  and  liad  provisions  left. 
So  closed  October  28.  1  886. 

March  4,  1793,  Nathan  llutchin^,  jr.,  John  Martin,  Elijah  Knowlton, 
and  Enos  Wood  were  chosen  to  divide  the  town  into  school  districts. 
The  first  school  was  taui;lu  in  John  Kni^du's  barn  by  Lois  Ilazen.  A 
frame  buildiujr  was  erected  for  school  j^urposes  about  1803.  There  arc 
four  districts  in  the  town,  each  havin^^  a  good  school-house,  in  which 
there  has  generally  been  maintained  a  successful  school.  'Jlu  y  are 
known  as  the  North  I'nd,  South  ICnd,  Jerusalem,  and.  Cil)'  Schools. 
The  islands  cast  of  the  mriin  isl.ind  at  one  time  constituted  a  school  dis- 
trict, but  they  were  sub.sequcnth'  annexed  to  the  other  districts.  The 
town  has  a  school  lot,  the  rent  of  which  is  apportioned,  with  other 
nione)'s,  among  the  several  districts.  The  teacliers  employed  during  a 
part  or  all  of  the  )-car  iSoo  were  Amelia  Mclh-ide,  Carrie  'J'own,  Win- 
nie Dodds,  Viola  Robinson,  J oel  /Mien,  Berlha  A.  Ilazen,  b^mma  ])odds, 
Josie  Lewis,  and  James  Tassic. 

IJtica  slate,  with  some  modifications,  constitutes  mainly  the  geologi- 
cal formation  of  the  island.  Tiie  s^il  consists  of  clay  and  loam,  and 
produces  good  crojis  of  grass,  corn,  oats,  beans,  buckwheat,  potatoes, 
and  onions.     All  the  hardier  varities  of  fruits  arc  successfully  grown. 

The  majorit}'  of  the  i)CO{)le  are  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  fine  horses  reared  at  the  stock  farm  of  Iv.  C.  Hlanchard.  tiie  well- 
tiL'ed  farms  of  Matthew  Dodds  and  man\'  others,  the  h-uit  cultix  .ited  by 
U.  H.  Hazen  and  V.  J.  Uazen,  and  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of  I  Laynes 
l^rothers,  as  well  as  the  general  interest  in  farming,  show  that  the  people 
are  fully  up  with  the  times  in  this  leading  occupation.  "  Island  City," 
situated  on  the  east  shore  of  the  island,  and  fronting  a  picture  of  nature's 
rarest  beauty,  has  been  the  business  part  of  the  town  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  Grand  Isle  count\'.  I  lere  Jedediah  P.  Ladd  built  a  hotel  in  1803. 
For  more  than  twenty  }-ears  it  supi)lied  a  room  for  courts  and  was  the 
onl\'  j.iil.  At  this  place  was  established  the  printing  office  from  \\  hich,  in 
1S33.  was  issued  a  semi -religious  sheet  called  the  Tlit  ological  Repository. 
The  court-house  was  erected  in  1825,  and  within  its  walls  are  embraced 
the  court  room,  clerk's  oince,  jailer's  residence,  debtor's-room,  and  dun- 
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geon.  R.  R.  Jlathaway  and  Jolin  Tudhopc  canyon  business  in  general 
merchandise.  11.  C.  Ladd  brings  mail  from  north  and  south.  Here  is  the 
town  house  with  church  above.  The  **  cit)' "  school-house  stands  con- 
veniently near.     There  are  also  one  or  two  shops  and  several  dwellings. 

The  first  circuit  minister  sent  to  this  town  was  in  i8o2.  Meetings 
were  frequently  held  in  such  buildings  as  could  be  obtained  for  that 
purpose,  among  which  was  the  public  house  of  Jedediah  P.  Ladd.  When 
the  court-house  was  built  in  1825  the  town  contributed  $500  for  the 
privilege  of  using  the  court-room  for  church  services.  At  the  earl}' 
settlement  of  the  town  there  were  two  lots  of  land  set  apart  for  gospel 
purposes.  One  was  k-nown  as  the  minister's  lot  and  the  other  as  the 
ministerial  lot.  The  first  was  to  become  the  jiroj^jcrt)'  of  the  first  set- 
tled minister,  and  the  rent  of  the  other  to  be  api)lied  to  the  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  Protestant  ministers.  About  1860  Ivev.  A.  I'^iton,  who 
claim^'d  to  be  an  I ndcjjendent  Alethodisl,  settled  in  town  and  laid  claim 
to  the  minister's  lot.  Xox'ember  18,  1862,  there  was  a  Congregational 
church  organized  in  town,  and  Rev.  Stephen  J  I.  Williams  was  installed 
and  settled  as  pastor  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  church  and  societ)'. 
Mr.  Williams  became  the  legal  owner  of  the  lot,  w  hich  he  sold  after  a  few^ 
)'ears  and  removed  from  town.  June  3,  1865,  the  legal  voters  of  the 
t(.)wn  agreed  to  relinquish  all  right  and  title  to  the  use  of  the  court- 
liouse,  foi'  town  and  church  purposes,  in  consideration  of  a  grant  of  land 
"on  the  south  front  of  the  court-house  square,"  upon  which  to  erect  a 
town-house  and  church.  P^ebruary  28,  1866,  there  was  an  association 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  church  over  the  room  to  be  used 
for  town  and  school  purposes.  This  was  to  be  a  union  church,  and  free 
for  an\'  I'rotestant  Christian  society  to  hold  meetings  therein.  T]\c 
following  persons  became  members  of  the  association,  and  also  contribu- 
tors to  the  enterprise:  John  Dodds,  Joel  Allen,  Charles  B.  Russell, 
James  Dodds,  K.  C.  Allen,  Charles  H)'de,  Abner  Ladd,  I-^red  Parks. 
James  Mcl^ride,  Jerome  Hutchins,  A'.  K.  Plibbard,  l)a\'id  iJodds,  Asahel 
Allen,  Mrs.  K.  Haynes,  John  Knight,  ]\lrs.  Guy  Knight,  Augustus 
Knight,  Uriah  Hazcn,  Giles  H.  Hawrican,  Heman  W.  Allen,  and  R.  C. 
Jilanchard.  Joel  Allen  was  chosen  president  of  the  association  ;  Charles 
B.  Russell,  treasurer;  John  Dodds,  Joel  Allen,  and  Charles  B.  Russell, 
building  committee.    The  building  was  erected  in  1S66,  and  the  lower 
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part  or  town-house  was  used  for  religious  meetings  until  1S72,  when  the 
inner  part  of  the  church  was  finished,  and  since  used  mainly  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  clunch  and  society.  Probabl}'  the  deepest  and 
most  thorough  religious  awalcening  which  this  church  has  had  was  un- 
der the  Rev.  \V.  11.  }l\'dc,  in  the  f.iU  of  1890,  when  about  fifty  persons 
professed  conversion. 

The  people  of  North  Hero  have  alwa)'s  been  true  and  loyal  to  their 
country.  Joseph  Ilazen  as  captain  led  a  volunteer  comi)an)^  horn  this 
town  to  iKirticij)ate  in  the  battle  of  Platlsburi;!),  September  11,  1814. 
The  greatest  excitement  j^revailed  among  those  who  remained  upon  the 
island,  as  the)'  resorted  to  the  south  part  of  the  town  to  witness  the 
action  of  the  l^ritish  fleet  as  it  passed  up  the  lake  to  the  attack.  A 
brief  extract  from  the  town  records  of  December  14,  1863,  will  suffice 
to  show  the  attitude  of  her  townsmen  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  : 

/\fso/:i\/,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Xoith  ller(;  be,  and 
they  are,  hereby  authorized  to  pay  a  bount\',  not  exceeding  $300,  to 
each  volunteer  who  shall  be  nuistered  into  the  United  States  scr\  ice 
before  January  6,  1S64,  and  ai)plied  on  the  quota  of  this  town,  to  be 
raised  under  the  last  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  .States  for  vol- 
unteers. 

" /vV.ff'/T'^v/,  that  a  tax  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  cents  on  the 
dollar  of  the  Grand  List  of  this  town  is  hereby  assessed  to  be  collected 
and  paid  into  the  town  treasury  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  on  or  before 
the  fu  st  day  of  Februar)',  1864." 

To7i'j/  C/crks. — The  town  clerics  of  this  town  have  held  office  as  follows  : 
Nathan  Hutchins,  i;Q9-i82S;  Joel  Allen,  1828-46;  William  li.  Rus- 
sell, 1S46-47;  John  \V.  ]^rown,  1848;  Abner  Ladd,  1849-50;  Jed  V. 
Ladd,  1851-55  ;  Fred  Parks,  1855  ;  Ransom  L.  Clark,  1856-57;  Charles 
B.  Russell,  1858-65;  H.  C.  ^looncy,  1865;  Charles  H3'de,  1866-71; 
J.  M.  Ilawrican,  1871-76;  Charles  ]].  Russell,  1876-87;  John  Tud- 
hope,  1887-91. 

RcprcstJifatii'cs. — The  following  are  the  names  of  persons  wlio  repre- 
sented this  town  in  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  the  \'ears  affixed  to  their 
names:  1791,  Nathan  Hutchins,  jr.,  and  at  other  times  for  six  or  seven 
years;  1 792,  h'nos  Wood  ;  1 801-02, Stephen  Kinsley ;  Nathan  I Jutchins, 
about  nine  }-ears;  for  several  }'ears  no  record  I's  obtainable;  1833,  Angus- 
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tus  Knight;  1 834, Benjamin  Butler;  1836,  Elijah  Ilaynes;  1 837,  Benjamin 
Butler;  1838-39,  Horace  W'adsworth  ;  1841-42,  P.  L.  Ilazcn;  1843- 
44,  John  IMarlin  ;  I  S45,  Jolm  I  lazen  ;  1 846-47,  William  Wilse)' ;  1848, 
David  Harvey;  1849-30,  Asa  Mooney  ;  1851-52,  Jabez  Ilazcn  ;  1853- 
54,  Jesse  Ilazen;  1855-56,  A.  K.  Hibbard  ;  1857-5S,  Reuben  Hyde; 
1S60,  Joseph  Hutchins;  1861-62,  Hiram  Allen;  for  three  years  no 
record  found;  1866,  Dexter  B.  Town  ;  1867,  Addison  Hazen.  Bien- 
nial sessions :  1868-69,  iM-ed  Parks;  1870-71,  A.  Hazen;  1872-73, 
Charles  B.  Russell;  I  874-73,  Jerome  Hutchins;  1 876-77,  Orris  P.  Knight; 
1S78-79,  David  Dodds;  18S0-81,  Holland  P^fee ;  1882-83,  Warren 
Clark;  1 884-85,  Giles  11.  Hawricau  ;  1886-87,  Charles  Hyde;  1888- 
89,  R.       Hathawa)';  1890-91,  John  'J^idhope. 


ciTapti-r  xxxvti. 

HLSTOKY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  SOUTH  FIERO. 

'"P  HIS  beautiful  sub-division  of  Grand  Isle  count)'lics  the  farthest  south 
J[  of  an\' of  the  hw  towns  that  com[3rise  the  count}',  and,  hioreover,  it 
is  one  of  the  richest  in  productions  of  any  of  the  towns  of  the  state.  In 
at  least  one  material  respect  South  Hero  enjoys  an  advantage  not  pos- 
^sessed  by  the  other  towns  of  the  county  except  Alburgh,  in  that  it  has 
direct  communication  with  the  mainland  over  the  Sand  J>ar  bridge,  or, 
as  more  cc/mmonly  spoken,  the  Sand  Bar. 

Tlie  territory  of  the  island  of  which  South  Hero  forms  a  part  became 
known  to  the  enterprising  people  of  \>rmont  and  New  luigland  during 
the  period  of  the  eari\'  h'rcnch  and  Revolutionar\'  wars  ;  and  after  the 
independence  of  the  state  had  been  declared,  and  when  tlie  governing 
authorities  had  recourse  to  the  expedient  of  granting  towns  and  other 
tracts  of  land  as  a  means  of  creating  a  revenue  for  the  civil  and  military 
conduct  of  the  state,  those  who  knew  the  true  character  and  value  of  this 
island  region  u  ere  not  slow  to  procure  charters  and  grants  of  its  terri- 
tory for  their  own  use,  wiiether  or  not  they  ever  contemplated  an  actual 


Town-  of  South  Hero. 


671 


residence  on  the  {granted  lands,  l^ut  lon^^  \'ears  before  Governor  Chit- 
tenden made  the  grant  of  the  "Two  Heroes,"  long  before  j^cnning  W'ent- 
worth  made  grants  in  this  northern  region  as  part  of  the  province  of 
New  Hampshire,  and  even  as  far  back  as  tlie  period  of  the  l^^^rench  do- 
minion in  America,  the  lands  now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of 
South  Hero  were  granted  by  the  king  of  France  to  one  Monsieur  Con- 
trecouer,  wliich  seignior}'  (for  sucli  it  was  called)  included  all  of  the  terri- 
tory now  forming  South  Hero,  Grand  Isle,  and  North  Hero,  and  was 
known  to  the  French  as  "la  Grande  Isle."  However  there  is  nothing 
to  show  that  the  French  ever  possessed  the  island  for  more  than  the  tem- 
porary purposes  of  surx'cy  and  grant,  but  it  was  surveyed  under  the  do- 
minion rcfc-rred  to  in  1732.  and  mappetl  and  recorded  in  1784.  ]nii  the 
results  of  the  last  h>ench  and  ICnglish  war  brought  the  region  here  un- 
der the  liritish  rule,  and  the  I'^rcnch  seigniories  were  mainly  abandoned 
and  nnllified. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1779,  Governor  Chittenden,  in  pursuance  of 
a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state,  made  a  grant  of  all  the 
lands  of  what  is  now  Grand  Isle  county,  excepting  Isle  La  IMotte  and 
Alljurgh,  to  Gen.  l\than  Allen,  Col.  Samuel  Merrick,  Maj.  J-5enjamin 
Wait,  and  their  associates  to  the  number  of  363  persons,  under  the  name 
of  the  "Two  Heroes,"  and  so  named  and  called  in  honor  of  the  services 
rendered  for  the  infant  state  by  I^than  and  Ira  Allen,  l^ut  the  substantial 
consideration  of  the  grant  was  the  sum  of  10.000,  oi-,  what  is  about 
its  United  States  equivalent,  If  50,000.  I'^or  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
consideration  mon^y  the  Go\'ernor  and  Council  constituted  a  committee, 
comprising  Thomas  Chittenden  and  Ira  Allen  for  that  part  of  the  pro- 
prietors who  lived  west  of  the  mountains,  and  l-^cnjamin  Wait  for  those 
who  resided  in  tlie  north  part  of  Cumberland  county,  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Carpenter  and  Captain  Jesse  Burlc  for  those  residing  in  the 
lower  ]xu-t  of  Cuniberland  count}-.  It  was  also  and  further  pru\-ided 
that  a  committee  should  be  chosen  and  have  power  to  erase  the  name  of 
an}'  grantee  who  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pa}*-  his  part  of  the  consid- 
eration, and  in  his  place  to  insert  the  name  of  an}'  person  who  would 
agree  to  pav.  This  committee  comprised  Governor  Chittenden,  Ira 
Allen,  and  John  Fassett,  jr. 

The  "Two  Heroes"  remained  as  originally  granted  until  the  2  1st  of 
October,  1 788,  when  their  territory  was  divided,  the  north  island  being 
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called  North  Hero  and  tlic  south  island  named -South  Hero.  lUit  be- 
fore this  division  was  made,  and  on  the  9th  of  January,  1783,  the  Gover- 
nor and  Coiuicil  jxissed  a  lesolution  providinf;  "  that  there  be  six  pubh'c 
rij^hts  of  land  reserved  in  the  Two  Heroes  for  the  following  uses:  Three 
rii;hts  or  equal  shares  to  be  located  on  the  South  and  three  on  the 
North  Island,  one  of  which'  is  for  the  first  settled  minister  of  the  ^ospel, 
one  for  the  support  of  the  social  worship  of  God,  and  one  for  the  use  and 
support  of  an  J^nL;lish  school  or  schools  on  each  ishuid  respectively." 

In  the  )'ear  179S,  by  an  act  passt-d  the  7th  of  November,  the  island  of 
South  Hero  was  divided  and  its  territory  erected  into  two  towns,  the 
south  part  constituting;  .Sc)nth  Ilero  and  the  northern  })orhon  bein^^ 
named  "Middle  Hero."  This  division  made  b)- an  east  and  west  line 
cut  the  town  into  halves,  oj"  nearly  so. 

Tiie  first  settler  on  the  island  of  South  Hero  was  ICbenezer  Allen,  in 
the  year  1783.  l^ver)-  past  writer  of  the  town  histor\'  has  furnisheil  sub- 
stantial!)' the  same  sketch  of  the  life  of  this  pioneer,  in  view  of  which  it 
would  not  become  the  present  work  to  narrate  ;it  lenrah  that  which  has 
already  f^rown  old  from  frequent  repetition  ;  the  refore  it  is  sufficient  to 
relate  here  onl\'  that  Allen  came  to  the  island  by  raft  on  the  25th  of 
■Aur;;ubt  of  the  >*ear  stated,  ha\  in<j  with  him  the  fiame  for  his  house  and 
lumber  for  other  buildinp^s,  of  which  he  had  made  a  raft  before  leaving; 
Shelbnrne  Point,  and  on  w  hich  lie  took  h.is  family.  His  landini^  was 
made  on  the  south  end  of  the  island.  He  kept  a  ])ublic  house  and  a 
ferry  while  livin^^  here.  About  iSoD  Mr.  Allen  moved  to  Ihirlin^ton, 
and  died  there  March  26,  1806,  aged  sixt\'-three  years.  He  was  bur- 
ied with  I\Iasonic  lionors.  While  Ebenezer  Allen  resided  on  the  island 
he  would  relate  to  his  guests  (pointing  toward  iissex  Landing.  X.  V.): 
*•  With  about  the  same  number  [forty]  of  Green  Mountain  Boys  I  captured 
about  fifty  of  the  rearguard  of  the  l^ritish  army  on  their  retreat  to  Can- 
ada ;  also  their  boats,  horses,  cows,  goats,  and  I  suppose  all  the  equip- 
age of  Old  Ti  and  Crown  Point."  It  was  done,  he  said,  by  a  ruse  repre- 
senting the  woods  to  be  filled  with  Herrick's  Rangers,  which  struck  with 
terror  all  the  l^ritish  troops. 

And  this  same  Kbenezer  Allen  is  credited  with  having  emancipated 
the  first  slave  person  ever  known  to  have  been  in  Vermont,  although 
within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  slavery  could  not  in  fact  exist. 
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The  records  and  archives  of  the  state  show  that  Ebcnezcr  Allen  with 
his  men  took  from  tlic  Britisli  a  number  of  prisoners,  amon^  them  one 
colored  woman  ;  but  the  c\  ent  is  best  narrated  in  the  report  of  Allen 
himself,  of  which  the  followinc^  is  a  cop)': 

"  Meaij<jUAKTI:ks  1'oi.LET,  2Sth  November,  1777. 
"  To  ivliovi  it  may  Couccru  : 

"  Know  )'e  Whereas  Dinah  ^^attis,<'l  nec^ro  woman  with  nanc\' her  Child 
of  two  months  old,  was  taken  Prisoner  on  Lake  Champlaiii,  with  the  i^rit- 
ish  Troops  Some  where  near  Col.  Gillimer's  Patten  the  Twelfth  day  of 
Instant  November,  b}' a  Scout  under  my  Command,  and  accordin^j  to  a 
Resolve  Past  by  the  Ilonnorable  Continental  Congress  that  all  Prisscs 
belong  to  the  Captivators  thereof — therefore  She  and  her  diild  became 
the  just  Property  of  the  Captivators  thereof — I  beiuLj  Consciheiuious 
tht't  it  is  not  llii^ht  in  the  Si*;ht  of  god  to  keep  Sla\  cs — I  therefore  ob- 
taining leave  of  the  iJctachmcnt  under  my  Command  to  gi\e  her  and 
her  child  their  freedom,  I  do  therefore  give  the  said  Dinah  mattis  and 
Nance)'  her  Child  there  freedom  to  pass  and  Repass  any  where  through 
the  United  States  of  Atiierica  with  her  l^ehaving  as  Jjecometh,  and  to 
Trade  and  to  'J'raftkk  for  her  Self  and  Child  as  tho'  She  wns  Jjorn  free 
without  being  M(^lested  b)'  any  Person  or  Persons. 

*•  Kj'.enk/'k  Allen,  Capt." 

When  Caj')tain  Allen  came  to  the  island  to  reside  lie  was  accompanied 
b\'  hLnus  Wood,  who  settled  on  the  north  island,  and  Alexander  Gordon, 
who  locatetl  in  the  north  part  of  this  town.  Another  of  the  early  set- 
tlcFS  of  tlie  Lower  Hero  was  Stephen  Pearl,  who  like  Allen  had  seen  serv- 
ice during  the  Revolutionary  period,  a,nd  afterwards  became  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Chittenden  county,  being  at  one  time  sheriff.  1  le  was 
one  of  the  committee  to  "set  the  stake"  for  the  center  of  the  town  of  St. 
Albans.  Colonel  Pearl  moved  to  South  Hero  soon  after  17S6,  and  lived 
there  sc\'eral  )^ears,  but  afterwards  moved  to  lUirlinglon. 

Also  among  the  earliest  settlers  were  several  who  had  seen  scrx-ice 
dut  ing  the  war,  their  names  being,  so  far  as  can  now  be  recalled,  Daniel 
Wadsworth,  Alpheus  Hall,  Capt.  Thomas  Dixon,  William  Hazen,  Isaac 
Adams,  Benjamin  Adams,  l^phraim  Duell,  and  John  Monte,  the  latter  a 
Frenchman.  Other  earl)'  settlers  were  Timothy  IVarl,  Calvin  l-'letcher. 
Warren  Corbin,  Benjamin  Landon,  Benajah.  Phelps,  L)r.  Simeon  Clark, 
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and  Thaddcus  Langdon.  Willi  such  men  as  Captain  Allen  and  Colonel 
Pearl  living  on  llie  island  it  was  not  a  matter  of- much  difficulty  to  in- 
duce others  to  settle  here;  in  fact  the  character  of  the  I.iikI  was  such  as 
to  offer  extraoi dinary  inducements  to  settlement;  and  as  the  town  la\'  to 
the  extreme  south  end  of  the  islami  s)-stem,  near  the  more  thickly  pop- 
ulated districts,  and  more  remote  from  the  scenes  of  disturbance  pre\  ail- 
ing  after  the  close  of  the  Revolution  and  prior  to  and  even  later  than 
1800,  there  was  a  constant  demand  for  lands  on  the  Lower  Hero,  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  numerous  proprietors.  So  last  indeed  was  set- 
tlement and  improvement  made  that  by  the  year  1 79 1  South  Hero  had 
a  population  oi  S37  \'ears  later  of  1,289.  but  of  course  this  in- 

cludes the  total  of  what  is  now  South  Hero  and  Gr.md  Isle.  In  I  Soo 
the  aggregate  of  po))ulation  on  the  Low  er  island  exceeded  the  combined 
population  of  all  the  other  towns  of  the  count)-. 

Although  the  town  of  South  Hero  had  a  sufficient  number  of  inhab- 
itants to  warrant  its  organization  earlier  than  it  in  fact  was  done  the 
peo[)le  there  do  not  ap]H-ar  to  have  mo\'ed  in  this  matter  pri(M-  to  i/Sg, 
when  on  the  loth  of  March  officers  were  elected  as  follows  :  Moderator, 
Stephen  Pearl;  t<nvn  clerk,  Lbenezer  Allen;  selectmen,  Alexander 
Gordon,  hlphraini  L^uell,  William  Hazen,  Steplien  Pearl,  and  llbenezer 
Allen;  first  constable  and  collector,  Isaac  Adams;  second  constable, 
Reuben  Claj^p. 

lUit  at  this  time  and  down  to  the  )'ear  1  S02  the  town  of  South  Hero, 
and  as  well  that  part  of  the  island  that  is  the  town  of  Grand  Isle,  formed 
a  part  of  Chittenden  count\',  and  was  not  entirely  separated  therefrom 
until  the  full  organization  of  Grand  Isle  count}'  in  the  year  1805.  In 
the  measures  looking  to  the  erection  of  the  island  towns  into  a  sc})arate 
county  the  people  of  South  Hero  took  an  active  part,  and  were  urged 
to  press  their  case  with  increased  vigor  and  zeal  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  all  the  island  region  except  this  town  and  Grand  Isle,  or  Middle 
Hero,  as  formerly  called,  was  a  part  of  P^anklin  county,  erected  in  1792 
and  organized  in  1795.  This  act  of  the  legislature  left  the  Lower  and 
Middle  Heroes  a  part  of  Chittenden  county,  and  obliged  their  j^eople  to 
transact  county  and  court  business  at  Colchester  and  Burlington,  to  their 
great  inconvenience  ;  therefore  when  the  subject  of  creating  a  new 
county  for  the  benefit  of  the  islanders  was  first  agitated  the  people  of 
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South  Hero  were  at  once  interested  in  bringing  about  tliat  end.  It  was 
finally  accomplished  in  1802.  aiter  a  struggle  that  continued  al!  of  ten 
)'ears. 

During  the  interesting  and  exciting  period  that  followed  tlie  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  war  the  people  of  South  Hero  were  not  seriousU' 
affected  by  the  events  growing  out  of  the  Ikitish  occupation  of  Alburgh 
and  other  points  in  the  northern  region  ;  and  when  the  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse  laws  weie  j)assed  and  enforced  thcie  was  uvt  the  s:unc  in- 
surrectionary sentiment  expressed  here  as  in  the  localities  farther  north, 
although  the  interests  here  of  the  people  suffered  in  common  with  ()thcr 
sections  of  the  county.  )Uit  during  the  War  of  18  12-15  ^^^^  Sc^uth  I  lero 
was  a  central  point  of  interest,  for  the  Hritish  boats  passed  close  to  the 
shore  in  their  demonstrations  against  Ihnlington  and  l^lattsburgh,  and 
when  the  great  battle  on  both  land  .md  lalce  was  f(Hight  South  Hero  was 
not  only  a  gi.md  point  of  observation,  but  was  liable  at  an\'  time  to  be 
invaded  by  the  l^ritish,  and  undoubtedly  would  have  been  liud  that  en- 
gagement resulted  dilferentl)'.  It  is  a  fact  that  a  good  number  of  the 
men  of  this  town  had  a  part  in  that  battle,  for  the  town  had  its  organ- 
ized militia  and  was  within  convenient  reach  of  riattsburgh  b\'  wa\'  of 
Cumberland  Head,  availing  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  ]J.  Wilcox's 
ferry  to  that  point.  \Uit  unfortunately  there  appears  not  to  have  been 
preserved  any  record  to  show  who  were  in  the  service  from  the  town 
during  the  war,  or  who  even  wwc  in  the  memorable  battle  at  Platts- 
burgh. 

Prior  to  the  \-ear  i  S.|7  the  j)eo{^le  of  South  Hero  communic.iled  with 
the  mainland  by  boat  and  ferry  travel,  either  public  or  pri\'ate.  As 
early  as  1793  the  legislature  passed  an  act  establishing  a  ferry  right 
between  the  island  and  Colchester,  and  in  1795  another  \\'as  licensed 
between  the  island  and  the  town  of  Milton.  In  1796  David  Maxfield 
was  granted  the  right  to  maintain  a  ferry  between  South  Hero  and 
Georgia.  November  7,  179S,  Henjamin  Bell  was  granted  the  i)rivilegc 
of  a  ferry  between  the  island  and  Cumberland  Head,  N.  Y.  In  1805 
Richard  Mott  and  Ira  I'^ox  sought  to  have  ferry  communication  be- 
tween the  town  and  Milton.  D.  Wilcox's  ferry  to  Cumberland  Head 
was  licensed  in  October,  1S07.  Wallis  Mott  and  John  Mott  were  appli- 
cants for  ferry  rights  in  November,  18 14,  and  Ira  Fox  was  licensed  in 
iSi  5  to  ferry  to  Milton. 
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The  present  establislied  means  of  communication  between  Soiitli 
Hero  and  tlie  mainland  of  the  state  is  the  so-called  Sand  Ix'ir  bridf^e,  a 
compan)'  for  tlie  buiklinL;-  and  maintenance  of  \vliich-\vas  chartered  on 
November  I  I,  18  }7,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000  in  $10  shares.  This 
was  a  niovemcnt  for  the  <;rcatest  interest  and  benefit  of  the  people  of 
South  Hero  and  Grand  Isle,  for  it  furnished  them  direct  and  ready  ac- 
cess to  Milton.  The  whole  island  wanted  the  bridge  built,  the  people 
contributed  libercdl)'  to  its  construction  by  taking  stock  in  the  C(jmi)an\', 
some  men  in  considerable  amounts.  The  distance  across  the  water  is 
one  mile  and  twenty  rods.  This  part  of  the  bridge  was  build  b)'  Sam- 
uel I'oardman  for  $18,000.  The  road  through  the  marsh,  a  distance  of 
two  miles,  was  built  by  A.  G.  W'hittemoie  for  $5,500.  The  entire  cost 
of  the  structure,  houses,  and  equipments  was  $2^,016.62.  W'hile  the 
people  of  South  Hero  subsci  ibed  libera!l\'  to  the  stock  of  the  company 
the  enti^rprise  has  not  pro\'ed  a  rcmunerati\'e  in\'estmcnt  b)'  \\  a\'  of  cash 
returns,  but  as  a  jMiblic  convenience  the  bridge  is  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tage to  the  islanders,  as  theii'  pr<;ducc  is  readily  carried  to  IMilton  for 
marketing  and  shipment. 

In  a  i)rcceiling  chapter  f)f  this  volume  will  be  found  a  roll  of  the  sol- 
diers who  entered  the  service  from  South  Hero.  According  to  the  re- 
port of  the  state  adjutant  and  inspector- general  the  town  is  credited 
with  having  furnished  a  total  of  fifty  men,  all  but  five  of  whom  weie  vol- 
unteers. Of  the  others  one  paid  commutation  w  hile  four  procured  sub- 
stitutes. In  addition  to  this  total  the  town  was  credited  with  five  men, 
.swelling  the  aggregate  credit  to  fifty-five. 

The  town  of  South  Hero  has  two  small  liamlets  or  villages,  each  hav- 
ing a  postoffice,  and  called  respectively  South  Hero  and  Keeler's  Ba}', 
but  the  aggregate  population  of  both  villages  will  not  exceed  200  per- 
sons. The  town  has  also  two  good  hotels,  which  during  the  heated  sea- 
son have  a  good  patronage,  for  the  island  has  become  something  of  a 
summer  resort,  and  the  waters  of  the  springs  are  growing  constantly  in 
public  favor.  The  mercantile  and  trade  pursuits  of  the  two  villages  are 
small  in  extent,  the  people  preferring  to  "shop"  in  Alilton  and  other 
large  towns  where  larger  stocks  are  kept. 

The  spiritual  welfare  of  the  towns-people  is  guarded  in  the  two  main 
church  societies  of  the  Methodist  and  Congregational  denominations, 
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while  there  is  also  a  sprinkling  of  Catholics  and  Universalists  in  the 
coinnninity.  One  of  the  early  efforts  of  the  town  was  directed  to  the 
support  of  preachinc^,  and  it  is  found  that  as  early  as  June  I,  1789,  at  a 
meeting  the  people  "  Voted  to  raise  a  tax  of  three  pence  on  a  pound  to 
pay  a  minister,  said  tax  to  be  paid  to  the  collector  by  the  first  da)'  of 
December  following,  in  wheat  at  four  shillings  per  bushel,  or  Indian  corn 
at  three  shillings."  In  March,  1793,  Joseph  Plielps,  Alpheus  Hall,  Sam- 
uel Mix,  and  ICbcnezcr  Allen  were  chosen  a  committee  to  hiie  Mr.  Will- 
iams to  preach  for  the  town,  and  the  meeting  at  the  same  time  voted  a 
tax  of  si.x  pence  on  the  pound  for  the  minister's  support,  jxiyablc  one- 
fourth  in  cash  and  the  balance  in  grain.  Tiiis  was  the  gei  ni  from  which 
sprung  the  present  Congregational  church,  although  the  first  meetings 
were  not  intended  to  be  denominational. 

The  societies  of  the  Congregational  and  Methodist  churches  both  in 
South  Hero  and  Grand  Isle  have  for  man\'  \'cars  lix'ed  in  the  most 
harmonious  relation,  which  has  been  productive  of  the  greatest  good 
throughout  the  island,  for  through  the  medium  of  their  famous  annual 
•*o}'ster  supi)ers  "  there  has  been  established  a  social  ac(|uaintance  among 
the  families  with  result  of  lasting  fi-iendships.  These  suppers  were  es- 
tablished many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  revenue  for  the 
minister's  support,  and  were  in  fact  a  necessity  as  well  as  a  pleasure.  It 
appears  that  during  the  years  in  which  Father  Lyon  officiated  as  minis- 
ter in  the  locality  the  people  were  not  in  the  ha})it  of  paying  him  a  sal- 
ary or  au}'  stated  compensation,  and  lie,  good  man  that  way,  continued 
to  preach  for  the  people  and  otherwise  administer  to  th(?ir  sjjiritual 
wants  for  |)ure  love  of  the  work;  and  he  continued  in  this  service  many 
years,  making  no  charge  and  receiving  nothing,  until  at  last  the  people 
became  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  would  never  become  necessary 
for  them  to  individually  contribute  to  the  minister's  support.  This  belief 
has  in  a  measure  been  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  another,  and 
established  a  custom  which  has  been  found  difficult  to  remove.  There- 
fore the  expedient  of  the  oyster  supper  s}'stem  annually  obserxed  for 
many  years. 

There  has  been  but  little  change  in  the  character,  custom,  and  com- 
munity laws  of  South  Mero  antl  its  people  during  the  last  half  century. 
However,  when  the  town  had  its  greatest  number  of  inhabitants  there 
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was  then  the  largest  number  of  farmers  and  farms,  l^ut  during  later 
years  the  smaller  operators  have  been  absorbed  by  tlic  larger  with  the 
result  of  many  fine  and  excellent  producing  fai  ins,  as  man)-  of  them 
here,  perhaps,  as  in  any  of  the  island  towns.  The  farm  of  the  a\  erage 
occupant  of  the  jjre^cnt  day  is  de\'Oted  to  general  agricultui'al  jiursuits 
and  dair\-ing,  while  the  specialty  of  fruit  culture  has  become  a  rule  as 
much  as  an  exceiJtion.  To  observe  briclls'  what  are  the  stajile  products 
of  the  I.uwcr  Jlero  the  attention  of  the  re.ider  is  asked  to  the  names  of 
some  of  the  leading  f.irmers  of  the  last  ten  or  so  years,  from  1880  to 
1690.  Gilbert  Allen's  farm  of  20C)  acrrs  supported  125  grade  sheep, 
while  his  orchard  had  200  trees;  Horace  D.  Allen  maintained  a  (^airy  of 
13  cows,  while  his  orchard  had  250  trees;  Captain  Warren  Corbin  lias 
been  an  extensive  farmer  and  operator,  liaving  600  acres ;  Henry  W. 
Conro's  hmds  embraced  170  acres  and  his  orchard  200  trees ;  Charles 
Debu'.pie,  farmer,  103  acres,  400  trees ;  Jerome  W  Hall  has  been  a  care- 
ful breeder  of  fine  Merino  sheep  and  Jersey  cattle  ;  Wallace  P.  Hall,  200 
acres,  100  shec]>,  locows;  Hezekiah  Kibbe,  235  acres,  90  shee]),  200 
trees;  Alfred  M.  Kinnc}',  1  10  acres,  600  trees,  and  hue  sheep;  'J'had- 
deus  L.  Kinney,  150  acics,  100  sheep,  400  trees,  and  28  hives  of  bees  ; 
Buel  Handoii,  180  acres,  10  cows,  400  trees;  V.  R.  Landon,  340  acres, 
30  cows;  Wallace  Martin,  130  acres,  85  sheep,  500  trees;  C.aK'in  Mc- 
Bride,  218  acres,  gTade  sheep  and  cattle,  275  trees;  lulward  ]].  ['helps, 
375  acres,  1  50  grade  sheej),  300  trees  ;  I  lenr}'  Robinson,  280  acres,  160 
sheep,  13  cows,  300  trees,  'i'hese  are  a  few  of  the  many  who  have  been 
extensive  farmers  and  producers  during  the  last  ten  years,  but  the  above 
figures  may  var)'-\\  ilh  each  succeeding  season,  and  are  given  as  they 
were  stated  on  record  within  the  time  named  and  for  one  }'ear  only. 
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ciiaiti:r  xxxviii. 

HIST(Mn''  OF  ODD  FELLOWSHIP  IX  FKANKLIX  COL'NTY.' 

C^RL:}:N  MOUXTAIX  RODHF:,  Xo.  i,  I.  O.  O.  v.,  located  at  Jhir- 
J  linc^toii,  was  instituted  Janiiaiy  14,  iS45,and  was  tlie  first  o^^^'lni/,od 
body  in  the  state.  Others  followed,  and  on  the  ?6th  da\'  of  Auiiust,  1847, 
tlic  representatives  of  a  majorit\'  of  the  eleven  chartered  lodj^es  met  in 
Convention  at  l->ethel,  resultinj.^  in  a  petition  to  tlu-  ^Mand  sire  for  a  cliartcr 
authorizing^  the  organization  of  a  Cn  and  Lodi^e  in  this  state.  The  prayer 
of  llie  j)etilioners  was  L^ranted,  ami  on  the  29lh  da\'  of  December,  1847, 
the  (irand  Lod^n:  of  Vermont,  I.  ().  O.  h\,  was  duly  instituted  at  I\lont- 
pelier,  b\'  W  .  l  )rput)'  Grand  Sire  Thomjjson,  assisted  b}-  M.  \V., 
Grand  IMastcr  I'armenter,  of  Massachusetts.  Xine  of  the  chartered 
lodges  were  represented.  Samuel  11.  Price  was  elected  grand  master 
and  Charles  S.  Dana,  grand  secretai\-.  A  constitution  vv\'is  adopted 
and  other  important  business  tiansacted.  'Die  Grant!  Lodge  sLai  lcd 
out  under  most  favorable  auspices,  and  has  had  a  steady  and  healthy 
growth,  now  bearing  upon  its  roll  fort)'-four  chartered  lodges  and  up- 
wards of  3,100  members. 

In  1869  a  number  of  Odd  I'ellows  residing  Franklin  count}',  ileem- 
ing  it  for  the  best  interests  of  the  order  and  for  their  own  convenience 
and  pleasure,  presrnted  their  petition  to  Grand  Master  Henry  R.  IIos- 
ford  for  leave  to  establish  a  lodge  at  St.  Albans,  and  on  the  iHtli  day  of 
September  a  dispensation  was  grantetl  to  Abner  Forbes,  L..  R.  Kimpton, 
R.  Camp,  Jefferson  Marsh,  and  Azro  Kent  to  form  and  open  a  lodge 
at  St.  Albans,  under  the  name  of  the  Charles  A.  Miles  Lodge,  X(x  31. 
The  lodge  was  dul\'  instituted  b\'  ]\  M.  liallou,  dcj^ut}'  grand  master, 
September  24,  1869,  with  the  following  officers:  Abner  Forbes,  noble 
graiid  ;  R.  1^.  Kimpton,  \ice  grand;  Jefferson  I\larsh,  recording  secre- 
tar\' ;  and  Azro  Kent,  treasurer.  ♦ 

In  1872,  the  Sovereign  Grand  ])od\'  having  ver\'  properly  decided 
not  to  permit  subordinate  lodges  to  be  named  for  living  members  of  tlie 

'  By  W.  D.  \Vil.>un,  past  grand  master. 
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order,  the  name  of  this  lodge  was  changed  to  St.  Albans  Lodge,  No.  31. 
Since  its  organization  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  done;  many  of 
its  members  have  left  the  juristliclion,  and  it  has  also  furnished  a  major- 
ity of  the  charter  members  for  other  lodr^es  that  have  been  established 
in  the  count}'.  It  has  been  honored  b}'  the  presence  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  annual  session,  and  three  of  its  members  have  filled  the  i)osi- 
tion  of  grand  master,  viz.:  Abner  Forbes,  Horace  H.  Farnsworth  (187S), 
and  W.  J).  Wilson  (1S87).  Fast  Grand  ^Faster  Wilson  has  held  the 
office  of  grand  representati\'e  to  tlie  So\'ereign  Grand  Lodge  for  tour 
years,  and  other  members  ha\'c  heUl  |)rominent  positions  in  the  order. 
Its  first  hall  was  in  the  William  X.  Smith  block  ;  later  it  occupied  a  hall 
in  the  Wheeler  block;  and  in  1S89  the  lodge  fitted  and  furnished  com- 
modious and  elegant  rooms  in  tlie  Darrow  block,  which  it  now  occupies. 
The  })rcsent  membeiship  is  126. 

Upon  petition  tlie  grand  patriarcli  granted  a  dis]:)ensation  for  an  en- 
campment at  St.  Albans,  and  Columbia  l^^ncampment,  No.  i,  was  insti- 
tuted June  27,  1S87,  by  J.  H.  Jones,  G.  F.,  with  the  following  charter 
members:  Wilb-r  P.  iJavis,  D.  O.  Wallace,  A.  J.  Tei]ne\',  F-a  I\F  Sum- 
ner, J.  L.  H.  Allen,  O.  R.  Parker,  Lyman  W.  Hazen,  H.  C.  Sparry, 
A.  i\F  Fell,  CA.  Ryan,  W.  D.  Wilson,  and  IF  H.  Wooster.  The  fol- 
lowing members  were  dul\'  elected  and  installed  its  first  officers:  H.  C. 
Sparry,  chief  patriarch;  D.  O.  Wallace,  high  priest;  and  H.  H.  Woos- 
ter, senior  warden.  At  the  following  session  of  the  Grand  J^ncampment 
a  charter  was  duly  granted,  and  it  has  since  been  in  a  prospei'ous  condi- 
tion. F  occu[)ics  Odd  Fellows'  hall  and  has  a  membership  of  sixty- 
seven. 

Canton  Franklin,  ]\  M.,  was  instituted  at  St.  Albans  on  January  20, 
1891,  by  Colonel  N.  M.  Puffer,  grand  patriarch,  with  these  officers: 
H.  C.  Sparry,  captain;  ]>.  C.  Hall,  lieutenant;  Fred  Summers,  ensign; 
E.  P.  Nutter,  clerk;  and  C.  A.  ]\.\an,  accountant.  The  Canton  now 
numbers  twenty- seven  chevaliers,  and  its  prospects  for  a  large,  well  or- 
ganized, and  well  equipped  .body  of  the  military  order  are  second  to 
none  in  the  state.     Fs  headquarters  are  at^Odd  P^ellows'  hall. 

Empress  Lodge,  No.  i,  Degree  of  Rebekah,  was  instituted  April  9, 
1 89 1,  by  Myron  J.  Horton,  grand  master,  assisted^  by  J.  W.  Goodell, 
deputy  grand  n^aster.    The  charter  members  were  E.  E.  Spaulding, 
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Mrs.  Ethel  I.  Spauldiiu;,  11.  II.  Wooster,  Mrs.  Rosa  J.  W^oo^tcr,  George 
Cooke,  Mrs.  Anne  Cooke,  iMrs.  Louise  J.  Switzer,  Mrs.  Annie  G.  l!^m- 
bery,  and  W.  D.  Chandler.  On  the  evening  of  institution  the  officers 
of  Antonia  Lodge  were  present  and  c^)nferred  the  degree  upon  fift}'-one 
candidates,  thus  giving  the  lodge  a  strong  membership  at  the  outset, 
which  has  steadily  increased.  Its  meetings  arc  held  in  the  rooms  occu- 
pied by  the  other  local  bodies  at  St.  Albans. 

Richford  Lodge,  Xo.  iS,  was  instituted  at  Richford,  January  17,  1883^ 
by  Charles  W'oodhouse,  grand  master,  assisted  by  a  delegation  of  mem- 
bers from  the  St.  Albans  lodge.  Tiie  charter  members  were  II.  K. 
Rustedt,  G.  V.  Smith,  A.  N.  Powell.  J.  V.  Hale,  J.  C.  leaker,  L  \V. 
Powell,  II.  II.  Thomas,  and  II.  L.  Halcer.  The  charter  bears  date  I-'eb- 
ruar)' 7,  1S83.  Its  first  officers  were:  Jerome  ]'.  Hale,  noble  grand; 
H.  1'^  Rustedt.  \'ice  gran'd  ;  and  L.  W.  Powers,  recording  secretary  and 
treasurer.  The  lodge  has  initiated  fift\'-nine  members,  furnishing  seven 
of  the  charter  members  of  a  lodge  at  Troy.  It  has  a  pleasant  and  com- 
modious hall,  well  furnished  and  cquip[)ed,  and  is  in  good  financial 
condition. 

Missisquoi  Lodge,  No.  38,  v.'as  instituted  at  Swanton,  February  6, 
1888,  by  Henry  W.  Hall,  with  these  charier  members:  IC.  P.  Adams, 
I).  G.  I'^urman,  L.  I>.  Trua::,  II.  G.  Lyon,  C.  E.  Allen,  J.  V.  KelK^y, 
H.  J.  Brown,  and  W.  V.  Welch.  The  first  officers  were:  K.  P.  Adams, 
noble  grand;  D.  G.  Fuiiiian,  \ice  grand  ;  II.  G.  Lyon,  recording  secre- 
tary; and  J.  V.  Kelley,  treasurer.  At  the  following  session  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  a  charter  was  dul\'  issued.  It  has  had  a  large  accession  to  its 
membership  and  bears  upon  its  roll  the  leading  men  of  that  enterpris- 
ing village.  Its  hall  is  well  appointed,  its  financial  condition  is  excellent, 
and  its  prospects  are  as  good  as  the  best. 

Although  it  is  only  a  score  of  years  since  Odd  Fellowship  obtained  a 
foothold  in  this  county  its  growth  during  the  past  decade  has  been  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  splendid  future 
awaits  it. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX. 


BlOGRAl'HICAL. 


'^ROOKS,  S^^TH  A.,  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  faniil- 


JL)  ies  of  St.  Albans.  Adonijali  Ikooks  was  ori^nnall}'  from  Connec- 
ticut, and  during  tlie  Revolutionary  war  came  to  Pittsford,  Vi.  He 
married  Olive  Harrint^ton.  His  eldest  son,  Hananiah,  came  to  St  Al- 
bans in  1/88;  lie  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He 
died  in  Ohio.  Azariah  and  ICleazer.  two  sons  of  Adonijah,  canie  to  St. 
Albans  in  1 790  with  their  father;  the  former  removed  to  Ohio,  where 
•he  died  ;  the  latter  died  in  St.  Albans.  'J'he  other  cliiklrc  n  o(  y\donijah 
were  Adonijah,  Asahel,  Hannnh.  who  married  a  Saw)'er,  and  Poll)-,  who 
married  Lemuel  La^ell.  Adonijah  died  in  St.  Albans,  October  3,  1809, 
aged  seventN'-one  years;  his  wife  died  March  20,  1828,  aged  eighty- 
eiqht  y.-ars.  Adonijah,  son  of  Adonijah  and  the  father  of  the  subject. of 
this  sketch,  was  horn  in  Granville,  X.  V.,  I'Y'bruary  27,  I  777,  and  mar- 
ried Betsey  Gates.  The}'  had  nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fanc)'.  'Jlie  others  are  James, a  resident  of  Georgia;  Holloway,  who  died 
young;  iMiiery,  who  also  died  )'Oung;  David  G.,  born  hYbrnary  27,  1808, 
died  at  St.  Albans,  Xovember  21,  1880;  .Smith  A.;  X'ictorine  P.,  widow 
of  Harmon  leaker,  resides  in  Georgia;  Luke,  a  resident  of  Chateaugay, 
J\^.  Y.;  and  I^Iecta  A.,  widow  of  Hiram  Dodge,  also  lives  at  Chateaugay, 
N.  Y.  Adonijah  died  in  New  York  state,  October  10,  1815  ;  his  wife 
died  September  29,  1859.- 

Smith  A.  Brooks  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  January  20,  1810.  His  early 
life  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm,  and  he  had  only  the  benefits  of  a  com- 
mon school  education  He  married,  March  27,  1834.  Alma,  daughter  of 
Kbenezer  and  Judy  (Harrington)  Kibbee,  of  South  Hero.  Their  chil- 
dren were  Ebenezcr  A.,  of  St.  Albans;  Harriet  S.,  whf)  married  Kin- 
ney Cleveland  (deceased),  and  resides  at  St.  Albans  Pay;  Judith  H., 
who  married  Henr\'  l^allard,  and  died  in  St.  Albans;  l*\'innic  1^.,  wife  of 
Charles  M.  Brooks,  of  St.  Albans;  and  ]]etsey  A.,  who  married  Warren 
Green,  and  died  at  St.  Albans.    Mrs.  Brooks  died  PY-bruary  2,  .1887. 
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Mr.  Hrooks  left  home  at  the  a<;c  of  twenty- four  )  ears  with  not  over 
$100  as  a  starting  capital,  but  b\'  industry  and  friit:^alit)'  he  acquired  a 
competency,  and  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  owns  over 
750  acres  of  farming  lands  in  l-'rankiin  and  Grand  Isle  counties.  lie 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  though  he  is  not  an  acti\-e  politician. 


TI'WirrT,  L[FA'T.  l-:RAS  rUS  \V..  is  descended  from  l<:ieazer  Jewett, 
J  who  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Jew  elt,  of  Ik'nnington,  Vt  ,  and  who  was 
a  lieutenant  under  Capt.  I'lh'sha  I3ewe\'  at  the  battle  of  ]^)ennington, 
August  16,  1777,  and  took  th'.-  sword  from  the  hand  of  Colonel  13aum  at 
the  surrender  of  the  ]iritish  army.  This  sword  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  George  \V.  Robinson,  of  Hennington  Center,  Vt.  ICleazcr  Jewett  was 
born  in  Bennington,  September  22,  1769,  and  came  to  St.  Albans  in 
1793  among  the  earl)'  settlers  of  that  town.  lie  buih  the  first  grist- 
mill in  the  town,  near  the  Swanton  line.  He  was  county  surve)  or  of 
Franklin  county,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering.  He  mar- 
ried Mary,  daughter  of  John  Tiatt,  of  Swanton.  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, \'iz.:  hLleazcr,  Mary,  ]\ra>tus,  and  Harriet.  I'lieazcr  died  in  St. 
Albans,  May  20,  1S15.  I'Lleazer  (the  son  of  Kleazer)  was  born  in  St. 
Albans,  December  18,  179^'>,  and  resided  all  his  life  on  the  Jewett  home- 
stead. He  married  Dorotli  v,  daughter  of  Jesse  Abell,  of  Swanton.  and 
they  had  a  famiU'of  ten  children,  viz. :  Jason  P.,  born  October  13,  1827, 
a  resident  of  Swanton  ;  Albert  J).,  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this 
woik;  Harriet  M.,  born  Februar\'  3,  I  83  I  ;  Kleazer  T.,  born  l^^cbruary 
22,  1833,  who  resides  in  Santa  Cruz.  Cal.;  Mary  A.,  born  February  i, 
1835,  married  Robert  I..  J^'razer,  and  died  at  Lawrence,  Kan.;  Jesse  A., 
born  May  4,  1837,  commissioned  second  lieutenant  Company  C,  Vihh 
Regiment.  September  5,  1861,  first  lieutenant  July  9,  1862,  captain 
Company  K,  March  21,  1863.  resigned  May  29,  1863,  and  died  at 
Swanton,  April  16,  1866,  from  disease  contracted  in  the  army;  Eras- 
tus  W.,  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Charles  S.,  born  July  22,  1841,  resides  in 
St.  Albans;  Sophia  1'.,  born  August  i,  1 845,  wife  of  A.  \V.  Brigham, 
of  New  Ulm,  Minn.;  and  Myron  H.,  born  Ma.-ch  13,  1848,  a  resident  of 
Highgate-  Eleazer  was  killed  by  a  premature  blast  of  a  maple  log 
February  8,  1864;  his  wife  died  in  St.  Albans,  December  14,  18S6. 
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Krastus  W.  Jewett  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  April  i,  1839. 
listed  in  Company  A,  Xintli  X'crniont  \^oluntccrs,  and  was  commis- 
sioned June  14,  1862,  second  lieutenant  in  tliat  company ;  was  promoted 
May  24,  1S63,  first  lieutenant;  and  resic;ned  November  21,  1864.  l>icu- 
tcnant  Jewett  has  reccix'cd  a  medal  of  honor  from  the  acting  secretary 
of  war  **  for  gallantr)-  and  valor  at  the  battle  of  Newport  Barracks, 
February  2,  1S64,  while  commandini;  the  compan\',  holdinc^  the  Con- 
*  federates  back,  and  burning;  the  railroad  bridge,  thereb)'  assisting  matc- 
riall)'  in  prex'enting  the  Union  troojjs  from  capture."  Iveturning  from 
the  seat  of  war  he  engaged  in  the  lime  and  hay  business,  which  he 
carried  on  successfull}'  for  several  )'ears.  A  Republican  in  })oirtics  he 
has  held  the  various  town  offices,  and  is  at  present  president  of  the  \'iU 
lage  of  Swanton.  He  is  a  member  of  Jesse  Jewett  Post,  No.  73,  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  aid-de-camp  on  Co\.  W'heelock  G.  Veaze)''s  staff  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Commander)'  of  the 
Loyal  Legion,  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  also  a  prominent 
Mason.  Lieutenant  Jewett  married  I'^anny  L.,  daughter  of  William  and 
Lucy  (I)oane)  Ihigham,  of  St.  Albans,  and  the)'  had  four  children,  viz.: 
Jesse  V).,  Mar\'  1\,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  Nellie  11.,  and 
•Walter  C.     Mrs.  Jewett  died  October  5,  1882. 


f'Y  1820,  the  second  son  in  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter  of 
Raymond  and  Abigail  (Ladd)  Austin.  Raymond  Austin  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Berkshire.  He  located  on  the  farm  now  occupied  b}'  the 
widow  of  our  subject.  His  sons  Horatio  Nelson,  Hazard  Berry,  h>,ra, 
and  Alpheus  ^I.  all  died  in  J3erkshire;  his  daughter,  Abigial  Celia,  is 
unmarried  and  resides  in  Richford.  Hazard  B.  had  only  the  advantages 
of  a  common  school  education.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
soon  after  his  marriage  became  owner  of  the  old  homestead,  where  he 
continued  to  live  till  his  death,  ALay  24,  1887.  In  politics  a  Republican 
he  held  the  oflices  of  deputy  sheriff,  constable,  and  collector  of  taxes  for 
a  number  of  }'ears,  and  was  agent  for  the  W'rmont  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company  for  over  thirty  years.  iTe  married,  January  4,  1S43, 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Lucius  H.  and  Mary  (Rowley)  Wheeler.  She  was 
born  in  Berkshire,  Ajiril  13,  1S24.    They  have  had  no  children. 


HAZ.ARD  1'1:RRY,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  September  28, 
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BLAKi:,  Hon.  W  ILLIAM  }L\MILTOX,  born  at  St.  Alban?,  Vt., 
December  19,  1S12,  is  the  thirtl  son  of  Kleazur  and  Ruth  (locals) 
]Make,  natix'cs  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  who  located  in  St.  Albans  in 
January,  1800.  l^is  father  owned  real  estate  in  St.  Albans  and  was 
during  theWar  of  1812  a  deputy  collector  of  customs  under  C.  P.  \'an 
Ness,  whicli  position  lie  held  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  January,  1816. 
ILs  mother  was  buried  in  St.  Albans,  October  I,  1820,  and  on  the  same 
day  he  came  to  Swanton  and  resided  with  his  mother's  sister  till  May, 
1830.  lie  attended  the  district  school  durin^,^  the  winter  term,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  year  being  devoted  to  work,  bein^  called  upon  to  labor  much 
harder  than  the  lads  of  the  jnesent  day. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  May,  1830,  Mr.  Blake  went  to  I^\iirricld  Center, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk-  in  a  i^^eneral  store.  ]3radley  Bar- 
lo'w  had  written  to  A.  B.  Larabee,  who  was  teaching  school  at  Swan- 
ton,  asking,'  if  he  had  a  pupil  competent  and  honest  to  fill  the  j^osition 
of  clerk"  in  his  store.  Mi'.  Larab^-e  recommended  our  subject,  who  held 
the  place  till  December  19,  1833.  xht^n  taught  the  district  school  at 

Fairfield  for  four  months  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Returning  to  Swan- 
ton  in  the  spring  of  1834  he  formed  a  }X'irtnershii)  with  Alonzo  Green, 
and  purchased  of  Gardiner  Green  the  remains  of  a  stock  of  goods  in  a 
store  at  East  Swanton.  The  tli  ni  replenished  the  stock  with  purchases 
made  in  Troy  and  New  ^'orl^,  ami  also  manufactured  pearl  ashes.  iJur- 
ing  the  \'ear  1835  Gardiner  Green  became  a  member  of  the  firm,  and 
the  corner  brick  store  at  Swanton  Falls,  now  occui)ied  b\'  C.  D.  Rublee 
(1891),  was  hired  from  S.  W.  S.  S.  Ke\-es.  The  latter  store  was 
opened  in  Ma)',  1835,  Gardiner  Green  and  Mr.  Bkil'Ce  having  charge, 
while  Alonzo  Green  had  cliarge  of  the  store  at  East  Swanton.  In  1837 
Mr.  Blake  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  brother  Joseph  and  came  to 
St.  Albans,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  T.  W.  Smith,  the  firm 
name  being  Smith  &  Blake,  dealing  in  general  merchandise.  In  the  fall 
of  1839  Mr.  I)lal:e  transferred  his  interest  to  his  partner,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  in  connection  with  his  brother  Joscjjh  he  engaged  in  business 
in  Swanton  under  the  name  of  J.  &  W.  H.  Blak'e.  This  firm  continued 
in  business  till  1853,  when  ihcy  sold  to  George  Barnc\'.  In  1854  Mr. 
Blake  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Barne\',  not  oiil)-  in  the  sale  of  general 
merchandise,  but  also  in  the  marble  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
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Blake  &  Barney,  which  was  dissolved  in  1S57.  From  the  latter  date 
until  the  present  time  Mr.  Blake  has  been  engaged  in  farming,  except- 
ing during  the  years  1859-60,  wlien  he  was  in  the  slaughtering  and 
wool  business  at  Cleveland,  O. 

In  politics  Judge  Blake  was  originally  a  Democrat,  but  joined  the 
Free  Soilers,  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republican  part}'  became 
one  of  its  early  members.  Me  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  many  offices 
of  j)ublic  trust.  Mc  was  count)'  comniissioncr  in  I  85.4-55,  state  senator 
in  1855-56,  assistant  judge  of  the  Count}'  Courts  in  1874-75,  town  treas- 
urer from  1872  to  1882,  deputy  collector  of  customs  from  186 1  to  1 87  I, 
justice  of  the  peace  for  ten  years,  town  lister  for  al)out  eight  years,  c'nid 
selectman  in  1853-5.},  1861-63,  i^^Si  iS67,and  1869,  and  during  most 
of  this  time  was  chairman  of  the  board.  He  was  for  ten  years  juror  and 
county  grantl  juror,  and  was  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
erect  the  soldieis'  monument  in  .Swanton.  which  he  was  authorized  to 
purchase.  Judge  Blake  is  one  of  the  present  trustees  of  the  R.  L.  Bar- 
ney fund,  which  amounts  to  $20,000.  He  married,  December  7,  1837, 
Ann  h^liza,  daughter  of  Tliomas  and  Mar\'  (Manzer)  Clark,  who  was  born 
in  Swanton.  .September  20,  I  8  l  6.  The}' have  had  two  children:  I\Iar}', 
wife  of  Dr.  1{.  H.  Rawson,  a  practicing  ph}'sician  of  Des  Moines,  la.,  and 
Clark  Hamilton,  who  married  Caroline  Bell,  and  has  two  daughters, 
C^ara  r>ell  and  Anna.  Hie}'  reside  with  Judge  J^lake  in  Swanton.  On 
December  7,  1887,  the  Judge  and  Mrs.  Blake  celebrated  their  golden 
wedding,  but  the  latter  after  many  years  of  usefulness  departed  this  life 
on  I'Y'bruary  16,  i  891 . 


/ELTON.  Hon.  OTIS  XELSOX,  was  born  in  Montgomery,  April 


J[\^  3,  1844,  and  is  the  eldest  son  in  a  famih'  of  nine  children  of  Otis  L. 
and  Sarah  L.  (Newcomb)  Kelton.  Otis  L.  was  born  in  Warwick,  Mass., 
December  16,  1805,  and  married,  December  13,  1842,  the  daughter  of 
Giles  and  Lurana  Newcomb,  of  Waterbury,  Vt.  He  was  a  miller  and 
farmer,  and  in  earl}'  life  removed  to  Calais,  Yt.,  and  in  1833  settled 
at  Montgomery  Center.  Otis  X.  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  an  academy  at  Brandon,  Vt.,  and  studied  book-keeping 
at  Eastman  Ikisiness  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  X^.  Y.     He  commenced 
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tlie  study  of  law  with  J.  S.  Tiipper,  of  Montf^omcry,  and  was  adinilted 
to  the  Franklin  County*l>ar  at  the  September  term  of  court  in  1877. 
He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Montgomery  in  the 
same  year,  wliere  he  has  since  continued.  A  Rcpubh'can  in  politics  he 
represented  Montgomery  in  .the  lower  house  of  the  le<;islature  in  1874 
and  1876,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  1882.  He  has  been  tow  n 
clerk  since  1879,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Count}-  J5oard  of  hiducation. 
Mr.  Kelton  married,  Septemlxr  I  I,  187^,  Harriet  Ix,  daughter  of  Joshua 
and  h\nnny  (Smith)  Clapp.  'Yhcy  have  four  children:  Va'zi  L.,bojn 
January  31,  1S74;  ilallie  C,  born  Januar)'  25,  1876;  h^annie  C,  born 
February  28,  1878;  and  h'rank  C,  born  November  25,  1881. 

BORFl'.V.  ISAAC  SALTFR,  was  born  in  England,  December  9, 
1856.  lie  was  the  second  son  of  William  }^uckstone  ]5orley  and 
Clara  Taylor,  and  was  educated  at  Greenwich.  He  came  to  this  C(nintry 
at  the  age  of  tuenl)'-onc  and  located  at  St.  Albans,  \^t.  His  business 
career  in  America  began  as  frei;;ht  customs  clerk  for  the  Central  \'er- 
mont  Railroad.  He  remained  in  this  ]>osition  five  years,  and  then  pur- 
cliased  a  half-interest  in  an  insurance  agency  at  St.  Albans.  Soon  after 
he  purchased  his  partner's  share,  and  ever  since  has  been  sole  proprietor 
of  tlie  large  business  which  is  so  widelv'  known  throughout  the  country. 
In  a  very  short  time  he  became  recognized  as  tlie  ablest  insurance  man 
in  the  state.  He  has  e\er  been  a  persistent  and  tireless  work'cr  in  ele- 
vating the  insurance  profession  tc^  the  first  rank  in  the  business  life  of 
Vermont,  and  as  a  recognition  of  liis  abilit}'  several  large  companies 
have  made  him  manager  for  the  state.  He  is,  in  short,  a  thoroughly 
self  made  man,  and  his  word  in  business  circles  lias  ahva}-s  been  consid- 
ered as  good  as  his  bond.  His  high  moral  character  and  stern  integrity 
are  be\'ond  all  question.  His  sound  judgment  and  keen  }:)erception 
make  his  advice  often  sought,  and  he  is  frequently  called  upon  to  decide 
important  matters  outside  the  province  of  his  own  business. 

In  1884  he  married  Rosina  E.,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  H.  H. 
Bowman,  of  St.  Albans.  She  liveci  but  three  years  after  their  marriage. 
Although  born  in  l^ngland  Mr.  l^orley  is  thdroughl}'  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  American  patriotism,  and  continually  demonstrates  the  warmest 
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S)'nipatliy  for  our  republican  institutions.  His  public  spirit  and  benevo- 
lence are  widely  known,  and  many  public  iitstilulions  of  charit)'  can 
testify  t(^  his  g"enerosity.  He  lias  been  vice-president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Life  Underwriters  of  the  United  States;  fu'st  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  Vermont  Life  Underwriters'  Association, 
which  was  organized  through  his  individual  efforts,  and  which  is  now  an 
honor  to  the  state  ;  and  was  for  several  \'ears  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  l^^ranklin  County  15oard  of  Underwriters.  He  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  oidcr,  the  Odd  I'Y^llows,  Knights  of  P\'thias.  and 
other  societies.  Local  organizations  of  several  towns  throughout  the 
state,  and  even  in  other  slates,  have  testified  to  his  popularity  b}'  elect- 
ing him  to  honorary  membership.  Modest  of  his  success  in  business 
life,  it  is  his  greatest  pride  to  be  considered  an  American. 


JEWIHT,  Col.  A.  B.,  who  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  I\Larch  20.  i  S49, 
was  the  second  son  and  child  of  T.leazer  and  Dorothy  (Abell)  Jewett. 
His  boyhood  da\'s  were  sj)ent  on  his  father's  farm.  He  attended  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  on  attaining  his  maturit)'  he 
cns^a^jed  in  mercantile  business  and  came  to  Swanton  in  November, 
1S5L  He  afterwards  formed  a  partnership  with  Elisha  L.  l^arncy  and 
kept  a  general  store  at  Swanton.  The  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war 
found  him  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  but  knowing  that  his  coun- 
try was  in  danger  lie  left  his  business  and  offered  his  services  to  put 
down  the  Rebellion.  He  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  of  Com- 
pany A,  First  Regiment  of  Vermont  Volunteers,  April  27,  1S61,  and 
was  mustered  out  August  15,  1S61,  at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service. 
Colonel  Jewett  re  enlisted  August  26,  1862,  and  was  commissioned  Sep- 
tember I,  1862,  colonel  of  the  Tenth  \^ermont  Volunteers.  Owing  to 
ill  iiealth  he  was  obliged  to  resign  his  command  April  25,  1864,  and  he 
returned  to  Swanton  and  again  became  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  that  town.  During  the  year  1869  Colonel  Jewett  became  in- 
terested in  railroad  matters.  The  Portland  and  Ogdensburg  Railroad 
had  been  built  as  far  as  Johnson,  \'t.,  and  had  become  bankrupt,  work 
having  been  stopped,  and  to  all  appearance  the  project  was  hopelessly 
abandoned.    To  put  the  road  on  a  paying  basis  it  was  necessary  to  com- 
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plcte  it  from  Johnson  to  Swantoii,  and  tlicreby  make  connections  with 
(3gdensburg  and  the  far  West.  To  accomplish  this  herculean  task  Colo- 
nel Jewett  devoted  his  time  and  wholly  throuf^h  his  endeavors  was  the 
road  completed.  He  retained  his  interest  in  the  road  till  it  was  })ur- 
chased  in  the  fall  of  1SS6  by  the  l^oston  and  Lowell  Railroad. 

Colonel  Jewett's  death  occurred  March  6,  1887,  and  was  hastened  by 
his  exhausti\'e  and  untiring  work  in  the  interest  of  the  Portland  and 
Ogdensburg  Ivailroad.  His  widow,  who  was  Miss  Achsah  M.  Gifhn, 
survives  him.  1  he\'  had  two  children  :  hVances  K.,  who  died  at  the  ai;e 
of  nineteen,  and  George  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

HAVNKS,  JAMKS  MADISON,  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  April  30, 
1815.  He  is  the  second  son  of  John  and  Sophia  (I'^ellcAVs)  Ila^'nes. 
His  father  was  an  early  settler  of  St.  Albans,  and  was  a  cari)cnter- and 
joiner  by  trade.  He  emigrated  to  Ohio  with  his  three  sons  in  183^-5, 
where  he  and  his  sons  John  and  Josiah  died.  James  M.  Ha}  ncs  re- 
ceived only  a  common  school  education,  and  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
his  father's  trcide.  He  remo\'ed  from  Ohio  to  his  native  town  in  184 1 
and  worked  at  tiis  trade  till  1 843,  when  he  started  a  sash  and  door  fac- 
tory at  St.  Albans  li.iy,  and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  manufac- 
turing industry  in  X'ermont.  He  carried  on  this  business  successfully 
for  twenty  )'ears,  emplo}'ing  from  eight  to  tweKx  hands,  uhen  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  connec- 
tion with  fruit  growing.  Mr.  Haynes  started  in  life  with  no  ready 
capital,  but  by  perseverance  and  industr\'  he  has  obtained  a  comfortable 
fortune.  He  is  a  natural  mechanic;  his  house  and  outbuildings,  besides 
a  number  of  pieces  of  furniture,  are  products  of  his  handiwork.  He  is 
a  generous  and  public  spirited  man,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Universalist  church  of  St.  Albans,  his  donations  to  that  societ)'  aggre- 
gating over  $4,000.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Democrat,  but  since 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  affiliated  with  that 
body.  He  married,  October  31,  1 841,  Esther  Tuller,  who  was  born  in 
St.  Albans,  September  13,  1814,  and  they  have  had  three  children,  viz.: 
Theron  B.,  born  July  4,  1843,  ^^^^  September  23,  1847;  Volna  B.,  born 
June  5,  1S45,  October  2,  1847;  /^fred  M.,  born  November  9, 
1831,  died  May  i,  1868.  ^" 
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HALL,  Col.  ALFRl-^D  A.,  was  born  in  Athens,  Windham  count}', 
Vl.,  December  31,  iS.jS.  His  boyhood  days  were  passed  witli  liis 
parents,  R.  H.  and  M.  Ji^.  llall,  upon  a  small  farm  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  attended  the  common  schools  until  })repared  to  enter  upon  a 
course  of  study  in  Lcland  and  Gray  Seminary  in  Townshend,  Vt.  Cir- 
cumstances preventing  the  attainment  of  a  long  cherished  desire  of  en- 
tering college,  he  commenced  the  stud\'  of  law  in  the  office  of  Davis  & 
Adams  in  St.  Albans  in  1S70.  At  the  April  term  of  1S73  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Franklin  county,  .'ind  later  to  practice  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  state  and  the  United  States  courts.  In  1874  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  W.  I).  Wilson,  escp,  in  St.  Albans,  where  he 
has  since  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  mark'ed  success, 
earning  for  himself  high  rank  as  an  able  and  conscientious  lawyer. 

Colonel  Hall  is  as  prominent  in  social,  militar\',  and  })olitical  circles  as 
lie  is  among  his  professional  brethren.  He  has  been  repeatedly  called 
u])on  to  ]->residc  over  the  annual  and  special  meetings  of  his  townsmen; 
has  been  twice  elected  ]:>resident  of  the  boai  d  of  trustees  of  the  village  of 
St.  Albans,  has  ser\-ed  as  village  c(;rporation  counsel  many  years,  and 
was  state's  attorney  of  h^ranldin  count)'  for  two  years;  in  every  instance 
winning  tli>tinction  for  himself  and  reflecting  honor  upon  his  ct)nstitu- 
ency.  Ever  since  his  academical  days,  when  his  winters  were  occupied 
with  teaching  district  schools,  he  has  been  deej^ly  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters.  Vov  man\'  )'ears  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  adopted  town, — a  portion  of  the  time  its  chairman, — and  has 
labored  earnestly  with  the  aid  of  his  associates  to  bring  the  schools,  with 
which  he  is  thus  so  closely  identified,  to  the  high  state  of  excellence 
and  proficienc)'  for  which  they  are  now  noted.  He  is  at  present  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Franklin  County  Grammar  School.  A  descendant 
of  Revolutionar\-  stock  he  is  strongly  imbued  with  military  tendencies, 
and  has  naturall}-  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  support  and  devel- 
opment of  the  state  militia.  In  1876  he  was  enrolled  as  a  private  in  the 
famous  Ransom  Guards  of  St.  Albans,  and  retained  an  active  member- 
ship until  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the  non  commissioned  staff,  from 
which  he  was  ad\-anccd  to  the  commissioned  staff  of  the  l^^irst  Regiment 
N.  G  \\  In  1884  he  was  appointed  upon  the  staff  of  Gov.  Samuel  E. 
Ringree,  with  the  rank  of  colonel  and  Ai.  L).  C,  and  in  1876  closed  an 
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active  ten  years'  service  witli  weJl  earned  honors.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Sons  of  the  American  Revohition. 

Amid  the  multifarious  duties  of  an  otliervvise  busy  Hfe  Colonel  HaJ^l 
has  found  time  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  splendid  ability  and  untiring 
energy  to  the  advancement  of  Free  Masonry  in  his  native  state.  In  fact 
the  history  of  his  Masonic  career  is  in  no  small  measure  the  history  of 
the  institution  itself  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  When  barely  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  he  A\'a3  brought  to  Masonic  light  in  Blazing  Star 
Lodge,  No.  23,  in  Townshend,  Vt.  Soon  after  his  removal  to  St.  Al- 
bans he  was  admitted  to  Franklin  Lodge,  No.  4,  of  which  he  was  elected 
junior  warden  in  1872  and  worshipful  master  in  1873,  1874,  and  1S75. 
In  1876  he  was  appointed  grand  lecturer  by  Grand  Master  Henry  H. 
Smith,  serving  three  years,  and  at  once  sprang  into  prominence  before 
the  craft  in  general  by  his  intelligent  and  indefatigable  eftbrts  to  evolve 
order  from  the  chaos  n-hich  marked  the  ritualistic  work  of  that  day,  and 
by  his  familiarity  with  Masonic  law  and  jurisprudence  and  the  usages  and 
customs  of  the  craft.  In  1 88  I  lie  was  elected  grand  junior  warden  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  adx^ancing  through  the  chairs  rt-tired  from  the  Grand 
East  in  18S9  after  a  bi  illiant  administration  of  two  years  as  grand  mas- 
ter. He  received  the  chivalric  orders  of  knighthood  in  1876  in  Lafayette 
Commandery^  then  located  at  Swanton.  As  a  member  of  this  organiza- 
tion,and  later  as  its  eminent  commander,  he  was  instrumental  in  making 
it  one  of  the  most  flourishing  commanderies  in  the  state.  In  1882  he  was 
elected  grand  generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  in  1883  and 
in  1884  grand  commander,  leaving  a  record  never  excelled  in  that  high 
office.  In  1883  he  represented  the  Grand  Commandery  at  the  Trien- 
nial at  San  Francisco,  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  representative  of 
the  grand  master  of  Knights  Templar  for  the  district  comprising  New 
York,  Vermont,  and  Connecticut.  Colonel  Hall  is  not  without  distinc- 
tion in  the  Cryptic  Rite,  having  received  the  degrees  in  Coluinbus 
Council,  R.  and  S.  M.,  of  St.  Albans,  and  having  served  as  thrice  illus- 
trious master  several  years.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Veteran  Masonic  Association  of  Vermont,  and  was  its  first 
venerable  chief.  He  has  also  attained  to  the  tliirty- third  and  highest 
degree  A.  A.  S.  R.  He  was  first  in  Vermont  to  have  been  elected  grand 
master,  grand  high  priest,  and  grand  commander,  and  this  sketch  would 
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be  incomplete  without  further  reference  to  his  valuable  labors  in  tlie 
several  grand  i\Iasonic  bodies.  From  his  first  appearance  upon  the  floor 
of  each  he  has  been  prominent  in  their  deliberations,  and  by  continuous 
service  upon  committees,  notably  of  jurisprudence,  has  left  the  impress 
of  his  wisdom  and  culture  upon  the  most  important'  legislation.  A 
fluent  and  pleasing  speaker,  a  terse  and  ready  writer,  he  not  only  has 
done  much  in  his  public  and  private  addresses  and  writings  to  dissem- 
inate light  and  instruction  among  his  brethren,  but  also  to  elevate  the 
standard  of  Free  Masonry  before  the  world  at  large. 

In  the  private  walks  of  life  Colonel  Hall  is  genial  and  sincere,  a 
staunch  friend,  and  a  loyal  citizen.  In  his  domestic  life  he  is  blessed 
with  a  devoted  wife,  ncc  Abbie  L.  Austin,  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1874,  and  two  bright  and  promising  sons,  viz.:  Harrie 
Vaughan,  aged  thirteen  years,  and  Le  Roy  Austin,  aged  three  years. 


PAIGE,  STEPH]^:N  WILSON,  M.D.,  was  born  in  I^arnet,  Vt.,  Au- 
gust 18,  1852,  and  is  the  seventh  son  and  eighth  child  in  a  family 
of  ten  children  of  Stephen  Peabody  and  Susan  (Clifford)  I^aige.  His 
father  was  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  and  the  doctor's  early  education 
was  obtained  at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town.  He  never  re- 
ceived an  academical  course  of  study,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  entered 
mercantile  life  as  book-kee[)er  for  E.  &  T.  Fairbanks  in  their  general 
store  at  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt.  He  remained  in  their  employ  till  1878,  and 
by  strict  economy  he  saved  enough  to  commence  the  study  of  his  cho- 
sen profession.  After  finishing  his  business  career  at  St.  Johnsbury 
he  was  employed  for  the  following  two  years  by  Park  &  Robinson, 
w^holesale  grocers  of  Montpelier,  Vt.  During  this  time  by  constant 
■  study  he  was  fitting  himself  for  the  medical  profession.  In  1 88 1  the 
doctor  went  to  Barre,  Vt.,  and  became  a  student  in  the  office  of  Prof 
J.  Plenry  Jackson,  who  was  one  of  the  faculty  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont. He  remained  in  Professor  Jackson's  office  till  the  spring  of  1882, 
when  he  entered  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
and  graduated  from  therein  1884.  In  October  of  the' latter  year  he 
went  to  New  York  city  and  was  instructed  in  clinical  medicine  and  sur- 
^  gery  at  the  various  hospitals  of  that  city.    In  the  spring  of  188$  he 
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commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  St.  Albans,  where  he  is  now 
located.  During  the  small  pox  epidemic  at  Montreal  in  the  fall  of  1 885 
Dr.  Paige  was  appointed  by  the  government  on  the  quarantine  staff, 
his  duties  being  the  inspection  of  passengers  traveling  between  Canada 
and  the  states.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  and  County  Medical  So- 
cieties, and  is  one  of  the  attending  physicians  for  the  Warner's  Home 
for  Little  Wanderers  of  St.  Albans.  The  doctor  is  a  prominent  Mason, 
having  received  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite;  he  is  a 
member  of  Passumsic  Lodge,  No.  27,  F.  and  A.  M.,  PLiswell  Chapter, 
No.  II,  R.  A.  M.,  Montpelier  Council,  R.  and  S.  M.,  and  Palestine  Com- 
mandery,  No.  5,  K.  T.  He  is  also  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a  member  of  the 
Delta  Mu  Society  of  the  University  of  Vermont.  In  politics  a  Repub- 
lican, he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  public  office. 

BALLARD,  ORRIS.  The  first  settler  in  Georgia  of  the  branch  of 
the  Ballard  family  from  which  our  subject  is  descended  was  -Joseph 
Ballard,  who  removed  from  Tinmouth,  Yt.,  to  that  town  and  located  on 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occujMed  by  his  grandson,  Joseph  Ballard.  The 
pioneer  settler  was  born  in  Connecticut,  February  7,  1766,  and  married, 
November  14,  1793,  Polly  Loomis.  The  latter  was  also  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, where  she  was  born  May  5,  1775.  Their  children  were  Laura, 
who. married  Truman  Chase,  and  died  in  Westford,  Vt.;  Orin,  who  died 
in  the  West;  Joseph,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who  died  at  Norwallc,  Conn.; 
Hivam,  who  died  in  Georgia  ;  E.  Miranda,  who  married  Isaac  Chase, 
and  died  at  Westford,  Yt.;  Rion  W.,  who  died  at  Milton,  Yt.;  Orris; 
Royal  T.,  who  resides  in  Fairfax,  Yt.;  Polly,  who  was  married,  first,  to 
Churchill  Hickok,  and  second,  to  Charles  Darling,  and  died  in  Milton,  Yt.; 
and  Loomis,  who  died  in  New  York  state.  Joseph,  the  pioneer,  died 
in  Georgia,  April  11,  1836,  and  his  wife  September  27,  1847.  Orris 
Ballard  was  born  in  Georgia,  July  7,  1808,  and  married, .September  20, 
1836,  Chloe  P.  Jocelyn,  a  native  of  Georgia.  Their  children  were  all 
born  in  Georgia,  and  arc  as  follows:  First,  Joseph,  born  July  8,  1838, 
married  Augusta  Kingsle)'.  He  is  a  farmer  in  Georgia,  and  has  four 
children,  viz.:  Bert,  Julian,  Jessie,  and  George.  Second,  George  A.,  born 
October  28,  1839,  married  Palmyra  L.  Witters,  and  has  two  children. 
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Rolla  C.  and  Mabel  U.  He  is  an  attorney  at  Fairfax,  Vt.  Third, 
Henry,  born  June  1 6,  1841,  is  a  farmer  at  Oxford,  Furnace  count}',  Neb. 
Fourth,  Chloe  PrisciUa,  wife  of  Judson  Carr,  of  Georgia.  Fifth,  Emily, 
wife  of  Stearns  }3oydcn,  and  resides  in  Geor^n'a.  Sixth,  Orris,  born 
January  12,  1849,  niarried  Caira  Wightman,  and  has^one  child,  Josie, 
He  is  a  farmer  and  customs  house  official,  and  resides  in  Georgia.  Orris 
Ballard  was  a  staunch  member  of  the  Republican  part}\  He  died  in 
Georgia  in  May,  1880,  and  his  wife  November  17,  1874. 


BRIGHAM,  PETER  BENT,  was  born  at  Bakersfield,  Vt.,  on  the  4th 
of  February,  J807.  His  father  was  Uriah  Brigham  and  his  motlier 
was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Josiah  I'^ay.  His  father  died  leaving  several 
children  wholly  dependent  upon  their  mother  and  their  own  exertions  for 
their  support.  At  that  time  the  subject  of  this  memoir  was  in  his  early 
youth.  Eike  many  of  our  foremost  citizens  the  boy  set  forth  from  his 
home  without  money,  friends,  or  influence  to  seek  his  fortune. 

Experience  teaches  us  that,  with  few  exceptions,  men  retain  their 
general  characteristics  throughout  life.  It  is  often  said  that  the  child  is 
father  to  the  man,  and  we  watch  the  beginning  as  prophetic  of  the  future 
career.  But  the  converse  is  no  less  true,  for  the  developed  character  of 
mature  manhood  throws  a  light  upon  the  acts  and  efforts  of  childhood 
and  youth.  And  so  in  this  case.  The  fortitude,  the  indomitable  self- 
reliance,  the  patience,  vigor,  and  integrity  of  the  prominent  and  success- 
ful citizen  of  J^oftton  were  the  same  which  guided  the  }'oung  country  lad 
as  he  set  out  from  his  home  through  a  comparative  wilderness  for  a  dis- 
tant city,  that  he  might  relieve  his  widowed  mother  from  the  care  and 
expense  of  liis  support  and  gain  for  himself  a  name  and  a  fortune. 

The  first  part  of  his  journey  was  on  the  back  of  an  old  broken-down 
horse,  with  saddle-bags  containing  his  food  and  scant  apparel.  Long 
before  he  reached  his  destination  the  horse  became  useless  and  he  made 
his  way  on  foot,  and  by  working  on  a  Middlesex  Canal  boat,  to  Boston. 
By  assiduous  and  persevering  labor  in  various  occupations,  chiefly  in  the 
fish  and  oyster  business,  he  accumulated  a  little  money,  and  by  judicious 
use  of  what  he  had  gained  he  acquired  enough  to  lease  the  prominent 
restaurant  known  as  Concert  Hall,  in  Court  street,  with  which  for  many 
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years  he  was  identified.  But  his  chief  success  was  in  the  careful  pur- 
chase of  real  estate,  and  in  these  transactions  it  is  believed  that  never,  in 
a  single  instance,  did  his  judgment  fail  him.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
his  fortune,  after  deducting  all  liabilities,  was  estimated  at  about 
$1,000,000.  ^ 

Mr.  Brigham  never  sought  public  office,  but  was  deeply  interested 
in  his  adopted  home,  and  in  a  quiet  and  unostentatious  way  did  much 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  city  of  l-^oston.  He  might  easily  have 
had  office  in  any  branch  of  the  municipal  government,  for  which  in 
many  respects  he  was  peculiarly  fitted,  but  he  preferred  to  help  in  his 
private  capacity.  As  an  experienced  dealer  in  real  estate  his  judgment 
was  often  sought  by  the  city  officers,  and  especially  on  important  ques- 
tions of  street  widening  and  similar  improvements  it  was  found  to  be  of 
great  value.  He  was  one  "of  the  original  du'ectors  of  the  Fitchburg  Rail- 
road Conipan)^  and  continued  in  office  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  To 
that  corporation  he  gave  very  much  of  his  valuable  time  and  thought, 
always  ready  to  labor  for  its  interests  without  favor  or  reward. 

His  liabits  of  life  were  most  regular.  Careful  as  to  food,  and  a  total 
abstainer  from  spirituous  liquors  and  tobacco,  he  was  enabled  to  preserve 
a  robust  health,  so  necessary  in  the  arduous  labors  upon  which  he  had 
entered.  His  great  success  in  business  was,  in  a  measure,  owing  to  his 
cordial  manners  proceeding  from  a  genuine  kindness  of  heart.  It  was 
not  his  method  to  scatter  money  here  and  there  and  thus  to  relieve  his 
conscience,  but  he  sought  out  those  who  were  not  only  in  need,  but 
ready  to  help  themselves,  and  with  his  advice  and  assistance,  and  perhaps 
a  small  expenditure'  where  absolutely  necessary,  there  were  many  who 
owed  their  relief  from  poverty  to  him.  His  sympathy  for  his  fellowmen 
was  especially  illustrated  in  his  anti-slavery  sentiments  and  the  gentle 
kindness  which  he  ever  showed  to  the  negro  race.  He  was  constant  in  his 
endeavors  to  aid  them  in  obtaining  employment  and  to  relieve  the  distress 
of  those  as  to  whom  it  was  clear  to  him  that  relief  was  necessary.  Among 
his  papers  after  his  death  were  found  two  cancelled  wills,  of  dates  prior 
to  1862,  by  which  he  gave  the  bulk  of  his  estate  for  the  emancipation 
of  slaves. 

He  often  lamented  his  want  of  a  liberal  education,  which  he  could 
not  have  obtained  on  account  of  the  necessities  of  his  situation.  Ap- 
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preciating  fully  its  importance  lie  provided  by  his  will  a  large  endow- 
ment for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  an  academy  i»  his  native 
town  of  Bakersfield.  This  academy  is  now  a  most  prosperous  institu- 
tion, and  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  the  town  and  its  neighborhood. 
The  number  of  its  students  at  present  is  over  100,  and  bids  fair  to  con- 
siderably increase.  Liberal  provision  was  also  made  by  his  will  for  the 
care  and  improvement  of  the  cemetery  in  his  native  town. 

Mr.  Brigham  had  no  issue,  having  never  married,  and  the  careful 
thought  wliich  he  gave  to  the  disposition  of  his  estate  was  characteristic. 
It  was  his  firm  belief  that  it  v/as  far  better  for  any  man  with  health  and 
strength  to  earn  his  own  living,  and  that  inlierited  money  would  be  a 
hinderance  rather  than  a  benefit.  Me  therefore  was  not  willing  to  make 
provision  in  his  will  for  the  males  among  his  kindred  who  were  able  to 
earn  their  own  support.  But  for  two  of  them  who  were  disabled,  and 
for  his  nieces,  he  made  liberal  provision,  and  also  for  his  sister,  ]\Irs. 
Sarah  B.  Jacobs,  who  still  survives  him,  to  whose  industry  and  frugal 
care  and  affectionate  solicitude  for  his  welfare  he  was  much  indebted, 
wlio  was  his  companion  in  his  home,  and  to  whom  he  was  ttMiderly  at- 
tached. The  bulk  of  his  large  fortune,  howe\'er,  was  devoted  by  his 
will  to  the  establishment,  after  the  expiration  of  twenty-five  years  from 
his  death,  of  a  hospital  for  tlie  sick  poor  of  his  adopted  city.  Fourteen 
years  have  now  elapsed  and  the  estate  in  the  hands  of  his  executor  has 
increased  to  a  valuation  of  more  than  $2,000,000,  and  it  is  expected 
that  in  the  remaining  eleven  years  much  more  than  another  million  will 
be  added  by  accijrnulations,  after  payment  of  all  annuities  with  which  it 
is  charged. 

A  most  noble  and  well  directed  charity  indeed,  and  it  will  remain  as  a 
perpetual  monument  to  its  generous  founder  in  the  relief  of  what  seems  to 
be  the  sum  of  human  suftering — poverty  and  sickness  combined.  And 
wlien  we  consider  this  beneficent  disposition  of  his  property  at  the  last, 
and  the  testamentary  provision  which  at  different  times  he  had  made  for 
suffering  slaves,  may  we  not  well  think  and  believe  that  in  those  long 
years  of  patient  toil  in  gathering  his  fortune  this  benevolent  donor  liad, 
all  the  while,  a  fixed  purpose,  known  only  to  himself,  of  using  his  life 
and  strength  for  the  welfare  of  his  fellowmen? 

After  a  well-rounded  life  of  remarkable  energy  and  activity,  guided 
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by  rules  of  strict  integrity,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1877,  Peter  Bent 
Brigbam  calmly  and  bravely  laid  himself  down  to  die  in  his  own  home 
in  Boston,  at  the  allotted  age  of  three-score  years  and  ten. 


OTCHKISS,  CEPHAS  A.,  born  in  Georgia,  June  27,  1834,  was 


I  j[  the  only  child  of  Cyrus  and  Mary  (Town)  F^otchklss.  The  pioneer 
of  the  family  in  Georgia  was  James  Hotchkiss,  the  grandfather  of 
Cephas  A.  He  was  born  in  Ira,  Vt  ,  and  came  to  Georgia  from  ?Iub- 
bardston,  Vt.,  in  1798,  locating  in  the  center  of  the  town,  but  subse- 
quently removing  to  the  southern  part.  He  married  Alice  Storey  and 
had  a  family  of  six  children,  viz.:  Asenath,  who  married  Nathaniel 
Bowker  and  died  at  Potsdam,  N.  Y.;  Cyrus;  Hiram,  a  resident  of  Lena, 
Stephenson  county,  Til.  ;'  Harriet,  who  married  Albert  Bliss  and  died  at 
Freeport,  111.;  Charlotte,  who  married  Nathan  Pratt  and  died  at  Chi- 
cago, 111.;  and  James  M.  James  and  his  wife  Alice  both  died  in  Georgia. 
Cyrus,  the  eldest  son  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Georgia,  December  i,  1799, 
and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  ]'2dmund  and  Maiy  (Macumber)  Town. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  in  farming,  h^rom  1832 
to  1842  he  kept  a  store  at  West  Georgia,  at  which  place  he  was  burnt 
out.  From  1849  .1853  he  carried  on  the  sale  of  general  merchandise 
at  Georgia  Plains,  hie  was  originally  a  Douglas  Democrat,  but  on 
account  of  his  anti-slavery  sentiments  he  joined  the  Republican  part}'  at 
its  organization.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Vermont  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1858  and  1859  and  of  the  Senate  in  i860  and  1861,  and 
held  various  town' offices.  He  died  March  3,  1875.  James  M.,  the 
youngest  son  of  the  family,  was  born  in  Georgia,  May  27,  18 12,  and 
was  twice  married,  his  last  wife  being  Mrs.  Harriet  Hosford.  She  was 
a  native  of  Cambridge,  Vt.,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca 
(Whitcomb)  Storey.  They  had  one  child,  Harriet  E.,  the  present  wife 
of  Cephas  A.  Hotchkiss.  James  M.,  in  company  with  liis  brother, 
Hiram,  purchased  a  farm  in  Fairfax  in  1832,  but  afterwards  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  P><irfax,  which  he  carried  on  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  finally  removed  to  W'atcrville,  Vt.,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
merchandising  for  nineteen  years,  and  then  returned  to  Fairfax,  where 
he  carried  on  business  till  1874.    He  died  in  that  town  May  7,  1877. 
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He  represented  the  town  of  Watcrville  several  years  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture, and  was  for  two  years  state  senator  from  Lamoille  county. 

Cephas  A.  Hotchkiss,  after  attending  the  local  schools,  took  an  aca- 
demical course  at  the  Bakersfield  Academical  Institution  (usually  known 
as  the  South  Academy)  and  at  the  Lamoille  County  Academy  at  John-, 
son,  Vt.  In  1852  he  became  a  student  at  the  University  of  Vermont, 
where  he  remained  till  1855.  Since  that  time  he^has  been  engaged  in 
farming,  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  successful  agriculturists  of  his  native 
town,  his  farnis  embracing  some  575  acres.  In  politics  a  Republican, 
he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  lister  in  1S58  and  '50.  and  from  that  time 
to  the  present  has  held  some  town  office.  He  was  a.  member  of  the 
Vermont  House  of  Representati\  es  in  1 870  and  1876. 

Mr.  Hotchkiss  married,  first,  Cordelia  M.  Ladd,  by  whom  he  liad  six 
children,  viz.:  Lewis  h'rancis  and  WilHs,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy; 
and  Carlton  E.,  Bertha  M.,  C)  rus  T.,  and  IMary  C,  who  reside  at  home. 
He  married,  second,  Marian  J.  Bliss,  who  died  nine  months  after  his 
marriage.  He  married,  third,  October  12,  18S7,  Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Learned, 
7ice  Hotchkiss,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  James  I\I. 


GILIMORE,  CHARLES  C,  was  born  in  Georgia,  Vt.,  January  28, 
1859,  and  is  the  third  son  in  a  family  of  six  children  of  Dennis  and 
Nancy  (Fairbanks)  Gilmore,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  His  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Vermont.  The  father  removed  to  St.  Albans  in 
1 86 1,  and  our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of  that  town,  gradu- 
ating from  the  St  Albans  High  School.  He  then  became  a  student  at 
Eastman  Business  College  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  upon  return- 
ing to  St.  Albans  was  for  a  time  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  livery 
business.  He  finally  turned  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  trade,  and 
was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  blue  store  in  St.  Albans,  which  carried 
on  thej:lothing  trade,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  came  to 
Swanton  and  was  emplo}'ed  for  the  next  two  years  in  H.  A.  Collins's 
clothing  store  in  tliat  village.  Mr.  Gilmore  at  this  time  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  his  brother,  Frank,  under  the  firm  name  of  Charles  C. 
Gilmore  &  Co.,  and  opened  a  store  for  the  sale  of  clothing  in  Swanton. 
This  firm  continued  in  business  for  two  years,  when  Charles  G.  disposed 
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of  his  interest  to  his  brother.  About  tliis  time  a  suspender,  known  as 
the  Atwood  suspender,  had  been  patented,  and  Mr.  Gilmore's  attention 
havMng  been  called  to  it  he  made  arrangements  to  form  a  stock  company 
to  manufacture  the  article.  Mainly  through  liis  endeavors  the  .Swanton 
Suspender  Company  was  formed,  and  he  became  secretary  and  mana- 
ger of  the  corporation,  wliich  position  he  now  hold^;.  The  suspender 
has  been  introduced  all  over  the  United  States,  shipments  being  made 
to  every  state  in  the  Union.  The  capacity  of  the  works  has  been  in- 
creased over  twelve  hundred  per  cent,  since  its  commencement.  In 
1890  Mr.  Gilmore  assisted  in  forming  a  stock  company  called  the  Stand- 
ard Granite  Compan\',  which  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  monu- 
mental work  at  Swanton,  and  owns  quarries  in  Ilardwiclc  and  Wood- 
bury, Vt.  He  holds  the  positions  of  director  and  treasurer.  Jn  politics 
lie  is  a  Republican,  but  lias  never  been  an  aspirant  for  political  honors. 
He  is  also  prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic  order. 

He  married  Miss  Lillian,  daughter  of  M.  E.  and  Margaret  (Bullard) 
Sprague,  who  is  a  native  of  Addison  county,  Vt.  The\'  have  one  child, 
Marion. 


ORTON,  JOHN  G.,  the  present  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Ver- 


l\  mont  Construction  Company,  was  born  in  Canaan,  Conn.,  on  Sep- 
tember 29,  1869,  and  is  the  third  son  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to 
P.  E.  and  Sarah  A.  (Lord)  Norton.  Mis  father  removed  to  Springfield, 
Mass  ,  during  his  cliildhood,  and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the  public 
schools  at  that  city,  finishing  his  school  days  at  the  age  of  fifteen  after 
spending  some  years  at  the  Springfield  High  School.  Upon  leaving 
school  he  was  employed  b\'  R.  E.  Hawkins,  of  Springfield,  in  the  draught- 
ing department  of  his  bridge  works,  and  ^larch  29,  1887,  he  came  to 
St.  Albans  as  book-keeper  and  draughtsman  for  the  Vermont  Construc- 
tion Compan\'.  Through  his  individual  endea\  ors  he  became  conversant 
with  every  detail  of  the  company's  business,  and  liis  various  promotions 
are  the  result  of  his  complete  mastery  and  proficienc)^  of  the  practical 
science  ofbridge  building.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  since  his 
residence  in  St.  Albans  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  village. 

So  intimately  has  Mr.  Norton's  life  been  connected  with  the  history 
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and  development  of  the  Vermont  Construction  Company  that  a  sketch 
of  that  organization  will  not  be  out  of  place  here.  The  company  was 
incorporated  under  the  general  laws  of  the  slate  of  Vermont,  July  9, 
1886,  the  incorporators  being  R.  F.  Mawkins,  L.  J.  Powers,  jr.,  of  Spring- 
field. i\Iass.  ;  George  A.  Ayres,  of  St.  Albans;  C.  F.  Babbitt,  of  West 
Winsted,  Conn.  ;  and  E.  M.  Babbitt,  of  Campton,  N.  H.  The  capital 
stock  consisted  01250  shares  at  a  par  value  of  $100  a  share.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  incorporators  was  held  at  St.  Albans,  August  3,  1886, 
and  after  the  adoption  of  a  code  of  by-la\\s  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  R.  F.  Hawkins,  president ;  L  J.  Powers,  jr.,  vice-president  and 
treasurer;  George  A.  A)-res,  manager;  and  a  board  of  directors  con- 
sisting of  the  incorporators  of  the  company. 

Previous  to  the  formation  of  the  company  R.  F.  Haw  kins  had  started 
a  branch  of  his  Springfield  works  at  St.  Albans,  which  were  in  a  build- 
ing formerly  used  by  the  St.  Albans  Iron  and  Steel  Works,  located  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  tracks.  These  assets 
were  transferred  by  Mr.  Hawkins  to  the  Vermont  Construction  Com- 
pan}%  and  the  manufacture  of  iron  and  steel  bridges  for  railway  and  high- 
way purposes  was  soon  conmienced.  Employment  was  given  to  about 
si.xty  hands.  Since  the  organization  the  following  changes  have  been 
made  in  its  officials:  On  September  4,  I  886,  L.  J.  Powers,  jr.,  resigned 
as  vice-president  at^d  treasurer,  and  S.  W.  Bowles,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
was  elected  to  the  position  of  treasurer,  and  Guy  Noble,  of  St.  Albans, 
was  made  vice  president.  I^oth  of  these  gentlemen  were  members  of  the 
board  of  directors.  Mr.  ]^)Owles  resigned  March  6,  1888,  and  D.  E.  Brad- 
ley was  electeA.1  secretary,  treasurer,  and  manager.  On  the  same  date 
George  A.  Ayres  was  elected  vice-president,  which  vacancy  was  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Noble.  The  resignation  of  Mr.  Ayres  as  vice- 
president  was  accepted  February  8,  1889,  and  Paul  R.  Hawkins,  of 
Springfield,  ]\Iass.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  At  the  same  meeting 
John  G.  Norton  was  elected  clerk  of  the  corporation,  and  at  a  meeting 
held  December  i,  1890,  the  resignation  of  D.  E.  Bradley  was  accepted 
as  secreta/)'  ^^nd  treasurer,  and  John  G.  Norton  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  On  the  same  date  D.  E.  Bradley  was  elected  vice-president. 
Mr.  Bradley  filled  the  position  until  April  i,  1891,  when  he  resigned  and 
Mr.  Hawkins  was  again  elected  vice-president.    On  the  same  date  John 
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G.  Norton  was  elected  one  of  the  board  of  directors  and  manager.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company,  by  a  vote  of  the  stockliolders  at  a  meet- 
ing held  February  17,  1S90,  was  increased  to  $50,000.  The  works 
occupied  pro\'ing-  inadequate  for  the  busin.css  of  the  company  nego- 
tiations were  entered  into  looking  to  their  removal,  but  satisfactory 
arrangements  were  made  with  the  town  of  St.  Albans  and  the  present 
location  was  leased  from  the  Central  Vermont  l^ailroad,  December  i, 
1890,  and  buildings  erected.  The  main  shop  is  a  two- story  building 
180x63  feet,  to  whicli  is  connected  a  machine  shop  45x30  feet.  There 
is  also  a  handsome  and  commodious  office  building  on  the  plant  and  a 
tool  and  supply  room  50x30.  Their  present  works  are  thoroughly 
equipped  with  new  and  impro\-ed  machinery  operated  by  a  Marris- 
Corliss  engine  of  125  horse- powei'.  This  is  the  only  bridge  building 
company  in  Northern  New  England,  and  thc}^  arc  designers  and  manu- 
facturers of  iron  and  steel  bridges  for  railroads  and  highways,  and  also 
viaducts,  girders,  turn-tables,  iron  roofs,  iron  piers,  trestles,  and  every 
variety  of  iron  construction  and  iron  and  steel  structural  work.  The 
capacit}^  of  the  works  has  been  doubled  and  emplo)'ment  is  now  given 
to  I  30  hands,  and  under  the  present  manager  the  business  has  increased 
over  one  hundred  percent.  Among  the  notable  bridges  erected  by  this 
company  is  mentioned  the  following:  The  largest  bridge  in  New  ]'2ng- 
land,  2,000  feet  long,  crossing  the  east  channel  of  Lake  Champlain  and 
connecting  the  island  town  of  North  Hero  with  the  mainland,  forms 
one  of  the  series  of  bridges  which  connects  the  different  towns  of  Grand 
Isje  count}'.  It  was  built  in  1S86  and  opened  to  the  public  in  that  3'ear 
with  appropriate  ceremonies,  the  governor  and  members  of  the  state 
legislature  being  present,  the  legislature  having  adjourned  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  breakwater  at  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.,  was  built  under  govern- 
ment contract.  The  Hartford  bridge  of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad, 
650  feet  long,  tested  with  twelve  locomolix-es  whose  combined  weight 
was  854  tons;  Clark  bridge,  Williston,  Central  V^ermont  Railroad,  6co 
feet  long;  West  River  railroad  bridge  near  Brattleboro,  one  span  223 
feet  and  another  of  i  10  feet  ;  highway  bridge  330  feet  long,  crossing  the 
Missisquoi  River  at  Sheldon,  Vt. ;  Miller's  Falls  railroad  bridge,  N.  L.  N., 
572  feet;  bridge  over  Deerfield  River  at  Shelburne,  Mass.,  31S  feet  long. 
The  company,  by  the  energy  and  business  qualifications  of  its  represent- 
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atives,  lias  been  successful  not  onh'  in  obtaining  large  contracts  in  their 
immediate  vicinity,  but  has  built  a  lar^^e  number  of  bridg^es  for  railroads 
and  farms  in  the  Western  and  Southern  states. 


HAZELTINE,  Gen.  SILAS  BERKLEY,  was  born  in  Templeton, 
Mass.,  July  23,  1790.  His  father,  Col.  Silas  Hazeltine,  graduated 
from  Yale  College,  September  8,  1779,  and  married  Hannah,  the  fourth 
child  and  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Dealk)  Baker.  Joseph  Baker 
was  born  in  Massachusetts,  May  19,  1736,  and  about  1790  purchased,  for 
£S00,  10,000  acres  of  land  in  Bakersfield,  the  town  being  named  after 
him.  Tliis  purchase  embarrassed  him  financially,  and  March  i,  1800, 
his  son-in-law,  Col.  vSilas  Hazeltine,  removed  from  Massachusetts  and 
received  a  deed  of  620- acres  of  land,  which  embraced  nearly  all  of  the 
present  village  of  j^akersficld,  for  which  he  gave  a  bond  for  the  life 
maintenance  of  Joseph  Baker  and  wife.  The  former  died  in  Massachu- 
setts, November  9,  181  I.  Colonel  Hazeltine  was  engaged  for  a  number 
of  years  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  had  five  children,  viz.:  Silas 
Berkley,  Mrs.  Asa  Dean,  Mrs.  Rensselaer  Reed,  I\Irs.  Amos  Towne,  M.D., 
and  Mrs.  Hon.  David  Reed.  He  was  an  active  member  of  society  and 
participated  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  town  up  to  the  time  of  is  death, 
which  occurred  June  15,  1814,  aged  fifty  five  years. 

Gen.  Silas  B.  Hazeltine  received  a  fair  English  education,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  early  settlement  of  the  town 
he  did  not  secure  the  classical  course  originally  designed  by  his  father. 
He  attended  the' high  school  at  Burlington,  where  he  learned  the  ele- 
ments of  surveying,  which  pro\'ed  of  great  practical  use  in  after  life. 
He  early  became  interested  in  military  matters,  iand  May  16,  1 81  2,  he 
was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Jonas  Galusha  ensign  of  the  Fourth  Com- 
pany of  Infantr}',  Third  Regiment,  of  the  militia  of  the  state,  and  Sep- 
tember 18,  1817,  he  was  promoted  captain  of  the  same  company,  which 
]at1;er  position  he  held  till  July  4,  1820,  when  he  was  made  major  of  the 
Third  Regiment,  August  28,  1822,  he  was  promoted  to  I'eutenant- 
colonel  of  the  same  regiment,  which  office  he  held  till  October  29,  1841, 
when  he  was  commissioned  brigadier-general  of  the  First  Brigade,  Sec- 
ond Division,  of  Vermont  state  militia.    He  resigned  October  29,  1841, 
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and,  thougli  always  interested,  he  never  afterwards  took  an  active  part  in 
the  mihtary  affairs  of  the  state.  Politically  General  Hazcltine  was  orig- 
inally a  r>deralist,  but  in  1827  he  became  a  Jacksonian  Democrat,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  he  was  an  ardent  and  energetic  worker  in 
the  Democratic  party.  He  represented  Bakersfield  in  the  legislatures 
of  1821-22,  1824,  1827,  1833,  and  1837.  January,  1822,  at  a  spe- 
cial town  meeting  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  and  was  re  elected  fifty- 
seven  times,  and  during  the  fifty- eight  elections  he  never  had  but  one 
opposing  candidate.  His  first  record  as  town  clerk  was  made  Janu- 
ary 20,  1822;  his  last  February  i,  1879;  thus  completing  a  period  of 
fi fly-seven  years  and  ten  days  as  town  clerk.  The  records  during  this 
time  are  all,  save  town  deeds,  in  his  handwriting,  and  are  noted  for  their 
neatness,  legibility,  and  correctness.  He  was  president  of  the  board  of 
t-i  ustees  of  J^akersfield  North  Academy  from  its  organization. 

General  Hazcltine  married,  January  10,  18 1 8,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hill,  and 
fifty  years  afterwards  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  They  had 
three  children  :  Harriet  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  April,  1848,  aged 
twenty-four  years  ;  Emily  Maria,  who  married  Rev.  Harry  J.  Moore, 
and  died  in  ]3akcrsfield  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years  ;  and  Charlotte  M., 
widow  of  James  Monroe  Dean,  who  resides  in  Swanton,  Vt.  The  latter 
is  the  last  living  descendant  of  the  family,  and  through  her  kindness  we 
are  enabled  to  preserve  a  likeness  of  her  father  in  the  history  of  the 
count)^  with  which  he  was  for  so  many  years  identified.  General  Hazel- 
tine  finished  a  bus\'  and  active  life  February  21,  1879. 


ASON,  ALVIN  H.,  was  born  in  Swanton,  Vt,  April  27,  1817. 


J_Y1  His  father,  John  Mason,  was  born  in  I^arre,  IMass.,  in  1782,  and  at 
the  age  of  two  years  came  with  his  mother  to  Swanton.  He  was  a 
farmer,  and  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Daniel  Wood,  of  that  town. 
Their  children  were  William  W.,  John  A.,  Philemon  C.,  Curtis,  Alvin 
H.,  Augustus  S.,  George  C,  Paulina  B.,  Addison  P.  (now  a  resident  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.),  and  Jasper  B.  (who  resides  in  Ottawa,  Kan.).  John  died 
in  Swanton  in  186S. 

Alvin  H.  Mason  married,  in  May,  1847,  Martha,  daughter  of  John 
and  Pamelia  (Drury)  Barr,  of  Highgate.    They  have  had  four  children: 
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Curtis  P.,  a  resident  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utali  ;  INIinnie  E.,  wife  of  D.  D. 
Burdett,  of  Pittsford,  Vt.;  and  John  B.  and  William  A.,  who  botli  died 
young.  Mr.  Mason  has  always  resided  in  Franklin  county,  and  lias 
been  a  merchant  and  fariner,  but  has  now  retired  from  active  business. 
For  eleven  years  he  was  sherift'and  deputy  sheriff  of  the  county. 


BELL,  FRh^EBORN  E.,  who  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  V^t.,  January  6, 
l8i6,  was  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  John  and 
Siba  (Patten)  Bell.  John  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town  of  St.  Al- 
bans, and  was  a  native  of  Lyme,  Vt.  The  brother  and  sisters  of  Free- 
born E.  l^ell  were  Elizabeth,  who  married  Joseph  IMerry,  and  died  in 
Illinois;  William,  who  died  in  Swanton  ;  Martha  N.,  who  married  Joseph 
Garwood,  and  died  at  Monroe,  Mich.;  Mehitable,  who  married  Daniel  P. 
Corliss,  and  dicel  in  Swanton  ;  Caroline,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years;  and  Lenora,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years.  Mrs.  Martha 
N.  Garwood  \\'as  a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
for  fifty  years  or  more,  and  a  teacher  or  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  during  the  same  time.  Mr.  l^ell  was  reared  on  the  larm  and  has 
always  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  has  always  been  a 
resident  of  St.  Albans  with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  Michi- 
gan and  Illinois,  when  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age.  His  education 
was  limited  to  the  local  schools.  Mr.  l^ell  is  an  example  of  what  Yer- 
mont  farmers  can  accomplish:  a  practical,  self-made  man,  he  is  to-day 
the  possessor  of  1,500  acres  of  land  located  in  Franklin  and  the  adjoin- 
in.g  counties.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ransom  Guards  of  St.  Albans, 
and  served  on  the  frontier  under  United  States  authorit)'  during  the 
so-called  Patriot  war  of  i  S3 7-39. 

July  13,  1847,  married  Sarah  Purmort,  who  was  born  in  Georgia, 
November  6,  i  8  19,  and  by  her  had  the  following  children :  Abner  P.,  who 
died  in  Kansas,  and  whose  widow  and  three  children  reside  in  Swanton; 
Caroline  A.  (Mrs.  Clark  Hamilton  IMake),  of  Sv/anton  ;  Josephine  M. 
(Mrs.  Samuel  Butterfield),  of  Swanton;  and  Amanda  (Mrs.  Leslie  B. 
Traut),  of  Swanton.  Mrs.  Bell  died  February  12,  1858,  and  he  married, 
November  24,  1859,  Harriet  A.  Hyde,  born  in  Highgate,  Jul}'  20,  1838. 
Their  children  were  Merton  E.,  of  St.  Albans  ;  Lulie  S.,  who  died  un- 
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married  ;  Freeborn  \\\,  of  St.  Albans  ;  John  G.,  who  died  young  ; 
Elmer,  who  died  young  ;  and  Ernest  H.,  of  St.  Albans.  Mrs.  Bell  died 
February  1 1,  1888. 

At  the  first  call  for  troops  made  by  President  Lincoln  in  1861  Mr. 
Bell  enlisted  and  was  mustered  into  the  service  Alay  2,  1 861,  as  second 
lieutenant  of  Company  C,  I^'^irst  Regiment,  and  was  mustered  out  at  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  August  15,  1861.  In  politics  origi- 
nally a  Democrat  he  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
that  party,  and  has  been  called  upon  by  his  townsmen  at  various  times 
to  fill  the  different  local  offices:  selectman,  lister,  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  town  and  county  grand  juror  He  is  a  member  and  has  been  one 
of  the  liberal  supporters  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


BROWN,  Capt.  STEPHh:N  F.,  who  was  born  in  Swanton,  April  4. 
1841,  is  the  only  survivor  of  three  children  of  Samuel  G.  and  Anna 
(Crawford)  Brown.  The  other  children  were  a  daughter,  who  died  young, 
and  Samuel  G.,  jr.,  who  was  first  lieutenant  of  Company  A,  Seventeenth 
Vermont  Regiment,  and  died  from  injuries  received  at  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness.  Capt.  Stephen  F.  Ih'own's  maternal  grandfather  was  with 
General  Washington  at  Valley  Forge  during  the  Revolution.  Mis  pri- 
mary education  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  he 
afterwards  attended  the  spring  and  fall  terms  of  the  academy  at  Swan- 
ton  Falls.  In  winters  he  taught  school,  and  worked  on  a  farm  during 
the  summer  months.  He  thus  successfully  fitted  himself  for  college,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1862  passed  an  examination  for  admission  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Vermont.  Instead  of  pursuing  his  collegiate  course  of  study, 
however,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Thirteenth  Vermont  Infantry,  as  a 
private,  but  was  elected  first  lieutenant  of  that  company.  The  Thir- 
teenth was  a  nine  months'  regiment,  and  was  part  of  the  Second  Ver- 
mont Brigade,  which  was  commanded  by  General  Stannard  at  Gettys- 
burg. This  brigade  was  in  the  front  and  center  of  the  battle  line  and 
rendered  distinguished  service,  especially  in  the  closing  conflict,  against 
which  the  rebel  general  Picket  on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  and  last 
day  made  the  last  and  most  desperate  charge  of  the  enemy,  but  they 
were  met  by  the  Second  Vermont  Brigade  on  the  open  plane  between 
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the  battle  lines  in  a  hand  to  hand  encounter.  Here  Captain  Brown, 
undaunted  by  previous  loss  of  his  sword  on  the  march,  went  into'  the 
battle  with  a  common  camp  hatchet  and  was  among-  the  first  to  meet 
the  advancing  chai-ge.  \A'ith  hatchet  up- lifted  in  one  hand  he  seized  a 
rebel  officer  with  the  other,  demanded  his  surrender,  and  at  once  re- 
lieved him  of  his  sword  and  pistol,  and  putting  them  on  his  own  person 
wore  them  until  discharged.  He  still  retains  them  as  mementos  of 
personal  experience  at  Gettysburg,  where  none  but  the  bravest  could 
withstand  the  fearful  charge. 

The  historial  in  the  second  volume,  page  478,  of  "Vermont  in  the 
Civil  War"  makes  favorable  mention  of  Captain  Brown  as  a  soldier  and 
officer.  A  few  years  ago  he  was  presented  with  an  elegant  and  valu- 
able gold  medal  for  distinguished  bravery  at  Gettysburg.  The  writer ^ 
was  an  eye-witness  to  the  facts  here  stated. 

Captain  Brown  was  injured  on  the  head  at  Gettysburg  by  a  concus- 
sion from  the  explosion  of  a  shell  while  in  the  act  of  aiding  one  of  his 
mortally  wounded  men,  Corporal  William  Church.  A  rebel  battery 
swept  the  crest  of  a  ridge  o\'er  which  the  brigade  had  to  march  by  fiank 
back  to  position  after  the  charge.  The  range  was  good  and  every  shell 
exploded  in  the  marching  ranks  with  loss  of  dead  and  wounded.  It 
was  here  that  Corporal  William  Church,  of  Company  K,  Thirteenth 
Vermont  Regiment,  was  slain.  Captain  Brown,  observing  Corporal 
Church  as  he  fell,  hastened  to  his  aid  and  found  one  leg  shot  away 
above  the  knee.  He  procured  a  tourniquet  and  while  endeavoring  to 
'stop  the  flow  of  blood  another  shell  exploded  so  near  above  his  head 
that  the  concussion  came  very  near  proving  fatal.  Though  quite  seri- 
ously injured  he  refiised  to  go  to  the  rear,  saying  to  Surgeon  Nichols 
that  he  would  remain  until  the  battle  was  over  unless  the  regiment  was 
ordered  from  the  field. 

He  returned  from  the  seat  of  war  with  his  regiment,  and  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  Subsequently  Vermont  tried  to  raise  another  regi- 
ment from  the  veterans  of  the  Second  Vermont  Brigade,  and  Captain 
Brown  was  conimissioned  recruiting  officer  for  Northern  Vermont. 
He  raised  a  company  of  160  men,  and  was  elected  captain  of  Company 
A,  Seventeenth  Vermont  Infantry.     Tins  regiment  was  organized  in  the 
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sprinc^  of  1864,  and  immediately  departed  for  the  seat  of  war.  They 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  on  IMay  6,  1864,  during 
that  battle  Captain  ]3ro\vn,  having-  his  left  arm  extended  directing  the 
movements  of  his  men,  was  struck  by  a  minie-ball,  which  entered  at  the 
shoulder  and  came  out  at  the  elbow.  The  arm  had  to  be  amputated, 
but  owing  to  the  excessive  discharge  of  blood  he  completely  recovered 
from  the  injury  in  the  head  received  at  Gettysburg.  After  his  hnal 
muster  out,  and  on  recovering  his  health,  Captain  Brown  entered  the 
Albany  Law  University,  where  he  graduated  IMarch  3,  1868.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  and  removed  to  Chicago,  and  with  a  capital  of  $25 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  pursuing  the  legal  profession  Captain  Brown's  courage  has  never 
faltered,  and  invention  and  enterprise  have  distinguished  his  caicer  in 
Ciiicago.  After  the  great  fire  nothing  of  his  law  office  remained  but 
the  key.  He  rented  an  office  on  the  corner  of  Desplains  and  West 
Madison  streets,  in  which  the  landlord  generously  left  a  pine  table  and 
upon  it  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament.  The  captain  was  scarcely  seated 
in  his  new  office  when  a  collecting  agent  came  to  consult  him.  The 
agent  had  in  his  possession  $100  belonging  to  one  of  his  principals, 
which  he  desired  to  keep  for  awhile  until  the  banks  re- opened,  but  his 
principals  threatened  to  cause  his  arrest  if  he  did  so.  The  captain 
stated  to  his  client  that  he  had  the  latest  law  on  the  subject  in  question, 
and  taking  the  testament  read  to  him  from  Matthew  5:25,  "Agree  with 
thine  adversary  quickly,"  etc.     That  settled  the  case. 

It  would  be  impossible  in  the  compass  of  this  work  to  cite  the  differ- 
ent and  important  cases  in  which  he  has  been  retained  as  counsel.  He 
has  successfully  met  his  legal  brethren  in  the  different  courts  of  Chicago 
and  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  has  had  in  two  noteworthy  cases  such  op- 
posing attorneys  as  M.  \V.  Fuller,  esq.  (now  chief  justice  of  the  United 
States)  and  Hon.  Robert  T.  Lincoln  (the  present  minister  to  the  court 
of  St.  James).  These  were  Biggs  vs.  Clupp  and  Girrard  vs.  Guetiau, 
and  were  carried  to  the  courts  of  city  and  state,  and  in  them  Captain 
Brown  was  successful.  He  has  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune,  the 
results  mainly  of  his  law  practice.  He  has  for  years  spent  his  court 
vacations  with  his  aged  parents  in  S wanton.  Owing  to  illness  of  his 
father  (whose  death  occurred  in  1891)  he  has  for  the  last  few  years  been 
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obliged  to  relinquish  his  business  in  Chicago  and,  like  a  dutiful  son, 
devote  all  his  time  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  those  who  by  their 
care  and  attention  in  his  youth  prepared  him  to  engage  successfully 
in  the  battle  of  life. 


UTCHP:R,  LUTHER  LOOMIS,  son  of  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Billings) 
Dutcher,  was  born  in  St.  Albans,  July  31,  1802.    The  family  origi- 


nally came  from  Connecticut  and  settled  first  at  St.  Albans  Bay,  but 
soon  after  purchased  a  farm,  built  a  tannery,  and  conducted  a  general 
boot  and  shoe  manufactory  on  Dutcher  Brook.  Luther's  educational 
advantages  were  limited  to  the  district  school  and  two  or  three  terms  at 
the  St.  Albans  Academy.  Through  the  advice  and  influence  of  his 
uncle,  James  Clark  Dutcher,  an  alumnus  of  the  University  of  Vermont, 
he  commenced  a  course  of  study  with  a  view  to  a  more  liberal  education, 
but  the  sudden  and  premature  death"  of  his  father  caused  him  to  re- 
luctantly adandon  his  cherished  hopes,  and  soon  after  he  accepted  a 
.favorable  offer  from  Dr.  G.  D.  Harmon,  of  Burlington,  a  physician  in 
active  practice  and  a  dealer  in  drugs.  He  was  much  interested  in  the 
'study  of  materia  medica  and  read  the  various  text  books  on  that  subject. 
At  the  termination  of  his  engagement  he  returned  to  St.  Albans  and 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business.  This  he  continued  until 
1835,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  Lawrence  Brainerd, 
and  for  five  years  the  firm  transacted  a  general  produce  trade  and  was 
extensively  engaged  in  lumbering  in  Canada.  In  1840  this  copartner- 
ship expired  by  limitation  and  Mr.  Dutcher  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  having  purchased  the  building  now  occupied  by  his  chil- 
dren. He  included  in  this  stock  the  general  line  usuall}^  kept  in  country 
stores,  but  soon  after  he  turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  drugs. 
This  was  the  only  drug  store  between  Burlington  and  St.  Johns.  In 
1 85  I  his  eldest  son  v/as  admitted  a  partner  and  a  few  years  after  a  sec- 
ond son  was  added  to  the  firm,  which  continued  until  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  the  head.  The  firm  w^as  interested  as  proprietors  or  partners 
in  stores  in  St.  Albans,  in  Sw^anton,  and  in  Richford. 

Mr.  Dutcher  married  Miss  Almira  Brainerd,  a  sister  of  Hon.  Law- 
rence Brainerd,  a  most  estimable  woman,  beloved  and  respected  by  all 
Avho  knew  her.    Her  death  occurred  in  August,  1S41.    His  second- 
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marriage  was  to  Miss  Caroline  S.  Webb  in  1844.  She  died  June  29, 
1 88 1,  much  respected. 

In  1826  he  united  with  the  First  Congregational  church  and  in  1842 
was  elected  one  of  its  deacons,  which  office  he  retained  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  clerk  of  the  church  for  thirty-six  years,  was  choir 
leader,  teacher,  and  superintendent  of  Sabbath- school,  and  represented 
the  cliurch  in  councils  and  in  general  convention.  Rev.  Charles  Van 
Norden,  his  pastor,  in  his  memorial  sermon  said  of  him  :  "  So  great 
talent  devoted  to  Christ  with  so  generous  a  lo\  e  and  consuming  itself 
with  such  fidelity  and  zeal  few  cluirches  have  at  their  command,  and 
the  like  the  church  may  never  see  again.  As  his  pastor  and  friend  I 
honor  and  love  him.  Never  have  I  known  a  brother  in  Christ  to  stamp 
his  own  individuality  upon  a  Chris<^ian  church  as  he  did,  and  yet  never 
have  I  seen  a  useful  public  sei'\'ant  of  the  Master*  so  little  dictatorial  and 
so  ready  to  yield  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  so  loyal  to  defer  to  the 
rights  of  the  pastor."  He  possessed  a  more  than  ordinary  literary  abil- 
ity. In  an  obituary  notice  of  him  it  was  said  :  "  He  might  have  been 
known  in  litei'ature  if  he  had  not  been  so  much  engrossed  in  business." 
He  contributed  largely  to  the  local  press  with  occasional  articles  in 
metropolitan  journals.  Pie  was  an  honored  member  of  the  Vermont 
Historical  Society  and  one  of  its  officers,  and  contributed  many  essays 
and  valuable  histoiical  papers  to  that  body.  The  history  of  .St.  Albans 
with,  numerous  biographical  sketches,  the  history  of  the  First  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  numerous  papers  and  addresses  bear  witness  to  this 
fact.  He  was  a  corresponding  member  of  several  historical  societies, 
and  was  an  honorary  member  of  the  Vermont  Pharmaceutical  .Society. 
The  University  of  Vermont  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  upon 
him  without  his  knowledge  or  solicitation.  Mr.  Dutcher  was  of  a  retir- 
ing disposition.  He  never  sought  public  office,  and  whenever  a  nomina- 
tion was  tendered  him  by  his  party  he  invariably  declined  it.  lie  was 
twice  appointed  postmaster  of  the  town,  which  office  he  retained  for 
several  years.  He  was  a  man  of  indomitable  energy  and  perseverance. 
His  integrity  was  never  questioned. 

He  died  September  18,  187S.  The  church  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber passed  the  following  resolution  regarding  his  death  : 

"Wherea.S,  In  the  providence  of  God  our  beloved  brother  and  father, 
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Deacon  L.  L.  Butcher,  has  been  removed  from  us  to  his  rest;  therefore 
be  it 

''Resolved,  That  we  as  a  church  are  keenly  sensible  of  our  great  loss 
and  hereby  recognize  our  indebtedness  for  fifty  years  of  devoted  service. 
We  mourn  the  loss  of  one  who  was  never  discouraged,  never  made  ex- , 
cuse  when  the  call  of  duty  came,  and  spared  neither  time,  strength,  nor 
energy  in  the  services  of  his  Master.  We  return  humble  and  hearty 
thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father  that  so  great  talent  and  zeal  should 
have  been  placed  at  our  disposal,  and  we  pray  that  the  mantle  of 
Brother  Butcher's  energy  and  devotedness  may  descend  upon  the 
younger  members  of  our  communion  now  called  to  occupy  his  post." 


•  .  TENNE,  JAMES  NATHANIEL,  M.B.,  born  in  Berkshire,  Vt.,  Be- 
J  cember  21,  1859,  is  the  eldest  son  of  John  G.  and  Charlotte  (Wood- 
worth)  Jenne,  the  f^^mily  numbering  seven  children.  His  grandfather, 
Nathaniel  Jenne,  came  from  Massachusetts  and  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Berkshire.  When  the  doctor  was  seven  years  of  age  his 
father  moved  to  Enosburgh,  and  his  education  was  begun  at  the  dis- 

•  trict  schools  in  that  town,  being  furthered  by  a  course  at  the  high 

•  school  in  Enosburgh  Falls,  where  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
,    with  Br.  A.  J.  Barrah.     He  entered  the  Medical  Bepartment  of  the 

University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington  in  1879,  and  during  the  progress 
of  his  studies  there  was  the  private  pupil  and  under  the  especial  tutor- 
ship of  Br.  Samuel  J.  Thayer.  Graduating  two  years  later  Br.  Jenne 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Georgia,  Vt.,  remaining 
there  six  years,  during  which  period  (September  19,  1883)  he  married 
Miss  Abbie  Cushman,  of  that  place.  In  1887  he  removed  to  St.  Al- 
bans, and  has  since  enjoyed  a  large  practice  in  that  town.  In  addition 
to  constant  private  readings  and  study,  with  a  view  to  keeping  abreast 
of  his  profession,  Br.  Jenne  has  been  a  regular  attendant  on  the  Post- 
Graduate  School  in  New  York  city,  receiving  a  diploma  from  that  in- 
stitution in  1890.  He  is  a  member  of  the  County  and  State  Medical 
Societies,  and  was,  in  1890,  chosen  president  of  the  latter.  He  has  also 
been  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Licensed  Censors,  and  in  1890 
was  appointed  member  of  the  Board  of  Consulting  Surgeons  of  Mary 
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Fletcher  Hospital  at  Burlington.  He  has  for  a  number  of  years  been 
prominently  connected  with  the  state  militia,  and  at  present  holds  the 
office  of  brigade-surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  major,  of  the  First  Brigade, 
Vermont  National  Guard.  In  politics  Dr.  Jenne  is  a  Republican,  but 
has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  pubh"c  office. 


TILES,  Hon.  WILLIAM  HOWARD,  born  in  Enosburgh,  Vt., 


vj  June  21,  1823,  was  the  eldest  son  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born 
to  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Flendrick)  Stiles.  His  father  was  a  nativ^e  of 
Chester,  Vt.,  and  came  to  Enosburgh  during  his  early  manhood,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  William  H.  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
native  town,  and  was  for  a  time  a  student  at  the  Enosburgh  Academy. 
After  finishing  his  education  he  cleared  a  farm  in  Enosburgh  and  was 
for  a  number  of  years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  About  1847 
came  to  Montgomery,  where  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  butter 
tubs.  He  sold  this  plant  after  operating  it  three  and  a  half  years,  and 
in  October,  185  I,  located  about  one  mile  south  of  Montgomery  Center, 
where  he  built  a  saw-mill  and  also  again  manufactured  butter  tubs.  He 
remained  in  business  here  till  March,  1883,  during  which  time  he  was 
associated  with  diflerent  parties  as  partner.  On  the  date  mentioned  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Alfred  B.  Nelson,  and  the  manufacture  of  but- 
ter tubs  was  carried  on  at  Montgomery  Center.  This  partnership  was 
in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Stiles,  In  1873  he  purchased 
of  Columbus  Greene , his  stock  in  the  general  store  at  Montgomery  Cen- 
ter, which  business  he  conducted  during  his  life.  In  1883  he  built  the 
present  store  building,  his  late  residence,  and  a  number  of  other  build- 
ings in  Montgomery  Center. 

A  Republican  in  politics  he  represented  Montgomery  in  the  legis- 
latures of  1868  and  1869,  and  was  a  member  of  the  state  Senate  of  1872. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  associate  judge  for  Franklin  County 
Courts,  he  having  been  elected  to  that  office  in  1888.  He  married,  Sep- 
tember 25,  1844,  Betsey,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Giddings) 
Miller.  Their  children  are  Annette,  wife  of  Samuel  N.  Dix,  of  Mont- 
gomery, and  \\'illiam  M.,  a  resident  of  Montreal,  Canada.  The  judge 
died  suddenly  March  31,  1891,  mourned  and  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 
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RUGG,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN.  The  pioneer  of  the  Rugg  fam- 
ily in  Franklin  county  was  Abraliam  Rngg,  who  came  from  Whit- 
ingham,  Vt.,  in  1791  and  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  Fairfax,  where 
his  son  Alexander  built  the  first  saw-mill  in  that  part  of  tlietown.  He 
married  Hannah  Graham,  of  Scotch  descent,  by  whom  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom,  a  son,  died  in  infancy.  The  others  were  Sally,  who 
married  a  Jewell  and  died  in  the  West;  Betsey,  who  married  Caleb 
Briggs  and  died  in  New  York-  ;  Polls',  who  married  Jonathan  George,  of 
Dickinson,  and  died  in  New  York;  Patty,  who  died  unmarried  in  Fair- 
fax; Harriet,  who  married  Ira  Wright  and  died  in  Fairfax;  Laurancy, 
who  married  James  Graham  and  died  in  Fairfax;  and  Alexander  and 
Russell,  who  both  died  in  P\iirfax. 

Alexander  Rugg,  born  in  Whitingham,  Vt.,  married  Philinda  King,  a 
native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Mather) 
King,  the  latter  being  a  niece  of  Ivev.  Cotton  Mather.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Fairfax,  wliich  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
his  son,  Pllbridge  G.  He  served  as  a  captain  during  the  War  of  18  12, 
and  died  in  Fairfax  in  1874.  Of  his  family  of  ten  children  the  eldest 
died  in  infancy  ;  Charles  was  killed  by  an  accident  at  the  age  of  ten 
years;  Abraham  resides  in  Milton,  Vt.  ;  Benjamin  Franklin  lives  in  St. 
Albans;  Giles,  Elbridge  Gerry,  and  Charles  reside  in  Fairfax;  Albro 
lives  in  Fletcher,  Vt.  ;  Harriet  Emeline  married  C.  L.  Bullard  and  died 
in  Swanton,  Vt.. ;  and  William  H.  resides  in  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

Benjamin  PVanklin  Rugg  was  born  in  Fairfax,  June  8,  1820,  and 
passed  his  youth  on  his  father's  farm.  Flis  education  was  limited  to  dis- 
trict schools  and  a  six  months'  term  at  the  Jericho  Academy  at  Jericho, 
Vt.  Leaving  home  at  sixteen  he  went  to  Millbury,  Mass.,'  and  was 
employed  in  the  scouring  and  teaseling  department  of  Parks,  Wright 
&  Whitcomb's  broadcloth- mills.  June  7,  1  837,  while  engaged  in  putting 
the  rolls  of  cloth  in  a  steam  kettle,  and  while  bearing  down  on  the  roll, 
he  slipped  and  fell  into  ,  the  huge  vessel.  His  whole  body  was  sub- 
merged in  the  scalding  water,  but  his  head  he  saved  by  holding  his  arm 
over  the  edge  of  the  kettle.  Mr.  Rugg  still  carries  the  marks  of  this 
scalding  on  his  body.  He  was  so  crippled  in  his  left  leg  and  arm  that 
for  years  he  was  unable  to  do  any  physical  labor,  and  it  has  affected  his 
health  during  his  whole  life.    In  the  fall  of  1837        returned  to  his 
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native  town,  making  the  distance  of  250  miles  by  wagon.  For  the  next 
two  years  he  was  unable  to  perform  any  work,  and  he  then  turned  liis 
attention  to  peddling  dry  goods  and  tinware  in  Franklin  and  a  part  of 
Chittenden  counties.  He  also  carried  on  an  extensive  horse  business, 
having  in  one  summer  traded  over  one  hundred  times. 

On  March  6,  1843,  he  married  Stella  B.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Lola  (Bogue)  Richardson.  She  was  a  native  of  Fairfax,  and  her  father's 
mother,  Sarah  Cutler,  was  a  sister  of  the  Colonel  Cutler  who  threw  the 
tea  overboard  in  Boston  Harbor.  She  was  also  a  cousin  to  General 
Washington.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Rugg  continued  peddling  for  a 
year,  and  purchased  two  farms  in  I^^airfax,  which  he  soon  after  disposed 
of  He  was  engaged  in  buying  cattle  for  some  two  years,  and  while 
transacting  this  business  in  1846  he  purchased  a  farm  in'  l^erkshire, 
which  after  holding  one  year  he  sold  at  a  profit  of  $  1,000.  This  vent- 
ure was  the  starting  point  of  a  successful  business  life.  Returning  to 
Fairfax  he  purchased  two  farms  which  he  retained  for  four  years,  Vv'hen 
he  sold  them  at  a  profit  of  $800. 

In  1852  Mr.  Rugg  came  to  St.  Albans,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  G.  Soule,  of  Fairfield,  under  the  firm 
name  of  A.  G.  Soule  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  butter,  cattle,  and 
produce.  This  was  the  pioneer  firm  in  St.  Albans.  Hiram  B.  Sowles 
during  the  same  year  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  Mainly  through 
Mr.  Rugg's  endeavors  a  market  day  was  established  at  St.  Albans.  The 
firm  continued  business  for  three  years,  when  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved. Mr.  Rug;;^  had  displayed  so  much  sagacity  and  ability  as  a 
buyer  that  O.  A.  Burton,  the  president  of  the  Franklin  County  Bank, 
offered  him  all  the  assistance  he  required  to  prosecute  extensive  business 
operations.  He  began  to  deal  largely  in  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  wool,  pro- 
duce, and  real  estate,  his  transactions  during  some  seasons  averaging  $6,- 
000  per  day.  He  afterwards  engaged  in  large  ventures  on  joint  account 
with  firms  in  New  York  and  Boston.  In  1864  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  son-in-law,  R.  B.  Kenerson,  and  INI.  G.  Elliott  in  the  grocery 
business.  This  firm  continued  only  one  year,  but  Mr.  Rugg  had  a  part- 
nership with  Mr.  Elliott  until  1874  in  the  real  estate  and  wood  business, 
and  with  his  son-in-law  in  the  produce  business.  From  1875  to  1885  he 
was  interested  with  his  nephew,  J.  E.  Rugg,  in  a  sheep  ranch  in  Wyo- 
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ming.  This  prov^ed  a  profitable  investment.  Mr.  Rugg  lias  been  largely- 
interested  in  building  up  the  village  of  St.  Albans,  having  erected 
about  fifty  dwellings  and  two  stores,  one  of  the  latter  being  the  first 
built  on  Lake  street  in  i860,  and  was  thought  at  the  time  by  nian\'  to 
be  a  wild  sclienie.  In  i860  he  opened  and  built  up  the  street  that 
bears  his  name.  In  late  years  he  has  made  considerable  changes 
in  his  real  estate  holdings,  at  present  owning  in  St.  Albans  onl}'  the 
store  on  Lake  street  and  one  dwelling  house,  but  he  is  interested  in 
four  farms  in  St.  Albans,  five  in  Fairfax,  and  one  each  in  Fletcher, 
Fairfield,  and  Milton.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a  ^\'hig,  and  since 
the  organization  of  the  l\epublican  part}'  he  has  affiliated  with  that 
body,  but  has  not  cast  a  ballot  for  fifteen  years  for  the  reason  that  he 
does  not  uphold  in  local  aiTairs  the  ring  of  the  Cential  Vermont  Ivail- 
road,  which  he  considers  detrimental  to  the  best  interesls  of  the  state 
and  count}'.  In  religious  belief  he  was  reared  in  the  Methodist  church, 
but  after  his  marriage  he  attended  the  Universal ist  and  Episcopal 
churches.  Some  fifteen  years  ago,  however,  having  become  convinced 
that  the  principles  of  Spiritualism  was  the  only  true  religion,  he  became 
and  continues  a  firm  believer  in  that  faith.  Mr.  Rugg  has  two  daugh- 
ters :  Ellen  P.,  wife  of  R.  B.  Kenerson,  of  Boston,  and  Eleanor  i\Iaria, 
widow  of  George  Rhett  Walker,  of  St.  Albans.  Each  daughter  has  a 
son,  viz.  :  Benjamin  Franklin  Kenerson  and  James  Canfield  Walker. 


jOBLl':,  GU\\CHArLIX,  is  not  now  a  member  of  the  Franklin 


County  Bar  except  in  remembrance.  lie  was  born  in  Franklin, 
Vt.,  October  9,  1S39.  ^^^^        of  eleven  years  he  became  a  student 

at  Franklin  Academy,  and  three  years  later  entered  the  classical  course 
at  the  New  Mampton  Institute  at  Fairfax,  from  which  institution  he 
graduated,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  entered  Harvard  Law  School. 
He  was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '61,  and  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
September  term  of  Franklin  County  Couitthe  same  year.  Mr.  Noble 
was  a  thorough  student,  and  applying  himself  diligently  to  professional 
work  he  soon  took  high  rank  at  the  bar.  In  October,  1862,  the  law  firm 
comprised  of  our  subject  and  Julian  H.  Dewey,  his  brother-in-law,  was 
formed  and  continued  until  the  death  of  the  latter.    Among  those  asso- 
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ciated  with  him  in  later  years  was  Edward  Curtis  Sniitli,  son  of  the  Hon. 
John  Gregory  Smith,  and  the  firm  of  Noble  &  Smith,  when  broken  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Noble,  Ma}-  21,  1S89,  had  a  reputation  second  to  few, 
if  any,  in  the  state.  Mr.  Noble  was  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  thougli 
possessing  no  inclination  for  office  had  held  many  positions  of  honor  and 
trust  in  the  town  and  state.  He  was  for  over  twenty- two  years  attorney 
for  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad,  and  during  his  professional  career  was 
associated  with  much  of  the  best  legal  talent  of  the  .state. 


MITH.  Hex.  WORTIIIXGTON  C.  who  was  born  in  St.  Albans, 


^  April  19,  1823,  is  the  }'oungest  son  of  John  and  Maria  N.  (Curtis) 
Smith.  Receiving  a  collegiate  education  he  graduated  in  1843  fi'om 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  his 
father,  but  abandoned  the  profession  and  became  an  iron  merchant  and 
manufacturer.  In  1848  he  went  to  Plattsburgh,  N.  V.,  and  engaged  in 
the  foundi)'  business,  remaining  there  two  )  ears.  He  then  returned  to 
St.  Albans  and  purchased  the  St.  Albans  foundry,  and  carried  on  that 
business  till  1866,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  l^^dward  A.  Smith 
and  John  \V.  Newton.  These  parties  failing  in  1879  Mr.  Smith  re- 
purchased the  works  and  the  business  was  carried  on  in  his  name  till  May, 
1890,  when  a  stock  company  was  formed  under  the  style  of  the  St. 
Albans  Foundry  Company.  Mr.  Smith  has  also  been  connected  with 
the  railroad  interests  of  X^ermont,  being  one  of  the  early  treasurers  of 
the  Vermont  and  Canada  l^ailroad,  and  from  1872  to  1879  ^^'^s  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  and  one  of  the  board  of  trustees 
that  operated  the  road  for  the  bondholders.  He  was  manager  of  the 
I^lissisquoi  Railroad  from  1878  to  1S86  and  is  now  president  of  the 
Missisquoi  X'alley  Railroad. 

In  politics  he  is  a  strong  and  ardent  Republican,  and  has  been  called 
upon  to  fill  various  offices  of  trust  by  his  fellow  citizens.  He  repre- 
sented St.  Albans  in  the  legislature  of  1S63,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
state  Senate  of  1864  and  1865,  being  president  of  that  body  in  the  latter 
year.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  was  elected  to  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Fortieth  Congress  the  following  March.  His  congressional  career  ex- 
tended by  re  election  to  the  Forty- first  and  Forty- second  Congresses. 
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He  was  a  member  of  tlie  Committees  on  Banking  and  Currency,  Man- 
ufactures, and  Weights  and  Measures. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Maj.  John  W'alwortli. 
They  have  five  children  —  three  daughters  and  two  sons.  The  sons  are 
F.  Walworth,  one  of  the  present  members  of  the  Colorado  State  Senate 
and  resides  at  Grand  Junction,  and  \\\  Tracy,  vice-president  and  treas- 
urer of  the  St.  Albans  1^'oundry  Company  and  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Missisquoi  Valley  Jvailroad  Company. 


TART,  Hon.  HENRY  RUSSK LL.  born  in  l^akersfield,  December 


^  28,  1845,  is  tlie  youngest  son  in  a  family  of  six  sons  (all  of  whom 
are  living)  of  Simeon  G.  and  Mary  S.  (l^arnes)  Start.  His  grandfather, 
Moses  Start,  was  origi-nally  from  Massachusetts,  and  was  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Ikikersfield,  part  of  the  land  lie  settled  upon  being  now 
in  the  possession  of  Henr}' R.  J  lis  father  is  a  native  of  Bakersficld, 
where  he  still  lesides,  his  occupation  being  that  of  a  f.irmcr.  Judge  Start 
attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  was  for  one  year  a 
student  at  Harre  Academy  at  Banc,  Vt.,  but  he  fmishcd  his  academical 
course  at  the  North  Academy  of  Bakersfield,  Vl.  During  the  late  war 
he  was  a  member  of  Company  A,  Third  I\.egiment  Vermont  Volunteers. 
In  1866  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with  M.  R.  T}'ler,  of  Jjakers- 
field,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Franklin  County  Bar  at  the  yVpril 
term  of  court  in  1S67.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
in  November,  1867,  at  Bakersfield,  where  lie  continued  till  January  i, 
1S81,  v;hen  he  formed  a  co-partnership  with  H.  G.  Edson  and  A.  P. 
Cross,  at  St.  Albans,  under  the  firm  name  of  Edson,  Cross  &  Start. 
Judge  Start  retained  liis  residence  at  liakersfield,  and  after  three  years 
the' senior  member  of  liis  firm  retired.  The  remaining  members  con- 
tinued as  partners  until  December  i,  1890,  when  the  partnership  was 
dissolved.  In  politics  Judge  Start  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  held  various  town  offices,  was  state's  attorney  from 
December,  1876,  to  December,  1878,  was  member  of  the  Vermont  Sen- 
ate in  1880,  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Vermont  Reform  School 
from  December,  1880,  to  December,  1888,  was  presidential  elector  in 
1888,  and  represented  Bakersficld  in  the  legislature  of  1890  and  was 
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elected  speaker  of  that  body.  He  was  elected  by  the  same  legislature 
a  member  of  the  Su]-)reme  Bench  of  Vermont,  and  took  his  oath  of  office 
December  i,  1890. 

Judge  Start  married  Ellen  S.,  daughter  of  Stillman  and  Sarah  II. 
Houghton.  She  died  Jul)'  12,  1S90.  Their  family  consisted  of  four 
children:  Simeon  G.,  jr.,  a  resident  of  W^orcester,  Mass.;  Guy  H.,  a 
student  at  Dean's  Academy,  Franl^lin,  Mass.;  and  Mabel  S.  and  I'ur- 
dett  H. 


THAY]<.R'S  WinU-LOCK  S.,  emigrant  ancestor  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Thayer,  who  came  from  Ivngland  and  settled  at  l^raintrec,  Mass., 
about  1640.  Ferdinando,  one  of  his  three  sons,  married,  January  14, 
1652,  Huldah  Hay  ward,  o(  Biainlrcc,  and  removed  soon  afterwards  to 
Meiidon,  Mass.  He  died  March  28,  1713.  His  sixth  child,  Captain 
Thomas,  married,  in  168S,  Mary  Adams,  and  died  at  Mcndon  in  Ma\', 
1738.  William,  the  eighth  cliild  of  Captain  Thomas  and  ]\Iary  (Adams) 
Thayer,  was  born  January  22,  1708,  and  married,  November  13,  1729, 
Abigail  Sumner.  They  had  nine  children.  Amasa,  the  eighth,  was 
born  at  IMendon,  March  2,  1754,  and  in  1772  married  l^erlcy  W'heclock. 
He  died  September  24,  1802.  Amherst,  the  eldest  of  seven  childi'cn  of 
Amasa  and  Perlcy  (Whcelock)  Tha3'er,  was  born  in  Mendon,  December 
^773»  and  settled  in  Swantc^n  in  iSoo.  He  married  for  his  first  wife 
Lucy  Farrar,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Millicent  M.,  who  married 
Simon  H.  Kellogg  and  died  in  S wanton.  He  married  for  his  second 
wifi-  }^arbara  Cheney  in  I  81  2.  Their  children  were  Amherst  C,  a  res- 
ident of  Carleton,  Monroe  counL}%  Mich.;  Wheelock  S.;  Andrew  M.,who 
died  in  Swanton,  October  3,  18S6  ;  and  Lucy  P.,  a  resident  of  .Swanton. 
Amherst  died  July  27,  1838,  and  his  second  wife  November  4,  1826. 

W'heelock  S.  Thayer  was  born  in  Swanton,  August  5,  181 5.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  from  his  father,  which  in  connection 
with  farming  he  followed  in  Swanton  until  his  retirement  from  acti\'e  busi- 
ness in  1876.  His  education  was  limited  to  the  district  schools.  In  politics 
he  was  originally  an  old  line  Whig,  but  since  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party  he  has  voted  that  ticket.  He  has  filled  the  offices  of 
justice  of  peace,  town  treasurer,  and  was  for  more  than  thirty  3'ears  town 
clerk.    His  handwriting  on  the  town  records  stands  to-day  a  marvel 
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of  neatness  and  correctness.  Mr.  Thayer  married,  first,  Miss  Julia  S. 
Church,  who  died  January  15,  1852.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Juh'ct 
Foster,  and  the  issue  of  this  marriage  was  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  Mary  Amanda,  who  resides  with  her  father  in  Swanton.  Mr. 
Tliayer's  third  wife  was  Juh'a  Kitls. 


B RICH  AM,  JOSIAH  FAV,  who  died  in  Bakersficid,  Vt.,on  Wedncs- 
day,  August  28,  1878,  was  born  in  that  town  October  ii,  1801. 
He  was  the  sixtli  cliild  of  Uriah  and  Ehzabeth  (Fay)  Brigham,  who  in 
1796  moved  from  Marlboro,  Mass.,  to  the  home  in  which  our  subject 
was  born.  He  was  descended  from  Thomas  Brigham,  who  emigrated 
from  England  in  1635  and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  about  a  mile 
west  of  the  present  site  of  Harvard  University.  Thomas's  son,  Samuel, 
from  whom  the  Bakersficid  branch  is  derived,  purchased  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century  a  large  landed  estate  in  IMarlboro,  Mass., 
where  his  descendants  have  continued  to  reside  in  great  numbers  to  the 
present  day. 

The  names  of  Fay  Brigham's  father,  grandfather,  and  great-grand- 
father were  Uriah.  The  grandfather  was  noted  far  and  wide  for  his 
culture,  hospitality,  and  gentlemanly  demeanor.  His  doors  were  always 
open  to  the  poor  and  to  foreigners,  where  they  ever  found  a  home  until 
they  could  make  other  provision  for  themselves.  Though  possessed  of 
a  large  estate  .it  became  so  involved  that  a  long  time  was  required  after 
his  death  to  settle  it.  Among  those  who  came  from  the  older  colonics 
to  Northern  \>rmont  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  war  were  Uriah  (the 
great-grandson  of  Capt.  Samuel  Brigham),  his  wife  Elizabeth  Fay,  and 
two  children,  moving  with  an  ox- team  to  the  newly  settled  town  of 
Bakersficid,  Vt.,  where  they  lived  upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  Junius 
Barnes.  Here  Fay  was  born,  being  the  sixth  child  in  a  family  of  nine 
children.  Through  the  efforts  of  his  father  and  others  of  a  like  mind 
a  small  but  valuable  library  was  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  pioneer 
settlement.  That  taste  for  historical  and  philosophical  literature  which 
characterized  Mr.  I^righam's  later  life  was  early  developed,  and  was 
amply  gratified  by  this  librar3\  On  the  death  of  his  father  the  manage- 
ment of  the  estate  was  thrown  upon  Fay  at  the  age  of  eighteen. 
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Tlie  subject  of  this  memoir  bore  the  given  name  of  his  mother's 
father,  Josiali  Fay,  of  Southboro,  who  was  a  colonel  in  llie  Revolution^ 
ary  army  and  died  wliile  in  service  on  Long  Island.  His  remains 
now  lie  in  Trinity  Church  Cemetery,  New  York  city.  Mr.  Brigham's 
brothers  and  sisters  were  Mary,  who  married  a  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  be- 
came widely  celebrated  for  her  knowledge  of  medicine;  Elizabeth, 
who  married  Cheney  Brigham,  the  first  male  child  born  in  l^akersfield  ; 
Uriah,  who  particijxited  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh,  and  died  at  an 
early  age  ;  Robert,  who  died  childless  in  North  Burke  ;  l^reck,  who  died 
in  earl}' youth  ;  Benjamin  Gott,  who  resided  in  h'airficld,  Vt.,  and  was 
long  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  and  county  ;  Peter  Bent, 
whose  biograj)hy  is  printed  elsewhere  in  this  volume  ;  and  Sarah,  the 
youngest,  who  married  a  Jacobs,  and  since  his  death  has  resided  on 
J^ulfmch  street,  lioslon. 

Fay  Ikigham  was  three  times  married.  His  first  wife  was  Sally  Paige, 
whose  death  a  year  afier  was  soon  followed  by  that  of  an  infant  son. 
He  married,  second,  \^ina  Hall,  by  whom  lie  had  Albert  G.,  now  living 
in  Bakersfield,  and  .Sarah  Jane  (Kendall)  and  Ro.xana  (Hankinson),  both 
residing  in  l^oston.  His  third  wife,  Jane  Fa)',  still  survives  him,  having 
Herbert  F.  and  Mary  F.  still  with  her.  Frances  G.  Brigliam,  her  eldest 
daughter,  resides  in  Boston.   1  ler  youngest  daughter  died  some  years  ago. 

Mr.  Brigham  was  a  man  of  wide  reading,  of  independent  thought,  of 
pure  morals,  of  upright  character,  kind  to  his  neighbors,  and  gentle  to 
liis  family,  l^eing  a  Democrat  in  politics  he  was  on  the  unpopular  side 
in  the  Green  Mountain  state,  which  has  always  been  Whig  or  Republi- 
can ;  yet  at  three  different  times  (1857,  1869,  1876)  he  was  elected  to 
the  state  legislature  and  frequently  filled  the  office  of  selectman.  The 
last  time  he  v/as  elected  to  the  legislature  Dea.  Asa  Dean,  one  of 
the  oldest  citizens  of  the  town  and  a  life- long  Whig  and  Republican, 
braved  the  inclemency  of  tlie  weather  and  came  out  to  vote  for  him, 
saying  that  he  knew  he  was  voting  for  an  honest  man.  On  relating 
this  fact  to  a  friend  in  Montpelier  Mr.  Brigham  said,  with  that  frank- 
ness and  simplicity  so  characteristic  of  him,  that  he  regarded  Deacon 
Dean's  remark  as  one  of  the  most  flattering  compliments  he  had  ever 
received.  All  through  his  life  he  manifested  a  generous  pride  in  the 
young  men  of  the  town  who  pursued  a  liberal  course  of  education,  and 
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courted  tlie  society  of  siicli  wlienever  they  were  at  honie  on  vacations. 
He  associated  also  much,  and  to  great  mutual  advantage,  with  the  clergy- 
men of  the  town  whose  philosophical  and  scientific  tastes  were  in  any 
marked  degree  developed. 

On  his  death  the  funeral  sermon  was  preached,  August  30,  187S,  by 
Rev.  George  F.  Wright,  now  professor  of  the  language  and  literature  of 
the  New  Testament  in  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  who  chose  as  his  text: 
*'  Who  hath  abolished  death,  and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light 
through  the  gospel." — 2  Tim.:  i.  10.  Referring  to  the  personal  life  of 
Mr.  Brigham  he  said  : 

"The history  of  Mr.  I>ripli:un,  wliom  wo  follow  lo  the  grave  to- day,  has  been  a  con- 
stant j)rotest  against  all  those  views  of  life  which  make  sensual  pleasure  its  chief  object. 
To  him  life  indee*!  h;;s  l-t-cn  more  than  meat  i\ud  the  body  than  raiment.  From  his  earliest 
boy  hood  the  ])ursuit  of  iiitollectual  development  has  pecti  an  absorbing  [)as.sion.  While 
his  father  was  still  living,  and  the  native  forests  of  this  town  were  slowly  falling  before 
the  woodman's  axe,  Fay's  taste  for  reading  was  developed  to  a  remarknble  degice.  His 
desires  were  gratified  in  the  perusal  of  a  small  b\it  select  library  of  historical,  })octical, 
and  philosophical  books,  which  the  fai-sighted  pioneers  brought  with  them  instead  of 
household  gods.  So  long  as  the  fatiier  lived  notliing  was  allowed  to  interrupt  the  chil- 
dren when  ihey  wished  to  read;  but  when  his  father  dicJ,  and  Fay  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen stepped  into  his  place  and  assumed  with  his  mother  the  care  of  the  household,  it 
was  only  an  indomitable  will  which  could  sustam  and  gratify  his  love  of  literature.  Yet 
through  a  long  life  he  was  a  standing  example  to  the  citizens  of  this  town  that  wide 
reading  and  considerable  enjoyment  of  literary  privileges  is  consistent  Avith  the  highest 
success  in  the  ordmary  life  of  a  farmer.  For  through  diligent  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness, coupled  with  strictest  integrity,  success  has  attended  him,  and  through  legitimate 
farming  he  has  accunmlatt^d  no  mean  fortune.  Wlicn  Mr.  lirighnm  went  to  the  city, 
as  he  frequently  did  in  the  laitcr  years  of  his  life,  it  was  mairdy  in  search  of  intellect- 
ual gratification.  On  those  occasions  yon  would  not  find  him  in  the  theaters  and  play 
hou.ses  of  Boston,  but  in  the  lecture  halls  and  libraries.  His  whole  life  has  been  a  wit- 
ness that  the  joys  of  the  mind  are  superior  to  those  of  the  body;  and  the  rioble  school 
building  nov.'  rising  to  completion  in  a  conspicuous  portion  of  the  village,  in  whose 
erection  he  and  his  family  have  taken  so  much  interest,  will  be  a  standing  admonition 
to  the  youth  of  this  town  that  the  intellect  should  be  cultivated  before  the  bodily  senses 
arc  gratified — that  the  clothing  of  the  mind  is  of  fur  more  account  than  the  decoration 
of  the  body. 

"It  would  not  be  wise,  even  on  this  occasion,  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  upon 
some  ]»oints  Mr.  Brigham  didered  from  many  of  us  in  the  mode  of  expressing  liis  intel- 
lectual convictions.  But  he  was  somewhat  fond  of  parodoxical  and  antithetical  modes 
of  expression,  and  his  wide  reading  brought  him  into  contact  with  many  lines  of  thought 
of  which  the  majority  of  his  townsmen  were  ignorant.    But  in  the  words  of  tlie  ven- 
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erable  Deacon  Dean,  *  lie  was  a  devote^l  husbaud.  an  alVectionate  father,  a  faitlilul 
brother,  a  helpful  neighbor,  a  good  citi/en.  and  an  honest  man.'    .    .  . 

••But  the  occasion  reminds  us  anew  that  all  things  earthly  pass  away,  and  that  the 
longest  life  is  but  as  a  watch  in  the  night,  and  like  tlie  grass  which  growctli  u\t  in  the 
morning  and  in  the  evening  is  cut  down  and  withereth.  As  Mr.  T>righam  lately  reniai  ked 
in  reference  to  his  being  upwards  of  three-score  yeais  and  ten.  .liiat  'he  was  living  on 
liorrowed  time,'  so  we  may  say  of  the  entire  })rol«)ngation  of  our  earthly  days  that  it 
is  all  borrowed  from  eternity  ;  and  the  ceaseless  roll  of  time  continues,  even  though  we 
dream  our  lives  away.  It  is  too  true,  alas!  as  Pascal  remarked,  that  "Our  imagination 
so  magnifies  the  present  hom^.  through  constantly  spending  thought  u\)on  it.  and  so 
belittles  eternity,  though  not  thiidving  about  it  at  all.  that  we  make  an  eternity  of  notic- 
ing and  a  nothing  of  eternity.'  Friends.  '  tin?  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  haml. 
Let  us  therefore  east  oil"  the  w<jrks  of  darkness,  and  let  us  put  on  the  minor  of  light.' 
For  'now  it  is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep;  for  now  is  our  salvation  nearer  than 
when  we  first  believed.'  " 


SKI:1':LS,  ORIN  GRFJ:X.  who  was  bom  in  IIi<^lurate.  July  22,  1806, 
is  the  eldest  son  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  of  Uavid  and  IMarlha 
(Greene)  Skeels.  The  Skeelses  were  oric;inall>'  from  Wales,  and  Amos, 
David,  and  John  emi^^rated  to  America  j)re\'ioiis  to  the  Rcvulntionaiy 
war,  settling  at  Lanesboro,  Mass.  At  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century  David,  a  descendant  of  one  of  these  three,  came  to  Highgate.  He 
was  born  in  1779,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  manufactured 
edged  tools.  lie  [)urchased  a  firm  in  liighgate,  whicli  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  his  son  Orin  G.  He  married,  June  8,  1 804,  Martha, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Martha  (White)  Greene.  She  was  a  descend- 
ant of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Greene  of  Revolutionar)-  fame,  and  was  born  in 
March,  1784.  The  children  of  David  and  Martiia  (Greene)  Skeels  were 
Maria,  the  widow  of  John  Fish,  who  resides  at  l^eloit.  Wis.;  Orin  G.; 
Caroline,  who  died  at  eighteen  months  of  age;  Catherine,  who  died  un- 
married in  Highgate;  David,  who  died  at  De  Kalb  Jtinction,  X.  Y.; 
Amanda,  who  married  Chester  Inirnell  and  died  at  St.  Armand,  Can- 
ada; Edward,  wlio  died  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Danville,  Va  ,  during  the 
late  Rebellion;  Caroline  E.,  who  died  unmarried  in  liighgate;  Al- 
fred, who  died  at  Stanbridge,  Canada  ;  Nancy,  who  died  single  at  High- 
gate  ;  and  Martha  A.,  who  married  Hezekiali  Livingston  and  died  at 
Swanton,  Vt.  David,  tlie  father,  died  in  Highgate,  April  12,  1854,  and 
liis  wife  in  Canada,  February  22,  1S6S. 
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Orin  G.  Skcels's  education  was  limited  to  the  district  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town.  Tie  learned  liis  father's  trade,  but  becoming-  dissatisfied  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farnung,  which  he  Ikis  followed  during  his  life. 
He  has  resided  in  Hi^di^ate  except  between  the  years  1837 
when  he  lived  in  Canada.  Mr.  Skeels  married  for  his  first  wife  Lois, 
daughter  of  ICdward  C.  and  Luc)' (Downer)  Ifaskins.  She  was  a  native 
of  Underhill,  \'t.  Thc\'  had  no  children.  Mrs.  Skeels  died  at  the  aj^e  of 
seventy-one  years  and  nine  months.  He  married,  second,  Hannah, 
dauf^hter  of  Addison  aiul  l)ethania  (Hi  ip,i';s)  Smith.  She  is  <'i  nati\'e  of 
Stanbridge,  Canada. 


E.ARLS,  OSCAR  SMALL1A\  M.il,  was  born  in  Ik^rkshire,  Vt.,  on 


^  Januar\-  19,  KS20.  His  [grandfather,  Dr.  J5enjamin  Searls,  was 
a  native  of  ICngland,  and  with  liis  brothers  John  and  James  came  to 
America  before  the  I\evolutionar\'  v.ar.  J  le  was  a  drummer  boy  during- 
that  war,  and  removed  from  Massacluisetts  to  Berkshire,  \'t.,  w  hci  e  he 
practiced  his  profession  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  over  eigiity  years. 
His  wife  was  Eunice  Scott,  and  their  children  were  Orren,  Sheldon  (a 
well  known  physician  in  I^erkshire),  ] benjamin,  Famn;.  l-^hila,  Pamelia, 
and  Delia.  Orren,  the  father  of  Dr.  Oscar  S.,  was  born  in  Berkshire, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fort}'  five  years.  He  married  Loretta, 
daughter  of  Alfred  Smalle\',  of  iMiddlebury,  Vt.,  and  their  children  were 
Rachel,  Edgar  S.,  antl  Oscar  S.  The  latter,  after  attending  the  district 
schools,  took  an  academical  course  at  Jericlio  Academy.  During  the 
years  from  si.xteen  to  twenty-four  his  summers  were  spent  on  his 
father's  farm  and  his  winters  in  teaching  school.  He  commenced  the 
stud}'  of  medicine  with  JJr.  L.  N.  lUirleson,  of  lierkshire,  and  graduated 
from  the  Castleton  Medical  College  at  Castleton,  Yt. 

In  June,  1 847,  he  came  to  Highgate  and  commenced  the  practice 
of  medicine  and  sui'ger}^  As  a  surgeon  he  excelled.  He  performed  a 
great  many  important  operations  successful!}',  and  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  surgeons  in  that  section.  His  rides  extended  over  that  and 
tiie  adjacent  towns,  and  he  was  actively  engaged  in  practicing  liis  pro- 
fession till  18S0,  when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quish his  business,  and  of  late  years  he  has  answered  only  a  few  calls 
from  some  of  his  old  patients.    Fle  is  a  member  of  the  State  and  County 
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Medical  Societies;  a  Republican  in  politics  he  represented  nighf:;ate  in 
the  House  of  Ivcpresentatives  of  1 880-81,  and  has  held  many  town 
offices  of  trust,  includin^^  those  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  scliool  coni- 
inissioner.  Dr.  Searls  married,  fnst,  Amanda  L.,  daughter  of  John  Bar- 
ney, of  Sv\"anton.  There  is  no  ti\'ing  issue  by  this  marriage.  lie  mar- 
ried, second,  October  13,  1S62,  Louise  F.,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  D. 
and  Catharine  (Corrigan)  Re\'nolds,  of  Isle  La  iNTotte.  She  was  born  in 
Vort  Covin^^ton,  N.  \.,  in  June,  1834.  Their  three  children  died  in 
infanc)'. 


S!\irni,  H().\.  JOIIX,  was  born  at  l^arre,  Mass.,  August  12,  1789, 
the  youngest  of  four  sons  of  Deacon  Samuel  and  l^itience  (Gregor\ ) 
Smitli.  Ilis  father  came  to  St.  Albans  in  1800  and  purchased  land  on 
the  present  site  of  the  village,  being  located  north  and  south  of  the  main 
street.  He  afterwards  lost  his  real  estate  through  some  defect  in  the 
title.  In  the  town  of  l^arre  he  was  a  j)rominent  member  of  the  cliurch, 
and  it  is  said  tliat  he  owned  the  only  painted  house  in  the  town  at  the 
time  of  his  removal  to  I'^rankdin  count}'.  His  wife  was  of  Scotch  origin, 
and  was  a  descendant  of  Robert  Ra)"  McGiegor,  of  Scotland. 

John  Smith's  education  was  obtained  at  the  district  schools,  and  hav- 
ing decided  to  fit  himself  for  the  legal  profession  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law  with  his  brother-in  law,  Russell  Ihitchins.  His  studies 
were,  h(>\ve\'er,  mainl\'  j^rosecuted  in  the  oflice  of  the  Hon.  J^enjamin 
Swift.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  August,  1 8 10.  and  soon  after- 
wards formed  a  co- jxir.tnership  with  Judge  Swift.  This  firm  did  a  large 
and  remunerative  business  and  ranhed  second  to  none  in  ability  and  in- 
tegrit}',  and  continued  till  1827,  when,  owing  to  Judge  Swift's  election 
to  Congress,  it  was  dissoKed.  After  the  dissolution  Mr.  Smith  contin- 
ued to  practice  law  till  184$,  having  several  partners  at  different  times. 
In  politics  he  was  a  lOemocrat,  and  was  called  upon  to  fill  various  offices 
in  the  gift  of  the  people.  He  was  elected  state's  attorne}'  of  Franklin 
county  in  1827,  and  filled  that  position  for  the  six  succeeding  \'ears.  In 
1827  he  represented  St.  Albans  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Yermojit 
and  was  re-elected,  except  in  1834,  till  1838,  being  speaker  of  the  House 
in  1832  and  1833.  ^  received  the  nomination  from  the  Democratic 
party  in  1838  for  representative  to  Congress.     The  district  was  strongly 
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Whig,  but  the  personal  pojnilarity  of  the  candidate  was  such  that  after 
tliree  spirited  trials  he  was  elected.  Owing  to  the  political  storm  -that 
swept  the  country  in  1840  Mr.  Smith  was  defeated  and  his  congres- 
sional career  terminated  March  4,  1841. 

Soon  after  his  retirement  from  Congress  the  legislature  of  Vermont  • 
granted  charters  to  several  railroads.  In  1845  niainly  through  his 
eftbrts  a  charter  was  obtained  for  the  Vermont  and  Canada  l\.ailroad 
which  gave  the  right  for  the  company  to  build  a  line  from  some  point 
on  the  Canada  line  thiough  the  village  of  St.  Albans  to  connect  with 
some  point  on  the  Vermont  Central  Kailroad.  They  also  received  the 
right  to  build  a  railroad  from  any  point  on  their  route  to  the  western 
shore  of  Grand  IsK-  count}',  passing  across  the  Sand  Ikir  to  South  Hero. 
This  would  enable  them  to  make  connection  with  the  Ogdensburg  road, 
.wliich  would  o[)(:n  a  through  traffic  with  the  great  lakes  and  the  West- 
ern countr}'.  The  route  crossing  Lake  Cham})Iain  at  South  Hero  proved 
not  to  be  feasible,  and  the  j)roposed  terminus  of  the  Ogdensburg  road 
being  Plattsburgh,  N.  V.,  parties  at  15urlington  tried  to  have  the  project 
abandoned  and  the  connection  of  the  Ogdensburg  and  Vermont  roads 
made  at  that  point  by  ferr\-.  This  connection  was  of  the  most  \  ital  in- 
terest to  the  Vermont  and  Canada  Railroad  for  the  reason  that  the  cap- 
italists of  the  country  refused  to  advance  any  further  aid  to  the  Vermont 
railroads  onl}-  on  condition  that  an  unbroken  line  could  be  secured  to 
the  great  lakes  of  the  W  est.  Mr.  Smith  proved  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency. He  petitioned  the  Vermont  legislature  to  amend  the  charter 
granted  the  \^ermont  and  Canada  Railroad  b}' erasing  the  words  "i)ass- 
ing  across  the  Sand  Rar  to  South  Hero."  He  carried  this  amcndnient 
successfulh'  through  the  legislature  and  thereby'  gave  the  railroad  the 
right  to  build  from  any  point  on  their  route  to  au)-  point  on  the  west- 
ern shore  of  Grand  Isle  count}'.  The  Ogdensburg  road  changed  its 
terminus  to  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.,  and  Mr.  Smith  having  purchased  tlie 
farm  in  Alburgh  directly  opposite  a  wharf  was  built  to  the  channel  of 
the  lake,  and  the  connection  was  first  made  by  ferry  and  subsequently  a 
bridge  was  built.  Still  the  capitalists  hesitated  to  advance  the  funds  to 
build  the  road.  At  this  crisis  Mr.  Smith  with  two  other  gentlemen  de- 
cided on  a  course  as  bold  as  it  was  ultimately  successful.  The}'  pro- 
ceeded to  prosecute  the  work-,  becoming  personally  responsible  .for  the 
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expense  of  same,  and  borrowed  $500,000  before  a  dollar  was  realized 
for  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  company. 

Thus  did  Mr.  Smitli  by  liis  enterprise  and  foresiglit  take  advantage  of 
circun'iSlances  to  inaugurate  a  course  of  measures  that  has  greatly  ad- 
vanced the  material  wealtli  ami  interests  of  St.  Albans.  ]\y  his  efforts 
in  this  matter  St.  Albans  became  eventually  the  home  of  the  Central 
Vermont  Railroad,  and  thereb}-  became  the  most  prosperous  and 
wealthy  village  in  Northern  Vermont.  He  stands  paramount  in  liistory 
as  llie  benefactor  of  T'^ranl>:]in  count}-  and  of  St.  Albans  in  particular,  ' 
and  should  receive  the  rev  erence  and  gratitude  of  the  present  as  well  as 
all  succeeding  generations.  Mr.  Smith  was  noted  for  his  liberalit}', 
public  s[)irit,  sagacit>%  and  untiring  energ)-.  Ilis  sudden  death  occiured 
November  20,  1858,  and  was  largely  due  to  his  i)erplexing  and  exhaust- 
ive Labors.  On  December  31,  1815,  he  made  a  profession  of  religion 
by  connecting  liimself  w  ith  the  Congregational  church,  and  continued 
to  his  death  an  actix'e  and  inlluential  member.  lie  mairied,  Septem- 
ber iS,  1S14,  xMiss  Maria  W.  Curtis,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Harriet,  who  married  l^enjamin  1).  Newton,  and  died  at 
Plattsburgh,  N.  V.;  Jf)hn  Gregory  ;  Kdward,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years;  Wcuthinglon  C;  Julia,  who  married  George  G.  Hunt,  and  died  at 
St.  Albans;  and  l^Vancis  and  J.ouisa  (twins),  of  whom  the  former  died  in 
infanc}'  and  the  latter  married  Lawrence  I^rainerd  and  died  at  St.  Albans. 

A  beautiful  memorial  stone  of  white  marble  in  St.  .Vlbans  cemeter}- 
is  inscribed  with  the  following  ei)itaph  :  "In  memor\'  of  John  Smith. 
Born  at  l^arre,  Mass.,  August  12,  1789,  died  at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  Novem- 
ber 20,  1 85 8.  His  private  virtues  and  the  graces  of  a  well  ordered 
Christian  life  endeared  him  to  his  famih'  and  friends,  and  qualified  him 
for  the  distinguished  position  which  he  occupied  at  the  bar,  and  for  the 
man)-  offices  of  public  and  political  trusts  which  were  bestowed  upon 
him.  This  simply  indicates  the  spot  where  the  mortal  remains  iei)ose 
of  one  who  by  his  perse\'erauce  and  energy  in  successfully  establishing 
the  Vermont  and  Canada  Ivailroad  gave  to  hTanklin  county  and  St.  Al- 
bans a  stimulus  for  the  development  of  their  agricultural  and  manufact- 
uring resources."  The  most  enduring  and  substantial  monument  to  this 
man's  memory  is  the  busy  offices  and  emplo}'ees  of  the  Central  \'er- 
mont  Railroad,  w-hich  to-day  controls  and  operates  about  750  miles  of 
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railroad  in  Vermont  and  otlicr  states,  and  whicli  is  the  outgrowth  of  the 
old  Vermont  and  Canada  Railroad,  to  the  success  of  which  he  devoted 
the  last  )'ears  of  his  life. 

S.MITH.  Hon.  JOHX  GREGORY,  bom  at  St.  Albans,  July  22,  1818, 
is  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Maria  \\\  (Curtis)  Smith.  lie  was 
earl)'  educated  at  the  district  schools  of  his  native  town  and  i^raduated 
from  the  I'Vanklin  Count}'  Grammar  School  in  1834.  Tlie  same  year  he 
became  a  stuflent  at  the  University  of  Vermont,  and  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1S3S.  Having  decided  to  follow  the  profession  of 
law  he  entered  the  Law  Department  of  Yale  College  and  finished  his 
studies  in  the  spring  of  1841,  and  the  following  fall  term  of  court  he  was 
admitted  to  the  l^^anklln  County  l^ai.  I-'rom  this  time  till  the  death  of 
his  fatlu  r,  in  1858,  he  was  associated  with  him  in  law  practice,  and  was 
during  the  greater  ])arl  of  tins  time  counsel  for  the  X'^ermont  Central 
Railroad. 

In  1858  he  relinquished  the  profession  of  hiw  to  enter  into  extensive 
railroad  enterprises.  The  X'ermont  Central  and  X'crmont  and  Cariada 
Railroads  having  been  foreclosed  by  tlie  bondholders  a  board  of  five 
trustees  was  formed  to  operate  them,  and  .Mr.  Smith  became  a  member 
of  this  board,  and,  like  his  father,  he  dOvotcd  untiring  energy  and  far- 
reaching  forecast  to  the  raihoad  interests  of  Vermont. 

l^eing  endowed  with  great  executive  ability  he  finally  brought  order 
out  of  chaos.  The"  great  power  exerted  and  millions  of  dollars  invested 
by  the  Central  VT-rmont  Railroad  are  due  mainly  to  his  individual  ef- 
forts. Governor  Smith  continued  to  be  a  member  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees until  the  consolidation  of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad  interests 
under  the  present  s\'Stem,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  its  chief  ex- 
ecutive officer.  Not  only  has  he  been  interested  in  the  railroad  enter- 
prises of  his  native  state,  but  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  positions  in 
other  railroad  corporations;  he  was  several  years  president  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad. 

In  the  politiL's  of  Vermont  Governor  Smith  has  been  favorably  and 
honorably  identified  ;  always  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
he  represented  his  native  town  in  the  legislature  of  i860,  '61,  and  '62, 
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being  speaker  of  tlie  House  in  1S61.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state 
Senate  in  1858  and  '59.  In  1863  he  was  elected  to  the  higlicst  office  in 
tlie  gift  of  his  nativ^e  state — the  gubernatorial  chair.  He  held  tliis  posi- 
tion from  I  S63  to  1865,  which  w  as  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  becaiViC  one  of  the  best  war  governors  of  the  times.  While  he  was 
governor  of  Vermont  the  militia  ranks  were  well  filled  and  he  was  the 
soldier's  friend  everywhere.  During  this  time  he  received  hundreds  of 
letters  from  soldiers  asking  favors,  and  none  were  treated  inoonsider- 
atelw  He  saw  them  in  the  camp  and  on  the  field,  in  the  hospital 
wounded  and  d}'ing.  and  ministered  to  their  wants.  For  the  sick  and 
starved  from  J^elle  Island,  returning  to  Anna}K)lis  paroled  prisoners,  he 
personally  interceded  at  the  W'ai' Department  and  procured  furloughs  for 
them  to  reach  home,  a  privilege  granted  to  the  paroled  prisoneis  from 
no  other  state  in  the  winter  of  1 863. 

Go\-ernor  Smith's  love  for  his  native  town  has  been  shown  b\'  man)' 
generous  and  liberal  gifts,  the  beautiful  fountain  which  adoriis  the  public 
park  being  only  one  of  man}-  illustrations.  In  his  private  life  he  is  most 
courteous  and  kind,  the  admired  center  of  a  host  of  friends;  in  his  business 
life  he  is  pleasant  and  affable  to  all,  al\\a\'s  willing  to  lend  his  time  to 
any  who  ma\'  approach  him.  His  private  residence  and  grounds  are 
among  the  finest  in  the  state,  and  thc\'  afford  a  view  of  the  surrounding 
lake  and  mountain  scenery  that  is  probably  surj^assed  by  no  place  in  the 
country.  In  business  and  social  life  he  has  been  eminentl)'  successful. 
A  man  of  strict  ihtegrit}-,  Governor  Smith  well  merits  the  high  esteem 
accorded  him  by  his  fellowmen. 

The  governor  in  his  early  life  did  not  fail  to  interest  himself  in  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  county.  The  evidences  of  this  are  the  large 
and  extensive  farms  operated  by  him  in  St.  Albans,  where  employment 
is  given  to  a  large  number  of  men  and  nature  is  aided  and  encouraged 
to  bring  forth  large  and  abundant  crops.  Governor  Smith  married  ]\Iiss 
Anna  Eliza,  daughter  of  Hon.  Lawrence  Brainerd,  and  has  a  family  of 
five  children,  \  iz.:  George,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn,;  Anna,  who  resides  at 
home;  Edward  C.,  president  of  the  Gentral  W-rmont  Railroad;  Julia 
(Mrs.  A.  C.  Stevens),  of  I^oston  ;  and  Helen  (.Mrs.  Rev.  Donald  C.  .Mc- 
Kay), of  St.  Albans. 
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WAUGH,  THJ^ODORE  ROGERS,  M.D.,  was  born  in  Sauquoit, 
Oneida  count)',  N.  V.,  Xovember  i ,  i  846.  the  second  son  in  a  family 
of  the  four  surviving  chilchen  of  Rev.  John  and  Charlotte  (Rogers) 
Waugh.  The  family  is  of  iLnglish  descent,  and  his  father,  w  ho  was  the 
son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in  Carlisle,  County  Cumberland.  ICngland,  in 
March,  18  14,  and  when  a  child  was  brought  by  his  father  to  lioston,  where 
he  grew  up.  The  elder  Waugh  was  an  author  of  some  distinction  and 
was  of  Quaker  origin,  his  ancestors  hav  ing  removed  from,  Scotland  to 
the  northern  part  of  l^ngland  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  The 
early  settlers  of  the  town  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  count\%  Pa.,  were 
hirgely  from  the  city  of  thiit  name  in  ICngland.  On  the  matei'ual  side 
Dr.  Waugh  is  descended  from  an  old  English  fiimily.  His  mother, 
Charlotte  Rogers,  born  in  New  York  state,  was  the  daughter  of  Oliver 
Rogers,  who  was  the  first  one  to  introduce  mnchinery  for  calico  printing 
in  America.  His  father,  the  Kev.  John  Waugh,  has  been  a  I'lesbN'tc- 
rian  pastor  in  the  state  of  New  York  for  fifty- one  years,  and  is  now 
successfully  laboring  at  Cohocton,  N.  Y.  J-Ie  is  the  author  of  several 
works,  among  which  is  a  sacred  epic,  "  Messiah's  Mission,"  in  nine 
books. 

The  early  education  of  Dr.  Waugh  was  obtained  at  the  local  schools 
of  his  native  town.  His  father  about  185  5  being  called  to  take  charge 
of  a  societ)'  at  C  anton,  St.  Lawrence  count}',  N.  Y.,  he  finished  his  j)ri- 
mary  studies  at  that  place,  and  in  1S61  became  a  student  at  the  St. 
Lawrence  Acadenu-  at  Canton,  where  at  different  periods  during  three 
years  he  received  a  comp'ele  academical  and  collegiate  course.  His 
father's  financial  'condition  not  allowing  him  at  this  time  to  give  the 
doctor  as  well  as  his  elder  brother  both  a  more  thorough  education,  the 
former  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  studies,  and  in  1865  he  came  to 
New  York  cit)',  wliere  he  was  employed  b}'  C.  1 1.  ])Owman  &  Co.,  in  whose 
employ  he  reniained  for  thi  ee  \'ears,  and  the  practical  knowledge  cf  the 
dry  goods  business  thus  obtained  has  since  been  of  utmost  value  to  him 
and  has  been  of  great  aid  in  helping  him  to  accumulate  the  large  prop- 
erty he  now  enjo\-s.  After  leaving  New  York'  city  Dr.  Waugh  returned 
to  Canton,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father  still  resided,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Daggett.  His  father  afterwards  removed  to 
Carthage,  N.  Y.,  and  he  studied  there  with  Dr.  Brown.     In  1869  he 
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entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College  at  l*hiladelpliia,  Pa.,  and  also  be- 
came a  private  pupil  of  Prof.  Henry  Noah  Martin,  professor  of  materia 
medica  in  that  institution.  He  graduated  in  1872  from  this  college,  and 
on  May  ist  of  that  ycai-  came  to  St  Albans  through  the  solicitation  of  ]3r. 
Stebbins  A.  Smith,  w  ho  w  as  a  practicing  honuuopalhic  physician  at  that 
place.  Dr.  Waugh  has  since  resided  in  St.  Albans,  and  has  by  his  own 
endeavors  and  energetic  work  built  up  one  of  the  largest  practices  in 
P^ranklin. count}'.  In  introducing  the  new  sclu^ol  of  medicine  he  has 
overconie  the  prejudices  of  the  people  and  the  i:)restige  of  \'ears  which 
have  been  in  fa\'or  of  his  brethren  of  the  older  school.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  W-rmont  State  Honur  opathic  Medical  Societ}'  and  has  been  presi- 
dent of  that  body. 

Since  his  residence  in  St.  Albans  l^r.  Waugh  has  interested  himself  in 
the  welfare  and  prosperit)'  of  that  village,  and  is  the  owner  of  many 
valuable  pieces  of  real  estate  h^cated  within  its  limits.  In  politics  a  Re- 
publicaji  his  life  has  been  tOt»  bus\'  attending  to  his  })rnctice  and  his 
business  interests  to  become  an  applicant  for  i:)olitical  honors.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  St.  .Allians  Hospital,  and  has  since  its 
foundation  been  one  of  its  b<jard  of  directors.  In  1SS9  he  was  elected 
superintendent  and  treasurer  of  the  hospital  ;  the  former  office  includes 
the  duties  of  house  physician.  Dr.  Waugh  married  Miss  .Adah  J.  Rey- 
nolds, a  descendant  of  Sir  Joshua  R.  Rex-nolds,  and  their  first  born, 
Theodora,  died  at  the  age  of  li\e  >ears.  'J'hc)-  afterwards  adopted  a 
daughter,  IMarguerite.  I'hcir  other  child  is  a  son,  I'heodore  Rogers 
Waugh,  jr. 


KDARD,SPI:NCER  S.,wasbornin  Stanbridge,  P.O  ,  April  2  i ,  i  838, 


j3  and  was  the  oldest  of  three  children  born  to  John  and  Philena  C.  I^e- 
dard.  During  his  youth  his  father  died  and  Spencer  S.  then  commenced 
to  learn  the  harnessmakei's  trade.  In  the  fall  of  1856  he  came  to  St. 
Albans,  but  after  about  two  years  he  went  to  Montpelier.  In  the  spring 
of  1862  he  went  to  l)Oston  and  found  employment,  but  three  }'ears 
later,  in  1865,  he  returned  to  St.  Albans,  at  which  village  he  has  since 
resided.  On  coniing  to  this  place  Mr.  Pedard  entered  into  {Kirlnership 
with  his  brother,  J.  A.  Peclard.  and  i)urchascd  the  harness  business 
formerly  conducted  by  H.  M.  Stevens,  but  to  this  they  added  a  trade  in 
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carriages  ;  and  after  the  firm  dissolved — having  been  in  trade  some 
twelve  years — the  harness  business  was  continued  by  his  brother,  while 
Spencer  took  charge  of  the  carriage  trade  and  has  since  carried  it  on. 
l^csides  this  S[)cncei-  S.  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  tlie  boot  and  shoe 
business  and  in  the  clothing  business  at  Ivouse's  Point,  N.  Y.  Mr.  l^e- 
dard  has  not  been  unknown  in  the  political  history  of  St.  Albans,  as 
about  1870  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  held  that  office  about 
ten  yctus.  In  1880  he  was  chosen  associate  judge  of  the  County  Court, 
and  so  continued  for  two  years.  In  1S85  and  1886  he  was  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  his  town,  and  in  the  fall  of  1886  he  was  elected  town  rep- 
resentative. In  the  legislature  Judge  Bedard  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Ways  and  Means  and  on  Claims.  In  religious  matters  he  and 
In's  familx'  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church.  On  arriving  in 
Monti:)elier  in  i860  Mr.  IJedard  married  Sarah  1>.  Clark.  They  have 
had  three  children  :  Jennie  (wife  oi  V.  Irvin  Dutcher),  Sarah  Grace,  and 
Frederick  S.  Mr,  Bcdard's  mother  was  of  American  birth,  but  of 
h.nglish  descent.  1  lis  maternal  grandfather  was  born  in  T'rance.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  of  Dutch  extraction. 


]\  T  AYNARI),  ASlllJCV  J.,  a  native  of  ]^>akcrsficld,  Vt.,  was  born  in 
IVl  February,  18-15,  fourth  child  of  James  Maynard,  who  was 
born  in  Bakersfield  in  April,  1809,  '^"^^  reared  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. James  married  Antensia,  daughter  of  Josiah  Shattuck.  in  1837. 
Ashley  J.  was  brought  up  to  farm  work,  received  but  a  common  school 
education,  and  started  out  for  himself  in  earl}'  life  as  onl}'  a  common 
Jaborer.  In  1870  he  bought  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  December,  1874,  he  married,  first,  Flla,  daughter  of  Harvey 
Upton,  of  Bakersfield.  and  the}'  have  had  four  children  :  Sadie,  born 
December  2,  1875  ;  Lena,  born  in  July,  1877;  Arthur,  born  in  May, 
1879;  and  Grace,  born  in  March,  1881.  He  married,  second,  Jennie 
(Sweet)  Barnum,  of  Lawrence,  Mass.,  June  4,  I  890.  Mr.  Maynard  has 
always  been  a  firm  Republican,  and  in  1887  was  lister  of  his  town.  He 
is  a  member  of  Kagle  Lodge,  No.  67,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Fairfield.  He 
and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist  k^piscopal  church  of  Bakersfield,  of 
which  the  latter  is  a  member. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

FAMILY  SKETCHES  OF  FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

TO  enumerate  all  of  the  old  and  i)roniinent  families  in  P^ranklin 
county  would  in  itself  malce  a  large  and  pretentious  volume,  while 
it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  give  a  genealogical  skctcli  of  all. 
\Vc  have  been  compelled,  owing  to  lack  of  space,  to  limit  these  sketches 
to  only  those  who  have  felt  and  manifested  an  interest  in  preserving  the 
records  of  tlieir  ancestors.  Sketches  of  many  of  the  early  settlers  will 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  chapters  containing  the  history  of  the 
respective  towns.  In  this  chapter  biographical  notices  have  been  col- 
lected and  printed  of  those  whose  descendants  to-day  form  the  business 
and  social  life  of  the  stated  localities. 

Bakersfiei.d. 

Brigliain,  Albert  G.,  was  born  in  llakprsfiekl,  Marcli  12,  1830.  His  father,  Josiali  F., 
was  a  native  of  the  f^nnio  town,  and  wa.^  lioin  October  11,  1801,  a  son  ol*  Uriah  and 
Kli/abtth  F.,  v.ho  in  17*J'!.  njovt-d  from  Marlboro.  >Li.<s.,  to  J^akersrlieid,  where  Uriah 
died  August  2^,  1878.  Albert  G.  married,  first,  Marielte,  dauglitcr  of  Josiah  Hough- 
ton, in  April,  1850,  and  thuir  two  rhiidren  were  Charles  W.,  born  about  1800,  and 
•  Fred  IL,  l)0rn  in  1802.  He  married,  .second,  Celitia,  daugljter  of  George  Laraljee.  of 
Berkshiie,  October  20,  1809.  Tln-y  had  two  childrfti :  George  F.,  born  July  2"),  187-1, 
and  Cynthia  J.,  born  April  22,  l.'*7''>.  All^ert  G.  secured  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  18r».'i  lie  went  to  Boston,  where  he  was  t-ngaged  in  business  for  two 
years.  In  1805  he  returned  to  his  native  town  as  a  farmer,  in  wliich  with  his  business 
he  has  been  successful.  He  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  has  been  selectman  for  four 
terms. 

Brigham,  AVilliam  O  ,  was  born  in  Bakersfie'.d,  May  10.  1830.  Tlis  father,  Samuel  S., 
was  also  a  native  of  Baken-(ield.  and  married  Mary,  daugliter  of  Peter  Powers,  in  18.)5. 
They  liave  had  four  children  :  William  » ).:  Julia  S.,  born  in  183!».  died  February  1  I,  1880  ; 
Mary  E.,  born  in  18-^3  ;  and  Laura  E.,  born  in  1851.  Wilham  O.  J>righam  married  Nellie, 
daughter  of  John  Perkins,  of  BakerstieM.  in  February,  18<iL  They  have  three  chihiren  : 
Clarence  and  Clara  (twins).  l»oin  February  5,  1807,  and  John  P..  born  July  18,  1872. 
*  Mr.  Brigham  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Bakeisiield  Academy. 
In  1858  he  moved  to  Illinois  and  was  in  the  emj'loy  of  S.  B.  Holmes  and  W.  B. 
Powers  until  the  spring  of  18<i<),  when  he  returned  to  Bakerslield  and  worked  on  the 
farm  witli  liis  father.  In  8epteml)er,  1S02,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G, 
Thirteenth  Vermont  Regiment,  and  in  June,  isd,},  he  received  an  honorable  discharge. 
Beturning  to  iiis  native  town  h*'  bouglit  the  faim  known  as  the  Brigham  homestead, 
and  has  since  been  a  farmer.  He  has  held  most  of  the  usual  town  otlices  ;  selectman,  lister, 
and  overseer  of  the  poor  for  fourteen  years.  At  dilVerent  times  he  lias  been  adjutant 
02 
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and  commander  of  Merritt  Williams  Post,  No.  20,  G.  A.  R.,  of  BakersfielJ.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bngham  are  members  of  the  Congregational  chnrch. 

Giddings,  William  A.,  was  born  in  Bakersficld.  August  3,  18.>0.  His  grandparents, 
William  and  Jk-tsey  (Harris)  Giddings,  came  from  Massachusetts  to  ]>akersfield  about 
ISUo.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom  Thomas,  father  of  William  A.,  was  the  fifth 
cliild,  born  in  He  married,  Grsl,  Salina  Katon,  of  Knosburgh,  Vt.,  in  Decern) >(M-, 

182U,  and  they  had  four  children,  as  follows:  Amanda,  born  November  7,  1S30.  died  in 
1880;  Josiah,  born  August  10,  ISiVJ;  Lorinda,  born  September  13,  LS.'M  ;  and  Thomas  H.. 
born  September  8,  1836.  He  married,  second,  Clarissa,  daughter  of  Alanson  and  J^ethiali 
(Dunhami  Kiluurn,  of  J-^nosburgh.  October  28,  1S3S.  by  wiiom  he  had  one  cljild,  ^Vill- 
iam  A.  William  A.  Giddmgs  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
oonnnon-schools.  In  Marcli,  18G0.  he  married  Kmeroy  C,  daughter  of  John  Ballard, 
of  Bakcrstield.  and  they  have  one  child,  Harry  ]),,  born  December  (J,  ISS.o.  Mr.  Gid- 
dings is  a  Repul>lican  and  was  elected  selectman  in  ISSo.  He  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  six  years  preceding  ISUO.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  of  East  Enosbnrgh. 

Giddings,  William  IL,  was  born  in  Bakersfield.  October  24,  1840.  His  father,  Will- 
iam, born  in  175*0,  married  Betsey  Wallace,  of  Wentworth.  N.  H.,  and  had  ten  chihhcn, 
of  whom  William  H.  was  the  youngest.  William,  sr.,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  at 
'  which  lie  worked  and  carried  on  a  farm  in  Bakersfield  for  many  years.  Here  William  H. 
wa'^  reared  and  s»*cured  a  common  school  education.  In  April.  180.),  he  commenced  tlie 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  W.  R.  Hutchinson,  then  at  Kno>burgh  Center,  and  in  the 
spring  terms  of  18G">  and  'OG  attended  tiie  Medical  Department  of  tlie  Uni\ersity  of 
Vermont  at  Burlington,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  June  of  the  latter  year.  He 
decided  after  much  thought  t«>  settle  in  Bakcrsheld.  February  11,  18' i8,  he  married 
Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Jolui  S.  Perkins,  of  that  town,  and  tiiey  liave  one  cliild,  Flor- 
ence E.,  born  in  June,  1882.  Mr.  Giddings  is  a  Re[»ublican  and  the  present  senator 
from  this  district.  He  has  l)een  trustee  for  six  years  of  the  Vermont  State  Asylum  for 
the  Insane,  and  is  chairman  of  that  board.  In  1870  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Con- 
stitutional Convention.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  in  18'.'0  was 
president  of  the  Franklin  County  Medical  Society.  He  lias  been  selectman,  and  held 
other  oOices  of  trust  in  liis  native  town. 

Mainartl,  Ashley  J.,  a  native  of  Bakersfield,  was  born  in  February.  1845,  the  fourth  child 
of  James  Mainard,- who  was  born  in  Bakersfield  in  A])ril.  1809,  and  reared  a  family  of 
six  children.  James  married  Antensia,  daughter  of  Josiah  Shattuck,  in  1837.  Ash- 
^  ley  J.  was  brought  up  to  farm  work,  received  only  a  common  school  education,  and 
started  out  for  himself  early  in  life  as  a  common  la!»orer.  In  1870  he  bought  the  old 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  December,  1874,  lie  married,  first.  F'lla, 
daughter  of  Harvey  Upton,  of  Bakeisfield,  and  they  have  four  children  :  Sady,  born 
Deceml'cr  21.  187G;  Lena,  born  in  July,  1877;  Arthur,  born  in  Ma}',  1879  ;  and  Grace, 
born  in  March,  1881.  He  married,  second,  Jennie  (S\veetj  Barnum,  of  Lawrence,  Mass., 
June  4.  1890.  Mr.  Mainard  lias  always  been  a  firm  Repul4ican,  and  in  1.^87  was  lister 
of  his  town.  He  is  a  men:l>er  of  lv'i(,de  Lodge,  No.  G7.  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  F^airfield.  He 
and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist  IOpiscoj«al  cliurch  of  Bakersfield,  of  which  the  latter 
is  a  member. 

Maynard,  Jesse  K.,  was  born  in  Bakersfield,  Vt..  March  24.  1808.  a  son  of  John  ^fay- 
nard.  who  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1774.  The  latter  came  to  Bakersfield  about 
1795  and  settled  on  a  farm.  He  married  Elizabeth  Knowles,  of  that  town,  about  1797, 
and  they  had  five  children,  of  whom  Jesse  K.  was  the  last.  John  ^Liyiiard  died  in 
1813.  Jesse  K.  married  Lucy  M.  Taylor  in  1828.  and  they  liad  five  chiMren,  viz.:  John 
K.  L.,  born  July  20,  1829;  Elizabeth  M.,  born  September  3,  18.".0:  Cornelia  L..  born 
-June  23,  18.-2;  and  two  who  died  :n  infancy.  Lucy  ^f.  Maynard  died  in  183G,  and 
.Jesse  K.  married,  second,  Lucy  Giddings  in  1837.    Of  this  marriage  one  child,  Harriet  L., 
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was  l»orn  in  ISI'2.  Mr.  Maynard  married,  tliird,  Mclona  (Paj^e)  Jeudevine,  in  Septoni- 
ber,  1S7-I.  who  died  August  2.  1SS8.  His  daughter  by  his  second  marriage,  Harriet  L., 
married  RoUin  G.  Brown,  of  l']nosl)urgh,  in  December,  1878.  They  had  one  cliih],  Sum- 
ner R.,  born  February  1,  lsS2,  who  died  August  2,  18SG.  Kolliu  G.  JJrown  died  J)e- 
cen)ber  14,  1881.    His  widow,  Harriet  L.,  lives  with  her  father  in  Bakersfield. 

Naramore,  William  M.,  a  native  of  Chittenden  county,  Vt.,  was  born  October  10, 
18U.  His  father,  Hawley  A.,  was  born  in  Underhill,  Chittenden  county,  October  2:J, 
1802,  and  married  Fannie  L.,  daughter  of  Peter  Martin,  of  the  same  town.  He  was  one 
of  the  original  incorjiorators  of  that  town.  They  had  nine  children  :  Gaines  H  ,  born 
October  10.  1823;  F^lam  M.,  born  March  11,  IS.iG;  FVanlc.  boru  December  20,  1837; 
Justin,  born  July  -J.  1810;  liollin  C,  born  October  17,  1812,  died  October  30,  1802; 
William  M.;  Fanny  L.,  born  Sej'temi»er  G,  1817,  died  February  13,,  1873;  Fred  P.,  born 
August  5,  18."jl,  died  March  0,  1870;  and  Olive  E..  born  May  9.  1854,  died  September 
27,  185').  Hn'wley  A.  Naramore  died  in  Bakerslield.  Feljruary  17,  1885.  William  M. 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  September  Idthhe  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  .served  a  nine  months'  term.  Au- 
gust 15,  18til,  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  K,  Seventeenth  Vermont  Volunteers,  was 
made  a  sergeant,  and  was  honorably  discharged  July  14,  18'i5.  He  was  in  the  Ninth 
Corps  of  Grant's  regiment  and  participated  in  the  Getty.vburg  and  Peter.^buig  cam- 
paigns. In  1880  he  removed  to  Jiakersfield  and  engaged  in  trade.  He  has  been  com- 
mander of  Merritt  Williams  Post,  No.  20.  G.  A.  P.,  of  Bakersfield,  for  four  years,  and  in 
1890  finished  liis  fourth  term  as  adjutant.  He  served  as  aid-de-cam[»  on  the  personal 
stalls  of  General  Fairchilds  and  Judge  Kugg  when  they  were  commanders  of  the  G.  A.  It. 
He  married  Medora  L.,  daughter  ol  Elijah  and  Mary  Porter,  of  Chittenden  county,  and 
they  have  two  children:  May,  born  March  30,  1871,  and  Hurt  F.,  born  August  7,  1877. 

Perkins,  John  A.,  is  a  native  of  Bakersfield,  and  was  born  December  1,  183!>.  His 
father,  John  Perkins,  was  l)orn  in  Bakersfield  and  married  iJetsey  Picrson.  of  the  same 
town,  and  they  had  nine  children.  John  A.  received  his  education  in  the  conmion 
schools  and  in  tht*  academies  of  BakersHeld.  In  1859  he  married  Mariah  Hulburt,  of 
Bakersfield.  In  1804  or  18<".5  he  oitened  a  general  mercantile  store  in  Bakersfield,  in 
which  he  is  still  engaged.  He  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  served  as  town  treasurer 
from  187i  to  1890.  "  He  helil  the  position  of  postmaster  from  1S73,  until  1884.  In  188<) 
and  again  in.  1880  he  represented  the  town  in  the  legislature  and  was  appointed  post- 
master under  President  Harrison,  which  ])Osition  he  still  oceui)ies.  Mr  Perkins  has 
been  deacon  in  the  (congregational  church  for  many  years. 

Perkins,  Manlius  li.,  a  native  of  iMiosburgh.  was  born  March  S,  1^'50.  His  father, 
James  A.,  was  born  in  Bakersfield,  June  22.  1817,  and  married  Emily ,  daughter  of  Jonas 
Brigham,  of  Bakeisfiel*!,  about  ISI'I.  They  had  two  children  :  Manlius  ]{.  and  F^mma. 
The  latter,  born  Dt;cember  22,  1801,  married  John  Giddings,  of  Bakersfield,  in  1888. 
Manlius  R.  Perkins  married  L.  Georgie.  daughter  of  M.  Bradford,  January  1,  1877. 
Tiiey  have  iwo  children  :  Harry  B..  born  March  17,  1879,  and  Harlie  M.,  born  April  28, 
1883.  Mr.  Perkins  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  is  a  Pie[)ublican  in  poli- 
tics. He  is  s  farmer  and  millwright.  Tiie  old  circular  saw-mill  was  0))cratod  for 
about  two  year.s,-when  James  Ayres  j)ut  in  an  upright  saw.  Mr,  Ayres  was  the  first 
to  run  a  saw-mill  in  Bakersfield,  Mr,  Perkins  re{)aired  tlie  old  circular  saw  and  put  in 
machinery  suitable  for  furnishing  lumber  ready  for  market.  Since  1887  the  mill  has 
been  kept  running  the  whole  year  with  the  exce{)tion  of  a  short  time  during  midsum- 
mer. The  mill  now  contains  a  j'laner,  matcher,  and  a  complete  shingle-mill,  and  does 
an  extensive  manufacturing  business  and  o.  large  amount  of  custom  work,  having  a 
daily  capacity  of  al.)ouL  'i,OoO  feet  of  lumber. 


734      History  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  Counties. 


Berkshire. 

Anderson,  Robert,  born  in  Ilo^  alton,  Vt.,  May  31,  177(»,  moved  to  Knosburgh.  Yt.. 
in  rcljiuary,  isll,  and  to  East  lierksliiie  in  Marcli,  L^Ki.  He  married  }{ulh  Stevens, 
of  Ilai  tland,  and  wus  a  farnier  by  0(.'cuj>ati(.>n.  In  1S43  liis  son  Robert  S.  married  Har- 
riet Perley,  of  En.>sbu:-gh.  by  Avhom  be  bas  bad  tbice  cliiklrcn,  viz.:  Florence,  born 
November  27,  IS.'tO,  married  Jan)es  Hadley,  and  died  December  13,  1878;  Isabel, 
born  February  8,  ]<b'2,  married  Ira  J.  Sweat,  of  Potton,  Canada,  and  bas  one  child, 
Leon;  and  Robert  S,.  jr.,  born  August  lio,  1805,  resides  at  bonie. 

Anderi^on,  Seth  P.,  .sou  uf  Robert,  ^va.s  born  in  Royallon,  ^Yind^or  county,  Yl.,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1802.  lie  uiarried  Elvina  Stone,  who  was  born  August  21,  ISOG.  Of  this  mar- 
riage tliere  were  four  children,  three  of  whonj  are  living.  Ira  S.,  the  eldest,  was  born 
May  27,  1831,  and  has  always  lived  on  the  homestead.  He  married,  June  1.  ]8.")3, 
Elvina  Perley,  daughter  of  Ivlward  PerU-y,  of  East  Berkshire.  She  was  born  August 
18,  IS.32.  Their  children  are  Annette,  Wilbert  L.,  and  Mary  P.  Wilbert  L.  married 
Dora  Reattie,  of  Sandusky,  O.,  and  is  now  a  Congregational  minister  in  Muskegon,  Midi. 
Mary  P.  is  teaching  in  a  Presbyterian  college  in  Independence,  Mo. 

Austin,  Mary  Ann,  born  in  Berkshire,  April  13,  1821,  is  the  daughter  of  LuciusH.and 
Mary  \Yheeler.  Her  fatjier  was  liorn  in  Windsor  county  in  1801,  and  married  Mary 
Rowley,  of  Enosl'urth,  in  1S32.  They  liad  eight  children,  oi  whom  Mary  Ann  was  the 
eldest.  She  mariied,  January  4,  18b'..  Hazard  P.  Austin,  a  native  of  Berkshire  and 
the  second  son  of  four  suns  and  one  daught«*r  born  to  Raymond  and  Abigail  Austin.  He 
•was  reared  on  a  farm  with  but  the  advantages  of  a  common  school  education,  and 
started  in  life  without  aid,  but  later  became  the  posses.sor  of  a  good  j)roperty.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  Republican  and  held  several  town  ofhces.  He  ilied  May  24.  1S87.  His 
widow,  Mary  Ann  Austin,  lives  on  the  homestead  and  conducts  the  business. 

Booth,  James  T.,  tiie  second  in  a  family  of  twelve  children  of  Joshua  antl  Sarah 
(Taylor)  Booth,  was  born  in  Ireland,  February  14,  1S20,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
his  parents  in  Iv^ll,  finally  removing  to  Canada.  He  married  Mary  Ann.  daughter  of 
Robert  Armstrong,  of  Berkshn-e,  xVul'usI  2,  1848.  In  18ij9  he  started  a  general  store  at 
Berkshire,  whicii  he  continued  until  18M),  when  he  sold  out  to  his  nephew,  ^Yilliam  B. 
Jolley.  He  was  postmaster  for  twenty-three  years  at  this  place  preceding  1889.  He 
is  a  liepuldican  m  ]>olitics,  and  has  been  selectman  and  trustee  of  public  money  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church  of  P>erk.shire,  and  a  member  of 
Osissegus  Lodge,  No.  78,  F.  and  A.  M.    ^Irs.  Booth  died  July  G,  1875. 

Bouen.  Cromwell,  cnme  from  Clarendon  to  Berkshire  al)out  1808.  He  had  four 
•children,  of  whoni' Harrison,  born  in  1813,  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Silas  Stowe.  of 
Berkshire.  They  hud  five  children,  Albert  H..  who  was  born  July  3,  18."^.;,  being  the 
■eldest.  He  worked  on  the  farm  and  in  1SG2  bought  the  homestead.  In  18G3  he  mar- 
ried Florence,  daughter  of  Allen  Thayer,  of  Berkshire,  by  whom  he  had  I'lve  children  : 
Mary  S.,  born  in  18G4,  married  Herbert  Cuminings  in  I88.0;  Maud  E..  born  in  1866, 
married  Dr.  C.  S.  Jenne  in  1^90;  Caroline  M.,  born  in  1875;  I'lorence  A.,  born  in  1878; 
and  Cornwall  A.,  born  in  187!).  Albert  II.  Bowen  carries  on  a  general  farming  and 
dairy  business.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  is  the  present  town  clerk  and  treasurer.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  arc  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Berkshire. 

Chafiee.  Albert,  was  born  in  Berkshire  in  1820,  and  married  Xancy  C,  daughter  of 
Alexander  Brice,  of  that  town.  Of  their  six  children  all  died  young  excej)t  Harvey  A. 
and  Biauca  (t.  The  latter,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  married  John  J.  McCaity,  of 
Berkshire,  in  I87G,  and  their  three  children  are  Glenno,  Gladys,  and  Grace.  Harvey  A. 
•Chan'ee  married,  first,  Ellon  M.  ^Yhitehead.  of  Canada,  in  18G2,  by  whom  he  had  one 
daughter.  Alberta  F].,  who  married  Gardner  Armstrong.  He  married,  second,  Adelia 
A.,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife,  in  1804,  and  their  three  children  are  as  follows:   Ilattie  B. 
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(Chaffee)  Ciandall,  of  Canada,  Etta  M.,  and  Albert  S.  He  mariied,  third,  Edna  M. 
Prtj^e,  of  Waterloo,  P.  Q  .  in  1SS4.  He  is  a  Kepuhlican  and  has  i^erved  two  terms  as 
selectman.  He  is  a  member  of  Lincoln  Lodge,  No.  7S,  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Enosljurgh,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Berkshire. 

Chaffee.  John,  was  born  in  17UG,  and  married  Priscilla,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Dan- 
forth,  of  P>erkshne,  and  they  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Homer  S.  married  Mary  11., 
daughter  of  Daniel  B.  Burleson,  of  Jk^kshire.  Mr.  Burleson  was  born  March  12,  l^Ol, 
and  married  Electa  Hawley,  December  4,  \S'23.  Homer  S.  had  children  as  follow.s: 
Gertrude  E.,  born  .Nfarch  11,  187.''>;  Homer,  born  May  2<i.  L^TO;  and  ^Vilbur,  born  Ai>ril 
S,  1878.    Mr.  Chaffee  is  a  general  farmer  on  the  Chall'ee  homestead. 

Grant,  Noah,  son  of  lieuben  a  PiCvolutionary  soldier,  was  born  in  T>yme,  N.  IL, 
October  IG,  171)0.  and  died  in  Outober,  l8(il.  He  married,  first,  a  Mi>'s  Conant,  by  whom 
one  son  was  born.  He  married,  second,  Antia,  daughter  of  Elias  Lawrence,  of  lOnos- 
burgh,  Vt.,  a^d  of  this  marriage  six  children  were  b(jrn,  of  whom  Joseph  L.  was  the 
eldest.  In  September,  18i)G,  he  came  to  Berkshire,  where  he  now  resides.  He  mar- 
ried Maria  Combs,  daughter  of  Caleb  Combs,  of  Montgomery,  Noveniber  15,  ISGO,  and 
they  have  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Abbie  A.,  born  June  !),  1FG2,  married  Benton 
Wilson  in  December,  1SS.3;  Seth  L.,  l)orn  June  14,  1S<H;  Henry  P.,  born  August  2, 
18GG;  Edwin  E.,  born  June  22,  18GS;  Howard  C,  born  I)eceml)er  1!),  1S71  ;  and  Mary 
C,  born  August  7,  1>^74.  Seth  L,  and  Henry  P.  aic  now  living  in  Medfield,  Mass, 
Joseph  L.  Grant  belongs  to  the  Vertnoni  and  <,)uel>ec  Conference  of  Adventisls,  while 
Mrs.  Grant  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Ei»iscoi)al  church  of  Montgomery. 

Hoadley,  Aaron,  jr.,  wa.s  born  in  Charlotte,  Chittenth-n  county,  Vt.,  October  10,  1817. 
His  father,  Aaron,  was  born  in  Ilartland.  Vt..  and  came  to  Berkshire  about  1822.  He 
married  Esther  lladasa  Higgins  abfjut  isO-'i,  and  they  had  thirteen  children.  Mr.  Hoad- 
ley was  a  farmer,  and  Aaron,  jr.,  was  brought  uj»  to  iarm  work.  About  18.">S  the  latter 
commenced  learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  several  years.  Jan- 
uary ?>,  1847.  he  married,  first,  liuth,  daughter  of  Sanniel  Punnells,  of  Berkshire,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children,  as  fdllows:  Alcy  L.,  born  December  14,  1817;  Aldath  II..  born 
July  8.  1849;  Eliza  A.,  born  March  2)',  1851  ;  and  Harrison,  born  March  22.  1853.  He 
married,  second.  Persis,  daughter  of  .lohn  Potter,  ami  by  her  has  one  ciuld,  Arihur 
J.,  born  May  ill,  18G3.  Aaron  Hoa'lley,  jr..  had  only  a  common  school  education,  and 
early  began  work  to  help  an  invalid  father  provide  for  a  large  family.  About  IS-il  lie 
bought  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  has  since  experienced  a  suo  essful  business  career.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  cliurch  and  his  wife  of  the  Methodist  E[)i.scopal  church. 

Hull,  Ethan  A.,  v.-as  .born  in  F.-iirfit.dd.  Vl..  July  1,  l.^L'}.  His  grandfather,  Jehial, 
boi*:  in  Connecticut,  married  Jerusha  Phelps  and  had  seven  children,  of  whom  Anson 
(father  of  Iviihau  A.)  was  the  fifth.  Anson  Hull,  born  in  1772,  moved  from  Norfolk, 
Conn.,  to  Whiting,  Vi.,  and  m  17!»!'  he  marrieil  Susan  Whaley,  of  Fairfield,  ))y  whom 
he  had  fourteen  children.  Ethan  A.  Hull  married  Melinda  L..  daughter  of  Oliver 
Austin,  of  Berkshire,  February  23,  1842.  She  was  born  January  11,  L^2l.  Her  grand- 
father, William  Laribee,  came  from  Weatherslield.  Vt.,  in  1807,  and  married  Amy 
Royce.  who  bore  him  seven  children.  Ethan  A.  Hull  had  but  a  common  s<  hool  educa- 
tion, and  early  learned  the  clothier's  trade,  at  whii.'h  he  worked  winters  and  on  the  farm 
summers.  About  1841  he  began  to  .vjieculate  in  cattle  and  real  estate,  and  in  18G1  came 
from  Caml)ridge,  bouizht  land,  and  settled  on  his  present  home  in  Berkshire.  He  repre- 
sented his  town  in  1870  and  was  sent  to  the  state  Senate  in  187'i.  He  has  been  select- 
man and  held  other  town  ollices  many  years,  and  was  also  one  of  the  railroad  commis- 
sioners who  were  largely  instrumental  in  paying  up  the  railroad  bonds  al'out  1870.  He 
has  three  ciiildren:  Clark  A.,  born  (jitoi'i  i  11.  lsi;{;  Pelia,  born  June  G,  1845,  married 
Guy  Clark,  of  Berkshire,  December  IS'OI;  mid  .Mark  A.,  born  Augu.vt  2:-,,  1851,  who 
married  Belie  W.,  daugliter  of  Chester  Wilde,  of  Berkshire,  August  !'.'>,  187r).  Mark 
Hull  is  now  living  on  the  homestead,  and  his  two  children  are  Fennoin  ^V.,  born  Decem- 
ber 21,  1878,  and  Addie  M.,  born  February  1^7,  L<->0. 
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Ladd  Family,  The. —  Late  in  the  seventeenth  century  two  hrothers  by  the  name  of 
Ladd  came  to  this  country  from  EnuUind,  one  of  whom  settled  in  Connecticut  and  ^vas 
the  father  of  Asa  L.,  jr.,  father  of  lietu-y,  the  subject  of  this  skctcl).  The  latter  at  the 
age  of  tweniy-one  years  eiiga<,x>d  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Alonzo  Green  at  East  Swan- 
ton,  with  -whom  he  remained  six  months,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  William 
Clapp.  a  merchant  at  F^ast  l>ei  ksliire,  where  he  remained  for  nine  years  though  tlu'  firm 
name  changed  hands  several  times  during  that  period.  In  1854  lie  married  Celia  M. 
Levins,  daughter  of  Pascal  P.  Levins,  of  JJerkshire  Center,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons, 
Albert  Avery  and  Pascal  P.  Mr.  Ladd  was  a  war  DeHiocrat,  and  wrote  the  first 
recruiting  call  for  Berlcshire.  lie  was  prominent  in  the  elTort  to  discount  Perkshire's 
railroad  bond«<  by  payment  at  the  time  of  issue,  whicli  was  finally  accomplished.  He 
represented  his  town  in  1S72,  and  has  held  about  all  the  town  ollices. 

Larabee,  William,  moved  from  Weatheisfield,  Windsor  county,  Vt..  in  L'^'Ofi.  where 
Ills  son  George  was  boiii  in  October,  iSilO.  'J'he  latter  married  Celma  Birch,  of  Perk- 
shire,  about  ]8'2'A,  and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Harding  IJ.,  l.)orn  in  1828; 
Viola,  Jjorn  in  1831  ;  Asa,  born  in  1833  ;  Thirsa,  born  in  1835;  lOdson  B.,  born  in  1839; 
Paulina,  born  in  1S41  ;  and.M.  Meri  itt  B.,  born  in  184.3.  lie  married,  second.  Cynthia 
Stevens  about  1848,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  S.  Celina,  born  in  184G.  lildson  B. 
Larabee  married,  January  2,  18^(),  Susan  B.,  daughter  of  Phillij>  Shufelt,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children,  viz.:  Emma,  born  in  June,  18G8,  who  married  Ralph  Clark  in  188G, 
and  Grace,  born  in  Novwidier,  18G9.  In  P':^G2  Edson  B.  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany I,  Tenth  Vermont  Infantry,  and  at  his  first  battle — Locust  Grnve — in  18G3  he  was 
wounded  and  conveyed  to  the  Mansion  House  Hospital  in  Virginia,  where  he  remained 
for  five  months.  He  participated  in  the  following  battles  :  The  Wilderness,  Spott.'^yl- 
vania.  North  Ann,  Gaine.^"s  Mills,  Cold  Harbor.  Bermuda  Hundre<].  Monoca.^y.  Chaiies- 
ton,  Smithfield,  Winchester,  Flint  Hill,  Ct-dai-  ilun,  and  the  seige  of  I'etersbuig.  In  the 
fall  of  b'^Gl  he  wa-^  promoted  to  sergeant,  and  on  June  2G,  l^^b.*),  received  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  is  now  a  member  of  Pixley  I'ost,  No.  102,  G.  A.  J{.,  of  Enosbuigh 
Falls,  Vt.  He  is  selectman  of  the  town,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  meinbers  of  the 
Methodist  FJpisco]>al  church  of  Berkshire, 

Moren,  Daniel,  son  of  Patrick  and  .Mary  (Donnelly)  Moren,  was  l)Orn  in  Ireland, 
June  15,  1825.  In  1831  Patrick  Moren  k-ft  his  native  country  with  his  family  for 
America.  He  spent  two  months  in  P>erkshiro,  and  then  retunjt;d  to  Montreal,  where 
he  had  left  his  family.  He  lost  his  wife  and  one  chihl  shortly  after.  Daniel  was  left 
with  Nathaniel  Le-itch,  of  Berk-hire,  m  which  family  he  lived  until  twenty  years  of  age. 
After  having  secured  a  common  school  education  he  went  to  Massachusetts  and  worked 
in  a  pa[)er-mill  for  three  years  and  a  half.  In  l'^49  he  went  to  California,  where  he  was 
employed  in  running  a  stearn  engine  for  over  three  years.  He  leturned  home  in  1854, 
but  the  next  year  he  went  to  California  again.  In  1S57  he  moved  to  East  Berk.shire, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  married,  in  1  >;G3,  Catherine  Jewett,  of  Ohio,  a  niece  of 
Mrs.  Leetch.  Mr,  Moren  formed  a  fiartnership  with  Dolphus  Paul,  and  later  with  Kiles 
A.  Paul,  son  of  Doljihus,  and  retired  from  business  in  1888.  He  has  had  seven  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living.  In  1878  he  represented  his  town  in  the  legislature  and 
in  1884  became  state  .senator. 

Pand,  Theopholas  P.,  was  born  in  Wolcott.  Lamoille  county,  Vt.,  in  August,  l!~;0(.».  He 
came  to  Berkshire  when  thirteen  years  of  age  and  commenced  farming.  He  married 
Abbie,  daughter  of  Harding  Swan,  by  whom  he  had  ten  ciiildren,  as  follows:  Fanny 
(deceased),  Jaben  F.,  Ad<lison  P.,  Webster,  Emilv,  Margaret,  Harriet,  E/cra,  Joel,  and 
F'anny.  Addison  P.  Pand  was  born  in  Berkshire,  April  13,  1829.  In  March.  1857,  he 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Harding  Allen,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Herbert  A.  Mrs. 
Pand  died  in  18<'i2,  and  he  married,  second,  Fanny  Jones,  of  Berkshire,  June  30.  18'i7, 
Of  this  marriage  five  childn.'u  were  born,  as  follows:  Alice,  l»oin  October  3,  L^G8  ; 
Catherine,  born  April  19,  1n70;  Edwin,  born  January  3,  1874,  died  ftged  seven  ;  Arthur, 
born  April  19,  1879  ;  and  Eva,  born  2ilarch  22,  1884.    Mr.  Pand  represented  his  town 
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in  the  legislature  in  1SS2,  has  been  dej)uty  sherilffor  fourteen  years,  and  has  held  other 
public  ollices.    In  politics  he  is  a  Rppublican. 

Paul,  Dolphus,  son  of  Dolphus  and  lihoda  (demons)  Paul,  was  born  in  Wells,  Kut- 
land  county,  Vt.,  April  2."3,  181.5,  and  in  181 'j  the  family  Uioved  to  Knosburgh,  from 
which  place  they  removed  to  B»Mkshire.  Dolphus,  sr.,  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
his  son,  reared  on  a  farm,  was  given  a  common  school  education.  In  1 837  the  latter 
married  Harriet,  daugliter  of  Oliver  Austin,  of  Berkshire,  and  they  have  had  eiglit  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  still  living.  In  1857  he  engaged  in  the  general  merchandise 
business  with  Daniel  Muren,  under  the  firm  name  of  Paul  Monni,  which  continued 
for  lifteen  years,  when  D"lphus  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Kiles  A.  He  was  also  sta- 
tion agent  at  East  Berkshire  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  selectman  and  lister  for  many 
years.    He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics. 

Paul,  Iviles  A.,  son  of  Dolphus  Paul,  of  East  Berkshire,  was  born  in  Enosburgh,  Se))- 
tember  13,  1840,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  entered  the  employ  of  PauU^  ^^oren, 
East  Berkshire,  where  he  continued  until  1850.  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  D.  Paul  ifc  Co.  In  1SG2  Mr.  l\aul  retired  from  the  firm,  but  the  year  following  he 
became  interested  in  tlie  same  bu>inesf  with  Daniel  Moren.  the  firm  being  known  as 
Paul  t^'  Moren.  In  1887  he  bought  ^^r.  Moren's  intt-rest,  and  has  since  conducted  asuc- 
ee.<<sful  business  at  the  old  stand.  December  15.  1875,  he  married  Cora  E.,  daughter  t)f 
Ira'  Brown,  of  New  Haven,  Vt.,  and  th«  y  have  two  children,  viz.:  Dolphus  W.,  born 
September  2-1,  1870,  and  Hattie  E..  born  February  11,  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  are 
both  nienil>ers  of  the  Episcopal  chuich. 

Samson,  William,  the  eldest  of  six  chiKlren  of  Erasmus  D,  and  Angelinc  (Hamilton) 
.  Samson,  was  born  in  Berkshire, Vt..  Augr.st  8, 18.'H.  Erasmus  D.  Samson  was  a  farmer, 
and  William  remained  with  him  until  18il2.  He  marrie*!,  Maich  4,  1855,  Susan,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonas  Bouielle.  of  Eijosburgh,  Vt..  antl  they  have  had  three  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  In  1872  he  commenced  repairing  iior:!:e-i)Owers.  and  soon  after  his  buildings 
were  struck  by  lightning  and  burned.  Leaving  the  farm  he  established  his  present 
plant.  In  187G  he  took  in  as  partner  Ja.-^per  A.  Itouse,  and  they  are  ow  ners  of  three 
valuable  patents,  manufacturing  sawii;g  machines,  tijresiiing  inaehines,  and  churns,  which 
are  sold  throughout  New  England.  Mr.  Samson  is  a  succe.ssful  business  man,  has  been 
selectman  in  his  town,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Stiles,  Samuel  S.,  was  born  in  Chester,  Vt..  about  1778,  and  married  Ilalina.  daughter 
of  Talma  Hendrick,  of  Enosburgh,  \  t.  They  had  ten  children,  as  follows:  William  H., 
who  died  March  31.  181)1,  in  Mo'.ifgomery  ;  llendrick.  who  died  in  California  in  18S'J; 
Pasihal.  who  married  Caroline  Brown,  and  is  now  living  in  California;  Elsie  M..  who 
.married  Cliarles  Jenne.  of  Berkshire,  and  died  in  1853:  Henjamin  F..  now  living  in 
Berkshire;  Lydia.  who  died  in  lUino'.s  in  185iJ;  Harriet  X.  (.Mrs.  (George  Colburn).who 
lives  in  Oregon;  ^Lary  Ann.  who  married  a  Mr.  Carmach.  of  Illinois,  and  died  in  1858; 
Rhoda  P.  (Mrs.  David  Carpenter),  who  resides  in  Wisconsin;  and  Hannah,  who  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Carmach.  and  died  about  b^G'J.  P.cnjamin  F.  Stiles  married,  in  185(.).  Sarah 
Ann,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  .lenne.  of  r.erk>hire.  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Mary  A., 
born  January  19.  1857,  who  married  Joim  M.  liubb,  of  Montgomery,  November  13, 
1878. 

Towle.  James  C.  a  native  of  Berkshire,  was  born  Octol>er  15.  185G.  His  grandfather. 
Theopolis.  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  w  a.s  b«»rn  March  3<».  17:tO.  and  married  Deborah 
Miller,  J.  Clement,  son  of  Theopolis  and  father  of  James,  was  born  in  I'ranklin.  De- 
cember 21.  1814.  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Allison  and  Sally  Judd.  of  that  town. 
They  had  five  children,  of  whom  James  C.  was  the  youngest.  He  married.  .January 
10.  1879.  Lillian  0..  daughter  of  lOlmer  and  Orlana  Ph<'!|>s.  of  Franklin,  by  whom  he 
liad  four  children,  as  follows  :  Lillian  A.,  born  April  27.  1.^70.  died  May  30.  1880:  Vera 
M,.  born  June29.  1881  :  Seth  C  b<)rn  .March  31,  18.^3;  and  Nellie  S.,  born  Uctol-er  2G, 
1884,  died  May  28,  1885.    James  C.  Towle  attended  the  district  school  and  the  Frank- 
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lin  and  Bakersfield  Academies.  He  first  went  to  work  in  Boston,  but  soon  returned  to 
Berkshire  and  bought  the  home  farm,  and  began  buying  butter  and  conducting  tlie 
creamery  business. 

Weld.  Newton,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  December  23,  1805.  and  married  Anna,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Austin,  of  that  town,  by  whom  he  had  eight  chilih-en,  viz.:  Chester, 
Ruth,  Newlon  F  ,  Susan,  Hiram,  Norman,  Gracia,  and  Emma  A.  The  fiist  three  men- 
tioned are  the  only  survivors.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Newton  F.  Weld  began 
farming,  and  in  the  fall  of  1858  he  moved  to  Rhode  Island  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Providence  and  Worcester  l^ailroad  Company,  where  ho  remained  two  winters.  In 
the  spring  of  1800  he  retui  iied  to  Beik^hiie,  and  Ijought  the  Weld  homestead.  In  j>ol- 
itics  he  is  a  staunch  Repuhlican.  and  is  a  memljcr  of  Lincoln  Lo.dge,  Xo.  78,  F.  and 
A.  M..  of  Enosburgh  Falls. 

Wheeler,  Josiah,  came  from  Windsor  county  to  Berkshire  in  180G.  and  settled  at  the 
center  of  the  town,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death  in  185 }.  He  was  one 
of  those  men  peculiar  to  the  early  history  of  Vermont — generous  and  forbearing  to  a 
fault,  aiding  a  friend  with  the  last  penny,  yet  strong  in  his  opj)osition  to  what  he  con- 
sidered wrong  and  injustice.  Lucius  II.  was  five  years  old  when  liis  father  moved  from 
Windsor.  Bemg  the  youngest  son  he  was  the  one  chosen  to  stay  at  humc  and  aid  in 
the  clearing  of  the  farm,  and  ultimately  to  succeed  his  father  in  its  ownership,  while  the 
other  sons:  went  out  from  the  parental  home  to  clear  farms  for  themselves.  In  1822  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Rowley,  of  Enosburgh,  with  wiiom  he  lived  for  more  than  fifty 
years,  and  who  bore  him  eight  children.  Although  an  active,  pushing,  and  succes>ful 
business  man,  having  occasion  to  meet  iiis  townsmen  and  others  in  the  most  difticult  of 
business  relations,  he  was  universally  esteemed  and  respected  for  his  piety  and  unright- 
ness  of  character.  He  was  a  life-long  Methodist,  and  before  the  building  of  churches  in 
town  his  house  was  always  open  for  gatherings  of  his  neighl>ors  for  tlivine  worship.  A 
l)arn  now  stands  upon  the  farm  in  which  meetings  were  iield  in  the  early  days  of  the 
settlement,  it  being  the  most  commodious  building  in  thj-  neighborhood.  He  died  in 
1873.  When  it  aga-in  became  necessary  for  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  family  to 
think  about  their  individual  j)ros}K'Cts  for  life  Marshall  S.,  the  youngest  son,  was  the  one 
to  whose  lot  it  fell  to  remain  at  home  and  occupy  the  farm  his  gratxlfather  and  father 
had  cleared.  He  has  always  resided  upon  llie  farm,  and  now  occuj)it's  the  same  house 
in  which  he  was  born  and  which  was  built  by  his  father  fifty-seven  years  ago.  Before 
Teaching  the  age  of  majority  he  engaged  in  mercaniile  business,  and  the  buying  and 
selling  of  cattle  and  slieep  with  his  father,  and  successfully  continued  the  same  until  a 
few  years  ago,  since  which  time  he  has  attended  e.xclusivt-Iy  to  the  care  of  the  farm.  In 
18G3  he  married  ILi^ialoua,  daughtcn-  of  Horace  Ewins.  He  has  one  son,  H.  Elmer,  now 
a  law  student  in  St.  Albans. 

Yaw,  Joseph,  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Vt.,  September  15,  1825.  His  father 
Joseph,  was  l)orn  in  Clarendon  county,  Vt.,  in  1785,  and. married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Reuben  Towle,  of  Franklin,  in  1817.  He  was  killed  by  a  falling  tree  in  1824.  Of 
his  five  children  Joseph,  jr.,  was  the  youngest.  He  came  to  Berkshire  in  October,  1855, 
and  married  ^[ary  Ann,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  IJowman,  of  Colchester,  Vt.  They  have 
one  child,  Ada,  born  Octol^er  [),  1803,  who  married  I) wight  Weld  in  Sejitember,  1881. 
Mr.  Yaw  is  a  Rejiublican,  and  represented  his  town  in  the  legislature  in  188G.  He  has 
al  o  been  selectman  two  terms  and  has  held  other  town  oHices.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Berkshire. 

Enosburgh. 

Armstrong,  Theodore  IT.,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  March  28,  18-19,  the  son  of  William 
and  Mary  Jane  (Booth)  Armstrong  and  the  oldest  of  their  six  children.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm  on  which  he  was  engaged  until  his  removal  to  Eno.sburgh  Falls  in  1880, 
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when  he  turned  his  attention  to  manufacture.  At  that  time  lie  boupiht  the  box  factory 
on  tlie  river,  tof^ether  with  the  w  ater  privilege  and  about  one  and  one-half  acres  of 
land.  At  the  mill  and  factory  are  made  boxes  for  use  by  the  numerous  medicine  liruis 
of  the  Falls  and  other  places  ni  the  county.  He  also  does  planinf^.  matching,  and  nil 
kindsof  job  work  in  woodworking.  Mr.  Arm.<tronL'  hasa  large  bu.'^iness  and  is  meeting 
with  good  success.  He  married,  Ootobei-  A,  1S70,  Ellen  Leach,  of  Berkshire,  by  whom 
he  has  one  son. 

Baker,  Nilcs  E..  born  at  Dimhanl.  P.  (^.,  February  9,  1S30,  has  been  known  to  the 
business  coinnvmity  of  PInosburgh  Falls  and  vicinity  since  185S.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  left  Dunham  ami  went  to  Worcester,  .NL-i>s.,  as  ck*rk  in  a  grocery  store.  Later  he 
manufactured  "treeing"  machines  for  boot  manufacturers,  but  the  batter  enterytrise 
proved  unsuccessful,  and  he  left  the  locality  and  came  to  Enosburgh  Falls  in  18oS, 
where  he  went  into  trade,  having  the  only  general  merchandise  store  at  the  Falls  at 
that  time.  In  18u0  he  built  a  store,  and  in  l87o  built  two  others.  IJe  was  in  the  flour, 
feed,  and  grain  trade  fur  several  years,  selling  out  and  retiring  in  December,  L^87i  In 
1858.  on  February  3,  .\[r,  Baker  married  Etnily  O.,  daui^hter  of  Rev.  Merrill  Ladd,  of 
Enosburgh.  Of  this  union  two  children  were  born.  Mr.  Baker  has  no  [tolitical  ambi- 
tion. He  was  formerly  a  Repuljlican,  but  afterwards  became  a  rrohil)itionist,  and  as 
such  he  was  dele^raie  to  the  Butler  Convention. 

Billado,  William  Henry,  was  ijorn  at  Broome,  Canada,  Octol'er  IG,  1S4S,  and  was  the 
third  of  eleven  chiMren  born  to  .Stephen  and  Jane  (Loujks)  Billado.  The  father  was  a 
carpenter,  and  at  this  trade  William  worked,  both  in  Canad;i  and  in  various  towns  in 
Vermont,  until  1870,  when,  being  at  Enosburgh  Falls,  he  determined  to  Itecome  a  mer- 
chant. 'With  his  small  accumulations  he  started  a  grocery  store,  and  fiom  that  nucleus 
has  grown  the  extensive  business  he  now  conducts  in  the  most  complete  brick  block  in 
the  village.  Mr.  Biliado  takes  but  little  part  in  public  aiiairs,  finding  his  time  fully  em- 
ploye<l  in  the  management  of  his  business.  By  reliL'ious  j)refeience  he  is  a  Methodist, 
In  1872,  January  1,  he  married  Jennie  Willard,  of  Beikshire,  of  which  marriage  one 
child  has  been  born.    They  have  also  one  adopted  son. 

Brewer,  Caleli  lloyce.  was  bom  in  Berkshire.  May  IL',  1813.  He  was  a  son  of  Da- 
vid and  Esther  (Sykesj  Jirew  er.  and  the  fifth  of  their  nine  children.  He  was  reaied  on 
his  father's  farm,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  started  owl  to  work  by  the  month,  and 
so  continued  until  he  married,  in  Man-h.  18.'!i,  Snphronia  1*.  Ovitt,  of  Enosburgh,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children  ami  who  dieil  December  5,  18-10.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Brewer  rented  a  farm  in  St.  Albans,  on  which  he  lived  for  live  years,  and  previous  to 
which  he  lived  in  St.  Albans  for  a  like  time.  In  April,  1811.  lie  came  to  Enosburgh 
and  purchastnl  his  wife's  father's  farm  of  nearly  2')0  acres,  and  on  this  he  has  lived  to 
the  present  day.  Judge*  lirewer,  as  he  is  commonly  called,  is  one  of  the  most  }>romi- 
nent  farmers  in  the  county.  On  P'ebruary  14,  18.j0,  he  married  again,  his  secoml  wife 
being  Mary  P.,  daughter  of  Nathan  Perley.  He  is  not  entirely  unknown  to  the  poli- 
tics of  the  town  or  of  the  county.  Three  times  he  was  elected  representative  from 
Enosburgh,  on  one  occasion  receiving  every  vote  but  one.  He  has  lield  town  oflices, 
being  frequently  elected  selectman,  and  for  two  years  was  associate  judge  of  the  Frank- 
lin County  Courts.  In  politics  he  is  a  staunch  Republican.  He  became  a  communicant 
of  the  Episcopal  church  before  he  was  of  age,  and  from  that  until  the  present  time  has 
been  prominently  associated  with  the  atfairs  of  that  denomination.  Since  1S44  he  has 
been  warden  of  Christ  church  at  Enosburgli  Center.  Mr.  Brewer's  children  are  all  de- 
ceased but  one,  a  son,  who  resides  with  his  wife  and  three  children  on  a  fine  farm  in 
Fremont  county,  la.,  which  was  presented  to  him  by  his  father.  He  is  a  j)rominent 
and  prosperous  farmer  and  citi/.en. 

Cramton,  Henry  A.,  the  oklest  of  the  six  children  of  Chester  A.  and  Samantha 
(Miller)  Cramton,  was  born  in  I^erkshire,  August  30,  1^30.  In  1849  the  family  moved 
to  Enosburgh,  and  afterwards  occupied  the  farm  now  owned  by  Henry  A.,  which  came 
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to  him  by  inheritance  from  his  fatlier  and  grandfather  Miller's  estates.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  the  atTairs  of  the  town  and  county,  and  his  name  has  occasionally  appeared  on 
tlie  Deniuciatic  ticket  for  j)olitical  olliccs.  Mr.  Crainton  married.  Dccenihei- 20,  1 870, 
Alice  Kawson,  of  Montcromery.  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children.  The  family  is  con- 
nected with  Christ  church  of  Enosbuiiih  Center. 

Croft,  Albert  B.,  son  of  Joseph  B..  wns  born  in  Fairfield,  Vt.,  January  18,  1849.  His 
grandfather,  .loseph,  came  from  England  and  settled  ui  Fairfield,  where  Joseph  Ji.  was 
born  in  September,  182G.  The  latter  married  l\in!elia  A.,  daughter  of  Philemon  Buck, 
September  14,  1844,  and  of  their  eight  children  Albert  13.,  the  second,  married,  Decem- 
ber o.  1871,  Ellen  Smith.  Their  four  children  are  as  follows:  Uomer  S.,  born  in  1874, 
died  December  24,  187b  ;  \'era  M.,  born  in  l'^82;  Blaine  A.,  V»oin  :n  May,  1884  ;  and 
Merle  D.,  born  in  January,  18S7.  Albert  B.  Croft  moved  to  Berkshire  in  1872  and  .set- 
tled on  a  farm  he  had  recently  bought.  Besides  conducting  his  large- farm  and  dairy 
business  he  is  senior  member  of  the  linn  of  Croft  tV:  Towie,  who  carry  on  an  extensive 
creamery.  They  dispose  of  the  milk  fronj  al)Out  <I0O  cows,  and  for  the  season  of  1881) 
their  average  was  2,000  pounds  of  butter  per  \vet4<.  Mr.  Croft  is  a  PiCpuhlican,  and 
has  been  selectman  for  two  years,  lister  four  years,  and  auditor  for  1800.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Croft  are  members  of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Enosburgh  Falls. 

Dow,.Samuel  II.,  a  native  of  Xew  llanij)shire.  wa»;  born  at  Ilnmpton,  December  7, 
1821.  I  lis  parents  were  Samuel  and  Louisa  (Smith)  Dow,  and  of  their  six  children  he 
'  was  the  fourth.  In  1S.".2  the  family  moved  to  Enosburgh  and  settled  where  Samuel  II. 
now  lives,  the  farm  having  deseende<l  to  him  on  his  paying  the  claims  of  the  other 
heirs.  In  1S4G  Samuel  11.  Dow  married  Joanna,  daughter  of  Deacon  Eplnaim  Adams, 
of  Enosburgh.  <  >f  this  marriage  there  iiave'l»een  no  cliildren,  but  they  have  a  son  and 
a  daughter  by  ad<'j)tion,  both  married  and  started  in  life  for  themselves.  About  1858 
Mr.  Dc'W  united  with  the  Congregational  church  at  the  Center,  and  during  nearly  all 
the  years  since  he  has  been  one  of  the  dea<;ons  of  the  society.  IJe  has  been  somewhat 
prominent  in  the  political  allairs  uf  the  town,  having  held  all  the  town  ollices  except 
constalile  and  clerk.  He  represented  the  town  in  l8ss^  and  was  the  leading  actor  in 
the  e'Vort  that  resulted  in  obtaining  a  postofiice  at  F^ast  Eiioslmrgh. 

Draper,  Wilson,  the  third  in  a  family  of  four  children  of  Alanson  and  Phebe  (Fish) 
Draper,  was  )»orn  in  Sheldon,  August  2o,  18;]4.  He  lived  in  his  native  town  on  a  farm 
until  1807,  when  he  moved  to  lOnosbmgh  Falls,  but  soon  returned  to  Sheldon  and  re- 
mained there  until  1S>^7,  when  he  located  permanently  at  the  Falls.  He  has  always 
been  a  farmer,  but  in  connection  with  that  calling  he  has  dealt  extensively  in  butter  in 
large  quantities  for  the  p.ast  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Draper  married,  in  1857,  Martha, 
daughter  of  Rev.  F.  C.  Kimball,  of  Enosl)urgh  Falls.  In  18.^0  he  represented  Sheldon 
in  the  General  Assembly;  in  1>50,  'GO,  '>G  he  served  as  selectman;  in  1878,  '79.  '80  he 
was  deputy  sherill ;  he  was  road  commissioner  in  l88(;;  and  has  been  trustee  of  the 
village  of  Enosburgh  Falls,  in  which  capacity  he  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  many  improvements  to  the  locality.  In  1SS8-90  Mr.  Draper  was  door-keeper  in 
the  state  Senate. 

Fassett.  Gardner  Smith,  is  a  son  of  Alvin  and  Annie  (Butler)  Fassett.  Alvin  Fassett 
was  for  many  years  a  merchant  in  Sheldon,  but  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life  were 
passed  on  a  farm.  To  the  latter  occupation  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  brought  uj). 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  common  and  academic  schools,  a  part  of  the  time 
in  attendance  at  the  Oberlin  Preparatory  School.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  Mi'. 
Fassett  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  abandoned  it  for  the  farm.  His  father's 
family  settled  in  Enosburgii  in  IS3G,  and  from  that  time  Gardner  live<l  in  this  town  in 
various  places  until  he  lH>came  the  owner  of  his  present  property,  which  together  with 
its  Jersey  stock  is  second  to  none  in  the  town.  It  comprises  12S  acres,  and  is  devoted 
to  general  agriculture,  dairying,  and  the  staple  product  of  maj)le  sugar.  December  4, 
1850,  Gardner  S.  Fassett  married  Julia,  daughter  of  Hon.  George  Adams,  of  Enosburgh, 
and  they  have  had  live  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.    Mr.  Fassett  represented  his 
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town  in  1872,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  three  terms  from  1874 
to  1879,  and  lias  held  various  town  olUees.  In  188G  he  became  allied  with  the  Prohibi- 
tion party,  and  was  then  its  nomijiee  for  the  office  of  senator.  In  L^88  on  the  same 
ticket  he  was  the  candiilate  for  indL;;e  of  })robate.  and  in  ISDO  the  St;ite  Prohibition 
Convention  honored  him  with  the  nomination  for  the  lieutenant-governorship.  In 
1800  lie  was  by  the  state  legislature  chosen  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  University  oj: 
Vermont  and  State  Agricultund  College. 

Gilbert,  Nathan  A.,  born  in  Fairfax,  Februar}'  4.  1817,  is  the  youngest  of  five  chil- 
dren born  to  Nathan  and  Cynthia  Gilbert.  Nathan  was  brought  up  to  mill  work,  and 
Itecame  actively  inteiesled  in  that  l»usinoss  in  his  native  town,  l>eing  luilf  owner  with 
his  father  of  a  mill.  In  1877  he  came  to  Enosburgh.  and  with  1).  P.  Stetson  l.>uilt  the 
large  tlouring-mill  at  the  Falls,  but  later  he  sold  out  to  his  partner.  lie  tlfen  went  into 
the  drug  businesN  with  H.  I).  Kendall,  and  some  two  years  afterwards  became  its  sole 
proprietor.  Stdl  later  .1.  \V.  Poatty  became  his  )»artner,  and  in  P^SG  the  business 
changed  to  that  of  manufacturing  jM  oprietary  metliciues.  notably  the  famous  Scotch  oil. 
Connected  with  the  business  is  the  preparation  of  other  remedies,  such  as  lung  balsam 
and  sarsapariUa  i>itters,  in  the  sale  of  which  the  firm  is  extensively  engaged  in  New 
York  and  the  New  England  stales. 

Hamilton!  Edgar  IP,  was  born  in  Peikshire.  June  5,  18r»L'.  the  seventh  of  the  eight 
children  of  Hannibal  and  Julia  E.  Hamilton.  At  the  agn  of  eighteen  he  left  the  farm 
and  wont  to  Kichford,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  printer,  with  which  occupation 
he  has  been  directly  or  indirectly  conrjected  ever  since,  but  whatever  attention  he  now 
devotes  to  that  trade  is  mainly  in  connection  with  the  advertising  department  of  the 
extensive  pro[)rietary  medicine  business  in  which  he  is  interested.  In  18.^0.  after  some 
years  sp(Mit  as  journeyman  jiritiler  and  a  short  tinu'  in  the  livery  business  at  Kichford. 
Mr.  Ilamillon  came  to  l']uosl>urgh  I'alls  antl  liecamc  foreman  in  the  j»acking  departmeuL 
of  the  famous  Dr.  Kendall,  but  after  a  time  went  on  the  road  selling  the  doctor's  medi- 
cines. In  ISSii  lie  became  interested  in  the  manufacture  of  prc>prietary  remeilies  as  one 
of  the  firrn  of  Hainiltoi).  Pest  iV."  Kimball,  which  was  changed  in  l^s8  to  Hamilton, 
Kimball  Sc  Co.  In  lS7;>Mr.  Hanulton  married  Addie  P.,  daughtei  of  Hon.  H.  L).  Farrar, 
of  ILichford.  by  whom  he  has  had  three  children. 

Harvey,  l>auiel  A.,  son  of  Puther  and  EIr/.a  (Powers)  Harvey,  was  iiorn  in  Dunham, 
P.  Q.,  Decemlier  5.  18.')*_>.  Daniel  lived  at  home  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  went  to  St.  Albans  and  entered  the  employ  of  P.  L.  Duteher.  the  well  known 
druggist  of  that  j)lace.  After  five  years  young  Harvey  went  to  work  for  the  Central 
Vermont  Pailroad  Company,  and  about  four  years  later  came  to  luio.-l>urgh  Falls,  where 
he  went  into  the  general  merchandise  business  with  A.  H.  Publee,  two  years  later 
becoming  sole  proprietor.  In  18S1  he  went  to  Dakota,  but  returned  the  ne.xt  year  and 
began  the  manufacture  of  pro]^rietary  medicines  Avith  IP  D.  Kendall,  Eventually  Mr. 
Harvey  became  sole  owner  of  the  business,  atid  has  succeeded  in  building  up  a  })ront- 
able  trade  in  his  special  lines,  among  which  is  -'Superior  Healing  Oil,"  "Kendall's  Kid- 
ney and  Piver  Cure,*'  "  SarsapariUa  and  Iron."  Eli.xir,"  "  Cordial,"  "  P:un  Cure  Pills,"' 
soothing  syrup,  and  condition  powders.  In  l>^71  Mr.  Harvey  married  Pouisa  Publee, 
of  which  marriage  one  child  has  been  iiorn.  In  187-  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
the  Falls,  an  otlice  he  afterwards  iield  for  eight  years. 

Hendricks.  James  Parker,  was  born  in  lOuosburgh.  July  15,  1810.  the  youngest  of 
twelve  children  of  Talma  and  Pydia  (Thomasj  Hendricks.  Talma  was  l)orn  in  Pownal, 
Vt..  and  came  to  Enosburgh  in  18it3.  bringing  his  wife  and  four  children.  The  other 
eight  were  born  in  Enosburgh.  but  James  P.  is  the  only  one  now  living  in  that  town. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  James  started  out  for  himself.  He  married.  March  I'll,  1811, 
Polly  Sails,  who  bore  him  five  chiMr»*n.  His  wife  died  August  ir>,  1818,  and  October 
13,  1885,  Mr.  Plendricks  married,  j^eeond.  Eli/.a  A.,  tlaughter  of  Stephen  Brown,  of 
Montgomerv.  and  widow  of  Silvan  Gates.  Mr.  Hendricks  is  one  of  the  largest  farmers 
of  Enosburgh,  his  lands  embracing  some  440  acres.  de\oted  to  gener.al  agiicullurc  and 
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stock  raisiM^:.  He  cointiieni'ed  life  in  a  small  ^\•ay.  gradually  increasing  hi?  {possessions 
until  they  have  reached  their  ])resent  fine  proportions.  Jlehas  been  a  ivepuMican  since 
that  party's  organization,  but  has  never  sought  ollice. 

Ilubbell,  Timothy,  who  died  in  Enosburgh  in  18S0.  Avas  well  and  favorably  known  to 
the  residents  of  the  town.  Jle  was  born  in  Fairfield  in  18.')3,  the  son  of  Nathan  Ilub- 
bell, and  was  a  carpontf-r  before  his  niairiage.  but  after  that  event  lie  gave  his  attfution 
to  farm  work.  In  ISbl  he  married  Eliza  K.,  daughter  of  Ellison  >Lnynard,  and  had 
two  children,  Chauncey  and  Marshall  L.  Mr.  Ilubbell  died  in  18d(>.  and  his  farm  passed 
to  his  widow  and  suns,  being  now  conducted  by  the  former  and  Marshall  L.  Ilubbell. 
It  comprise-;  l.">:'>  acrus,  and  sustains  a  dairy  of  u|>wards  of  thirty-five  cov.  s.  Mr.  Hub- 
bell  during  his  life  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Jipiscopal  church  of  \Ve.'<t  Enos- 
burgh. and  was  one  of  its  stewards.  He  was  a  Ilepubhcan  and  ipiite  proniinent  in 
town  alTairs. 

Hutchinson,  William  R..  was  liorn  in  Grand  Isle.  J)ecember  IH.  1821.  the  eldest  of 
seven  children  born  to  .John  and  Eliza  Hutchinson.  The  youtiiful  life  of  William  was 
passed  on  his  father's  farm  and  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  at  >Ionkton,  Vt.  At  the  age  of 
eij'hteen  lie  commenced  tlie  stmly  of  medicine  in  the  oflice  of  Dr.  Stone,  of  Monkton, 
and  after  three  years  took  two  comses  at  the  Ca>tleton  Medical  College,  graduating  in 
1818.    Dr.  Hutchinson  commenced  practice  at  Vergennes.  l)uL  in  1849  came  to  Enos- 

•  burgb.  locating  at  the  Center,  and  practicing  there  until  1S7.'),  when  he  took  up  his  res- 
idence at  the  Falls,  giving  to  his  son  his  practice  at  the  Center.  Dr.  Hutchinson  lias  two 
sons  in  practice  in  this  town — Dr.  William  Watson  Hutchinson  anil  Frederick  Smith 
Hutchinson.  The  former  is  a  graduate  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of 
Vermont,  and  also  attendt'd  the  College  of  rhysieians  and  Surgeons  of  New  '^''ork  city, 
commencing  practice  at  the  Center  in  187-1.  The  last  named  son  graduated  from  the 
Burlington  institution  in  1882,  and  has  gince  practiced  in  the  town  of  lOnosburgh.  Dr. 
Hutchinson,  sr..  while  his  life  has  been  given  to  profe»;sional  wcuk,  is  not  wluilly  un- 
known to  the  politics  of  his  county.  In  1801  he  reiMCsented  iMiosburgh  in  the  legis- 
lature, and  in  16GS-G0  he  was  in  tlie  Senate.  In  18'i2  he  was  appointed  county  medi- 
cal examiner.  He  married,  in  1849,  Celinda  C,  daughter  of  liurrill  Smith,  of  Monkton, 
by  whom  he  has  had  two  sons  (above  referred  to).  Dr.  Hutchinson  was  town  clerk  of 
Enosburgh  for  nineteen  years,  and  while  living  at  the  Center  beheld  the  position  of 
postmaster. 

•  Ingalls,  Horace  liead,  or,  as  he  is  more  pojiularly  known  in  the  north  pari  of  the 
county,  Read  Ingalls,  was  born  in  Bakersfield,  June  27,  1835,  the  son  of  Reuben  and 
Sophronia  (Hare)  Ingalls,  who  had  a  family  of  seven  children.    The  father  was  a  me- 

*  chanic,  bat  Horace  worked  out  and  was  inclined  to  speculate  in  whatever  ]>romised  the 
best  returns.  In  ]8<i8he  bought  a  2(.tO-acre  farm  in  Enosburgh,  and  there  he  moved  and 
still  resides,  carrying  on  business  as  a  farmer  and  buyer.  Mr.  Ingnlls's  wife  was  Phi- 
lenda  Stephens,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children  :  Cortez,  L.,  Mary,  Carl  I.,  and  Dora. 
The  daugliter  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joel  Pond,  of  IvJen. 

Kendall,  Lucius  C,  boin  in  Enosburgh.  July  22.  1S40,  was  the  son  of  Seth  and  Polly 
Kendall,  and  the  fourth  of  their  eight  children.  Seth  was  a  farmer  and  carringemaker, 
and  to  that  employment  Lucius  was  brought  up.  He  started  in  business  for  himself 
about  1808  in  manufacturing  buggies  and  lumber  wagons,  and  has  continued  in  it  to  the 
present  time,  except  in  1888,  when  the  buggy  de])ai  tment  "was  dropped,  although  in  his 
stock  is  now  kept  an  extensive  assortment  of  smgle  and  double  carriages.  November  1 , 
1863,  Mr.  Kendall  married  Jane  A.,  daughter  of  Harlow  Woodworth,  of  Berkshire. 
Mrs.  Kendall  died  during  the  summer  of  18'JO,  leaving  no  chddren. 

Ladd.  Hiram,  a  native  of  Enosburgh,  born  July  20,  1822,  was  the  son  of  Asa  and  Lo- 
vica  (Hopkins)  Ladd.  and  the  fifth  of  their  thirteen  children.  Hiram  lived  at  home  on 
the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  attended  the  district  schools  antl 
the  Franklin  Academy,    He  taught  school  at  Enosburgh,  Berkshire,  and  one  winter  at 
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St.  Albans,  At  the  age  of  twenty- four  lie  went  to  Springfield  and  engaged  in  mill 
work.  Thence  he  went  to  Lawrence.  Ma>s.,  engaging  in  the  same  en)]i]oynient.  After 
a  few  years  he  returned  home  and  went  into  trade  with  his  brother,  but  soon  sold  out 
and  engaged  in  farming.  He  retired  from  active  business  about  the  time  of  the  war. 
On  March  2,  1S51,  he  married  Lovina  A.,  daughter  of  Caleb  Libby,  but  no  cliildren  have 
been  born  to  them.  Mr.  Ladd,  while  no  politician,  has  been  honored  with  several  town 
oflices,  among  them  those  of  lister,  Justice  of  the  peace,  and  town  treasurer,  holding  liie 
latter  oflice  at  the  present  time.  In  church  atlairs  he  is  interested  in  the  Freewill  Bap- 
tist Society. 

Leach,  Alpheus  P.,  generally  known  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  of  Frank- 
lin county,  was  a  native  of  JJnosburgh,  ami  was  born  December  1,  1S3S.  He  was  a  son 
of  F.  V.  and  Anna  C.  (Ladd)  Leach,  and  is  their  only  surviving  child,  'i'he  father  was  a 
native  of  Fairfield  and  came  to  this  town  al)Out  18o4.  He  was  one  of  the  most  succes.s- 
ful  farmers  of  the  town  and  ac(iuin'd  a  handsome  property,  which  descended  to  Al- 
pheus P.  Mr.  Leach's  possessions  comprise  about  VOO  a<jres  of  land  in  three  good  farms. 
He  was  selectman  two  years,  but  had  no  inclination  for  politics. 

Mauley.  Allen  H.,  born  in  Fi  anklin.  Vt..  Septeml)er  30,  1815,  is  the  son  of  James  H. 
and  Hiuriet  Manley.  His  fallu^r  was  a  mechanic  and  later  a  farmer,  and  Allen  was 
reared  on  the  fai  in  until  he  was  twenty  years  old.  when  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade. 
After  workmg  in  vaiious  places,  mainly  in  Sheldon,  he  came  in  1870  to  Knosburgh  and 
from  there  to  the  Falls,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  engaged  in  carpentering  and  con- 
tracting, and  is  proprietor  of  a  planiug-mill  and  .sash,  door,  and  blind  factory.  In  1S7'2 
he  bought  the  mill  plant  and  built  a  consideraltle  addition  to  it.  He  has  contributed 
much  towaids  building  up  the  Falls.  Among  other  large  buddings  recently  erected  is 
the  Purt  block.  In  ]s^8  Mr.  >Lanloy  was  chosen  selectman,  a  position  he  still  holds. 
In  187G  he  married  Lucy  Nichols,  wlio  died  in  188(5.  In  February.  1888.  he  married 
Saiah      Northi  iip.  of  Sheldon.    Two  children  were  born  of  the  first  marriage. 

^Laynard.  Ellison  S..  whose  farm  lies  just  south  of  the  Center,  is  a  native  of  Enos- 
burirh.  and  was  born  on  the  2-1  th  of  Noveml)er.  1811,  He  was  the  oldest  of  the  foui- 
children  of  Charles  and  Cj'iithia  (Adams)  Maynard.  Like  his  father  he  has  always  lived 
on  a  farm.  The  homestead  came  to  him  on  his  father's  death  in  1805,  but  it  was  re- 
quired to  satisfy  the  other  interests.  In  1874  Ellison  S.  ^Laynard  married  Helen  P., 
daughter  of  Levi  Nichols,  of  Enosburgh,  of  which  marriage  three  children  have  been 
born,  only  one  of  whom  is  now  living.  In  politics  Mr.  ^Laynard  is  a  liepublican,  but 
takes  no  active  part  in  political  matters.  Ue  attends  the  meetings  of  the  Congregational 
Society. 

McAllister,  Charles  ^ievens.  was  born  in  Enosburgh,  Vt,.  July  22.  1821.  the  voungest 
of  fourteen  children  of  William  and  Margaret  McAllister,  The  father  and  mother  were 
natives  of  New  Ilamp.siiire  and  came  to  Berlin.  Vt..  in  1708,  and  to  "West  Enosburgh 
in  1810.  Efe  was  not  a  public  man,  but  was  an  industrious  farmer,  and  died  in  1S'J5. 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  three  years  old.  Like  his  father  Charles  S. 
McAllister  has  always  been  a  farmer,  his  estate  comprising  500  acres  of  rich  farm  land. 
Mr,  McAllister  lives  on  the  farm,  but  the  management  of  the  land  devolves  upon  Piich- 
ard  Smith,  who  married  an  ado])ted  daughter  of  yir.  and  Mrs.  McAllister.  September 
C,  184."],  Charles  S.  McAllister,  married  Abbie,  daughter  of  Jonas  Poutellc.  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  Enosburgh.  No  children  were  born  to  them.  Mr.  McAllister  is  not 
wholl}'  unknown  in  the  political  history  of  this  town.  lie  has  held  several  ollices  of 
trust  and  rej^ponsibility,  bemg  overseer  of  the  poor  and  poor-house  director  for  fifteen 
years.  In  ls70  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  state.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epi.-^copal  church  for  fifty-six  years  and  one  of  its 
oflicers  during  the  last  forty  years.  A  Republican  in  politics  he  has  voted  that  ticket 
since  the  organization  of  the  ]tarty, 

Ovitt,  Charles  Le  Poy,  was  born  in  Moriah,  N.  Y,.  May  2.  1855.  but  was  descended 
from  the  Ovitt  family  of  Enosburgh,  who  were  pioneers  in  the  town,  and  some  of  the 
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later  generations  were  amoni^  its  most  ])rominent  Inisiness  men.  Charles  was  the  son 
of  Charles  Fox  and  MaiiMa  E.  (Foster)  Ovilt.  and  the  eldest  of  their  three  children. 
Charles  F..  the  father,  was  a  native  of  Fairlield.  For  twenty-eifrht  years  prior  to  his 
death  he  was  a  merchant,  fourteen  years  being  passed  in  JJakersfield  and  fourteen  in 
West  F^nosburgh  or  Jacksonville.  Charles  L.  from  yonth  was  a  clerk  in  his  father's 
store,  and  also  worked  in  the  mill,  which,  too,  was  his  father's.  In  lS7o  he  took  an  in- 
terest in  the  business,  and  wlien  the  father  died,  in  ISSS,  Charles  L.  took  the  store  and 
his  brother  the  mill  property,  of  each  of  which  they  are  now  the  respective  owners  and 
managers.  May  It^Sl.  Charles  L.  Ovitt  married  Mattie  Jj.  Keeler,  of  Essex.  Vt..  by 
whom  he  has  one  son.  October  2<J,  L'^S'j.  Mr.  Ovitt  was  appointed  postmaster  at  West 
F-nosburgh.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodk^l  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
he  is  one  of  the  stewards. 

Perkins,  FVancis  Romeo,  born  in  Bakersfield,  October  G,  1834,  was  descended  from 
the  prominent  Perkms-l>rigliam  family  so  well  known  in  that  town.  About  183ij  Mr. 
Perkins  became  a  resident  of  Enosburgh,  and  in  1859  he  purchased  the  large  farm  prop- 
erty on  which  he  now  lives,  and  whicli  contains  some  400  acres  and  sujiports  from  To  to 
100  cows.  In  connection  with  it  he  has  a  private  creamery,  and  this  with  his  regular 
farm  work  engages  his  eiitire  attention,  though  he  is  interested  in  town  allairs  and  has 
occasionally  held  town  olUces.  In  l^oo  Mr.  Perkins  married  F^lvira  P.,  daughter  of 
Stephen  T.  Anderson,  by  whom  he  hiis  had  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 
Stephen  Anderson,  father  of 'Mrs.  Perkins,  was  born  in  Iloyalton  in  1801,  jmd  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Freelove  Anderson,  who  settled  in  Enosburgh  in  181s. 

Perley,  David  Mun.«:on,  born  in  Enosburgh,  April  30,  1817,  is  descended  from  jMoneer 
stock  in  the  town.  lie  was  the  only  son  of  the  si.x  children  of  David  and  Lucina 
(Ovitt)  Perley.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  six  years  old,  and  at  sixteen  David 
M.  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  life.  He  worked  out  for  a  time,  saved  his  earn- 
ings, and  went  to  Massachusetts  to  work  on  a  farm  and  drive  a  team  on  the  road. 
He  learned  chairmaking  and  worked  at  it  for  al'Out  three  years,  w  hen  he  returned  to 
Enosburgh  and  made;  chairs  at  tlie  Center  for  Henry  Walbridge.  He  worked  also  at 
Missisfpioi  Pay  and  St.  Albans,  at  liie  latt(;r  place  becoming  for  a  time  the  partnei-  of 
A/.el  Clun-ch.  Later  he  returned  to  Eno.-i.iurgh  and  managed  the  farm  for  about  twelve 
years,  which  by  subsequent  purchases  he  has  enlarged  to  nearly  400  acres.  For  about 
eight  years  Mr.  Perley  was  employed  by  the  Faiibanks  Company  in  selling  their  scales 
throughout  the  countiy.  After  a  t)usy  life  he  settled  at  North  Enosburgh,  where  he  now 
resides.  In  August,  1813,  Mr.  Perley  married  Laura  Ann,  daughter  of  liev.  Moses  Par- 
melee,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children:  Moses  ]■'.,  Martha  Ann,  Candace,  and  Walter 
E.    In  politics  Mr.  Perley  is  a  llepubiican.    He  has  held  several  town  olhces. 

Perley,  Closes  Parmelee,  born  in  Enosburgh,  Juiie  2o,  1844,  is  the  oldest  of  four  chil- 
dren born  to  David  M.  and  Laura  Ann  (Parmelee)  Perley.  Until  twenty-two  years  old 
Moses  lived  on  his  father's  farm.  He  then  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  D.  D.  Wead, 
of  Sheldon,  and  two  years  later  became  a  partner  with  Mr.  Wead  in  the  drug  and 
grocery  business.  After  three  years  Mr.  I'erley  sold  out  and  went  to  IJoston,  becoming 
traveling  salesman  for  a  grocery  house.  During  the  nine  years  follovvinp-  he  was  thus 
engaged,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  F^nosburgh  Falls  and  became  mter- 
ested  in  the  manufacture  of  Dr.  Kendall's  spavin  cure,  taking  a  fourth  interest  m  the 
business,  which  since  has  become  a  third  interest.  Mr.  Perley  is  secretary  of  the  present 
company.  Besides  the  spavm  cure  interest  he  owns  a  large  store  at  F^nosburgh  Flails, 
doing  business  under  the  firm  name  of  M.  P.  Perley  6c  Co.,  it  being  one  of  the  largest 
stores  doing  a  general  merchandise  business  in  Northern  Vermont.  On  the  lltli  of  Oc- 
tober, 1875,  Mr.  Perley  married  Ella  M.  Stone,  of  F^ast  Perkshire,  of  which  marriage 
three  children  have  been  born. 

Potter,  John  Adams,  was  born  in  Sheldon,  April  7,  1829,  the  son  of  Isaac  J.  and 
Emmie  (Dyer)  Potter.  He  lived  upon  a  farm  until  December,  1889,  when  he  removed 
to  Enosburgh  Falls  and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  becoming  one  of  the  firm  of 
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W.  E.  Burt  Sc  Co.  This  was  a  successful  concern  and  dealt  lar_i:ely  in  agriouliural  in)ple- 
nicnls,  tin,  stoves,  luml»er,  eio.  In  Ii>7S,  while  a  resident  of  Sheldon,  Mr.  Potter  rep- 
resented that  town  in  the  legislature.  lie  was  its  selectman  eight  years,  during  seven 
of  which  he  was  first  selectman,  and  has  also  held  other  ollices.  March  2<3,  ISol,  he 
married  Mary  M.  Rohinson,  of  Swanton,  wIjo  bore  iiim  three  children.  In  ISS'i  his 
wife  died,  and  m  1SS7  he  married,  second,  Florence  E.  Thatcher,  of  South  Burlington,  Vt. 

Stetson,  Daniel  B.,  born  in  Newport,  Orleans  county.  Vt.,  the  son  of  Thomas  G.  and 
Hannah  (Adams)  Sietson,  lived  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  went 
to  Boston,  where  he  worked  three  seasons  on  forts  in  that  locality  and  nlso  i)eddled  ice. 
In  1849  he  came  to  Enosburgli  and  bought  a  farm,  which  he  soon  sold  'and  moved  to 
Canada  on  a  farm.  He  peddled  in  upper  Canada  al>ouf  six  years.  In  lN>0  he  setiled 
permanently  in  Enosburgli  Falls,  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In  1S77,  with  X.  A. 
Gilbert,  he  built  the  Missis- [uoi  llouring-inills,  hut  afterwards  succeeded  to  the  entire 
business.  In  1SS7  General  Marsii  became  a  partner  untler  the  firm  name  oU  Stetson 
Marsh,  tl;c  business  of  which  conoei  ti  is  among  the  largest  of  its  kitid  in  the  county. 
Daniel  B.  SleLson  in  1S11>  married  Sarah  Pixley,  daughter  of  Dr.  Albert  Pixley,  of  Fair- 
lee.  Vt.,  of  which  union  five  children  have  l>eeti  l>orn,  of  whom  two  only  are  living: 
Daniel  F.  Stetson,  of  Rockton.  N.  V.,  and  Charles  H.  Stetson,  of  Enosburgh  Falls.  The 
latter  is  associated  in  business  with  his  father.  Daniel  B.  Siet^on  iias  hel«l  all  the  pi  in- 
cipal  otUce.s  in  his  town  and  village,  and  represented  the  town  lu  the  stale  legislature  in 
1S70.' 

Steven.5.  Edwin  Prentiss,  was  born  in  Enosburgh,  Vt..  April  10,  1842,  and  was  one  of 
eight  children  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Stevens,  a  well  known  and  highly  respected 
family  of  ti^e  town.  Edwin  wns  reared  on  the  farm,  but  at  the  age  cf  twenty-one 
started  out  to  work  by  the  month.  He  lost  the  first  $2,000  he  ever  earned,  but  this  did 
not  discourage  him.  In  DeceniV»er,  IS'I'i,  he  married  Adelaide  Anderson,  by  whom  he 
liad  two  children,  Charles  and  Ella.  Noveml»er  PJ,  1S.'^2,  Mr*:.  Stevens  died.  Mr.  Stevens 
bouglit  the  Stephen  Ander.son  farm  of  225  acres,  and  here  he  lives  the  life  of  a  farmer 
and  cattle  buyer.  Tlie  pioneer  of  the  family  was  Samuel  Stevens  who  came  to  Enos- 
burgh from  Hartland  al-ouL  1>^00.  He  was  the  grandfather  of  f^dwin  I'.  Stevens,  and 
withal  a  very  i»rominent  man  in  the  town. 

Whitcomb,  John  M.,  is  the  representative  of  a  numerous  family  of  Whitcomb.5.  the 
greater  number  of  whom  reside  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town  of  Enosburgli. 
'J'he  pioneer  of  the  famiiy  was  John  Whitcomb,  who  settled  abi»ut  IS'JO  on  tlie  same 
farm  where  Joim  M.  Whitco:nl»  now  lives.  Hiram  M.  and  Sopiiia  Wliitcomi)  were  the 
parents  of  John,  the  latter  being  ihe  only  one  of  their  five  children  now  living  in  the 
town.*  Tiic  fathet-  being  a  farmer  John  M.  was  brought  up  to  that  employment,  but  h»j 
has  added  to  his  agricultural  labors  tho<e  of  the  management  of  a  steam  saw,  planing,  and 
shingle-mill.  Mr.  Whitcomb.  during  the  period  of  agitation  about  the  time  of  the  St. 
Al)>ans  raid,  when  military  companies  were  organizing  throughout  the  country,  was  tiie 
victim  of  an  accident.  He  joined  the  militia  and  drilled  at  the  Center,  Imt  when  return- 
ing home  on  one  occasion  was  thrown  from  h's  horse  and  received  injuries  from  whi'di 
he  ha,5  never  recovered.  On  March  13,  1S07,  Mr.  Whitcomb  married  Samautiia  C. 
Ladd,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  children. 

Woodward.  Daniel,  whose  home  stands  in  a  prominent  locality  in  North  Enosburgh, 
is  a  native  of  Bradford,  this  state,  and  was  born  in  ld04.  He  came  to  Enosburgh  in 
1821  witii  his  parent.s,  but  afterwards  lived  in  St.  Albans  and  in  Highgate.  Ai  tlie  for- 
mer place  he  married  Ruth  Hendricks,  by  whom  he  had  ihirieen  children,  as  follows: 
Horatio,  Norman,  Orrin,  Olive.  Arkless,  James,  Betsey,  Alse,  Guy,  There.sa.  Byron, 
Kdna,  and  Josephine.  Of  these  six  are  still  living.  In  1^34  Mr.  Woodv/.trd  came  per- 
nianently  to  Enosburgh  and  purchased  the  Martha  >kIcAllister  farm.  In  L^Ti.')  he  bougiit 
the  Charles  Stevens  farm,  where  the  old  hotel  was  built,  and  still  lives  in  the  locality. 
By  trade  he  is  a  cooper,  but  has  given  much  attention  to  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a 
firm  Democrat,  and  in  religion  inclines  to  Universalism.  He  was  justice  for  twenty  years 
and  j»ostmaster  at  North  Enosburgh  for  eighteen  years. 
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Woodward,  Xormnn,  the  second  son  of  Daniel  and  Ruth  Woodward,  was  born  in 
Highoate,  Yt.,  January  1,  1830.  At  the  aj^e  of  four  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Enosiburr^h,  where  he  now  hves.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  most  of  the  thne  till 
he  WiH  twenty-three  years  old,  when  he  started  out  for  himself  with  the  determination 
to  make  his  own  wa^  in  life,  and  worked  for  JL  N.  Barber  nearly  four  years.  Is^ovem- 
ber  27,  1S5G,  Mr.  \Yoo  Iward  married  Lucy,  daufjhter  of  Jonas  and  ^laria  Temple,  of 
BAkersri,eld.  lie  conducted  the  Barber  farm  for  two  years  on  shares  and  then  bouglit 
the  Robert  Barber  farm  for  .$5,000,  for  which  he  ran  in  del)t,  and  by  the  lielp  of  his 
faithful  wife  he  succeeded  in  paying  for  it.  He  then  bought  seventy-five  acres  more 
adjoinmg  for  $-1,(300.  In  1880  he  purchased  the  Chester  \Yaller  farm  of  his  father, 
Daniel  \Yoodwai-d,  for  $').0(»U.  Tliis  is  nearly  paid  for.  He  now  b.ns  -100  acres  of  land 
in  his  possession.  In  1800  he  bought  a  store  at  the  Center  of  H.  C.  Parker,  but  formerly 
owned  by  Thomas  Fuller.  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Woodward  have  had  born  to  them  a  family 
of  nine  children,  viz.  :  Nelson  E.,  of  Northiield.  ^linn. ;  Ellen  M.,  ,who  died  in  18G1  at 
the  age  of  two  years;  Albert  J.,  who  resides  on  the  ^Yaller  farm  ;  and  3ilauiice  S.,  Mary 
C,  Lee  D.,  Bernice  13.,  Byron  N.,  and  Warren  S. 

Woodworth,  Arthur  Wellington,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  Yt.,  May  7,  1833.  He  was 
the  son  of  William  S.  and  Patience  (Stearns)  Woodworth,  who  had  fourteen  children, 
and  was  brought  u{)  to  carpenter  work,  but  from  matuiity  until  lie  was  twenty-seven 
years  of  age  he  worked  on  a  farm.  In  180O  Mr.  Woodworth  married,  and  to  himself 
and  his  wife,  Adaliue,  one  child  was  born,  Linnie  R.  Phelps,  now  of  Boston.  Upon  liis 
marriage  Mr.  Woodworth  bought  a  farm  in  EnoslMirgh,  to  which  lie  moved  and  on 
which  he  lived  until  18o3,  \v  hen  he  moved  to  the  Falls.  In  1SS7  he  purchased  tlie 
mill  in  Sampsonville,  in  addition  to  which  business  he  has  speculated  largel}'.  He 
owns  some  000  acres  of  land  in  dilYerent  localities.  In  local  political  affairs  he  has  been 
somewhat  prominent,  liaving  been  selectman,  lister,  constable,  and  in  1850-GO  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  lower  house  and  in  1880  was  member  of  the  state  Senate. 

Fairfax. 

Alfred,  John  B.,  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  Fairfax,  Yt.,  of  wlroh  town 
he  is  a  native,  was  born  April  23,  1845,  a  son  of  Samuel  D.  and  Polly  Alfred.  The 
surname  Alfred  seems  to  be  one  of  adoption,  it  being  by  the  family  variously  spelled 
Alvord,  Alford.  or  Alfred.  Samucd  D.  Altred  was  born  June  11,  1804.  and  his  first, 
wife.  Sally  (Willaird)  Alfred,  was  born  September  20,  ISOo.  Their  marriage  occurred 
January  2,  1825.  'JMieir  two  children,  Benjamin  C.  and  Roxena,  are  both  deceased. 
,  Mrs.  Alfred  died  November  25,  1828,  and  November  25,  1832,  Mr.  Alfred  married  for 
his  second  wife  Polly  wSmith,  by  whom  he  had  these  children  :  Samuel  D.,  Parmelia, 
Mary  C.  S.,  Sarah  M.,  Cornwell"  B.,  Elizabeth  C,  John  B.,  Almon  S.,  Chauncy  C,  and 
Frank  E.  Samuel  D.  Alfred,  the  father,  died  May  5,  1880.  and  his  wife,  Polly,  Fel)ru- 
ary  15,  1800.  In  1842  Samuel  D.  started  in  trade  at  the  village,  and  in  1868  he  retired, 
being  succeeded  in  business  by  liis  son,  John  B.,  by  whom  it  lias  since  been  conducted. 
May  It).  18GG,  John  B.  Alfred  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Nathan  ])radley,  of  Fairfield, 
of  which  marriage  five  children  have  been  born.  Mr.  Alfred  has  been  one  of  the  lead- 
ers in  the  affairs  of  the  town. 

Ballard,  George  A.,  the  well  known  practicing  attorney  of  Fairfax,  was  born  in 
Georgia,  October  21,  1831.  He  was  the  son  of  Orris  and  Chloe  Priscilla  Ballard,  and 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  school  when  opportunity  oflered.  but  his  early 
education  was  accpiired  mainly  at  the  Georgia  Academy  and  the  New  Hampton  Insti- 
tute. He  read  law  in  the  olTice  of  Counsellor  H.  R.  Beardsley,  of  St.  Albans,  and  was 
admitted  to  r)ractice  in  18b2.  commencing  in  Georgia,  Itut  movmg  in  July,  18G5,  to  Fair- 
fax, that  place  affording  a  better  field  for  the  profession.  This  town  has  been  his  home 
from  that  to  the  present  time,  alihough  his  practice  lias  extended  throughout  the  county 


Family  Sketches. 


747 


and  even  beyond  it.  About  1SS3  Mr.  Ballard  formed  a  law  partnership  with  George  W. 
Burleson,  esq.,  of  St.  Albans,  and  this  relation  has  since  been  maintained.  September 
5,  18G.5,  Mr.  Ballard  married  Almira  Witters,  by  whom  he  has  had  two  children.  He 
represented  Fairfax  in  the  Asseml)ly  of  18G0  and  again  in  1870.  In  1872  he  was 
elected  senator.    He  held  the  office  of  state's  attorney  from  1872  to  1874. 

Beeman.  James  Monroe,  born  in  North  Fairfax,  Vt.,  May  S,  ISIG,  was  the  seventh  of 
eight  children  born  to  Jedediah  and  Mary  (Osgood)  Beeman.  He  is  a  descendant  frcm 
Joseph  Beeman,  a  pioneer  of  the  county  and  prominently  known  as  an  extensive  land- 
owner and  surveyor  throughout  this  region.  James  M.  IJeeman  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  a  Idacksmith  and  wheelwright.  He  had  a  shop  near  whore  the 
road  in  North  Fairfax  crosses  tlie  reservoir  creek.  In  1839,  December  22,  Mr.  Beeman 
married  Abigad  Lewis,  of  Fairfax,  by  whom  he  has  these  children  :  Adelaide,  born 
June  8,  1841,  died  aged  two  years;  Adelbert  B.,  born  July  15,  1843,  now  a  protninent 
business  man  of  Fairfax;  Ethel  Louise,  born  August  21,  184.5,  wife  of  William  Wilson, 
of  Fulton  county,  N.  Y, ;  Frances  L,  born  October  20,  1850,  married  Alonzo  Frizbee, 
of  New  Y''ork  state;  and  Susie  IL,  born  August  10,  1852.  married  Dr.  Joel  Allen,  of 
Johnson,  Vt.  In  185G  Mr.  Beeman  moved  to  Fairfax  village  for  the  purpose  of  edu- 
cating his  children,  and  en":baiked  in  trade  there.  For  thirteen  years  he  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  butter  tubs  at  the  Falls.  In  18G4  he  took  as  a  [lartner  his 
son,  Adelbert  B.  Beeman,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  M.  Beeman  &  Son.  Mr.  Beeman 
has  now  retired  from  active  business.  He  has  been  selectman  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Bellows  Academy  Fund  and  president  of  the  board.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  — ''^ 

Bishop,  Ira  C.  was  born  in  Wcstford,  January  11,  1830,  and  when  an  infiint  his 
parents  moved  to  Fairfax.  IraC.  was  the  youngest  of  three  children  of  Deacon  Orville 
{^nd  Electa  (Lamed)  Bishop.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  the  New  Ilampton 
Institute,  and  attended  for  a  time  a  school  at  Fort  FJdward,  N.  Y.  Prior  to  his  father's 
death  in  1888  Mr.  Bishop  married  Augusta,  daughter  of  Silas  W.  Inrush,  of  Fairfax,  by 
whom  he  has  had  two.ciiildren,  Cyrus  II.  and  Ira  B.  He  has  been  a  leading  man  in 
his  tov.'u,  having  held  the  position  oE  selectman  and  nearly  all  the  other  important  otli- 
ces.  Mr.  Bishop  was  brought  up  in  the  Baptist  church,  though  he  does  not  adhere 
strictly  to  that  faith.  For  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death  Deacon  Bishop  lived  in  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Ira  C. 

Drew,  John  B.,  born  in  Fairfax,  Yt.,  May  30,  1854,  was  the  youngest  son  of'  Aaron 
and  Maria  (Scott)  Drew.  Aaron  Drew  was  a  man  of  public  spirit  and  integrity,  a 
farmer,  and  the  owner  of  a  large  amount  of  real  estate,  all  of  which  was  accumula:ed 
through  industiy  by  hi^  own  h:inds.  aided  in  a  large  degree  by  the  diligence,  care,  and 
economy  of  his  estimable  wife.  Their  children  were:  Daniel  D.,  who  resides  in  Kan- 
sas; Truman  G.  and  Picuben  W.,  both  of  whom  died  in  Fairfax;  Alfred  E.,  a  minister 
of  the  gospel;  Alma  R.,  wife  of  Edwin  S.  Butts,  of  Lansing,  Mich.;  Elbert,  who  died 
in  infancy  ;  Harmon  C.  and  Burton,  deceased ;  and  John  B.  The  father  died  when 
John  B.  was  eight  years  of  age.  and  the  latter  came  four  years  later  to  Fairfax  village, 
where  he  attended  the  New  Hampton  Institute  for  several  years.  He  afterwards 
attended  the  Collegiate  Institute  at  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1878,  after  a  clerkship 
of  several  years,  he  started  a  drug  store  with  fancy  goods  and  furnishings  at  Fairfax, 
in  which  business  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged.  His  mother  died  January  3,  1871. 
He  married,  in  18S0,  F]mma  M.  Loveland,  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children:  Fred  L.  and  Ernest  C.  In  1883  John  B.  Dre^v  was  appointed  postmaster 
at  Fairfax,  but  was  removed  during  the  Cleveland  administration  in  June,  18SG.  On 
June  13,  1880,  he  was  again  appointed  to  that  ollice  under  the  Harrison  administration, 
which  position  he  still  holds. 

Farnsworth,  Asher  Palmer,  more  commonly  knov/n  as  Palmer  Farnsworth,  was  born 
January  18,  ISIB  His  father.  Asahel  Farnsworth,  was  the  sou  of  Levi,  a  native  of 
94 
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Kew  Hampshire,  who  came  at  an  early  day  ami  settled  on  Fairfax  Plain,  but  who  after- 
wards moved  to  Westford.  Asahel  married  Content  Wilcox  and  located  in  Fairfield. 
Their  children  were  Seth,  Emily,  Phyla.  Asher  P.,  Harriet,  Fanny,  and  ^Larcia  A. 
Asher  P.  Farnsworth  moved  to  Fairfax  about  twenty-five  years  ago.  He  has  l.ieen 
thrice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Mariette  Chase,  by  whom  lie  had  two  children.  This 
mfirriage  occurred  March  12,  1SL>,  and  his  wife  died  in  I806.  His  second  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1860.  was  Xanc}'  Merchant,  who  bore  him  one  child.  His  third  marriage, 
September  25,  1873,  was  with  Charlotte  ]\IcMaster.  Mr.  Farnsworth  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Fairfax.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  qualifications, 
and  has  been  entrusted  with  the  care  and  management  of  a  number  of  estates,  which 
service  he  has  performed  with  credit. 

Farnsworth,  Dr.  James  IL,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Vt.,  April  IG,  1800.  When  a  boy 
he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father,  and  entered  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Vermont,  graduating  in  a  class  of  twenty-eight  in  1S28. 
April  5,  1830,  he  mairied  Caroline  ^[artin,  of  Ferrisburg,  Vt.,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Fairfax,  where  he  continued  until  his  death,  w'hich  occurred  sud- 
denly August  2G,  1878.  Dr.  Farnsworth  served  his  town  both  as  representative  and 
senator,  and  his  counsel  was  often  sought  in  business  matters.  He  left  three  daughters: 
Mary,  wife  of  Kcv.  J.  S.  Goodhall,  of  JCssex  Junction,  A't.,  and  Caroline  and  Sarah, 
who  own  and  reside  on  the  home  farm. 

Hawlc}',  Dr.  Curtis  F.,  is  descended  from  the  pioneer  stock  in  Fairfax,  being  the  son 
of  Lyman  and  grandson  of  Abijah  Hawlcv,  tlio  latter  liaving  settled  in  Buck  Hollow  in 
1700.  The  wife  of  Lyman  was  Betsey  Hawley,  by  whom  he  had  a  larg'*  family  of 
children.  By  his  second  wife,  Afelissa  Wells,  he  had  two  children.  Curtis  F.  Ha\vley 
was  born  August  2,  1820,  and  lived  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  eighteen.  He  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in  Bakersfield  Academy.  He  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  John  Branch,  of  St.  All)ans,  and  afterwards  attended  the  Castleton  Medical  College, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1880.  This  was  followed  by  a 
post-graduate  course  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New  York  city,  after 
which  he  commenced  practice  in  Fletcher  in  184!),  moving  to  Faiifax  in  1858.  Dr. 
Hawley  is  a  successful  i)ractitioner,  and  an  active  member  of  both  the  State  and  County 
^ledical  Societies.  During  the  war  he  had  a  valualjle  experience  in  the  hospital  at 
Brattleboro.  In  1851  he  married  Louisa  A.,  daughter  of  William  R.  Boynton,  of 
Fk'tcher,  of  which  marriage  four  children  have  been  born.  He  also  has  one  child  by 
adoption.  In  1872-r4  Mr.  Hawley  represented  his  town  in  the  legislature.  He  has 
frequently  been  selectman,  and  has  held  the  olfices  of  town  clerk,  treasurer,  and  super- 
intendent. •  ■ 

Hawley,  Cyrus  Abijah,  born  in  Fairfax  on  the  26th  of  December,  1848,  w^as  the  son 
of  Lyman  Hawley  by  his  marriage  to  Melissa  AV^'ells,  whose  two  children  were  Cyrus  A. 
and  Betsey  Marilla,  wife  of  John  P.  Robinson,  of  Swan  ton.  Cyrus  A.  Flawley  was 
born  and  now  lives  on  the  old  farm  on  which  his  grandfather,  Abijah  Hawley,  settled  in 
1790.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1870,  he  married  Elsie  E.,  daughter  of  Ste})hen  Jef- 
fords, of  Enosburgh.  ^h.  Hawley  has  been  prominent  in  town  aftairs.  having  served 
two  terms  as  selectman,  two  as  lister,  and  held  other  offices  as  well.  He  is  a  member 
of  Christ  church  of  Buck  Hollow. 

Howard,  ^Larshall,  married  Lavina  Smith,  and  b}'' her  had  nine  children,  viz.:  Eben- 
ezer,  Charles,  Daniel,  Polly,  Jerusha,  Joseph,  Harrison,  Anna,  and  John  S.  Of  these 
only  Anna,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  D.  Cox,  and  John  are  now  living.  Ebenezer  How- 
ard, the  eldest,  married  Sarah  Goodwin,  and  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Caroline; 
Keyes,  who  died  in  Andersonville  prison  ;  Willard  ;  Charlotte,  wife  of  John  Bostwick; 
Anna,  a  school  teacher  in  Fairfax;  John  S.:  and  ^Mary,  wife  of  H.  R.  Learned,  of  AVis- 
•  consin.  John  S.  Howard  was  born  January  10,  184 1.  He  attended  the  district  schools 
■  and  one  term  at  the  academy,  living  at  home  until  he  entered  the  arm3%  in  which  he 


Family  Sketches. 


749 


enlisted  as  private  August  4,  1862,  in  Company  K,  Eleventh  Yermont  Infantry.  At  the 
Weldon  Railrodd  raid  ho  was  taken  by  the  rebels  and  confined  in  the  Southern  prison 
pens  for  five  months  and  twenty-three  days.  On  being  released  ho  joined  his  command 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  never  having  been  wounded.  He  was  mustered 
out  in  July.  1805.  In  December,  1880,  Mr.  Howard  married  Flora  A.,  daughter  by  adop- 
tion of  Daniel  D.  Cox,  of  which  marriage  one  child  has  been  born. 

Hubbell,  George  A.,  son  of  Homer  E.  and  Maria  L.  (Gove)  Hubbell,was  born  in  Fair- 
fax. December  9,  1830.  Homer  E.  Hubbell,  the  father,  was  a  leading  lawyer  of  Frank- 
lin county,  and  died  in  1S90  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  George  A,  Elubbell  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  schools  of  the  town  and  attended  Balrersfield  Academy  for  a  short 
time.  In  1852  he'made  a  journey  to  the  California  gold  fields,  where  he  worked  nearly 
two  and  a  half  years.  During  the  most  of  his  life  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  find 
cattle  deahui:,  though  of  late  years  he  lias  lived  in  the  village  and  friven  the  dii'ect  man- 
agement o£  tlie  farm  into  the  hands  of  his  son.  Charles  G.  On  July  3,  1850.  George  A. 
Hubbell  married  Jane  E.,  daughter  of  Orville  Bishop,  of  Fairfax,  of  which  hiarrifige  two 
children  were  born,  viz.:  Homer  Bishop  Hubbell,  now  principal  of  the  high  scliool  at 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis.,  and  Charles  Gove  Hubbell,  of  Fairfax.  Mr.  Hubbell  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics.  He  has  held  the  ollices  of  selectman,  lister,  grand  juror,  auditor,  and  justice 
of  the  peace. 

Hubbell,  Homer  E.,  born  at  Cnmbi  idge,yt., -August  10,  1805,  died  at  Fairfax,  May  17, 
1890.  At  the  age  oC  nineteen  he  came  to  Fairfax  and  commenced  the  study  of  law  in 
tl>e  ofilce  of  Hon.  liuther  B.  Hunt,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Franklin  County  13ar  at  St. 
Albans  in  September,  1827.  In  October,  1828,  he  married  Maria  L.  Gove,  and  the  same 
year  he  purchased  the  practice  and  real  estate  business  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  settled  in  Fair- 
fax. He  was  a  membe.  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1843,  and  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  seventeen  years.  In  1836.  at  the  age  of  thirty,  he  was  ele(,'ted  state  sen- 
ator, being  the  younge;^t  senator  ever  elected  in  the  state,  and  was  re-elected  in  1838 
and  agaitrin  18-12.  He  was  elected  town  representative  seven  times.  In  1842  he  was 
chosen  state's  attorney,  and  as  such  prosecuted  the  case  of  Eugene  Cliflord,  who  wns 
convicted  of  the  murder  of  his  wife  and  child  by  diowning  them  in  Fairfield  Pond, 
^[r.  Hubbell  remained  in  active  practice  for  fifty  years,  but  in  1880  he  was  stricken  with 
paralysis,  which  left  his  nerves  badly  shattered,  obliging  him  to  retire  from  professional 
work.  His  mind  continued  clear  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics  he  was  always  a 
Democrat.  ^Ir.  Hubbell  left  three  children  :  George  A.,  who  owns  and  lives  on  the 
homestead;  John  C  who  has  charge  of  the  cold  storage  at  St.  Albans  ;  and  Jane  ^^F., 
wife  of  Daniel  H.  Smith,  of  Princeton,  111. 

Hunt  George,  son  of  Elijah  and  Louisa  (Kidder)  Hunt,  was  born  in  Fau-fax,  February 
5.  1841.  His  parents  had  a  large  family  of  children,  as  follows  :  Lucy  A..  Fred  S., 
George,  Henry,  Ira  E.,  Lucilla  P..  Adelia.  Abbie,  John  F.,  and  Cora,  several  of  whom  still 
live  in  the  town.  George  Hunt  was  reared  on  the  farm,  where  he  lived  until  August, 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Eleventh  Vei  niont  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  reg- 
iment being  commanded  by  Colonel  Warner  and  Company  K  by  Capt.  George  D. 
Sowles.  The  first  regular  engagement  in  M'hich  the  company  participated  was  at  Cold 
Harbor,  and  here  comrade  Hunt  was  struck  by  a  minie-ball,  wounded,  and  carried  to 
the  field  hospital,  where  he  remained  for  a  time,  being  afterwards  taken  to  the  general 
hospital  at  Washington,  whence  he  was  conveyed  in  December  to  Burlington,  Vt.,  and 
there  cared  for  until  June.  1863,  when  he  was  discharged  for  disability.  In  1807  ^Ir, 
Hunt  married  Ellen  S.  Brush,  of  Fairfax,  b}"  whom  he  had  one  child.  In  the  fall  of 
1889  he  was  elected  representative  for  Fairfax  in  the  General  Assemb.y,  and  for  six 
years  he  h.eld  the  ofiice  of  first  constable. 

Kenfield,  Benjamin,  was  born  in  Morristown.  Yt.,  October  2,  1820,  a  son  of  George 
and  Lucinda  (Dike)  Kenfield.  When  six  years  old  his  mother  died,  after  which  he  wa.s 
sent  to  live  with  an  aunt  at  Cambridge.  He  was  apprenticed  to  Thomas  II.  Perkins,  of 
Johnson,  a  blacksmith,  at  which  he  served  for  four  years,  when  he  began  business  for 
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himself.  In  1843  he  went  to  Fletcher,  where  he  worked  for  three  years,  thence  to  Cani- 
bridg-e,  where  he  manuractured  axes  for  two  or  thiee  years.  He  then  came  to  Fairfax 
and  ^^  c)|■ked  for  Ansel  Shepardson  ;  but  a  little  later,  with  Merrit  C.  Shepaidson,  he 
bought  and  operated  a  foundry,  saw-mill,  and  blacksmith  shop,  the  works  being-  located 
in  Shepardson  Hollow  about  two  miles  east  of  the  village.  In  18G2  ]Mr.  Kenfield  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Eleventh  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  served  until  May,  ISGl,  \N'hen 
he  was  discljarged  for  disability^  Retui-ning  from  the  army  he  bought  a  farm,  on  which- 
his  son  noAV  lives,  but  of  lute  years  he  has  resided  in  the  village,  where  he  carries  on  a 
shop.  In  1846  Mr,  Kenfield  married  Aurelia  Shepardson,  of  which  union  seven  chil- 
dren have  been  born.    He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Leach  Family,  The, —  The  surname  Leach  stands  for  pioneership  in  Fairfield,  John 
Leach  having  been  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and  his  wife,  Hannah  (Page)  Leach,  was 
also  of  pioneer  stock  in  that  town.  Of  their  ten  children  Willis  married  Betsey  Dan- 
fortli,  by  whom  he  had  six  children,  the  youngest  being'  Cyrus.  The  latter,  who  is  a 
farnjer,  married,  in  1849,  Mary  B.  Hawley,  of  Fairfax,  of  which  marriage  live  children 
have  been  born,  viz.:  Myron  B.,  Willard  F.,  Hobart  F.,  Julia  A.,  and  Hannah.  In  1800 
Mr.  Leach  purchased  and  moved  to  the  old  Gale  farm,  which  contains  about  300  acres. 
During  his  residence  in  Fairfax  he  has  been  for  two  or  three  years  selectman,  the  can- 
didate of  the  Republican  part}'.  In  church  adairs  Mr.  Leach  is  of  the  Baptist  denom- 
.  ination,  while  his  wife  is  a  communicant  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  of  Buck 
Hollow. 

Marsh,  Salmon  S.,  who-e  large  farm  is  located  north  of  Fairfax  village,  was  born 
in  Sheldon,  March  13,  1818,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Stebbins)  :\larsh,  both  of 
pioneer  stock  in  .Sheldon.  Thomas  Marsh  was  twice  married,  his  first  v.-ife  being-  Han- 
nah Young,  who  bore  him  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased;  By  his  second 
marriage  he  had  five  children,  of  whom  Salmon  S.  was  the  third.  Mr.  Marsli  died  in 
Sheldon  in  1842.  Salmon  S.  Marsh  married,  February  22,  1843,  Auiilla  Kendall,  of 
Enosl'urgh,  daughter  of  Seth  Kendall,  by  whom  he  had  three  childi-en.  In  1853  he 
purchased  and  took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm  in  Orleans  county,  Vt.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  thirteen  years.  In  18GG  he  bought  the  old  Swift  farm  of  125  acres  in  Fair- 
fax, where  he  has  since  resided,  liaving  increased  this  place  to  227  acres.  The  owner 
is  practically  retired  from  active  work,  the  management  of  the  property  being  in  the 
hands  of  Gyrus  H,  Whitford,  his  son-in-law. 

•Perham,  Madison  0.,  son  of  Alvin  and  Harriet  Perham  and  second  of  their  three  • 
children,  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Vt.,  April  9.  1840.  His  grandfather,  Joel  Perham, 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  liaving  enlisted  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  His  grandmother, 
'A^■hose  name  vras  Grout,  was  also  conspicuous  during  the  early  French  wars,  she  liaving 
been  carried  into  captivity  by  the  Indians,  who  eventually  released  her.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  Madison  0.  married  Caroline  Harvey,  by  whom  he  has  four  children. 
Mr.  Perham  lived  in  Cambridge  until  ISGT.  when  he  came  to  Fairfax  to  reside,  taking 
the  James  Wilson  farm,  where  he  lived  until  1888,  when  he  purchased  the  Alonzo  Bel- 
lows farm  of  104  acres,  where  he  now  lives,  retaining,  however,  the  homestead.  Mr. 
Perham  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  held  the  olfice  of  lister, 

Rugg.  Giles,  born  in  Fairfax.  January  29,  1823,  is  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Philenda 
(King)  Rugg,  Alexander  Rugg  was  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  town,  and  in 
this  occnpaiion  Giles  was  brought  up  and  has  ever  since  continued,  being  also  interested 
in  a  meat  market  with  his  son-in-law,  C.  C.  Gillette,  of  Fairfax.  Mr.  Rugg  married, 
February  12,  1851.  Lurena  Mears  Ellsworth,  a  native  of  ]\rilton,  born  June  2,  1833. 
Their  children  are:  Josephus  Ellsworth,  born  January  5,  1852.  now  living  in  Wyo- 
ming; Charlie  Frederick,  born  October  17,  1856.  also  lives  in  Wyoming;  Eva  Lucia, 
born  October  10,  1S62.  the  wife  of  CO,  Lane,  of  Des  ^loines,  la.;  and  Eflie  Gertrude, 
born  August  31,  1864,  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Gillette,  of  Fairfax.  In  the  matter  of  belief 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rugg  and  ^Ir.  and  Mrs,  C.  C.  Gillette  are  Spiritualists, 
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Shepardson,  Ansel,  jr..  was  born  in  Middletown.Yt.,  July  10,  1793,  a  son  of  Ansel,  sr., 
who  came  with  his  family  to  Fairfax  al)OUt  1S05,  Ansel,  jr..  iDeing-  then  about  twelve 
years  of  age.  Mr.  Shepardson  located  on  tlie  farm  now  owned  by  Cintis  H.  Wilson, 
and  liere  by  the  light  of  the  hre  in  his  father's  cooper  shop  Ansel,  jr.,  obtained  his  edu- 
cation. While  quite  young  he  opened  a  school,  and  for  many  years  taught  singing- 
school.  When  a  young  man  he  l^uilt  a  saw-mill  on  the  stream  near  by,  and  for  many 
years  did  an  extensive  business  in  the  manufacture  of  lumoer.  He  also  invented  and 
built  a  pioneer  flax  machine,  and. did  a  successful  business  in  making  and  dressing  that 
product.  About  I80O  he  commenced  wool-carding  and  cloth-finishing,  which  business 
he  continued  until  1850.  when  a  new  mill  was  built  and  machiner}^  put  in  it  for  the 
manufacture  of  woolen  cloth  and  yarn.  He  also  erected  a  foundry  and  blacksmith 
shop.  The  locality  took  the  name  of  Shepardson  Hollow,  and  became  quite  a  noted 
place  of  business.  In  ISIG  he  married,  first,  Aurelia  Story,  who  died  in  1822.  He  af- 
terwards married  Lu  Ray  Story  (both  were  daughters  of  Ehjah  Story,  of  Fairfax).  By 
the  latter  marriage  he  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living.  In  1S57  Mr.  Shep- 
ardson gave  up  his  business  to  his  youngest  son.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  was  one  of  its  deacons  for  half  a  century,  and  in  every  sense  was  an  honest, 
faithful,  Christian  man.    He  died  in  1875,  nearly  eighty-three  years  old. 

Shepardson,  Francis  Wayland.  youngest  son  of  Ansel  and  Lu  Ray  (Stoiy)  Shepard- 
son, was  born  February  2(J,  183G.  When  a  child  nothing  seemed  to  satisfy  him  (juite 
as  well  as  constructing  miniature  saw-mills,  foundries,  fulling-mills,  turning  lathes,  and 
such  like,  and  he  set  them  all  running  on  a  little  waterfall  near  by.  At  an  early  age  he 
became  familiar  with  the  details  of  all  the  business  carried  on  by  his  father.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  he  took  up  the  woolen  manufacturing  business  at  the  old  stand  in  Shep- 
ardson Hollow,  carrying  on  the  business  there  for  eight  years.  Being  unable  to  meet 
the  constantly  increasing  demand  for  his  goods  on  account  of  limited  power  and  old 
raachinci-y  Mr.  Shepardson  purchased  new  and  the  most  approved  machinery  that  could 
then  be  found,  and  forming  a  co-partnership  with  Saumel  K.  Gaut,  owner  of  the  great 
falls,  they  proceeded  in  1805  to  put  in  operation  the  ''Lamoille  mill."  This  mill  turned 
.  out  'yearly  about  $30,000  worth  of  fancy  cassimeres,  flannel,  and  yarn,  nearly  all  of 
which  was  ordered  and  purchased  by  the  local  trade.  Tiie  mill  gained  the  reputation 
of  su]iplying  people  with  the  best  and  most  serviceable  goods  made  in  Vermont.  In 
1881  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  Lamoille  mills,  purchased  the  old  Hiram  Bellows  place 
at  the  village,  and  has  since  resided  there.  Mr.  Shepardson  is  a  Republican  and  cast  his 
first  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  18i)0.  He  has  held  nearly  every  oftice  ()^  honor  and 
trust  in  town.  In  September,  1890,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  he  united.and  became  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  Baptist  church 
in  Fairfax,  and  has  ever  been  one  of  its  hearty  and  earnest  supporters.  He  married,  in 
18G0,  Miss  Jennie  Kinney,  of  Milton,  and  two  daughters  liave  been  boi  n  to  them,  of 
whom  the  youngest,  Fannie  V.,  eighteen  years  of  age,  is  now  living. 

Wanzer,  John,  the  pioneer  of  the  family,  became  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Fairfax, 
Vt.,  about  1825.  His  wife  was  Jerusha  (Colburn)  Wanzer,  by  whom  he  had  ten  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Willard,  Jay.  Helen,  Dan  C,  Alfred,  Jerusha,  John  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), John,  2d,  Sarah  H.,  and  Lina  C.  John  Wanzer  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides  on  the  30th  of  May.  183t').  He  is  the  only  representative  of  the  family  now 
living  in  the  town.  His  father  died  in  1872  and  his  mother  some  four  years  earlier. 
I^Ir.  Wanzer  is  the  owner  of  the  homestead  farm,  and  has  also  a  farm  in  Fletcher,  He 
has  never  married.  He  was  baptized  and  brought  up  in  the  Episcopal  church  of  Buck 
Hollow.  In  town  afl^airs  he  held  the  oliicesof  selectman  three  years  and  road  commis- 
sioner five  years.    His  farms  comprise  180  acres  in  Fairfax  and  137  in  Fletcher. 

Wilcox,  Isaac  Farns worth,  was  born  May  5,  1829,  in  Westford,  Yt.  His  father,  Jo- 
sephM.  Wilcox,  was  a  native  of  Westford,  and  his  mother,  Maria  (Farnsworth)  Wil- 
cox, was  descended  from  pioneer  stock  of  Fairfax.  The  children  of  these  parents  were 
as  follows:  Joseph  D.,  born  December  17,  1822,  now  living  in  Rutherford,  i\.  J.;  Cor- 
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nelia  E.,  born  December  17,  1S24,  died  aged  about  twenty;  Sarah  E.,  born  Novem- 
ber 30.  1S2G.  died  aj^od  about  seventeen  ;  Isaac  F.;  Catherine  M.,  born  July  17,  1830,  be- 
came a  Baptist  minister  in  1802  ;  and  Charlotte  Horton,  born  July  18,  1839.  The  family 
came  from  Westford  to  Fairfax  in  1834,  and  settled  where  Isaac  F.  Wilcox  now  lives. 
Joseph  M.  died  in  March.  1874,  and  his  wife,  ^Taria,  October  31,  1844.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  Isaac  F,  Wiloox  started  to  work  by  the  month,  but  soon  found  employment 
in  the  Fairfax  mills,  at  which  he  continued  for  about  eleven  years.  Finally  he  took  up 
permanently  his  residence  on  the  farm.  In  January,  18G7,  he  married  ^lary,  daughter 
of  Ami  and  Lucy  (Perkins)  \yilson,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  who  died  at  birth,  ^^^s. 
Perkins  dying  at  the  same  time.  Mr.  Wilcox,  on  May  1,  1878,  married,  second,  Hen- 
rietta, daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Poena  ^Merritt,  of  New  York  state.  Mr.  Wil<on  has 
been  prominent  in  town  affairs,  having  held  nearly  all  the  town  oflices, 

Wilson,  Curtis  U,,  son  of  Anii  and  Lucy  (Perkins)  Wilson,  was  born  August  13,  1S41. 
He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  the  town  and  attended  several  terms  at  the 
New  Hampton  Institute.  He  was  bi  ought  up  on  the  farm,  and  by  the  time  he  was  of 
age  he  commenced  his  business  life.  About  1872  he  purchased  the  farm  formerly 
owned  by  his  wife's  father  and  known  as  the  Learned  farm,  comprising  aliout  300  acres, 
where  he  now  resides.  In  town  affairs  Mr.  Wilson  lias  been  prominon^,  having  served 
as  selectman  and  lister,  being  in  the  latter  ollice  for  four  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  January  22.  18G8,  Curtis  H.  AVilson  married  Eliza  A., 
daughter  of  Newton  and  Sarah  Learned,  of  which  union  one  son  has  been  born. 
Ami  was, twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Betsey  Downs,  by  whom  he  had  two  chil- 
dren, Maria  Prindie  and  Betsey  Chase.  His  second  wife  v.-as  Lucy  Perkins,  and  theii- 
children  were  as  follows  :  Frederick  D.,  Lewis  N.,  Mary  M.,  Samuel  E.,  Curtis  H.,  and 
Perkins. 

Wilson,  Frederick  D..  who  was  born  February  18,  1831,  was  the  oldest  child  of  Ami 
and  Lucy  (Perkins)  Wilson.  He  was  obliged  to  assist  in  the  farm  work,  and  had  there- 
fore little  chance  to  attend  school,  yet  he  is  reckoned  one  of  the  well  informed  men  of 
the  to\Tn.  For  many  years  he  held  the  olilce  of  selectman.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
^[ethodist  Episcopal  church  of  Fairfax,  in  which  church  his  wife  is  an  active  Sunday- 
school  worker.  Frederick  I).  Wilson  and  Hannah  Giddings  were  married  in  December, 
1857.  They  luive  no  children.  Besides  his  home  furm  of  about  seventy  acres  ^Mr.  Wil- 
son owns -another  farm  of  about  125  acres  in  Westford. 

Wilson,  Samuel  E.,  whose  store  occupies  a  prominent  and  conspicuous  site 'in  Fairfax, 
is  a  native  of  the  town,  and  was  born  July  23.  1838,  the  son. of  Ami  and  Lucy  (Perkins) 
Wilson.  Ami  had  by  a  former  wife,  Betsey  (Downs)  Wilson,  two  children.  Samuel 
E.  was  educated  in, the  district  schools  of  the  town,  and  also  attended,  the  New  Hamp- 
ton Institute  during  a  ])oriion  of  two  years.  When  not  at  school  he  was  emploved 
about  his  father's  farm,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  commenced  work  at  the  La- 
moille mills,  where  he  was  employed  some  six  3'ears.  After  that  he  came  to  the  village 
and  worked  as  a  clerk  in  a  store  for  one  year,  and  then  started  in  business  v.'ith 
Charles  E.  Cady,  the  firm  of  Cady  Wilson  being  formed  in  18G7.  but  in  1872  Mr. 
Wilson  became  sole  proprietor.  He  came  to  his  present  location  in  187G.  Mr.  Wilson 
married,  in  18G7.  Samantha  Kellogg,  by  whom  he  had  one  child.  His  second  wife, 
whom  he  married  in  1877,  was  Caroline  T.  Merritt.  After  her  death,  in  18S0.  Mr.  Wil- 
son married  Amanda  E.  Ballard.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal church  and  treasurer  and  steward  of  the  society, 

Fairfield. 

Flanders,  W.  G.  E.,  ]\I.D..  "svas  born  January  6,  1855,  a  son  of  George  E.  Flanders, 
of  Concord.  N,  II..  and  of  a  family  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Charles  N,  Flandeis.  a  brother,  resides  at  Concord,  N.  H.  W.  G.  E.  Flanders  received 
his  primary  education  at  Concord,  N.  IL,  wliere  he  early  giive  promise  of  future  use- 
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fulness.  He  graduatetl  from  the  Peiiacook  Normal  Academy,  and  conmienced  his  med- 
ical studies  under  Dr.  A.  C.  Alexander,  of  Penacook,  N.  H.,  in  1871.  He  subsequently 
spent  nearly  three  years  with  Dr.  L.  W.  Baker,  of  Daldwinsville,  Mass.,  at  which  place 
he  had  consideral:)le  hospital  practice.  He  was  licensed  as  a  pharmacist  about  1S7S,  and 
also  received  three  special  diplomas  in  con.petitive  examinations  and  the  degree  of  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine  from  the  TJ.  Y.  M.  of  Burlington,  Yt.,  in  July,  18S8.  He  then  located 
at  Fairheld,  where  he  is  kno^s'n  as  a  skillful  physician,  and  where  he  has  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Flanders  Diarried,  October  20,  1886,  Mrs.  Nettie  0.  \Yyman, 
daughter  of  Isaac  V.  Gould,  of  Athol,  Mass.,  a  lady  of  refined  culture  and  literary 
tastes. 

Hurll)urt,  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Northrop,  was  born  in  Fairfield,  Yt.,  June  25,  1816.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Abraham  Northrop,  a  native  of  Fairfield,  Conn.,  whose  wife  was  Jane, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Bradley,  Avho  was  an  early  settler  of  Fairfield  at  a  tmie  when  the 
residents  of  the  town  were  obliged  to  go  to  Piattsl)urgh  to  mill.  Abraham  Northrop's 
fannly  consisted  of  twelve  chiklren,  six  of  whom  were  sons.  One  son  and  four  daughters 
now  reside  in  Franklin  county.  Two  sons  and  one  daughter  died  in  childhood.  Several 
resided  for  many  years  in  Franklin  county.  One  of  this  family,  Andrew  Bradley  North- 
rop, became  a  resident  of  Arcade,  Wyoming  county,  N.  Y,,  and  died  in  1881.  Jane 
Bradley  was  one  of  a  family  whose  mother  was  Ruth  (VYakeman)  Bradley. 

Isham,  Henry  S.,  was  born  at  wSt.  Albans,  Yt..  April  8,  1827,  and  died  at  East  Fair- 
field, October  2,  ISSO.  His  father,  Asahel  Isham,' was  a  .soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
William  Isham,  father  of  Asahel,  was  honored  l\y  a  badge  of  merit  given  by  Col.  ZebU" 
Ion  Butler  for  six  years'  faithful  service  in  the  Revolution.  His  discharge  from  the  serv- 
ice is  a  relic  nov-  in  the  possession  of  Henry  S.  Isham.  and  is  in  the  writing  of  George 
Washington.  It  bears  the  date  of  June  7,  1783.  and  upon  the  back  is  the  statement 
that  it  should  "  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a  furlough  until  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  peace."  Henry  S.  Isham  married  Eunice,  daughter  of  Willis  and  Amanda 
(Soule)  Northrop,  October  26,  18.")3.  Their  children  were:  Efiie  M.,  born  Octol)er  7, 
1855;  Henry  J.,  born  June  15,  1857;  Jennie  L.,  born  March  7,  1859,  married  Horace 
W.  Soule,  June  20.  1877.  and  died  August5,  1887,  leaving  one  chdd,  Annie  J.;  Clara  C; 
Gertie  J.,  born  October  10,  1863,  married  Arthur  Pomeroy  ;  and  Amanda  E.,  born  Au- 
gust 21,  1869,  married  Edward  B.  Chase,  December  18,  1SS8.  Henry  married  Ennna 
Prouty,  August  10,  1884,  and  has  one  son, Walter  J.,  born  February,  1888.  Henry  S. 
Isham  built  the  Isham  House  at  East  Fairfield  about  1870,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death.  His  kind  and  genial  disposition  so  endeared  him  to  his  family  and  friends  that 
they  truly  felt  that  "  a  place  was  made  vacant  in  our  home  which  never  can  be  filled." 
■-  Northrop.  Thomas,  was  one  of.  the  earliest  settlers  of  Fairfield.  He  had  eight  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  The  latter,  Harmon,  was  born  in  1796  and  died  in  1884.  His  wife 
•was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Wooster,  who  was  the  first  Congregational  minister  of 
Fairfield.  They  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Benjamin  W.  and  Julian,  of 
Fairfield;  Joseph,  of  St.  Albans:  and  Charlotte,  the  wife  of  W.  Deming,  of  Sheldon, 
Benjamin  W.  Northrop  married  Emeline  Smith,  February  15,  1841.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joab  Smith,  of  Fairfield,  the  so-called  fatlier  of  the  town."  and  was  born  Oc- 
tober 8,  1821,  and  died  April  4,  1884.  Tliey  had  four  children,  of  whom  one  was  killed 
by  hghtning  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Eunice  married  J.  M.  Carter,  and  died  at  Wau- 
kegan,  III.,  in  1886;  Ma£\',  wife  of  Archii)ald  McArthur,  resides  in  \Yaukegan,  III;  and 
J.  S.  lives  on  the  homestead  in  Fairfield.  The  latter  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  John  Hand,  of  Fairfield.  Ha/.el  Emeline,  daughter  of  J.  S'.  and  Mary  Northrop, 
was  born  April  8,  1SS9. 

Paradee,  Joseph,  born  in  Canada  in  1812,  died  at  Fairfield,  Yt.,  February  21,  1885. 
His  Avife,  Angeline  (La  Grave)  Paradee.  was  also  born  in  Canada,  and  died  August  12, 
1876.  Mrs.  Paradee  is  remembered  as  a  loving  mother,  a  devoted  wife,  and  a  helpful 
friend.  Six  children  were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Alson.  born  in  October,  1830,  resides  in 
the  West;  Hiram,  born  in  April,  1842,  died  May  27,  1863,  in  a  hospital  at  Alexandria, 


I 


754 


History  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  Counties. 


Ya.,  while  in  the  service  of  his  country  ;  Mary,  born  July  17,  1844,  married  Theodore 
Peters,  November  17,  ISGG,  who  died  September  23,  1885;  Bonaparte,  born  in  1846, 
died  at  the  ajre  of  twelve  years;  Sarah  Jane,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Bradley,  born 
August  31,  1854-,  is  a  resident  of  Fairfield. 

Prouty,  C.  C,  son  of  S  D.  Prouty,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who  settled  m  High- 
gate,  Yt.,  was  born  September  20,  1838.  His  wife  w^as  Sarah  A.  Chase,  whom  he 
married  September  4,  1858.  Their  children  were:  AVillie  C,  born  January  2,  18G6; 
Frank  I).,  born  July  25,  1801;-  Anson  N.,  born  November  lU,  1805;  Emma  S.,  born 
April  1,  1867;  and  Herbert  C,  born  April  4,  1875.  Frank  and  Anson  died  in  child- 
hood. Emma  married  Henry  J.  Isham  on  August  6,  1884,  and  they  liave  one  child. 
Willie  0.  married  Hattie  Hull  on  January  1,  1884,  and  they  also  have  one  child.  Mr. 
Prouty  has  been  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  town  for  ten  years,  and  was  elected  repre- 
sentative fi-om  Fairfield  in  1890. 

Rodee,  Charles  M.,  of  East  Fairfield,  Yt.,  was  born  at  West  Chazy ,  N.  Y.,  August  23, 
1856,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Fairfield  for  ten  years.  He  is  a  miller  by  occujiation. 
His  father,  grandfather,  and  great-grandfather  were  also  millers.  In  another  branch  of 
the  family  there  was  another  instance  of  thei-e  being  four  generations  in  the  same  occu- 
pation. Charles  M.  Rodee  married  Maggie  Miller,  March  25.  1885.  She  was  a  resident 
of  l^eekmantown,  N.  Y.,  and  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Margaret  (Mason)  Miller. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rodee  have  a  daughter  who  was  born  June  15,  1886.  D.  L.  Rodee, 
father  of  Charles  M.,  Avas  born  June  30,  1828,  at  Peru,  Clinton  county,  N.  Y.,  and  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  N.,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Sophia  (Parsons)  \Yoodworth,  of  TJeekman- 
town,  N.  Y.  Charles  ]\r.  is  their  only  son.  The  parents  of  D.  L.  were  Peter  and  Sarah 
(Lobdell)  Rodee.  Tiie  former  was  a  native  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y.,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh.  His  M'ife  was  the 
daughter  of  Jaresand  Betsey  Lobdell,  of  Danb}^  Rutland  county,  Yt.  The  ancestiy  of 
the  Rodee  family  is  traced  back  through  Daniel  Rodee,  grandfather  of  D.  L.,  to  the 
earliest  Dutch  settlement  of  New  York. 

Soule,  A.  G.,  born  August  12,  1811,  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Whitney) 
Soule.  He  first  married  Elizabeth  Pierce  Putnam,  of  Boston,  who  died  in  June,  18()3. 
He  married,  second,  Adali/.a  Sherman,  September  13,  18(i5,  by  whom  he  had  four 
children:  Albertine  Gertrude,  born  April  30,  1869;  Augusta  Eugenie,  born  Julv  10, 
1872;  Albert  Gallatin,  born  December  24,  1875,  died  March  17,  187<i;  and  Elizabeth 
Putnam,  born  November  G,  1877.  ^fr.  Soule  was  a  thorough  business  man  and  a  liberal 
supporter  of  the  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member  for  many  years.  He 
held  all  the  important  ollices  of  the  town,  some  of  them  for  many  years,  performing  all 
the  duties  incident-  thereto  with  a  discretion  e(iualled  by  few.  He  represented  his 
*  town  in  the  Assembly,  was  a  senator  from  Franklin  count}^,  and  was  recognized  as  a 
wise  and  prudent  legislator.  He  followed  mercantile  ])ursuits  in  St.  Albans  and  Fair- 
field, and  had  large  farming  interests  which  demanded  his  supervision  and  care.  He 
carried  his  keen  perception  of  duty  and  right  into  all  the  relations  of  life.  He  was  a 
wise  counsellor  and  conscientious  advisor,  and  lives  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew 
him.    He  died  March  17,  1883. 

Soule,  H.  Allen,  who  was  born  May  4.  1834,  is  a  son  of  Hiram  Allen  Soide.  He  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  Avas  educated  in  the  schools  of  Franklin  county.  He  married 
Mahala  T.,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Esther  (Lobdell)  Buck,  October  19,  1857.  Andrew 
Back,  born  Se[)tember  20.  1797,  is  still  hale  and  hearty  in  his  nmcty-fourth  year.  His 
portrait  in  a  group  of  three  others,  showing  four  generations,  is  in  the  possession  of  iSIr, 
Soule.  The  latter  s  children  are:  Mira  E.,  born  September  30,  1858;  Marion  E.,  born 
July  23,  18G0;  Esther  L.,  born  December  22,  1804;  Arthur  B.,  born  August  21,  1867; 
Andrew  W.,  born  August  22,  1870;  Carlton  A.,  born  August  3,  1870;  and  Nathan 
L.  B.,  born  August  6,  1878.  Marion  E,  married  Charles  S.  Campbell,  of  St.  Albans,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Harold  Andrew,  born  November  26.  1808.  Esther  L.  is  the  wife  of 
Buell  C.  Campbell,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  of  South  Newmarket,  N.  H.    A  specialty 
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of  Mr.  Soule's  is  the  raising  of  thorouolibred  (registered)  Aj'rshire  cattle,  in  whicli  bus- 
iness he  has  been  ver}'  successfu].  He  has  been  Hstei-  and  selectman  of  his  town,  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  fifteen  years.  Politically  he  is  a  Rei>ul«lican.  He  has 
made  transcontinental  trips  for  the  settlement  of  estates  and  other  business  entrusted 
to  his  charge. 

Soule,  Timothy,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  the  town  of  Fairfield.  His  father, 
Joseph  Soule,  came  here  from  Dover,  Conn.,  about  1790,  where  he  educated  and  trained 
a  large  family  ro  habits  of  industry  and  usefulness.  Timothy  came  to  Fairfield  when 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  settled  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  where  he 
acquired  a  handsome  property.  His  life  embraced  the  stirring  events  of  the  Revohuion 
and  the  general  features  of  history  of  our  government  and  nation.  He  died  in  Fairfield, 
December  27,  18G0,  aged  ninety-two  years  and  ten  months.  His  wife  was  Betsey 
Elliott,  of  Connecticut,  who  died  about  1843,  and  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  James  Monroe  Soule,  son  of  Timothy,  was  boiii  June  10,  1817.  and  died 
February  15,  1880.  He  njarried  Mariette  E.  Payne  on  May  29,  18.")."],  a  daughter  of 
Aaron  H.  and  Polly  Ann  (Sherman)  Payne.  Mr.  Payne  was  born  in  Connecticut,  June 
11, 1779,  and  died  in  CamlDridge,  Vt.,  April  11,  1887.  His  wife  survived  him  for  about 
three  years.  The  life  of  Mr.  l^'ayne  was  marked  by  integrity  of  pm  pose,  and  of  him  it 
is  said  *'  during  all  his  years  his  character  was  without  reproach."  James  Monroe  Soule 
was  a  man  of  ability  and  sterling  integrity.  He  declined  many  solicitations  to  accej)t 
oflices  of  trust  and  honoi-,  but  was  a  town  representative  in  1860-70.  He  was  the 
father  of  three  cliildren,  one  of  whom,  Helen  Josciihiiic,  died  in  childhood  October  4, 
1859.  Ashton  P.  Soule,  a  son,  succeeds  to  the  parental  lionie,  and  with  his  mother 
occupies  the  house— now  repaired— built  by  his  grandfather.  He  was  born  in  Fail  field, 
October  19,  1862,  and  married  Ola  J.  Cleveland  in  Februar3\  1888.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Elisha  P.  and  Lydia  Cleveland,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Soule  is  the  successful  manager  of  a 
large  farm,  and  is  well  informed  on  all  the  current  topics  of  the  day.  Mai-ion  Soule 
was  born  September  2.3,  1SG8,  and  resides  at  the  family  liome. 

Soule,  W.  S.,  oldest  sou  of  Joseph  A.  Soule,  who  is  a  native  of  Fairfield,  Vt.,  was 
born  in  the  same  town  May  26,  1850.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Franklin 
county,  at  Jiarre,  Vt..  and  in  a  business  college  at  Troy  X,  Y.  He  has  been  in  business 
for  the  past  fifteen  year.^  and  for  twelve  years  has  been  located  at  East  Fairfield,  where 
he  has  a  gener:d  store.  Mr.  Soule  married  Anna  S.,  daughter  of  .  S.  I\ead,  of  East 
Fairfield,  and  they  have  one  child,  Hubert,  aged  three.  lie  has  two  sons,  Reuben  and 
Read,  aged  respectively  nine  and  .seven,  by  a  former  maniage. 

St.  Germain,  ^larshall,  born  of  French  parentage  in  Canada,  November  20,  1836,  came 
to  Fairfield.  Vt.,  in  boyhi'^od.  He  eidisted.  Septembei-  20,  1861,  in  Company  P,  First 
Vermont  Cavalry,  Capt.  George  G.  Conger,  was  under  General  Hatch  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  served  under  (lenerals  Custer  and  Kil}>atrick  with  Sheridan.  He  par- 
ticipated in  many  battles,  among  which  were  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  a  cavalry 
fight  at  Jirandy  Station,  Xa.,  October  11,  1863,  and  at  Gettysburg,  Avhere  he  distin- 
guished himself  for  his  bravery.  ■  He  also  at  another  time  saved  his  captain's  life  and 
his  company  from  capture  by  his  brave  action.  He  went  through  the  battles  of  the 
Wilderness  in  1864  (May),  the  first  engagement  being  at  Mine  Run.  He  was  taken 
prisoner  in  March,  1863,  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison.  Mr.  St.  Germain  was  again 
taken  prisoner  in  May,  1864,  was  in  the  hospital  at  Richmond,  was  afterwards  taken  to 
Andersonville,  thence  to  Camp  Florence,  S.  C.,  and  was  paroled  in  the  following  autumn. 
He  was  at  Savannah  and  afterwards  at  Annapolis  while  under  parole.  His  discharge 
from  the  service  was  dated  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  February  6,  1865.  He  married  Philena 
M.,  daughter  of  Aleek  and  Mary  J^ashaw,  February  18,  1868,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  them:  Henry  H.,  born  December  4.  1869;  }*Iarshall,  born  August  25,1870; 
Amelia  M.,  born  May  11,  1876;  and  Laura  Emma,  born  March  12,  1878. 
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Franklin. 

Bell,  Jnsoii,  from  Connecticut,  settled  in  Chittenden  county,  and  had  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  Norman  settled  in  Malone,  N.  Y.,  in  IS'JO,  and  reared  six  children,  one 
of  whom,  Edwin  R.,  l)0rn  in  182G,  came  to  Sheldon  in  IS-LG,  and  was  in  mercantile  luisi- 
ness  there  until  1855,  when  he  removed  to  Franklin  and  continued  in  that  trade  until 
1800.  In  1861  he  was  appointed  deputy  collector  and  inspector  of  customs,  which 
office  he  held  until  1885.  Since  then  ^Ir.  Boll  has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  town 
agevit,  and  state  senator  in  I8s8.  lie  mariied  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Hawley  and  has  one 
son,  G-eorge  E.,  who  married  ^liss  Emma  Cliadwick. 

Clevelan<l,  vSolomon  P.,  came  from  Georgia  to  Franklin  al.>out  1838.  lie  had  ten 
children.  Two  of  his  sons  were  Elisha  H.  and  Dwight  S.  The  former  was  born  in  18-!2  in 
G-eorgia,  Yt.,  and  was  edu(3ated  at  the  local  schools  of  Franklin.  lie  has  been  justice  of 
the  peace  for  t\\'enty-five  years,  was  for  two  years  county  judge,  and  served  as  selectman 
besides  having  held  various  other  town  otVices.  In  1840  he  n]arried  Lydia  AI,  Cheney, 
■who  died  in  1888.  Their  only  daughter,  }?ertha  A.,  married  H.  C.  Pomeroy.  Judge 
Cleveland  i."?  a  successful  farnier  and  a  representative  citizen.  lie  is  well  read  and 
ever  ready  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  community. 

Felton,  William,  born  in  1779,  came  from  Yernon,  Vt.,  to  Franklin  in  1803,  where 
he  died  in  1852.  He  was  a  soldier  of  the  \Yar  of  1812,  was  representative  in  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  seven  times  from  1818  to  1831,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Conventions  of  1822  and  1828.  He  married  Cai-oline  Connable,- and  they  had  seven 
cliildren,  of  whom  Charles,  born  in  1811,  married  C)na  Tracey,  of  Sheldon.  Charles  Fel- 
ton was  representative  in  1855.  and  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1811), 
185G,  and  1870.  He  has  all  his  life  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  teniperanee,  having  been 
temperance  editor  of  the  St.  Albans  Afessenf/er  for  thirteen  years,  and  also  of  the  \'er- 
mont  Ct'/ituri/.  In  ea-rly  life  he  was  prominent  in  the  cause  of  anti-slavery.  He  has 
five  sons :  AYalter  and  Herbert  in  }*Iexico,  Emerson  and  Cliarles  in  Chicago,  and  Ly- 
man M.,  an  active  businessman  in  Franklin  and  llighgate. 

Gates  Family,  The. — Simon.  Stephen,  and  Jacob  Gates  in  1038  came  to  America  from 
England.  Simon  had  three  sons,  of  whom  Simon,  jr.,  settled  in  Maiiboro,  Mass.,  and 
had  six  sons.  One,  Solomon,  born  in  1721,  lived  in  \Yorcestei'.  Mass..  and  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Paul  married  Zerviah  Spooner,  November  20,  1792,  and  had  five  sons: 
Samuel,  Paul.  Philip,  Horace,  and  Clark.  They  were  the  first  coui)le  married  in  Frank- 
lin. Paul,  jr.,  marrieii  Eunice  Temple,  and  they  had  four  children:  Spooner,  Harrison, 
Afartha,  and  Elizabeth,  of  whom  only  Harrison  is  living.  Harrison  married  Kebecca 
Shedd,  and  their  son,  Charles  \Y.,  married  Mary  E.  Hayden  and  is  now  a  merchant  in 
Franklin  village.  The  only  descendant  of  Clark  Gates,  who  married  Mrs.  Fanny  M. 
..Cheney,  is  D.  J.  Gate*?,  who  married  Mary  A.  Spaulding,  by  whom  he  liad  three  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Mr.  Gates  is  a  successful  fai'raer.  and  is  one  of  the  selectmen  of 
Franklin.  Samuel  Gates  had  three  children  :  So})hia,  Alinerva,  and  Cadmus,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  Horace  Gates's  children  were  Horatio  (deceased)  and  Zervia.  Philip  had 
born  to  him  five  children,  viz.:  Julia,  Hodney,  Sidney,  Helen,  and  Joan,  of  whom  only 
Ptodney  and  Helen  survive. 

Green,  Alonzo,  son  of  George  Green,  a  merchant  of  S wanton,  Yt.,  was  born  in  that 
town  in  1815,  and  came  to  Franklin  about  1845  and  engaged  in  trade.  He  was  a  lead- 
ing man  in  church  and' town  nfiairs,  and  held  many  positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He 
was  senator  in  1859  and  in  18G0,  and  was  town  clerk  for  al>out  twenty-five  years.  He 
married,  first,  Debbie  Marvin,  avIio  bore  him  no  children.  He  married,  second,  Lucinda 
•Spaulding,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children:  George  S.,  a  physician  at  Enosburgh ; 
William  A.,  who  died  in  the  civil  war;  Sarah  L.,  who  married  Judson  Cheney  ;  Charles 
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F,,  who  resides  in  Washington  ;  Mary  (deceased) ;  Winnie,  who  married  Henry  Ewing  ; 
and  Debbie  ^I.,  who  married  J.  E.  Tool*.  Mr.  Toof  was  engaged  in  trade  in  Franklin 
for  several  years,  and  although  a  resident  of  Canada  lie  is  interested  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Franklin  county. 

Powers,  Edgar  J.,  M.I).,  was  educated  at  the  common  schools  of  Franklin  and  grad- 
uated from  Castleton  Medical  College  in  18G0.  He  immediately  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Franklin,  where  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  He 
has  been  an  allopathic. physician  of  prominence.  His  practice  formerly  extended  tlirough 
fourteen  towns  in  Franklin  county  and  four  in  Canada,  but  owing  to  ill  health  lie  has 
been  obliged  to  curtail  it  to  his  immediate  vicinity.  Pie  married  Rosemond  Poineroy, 
and  their  children  are  Elwyn,  Dennis  0.,  ilorton  H..  ]\Iary  M.,  Martha  P.,  Tliomas  E., 
Rossie  M.,  and  Smiley  8.  Dennis  0.  Powers,  who  was  born  m  ISoT,  graduated  at  Bur- 
lington and  practiced  medicine  for  two  years  in  Highgate,  and  is  now  a  physician  in 
Franklin.  Morton  H.,  born  in  1S59.  gratluated  at  Burlington,  practiced  four  years  in 
Berkshire,  and  is  now  a  leading  practitioner  in  Fairfax. 

Powers,  John,  came  to  Northampton  previous  to  the  French  and  Indian  war,  in  which 
he  served.  His  son  Joel,  born  in  1-7C3,  lived  in  Massachusetts  and  moved  to  Franklin 
in  1806,  locating  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  Edward  Poweis,  being  one  of  the  first 
in  that  part  of  the  town.  He  married  Mary  Galiisha,  and  they  had  nine  children.  Sam- 
son S.,  William,  and  Levi  settled  va  Franklin.  The  former  was  born  in  ITOI,  and  mar- 
ried Margaret  Elerick,  by  whom  lie  had  three  children:  Edward,  born  in  182G;  Julgar, 
born  in  LS28 ;  and  Edoline.  Edward  Powers  married  Elnora  Fuller  and  has  two  chil- 
dren. Alma  \V.  and  Warren.  ^Ir.  l^)\vers  lias  taken  great  interest  in  the  Indian  history 
of  his  locality,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  collections  of  Indian  relics  to  be  found  in  New 
England.  He  has  one  of  the  first  mill-stones  that  ever  turned  m  Franklin.  It  is  of  red 
granite,  and  was  cut  from  a  rock  in  that  town  on  the  old  Ilubl^ard  corner,  by  Edwin 
Prouty's  grandfather,  taking  three  months  to  finish  it.  The  stone  was  run  by  Joel 
Powers. 

Truax,  Elias,  son  of  Jacob  Trnax,  was  born  in  1727,  and  came  from  Albany, 
N.  v.,  in  lido,  and  settled  in  Canada  near  the  Franklin  line.  He  married  Elizabeth  La- 
grange, and  they  had  seven  children,  of  \\'hom  one  son,  Elias.  born  July  4,  1772,  mar- 
ried Anna  Wightmaii  and  died  in  liis  103d  year.  He  had  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Elias,  born  in  1802,  married,  first,  Lucinda  Holden,  and  second,  Melissa,  daughter  of  Dr. 
P'omeroy.  His  third  wife  was  Eleanor  Hibbard,  and  his  children  were  Thomas,  who 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Seventh  lieginient  A'erraont  A'olunteei s,  and  died  near  New  Or- 
leans, July  3,  18G2  ;  Sewall,  vyho  wns  major  of  the  First  Oregon  Cavalrv  ;  Lester,  of  the 
state  of  Washington;  Charles  E.,  sergeant  First  Oregon  Cavalry  ;  and  Stephen  Pom- 
ery.  a  farmer  in  the  north  part  of  Franklin,  who  married  Anna  M.  Shej)ard,  and  has  four 
sons:  Herbert,  Charles,  Frank,  and  Elburn. 

Welch,  liodman  E.,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  Yt.,  in  1845,  was  educated  at  the  Literary 
Institute  of  Fairfax,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Bellevue  ^fedical  College  in  ^[arch, 
1872.  He  settled  in  Franklin  the  same  year,  where  he  has  since  continued  in  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  }>rofession.  Dr.  Welch  is  an  allopathic  physician,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
State  and  County  Medical  Societies.  He  was  president  of  the  County  Medical  Society 
for  two  years,  and  at  the  present  time  is  health  otllcer  of  the  town  of  Franklin.  He 
served  eighteen  months  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  Fifth  Vermont  Volunteers,  Avas  com- 
mander of  Marsh  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  for  three  years,  in  1890,  he  was  appointed  United 
States  pension  examiner.  He  married  Emily  P.  Morrow,  of  Enosburgh,  and  they  have 
three  daughters. 
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Georgia. 

Ballard  Famil\',  The. — The  surname  Ballard  stands  not  only  for  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Georgia,  but  for  a  family  that  has  heen  as  prominently  connected  with  the 
social  and  political  history  of  the  town  as  any  within  its  limits,  and  for  a  family,  too, 
that  has  contributed  as  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town  as  an}'  other  that  can  be 
named.  Josiah  Ballard,  tiie  pioneer,  was  born  February  7,  17(>0,  and  died  April  11,  ISoG. 
Polly  Loomis  Ballard. whom  Joseph  married  on  Noveml>er  14,  1703.  was  born  ^lay  5.  1 775. 
Their  children  wei  e  a>; follows :  Laura,  born  November  11,  1704,  niai-i  ied  Truman  Chase, 
of  Westford,  and  had  a  family  of  five  children;  Orrin,  born  ^lay  2G,  1797  ;  Joseph,  jr., 
born  July  10,  1709,  became  a  Baptist  minister,  and  died  in  Norwalk.  Conn.;  Hiram,  born 
Auo-ust  25,  ISOl ;  E,  Miranda,  born  October  28.  1808,  married  Chloe  I*.  Jocelyn,  Sep- 
teniber  20,  183G ;  Royal  T.,  born  October  21,  ISIO;  Polly,  born  May  17,  1813;  and 
Loomis,  born  March  1,  181G. 

Ballard,  Llarrison  IT.,  is  descended  from  pioneer  stock  in  Georgia.  He  was  the  fifth 
of  seven  children  of  Uiram  and  Olive  F].  (Walker)  Ballard,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 
commenced  farm  work,  heljiing  his  father,  wlio  was  in  feeble  health.  Eventually  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  his  father's  farm  by  paying  to  his  brothers  and  sisters  the  value  of 
'their  shares  in  the  pro])erty.  The  place  contains  225  acres,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the 
best  and  most  jiroductive  farms  in  Georgia.  Besides  being  a  farmer  Mr.  Ballard  has 
raised  some  of  the  liest  horses  in  the  county.  On  December  17,  1874,  he  n)arried  Tina, 
daugliter  of  Frederick  AndrcNN  S,  of  Ypsilanti,  Mich.  By  this  marriage  three  children 
have  been  born.  Mr.  l^allaid  is  interested  in  Georgia  politics,  not,  liowever,  as  an  ofilce 
seeker,  but  as  one  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  town's  welfare.  He  is  always  at  the  polls 
at  election  time,  for  he  knows  that  in  Georgia  there  are  some  interesting  and  exciting 
contests,  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  Mr.  Ballard  holds  entirely  aloof  from  pai  ticipating 
in  them. 

Ballard,  Joseph,  the  well  known  and  successful  farmer  of  Georgia,  was  born  on  the 
farm  he  owns,  and  on  which  he  now  resides,  on  the  Srh  of  July,  1838.  He  is  descended 
from  one  of  the  old  families  of  the  town,  and  of  a  family  each  generation  of  whicli  has 
produced  strong  men  mentall}'  and  physically.  His  pai'ents  were  Orris  and  Chloe 
Priscilla  Ballard,  and  of  their  family  of  seven  children  he  was  the  second.  He  has  al- 
ways lived  on  the  h^me  farm,  which  descended  to  him  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  but 
lie  had  to  pay  the  other  heirs  the  value  of  their  shares  of  the  property.  The  father  died 
jn  May,  1883.  In  1SG4  Jesej)h  Ballard  married  Marietie  Augusta,  daughtei,  of  Chellis 
Kingsle}',  of  Georg'ia,  of  which  marriage  four  children  have  been  born.  Mr,  Ballard 
has  been  an  actice  man  in  the  political  affairs  of  Georgia  and  has  held  a  number  of  town 
•offices.  For  three  years  prior  to  1800  he  was  selectman,  and  has  served  as  lister  for  a 
number  of  terms.    He  is  a  strong  Bej)ublican  and  a  leader  in  his  community. 

Bli.ss,  Orville  S..  born  in  Georgia  on  the  27th  of  June,  182G,  is  the  son  of  Abner  and 
Eloise  (Nichols)  Bliss,  and  of  their  children  the  eldest.  These  children  were  Orville  S.; 
Harriet,  wife  of  Jared  Dee;  Edward  C.,who  died  in  Mexico  in  18G0;  Edgar  E.,  who 
died  in  1858;  Frederick  F.,  now  of  Westford  ;  and  George  A.,  who  was  killed  in  the 
army  June  1,  18G3.  Orville  S.  Bliss  married,  November  30,  1853,  Eunice  IL,  daughter 
of  Hiram  Soule,  of  Fairfield,  of  wliich  marriage  three  children  liave  been  born,  as  fol- 
lows: Abner,  a  merchant  of  Georgia;  Clara,  now  princi])al  of  the  Elm  street  primary 
school  of  St.  Albans;  and  Nelle,  of  Georgia.  In  18G2  Mr.  Bliss  moved  to  Fairfield, 
but  his  residence  in  that  town  continued  only  about  five  years,  when  he  returned  to 
Georgia.  He  has  been  a  somewhat  prominent  figure  in  the  political  afiairs  of  Georgia, 
but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  His  ideas  on  political  questions  are  decidedly  radi- 
-cal,  for  he  despises  knavery  and  sham  and  all  things  pertaining  to  machine  methods. 
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His  attitude  has  frequently  brought  upon  him  the  anathemas  of  his  opiionents,  but  his 
course  has  always  been  characterized  by  fairness  and  candor.  His  hfe  has  been  devoted 
to  promoting  the  interests  of  tlie  county  and  its  citizens. 

Cakhvell,  William  A.,  was  born  in  Georgia  on  April  23,  1823.  Charles  Caldwell,  his 
grandfather,  came  from  Guilford,  Conn.,  prior  to  1800,  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Georgia.  His  children  were  Samuel,  Ira,  George,  William,  Charles,  jr.,  Allen  A., 
Rachel,  Abigail,  Harriet,  Mary  Ann,  Catherine,  and  Susan,  the  last  named  of  whom  is 
the  only  one  now  living.  Ira,  the  second  child,  was  born  in  April,  ISoO,  and  married 
;^^ary  Blake.  They  had  a  family  of  rive  chiUlren,  as  follows:  Mariette,  ^^'illia^l  A..  Ira 
S.,  George,  and  Homer  A.  Of  these  only  William  and  Homer  are  now  living.  When 
William  A.  Caldwell  was  ten  years  old  his  father  died,  and  the  care  of  tb.e  family  fell 
upon  the  mother,  but  as  the  father  left  a  comfortable  property  the  family  necessities 
were  easily  supplied.  In  ISoG,  on  February  27th,  William  A.  married  Adelia  !M.  Ual- 
lard,  of  Georgia.  Mr.  Caldwell  is  reckoned  among  the  leading  men  of  his  town,  an<l 
occupying  thatposition  he  has  been  frequently  honored  with  town  oflice.  He  was  one 
of  the  selectmen  from  1809  to  1874;  in  1872  he  was  elected  representative;  and  in  1873 
he  was  chosen  town  constal)le  and  collector,  and  has  since  held  these  otlices.  Besides 
this  he  is  well  known  as  a  successful  business  man.  He  OAvns  the  old  pro])erty  at  the 
Center,  and  is  otherwise  interested  in  Georgia's  V>est  institutions. 

Conger,  George  Parker,  a  native  of  St.  Albans,  was  born  November  2-J,  1816,  the 
son  of  Reuben  and  Sarah  (Neil)  Conger,  and  of  their  nine  children  the  third.  The  early 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  vaiious  occui)ations,  he  having  worked  as  wheelwright, 
speculated,  and  been  in  the  railroad  business  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  18G1.  In 
that  year,  in  September,  lie  raised  Company  B,  First  Vermont  Cavahy,  and  was  elected 
and  commissioned  its  captain.  After  serving  about  a  year  Captain  Conger  resigned  and 
returned  home,  eventiudly  buying  a  farm  in  the  north  part  of  (^eorgia.  where  he  lived 
until  he  moved  to  his  present  home  at  the  Center.  Captain  Conger  has  been  three 
times  married,  first  to  Dolly  Basford.  by  wliom  he  had  one  child,  Stephen.  His  second 
wife  was  Fanny  (Hyde)  Dearborn,  a  widow  by  whom  he  Ijad  no  children.  The  third 
wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  June,  1S81,  was  Catherine  A.  Bliss,  widow  of  Abel 
Bliss,  but  whovse  maiden  name  was  Catherine  A.  Dunham. 

Curtis,  James  K.,  son  of  Elijah  Curtis  and  grandson  of  John  Curtis,  was  born  in  Bur- 
lington on  the  20th  of  February.  1845.  His  father,  Elijah,  was  born  in  Stanstead,  Can- 
ada, and  came  with  his  father.  Jol:n,  and  family  to  St.  Albans  al)Out  1832.  F^lijah  learned 
the  trade  of  wheelwright  in  Burlington,  but  in  1851  he  came  to  Georgia  and  became  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  niarried  Caroline  Reals,  of  St.  Albans,  and  had  four  children  :  Jose})!), 
who  died  in  infancy;  Jam^s  K. ;  Sarah  C,  who  manied  John  R.  Holyoke;  and  Ather- 
ton  T.,  who  also  died  in  infancy.  James  K.  Curtis  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  is  now 
known  as  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising  faimers  of  Georgia.  His  farm 
consists  of  340  acres,  ihan  which  there  is  none  better  in  the  A\  liole  town.  He  has  l»een 
prominent  in  town  atiairs.  Viemg  a  leading  and  representative  Republican.  In  1878  and 
1879  he  was  lister;  in  ISSO  he  represented  the  town;  he  served  as  selectman  in  1S81 ; 
and  in  1890  was  chosen  lister  for  another  term.  In  January,  1872,  Mr.  Curtis  married 
Martha  E.  Allen,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  :  Atherton  T.,  Helen  L.,  Edward  A., 
and  Harry  B. 

Dee  Family,  The. — Elijah  Dee  came  to  Georgia  from  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1791, 
bringing  his  wife  and  children  and  personal  eifects  on  an  ox-sled  in  the  dead  of  winter. 
These  children  were  John,  Avho  died  in  Illinois;  Marian,  who  married  Abner  Bliss; 
Elijah,  who  married  Clara  Loomis,  and  after  her  decease  married  Polly  Post;  Jared, 
who  married  Harriet  Bliss;  Hiram  P.;  Ella  and  Clara  (twins);  and  George  B..  AVid- 
iam,  Washington,  Hannah,  Jeremiah,  Parmelia,  Mercy,  and  Polly.  Some  of  these 
children  were  born  in  Georgia.  The  children  of  Elijah  and  Clara  f  Loomis)  Dee  were 
Diana  and  Augusta,  both  of  whom  are  now  dead.  Those  by  the  second  marriage  were 
Clarissa,  Polly,  Harrison,  Gustavus,  Elijah,  Jared,  William,  Henry,  Azuba,  Clarissa,  2d, 
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and  Jolm.  Jaic-d  Dee,  whose  home  is  commonly  called  -  'the  checkered  house"  on  ac- 
count of  its  peculiar  construction,  is  one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  Georf^^ia.  On 
January  31,  1S5G,  he  married  Harriet  Bliss  and  has  four  children,  as  follows:  Hiram  P., 
a  lawyer  of  St.  Albans;  Ellen  and  Clara  (twins) ;  and  George  B. 

Hotchkiss,  Cephas  Appolos.  born  in  Georgia,  June  27,  183I-,  is  a  son  of  Cyrus  and 
Mary  (Towne)  Hotclikiss  and  the  grandson  of  James  Hotchkiss,  a  pioneer  of  the  town. 
The  latter. has  a  family  of  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  but  Cephas  was  the  only  child 
of  Cyrus  and  ^lary.  Cyrus  Hotchkiss  was  a  merchant  of  the  town  doing  business  at 
Georgia  Plains,  and  in  the  store  Cephas  A.  was  educated  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Bat 
his  father  was  also  prosperous  as  a  farmer,  and  the  son,  following  in  the  paternal  foot- 
steps, became  himself  a  successful  agriculturist.  Cyrus  died  in  1S75  and  Cephas  inher- 
ited his  goodly  fortune.  In  local  politics  he  has  lieen  quite  prominent.  His  first  polit- 
ical trust  in  LS58  and  1850  was  as  lister,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  he  has  held 
some  town  ollice.  In  1870  and  again  in  1870  he  was  elected  representative.  In  1890  he 
was  first  selectnum.  That  M)-.  Hotchkiss  is  an  extensive  farmer  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  his  lands  embrace  some  575  acres.  He  has  been  thrice  married.  His  first  wife, 
whom  he  married  August  10,  1859,  was  Cordelia  M.  Ladd,  Ijy  whom  he  had  six  children. 
She  died  January  23,  187G,  and  April  22,  1877,  he  married  Mariam  J.  T>liss,  who  died 
nine  n)onths  later.  His  third  wife  was  Hattie  M.  (Hotchkiss)  Learned,  to  whom  he 
was  m.arried  October  12,  1887. 

Hubbard,  Orrin  C,  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising  husbandmen  of  Georgia,  whose 
excellent  farm  is  situated  on  the  road  leading  from  Georgia  Center  to  the  county  seat. 
He  is  not  a  native  of  the  town,  but  was  born  in  Swanton,  April  In,  1810.  His  parents 
were  Curtis  B.  and  Sarah  Ilu1)bard,  and  of  their  three  children  he  was  the  second. 
Orrin  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  in- 
fantry service,  but  on  account  of  his  grandfather's  sickness  he  was  called  to  the  care  of 
his  grandmother  and  their  property.  To  release  himself  from  his  enlistment  he  was 
obliged  to  procure  a  substitute  at  a  sum  of  §300.  In  18G3  Mr.  Hubbard  became  a  per- 
manent resident  of  Georgia  and  lias  since  lived  there.  In  1870.  on  the  IGth  of  March, 
he  was  married  to  Pollie  A.  Howard  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Sarah  J.  About 
1S75  he  purchased  the  Kimball  farm,  that  on  which  he  now  lives,  of  about  175  acres, 
and  his  efibrts  and  industry  have  made  it  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town. 

Hurlbut,  Adam  W.,  born  in  Georgia,  August  23,  1841,  is  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Abi- 
gail (Austin)  Hurlbut,  the  cliildren  of  whom  were  Jane,  Edson,  ]']t)enezer,  Byron  J., 
Adam  W.,  Hannah  E.,  Walter,  and  Amanda.  John  J.  Hurlluit  was  born  in  1803  and 
died  about  1873.  His  wife  prior  to  this  marringe  was  a  widow  and  had  one  child, 
J)iana,  who  died  in  Michigan.  Adam  \V.  Hurlbut  was  educated  at  the  common  schools 
and  attended  one  term,  at  the  Johnson  Academy.  When  about  twenty  years  of  age  for 
the  benefit  of  his  heath  he  went  to  Massachusetts,  and  then  to  sea,  where  he  engaged  in 
mackerel  fishing,  but  afterwards  returned  to  Georgia.  In  1870  he  married  Betsey, 
daughter  of  Adam  V.  Wightman,  of  Georgia,  by  Avhoin  he  had  five  children,  three  of 
whom,  John  W.,  Albert  E.,  and  Jennie,  are  living.  Prior  to  his  marriage  ]\Ir.  Hurlbut 
was  engaged  in  farming,  the  duties  of  housekeeper  Ijeing  performed  by  liis  sister.  He 
hired  the  old  home  farm  of  his  father  for  some  years,  but  subsequently  purchased  and 
still  owns  it. 

Hurlljut,  Edson  E.,  vras  born  in  Georgia,  December  15,  1834,  the  son  of  John  J.  and 
Abigail  (Austin)  Hurlbut.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  town  and 
attended  the  Bakersfield  Academy  for  two  terms,  but  as  he  was  the  eldest  son  his  help 
was  required  on  the  farm.  The  young  man  had  a  strong  inclination  for  the  Western 
country,  but  he  was  persuaded  to  remain  in  Georgia.  In  1804  he  purchased  the  Samuel 
Barber  farm,  containing  150  acres,  on  which  he  paid  down  $700.  but  the  balance  of  tlie 
purchase  price,  $4,300,  he  paid  during  the  next  eight  years.  (Here  is  a  lesson  for  some 
of  the  now  discouraged  farmers  of  Vermont.)  After  completing  his  payments  ]\lr. 
Hurlbut  rebuilt  and  repaired  the  old  farm  buildings  on  the  place,  and  his  is  now  one  of 
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the  finest  and  most  productive  farms  in  the  county.  In  1858  Edson  E.  Ilurlbut  married 
Charlotte  Jaynes,  of  Georgia,  and  they  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  a  Baptist  clergyman  of  Dutchess  county,  N.  Y. ;  Palmer,  of  St,  Albans; 
Wilber  and  Myrtie,  of  Bakersfield  ;  and  Chester,  Pearl,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

Judd,  Sidney  L.,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Fairfield,  Vt.,  September  20,  1843.  His 
parents,  Alson  S.  and  Sally  C.  (Barnes)  Judd,  had  four  children,  Sidney  being  the 
eldest.  The  father,  who  was  born  in  Sheldon,  was  descended  from  one  of  the  old  fam- 
ilies of  that  town.  In  I80S  he  moved  to  Georgia  and  died  there  in  I6S<3,  his  wife  hav- 
ing passed  awa}'^  some  years  earlier.  Sidney  was  brought  up  to  farm  Avotk.  and  has 
always  been  an  industrious  husbandman.  He  has  raised,  too,  and  furnished  for  the 
market  some  of  the  best  horses  bred  in  his  town.  His  farm  coinpiises  about  '2')*)  acres. 
In  Januaiy,  1866,  ^fr.  Judd  married  Barbara  D.,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  and  Lewis  Storey, 
of  Fairfax.  They  have  had  a  family  of  four  children:  Sanford  D  ,  ^Valter  S.,  Henry 
W.,  and  Lana  B. 

Ladd.  Ephraim  L.,  born  in  Milton,  July  2G,  1832,  is  the  second  of  four  children  born 
to  Alfred  and  Samantha  Ladd.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  attended  the 
district  schools  of  the  town,  but  when  he  attained  his  majority  he  traveled  about  for 
some  five  years.  In  March,  1848,  he  married  Fanny  A.  Leonard,  after  which  he  came 
to  Georgia  and  began  farming.  Five  years  later  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Illinois,  and 
there  engaged  in  the  same  ])ursuit,  but  ten  years  later  failing  health  necessitated  ins  re- 
turn to  Vei  mont,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Ladd,  when  he  started  out  m  life, 
had  no  cajiital  save  his  determination,  but  his  business  life  has  been  reasonably  success- 
ful. His  father  was  a  substantial  and  well-to-do  farmer,  and  of  the  latter's  estate  he 
inherited  some  property.  AUhongli  not  a  church  member  he  has  contributed  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Georgia  Plains,  and  other  societies  as  well.  In 
town  aflairs  he  has  held  tiie  offices  of  selectman  and  lister,  and  in  1890  he  was  one  of 
the  town  auditors.  The  children  of  Ej>hraim  L.  and  Fanny  A.  Ladd  are  Oscar  B.,  Caro- 
line (Mrs.  Nathan  X.  Post),  and  Hattio  (Mrs.  Frederick  W.  Bliss). 

Meigs,  Sanford  Timothy,  was  born  in  St.  Albans  township,  February  18.  1822,  and 
died  September  5,  1891.  His  residence  in  Georgia  began  in  1851,  when  he  moved  on 
the  farm  which  has  the  credit  of  being  the  first  to  be  cleared  and  settled  in  that  town, 
and  on  which  was  born  the  first  white  child  in  Georgia.  He  was  the  son  of  Jolui  and 
Lucretia  (Tulier)  Meigs,  and  of  their  eight  children  he  was  the  third.  John  Meigs  was 
a  farmer  of  St.  Albans,  and  on  the  fai'iu  Sanford  lived  until  he  reached  his  majority, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  to  make  his  own  Avay.  He  engaged  in  farming  and  mechani- 
cal pursuits,  but  finally  purchased  the  historic  farm  in  Georgia  on  which  he  lived  until 
his  death.  In  1852  he  lu-uried  Harrier,  daughter  of  Elea:'.er  and  Dorothy  Jewett.  of 
St.  Albans.  No  children  v.-ere  born  of  this  marriage,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ]^Ie!gs  adopted 
and  reared  two  children.  Sanford  T.  Meigs  was  a  self-made  man,  his  starting  capital 
amounting  to  only  $4,  but  he  made  his  life  a  successful  one.  In  pohtics  he  was  a  firm 
and  unswerving  Democrat. 

Pino,  Charles  B.,  an  aged  and  highly  respected  resident  of  Georgia,  was  born  April 
14,  1807.  His  father,  Lawrence  Pino,  was  a  native  of  Paris,  France,  who,  as  his  son 
relates,  was  a  schoolfellow  witli  Bonaparte,  but  he  ran  away  from  his  native  country  and 
came  to  America.  He  took  up  his  residence  at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  but  afterwards 
moved  to  Burlington,  Vt.,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  son  Charles  B. 
also  seems  to  have  been  in  this  service  in  the  capacity  of  waiter  to  Ensign  Thomas  la 
Yague,  and  although  a  mere  child  he  wore  a  nniform.  The  father  afterwards  moved  to 
Grand  Isle  and  thence  to  Sv.-anton  about  ISOH.  From  Swanton  he  Avent  to  Fletcher, 
thence  to  Burlington,  where  he  lived  until  1813.  and  then  came  to  M.lton,  Avhence  he 
moved  in  1817  to  ''Sodom"  in  Georgia,  where  he  built  a  log  house  in  1819.  He  died 
in  182S.  In  Plattsburgh  Lawrence  Pino  married  Elizabeth  Sanford,  and  Charles  B.  was 
the  only  child  born  to  them.  In  1831  the  latter  named  married  Cornelia  Andrews,  by 
whom  he  has  had  six  children.  In  1850  Mr.  Pino  started  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Georgia,  and  has  ever  since  followed  that  industry. 
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Post,  Cephas  A.,  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Georgia.  The  surname 
Post  stands  for  industry  and  enterprise  in  the  locality.  Addison  S.  Post,  the  father  of 
Cephas  A,,  was  during  his  Hfe-time  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  town.  He  a'cquired 
a  goodly  property,  and  this  upon  his  death,  in  April,  1888,  descended  to  his  son  Cephas. 
Addison  was  the  son  of  Jesse,  a  pioneer  in  the  town.  Three  children  were  born  to 
Addison  and  Sarah  (Seward)  Post,  viz.:  Sophia,  who  died  young;  Ellen,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years;  and  Cephas  A.  Mrs.  Post  died  April  5,  1890.  Cephas  A. 
Post  was  born  October  9,  18-b"i",  and  has  always  lived  at  his  father's  home,  lie  married, 
in  18G8,  Ellen  R.  Ashley,  of  Georgia,  and  they  have  two  children,  Emogene  S.  and 
^klyra  E.  ilis  farm  comprises  140  acres.  Although  a  Republican  he  has  taken  no  active 
part  in  politics  of  the  town,  arid  in  religious  atliliations  is  a  member  of  the  Georgia 
^Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Post,  Henry  P.,  was  the  son  of  Major  and  Lncina  (A dell)  Post,  the  children  of  whom 
were  Nelson.  Lucina,  Curtis  ^[.,  William  D.,  Albert,  Henry  P.,  Oscar,  and  one  other  who 
died  \mnamed.  Henry  Bradley  Post  was  born  April  28,  1822.  He  is  now  and  has  been 
since  youth  a  farmer.  His  present  home  and  farm  occupy  a  commandmg  site  on  a  hill 
on  the  road  loading  southeast  from  Georgia  Center  to  the  east  part  of  the  town,  and 
comprises  about  seventy-five  acres.  In  1814  Mr.  Post  married  Diana  Dee,  and  they 
have  had  eight  children,  as  follows:  Frank,  of  California;  Maria  (Mrs.  Oscar  ^^lartin),  of 
Iowa;  Miranda  (deceased) ;  Charlotte  (Mrs.  G.  S.  Conger)  ;  Dorman,  who  died  }'Oung ; 
Emily  A.,  who  married  Benjamin  Hill,  of  Georgia;  and  Bradley  H.  and  Nellie,  athome. 
Mr.  Post  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  iMethodist  Episcopal  church.  He  has  taken 
no  interest  in  political  alTairs  beyond  what  every  tax-paying  citizen  should  feel,  and  has 
never  held  office. 

Post,  Lorenzo  xVrthur,  the  present  town  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Georgia,  was  born 
December  7,  184(5,  and  was  the  eldest  of  three  children  born  to  Curtis  and  ^lary 
(Nichols)  Post.  The  other  children  were  Nathan  N.  Post,  a  practicing  attorney  of  St. 
Albans,  and  William  C.  Post,  the  last  named  being  dead.  Curtis  M.  Post,  the  father, 
was  town  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Georgia  from  1855  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1878, 
after  which  tlie  mother  v.'as  chosen  to  the  same  positions  and  filled  them  (Lorenzo  A, 
acting  as  assistant)  until  her  death  in  1880.  At  the  next  meeting  our  subject  was  rcgu- 
larl}^  elected  clerk  and  treasurer,  and  still  holds  the  ofiices.  On  Februar}'-  IG,  187(5, 
Lorenzo  A.  Post  was  married  to  Frances  M..  a  daughter  of  Franklin  Towne,  of  Milton. 
Mrs.  Post  died  September  20,  1887.  Mr.  Post  is  not  wholly  unknown  in  the  political 
history  of  his  town  or  of  the  county.  In  18^()  he  was  elected  representative.  For 
four  years  he  was  assistant  j)0=itmaster  at  St.  Albans.  In  religious  matters  he  inclines 
to  Universalism,  ahhough  he  vv-as  brought  up  in  the  Congregational  cliurch. 

Smith  Family,  The. — The  pioneer  of  the  Smith  family  in  Georgia  was  Josiah.  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  who  came  to  the  town  at  a  very  early  day.  He  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1783,  and  the  wife  whom  lie  married  was  Sarah  (Whittemore)  Sniitli,  who  was 
born  December  30,  1793.  The  children  of  this  union  were  Richard  W.,  born  Novem- 
ber 7,  1811;  Harriet,  born  July  28,  1813;  John  C,  born  August  4,  1815;  Aluna  K., 
born  December  15.  1817;  Henry,  born  June  25.  1820;  Edwin,  born  June  12,  1822; 
Sarah,  born  June  12,  1824  :  Andrew  J.,  born  ^[arch  22,  1828;  and  Lucius  D.,  born  De- 
ceml.ier  15,  1830,  Lucius  D.  Smith  is  known  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  citizens 
of  Georgia.  He  is  industrious,  thrifty,  and  independent,  and  a  liian  of  strong  convic- 
tions, and  fearless  and  outspoken  in  expressing  them.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
In  1800  he  was  selectman,  and  so  chosen  because  his  townsmen  wanted  new  and  strong 
timber  on  the  board.  He  has  held  the  ofiices  of  mad  commissioner  and  overseer  of  the 
poor.  Lucius  D.  Smith  married,  April  13,  1852,  Freelove  Green,  and  the\^  have  had  a 
family  of  four  children. 

Torrey,  Milton  Hnbbell,  born  in  Georgia,  March  2.  1810,  was  one  of  the  four  children 
of  Nathaniel  and  Fannie  (Stannard)  Torrey  who  grew  to  maturity.  These  children 
were  Milton  IL,  Hannah  ^^aria,  Jane,  and  Sarah  Ann.    Nathaniel  M.  Torrey  built  the 
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substantial  stone  house  in  ^vhich  Nallian  D.  Hayden,  who  married  Mr,  Torrey's  grand- 
daughter, now  resides.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  Georgia,  and  one  who  held  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  of  his  townsmen.  For  more  than  forty  yeai-s  both  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  were  connected  with  tlie  Congregational  church.  Milton  H.  Toi  rey mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  (Bostwick)  Shepard,  dautrhter  of  Rev.  Levi  B.  Shepard,  of  Geoi-gia,  a 
prominent  family  the  surname  of  which  is  not  now  known  in  the  town.  Of  this  marriage 
four  children  have  been  born  :  Fannie  P.,  who  married  Wyram  L.  Macomber,  of  Jeri- 
cho ;  Marian  ]SL,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one ;  Beach  ]^L,  who  died  in  1888  ;  and 
Lottie  Parmelia.who  became  the  wife  of  Nathan  I).  Hayden  and  now  lives  in  the  old 
homestead.    Milton  Hubbell  Torrey  died  August  10,  1880. 

Waller  Family,  The. — Joseph  Waller  and  Parthenia,  his  wife,  and  their  children,  Wal- 
ter, Cliester,  Asahel,  TiOvisa,  Octavo,  and  Dennison,  settled  in  Enosburgh  in  1805.  They 
came  from  Royalton,  Yt.,  where  Joseph  is  understood  as  having  lived  when  that  town 
was  burned  by  the  Indians  in  1780.  After  the  farndy  came  to  Enosburgh  one  child, 
Louisa,  was  born.  Deimison  Waller  went  to  Georgia  in  LS"J7,  and  there  he  married 
Love  Uurlbut  and  had  born  to  him  children  as  follows:  Myron  ;  Hiram,  who  was  killed 
in  the  late  war;  Albert,  who  died  while  in  the  army;  Eliza,  who  married  Wheaton 
Dunster,  has  a  daughter.  Love  Athelia,  and  resides  in  Georgia;  and  Cordelia  (Mis.  Pat- 
terson), now  deceased.  Myron  Dennison  Waller  was  born  on  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives  in  1828,  but  he  lias  lived  in  the  towns  of  St.  Alban.<,  Milton,  and  Fairfax.  He 
finally  settled  on  the  homestead  in  188G  or  1887.  In  1819  he  married  T;ucinda  Camp- 
bell, of  Swanton,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Duane  Hiram.  In  1872  he  married 
Georgianna  Witters,  and  b}^  her  has  had  four  children  :  Emily  Love,  Ira  Hawley,  Cor- 
delia Georgianiia,  and  Myron  Dennison,  jr. 

Wilcox,  Reuben  E.,  a  prominent  farmer  on  the  shore  of  Georgia  Bay,  was  born  in 
Georgia,  February  13,  1833,  the  only  child  of  Cyrus  B.  and  Lucy  L.(Evarts)  ^Yilcox,  both 
of  whom  died  when  Reuben  was  young.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  family  of  Capt. 
ReuV)en  Evarts,  from  whom  he  was  named.  In  1850  lieuben  Yj.  Wilcox  married  Olive 
C,  daughter  of  J.  W.  Barnes,  of  Fairfax,  of  which  marriage  two  sons,  Fred  E.  and 
Bert  W.,  were  born.  ^^r.  Wilcox,  although  generally  a  busy  farmer,  has  found  time 
to  devote  to  town  affairs,  and  he  has  been  honored  by  his  townsmen  with  a  number  of 
offices,  having  been  representative,  selectman  several  times,  and  lister.  His  tine  farm 
comprises  nearly  170  acres. 

HiGHGATE. 

Anderson,  John,  was  l)Orn  in  Scotland,  was  a  farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty. He  married  liebecca  Brimer,  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  and  their  children  were 
William  and  Kirstey.  William  .Anderson  came  to  Highgate,  Yt.,  in  1818  among  the 
first  settlers  of  this  town,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1845,  at  the  age  of  fifty 
years.  He  was  a  manufacturer  of  linen  in  Scotland.  He  married,  first,  Margaret 
Brown,  and  second,  Mary  Stark.  His  children  were  William,  David,  Charles,  Ann. 
James,  and  John.  The  latter,  his  oldest  son,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  High- 
gate  with  his  father.  He  lived  forty  years  in  St.  Albans.  He  married  ^^Fary  Ann 
Sackett.  of  St.  Albans.Vt.,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Keziah  (Conger)  Sackett,  and  his 
children  are  John,  William,  Ste[)hen,  and  Hiram.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Ilighgate, 
Yt.  John  and  William  are  residents  of  Clinton,  la.  The  latter  married  Annette  Brown, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Arthur.  wStephen  Anderson  married  Frank,  daughter  of  John 
Pomcroy,  and  they  have  one  son,  George,  who  is  now  a  commercial  traveler  and  resi- 
dent of  St.  Albans.  John  Anderson,  jr.,  served  in  the  Papineau  war.  He  is  now 
eighty-two  3'ears  of  age,  his  wife  being  seventy-five. 

Butler,  John,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  in  August,  1805,  and  came  to  High- 
gate  while  young  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town,  where  he  remained  until  his 
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death,  April  28,  1874.  lie  was  a  farmer,  and  married  Mary  Jane  McFeetus,  who  was 
born  June  19,  1811,  and  ■•am-'  to  Highgate  in  182G.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Ann  (AlcAflee)  McFeetus.  Tiieir  children  were  John,  born  in  Highgate,  ^'t.,  February 
4,  1837,  died  January  10,  18S4,  from  injuries  received  January  8,  1884,  on  his  return 
from  Swanton  while  crossing  the  St.  Johnsbury  and  Lake  Champlain  Kailroad  near 
Highgate  station,  by  an  express  train  going  west;  Ann  Jane,  who  died  September  5, 
18-17,  aged  nine  years;  Klizal)Cth;  Ann  Jane,  '2d,  who  died  June  3,  18G8,  aged  twenty 
years;  and  James  A.,  born  in  llighgate,  Vt.,  May  2,  1843.  The  latter  married  Fran- 
ces C.  Smith,  of  Swanton,  December  21,  1882.  She  was  born  in  Swanton,  December 
14,  1857,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Clark)  Smith,  natives  of  that  town.  Their 
children  are  Annie  Frances,  born  September  IG,  1883  ;  John  Smitli,  boin  October  23,1885, 
died  September  8,  188G;  and  Maiy  Caroline,  born  August  13,  1800.  He  lias  been  dep- 
uty sheritF  and  is  now  station  agent  for  the  St.  Johnsbury  and  Lake  Champlain  Kailroad 
at  Highgate,  Vt.,  where  he  has  been  engaged  since  August  1,  1882.  He  still  owns  the 
homestead  farm. 

Cross,  Thomas,  a  native  of  Nottingham,  Mass.,  was  born  March  20,  17G3,  and  was 
active  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  Federalist,  an  anti-Mason,  and  a  temperance  man, 
and  moved  to  Swan/ey,  N.  H.,  where  he  lived  for  many  years.  Finally  he  came  to 
Highgate,  Vt.,  at  which  place  he  died  March  20,  18."j8,  aged  about  eiglity.  His  wife 
was  Sarah  Pemberton,  of  S,wanzey.  N.  TL,  and  was  born  June  11.  17G4,  and  died  at 
Winchester,  N.  H.,  aged  ninety-seven.  His,  children  were  Peter,  Lewis,  Henry,  John, 
Lucina,  Charles,  Sarah,  Selinda,  Enoch,  Ixachel,  and  Nathan.  The  latter,  born  in  Swan- 
zey,  N.  H.,  September  2.  17^)0,  came  to  Highgate,  Vt.,  where  he  died  June  28,  1874,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  married  Betsey  Hannnond,  of  SvN  anzey,  who  died  in  High- 
gate,  May  24.  1872.  He  was  an  early  settler  of  Highgate  and  a  hard  v/orking  farmer. 
Wis  children  were  Sylvester  H.,  Lorenzo  D.,  J.  Winslow,  Sidney  P.  S.,  George  W., 
Fanny  M.,  and  Joel  P.  The  latter  was  born  in  Highgate,  July  14,  1821,  and  mai  ried 
F]lizabeth  i>.,  daughter  of  John  and  Lavina  (Bearss)  Dillon,  and  his  children  are  Frank  P., 
Lizzie  A.,  and  Fred  W.  He  is  now  a  general  merchant  in  Highgate,  where  he  has 
been  engaged  for  forty  years  with  marked  succes.s.  Frank  P.  Cross  married  Hattio  D. 
Cutler,  of  Highgate,  daughter  of  Horace  and  Helen  (Wilson)  Cutler,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Fred  C,  Horace  P.,  and  Earle.  Mr.  Cross  is  now  a  general  merchant  in  High- 
gate  with  his  father.  Lizzie  A.  mairied  Parnard  L.  Olds,  of  Franklin,  Vt.,  and  had  one 
daughter,  Daisy  A.,  now  living  in  Denver,  Col.  Mrs.  Olds  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  ^L\v  10,  1879.  Fred  W.  Cross  married  Jessie  K.  Carman,  of 
Highgate,  and  their  children  are  Harry  M..  Charles  E.,  and  Frank  P.  Tliey  are  now 
residents  of  Moorefield.  Neb.  George  \V.  Ci'oss  v/as  born  in  Highgate.  August  14,  1833, 
and  married  Martha  Hefllon.  of  tiiat  town,  who  was  born  February  22,  1845,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Session  L.  and  Lucy  (Fillmore)  Hellion  (married  June  10,  18G9).  Their  children 
were  Nathan,  born  April  19,  1873,  and  Ethel  M.,  born  September  27,  1875.  He  is  now 
a  farmer  on  the  homestead  near  East  HiLdigate.  Daniel  Fillmore  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Thomas  Cross  served  in  the  Avar  of  the  Revolution  and  drew  a  land  war- 
rant. 

Cushman,  Zeri,  was  born  in  Castleton,  Vt.,  August  31,  1789,  came  to  Franklin,  Vt., 
where  he  was  a  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  for  twentj^-five  years,  and  finally 
raoved  to  Perkshire,  Vt.,  practicing  there  until  his  death  in  1844.  aged  fift3'-five.  He  was 
representative  of  the  town  of  Franklin  two  years,  and  was  a  very  successful  physician. 
He  was  also  surgeon  in  the  Canadian  rebellion.  He  married  Rachel  French,  who  was 
born  August  8,.  1789,  a  daughter  of  Seeva  and  Mary  French,  of  Clarendon,  Yt.,  and  who 
died  in  March,  1870.  Their  children  were  Mary  Ann.  Louisa  A.,  Horace.  Happiiona. 
Louisa,  Maryette,  Caroline,  Rosetta,  and  Leander  L.  The  latter  was  born  in  Clarendon, 
Vt.,  March  14,  1818,  and  came  to  East  Highgate,  where  he  practiced  as  a  })hysician  and 
surgeon,  having  also  practiced  in  the  towns  of  Perkshire.  Fairfield,  Swanton,  Vt.,  and 
Black  Prook.  N.  Y.    He  graduated  from  the  Woodstock  Medical  College  in  1845,  and  has 
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represented  the  town  of  Swanton  in  the  legislature  during  the  years  1852  and  1853. 
He  married,  Juno  20,  1848,  Fanny  C,  daughter  of  Luther  and  Sarah  (Hawkins)  Rix- 
ford,  of  East  Highgate.  and  they  have  had  two  children:  Kate  L..  born  February  5, 
185L  died  March  Lj,  1851.  and  Edna  Ci..born  in  vSwanton,  April  5.  1852,  married  Wes- 
ley A.  Shumway,  September  19.  1877,  son  of  Jeremiali  D.  and  Orra  (Woodward)  Shum- 
way.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  East  tiighgate.  Hajtpilona  Cushman.  sister  of  Dr.  Le- 
ander  L.  Cushman,  Avas  born  in  Fi-anklin.  Vt.,  in  1821.  on  December  25.  and  married, 
-"first,  in  1841,  John  Adams,  of  Franklin,  son  of  Abt-1  and  Sally  Adams,  of  Sr.  Armand, 
Province  of  Quebec.  They  had  three  children,  Adalaide  D.,  Zeri  A.,  and  Solon  A.  She 
married,  second,  George  Barney  in  1867.  He  died  in  Swanton,  Yt,.  in  1884,  aged  sev- 
enty-two. Jolm  Adams  was  killed  in  18G4.  aged  forty-six.  by  a  band  of  guerrillas  in 
West  Virginia  during  the  late  war. 

Deal.  Francis,  a  native  of  Highgate,  was  killed  l>y  accident.  He  married  Katie  Shel- 
ter, and  his  children  were  John.  Fi  anlc.  Adam.  Martha,  Hannah,  and  Maiy.  Adam  Deal, 
a  native  of  that  town,  married  Anna  Durchall,  of  England,  daughter  of  James  Durchall. 
and  his  children  are  Ralph,  Calvin,  William.  Charles.  Celia.  Mary,  Flinda.  and  Geoige  H. 
The  latter,  the  youngest  son,  married '  Jessie  Hoyle,  of  Canada,  dauerhter  of  G.  L.  and 
Ellen  (Mack)  Hoyle. 

Diinon.  ]\[oses.  a  native  of  Connecticut,  served  in  the  rvevolutionary  war  and  kept 'a 
musl;et  and  powderhorn  marked  "'  M.  D.."  which  is  still  preserved  in  the  fan)ily.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  died  at  an  advanced  age  in  Fairtleld,  Conn.  His  children  were 
Noah,  Hannah,  and  Jane.  Noah  Dimon,  born  in  I'airtield,  Conn..  March  3,  1700.  served 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  had  in  his  possession  a  Dible,  handed  down  fiom  his  father. which 
was  published  in  17 IG  and  was  a  noted  relic.  He  married  .Xfoliie  Marvin,  who  was  born 
March  3.  17()1»,  and  their  children  were  Eben  1?..  born  April  10,  179(> ;  Moses,  born  March 
2,  1792;  John,  born  November  17,  1794  ;  Hannah,  born  November  ],  1800;  and  Polly, 
born  June  20,  1803.  Moses  Dimon  married  Naomi  Burton,  of  ^lilford,  Conn.,  daughter 
of  Judson  and  Sylvia  (Barnham)  Burton  (a  relative  supposed  to  be  a  sistt-i-  of  P.  T. 
Barnum),  and  came  to  Highgate  in  1841.  Their  children  were  Jane  B..  Lewis  J.,  Eben. 
Burton,  and  Closes.  Bui  ton  Dimon  came  from  Connecticut  to  Fairfield.  Yt..  at  the  age 
of  six  years,  and  died  in  IlighL'ate  in  18(51.  and  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  He  married 
Laura  ^ritchell,  May  11.  185G.  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  (Tittemore)  Mitchell, 
and  his  children  are  Margaret  ^f.,  Jennie  E..  Sylvia  M..  and  Judson  B,  He  is  now  a  res- 
ident on  the  home  farm  ol'  his  father  in  Highgate.  Sylvia  Dimon  married  Chellice  S. 
Fuller,  of  the  Province  of  ()uebec.  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Farnham.  P.  Q. 

Hinds,  ^Villiam  L.,  son.of  Eli.<ha  and  Susan  Hinds,  of  Littleton,  N.  H.,  married,  July 
8,  18»10.  Sarah  P.  Rixford,  by  wlioni  he  had  children  as  follows:  Adalaide,  Josephine, 
•Jane,  Emma.  Ida.William,  Fanny,  Clarence,  and  Oscar  L.  The  latter  was  born  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  November  10,  1855,  and  married  Florence  A.  Darling,  of  West  Berkshire, 
Yt..  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Saiah  ^L  (Noble)  Darling,  and  thev  have  three  children: 
OscAr  W..  born  September  20.  1878:  Harry  H.,  born'October  28,  1882;  and  Florence 
D.,  born  December  23,  1885.  Mr.  Hinds  is  now  interested  in  the  business  of  0.  S.  Bix- 
ford,  manufacturer  of  axes  and  scythes  at  I^^ast  Highgate,  and  is  a  partner  in  the  0.  L. 
Hinds  Companv,  of  New  York,  jobbers  in  dry  goods  at  wholesale. 

Hinerth,  John,  son  of  John,  was  l)orn  in  Hessian  Castle,  Germany,  and  came  to  Belle 
Isle.  Canada,  afterward  moving  to  Bedford.  Canada,  whei-e  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty - 
eight.  He  married  Julie  Bordo.  of  Belle  Isle,  and  their  children  were  Matilda,  Melinda, 
George,  John,  Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Joseph.  The  latter  was  born  in  Stanridge,  Canada. 
March  31,  1845,  and  came  to  Highgate  in  1880.  where  he  married  ^^largaret,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Zoe  (Bushlow)  I^atnode,  and  by  wljom  he  has  had  three  children:  Alice 
M.,  Laura,  and  Constant  C.  He  is  now  a  foundryman  at  Highgate,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  for  ten  years  in  the  manufacture  of  stoves  and  hollowware. 

Holmes,  Duncan,  was  born  in  Scotland  and  came  to  Sheldon  in  early  manhood  soon 
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daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  (Carman)  Carman,  and  his  cliildren  are  Herbert  E.,  born 
Decembers,  18o9  ;  Hiram  D.,  born  AnGfiist  2G,  18G2;  Sarah  J.,  born  Ansrust  15.  1SG4, 
died  May  30.  1874  ;  Gertrude  E  .  born  January  12,  ISGG,  died  February  2:5.  ISGS;  Hat- 
tie  C,  born  January  12,  1SG8;  George  A.,  born  July  IG,  18'iO;  Eva  A.,  born  iSiovember 
19,  1870;  and  Cora  M..  born  April  1,  187G.  Herbert  Morehouse  married  Minnie  H. 
Guymont,  and  they  have  three  sons.  Eugene  H..  Hiram  O.,  and  Morton  E.  The  latter 
died  September  2G,  1890.  They  are  now  residents  of  Wilmnigton,  Mass.  Hiram  D. 
Mor'diouse  married  Geneveive  Pettis,  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  they  have  one 
son,  George  E.,  born  September  9.  1890.  Tliey  are  noAv  residents  of  Dorchester,  a 
suburb  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Moore,  David,  a  native  of  JS^ew  Yoik  state,  came  to  flighgate,  Vt.,  with  his  fatlier, 
Richard  Moore,  among  the  early  settlers,  clearing  a  farm  in  the  woods,  Avhere  he  re- 
mained until  his  death  in  1879.  at  the. age  of  ninety-one.  He  served  in  tlie  War  of  1S12 
and  drew  a  pension.  He  married  Ann  Tichonte.  of  Highgate.  Vt.,  and  his  children 
are  Richard.  Jacob.  Charles.  Laura,  John.  EH/.abeth.  Mary,  and  Hr.mplirey.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Highgate,  November  15.  1827.  and  died  January  2-1,  18^'9,  aged  sixty-one. 
He  married  Sarah  A.  Donaldson,  of  Swanton,  daughter  of  Ilugh  and  Waitey  L.  Don- 
aldson, and  their  children  were  Fletcher  T.,  Jas]>er  R.,  and  Hueh  11.  His  widow,  Sarah 
A.  Moore,  still  survives  and  resides  in  Highgate  at  the  a-re  of  forty  yeais. 

Xye,  Benjamin,  was  born  in  Keene.  X.  K..  and  cam.e  to  Fairfield,  Vt.,  with  his  fam- 
ily soon  after  his  marriage.  Tiiey  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town.  Avheie  he 
lived  to  an  advr.nced  age.  He  died  in  St.  Albans.  His  wife  died  hi  the  same  town  a 
year  or  two  before  lier  husband.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  I*lattsl)Urgh.  while  he  was 
at  church,  a  call  came  for  soldiers.  The  minister  headed  the  call  with  the  oiler  of  his 
services,  and  the  congregation  responded.  Mi.  Nye's  children  were  Margaret.  Eli/.a, 
Laura.  Nelson,  Peniamin.  and  John.  His  son  Nelson  was  born  in  Keene.  N.  H.,  and 
came  to  Fairfield.  Vt..  with  his  father,  where  ho  married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
Fairbanks,  of  that  town.  Their  children  were  Laui-a  F.,  Benjamin  E..  Chester  V.,  and 
Albert  N.  Benjamin  F.  Ney  was  born  in  Sheldon,  Vi..  February  7,  18.07.  and  married 
Helen  H.  P.andall.  September  18,  18G1.  a  daughter  of  William  and  Jude  (Bu/./^ll)  l^an- 
dall.  Ills  wife  died  December  1883.  aged  forty-four.  His  children  are  B.  ]]rnmett. 
Blanche  E..  Beatrice,  and  Liuford  0.  He  is  now  a  farmer  near  East  Highgate.  where  he 
has  lived  for  tu'enty-eight  years.  Albert  N.  Nye  was  boi-n  in  Highi^ate.  Vt.,  January 
17,  18J0.  and  married  Elizabeth  ilcFeeteis.  of  Sheldon,  Vt.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Isabella  (Riley)  }v[cFeeters,  and  his  children  are  Valencourt  IL.  born  November  G,  1871, 
and  William  J.,  born  November  11,  1875.  Mr.  Nye  served  in  Company  F.  Tenth  Ver- 
mont Volunteers,  iluring^the  war,  and  was  wounded  at  Fisher's  Hill,  Va.,  for  which  he 
now  draws  a  pension, 

Pomeroy,  Enoch,  was  born  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  in  1792  came  to  Franklin, 
Vt.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-two.  He  was  an  allopathic  physician  by  pro- 
fession, and  married  Polly  Tenny,  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  daughter  of  Jes?e  Tenny,  and 
their  children  were  Elijah,  Lucien,  Enoch,  Jesse.  Mary,  Lorenzo.  John,  ^feliss.a,  Han- 
nah, and  John.  2d.  His  son,  Lorenzo  Pomeroy.  was  born  in  Franklin,  Vt.,  June  14, 
1809,  and  married  Martha  A.  Cutler,  of  Highgate,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  B.  and  Cath- 
erine (Barr)  Cutler.  Their  children  are  Rosamond  H.,  Joseph  C,  Lorenzo,  and  Helen  M, 
He  is  now  living  in  Highgate  at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  •  His  v,-ife,  Martha  A.,  died 
April  G,  1885.  at  the  age  of  seventy- two.  Helen  ^L  married  Clark  R.  Lyon,  of  Swan- 
ton,  son  of  Chauncey  and  Elizabeth  (Haskinsj  Lyon,  and  their  children  are  Henry  J. 
and  Charles  L.  Ttwins)  and  Josie  IT.  He  is  now  a  dry  broods  merciiant  at  Ifighgate 
Center  in  company  with  his  son.  Henry.  Charles  L.  Pomeroy  is  a  graduate  of  the 
University  of  Vermont  ^leilieal  College  at  Burlington. 

Redding,  Moses,  was  a  native  of  Plymouth,  ^Mass.  His  father  came  from  Wales  in 
the  early  days.    He  moved  to  Pittstown,  Rensselaer  county,  N.  Y.,  and  finall}'-  to  Bar- 
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net,  Caledonia  county,  Yt.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety.  He  was  in  early  life  a 
sea-faring  man,  as  was  also  his  father  before  liiin.  He  had  four  children,  Stephen,  Brace, 
William,  and  Lemuel.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Pel- 
ham,  ^la-^s.,  at  the  age  of  eighty- live.  He  dealt  m  West  India  goods  in  Boston  for 
many  years.  lie  mariied  Eliza  J.  Wolcott,  daughter  of  William  "\Yolcott.  She  died  at 
Chelmsford,  Mass.,  in  December,  189u,  aged  eighty-six.  Their  children  were  Eunice, 
Abiah,  Abbie,  Jaenette,  Sceplien  C,  Sarah  Jane,  .Josephine,  Lemuel  W.,  and  Moses  W. 
The  latter  is  a  publisher  in  New  York  city,  wliere  lie  has  been  engaged  since  18G.S  in 
the  publication  of  Masonic  works  an<l  in  tlie  manufactuie  of  Masonic  goods.  He  has  a 
farm  and  summer  residence  at  Highgate,  Yt.,  which  are  a  cre  Yit  to  that  part  of  the 
state.  Eliza  J.  \Yolcott  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Oliver  Wolcott,  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  a  governor  of  Connecticut. 

Ptixford,  "\Yilliam,  was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1755  and  died  in  "\Yinchester,  N.  H., 
in  18o'.>,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  He  was  an  early  settler  in  Winchester  and  Avas 
very  active  in  clearing  the  forest.  He  married  ljucy  Wilson,  who  lived  to  about  eighty 
years  of  ago  and  died  on  the  liomestead.  Their  children  were  Luther,  William,  Lucy, 
Ephraim.  Sally,  Artemas.  Solonian,  Finis,  and  Harriet.  His  eldest  son.  Luther,  was 
born  in  Winchester,  N.  H.,  December  30,  1770,  and  in  ^March,  18"'>7,  he  came  to  East 
Highgate,  A't.,  where  he  died  in  September,  1859,  at  the  ago  of  eighty.  He  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Fanny  (Parker)  Hawkins,  and  their  childien  were  Jo- 
sephine. Minerva,  Luther  P.,  Sarah  1\,  Bradford,  Lucma  F.,  Fanny  C,  Frinda,  Frenda 
M.,  and  Oscar  S.  The  latter  was  born  in  Winchester,  N.  H.,  Maich  2,  1828.  and  came 
to  Highgate,  Yt.,  in  Maich,  1837,  where  he  now  resides.  iJe  married  Mary  Flint,  at 
Castletoti,  Xt,  daughter  of  }»loses  and  Adaline  (Cutting;  Flint,  and  their  children  are 
Oscar  H.,  born  December  27,  1850;  Henry  C,  born  August  28,  18G2  ;  Mary  E.,  boin 
December  20,  1809  ;  and  Susan  K.,  born  Se[>teml)er  5,  1876.  Luther  Kixford  with  his 
son  L.  P.,  and  D.  H.  Farrington  commencctl  building  the  scythe  shops  at  Highgate  in 
the  spring  of  1837,  and  continued  the  manufacture  of  scythes  until  the  spring  of  1819, 
when  liis  son,  Oscar  S.,  bought  out  the  concei'ii  and  in  1880  made  an  addition  to  the 
building,  and  is  now  manufacturing  axes  and  scythes,  the  only  manufacturer  of  that 
class  of  goods  in  Northern  Yermont  of  that  ex.tent.  They  sliip  goods  through  New 
England  and  the  Middle  and  Western  states.  He  has  been  a  re^uesentative  in  the  leg- 
islature three  terms  and  has  also  served  in  liie  A'ermont  Senate.  His  oldest  son.  Oscar 
•H.,  married  Elizabatli  M.  Leach,  of  Fairfield,  Yt.,  daughter  of  Horace  Leach,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Oscar  D.  Soloman  and  Henry  Rixford,  brothers  of  William,  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Sanderson,  Sanford,  a  native  of  Keene,  N.  H.,  came  to  Highgate,  Yt.,  about  1822 
'among  the  early  settlers  of  tlic  town,  where  he  remained  until  ids  deatli  in  1830.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  cloth-fuller  by  occupation.  He  married  Susanna  Lincoln,  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  their  children  were  Lodema,  Sanford,  Jarib,  and  Harley.  Sanford  was 
born  in  Keene,  X.  H.,  and  came  to  Highgate  with  his  father,  Avhere  he  remained  until 
his  death,  in  1878,  on  Jul}'  K!.  aged  sixty.  He  married  Jane  B.  Dimon.  of  Highgate 
(formerly  of  Fairfield.  Yt.),  daughter  of  Moses  and  Naomi  (Burton)  Dimon,  and  his 
children  were  Jarib  L.,  Judson  B.,  and  Moses  S.  Judson  B.  Sanderson  was  born  in  High- 
gate,  February  14,  1848,  and  married  Elizabeth  C.  Cutler,  of  Highgate,  Yt.,  February  IG, 
187tV,  daughter  of  Allen  B.  and  Emily  (French)  Cutler,  and  his  children  are  Allen  J., 
born  August  19,  1871  ;  Adella  J.,  born  Fel«ruary  5,  1877:  Gertrude  E,,  born  August  5, 
1879;  and  Eva  A,,  born  March  25,  1887.  Mr.  Sanderson  is  now  a  farmer  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  Maplewood  Creamery  in  Highgate,  Yt.,  located  in  tlic  north  part  of  the  town 
called  Highgate  Gore.  He  l>uik  the  Maplewood  Creamery  in  188-4-85,  and  still  runs  it 
in  connection  with  three  other  creameries  in  the  town.  He  was  elected  representative 
for  the  town  of  Highgate  in  1884-85  and  in  1890-91,  served  as  selectman  for  five  years, 
was  lister  from  1880  to  1885,  and  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  from  1878  to 
188L 
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Shelden,  Jacob,  was  born  in  Pittsfoid,  Vt.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  He 
had  two  children,  Joel  and  John,  who  were  born  m  Pittsford.  Fie  came  to  Sheldon, 
where  he  cleared  a  farm,  and  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  married, 
first,  Hannah  Lawson,  and  second.  Honor  Hitchcock,  and  his  children  were  Edward, 
Leonard,  Caroline,  Henry,  liosina,  Jennie,  and  Charles.  The  latter  was  born  m  Shel- 
don in  18-J5,  and  married  Florence  E.  Frost,  of  Hiphgate,  daughter  of  Edgar  Frost,  and 
his  children  are  Jennie,  Leonard,  Daniel,  Edgar,  William,  and  Ernest.  He  came  to 
Highgate  in  ISSG  and  settled  on  tlie  Frost  farm,  where  he  now  resides.  Penn  Fi'ost  was 
a  native  of  Queens  county,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 
His  children  were  Wright,  Zebulon,  Daniel,  Jarvis,  Mary,  Phebe,  and  Lanah,  Daniel 
Fi'OSt  married  F-^lizabeth  Cox.  and  their  children  are  Aljratn,  Jehial,  Ambi-ose,  William, 
Edgar  P.,  Jarvis,  Eliza  A.,  Emdy,  Mary,  and  Kosanna.  F]dgar  R.  was  born  on  Long 
Island,  married  Alzina  Fillmore,  and  his  children  are  Daniel  W.,  Anne  F].,  Florence  E., 
Ella,  and  Darwin,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Highgate.  Vt.  He  is  now  a  resident  on  the 
homestead  farm  witli  his  daughti^i',  Mrs,  Charles  Shelden.  Anne  E.  Frost  married  M.  E. 
Bert,  and  has  two  children,  Willie  E.  and  Anne  E.,  botli  born  in  Highgate. 

Sheltiis,  Phillip,  was  born  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Highgate,  Vt.,  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  town.  He  was  a  farmer  and  remained  at  Highgate  until  his  death 
at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  twice  married,  and  his  children  weie  Phillip,  ]\Iatthew, 
John,  Lucinda,  Hirarn,  Andrew,  ^Faria,  Mai-illa,  and  Nancy.  His  oldest  son,  Phillip,  was 
born  at  Highgate  Springs,  Vt.,  in  1704.  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  was  a 
faiiner  and  made  the  first  potash  in  Highgate.  He  married  Hannali  Carman,  of  Rhin- 
beck,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  April,  1871,  aged  seventy-eight.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Abram  Carman,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionai y  war,  and  their  children  were  Han- 
nibal. George  Fl.,  Albert,  Horace,  Alonzo,  I^hillip,  Abram  P.,  Minerva  A.,  Cleora,  Allen, 
and  Hannah.  Allen  H.  Sheltus  was  born  in  Highgate,  June  7,  F83S,  and  married  So- 
phia M.  Ricard,  of  Franklin,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Ricard,find  their  children  ai-e  Ennua, 
Sidney  A.,  and  Ij'v/.zle.  He  is  now  a  farmer  in  Highgate.  I'hillip  Sheltus,  a  native  of 
Highgate.  Vt.,  was  born  ^larch  15,  1821.  and  married  Catharine  C.  Stinehoui-,  was  born 
April  10.  1822.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Sanniel  and  Xellie  (Carman j  Stinehour.  Their 
children  are  Alice,  who  died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  forty-three;  Arthur  K..  Ijorn  in  1S48 ; 
Amelia  A  ,  who  died  in  1873,  aged  twenty-two;  Abbie  L..  born  in  18G0  ;  and  Alma  A., 
born  in  18()L  Alice  M.  married  Darwin  Sunderland,  of  Flighgate.  in  18S(;.  and  their 
children  arc  Verna  and  Hollis  J.  Arthur  Sheltus  married  I;\ilu  M.  Farrar.  of  Poston, 
in  1887,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Marion  I'arrar.  Abbie  L.  married  I^Foses  W.  lied- 
ding,  of  New  York  city,  in  1888. 

Skeels,  William,  son  of  David  and  F>ydia  (Powell)  Skeels,  who  came  to  Highgate  in 
1806.  Avas  born  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  where  he  lived  several  years,  and  finally  came  to 
Charlotte,  Vt.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  came  to  Highgate,  Vt.,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  aged  sixty-eight.  He  served  as  minuteman  at  the  battle  of  F^lattsburgh. 
He  married  Rachel  Best,  of  Highgate,  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Marion  (Hyatt) 
Best,  and  his  children  were  Hiram,  ^lary,  William  B.,  and  Myron  V.  \Villiam  B. 
Skeels  was  born  in  Highgate,  Vt.,  August  11,  1834,  and  married  Esther  Hyatt,  of  High- 
gate,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Susannah  (Evens)  Hyatt.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Fligh- 
gate engaged  in  the  marble  business,  where  he  has  resided  for  twenty-five  years.  Myron 
P.  Skeels,,  now  in  Bismarck,  Dak.,  was  customs  house  ofiicer  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  twenty 
years,  and  married  I^aura  Keyes.  of  Flighgate,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Deororean  (Bar- 
low) Keyes.  They  have  three  children,  F^dith,  Barlow,  and  William.  Mary  L.  Skeels 
was  a  native  of  Flighgate,. and  married  George  W,  Newton,  of  Swanton.  son  of  Silas 
and  Arthusa  Newton,  and  her  children  are  William  S.,  George  G.,  and  J.  Flenry.  They 
are  now  residents  of  Bismarck.  North  Dakota.  Mr.  Newton  is  a  practicing  laAvyer  of 
Bismarck,  and  very  successful  in  his  profession.  He  was  a  student  at  Yale  College,  and 
has  been  a  resident  of  Bismarck  for  seven  years.  Hiram  Skeels  married  Mary  Ann 
WTiite,  of  Malone,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Lucy  (Bartlett)  White.    He  was 
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United  States  consul  to  Canada,  customs  house  officer  for  several  years,  and  represented 
his  town  in  the  legislature  of  187G.  His  only  son,  Charles  F.,  married  Angle  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  F. and  Asenath  (Randall)  Draper,  and  they  liave  one  son,  llirani. 

Stimets,  John,  was  born  in  Frankfort,  Germany,  and  came  to  Highgate,  Vt.,  in  1787, 
among  the  early  settlers  of  the  town,  clearing  a  farm  on  Miiich  he  lived  until  his  death, 
Juh^  22,  1827.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  September,  1747.  Pie  married  Elizabeth 
Mauk,  of  Fi  ankfort,  Germany,  who  was  born  in  September,  1757.  and  died  .March  28, 
1838,  in  Plighgate.  Their  chik|ren  were  John,  Jacob,  Betsey,  Catharine,  and  Tlannah. 
Jacob  was  born  in  llighgate  in  ISO-j  and  located  on  a  farm  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town  near  Sax's  mill,  where  he  died  in  1852  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  He  was 
much  respected  and  very  prominent  in  the  community,  was  deacon  in  the  church,  and 
held  many  offices  of  trust  in  the  town.  He  married  Sybil  Pierce,  of  Highgate,  daugh- 
ter oC  Richard  and  Betsey  Pierce,  and  his  chiWren  were  Martha  A.,  ]\[ary  A.,  Susan  E., 
Cassius  P.,  Horatio  N.,  George  L.,  Sarah  C,  Henry  A.,  and  Charles  C.  The  latter,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  oavus  the  homestead  farm,  which  comprises  about  400  acres. 
Henry  A.  Stimets  married  Atary  J.  Jiirchard,  March  19.  1875,  daughter  of  Tnnr.an  T. 
and  Jane  F.  (Hemenway)  Birchard,  of  Shoreham,  Xt,  and  he  is  also  a  resident  on  the 
homestead  farm.  George  L.  was  born  in  Highgate,  May  22,  18-12,  and  married  ^Irs. 
Mary  E.  Place,  of  Highgate,  who  was  born  in  1847,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Sarah 
(Carman)  Barr.  Their  children  are  ]^Iabel  G.,  born  February  13,  1884.  died  October  26, 
1885,  and  George  R.,  born  'July  22,  1880.  ]\Ir.  Stimets  is  a  farmer  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  has  served  as  lister  for  ciglit  years.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Stimets  married  for  her 
first  husband  Miles  E.  Place,  who  died  ^May  12,  1875,  aged  thirty-two,  and  her  children 
by  him  were  Mary  A.,  borirJanuary  1,  18(39,  and  Sarah  R.,  born  April  5,  1N75.  Cassius 
P.  Stimets  graduated  from  Burlington  College,  A'ermont,  and  died  in  July.  1880.  atred 
fifty  years.  Charles  C.  Stimets  was  graduated  from  the  Oswego  Normal  College  in  1872, 
and  later  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Piutger's  College.  On  graduation 
he  was  made  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  Trenton  (N.  J.)  Normal  School,  a  position 
he  held  for  four  years,  and  then  resigned  to  become  the  principal  of  the  Hasbi-ouck  In- 
stitute of  Jersey  City,  X.  J.  He  still  occupies  that  position.  He  married,  in  1890,  i^liss 
Adelene  R.  Negus,  of  Jersey  City. 

Montgomery. 

Clapp,  George  L,,'a  native  of  Montiromery,  was  born  October  8,  1832.  His  grand- 
father, Joshua,  sr.,  a  twin  brother  of  Caleb,  was  born  in  Hardwick,  Mass.,  February  9, 
1752.  He  married  Nabl)y  Barnard,  and  in  1792  came  to  Montgomery,  being  the  first 
settler  in  the  town.  .  They  had  six  children,  of  whom  Joshua,  jr.,  was  born  February 
15,  1805,  and  married  Fanny,  daui^hter  of  Richard  Smith,  of  jNIontgomery,  September 
3,  1827,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children.  George  L..  the  fourth  child,  married  Harriet 
M..  daughter  of  Dr.  B.  W.  Fuller,  of  ^Montgomery.  December  IG,  1855.  They  had  two 
children,  William  J.,  born  November  28,  1857,  who  married  S.  Alice  Stevens,  of  Crafts- 
bury.  August  10,  1882.  and  Charlotte  A.,  born  April  3.  1S06.  George  L.  Clapp  secured 
his  education  in  the  common  and  select  schools  of  Montgomery.  In  1850  he  went  to 
Wakefield.  Mass..  where  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  hardware  store.  After  two  years  he 
returned  to  Montgomery  and  bought  a  small  farm  adjoining  the  Clapp  homestead.  In 
the  fall  of  1874-  lie  went  to  New  York  city,  where  he  held  a  position  of  trust  in  the 
Wilson  Packing  Company  for  three  years,  having  charge  of  all  of  the  concern's  finances. 
He  was  a  rei)uiilican  in  politics,  and  served  as  selectman  several  terms,  and  was  elected 
coi.mty  commissioner  in  1890.  He  died  August  8,  1891.  They  were  meml»ers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  His  son  William  J.  studied  law,  and  in  1882  went  to  Da- 
kota and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the  following  year.  In  1889  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  North  Dakota  and'  in  1890  was  appointed  state  superin- 
tendent of  public  instruction.    The  daughter,  Charlotte  A.,  has  given  the  greater  por- 
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tion  of  her  time  to  the  study  of  inusic.  She  attended  the  high  sciiool  at  St.  Albans, 
spent  two  years  as  a  teacher,  was  for  a  time  clerk  in  a  law  ollice  in  Dakota,  and  is  now 
a  teacher  of  music  at  home. 

Davis.  Batemr.n  W.,  M.D.,  a  native  of  Montgomery.  Vt..  was  born  July  26.  1844. 
His  father,  Jose{>h.  was  born  in  PJnosl.)urgh,  December  8,  1818,  and  in  1842  married  Mel- 
vina,  daughter  of  John  ^McAlHster.  of  that  town,  by  whom  he  liad  two  children:  Bate- 
raan  W.  and  Frank  E.  The  latter  was  born  July  21,  18-lG,  and  is  now  living  at  Rock- 
ville,  Conn.  Mrs.  Melvina  Davis  died  in  1857,  and  Joseph  AV^.  married,  second.  Betsey 
McAllister,  by  whom  he  had  three  children:  Mary  ^I.,  born  in  1858,  died  in  1881; 
Hattie,  born  in  1801  ;  and  Edwin  T..  born  in  18b3,  now  a  practicing  physician  in 
Ellington,  Conn.  Batoman  W.  Davis  married  Frances  II..  daughter  of  George  W. 
Campbell,  of  Montgomery,  in  1807,  and  they  have  two  children:  Elma  A.,  boiii  No- 
vember 0,  1868.  and  Roy  F..  I'Orn  May  0.  1880.  In  1872  Mr.  Davis  couimenred  to 
study  medicine  with  Dr.  S.  S.  Wilbur,  of  ^lontgomery,  and  in  July,  1875,  graduated 
from  the  ]\[edical  Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont  and  located  at  Burlington. 
In  the  fall  of  1880  he  attended  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  and  in  1875  he  connnenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Montgomery,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  He  has  been  superintendent  of  schools  several  years,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Y'ermont  State  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Frankhn  County  ^Medical 
Society.  In  1888  he  was  vice-president  of  the  latter,  and  the  following  year  was  made 
president. 

Fuller,  George  II.,  a  native  of  Montgomery,  was  ))orn  March  .'31,  181)5.  His  father, 
Betlnal  \V.,  was  born  Sej)teml>er  4,  I80(».  In  1831  he  married  A bigail,  daugliter  of 
Isaac  Head,  of  Montgomery,  where  Dr.  Fuller  was  a  juacticing  physician  for  many 
years.  They  had  three  children:  "William  W..  George  11.,  and  Ilariiet.  The  latter 
married,  in  1857,  George  Clapp.  George  II.  Fuller  married  Jane,  dauuhter  of  William 
Y.  Wiglitman,  of  Richford.  March  20,  1SG7,  and  they  have  three  children,  viz.:  William 
W..  born  in  August.  18()^;  Henry  B.,  born  October  30.  1878;  and  George  B..  born  in 
May,  1880.  George  II.  Fuller  was  a  carpenter  \)y  trade.  In  July,  1802,  he  enlisted  as 
a  private  in  Com})any  G.  Thirteenth  Regiment  Vef-mont  Iniantry,  and  afterwards  was 
detailed  as  sergeant  of  a  scouting  party  of  that  brigade.  While  serving  in  this  capacity 
he  was  cajytured  by  a  squad  of  Moseby's  men  and  taken  towards  Richmond,  but  after 
two  weeks  escaped  and  returned  to  his  regiment.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Gettysbuig. 
and  in  July,  1803,  he  received  an  honorable  discliarge.  He  returned  to  Montgomery 
and  entered  the  employ  of  B.  W.  ilartm  as  clerk.  About  ISbO  lie  moved  on  a  farm 
and  speculated  in  buying  and  selling  stock.  He  was  selectman  from  1883  to  1880  and 
lislQ"  for  a  number  of  years.  In  issj  he  moved  to  Montgomery  Center.  He  has  also 
been  past  conmiander  of  Charles  Hale  Post,  No.  9').  G.  A.  R. 

Mansfield,  Walter  G.,  was  born  in  Montgomery,  July  8,  1857.  His  father,  William 
R.,  born  May  31,  1807,  married,  first.  Sylva.  daughter  of  Jonathan  Dexter,  of  Lanes- 
boro,  Vt.,  February  5,  1830,  and  they  had  three  children,  as  follows:  Julina,  born  July 
31,  1837,  died  in  April,  1843;  Lina.^,  born  July  10.  1840,  died  January  30,  1872;  and 
Davis,  born  June  1,  1844.  He  marrieil.  second,  Martha  P.,  daughter  of  Charles  Camp- 
bell, of  Montgomery,  September  12.  1847.  They  also  had  three  children:  William  T., 
born  OctoberV,  1848,  died  August  22,  1850:  Walter  G. ;  and  Willie  II.,  born  July  9,  1850. 
Walter  G.  Mansfield  married  Abby  I.,  daughter  of  A.  J.  liichardson,  of  Montgomeiy, 
December  2.  1875,  by  whom  he  had  two  children.  The  first,  Sylva,  born  December  10, 
18S0,  lived  but  six  months;  Max  C.  was  born  January  14,  1884.  Walter  G.  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  started  in  life  with  the  help  of  a  common  school  education.  In  1872  he 
bought  the  farm  known  as  the  Mansfield  homestead,  which  he  carried  on  nntil  the  fall 
of  1880,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Curry,  Lombray  A:  Mansfield,  owners 
of  a  steam  saw-mill  witii  a  capacity  of  10,000  feet  of  lumber  per  day.  Mr.  Mansfield 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  held  the  otlices  of  selectman  and  lister,  the  latter  in 
the  years  1888-89. 
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Martin,  Henry  M.,  was  born  in  Montg-ornery,  June  29,  1842.  His  grandfather,  Rob- 
ert, was  born  October  1,  17()0.  and  married  Mercy  Pierce,  He  moved  from  Putney, 
Vt.,  about  1817,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  a  family  of  eleven  children,  and  settled 
in  Montgomery  Center.  He  died  at  this  place  October  29,  184G.  and  his  wife  January 
23,  185U.  Of  their  children  JelTerson  was  born  in  Putney.  Vt.,  May  1,  1801,  and  mar- 
ried Lydia,  daughter  of  Luther  I*oland.  of  Waterville.  Vt,  Fel)ruary  9,  1830,  by  whom 
he  had  four  children,  of  whom  Henry  M.  was  the  third.  He  married,  Mareli  3,  18(53, 
Angie  S.  Moore,  of  Brandon,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  has  four  children:  Frances  D.,  born 
December  Hi,  18G3,  married  C.  \V.  Gotl*  of  Richford,  April  1,  1884  ;  one  who  died  in 
infancy;  .losephinc  M.,  boin  February  IG,  1873;  and  Luke  P.,  born  September  9,  187G. 
Jefferson  ]\!artin  was  a  farmer,  and  Heur}'  M.  was  reared  on  a  farm.  He  attended  the 
common  sehools  of  his  town,  and  lias  been  the  choice  of  the  RepubHcan  part}'^  for  select- 
man eight  years.  He  has  also  served  as  grand  juror,  and  in  1890  became  deputy  sheritl". 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlin  2^[cthodist  Episcopal  churcli. 

Parker,  Charles  S.,  was  born  in  Elmore,  Vt.  April  18,  1850.  His  father,  Chnrles  S., 
a  native  of  Barre,  Vt.,  was  born  in  1820,  He  married  £Ii/ca,  daughter  of  Seth*Tanner, 
of  Barre,  and  they  had  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  Charles  S.  was  the  third. 
Charles  S.  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  his  sons  were  brought  up  to  do  farm  w^ork. 
He  was  clucated  in  tl\e  comnion  schools  and  in  the  Morrisville  and  Montpelier  Acad- 
emies. In  1870  he  came  to  .Montgomery  and  engaged  in  teaching  school.  In  1872  he 
engaged  as  a  clerk  for  L.  W.'  Martin,  and  after  being  with  him  one  year  he  started  a 
general  store  in  the  village  of  Montgomery,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a  fine  trade. 
He  is  a  Ivejuiblican  in  politics,  nnd  ha-^  been  postiuiister  of  Montgomery  village  since 
1882.  He  married  Eli/.a,  daughter  of  Samn^*!  Head,  of  Montgoniery  Center,  and  they 
have  had  three  children:  Caley,  born  in  187;"),  died  October  20,  1889;  Howard,  boin 
in  June,  1879;  and  Mabel,  born  in  September,  188G. 

Robb,  John  M.,  was  born  in  Durham,  P.  Q.,  April  3,  185G,  Andrew,  his  father,  was 
a  native  of  Montreal,  Canada,  and  was  born  in  1825.  He  married  Anna  Brickly,  of 
Durham,  about  1>^50,  and  tlu'v  had  five  chiWrw,  of  whom  John  M.  was  the  second. 
John  ^L  Robl)  came  to  Franklin  county,  in  August,  1870.  He  Avorked  on  a  farm 
and  taught  school  in  the  town  of  Berkshire  for  six  terms.  In  1871  he  came  to  Mont- 
gomery and  was  employed  as  clerk  for  Stiles  A:  Dix  at  Montgomery  Center.  In  1883 
he  became  a  partner  of  this  conij)any  under  tlie  firm  name  of  William  H.  Stiles  &: 
Co.,  and  in  1884  he  opened  a  general  store  in  Montgomer}*  village,  where  he  has  since 
conducted  a  thriving  business.  He  is  what  may  be  called  a  self-made  man,  having  but 
a  common  school  education  and  no  capital  to  begin  with.  He  is  a  lie[)ublican  in  politics 
and  a  member  of  lxichford  Lodge.  -S'o.  18,  L  0.  0.  F.  In  November,  1878,  he  married 
M  ary  A.,  only  daughter  of.  JL  F.  Stiles,  of  Berkshire. 

Smith,  Horace  H.,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  Vt.,  September  13,  1850.  His  father, 
Isaac  IL,  moved  with  his  family  from  Canada  to  Sampsonville,  Vt.,  about  1850.  In 
ISGO  he  moved  to  Montgomery  Center  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  butter  tubs, 
conducting  a  flourishing  business  until  his  death  in  1870.  Horace  H.  went  to  Canada 
about  18G8  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at  Brome,  P,  Q.  He  married  Cyntha, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Chapman,  of  that  place,  in  1882,  and  they  have  had  four  children: 
Lena,  Minnie,  Horace,  and  Frederick.  In  1888  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Montgomery  and 
engaged  in  business  with  his  brother,  James  E.  They  rebuilt  the  Litter's  mill,  and  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  bobbins  for  cotton-mills.  The  firm  is  known  as  J.  E.  Smith 
Sz  Co.,  and  is  composed  of  the  following  gentlemen:  James  E.  Smith,  Horace  H. 
Smith*  Rev.  George  A.  Smitli,  and  J.  T.  Hughes.  Mr.  Hughes  is  an  expert  bobl)in  fin- 
isher, and  joined  the  firm  April  1.  1890.  The  capital  stock  is  $100,000,  and  the  firm 
owns  2,500  acres  of  heavy  birch  and  maple  timber.  The  lumber  and  cin})board-rnill  in 
connection  with  the  bobbin  factory  is  the  best  in  Montgomery.  Their  mills  are  located 
at  Black  Falls,  and  they  give  enij)loyment  to  125  hands.  Rev.  G.  A,  Smith,  pastor  of 
the  Roger  AVilHams  Baptist  church  of  Provt<tence,  R.  I.,  is  a  silent  partner  in  the  firm 
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of"  J.  E.  Smitl)  &  Co.  Edward  H.  Smith,  the  eldest  brother,  was  a  pi}>e  organ  builder 
here,  and  while  assisting  at  the  erection  of  a  smoke  stack  in  Montgomery  he  was 
killed.  Four  sisters  are  living:  Jennie,  wife  of  Col.  0.  P.  Patten,  interested  in  the 
Fairbanks  scales  in  Monti eal,  P.  Q.;  Adelia,  v/ife  of  Augustus  Piosa,  an  architect  and 
builder,  of  Chicago,  111.,  and  Beatrice  City,  ISIeb. ;  Amelia,  wife  of  Ira  A.  Smit]i,.an 
architect  and  builder,  of  East  Berkshire.  Yt. ;  and  Lilia,  wife  of  AV.  O,  Parker,  for- 
merly of  Montgomery,  but  now  a  resident  of  Billings,  Montana.  Sarah  Clai-k,  wife  of 
the  late  Isaac  H.  Smith  and  mother-  of  all  these  children,  is  still  alive  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.    She  resides  with  her  son  James. 

Stiles,  William  H..  a  native  of  Enosburgh,  was  born  June  21,  IS'23.  Ilis  father,  Sam- 
uel S.,  born  in  Chester.  Yt.,  about  1795,  married  Ilaimah,  daugliter  of  Talma  and  Lydia 
Hendrick,  of  Enosbmgh.  \Yilliam  H.,  the  first  of  ten  chiMren,  Avas  educated  in  the 
common  and  high  schools  of  Enosburgh  and  earned  his  own  living  from  an  early  age. 
In  1847  he  came  to  Montgomery  and  started  m  a  small  way  in  the  manufacture  of  but- 
ter tulis.  Septeml)er  25.  1S40,  he  man  ied  Betsey,  daughter  of  AYilliam  and  Mary  Miller, 
of  Enosburgh.  ^Ir.  Stiles  was  a  member  of  the  old  Whig  party  in  politics,  and  later  of 
the  Republican  party.  In  1858-51)  he  was  sent  to  the  state  legislature,  and  in  1872-74 
was  senator  from  his  district.  He  was  elected  assistant  judge  of  tiie  County  Court  in 
1888,  and  from  1S75  to  J8SS  was  postmaster  at  ^lontgomery  Center.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  trade  at  that  place.  His  business 
career  has  been  liighly  successful.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stiles  had  two  children.  The  first, 
Annette,  was  born  in  Montgomery,  October  28,  1850,  au<l  married  S.  N.  Dix,  of  the  same 
place,  October  28,  1S75.  Mr.  Dix  is  a  general  merchant.  The  second  child,  William 
M.,also  born  in  Montgomery,  October  20,  1859.  mairiod  May  I.  Ranney.  ol  Pittsfield, 
Yt.,  June  30,  1885.  Lie  is  a  chemist  in  the  employ  of  William  Johnson  Co.,  of  Mon- 
treal. P.  Q. 

Rich  FORD. 

Adams,  Ransom  W.,  born  in  Newport,  Yt.,  January  Bi.  1850,  is  the  son  of  Abiel  A. 
and  Irene  (Gray)  Adams,  and  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children  he  was  the  youngest. 
The  father  was  a  mill  owner  and  operator,  and  Ransom  was  generally  found  aroutul  the 
mill  at  work,  so  that  he  became  a  practical  saw-mill  man  and  con)petent  to  take  full 
charge  of  the  woi-k  of  such  an  mdustry.  In  1881  Mr.  Adams  jiurchnseil  an  interest  in 
the  mill  of  C.  P.  Stevens  t*v:  Co.  at  the  hamlet  in  the  town  of  Piichfoid  which  is  called 
Stevens  ^lills.  But  even  before  becoming  one  of  this  firm  he  hail  worked  at  the  place 
as  foreman  and  manager.  Willi  his  interest  in  the  mill  he  also  acquired  a  partneiship  in 
the  mercantile  business  of  the  place.  In  1870  Mr.  Adams  married  Abbie  L.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Welby  Hammond,  of  New])ort.  They  have  had  three  children.  Although  by  no 
means  a  politician  ^Ir.  Adams  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  alFairs  of  Richford.  In 
1888-89  he  was  one  of  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  under  the  Cleveland  administration 
he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Stevens  Mills,  an  olhce  he  has  since  held.  In  politics  he 
is  a  iiepublican. 

Ayer,  Harlow  C,  the  younger  of  two  children  born  to  William  and  Sarah  (Cliadwick) 
Ayer,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Berkshire  on  October  20,  1852,  where  he  remained  Avith 
his  parents  until  he  finished  school.  He  entered  the  employ  of  a  produce  cpn^mission 
house  in  Boston  in  1S72.  After  returning  to  his  native  :own  in  1875  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Alma  C.  daughter  of  Calvin  Flammond,  of  Franklin,  Yt.  and  they  have  a 
family 'of  three  children.  After  his  marriage  he  became  interested  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  he  followed  until  1885,  when  he  removed  to  Richford,  Yt.,  and  became  en- 
gaged in  manufacturing  and  in  the  hardware  trade,  which  he  has  since  successfully  fol- 
lowed. In  1890  the  firm  of  H.  R.  Ayer  &,  Co.  was  formed,  and  ifr.  Ayer  became  one 
of  the  partners.  He  has  always  been  identified  with  town  impro%  ements,  and  was  one 
of  the  projectors  and  commissioners  that  built  the  water  works  of  the  town,  which  is 
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one  of  the  best  in  New  England.  He  is  connected  ^vith  the  National  Guard  of  the  state, 
and  has  always  taken  p^reat  interest  in  military  affairs.  Since  18G.S  he  lias  been  first  a 
member  of  the  Tiiird  Regiment,  then  transferred  to  the  Second  in  187L  and  was  mus- 
tered out  in  1872.  lie  was  elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  Second  Separate  Company  in 
May,  1887,  and  succeeded  Captain  Brown  in  January,  18iM),  as  capt.'iin  of  Company  M, 
First  Jiegimeut,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

Ayer,  Horace  R..  born  in  the  town  of  Berkshire,  May  21,  184G,  was  the  eldest  of  two 
children  of  William  J.  and  Sarah  (Chadwick)  Ayer.  William  xiyerwill  be  remembered 
by  residents  of  Richford  and  Berkshiie  as  one  of  the  most  energetic  and  prosperous 
farmers  of  the  latter  town.  His  labors  acquired  a  comfortable  fortune,  which  de- 
scends to  his  sons.  Horace  and  Hai'low.  William  J.  and  Sarah  Ayer  both  died  duiing 
the  year  1880.  Horace  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and  continued  his  residence  in 
Berkshire  until  some  seven  years  ago,  v/hen  he  moved  to  Richford  village  and  engaged 
in  the  business  of  supplying  the  Central  V^ermont  Railroad  with  wood,  and  with  which 
he  is  still  connected.  In  LnS-1  he  built  what  is  known  as  the  Opera  House  Rink,  the 
largest  and  most  comfortable  place  for  public  assemblages  in  liichford.  In  March,  1800, 
the  firm  of  H.  R.  Ayer  &  Co.  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
Sabin's  Ikeswax  Oil  ]*olish,  a  recent  invention  and  one  tliat  promises  well  to  those  en- 
gaged in  its  production.  October  31,  1800,  Horace  R.  Ayer  married  Hntlie  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Hubbnrd  Chamberlain,  of  Sheldon,  and  of  this  marriage  three  children  have  been 
born,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Boriglit,  Sheldon,  the  fourth  of  eiglit  children  of  Henry  and  Triphosa  Jane  (Sheldon) 
Boright,  was  born  in  Frelighsburgh,  P.  Q..  April  20,  1832.  His  father  M  as  a  farmer,  and 
on  the  farm  Sheldon  remained  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen,  when  he  went  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  with  a  brother,  where  he  worked  in  a  store.  About  two  years  later 
he  returned  to  Canada  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Nelson  Boright  and 
two  other  brothers,  in  which  business  he  continued  until  18G0,  when  he  sold  out  his  in- 
terest and  came  to  reside  in  Richford.  Here  he  established  a  general  store.  He  has  also 
been  engaged  in  various  other  business  enterprises.  In  the  s})ring  of  1800  he  built  and 
started  a  creamery  m  Richmond,  but  the  immediate  charge  of  this  business  is  entrusted 
to  his  son, Clin  ton  M.  Boright.  In  all  his  various  enterpiises,  especially  during  later  years, 
Mr.  Boright  has  had  a  valuable  assistant  ni  the  person  of  his  wife,  Rachel  R.  (Ruthe- 
ford)  Boright,  the  daughter  of  Major  Rutheford,  of  ^lonkton,  Vt.,  M'hom  he  married 
Marcli  10,  1SG2.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom  foui-  are  living,  vi/.: 
Ethel  L.,  Clinton  M.,  Eva  E..  and  Sheldon  R.  ]\Irs.  Rachel  R.  Boright  has  been  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  temperance  cause,  j^articularly  in  the  organization  of  a  juvenile 
temperance  society,  which  now  numbers  some  eighty  members.  She  is  also  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  Sunday-school. 

Combs.  Reuben,  a  native  of  Richford,  "was  born  March  27,  1820.  Plis  ])arents  were 
Caleb  and  Abigail  (Cross)  Combs,  and  the}'  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  v.-hom  Reuben 
was  next  to  the  oldest.  Caleb  Combs  was  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers  of  Rich- 
ford and  a  man  highly  esteemed  in  the  town.  He  left  to  his  children  a  good  inherit- 
ance. Reuben  was  brought  up  to  farm  work,  and  has  always  been  engaged  in  that  occu- 
pation. He  inherited  many  of  his  father's  characteristics,  and  is  known  and  acknowl- 
■edged  as  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town.  He  is  a  firm  Repuljlican  and  has  been 
frequently  honored  with  town  office.  In  1884  he  represented  tlie  town  m  the  state 
legislature;  in  1870  and  1880  he  was  one  of  the  selectmen;  was  lister  for  fourteen  of 
the  last  twenty-seven  years  :  and  has  been  justice  of  the  peace,  ^[r.  Combs  has  V^een 
twice  married,  his  first  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1851,  being  Harriet  M.  Farrar,  and  by 
her  he  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Harriet;  (Farrar)  Combs  died  in 
February,  1870.  His  second  wife,  whom  he  married  in  March,  1880.  was  Alice  (Stow) 
^Voods,  widow  of  Eugen  Woods,  of  Williston,  Chittenden  county.  The  farm  on  which 
Reuben  now  resides  comprises  350  acres,  and  is  situated  in  South  Richford. 
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Corliss,  Lorenzo  D.,  a  man  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  Richford,  was  a  native 
of  the  town,  being  born  in  1818,  the  sixth  child  of  Ephraim  and  Abigail  (Goll)  Corliss. 
At  the  age  of  about  twenty-three  years  young  Corliss  commenced  life  for  himself  by 
purchasing  and  improving  a  tract  of  land  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town.  Some  sixteen 
years  ago,  having  acquired  a  competency,  Mr.  Corliss  retired  from  the  farm  and  came  to 
reside  in  Hichford  village.  Sul)sequently,  however,  he  again  lived  on  the  farm  for  a  brief 
time.  In  1843  he  married  IMary,  a  sister  of  Judge  Silas  P.  Carpenter  and  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Carpenter,  of  Richford.  Np  children  have  been  born  to  them,  but  they  have 
adopted  a  daughter,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Edgar  G.  Garvin.  Aboue  the  time  of  the  war 
;Mr.  Corliss  was  town  representative  from  Richford.  He  has  also  served  as  town  lister, 
and  now  is  and  has  been  for  many  years  overseer  of  the  poor. 

Corliss,  William,  was  born  in  Richford  eighty  years  ago,  or  on  December  7,  18l<\  the 
third  of  twelve  children  of  Ej)hraim  and  Al.>igail  (Ooti)  Corliss.  Roth  the  surnames 
Corliss  and  GofT  stand  for  pioneeiship  and  respeotal)ility  in  Richford.  Ephraim  Corliss 
was  a  farmer,  and  on  the  farm  Williauj  lived  and  worked  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  lie  hired  out  by  the  month  for  some  two  or  three  years.  He  married  and  sOon 
afterwards  purchased  a  small  farm  of  105  acres  in  the  north  part  of  the  t.ov,-n,  on  which 
he  lived  until  1858,  when  he  bought  his  [>resent  large  farm,  but  still  owns  the  old  place. 
In  1833  Mr.  Corliss  married  Louisa  A.,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Carpenter,  by  whom  he 
had  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  Mrs.  Mary  Goll",  is  living.  Mr.  Corliss  com- 
menced his  business  life  with  a  debt  of  $1  for  a  pair  of  boots  and  $G  for  a  coat.  He  has 
been  active  in  town  as  well  as  in  ])ersonal  aflairs,  having  three  times  represented  Rich- 
ford in  the  General  Assembly.  He  has  also  been  selectman,  lister,  appraiser  of  real 
estate,  and  held  other  olFices  of  responsibility. 

Dailey,  John  S.,  was  descended  from  Revolutionary  stock.  His  grandfather  served 
during  that  war  and  participated  m  the  battle  of  Runker  Hill.  His  father  was  a  volun- 
teer substitute  during  the  Wrt  of  181*2.  John  S.  Hailey  was  born  at  LJarnet  in  1822, 
the  youngest  but  one  of  six  children  of  David  and  Fanny  Dailey.  Young  Dailey  lived 
with  his  parents  on  the  farm,  but  soon  after  becoming  of  age  he  went  to  Massachusetts, 
and  after  about  five  yeais  returned,  remaining  at  home  for  some  eight  years.  In  1855 
he  went  to  California  and  remained  two  years,  returning  in  the  fall  of  1856.  He  next 
went  to  St.  Johnsbury,  and  some  two  years  later  went  on  the  railioad  as  express  mes- 
senger. During  the  later  years  of  their  lives  Mr.  Dailey  cared  for  his  aged  parents 
until  their  deaths— the  father  in  18(31  and  the  mother  in  1870.  In  1871  he  came  to 
Richford  and  started  in  trade.  In  1857  he  married  Mahala  D.,  daughter  of  James  Gib- 
son, of  Canada,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  as  such  represented  the  town  of  Richford  in  1S84.  He  has  also  held 
several  other  town  oiTices^  and  has  several  times  declined  ofTered  positions  on  account 
of  business  interests. 

Garvin,  Edgar  G.,  the  enterprising  druggist  of  Richford,  was  a  native  of  Enosburgh, 
and  was  born  at  that  place  April  G,  1846.  His  father,  Samuel  S.  Garvin,  was  a  minister 
of  the  Second  Advent  church,  and  his  mother  was  Betsey  (Stetson)  Garvin,  and  of  their 
three  children  he  was  the  eldest.  The  father  had  charge  of  several  Advent  churches  in 
this  locality.  Some  nine  or  ten  years  ago  he  removed  to  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  with  part 
of  his  family,  where  he  still  resides.  \Vhen  old  enough  Edgar  G.  Garvin  began  work 
at  mechanical  employments,  antl  later  became  clerk,  serving  as  such  in  various  localities 
in  Franklin.  Chittenden,  and  Caledonia  counties.  In  18S5  he  established  a  drug  store  in 
Richford.  He  married  Sarah  A.,  daughter  by  adoption  of  Lorenzo  and  Mary  (Carpen- 
ter) Corliss,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three  children.  In  politics  Mr.  Garvin  is  a  Re- 
publican.   He  has  never  held  or  asked  for  political  oflice. 

Gibson.  George  W.,  born  in  Canada.  September  1.  1834,  is  the  son  of  James  and  La- 
mira  (Arms)  Gibson,  being  the  second  of  their  ten  children.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  until  about  seventeen.  Vv-hen  he  moved  to  Hanover,  N.  H.,  where  he  learned 
the  jeweler's  trade.    Coming  to  Richford  in  1859  as  a  journeyman  jeweler  he  was  in- 
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duced  to  ""set  up  a  business"  in  the  store  of  George  W.  Arms,  from  which  small  be- 
ginning has  grown  his  present  fine  business.  Alay  L').  1858.  he  married  Jane  E.  Shep- 
ard.  of  St.  Arniand.  P.  Q  ,  and  of  this  marriage  thirteen  children  have  been  born,  eight 
of  whom  are  living.  In  polities  Mr.  Gibson  is  a  Republican,  having  been  selectman  and 
justice  of  the  peace  for  tlurteen  years. 

Hamilton,  Nathan  F.,  lifth  of  the  eight  children  born  to  Hannilual  C.  and  Julia  E. 
(Thompson)  ITamillon.  was  born  in  iJerkshire.  November  IG.  1S45.  Hannibal  C.  Ham- 
ilton was  a  farmer.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  Nathan  F.  began  work  at  the  carpenters 
trade,  but  at  sixteen  he  enlisted  as  drummer  boy  in  Company  F,  Tenth  Vermont  Vol- 
unteers, and  served  about  two  and  a  half  years,  mitil  tlie  close  of  the  war.  He  then 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  brother.  Dr.  J.  H.  IJamilton.  which  he  dis- 
contirmed  after  a  year,  and  took  up  the  study  of  dentistry  under  the  direction  of  an- 
other brother,  Merrill  T.  Hamilton,  of  Newport,  Vt.  Nathan  F,  Hamilton  has  prac- 
ticed dentistry  in  Richford  for  about  sixteen  years,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  suigeon 
dentists  of  Northern  Vermont.  In  I8(J9  he  married  Nettie  C,  daughter  of  Alviu  GolF, 
of  liichford,  and  of  this  mai'riage  two  sons,  Claire  G.  and  Percy  Gofl',  have  been  born. 
Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  several 
years. 

Heath,  Henry  R.,  the  present  (1890)  capable  and  efllcient  selectman  of  the  town  of 
Richford,  was  born  in  that  town  February  14.  18^5,  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Mnvy  (Noyes) 
Heath,  and  of  their  eight  children  the  3'oungest  but  two.  Elisha  Heath,  son  of  the  pio- 
neer, Samuel  Heath,  was  the  tust  town  clerk  of  Richford.  Henry  R.  Heath  has  always 
lived  on  the  farm,  and  now  owns  and  occupies  the  old  Mark  Bannister  place,  compiis- 
ing  seventy-five  acres  of  land.  During  the  war  lie  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G, 
Thirteenth  Vermont  Volunteei-s,  and  served  in  all  about  thirteen  months,  first  with  the 
nine  months'  men  and  then  re-enlisted  in  the  one  year's  service.  In  1872  Mr.  Heath 
married  Cleora,  daughter  of  Stephani  Smith,  of  Jxichford.  They  have  had  oiic  daughter. 
Mr.  Heath  served  as  town  representative  m  the  state  legislature  in  1 890-91. 

Marcy.  David,  known  as  a  thrifty  and  enterprising  farmer,  came  to  reside  in  Rich- 
ford in  1880.  He  was  a  native  of  ]^Iontgomery,  a  son  of  Russell  S.  and  Nancy  (Fair- 
banks) Marcy,  and  the  youngest  but  one  of  their  seven  children.  His  father.  Russell  S. 
Marcy.  was  born  in  Stockbndge,  Mass.,  in  1800,  and  his  mother,  Nancy  Marcy,  was 
born  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  in  1804.  The  father  died  in  1:^84.  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years, 
and  the  mother  in  ls84.  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  David  Marcy  when  about  nineteen 
years  old  went  to  Massachusetts  and  worked  there  until  July,  1802,  when  he  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  H,  Thirty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  throughout  the  war,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  at  A}->[)omattox. 
He  has  in  his  possession  a  piece  of  the  famous  apple  tree,  which  is  a  cherished  souvenir. 
Comrade  Marcy  was  musteied  out  of  service  July  5,  1865.  and  returned  to  Richford, 
January  1,  1SG7.  He  married  Zippi.  daughter  of  liethuel  Stone,  of  F]den,  Larnoille 
county,  by  whom  he  had  one  child,  Russie  Marcy.  She  died  in  October,  1872,  ana 
March  G,  1875,  Mr.  Marcy  married  Lorri  I,,  adopted  daughter  of  Morris  Hendricks. 
Mr.  Marcy  is  an  extensive  farmer,  his  lands  in  Richford  comprising  180  acres.  He  has 
a  sugar  orchard  of  some  1/300  trees,  from  which  he  makes  annually  over  6,500  pounds 
of  maple  sugar. 

Mills,  Leonard  M.,  a  descendant  of  Vermont  ancestors,  was  boi-n  in  Sutton,  P.  Q., 
April  25,  1843.  the  second  of  eight  children  born  to  Reuben  and  Ruth  Mills.  The  older 
residents  of  Richford  will  remember  when  Reuben  ^^ills  had  charge  of  the  grist-mill 
there,  but  it  is  not  generally  known  that  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Moses  ]\lills, 
hewed  the  timber  used  in  the  construction  of  the  original  mill  on  the  site  in  1797. 
Leonard  Mills  svas  brought  u])  to  the  trade  of  his  father,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  became  engaged  in  this  business,  an<l  remained  six 
years.    In  1872  he  came  to  Richford  and  purchased  the  William  Golt' grist-mill,  which 
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he  has  since  owned  and  operated.  In  1S86  tlie  structure  was  substantially  rebuilt  and 
it  is  now  known  as  one  of  the  best  feed  and  orist-mills  in  the  county.  He  lias  been 
asked  to  accept  otiice,  but  has  always  declined.  In  1882  Mr,  Mills  married  Ruth, 
daughter  of  Ephi-aiin  Hawley,  of  whicb  marriage  one  child,  a  daughter,  has  been  born. 

Mitchell,  Frederick  W.,  the  well  known  druggist  and  proprietary  medicine  manufact- 
urer of  J^ichford,  was  born  of  Irish  ])arents  at  St.  .-Vrmand,  P.  Q.,  July  11,  1859.  His 
father  was  William  and  his  mother  was  .Margaret  Mitchell,  and  of  their  five  children 
Frederick  \V.  was  the  youngest.  He  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  his  fifteenth 
year,  when  he  went  to  East  Berkshire  and  entered  the  employ  of  W.  S.  Kublee.  Later 
he  was  clerk  in  the  store  of  Richard  Smith,  of  Richford.  About  1879  young  Mitchell 
started  a  drug  store  in  East  Berkshire,  which  he  continued  for  about  five  years,  when 
he  sold  out  and  came  again  to  Riehford,  purchasing  the  store  of  his  former  em])loyer, 
Richard  Sniitb.  In  1890  the  Richford  Chemical  Comi»any  was  incorporated  and  Mi-. 
Mitchell  was  chosen  its  president.  June  7,  1879.  Mr.  Mitchell  married  Ella  E.,  daugli- 
ter  of  0.  J.  Smith,  of  Richford.  Of  this  marriage  four  children  ha\e  been  liorn,  of 
whom  three  are  living. 

Noye«,  James,  a  pioneer  of  Richford,  came  with  his  family  to  that  town  in  18UG. 
Ills  children  were  Joseph,  Ilenr}',  ^fary,  Nathaniel,  Rufus,  and  Rhebe,  and  of  these 
only  Mary,  now  the  widow  of  Elijah  Heath,  is  living.  Joseph  Noyes,  the  oldest  .son, 
married  Philenda  Carpenter,  and  by  her  had  si.x:  children,  as  follows  :  Amos  M.,  Lucius  Y., 
Harvey  L.,  L.  ]\farvin,  and  Homer  B.  and  Heman  A.  (twins).  Amos  M.  Noyes  was  born 
in  Richford,  April  21,  1827.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  his  subsequent  life  has  been 
devoted  to  this  pursuit.  Mr.  Noyes  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whom  he 
wedded  in  ISGO,  was  Mary  A  nn,  a  daughter  of  M.  T.  Rtced,  of  Enosbnrgh,  and  by  her  he 
had  two  children.  Flora  and  Laura.  His  second  wife  was  Alida  A.,  the  daughter  of  Na- 
thaniel Sears,  widow  of  Lucius  Y.  Noyes,  and  by  her  he  had  four  children  :  George  S., 
Coralyn,  ^ilabel,  and  Mary.  Mr.  Noyes  has  also  been  interested  in  the  mill  business,  he 
and  his  father  having  built  in  1855  the  saw-mill  that  now  stands  on  Amos's  farm,  and 
is  what  is  known  as  the  upright  mill,  having  power  from  the  stream  leading  from  ILud- 
wood  Hill  Pond. 

Powell,  Charles  A.,  son  of  Herman  and  Julia  (White)  Powell,  was  l)0rn  in  Richford, 
May  IG,  1813.  In  18G2  he  enlistt^l  in  Company  F,  Tenth  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantiy, 
where  he  served  as  private  for  nearly  two  yeais,  when  he  was  made  second  lieutenant 
of  Compruiy  F,  Tenth  U.  S.  Colored  troops,  and  subsequently  was  promoted  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  the  same  company.  After  spending  several  years  in  farming  Mr.  Powell 
went  to  Massachusetts,  at  the  place  formerly  ICast  Medway,  where  he  managed  a  fancy 
stock  f*arm  for  tbiree  years.  He  then  leturned  to  Richford  and  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  I.  J.  Sweat  &  Co.,  jobbing  Iniilders,  manufacturers,  etc.,  and  about  the  same 
time  he  became  interested  in  mercantile  pursuits,  being  now  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Powell  Sc  Comings,  dealers  in  general  hardware.  Charles  A.  Powell  married,  Feb- 
ruary G,  18G7,  Mornilva.  daughter  of  Lucas  Kingsbury,  of  Fairfax,  of  which  marriage 
two  children  have  been  born.    Mr.  Powell  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Powell,  John  N..  born  in  Richford,  December  31,  1850.  is  the  son  of  George  N,  and 
Mary  (Barrows)  Powell,  George  N.  was  three  times  married,  his  second  wife  being 
Mary  Barrows,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  }klrs.  Rose  Kellogg,  of  Bo."=;ton,  and  John 
N.  He  was  a  wheelwright  and  farmer,  and  moved  from  Richfoi'd  to  Eden,  Lamoille 
county,  nearly  a  score  of  years  ago.  John  N.  Powell  lived  with  his  uncle,  Calvin  P. 
Dwyer,  till  his  death  in  1SG7,  when  the  charge  of  the  property  fell  on  him.  After  his 
uncle's  death  he  obt:iined  a  clerkship  in  the  store  of  another  uncle,  James  G.  Powell, 
and  subsequently  became  liis  partner,  a  relation  that  was  maintained  for  some  years. 
In  1S81  Mr.  Powell  buili  the  substantial  brick  building  he  now  occu]>ies,  and  started  in 
trade  on  his  own  account,  his  stock  being  general  merchandise.  In  })olitics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  been  frequently  honored  with  his  party's  nominations.    In  village 
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affairs  he  was  one  of  the  trustees  for  1889,  1890,  and  1891,  and  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  for  two  years.  September  19,  ISTl,  Mr.  Powell  married  Alice  I.,  daughter  of 
tTarnes  "Si.  Thayer,  of  Berkshire,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  one  of  whom,  J.  i3er- 
nice  Powell,  is  living. 

Rounds,  McKenzie  W.,  grandson  of  Reuben  Rounds,  a  pioneer  of  Richford,  was  born 
August  15,  1839.  His  father  was  William  and  his  mother  was  Fanny  (Heath)  Rounds. 
The  father  went  to  California  in  1849  and  died  there  witliin  two  yeai's.  When  a  young 
man  McKenzie  W,  Rounds  became  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Lester  Rounds,  and  in  ISG-J, 
having  saved  some  money,  he  went  into  business  for  himself  in  the  dry  goods  trade,  in 
which,  with  the.  exception  of  about  fifteen  years,  he  has  since  been  engaged.  In  18G5 
he  married  Abbie,  daughter  of  Gu\''  Pletclier.  In  politics  }>iv.  Pi,ouuils  is  a  staunch  Re- 
publican. He  held  the  oflice  of  postmaster  from  1865  to  1872  and  again  from  1880  to 
1885.  In  1872  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly.  Reu- 
ben Rounds,  the  gi-andfather  of  McKenzie  W.,  raised  to  maturity  a  family  of  fourteen 
children,  but  they  and  their  descendants  nearly  all  went  to  the  West,  leaving  but  few 
representatives  of  the  Rounds  surname  now  in  the  town. 

Sears,  Nathaniel,  a  pioneer  "in  the  county,  was  a  brother  of  Alden  Sears,  who  built 
the  hotel  known  now  as  the  Union  House.  Sherman  W.,  son  of  Nathaniel;  niarried 
Catherine  Cook,  and  had  by  her  eight  children,  of  whom  Frank  C,  born  May  30,  18-16, 
at  Duxbury,  Vt.,  was  the  second.  In  August,  186-1,  Frank  C.  with  his  father  enlisted 
as  recruits  in  Company  A,  Sixth  Vermont  Yolunteers,  serving  about  ten  months,  and 
both  being  mustered  out  of  service  at  the  close  of  the  war  on  June  11,  18G5.  Api-il  6, 
1868,  Mr.  Sears  married  Addie  C,  daughter  of  John  F.  Powell,  of  Richford.  In  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he  started  in  business  in  this  village  as  a  general  merchant,  in 
which  he  is  still  engaged. 

Stanhope,  Hiram  S.,  born  in  Richford.  March  8,  1816,  was  the  grandson  of  Joseph 
Stanhope,  a  pioneer  of  the  town.  His  parents,  Jose{)h,  jr.,  and  Zeljiah  (Nutting)  Stan- 
hope, had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Harriet,  Hirain  S.,  Eliza,  Miranda, 
Ezra,  Samuel,  Susanna,  Ruth,  Hazen,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Of  these  only  four, 
Hiram  S.,  Ezi-a,  Samuel,  and  Susanna,  are  liviniif.  Hiram  S.  Stanhof)e  has  always  Ijeen 
a  farmer,  and  his  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  between  Richford  and  Stevens 
Mills.  It  comprises  130  acres.  ^Ir.  vStanhoj^e  has  been  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
being  Lavina.  daughter  of  l^orter  Bliss.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children:  Charles, 
Luciuda,  Pruella,  Mary,  Amanda,  Juliette,  Orilla,  Leona,  and  Celinda.  His  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1866.  was  Lydia  Hendricks,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: Joseph  H.,  Gideon  S.,  and  Ethel  L.  Adeline  (Hendricks)  Stanhope  was  the 
daughter  of  Gideon  and  Adeline  (Barrett)  Hendricks,  both  of  whose  names  stand  for 
pioneers  of  Richford/ 

Willard.  William  Bliss,  only  child  of  Polly  and  Caleb  (Blis.'^)  Willard,  was  born  in 
Richford,  April  16,  1822.  Caleb  Willard  was  a  native  of  Hartford  and  his  wife,  Polly, 
of  Hartland,  Yt.  The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  came  to  Richford 
soon  after.  He  died  in  1886,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  William  B.  Willard 
has  always  lived  on  a  farm.  He  moved  to  his  present  residence  nearly  a  score  of  )'ears 
ago.  In  1871  he  built  the  steam  saw-mill  now  standing  a  few  rods  northeast  of  his 
house,  but  of  late  years  the  management  of  tliis  industry  has  been  entrusted  to  his 
son  and  son-in-law.  In  1884  Mr.  Willard  married  Lavina,  daughter  of  Stephen  Davis, 
of  Geoi  gia,  and  they  have  had  seven  children,  viz.:  Louisa  (Mrs.  W.  W.  Kinsley),  Oscar, 
Emma  Jane  (Mrs.  H.  H.  Rounds),  Sophronia,  William  D.,  Cora  (Mrs.  James  Cross),  and 
Etta,  William  B.  Willard  is  a  self-made  man,  having  commenced  life  with  very  small 
means.  He  has  been  prominent  in  Democratic  political  a&airs,  serving  as  selectman, 
lister,  overseer  of  the  ^oor,  and  justice  of  the  peace. 
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Sheldon. 

Gleed,  John  L,  son  of  John  Gleed,  a  noted  preacher,  \vas  born  in  England  and  came 
to  this  country  in  l.'^32.  He  .«;';ttled  in  Lamoille  county,  where  he  was  educated  at  the 
Lamoille  County  Grannnar  School  and  at  the  Belle  Mci^hieen  Seminary.  He  studied 
law  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Thomas  "Gleed,  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  antl  came  to 
Sheldon  in  L'^GS,  where  he  has  since  be(m  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In 
ISGS  Mr.  Gleed  was  ap?pinted  department  revenue  assessor.  He  was  twice  mnrried. 
His  rii>t  wife  was  Amelia  Scaile  and  his  second  wi\s  Josephine  Piper.  Tliey  have  four 
children. 

Chamberlin.  Ebenezer,  born  in  175-1  at  Great  Meadows,  Mass.,  came  to  Burlington, 
\^t.,  before  1790.  He  served  in  the  Uevohuionary  war.  He  married  Patty  Howe  and 
they  had  fourteen  children,  of  who)n  two  sons,  Maynard  and  Jolm,  served  as  soldiers 
in  the  War  of  1>>12  and  were  at  Plattsburgh,  and  another  son,  Henry,  settled  in  Sheldon, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  tanner  and  shoemalcer.  Henry  Chamberlin  was 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  town.  He  married  r)esire  ]Ii{)ley,  and  they  had  elcA  en 
children,  one  of  "whofn,  Heni'V  B.,  mari  ied  Priscilla  Bliss,  a  descendant  of  tlie  Bev.  John 
Bliss  who  settled  in  Helljron,  Conn.,  in  1713.  They  have  four  children:  John  E., 
ILjury  L.,  E.  K.,  and  Einma  E.  Jolm  E.  Chamberlin.  born  in  LS-13,  enlisted,  J uly  1'), 
L"^G3,  in  Company  G,  Sixrli  Vermont  Volunteers.  He  was  wounded  Sei^tembcr  I'.), 
18G4,  at  Winchester,  and  on  October  BMh  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek. 
September  23,  ISGl,  he  was  promoted  cor])oral,  and  January  3,  If^Go,  was  made  sei-- 
geant,  serving  as  such  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He  married  Annette  J^liss,  daughter  of 
William  Bliss.    They  have  four  children. 

Martin,  Giles,  came  to  Sheldon  at  an  early  day  and  married  Lovica  Sheldon,  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  Sheldon.  She  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Sheldon.  One  of  their 
sons,  Nathaniel  G.,.born  in  ]S14.  married  Anna  A.  Chamberlain.  Nathaniel  G.  Martin 
was  prominent  in  to\\'n  aflaii-s,  serving  as  selectman  for  seveial  years,  and  "was  elected 
representative  in  1>^GG  and  L^{)7.  He  died  in  L^.^-l,  leaving  a  family  of  six  children,  five 
daughters  and  one  son,  the  lattei-  being  Nathaniel  II.,  who  married  Arvilla  C.  Bandall. 
They  have  one  son,  Howell  N.  Their  only  daughter,  Anna  A.,  died  in  January,  1S9U, 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Mr.  Martin  is  tiie  largest  farmer  in  Siieldon,  having  a  farm 
ol  520  acres. 

Mason.  William,  I'Orn  in  Cheshire,  Mnss..  settled  in  Mnlone  in  1S0;5,  wliere  he  re- 
mained ;mtil  wiien  he  came  to  Sheldon  and  died  in  1S4G.  He  had  a  family  of 
eight  cliildren,  only  two  of  whom  settled  in  Sheldon.  Tiiey  were  Pliebe,  who  married 
J.  W.  Chadwick,  a  son  of  the  Amos  Chadwick  who  settled  in  Sheldon  in  1S04;  and 
!N[ercy,  who  marri*'d  John  J.  Towle,  a  son  of  Theopliilus  Towle.  who  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin in  ]S21  and  came  to  Sheldon  in  1854.  Mr.  Towle  was  a  farmer  and  one  of  the  fore- 
most men  of  his  town,  taking  an  active  interest  in  town  allairs.  He  died  in  LS.^iJ.  leav- 
ing William  M.,  a  teacher  in  New  York,  and  Harrison,  who  resides  in  Sheldon. 

St.  Albans. 

Bedard,  Spencer  S.,  was  born  in  Stanbridge.  P.  Q.,  April  21,  1S3S.  and  was  the  oldest 
of  three  children  born  to  John  and  Philena  C.  Bedard.  During  his  youth  his  father 
died  an<l  Spencer  S.  then  commenced  to  lea'-n  the  harnessmaker's  trade.  In  the  fall  of 
1856  he  came  to  St.  Albans,  but  after  al)Out  two  yeais  he  went  to  Montpelier.  In  the 
spring  of  1SG2  lie  went  to  Boston  and  found  employment,  but  three  years  later,  in  18(i5. 
he  returned  to  St.  All>an.<,  at  which  village  he  has  since  resided.  On  coming  to  this  place 
Air.  liedard  entered  into  partnership  with  his  l)roiher.  J.  A.  Bedard,  and  purchased  the 
harness  business  formerly  conducted  by  H.  M.  Stevens,  but  to  this  they  added  a  trade 
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in  carriages;  and  after  tlie  firm  dissolved —  having-  been  in  trade  some  twelve  years  — 
the  harness  business  was  continued  by  the  brother,  while  Spencer  took  charge  of  the 
carriage  trade  and  has  since  carried  it  on.  ]^esides  this  Spencer  S.  was  for  a  time  en- 
gaged in  tlie  boot  and  shoe  business  and  in  the  clothing  business  at  Rouse's  Point.  N.  Y. 
^[r.  Bedard  has  not  Iteen  unknown  in  the  political  histoiy  jf  St.  Albans,  as  about  1S70 
he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  held  that  ollice  about  ten  years.  In  ]SSO  he 
was  chosen  associate  judge  of  the  County  Court,  and  so  continued  for  two  years.  In 
L'^So  and  ISSG  he  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  his  town,  and  in  the  fall  of  lSS(i  lie  was 
elected  town  representative.  Jn  the  legislature  Judge  Bedard  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittees on  Ways  and  Means  and  on  Claims.  In  religious  matters  he  and  his  family  are 
meml-ors  of  the  Congregational'  church.  On  arriving  in  Montpelier  in  ]8(i0  Mr.  Ik'durd 
married  Snrah  L.  Clark.  They  have  had  three  ohildien  :  rfennie  (wife  of  F.  Irvin 
Dutcher),  Sarah  Grace.  ;ind  I'^rcderick  S.  ^[r.  I>edard"s  mothei-  was  of  American  birih, 
but  of  English  descent.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  l>oin  in  France.  His  })atern.'d 
grandfather  was  of  J)atch  extraction. 

Boynton,  Samuel  IL,  was  born  in  Burlington  in  1815,  and  became  a  resident  of  St. 
Albans  in  LS39,  locating  at  the  place  fannliarly  calleil  l^arsonsville,  where  he  became  en- 
gaged in  tanning.  Ue  soon  sold  out  and  acted  as  overseer  for  Smith  t^'  ^Vhlting,  who 
were  also  tanners  at  the  same  place.  In  184!)  Mr.  iioynton  married  Caroline  .M.,  daugh- 
ter of  Ahnon  and  granddaughter  of  Reuben  TuUar,  the  pioneer.  The  children  of  Sam- 
uel II.  and  Caroline  Boynton  are  Frank  and  Gates  C.  Mrs.  Boynton  died  in  1809.  1'he 
farm  on  which  Mr.  Boynton  lives,  and  in  which  he  has  a  life  estate,  comprises  '200  acres. 

Brunson,  Lyman,  was  a  pioneer  of  North  Hero,  having  settled  there  about  178';.  To 
his  marriage  witii  -Tanette  Strong  were  born  seven  cluldren  :  Esther,  Mary,  Ui  i;di, 
David  S.,  Carlisle  T.,  William  Henry,  and  Hannah.  William  Henry  Brunson.  now  liv- 
ing in  St.  Albans,  was  boi'n  in  February,  1810.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  came  to 
St.  Albans,  and  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier  under  Stephen  Jjawrence.  In 
18315  he  married  Harriet,  daughter  of  Jo6e])h  Sniith,  of  Georgia,  and  by  her  had  a  fam- 
ily of  five  ^children, 'viz.:  George  S.,  a  resident  of  St.  Albans  and  a  magnetie  healer  of 
some  prominence:  Sanford  F.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.:  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  Sanford  J. 
Brigham;  Fklwin  J.,  of  St.  Albans;  and  Willard  E..  deceased. 

Cook,  Nelson,  the  eldest  of  the  fourteen  children  of  Thaddeus  Cook,  of  Georgia,  was 
born  April  7,  1817.  Ho  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  st'ventecn  years  went 
to  New  York  state,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  Returning  he  married  Lura 
Brown,  of  St.  Albans,  and  then  removed  to  New  York.  About  iSoO  he  settled  in  St. 
All)ans.  During  the  war  he  started  in  the  grocery  business  at  the  Bay,  and  has  so  con- 
tinued to  the  preseiTt  day,  but  the  immediate  control  of  this  business  is  in  charge  of  his 
son,  Avhile  Mr.  Cook  looks  after  his  lands  and  boats.  In  1890  ^Ir.  Cook  bought  the 
Jewett  Tile  Works,  just  over  the  Georgia  line.  The  children  of  his  marriage  with  Lura 
]>rown  were  Charles,  Louisa,  Dwiglit  F.,  Elinas  M.,  and  one  who  died  unnamed.  Mr. 
Cook  is  a  Democrat.  In  1868  he  was  selected  for  the  office  of  postma^ter,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  about  two  years. 

Corliss  Family,  The. — John  Corliss  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  and  a  pioneer  of 
SL  Albans,  having  settled  in  that  town  prior  to  1S2(\  His  wife  was  Jane  Todd,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Todd,  who  ^\  as  somewhat  prominent  during  the  Revolutionary  period. 
The  children  of  John  and  Jane  (Todd)  Corliss  were:  Mai'tm  J,,  of  St.  Ali)ans;  Ozro, 
of  Ellenburgh,  N.  Y.:  Daniel,  of  Swanton ;  John  R.  and  Levi,  of  St.  Albans:  and 
Samuel,  who  died  in  infimcy.  John  Corliss  was  a  farmer  on  land  now  owned  i)y  Ches- 
ter Collins.  He  died  in  l^.'^w.  in  BakersP.eld,  to  which  town  he  had  previously  moved. 
His  wife  died  Api  il  19,  L^'JO.  John  R.  Corliss  married  Lovica  lOaton,  November  20. 
1S.")0,  and  had  these  children:  Lester,  a  merchant  in  St.  Albans;  Clnrk,  who  resides 
Avitli  bis  father  :  and  O/.ro.  of  Barlow  county,  Kan.  Marl  in  J.Corliss  was  born  Octo1>er  27. 
1821,  and  was  brought  up  oh  the  farm.  April  29,  18  ItJ,  he  married  Paulina  Skinner 
and  they  had  nine  children  :  John  A.,  Mirza  G.,  Jo<e[>h  A  ,  Mary  L.,  Amy,  Daniel,  Nor- 
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null,  All)L'i-t  X..  ami  r;eo!;je  A^kli^un,  wiio  died  in  inr;inc}\  Martin  J.  Corliss  is  a  suc- 
cessful faimer,  owning  250  acres  in  the  norllnvest.  part  of  St.  Albans.  lie  was  a  soldier 
during-  the  late  war  in  the  Twelfth  Vermont  Regiment,  lie  also  saw  some  service  dur- 
ing the  famous  Papineau  war.  Lc.'vi  O.  Corliss  was  hoin  in  St.  Albans,  April  12,  1831. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  entered  the  employ  o-f  S.  Skinner,  driving  ihrtc  yoke 
of  oxen  on  a  breaking  i)low  at  ,S-l  j)er  month.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years  he  was 
obliged  to  seek  lighter  employment  owing  to  poor  health.  Sej)tember  28,  1851,  he 
married  Almira  P.  Griffin,  of  St.  All)ans,  and  they  had  six  children  :  Herbert  0.,  Sarah  J., 
Orson  W.,  Ruby  A.,  Etta  M..  and  Almira  ]l.  '  His  wife  died  June  2(;.  18G2.  and  No- 
vember 1st  following  he  mari  ied  i-^iiza  W..  (.laughter  of  Solomon  Cleveland,  of  Franklin, 
Vt.  They  had  two  children  :  Charles  \j.  and  Gracie  M.  In  1809  Levi  Corliss  and 
family  moved  to  JCllenburgh,  X.  Y..  wl^ere  he  became  eng"aged  in  farming  and  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  but  'v.\  bS85  he  returned  to  St.  Albans  J^ay,  M'liei'e  now  resides. 

Herrick.  James,  one  of  the  early  settlci-s  of  Sheldon,  Vt.,  came  to  this  locality  fr^m 
Dutchess  county,  X'.  Y.  lie  was  a  surveyor,  and  ran  the  town  lines,  and  at  one  time 
owned  about  half  the  town.  He  liad  seveial  children,  Leander,  Samuel  11,  Lama, 
Lucy,  and  Louisa  being  the  names  of  those  now  recalled.  Sanniel  B.  Herrick  married 
Alma  Hull,  of  Kairtield,  and  tiiey  had  four  children  :  Laura  S.,  l^oUy  E.,  Alexander  H., 
and  La  Fayette  H.  La  Fayette  J  full  Hei  rick  was  born  April  oO,  ISIO,  and  was  brought 
up  to  do  farm  work.  Xovendier  18()(),  he  married  Spaulding  Du<;los,  a  meuiberof  a 
prominent  Sheldon  family,  and  they  had  two  children,  Ernest  D.  and  Alma  Louisa,  both 
of  whom  are  living  at  home.  Mr.  Herrick  lived  for  many  years  in  Sheldon.  He  then 
moved  to  Swanton,  thence  back  to  Sheldon,  and  then  to  St.  Albans  in  1SS7,  where  he 
became  the  owner  of  the  Duclos  farm,  formerly  the  James  JJrooks  place.  Mr.  Herrick 
is  devoted  to  the  farm,  and  takes  but  little  pail  in  town  atlairs.  He  is  not  connected 
with  any  religious  societ}',  but  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  liaptist  church. 

Holdridge,  Ancil,  will  be  well  remembered  by  tlie  middle  aged  men  of  St.  Albans, 
particularly  by  those  who  were  associated  with  him  dm-ing  his  life  with  in  army.  He 
was  not  a  soldiei-  w'ho  carried  a  gun  or  fought  in  a  battle,  but  his  duty  called  him  to  the 
hospital  tent,  caring  for  the  sick  and  wounded  as  tliey  weix'  brought  from  the  batlle- 
lield.  In  this  splu.'re  his  services  were  important,  both  to  sud'ering  humanity  and  the 
govermnent.  His  direct  association  was  with  the  Christian  Connnission.  He  died  in 
May,  18SI-.  Ilis  wife  was  Cornelia,  daug^hter  of  Reuben  Tulier  I>y  the  lattei's  marriage 
with  Maiy  Cooley.  Two  -chihlren  were  boi-n  to  them.  Cornelia  and  Caiherine.  By  a 
former  marriage  with  Esther  Yates  Mr.  Tulier  had  eleven  children.  The  children  of 
Ancil  and  Cornelia  Holdridge  v.  t^-e  Milo,  who  died  in  1888.  an<l  Frederick.  Ancil  and 
Cornelia  wvw.  married  in  1811.  ■ 

Pierce,  ^Villard.  was  born  at  wStanbi'idge.  P.  <^).,  Sejitember  -J,  1831,  the  son  of  Var- 
num  and  Philoma  Pierce,  flis  early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm,  but  ai  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years  he  came  to  St.  Albans  to  work  for  his  micle.  Curtis  Pierce,  m  the  hoten,>usi- 
ness.  In  1801  \Yillard  Pierce  bought  the  St.  Albans  House,  which  he  still  owns,  and 
went  into  business  for  himself.  To  the  old  hotel  he  has  made  frequent  additions,  so 
that  the  present  buildmg  bears  but  little  i-esemblance  to  the  original.  Mr.  Pierce  nnu-- 
ried  Sarah  Gray,  formerly  of  Kingston,  X.  Y.,  and  has  five  children, — three  sons  and 
two  daughters. — all  of  whom  are  living.  He  has  resided  in  St.  Al'iums  since  his  first 
coming  to  tiie  place,  at  times  having  proprietorship  of  Ins  hotel,  at  others  leasing  it.  but 
of  late  years  it  has  lieen  continually  leased,  while  its  owner  gives  his  attention  to  his 
other  mterests,  which  are  quite  extensive. 

Prindle,  Amos  D.,  who  was  l)orn  in  FaiiTield,  was  tlie  eighth  child  of  nine  children  liorn 
to  -kfartin  ami  Phebe  (Leach)  Prindle.  ]»ioneers  in  Fairfield,  the  sottlemeiit  of  their  fam- 
ilies being  earlier  than  Isou.  ^^artin  Prindle  was  familiarly  called  "Judcre."  from  the 
fact  of  his  long  hohling  tiie  ohice  of  Justice  in  tlie  town.  Amos  D.  Prindle.  in  181I-. 
married  Maria,  daughter  of  Ami  U'ilson.  of  Fairfax,  and  they  had  two  children:  Alvah 
\y.,  now  in  charge  of  the  large  farm  in  St.  Albans,  and  Fred  D.,  now  living  at  John- 
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son,  Vt.  Ill  1S70  Mr.  Prindle  c:iine  from  ]'\airli(jld  to  Sr.  AHians  and  bouf^du  the  Addi- 
son Farnsw'ortli  pro[)erty  of  33(5  acres,  lying  southeast  of  the  village.  He  was  a  suc- 
cessful raid  prospero\is  farmer,  but  an  unfortunate  stroke  of  paral3''sis  in  ISSS  prostrated 
liim.  The  care  and  management  of  the  large  farm  then  fell  upon  Alvah  W.  Prindle.  The 
latter  married  Alice  L.  Rav,  of  Ilinesburgh.  Fred  D.  Prindle  iriarried  Delia  Chase,  of 
Jay. 

Srilphen,  Corneliu-,  the  ance.'^tor  of  a  large  and  respected  line  of  descendants  in  the 
region  of  Northern  Vermont,  came  from  New  Hampslhre  to  Swanton  in  ISIO  with  his 
family  on  an  old  ox-sled  drawn  by  a  pair  of  three-year-old  steers.  The  famil}''  at  that 
time  comprised  a  nimiber  of  childien.  among  them  being  Sally,  Susjumah,  ^Eaiy, 
Naney,  Betsc}',  William,  Charles,  and  Cornelius.  There  were  others  who  did  not  come  to 
tins  locality.  Cornelius  mari'ied  Debornh  Neal,  and  Ity  her  had  the  following  children  : 
George  diaries  W.,  Martha  L.,  and  Warren  C.  George  W.  Stil[)hen,  the  promi- 
nent repre.sentative  of  the  family  now  in  St.  Albans,  was  boi  n  February  5,  ISiiO,  an<l  was 
brought  up  on  the  farm  and.  to  farm  work,  but  he  has  become  one  of  the  most  extensive 
buyer.^^  and  dealers  in  this  region.  His  investments  in  this  locality  have  l)rought  advan- 
tageous results,  as  he  is  looked  upoii  as  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the  town.  De- 
cember 23,  1858,  lie  married  Catherine  T;.  Bishoj),  by  whom  he  had  tv/o  children,  Kate 
},[.  and  George  WilHam.  In  politics  Mr.  Stilphen  is  a  J)eniocrat.  IJis  grandfaihei*  and 
Charles  Stilphen  were  af  the  battle  of  Plattsburgh. 

Stratton,  Joe  If.,  tiie  well  known  proprietor  of  Strat ton's  Hotel,  was  born  in  St.  Ar- 
majid,  Canacha,  June  18J0.  He  was  a  son  of  Pobei  t  and  Aim  (Taylor)  Stiatton,  and 
of  tiieir  children  was  the  sixth.  When  Joe  was  thirteen  years  old  his  father  died,  and 
the  family  then  canje  to  the  town  of  Franklin  and  lived  with  Jlobert  Stratton,  Jr.,  older 
son  of  lioltert  and  Ann  Stratton.  Here  Joe  H.  resided  and  woikcd  on  the  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-four,  when  ho  commence<l  buying  butter  and  produce.  In  ]^^GS  he 
went  to  California,  where  lie  remained  three  years,  but  on  returning  became  engaged 
in  the  butter  busmess,  and  continued  in  the  same  more  or  less  actively  until  1^^8o.  In 
1887  he  rented  the" St.  Albans  House  and  managed  it  one  year,  after  which  lie  became 
landlord  of  the  Windsor  House  at  C)gdensburg,  remaining  at  that  place  a  yeai-  or  so. 
Peturning- to  St.  Albans  Mr.  Stratton  leased  tije  Franklin  ilouse  at  tlie  corner  of  Fair- 
field and  South  Main  street;?,  changed  its  nrnne  to  Stratton's  Hotel,  and  here  he  has 
ever  since  been  found  in  the  capacity  of  host.  In  187o  ^fr.  Stratton  married  ]\rarcia 
Clement,  of  Franklin,  and  they  have  one  child.  Landlord  Stratton  is  not  unknown  to 
the  political  liistory  of  the  co'inty.  In  the  fall  of  18S6  he  was  the  Pepublican  nomniee 
for  the  odice  of  sheriff,  but  there  was  a  general  bolt  on  the  part  of  many  Kepuljlicans 
on  account  of  a  dtssatisfaction  with  other  parts  of  the  county  and  state  ticket,  and  at 
the  polls  Mr.  Stratton  Avas  sacrificed  with  nearly  all  other  candidates  for  county  otlices. 
But  it  is  doubtful  wh.ether  an  opposing  candidate  of  less  strength  than  Captain  Jven- 
ncdy  could  have  beaten  Mr.  Stratton  for  the  shrievalty. 

Sturtevant,  Smith  Clark,  was  born  at  Wey bridge,  A't.,  October  2,  1815,  and  v.-as  for 
more  than  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death  a  conductor  on  the  Verujont  Central  and 
Central  Vermont  Pailroads.  He  was  a  valued  employee,  but  the  lamental>le  accident 
of  Februar}^  G,  1887,  cost  him  his  life.  y\r.  Sturtevant  was  a  soldier  during  the  late 
war,  having  enlisted  at  ]\[idd!ebury  in  Company  B,  Fifth  Vermont  Infantiy.  He  mar- 
ried, November  28,  18<">5,  Emmerette  Church,  wlio  bore  him  seven  children,  as  follows: 
^[arshall  C,  Fred  IL.  Verne.  Edgar  S..  Ina  ikdle.  Clyde  E.,  and  Frank  F.  Mrs.  Sturte- 
vant, widow. of  Smitfi  Clark  Sturtevant.  on  February  20,  1889,  was  married  to  Alton  C. 
Dean. 

Tuller,  ]\Ielancton,  Avas  born  in  St.  Albans  in  1>.34,  the  son  of  Oman  and  Persis  Tul- 
ler.  Oman  Tuller  was  the  head  of  a  numerous  family,  his  children  numbering  twelve. 
T)f  these  Melancton  Avas  the  youngest.  He  Avas  reaied  on  the  farm  and  has  devoted 
liis  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  reward  for  his  labors  has  been  reason al.)ly  fair, 
for  his  is  an  excellent  farm  and  its  surroundings  and  appointments  are  desirable.  Me- 
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lancton  Tuller  married  Hattic,  daughter  o£  Cnrlton  Wriglit.  of  St.  Albans.  They  have 
no  children. 

Walker,  Lewis,  was  a  pioneer  of  St.  AH^ans,  setthng  there  about  1791.  One  of  his 
children  was  Edward  C.  Wali^er,  who  was  born  on  ilie  farm  on  which  his;  son,  William 
P.  Walker,  now  lives,  in  the  south  [tart  of  the  town,  on  March  28.  1805.  His  life  was 
passed  on  this  same  farm.  He  married  ]\oby  C,  dniighter  of  David  Clark,  by  whom  he 
had  these  children  :  Leonora  ]\L,  who  married  Horace  Jennison  :  William  P.,  now  liv- 
ing on  the  home  farm  :  and  Havid  C.  who  died  in  infancy.  William  V.  Walker  mar- 
ried Mary  Jane  Cox,  and  had  two  children,  Aima  II.  and  Edward  C.  William  Walker 
Hved  on  the  farm  until  he  was  of  ag-e,  and  then  went  to  Jiurlington.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  war  he  was  .assistant-nuai  terniaster  at  the  ^farine  lios[iital,  ^vi)ich  position 
he  held  for  three  years.  Later  lie  was  m  trade  at  Si  Albans  village,  from  18Gb  to  1^S.■5, 
but  he  has  always  regarded  the  old  farm  as  his  only  home,  and  retired  there  after  clos- 
ing out  I'-usiness  at  the  village.  Mr.  Walker  is  a  lirm  Democrat,  living  in  a  sn-ongiy 
Kepublican  town,  yet  he  was  overseer  of  the  poor  for  fourteen  years  and  justice«for 
twelve  years. 

Whittemore,  Richard,  who  was 'born  in  Massachusetts,  came  with  his  fannly  and  set- 
tled on  Johnny  Cake  Hill  about  179!).  He  had  four  chiuiren  :  Sai-ah  ]5ech'ett,  who  mar- 
ried Josiah  Smith;  John,  who  married  Aluna  Kingsbury:  Polly,  who  married  Amos 
Clai-k;  and  Eliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Fiench.  llichard  Whittemore  died  in 
1805,  aged  thirty-six  years,  and  his  wife  in  185'!.  aged  eighty-nine  years.  The  children 
of  .lohn  and  Aluna  (Kingsl)ury)  Whittemore  were  liodnry  :  Cordelia  M..  who  married 
Lucius  Hulburt;  Eli:';a  French:  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Dr.  S.  S.  Clark;  and  Helen,  who 
married  Henry  M.  Miller.  The  second  wife  of  J<;hn  was  Samantha  M.  Sallbrd,  by 
whom  he  had  one  child,  ^faria,  wife  of  liev.  K.  \\.  Alden,  of  ^finnesota.  Kodney  Whit- 
temore was  reared  on  die  farm,  and  the  old  home  of  his  father  is  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  him.  }Ie  desired  to  retain  it.  and  upon  tin-  dcatii  of  his  father  he  purchased 
the  interests  of  the  other  heirs.  The  father  died  iti  18>5,  aL  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  Podney  Whittemore  bears  the  title  oi  Judge,"  which  came  through  his 
incumbency  of  the  position  of  associate  judge  of  the  County  Courts  in  ]88(i  and  ]S87. 
He  has  also  held  the  otliee  of  count}'  commissioner.  In  {tolitics  he  has  generally  been 
associated  with  the  JJepul.^lican  j)arty.  but  of  late  yi-ars  he  has  alhliated  with  the  Prohi- 
bitionists, For  many  years  Judge  Whittemore  has  In-en  proiuinently  identified  with 
the  Congregational  church.  Li  \^4'2  he  ma!ri<*d  Maria  V.  West,  by  Avhom  he  had  two 
children.    His  wife  died  in  ]."^7-i.  and  in  1S75  he  n;arried  Cora  H.  Sharp. 

Wilson,  Ro'jert,  came  from  ^s'ew  Mamp^hireat  an  early  day  and  settled  in  St.  Albans. 
He  had  nine  children  :  Anderson.  Ivobert  Ihooks.  James.  Sanmel.  Sarah.  John.  Patty, 
and  Polly,  all  of  whom  are  (h^ccased.  The  boys  except  John  went  to  Bangor,  N.  Y. 
John  married  Lucretia  Spurr,  of  Sr.  Albans,  and  had  eight  ciiildi-en  :  Paulina,  James 
P.,  John,  AVilliam  P>..  Sarah  Ann.  Kayniond  S..  Mary,  and  Georiit'.  of  whom  only 
James  P.  is  now  living.  The  latter  marrievi  Lydia  i>.,  daughrer  t>i'  ^ViI!ard  Ji-well,  and 
by  lier  had  two  children,  viz.:  Julia  D..  who  inarrie(l  11.  L.  Samson,  ibe  entt'rjM-ising 
proprietor  of  the  Lake  Yiew  Hou<e  at  the  famous  fishincr  g'  omais  of  the  Gieat  I>ack 
Bay,  and  Charles  Jvlgar,  now  deceased.  The  children  of  Ilciny  L.  and  Julia  D.  Sam- 
son are  Wilson  J..  George  H.  (deceasL-d ),  and  .^tewart  L. 

Wood,  Seymour  H.,  Avasborn  in  Swanton.  April  19.  L^ll.  1 1  e  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  Swanton  Arailfiny,  ari.i  iivt*.]  un  the  home  farm  umil  eighteen 
years  of  age.  In  LS59  he  came  to  ."^t.  A'.i  ans  an<I  bcranie  a  clerk  in  the  liardwarc  store 
of  George  H.  Farrar,  remaining  tiu  re  m:t;l  l^^.i.  In  .Viuai  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  First  A^ermont  Yoiunicers.  and  wa--  mu-tfit-d  out  :\\  August  following.  In 
August,  18G2,  lie  re-enlisted  in  Comj'any  l„  F:rst  \'crm<»nt  Ca\ ahy.  entering  as  ser- 
geant, and  was  wounded  at  Hairarstown,  .Mtl..  July  •;.  L^C.;.  In  Drct'iiibt-r,  18<i;;.  while 
in  camp  at  Stevensburg,  Ya..  he  wai!  attackeil  w:th  inihi!nnrat<)ry  riieuniati>m,  was  sent 
to  the  general  hospital,  was  tr;'.nsi'erred   to  the  \  eteran  Ih-serve  Corp-,  and  was  dis- 
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chai-ged  in  1805.  Mi-.  AVood  is  familiarly  known  as  '•Major,"  a  title  that  came  to  him 
hy  reason  of  service  in  the  \"errnont  militia,  lie  assisted  in  I'aisini:  the  company  called 
the  Jlansom  Guard.  For  twelve  years  Major  Wood  was  in  the  tlour,  feed,  and  j^iain 
business  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Weeks  Sc  Wood,  and  was  afterwards  alone  in  tlie  same 
business.  lie  sold  out  to  become  depnty  collector  under  General  Wells,  and  when 
Benedict  su(;cee<leii  to  the  collectorship  he  became  deputy  collector  in  charge  of  t'he  St. 
Albans  oflite,  a  })Osition  he  now  holds. 

Wyman.  Charles,  born  in  Chei.--ea.  Orange  county,  ^'t..  February  18,  182G,  was  the 
sixth  of  seven  children  born  to  Daniel  and  Anna  (Wilson)  Wyman.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen Charles  -went  to  live  ^^■ith  a  relative,  and  learned  the  ti'ade  of  jev.'cler  and  A\'al'-Ii- 
maker,  working  nndev  the  dir'e(.'ti(jn  of  Foster  Gi'ow.  Tliis  0C('U}»ied  his  time  foi-  seven 
yeai-s,  or  nntil  his  maiority,  when  he  came  to  St.  Albans  and  became  a  je^velel•  j.nd 
watchmaker  in  the  store  of  A.  11.  Huntington.  Two  years  later  he  became  ^Ir.  Hunt- 
ington's i^artuer  in  business,  a  relation  that  contiinied  until  ISoO.  when  John  ^Vyman, 
brothel-  of  Charles,  purchased  an  interest,  and  the  tii-m  was  changed  to  C.  J.  Wyman. 
In  ]8G'2  John  Wyman  retired  and  Klihu  Huntington  succeeded  to  his  interest,  and  the 
new  firm  of  Wyman  &  Huntington  continued  for  about  six  years,  when  Charles  became 
sole  proprietor.  Fn  18S7  John  Daniel  AVyman,  son  of  Cliarles,  became  a  pai'tner  with 
his  fatlier,  and  then  the  present  firm  of  Charles  Wyman  k  Son  was  formed.  Although 
,the  senior  partner  of  this  frni  has  found  the  greater  {)art  of  his  life  employed  with  bus- 
iness cares  and  responsil)ilities  he  has,  nevertlieless,  found  time  to  takx-  an  :'iOtive  intei- 
est  in  the  a  flairs  of  the  town.  He  was  once  representative  from  St.  All>ans  and  has 
been  grand  juroi'  and  village  trustee,  being  president  of  the  board  for  two  yeai's.  In 
religious  aflairs  ]\Ir.  Wyman  has  been  prominent  in  the  Congregationarchnich.  and  has 
been  one  of  the  deacons  for  more  than  twenty  years.  On  Xovcmber  8,  1848,  Charles 
Wyman  married  Maria  E.  Densmore,  of  Chelsea,  of  which  marriage  two  children  have 
been  born,  John  I),  and  Anna  ^Liria. 

Younger,  George,  was  born  at  Essex.  Y.,  Februaiy  1.^,  ]8"J0.  ihe  son  of  Archibald 
•  and  Margaret  (Brown)  Younge)-,  and  the  second  of  their  seven  cliildren.  The  father 
was  a  tailor,  and  to  that  trade  George  was  brought  up.  In  184.*!  he  came  to  the  Bay 
and  opened  a  tailor  shop,  making  the  clothing  for  the  people  of  the  town  who  could 
then  alTord  the  luxmy  of  tailor-made  garments.  After  woi-king  about  eighteen  years 
Mr.  Y'ounger  started  a  grocery  on  a  sn^.ail  scale,  but  gradually  increased  his  popularity 
and  capacity  untd  no  country  store  in  the  region  is  better  stocked  and  patroni^^ed  tlian  his. 
In  1850  he  inan-ied  ]Mary  Watson,  and  they  have  had  three  cliildren.  George  A,,  William 
W..  and  Nellie  Jane,  the  latter  now  the  wife  of  Andrew  Simpson,  of  Southbridge.  ^Mass. 
The  sons  are  engaged  in  business  witli  their  father.  In  1870,  under  Grant,  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  at  the  Bay,  and  held  that  olhce  until  succeeded  by  Nelson  Cook  in 
1888:  but  two  years  later,  in  January^  18M0,  Mr.  Younger  was  re-a].>pointed. 

S  WANTON. 

Atwood,  Jonathan,  was  born  in  ^[iddleboro.  Mass.,  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  (bed  in  that  place  in  1832,  aged  eighty-four  years.  By  his  wife,  Mary  Reed  Atwood, 
he  had  four  childien.  JUioda,  Mary,  John,  and  Daniel  L.  'J'he  latter  was  born  in  Ply- 
mouth. Mass..  in  ]S14,  and  died  in  Midd'eboro.  ^Lass.,  at  the  age  of  eigh.ty-four.  He 
married  }*Iary  Whitmarsh.  of  ^fiddleboro,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Standish) 
Whitmarsh,  and  his  childi-en  ^\  ere  "W  illiam,  Daniel  W..  Mary  L.,  and  Georg-e  F.  The 
latter,  born  in  Middleboro, -I uly  7.  1810,  came  to  Swanton,  July  10,  1881.  He  built  the 
Barnes  block,  Beernan  Ih-oihers'  building,  and  the  Atwood  Mainifactnring  Company's 
building,  of  whicli  latter  company  he  i.-.  ])resident.  Mr.  AtwoO(i  served  in  Company  B. 
iMghteenth  ^rassaclmsetts  Volunteers,  during  the  Avar,  was  jiromoted  to  lirst  sergeant 
Augiist  23,  l^Gl,  and  lionorably  discharged  in  February,  1802.  for  disability.  His 
father,  Daniel  I/.  Atwood.  was  colonel  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Massachusetts  militia. 
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George  F.  Atvvood  married  Juliette  McCoy,  of  Gilsor,  N.  II.,  daughter  of  Osmau  and 
Miranda  (Mansfield)  McCo}--,  and  they  have  four  children,  !Mary  M.  (deceased),  Eva  M. 
(deceased),  Hattie  B.,  and  Georgia  P.  He  was  connnandant  of  the  (t.  A.  R  and  is  now 
surgeon  of  tlie  post.  lie  is  a  very  active  and  enteri)ri$ing  man  in  town  alVairs,  and  takes 
a  promint'ul  part  in  all  mattei's  contlncive  to  the  welfai-o  of  the  conimunity. 

Ayeis,  E.  A.,  son  of  AUx-rt  and  Sarah  Ayers,  was  born  in  Bakersfield.  Vt.,  and  grad- 
uated at  J^righarn  Academy  in  Ijakersfield  in  May.  1882.  He  commenced  the  practice 
of  law  in  Swanton,  A  t.,  January  1.  1887,  where  he  is  now  living,  and  enjoys  a  lucrative 
and  constantly  increasing  clientage. 

Babbott,  Jacob,  was  born  in  1701,  served  in  the  Revolutionar}'-  war.  an<l  died  in  Ala- 
bama, Genesee  county,  N.  Y.,  October  1.  I80O.  His  son,  Joshua  C.  Babbett,  Avas  born 
in  Craftslniry,  Vt,,  June  .24.  1818,  nnd  before  his  marriage  came  to  St.  Albans  Bay, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goo<ls  liusiness  for  several  years.  He  afterwards  became 
captain  of  the  steamer  X.  States  on  Bake  Chaniplain.  and  after  that  he  was  ca])tain  of 
the  Minrtp/ialia  on  Lake  George.  He  was  ticket  agent  at  Montreal,  Canada,  for  the 
Vermont  Central  Railroad,  and  tlicnce  mo\  ed  to  Allmrgh  Springs,  Yt.,  where  he  lived 
nine  years,  and  finally  removed  to  Swanton,  where  he  died  in  Xovember.  1887,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight.  He  married  Cordelia,  daughter  of  ]']lea%er  and  Olive  (Weed) 
Brooks,  of  St.  Albans.  Yt.,  and  Iheir  children  were  Sai-ah  B..  Frank  M.,  Fred  \V., 
Thomas  S.,  Sarah  R.,  and  Hattie  \Y,  Thomas  S.  Babbett  was  born  at  St.  Albans  Bay. 
October  5.  1^45,  and  came  to  Swanton  in  1879,  where  lie  now  resides.  He  married 
Florence  M.,  daughter  of  Anson  A.  and  Minerva  A.  (Sheltus)  Spenr,  of  Ilighgate,  A't.. 
and  their  children  are  Bessie  C,  ]!i[arion  S.,  Cutler  A.,  and  Inos  S.  Mr.  liabbelt  has  now 
retired  from  business.  He  served  in  the  late  war  in  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Vermont 
Volunteers.  Sarah  W.  Rabbett,  born  April  24,  1848,  married  Gehial  B.  Brooks,  of  St. 
Albans,  Vt..  son  of  Levi  Brooks.  Hattie  W.  Bai)bett.  born  May  20,  1850,  married 
Wilder  P,  Huntmgton,  October  9,  1881.  and  now  resides  in  Montpelier,  A't.  They  have 
two  cliildren,  Fi-ed  B.  nnd  Helen  E. 

Barney,  Eiisha,  son  of  Elisha.  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Swanton  village.  He 
was  I'orn  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  July  17.  1776,  and  married  ^lehetable,  daughter  of  Rufus 
Leonard,  of  that  place.  May  1").  170.").  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  three  died  in 
childliovxl,  vi/ .:  Eveline,  Selh  Wand,  and  James  Alon/.o.  The  remaining  daughter  mar- 
ried Robert  Foster,  July  22,  1818,  and  her  death  occurred  January  10.  18;)5.  I^lisha 
Barney  died  November  1,  L^.;7.  His  wife.  iMehetable  Barney,  survived  him  for  jnore 
than  thirty  years,  dying  June  o.  1871,  aged  ninety-five.  Horatio  W..  one  of  the 
three  sons  who  survived  their  father,  died  July  10,  1872.  Rufus  L.,  the  eldest,  died 
February  20,  1874.  Geotsre,  the  youngest  of  ilie  family,  was  born  in  Sutton,  P.  Q.. 
September  IG,  1811,  and  in  1812  he  came  to  Swanton  with  his  father,  where  lie  died 
October  27,  188."}.  Pie  commenced  manufacturing  marble,  in  whicli  he  was  engaged  for 
many  years,  being  the  leader  in  the  business.  He  built  the  main  part  of  the  building 
now  occupied  in  the  sawing,  and  was  a  general  merchant  several  years.  He  marrieii 
Eunice  D.  Goodrich,  of  Swanton.  Vt  .  daughter  of  K.  0.  and  Lucy  (Cook)  Goodrich, 
October  23,  1831,  and  Irs  children  are  Elislia  L.,  Valentine  G.,  Lucy  A.,  Ellen  'SI  ..  Emma 
E.,  Hannah  L..  George  F..  and  R.  Lester.  The  latter  was  born  in  Swanton,  February 
10,  184(5,  and  married  Lucy  Pratt,  of  Swanton,  daugliter  of  Hiram  R.  and  Ch.arlotte 
(Bryiant)  Pratt.  They  have  three  children  :  Alarbeile  E.,  Roy  L.,  and  C:u-roll  D.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Swanton.  Mr.  Barney  served  in  the  frontier  cavalry  in  tlie  late  wa;- 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  marble  business  all  his 
life.  His  father.  George  Barney,  was  the  edit<M-  and  puUisher  of  the  town  history  of 
Swanton,  p\d>lished  in  1  ^'82.  R.  Lester  l>arney  is  now  engaged  in  the  iron  bi  idge  con- 
struction busmess,  and  is  a  traveling  agent  and  .-:^ilesman  for  the  Yermoni  Bridge  Con- 
struction Company,  of  St.  All>ans. 

Barney,  Lemuel,  a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  married  Ann  Hinnan  and  soon  after 
came  to  Swanton,  where  he  died.    His  chddren  were  Rufus,  Lemuel,  John,  Ann,  Jane. 
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Sarah,  and  Jack.  John  Barney  was  born  in  Bennington,  and  came  to  Swanton  witli  his 
father,  where  lie  died  in  lSOi».  at  the  age  of  eif^hty-six.  He  held  man}'-  ofiioes  of  trust  in  the 
town.    lie  married  Esther  Hathaway,  of  Swanton,  May  10,  a  danujhter  of  Try- 

phosa  (Jewett)  Hathaway,  and  his  cliildren  were  Helen,  Amanda  L.,  John,  and  Byron. 
His  widow  still  survives  him,  residing  in  Swanton.  Byron  Barney  was  horn  July  25, 
1828.  He  enlisted  in  the  late  war  as  sergeant  in  Company  F,  Seventh  \'erinont  Vol- 
unteers, November  30,  1801,  and  was  dischai-ged  August  ."J,  18G4.  His  Ijrother  John  has 
been  town  collector  and  constable  of  Swanton  for  seven  3  ears. 

Beenian,  Jedediali,  son  of  Joseph  who  was  the  son  of  Joseph,  was  boi  n  in  Wai  ren, 
Conn.,  and  moved  to  Fairfax,  Vt.,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight.  He  })ar- 
ticipated  at  Plattsburgh  in  the  War  of  18I2.  He  nuinicd  J\)lly  ()sgoofi,  who  died  ;it 
Fairfax,  A' t.,  at  the  age  of  mnety-five.  'i'hey  had  .^ix  children:  Lucy,  Folly,  Nancy, 
Clara,  Munroe,  and  Hiri)bard.  Tlic  latter  was  I)orn  in  North  Fairfax,  A't.,  June  11,  1807, 
and  died  at  the  age*  of  seventy-five.  He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  was  captain 
of  two  companies  to  defend  the  lines  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  H(^  mar- 
ried Rhoda  Stratton,  of  Fairfax,  \'t.,  daughter  of  Sheldon  and  Hannah  Stratton,  of 
^Cambridgfe,  Vt.  She  died  in  Swanton  in  Decemljer.  1880,  at  the  age  of  seve!ity-six. 
Their  children  were:  Phobe.  who  married  Rev.  AV.  T.  Stearns,  a  jireachcr  for  many 
years;  they  ha\  e  one  son,  Clinton  B.  Sheldon,  a  rcsiden.t  of  St.  Albans,  who  has  been 
foreman  in  the  railroad  car  shops  twenty-five  years.  Rev.  Jedediah  Durkee  Beeman, 
I)orn  November  2V),  1835,  is  a  native  of  Fairfax,  Xt,  and  graduated  from  tlie  Wesley  an 
University  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  18G4:.  He  has  preached  several  y(>ars.  served  as 
presiding  elder,  and  is  now  president  of  the  A'ermont  Afetho(hst  Seminary  at  AIont{)e- 
lier,  A't.  Orris  V.  Beeman.  born  in  Fairfax,  A''t.,  December  8,  1840,  served  in  the  late 
wai'  in  Company  B,  Firsr,  Vermont  Cavalry,  under  Capt.  William  Beeman,  and  was 
killed  July  3,-lS»)3,  on  Little  Round  Toi>  Alountain  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  was 
commissary-?ergea;:t  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Leonard  L.  Beeman,  born  in  Fairfax, 
March  12,  1849,  is  now  a  Afethodist  minister  at  Ihooklield,  iNIass.  He  graduated 
from  the  Alethodist  Seminary  at  Alontpclier,  Vt.,  and  from  the  Wesleyan  University  at 
Middletown,  Conn.  He  went  from  there  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Theological  School 
at  Boston,  and  in  1870  commenced  preaching,  which  he  has  continued  up  to  the  present 
time.  AVilber  11.  Beeman,  born  January  25,  1853,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  George 
W.  Beeman  was  born  in  Fairfax,  Vt..  December  10,  1845,  came  to  Swanton,  Vt.,  in 
October.  1887,  and  marrii'd  D<d)l,'ie  J.,  daughter  of  Lorenzo  and  Paulina  fCai'tollj  Mar- 
vin, of  Fairfield.  A"t.  ?Iis  children  are  Roscoe  IL,  Mina  R.,  and  Ethel  P.  Air.  Beeman 
is  now  superintendent  and  manager  of  the  Beeman  Brothers  Alanufacturing  Company 
at  Swanton,  Vt  .  his  son  Roscoe  H.  being  ])Ook-keeper  for  the  same  concern. 

Blake,  Silas,  was  born  in  I^oncou,  Alass.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  and  was 
one  of  the  prirty  that  threw  the  tea  overboard  in  Boston  harbor.  He  afterwards  moved 
to  Northampton,  Alass.,  where  he  n.iarried  and  had  four  children:  Eleazer,  Silas,  Caro- 
line, and  liuth.  He  moved  to  Ashfield,  Alass.,  where  he  died  soon  after  1800,  at  about 
the  age  of  seventy-hve.  His  son  Eleazer,  a  native  of  Nortliam[)ton,  Alass.,  came  to 
St.  Albans,  A't.,  in  1800,  where  he  die(h  He  was  a  farmer  and  merchant,  and  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  collector  of  customs.  a  position  which  ho  held  until  the  close  of  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  wounded  in  a  night  attack  of  smugglers,  and  died  from  the  efTects  of 
a  bullet-wound  in  1810,  aged  about  thirty-six.  He  married  Lydia  Beals,  of  Ashford, 
AL-^iss.,  and  their  children  were  Endotia  S.,  Joseph,  Harriet,  and  William  H.  The  latter 
was  born  Deceml)er  19,  1812.  at  St..  Albans.  Vt.,  and  in  1820  came  to  Swanton,  where 
lie  now  resides.  He  married  Eli/a  Clark,  of  Swanton,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Afary 
(Mau/er)  Clark,  and  they  have  two  children.  Alary  E.  and  Clark  H.  Air.  Blake  has 
served  as  county  judge  two  years,  two  terms  as  state  senator,  two  terras  as  county  com- 
missioner, ten  years  as  deputy  collector  of  customs,  ten  years  as  town  treasui-er,  ten 
years  as  selectman,  and  ten  years  as  assessor.  Alary  E.  Blake  married.  November  7, 
1803,  Charles  H.  Rawsoii,  and  they  have  four  children,  now  residents  of  Des  Aloines, 
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la.  C.  H.  Blake  married  Caroline  13elle,  of  St.  Albans,  in  1875,  and  they  have  t^vo  chil- 
dren now  of  S wanton,  Yt. 

Bradbury.  John,  was  born  in  Yorlc,  Me.,  whore  he  lived  and  died,  a;xed  about  ninety 
years.  lie  was  a  deacon  in  the  Conp-re£;'ational  church,  and  followed  the  occupation  of 
farmer.  lie  married  Elizabeth  Ingram,  of  the  same  town,  dau'jhter  of  -losiah  Ingram, 
and  hi>  children  were  John,  Dorcas,  ^lary,  Samuel,  and  David  Diadbury.  The  latteiMvas 
born  in  York,  Me.,  and  lived  j'or  many  years  in  Hopkinton,  Mass..  ^\  here  he  died  in  IS.Vi. 
at  the  acre  of  forty-three.  Me  was  a  vjarpenter  by  trade,  and  married  Sophia  Chase,  of 
York.  Me.,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  (Grow)  Chase.  His  children  were  Will- 
iam B.,  Eli/ab(>th.  Cotton  C,  lulward.  and  Jotham  C.  Cotton  C.  ,T?radbury,  boj-n  in 
York,  :Me.,  2sovember  3,  L8J4.  came  to  St.  Albans  in  1840  as  a  blacksmith,  "in  1844  he 
came  to  Swanton  and  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He  married,  first,  Har- 
riet Bowers,  of  Swanion,  daughter  of  Benjanun  Bowers.  His  second  marriage  was 
with  Lydia  ITongsinger.  They  have  one  adopted  daughter,  H attic,  who  man  it.-d  E  Fii-d 
Corliss,  son  of  Daniel  Corliss.  They  have  three  children,  Frederick,  Fletcher  B.,  lyid 
Irene  M. 

Brooks,  Adonijah.  was  boin  in  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  St.  .Vlbans  in  1788  among 
the  early  settlers,  being  one  of  the  first  men  who  paid  a  tax  in  the  town  and  the  fiisr 
settler  oil  a  farm,  lie  died  Octobei- 3.  180;).  aged  seventy-one.  The  e{>itf!ph  on  his 
tombstone  reads  as  follows  :   .  • 

*'  Look,  passenger,  when  pdssing  bye, 

As  you  are  now,  so  once  was  T ; 

As  I  am  now,  so  yon  must  be, 

Prepaie,  therefore,  to  follow  me." 
Tie  married  Olive  Harrington,  of  Massachusetts,  who  died  March  20,  1828.  aged 
eighty-eight.  His  children  were  Hannaniah.  Azariah,  Eleazer,  Adonijah,  Dolly,  and 
Asahel.  The  latter  was  born  in  Granville,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  St.  Albans,  where  hv 
died  December  23,  1830,  aged  fifty-five  years,  six  months,  and  ten  days.  He  man  icd 
Polly  Todd,  of  New  llampshiie,  and  his  children  were  Levi  H..  Lucy  N.,  Alon/o  W.. 
Julius  H..  Anatetia  ['..  M'.wy  L..  Elihu  J.,  Melancton  I).,  and  Asahel  A.  The  lat ter,  born 
August  11,  1822,  at  St.  Albaiis,  Yt..  has  l:)cen  a  merchant  in  Swanton.  \'t.,  for  tAventy- 
five  years,  and  is  also  a  farmer.  He  has  held  many  oQices  of  trust  in  the  lov.-n.  and  is 
now  overseer  of  the  poor.  Tie  also  served  three  terms  in  the  legislature.  H«i  married 
Matilda,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  ami  Mary  (Parsons)  Sanborn,  of  Swanton,  and  their 
children  are  Cassius  L..  l^oin  August  24.  ISFI  ;  Merton  H.,  l>orn  February  14,  ls5i.)  : 
Willie  H  ,  l>oni  rluue  30,  is./i.;  Lucia  A.,  horn  ^fay  21.  1858;  George  A.,  boni  October 
20.  1800;  and  Asahel  A.,  born  .September  13,  ISOG.  Mr.  Brooks  married,  second,  Car- 
oline C.  Crampton,  of  Swanton,  daughter  of  David  and  Lovina  (Abel)  Crampton.  He 
is  now  a  resident  of  Swanron.  His  children  by  his  second  marriage  are  Albert  C. 
born  June  11,  1872,  and  Ada  E.,  born  December  17,  187-1.  Hannaniah  l>rooks  served  in 
the  war  of  the  Revoluiion  nndei-  Greene  and  Washington.  a;id  Vv-as  at  ^^'dley  Forge  and 
.saw  Andre  hanged.  He  died  aued  ninety-nine.  Azariahand  Eleazei- Brooks  were  also 
Bevolutiouary  pensioners.  EiUiu  J.  and  -Melancton  served  in  the  war  of  the  Uebellion. 
Samuel  Todd  served  hi  the  Bevolution,  and  was  present  at  the  l)atl!e  of  Bunker  Hill. 
He  died  .^^ay  29.  1840,  at  the  age  of  nineiy-eight. 

Brown.  Vv'iiliam,  son  of  \\'illiam.  was  born  in  ^^assachusetts,  and  came  to  llighgate. 
Vt.,  in  1810.  In  1832  he  came  to  Swanton.  \'t..  avIhu'c  he  livetl  many  years,  and  finally 
removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  died  at  rlu-  age  of  about  sevent\"-tlve.  He  married  Annie 
Dodge,  of  Wenliam,  !Mass..  and  his  children  were  John,  Benjamin,  ^lehitable,  Mary, 
Laura,  Jo-;iah.  William.  Annie,  Eliza,  Alonzo.  and  Samuel  G.  Samuel  G.  Brown  was 
born  in  New  Hampshire,  and  came  to  Swanton  with  his  father.  June  28,  1837,  he  mar- 
ried Annie  ^^ ,  daughter  of  Simon  and  liebecca  (Otis)  Crawford,  of  Swanton.  His 
children  are  Stephen  F.,  Samuel  G..  and  Ann  E.    He  served  as  first  lieutenant  of  Com- 
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pany  A,  Seveuteenlh  Vermont  Volunteers,  and  died  from  wounds  at  Wasliington  in  the 
fall  of  iSG4.  Stephen  F.  served  as  captain  in  Company  A,  Seventeenth  Vermont  Vol- 
unleers,  and  losthis  arm  at  the  battle  of  the  AVilderness.  Samuel  G.  Erown  enlisted  at 
the  first  call  in  Company  A,  First  Vermont  Volunteers,  for  three  months,  and  Avas  hon- 
orably discharged.  He  was  a  farmer  on  the  houjestead  of  the  Crav.-fords.  at  S\\  an- 
ton,  and  died  there  on  the  2d  of  May,  ISUL  Concei'ninf]^  his  death  the  Vermont 
Anjus  and  Patriot  said:  ''An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God,  and  he  was  one 
of  ihem.  His  life  was  f^'uide.d  by  a  moral  sense  that  was  controlling."  -lohn  Otis, 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Anuie  M.  lirown,  served  in  the  wai'  of  the  lievolution  seven  years 
iind  drew  a  pension.    Jrle  died  in  Harrietstown,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  ninety. 

Bullard,  Samuel,  canjc  toSwanton  before  LSUO,  and  died  here  aged  about  forty-seven. 
He  built  the  two  boats  that  navigated  the  Champlain  Canal,  and  was  at  one  time  a  enp- 
taln.  He  also  built  the  half-way  house  between  Swanton  and  St.  Alltans,  in  ISM, 
known  as  Bullard's  Hotel.  His  wife  was  Abbie  Scott,  of  Caml)ridge,  \'t.,  and  their 
children  were  Charles,  jS'elson,  and  Harry.  Nelson  lJullard  was  a  native  of  Swanton, 
where  he  died  in  1SS3  at  the  age  of  seventy.  He  was  a  hotel  proprietor  for  twenty- 
eight  years  and  tollowed  I'arn'iing  for  some  time.  He  married  Fanny  Laseil,  of  Swan- 
ton,  by  wfiom  he  had  the  following  children  :  Merton  H..  Abbie  C  ,  Maryette  D.,  Gard- 
ner, Charles,  Julia  F.,  and  IJdgar  X.  The  latter  was  born  at  Swanton.  March  S,  1837. 
He  married  Jane  K.  Ladd,^of  Connecticut,  and  is  now  collector  of  customs  in  Swanton, 
which  position  he  has  held  four  and  one  liajf  years.  He  served  in  the  First  and  Seventh 
A'crmont  Hcgiments  in  the  war  of  t-he  J-\ebellion,  and  was  promoted  from  corporal  to 
lieutenant-colonel  and  was  honorably  discharged.  Pie  was  town  representative  in  the 
A'ermont  legislatm-e  in  ]87S-7'J. 

}-}utterfield.  Thomas,  of  English  descent,  was  born  in  New  jJampshire,  and  came  to 
Swanton  soon  after  his  marriage.  lie  was  the  third  man  who  settled  in  Swanton  vil- 
lage, where  he  lived,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty.  His  wife.  Esther,  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-six  years.  His  son,  Clark  Buttcrlield,  was  born  in  Highgate,  A't.,  and  died  in 
Swanton  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  His  wife,  Louisa  (Hathaway)  Butterfield,  bore  him 
seven  children:  Alon/o,  Clai'k,  Texena,  Charlotte,  Angelia,  ilindus,  and  J.  Geiles. 
Alonzo  Butterfield  was  born  in  Highgate. Vt.,  and  died  in  Sv/anton  in  April,  LSCO,  aged 
sixtj'-nine  years.  He  was  a  farmer.  He  marri(;d  Eunice  Wright,  of  Swanton,  daugh- 
ter of  Augustus  and  Electa  Wright,  and  his  children  are  Giles  Clark,  Alon/.o.  GJeorge, 
Esther,  Eliza,  Eli/.al-eth,  and  Samuel.  Samuel  Butterfield,  who  was  born  in  IligliL'ate, 
Yt.,  June  30,  1850,  is  now  a  resident  of  Swanton.  He  married  Jose})hine,  daughter  of 
Freeborn  and  Sarah  (Purmoit)  Belle,  and  his  children  are  Sarah.  Hatiie.  I'lstelle,  and 
Li/zif  (deceased).  He  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Butterlieid  Spring  Bed 
Com})any,  which  Wi^.s  organized  March  23,  ISSG,  at  Swanton,  Vt.,  and  he  is  the  inven- 
tor and  patentee  of  all  the  bed  springs  and  machinery  belonging  to  the  company. 

Chamberlain.  Epinaim,  son  of  Ephrairn,  was  born  in  Littleton,  Mass.,  and  moved 
from  Albany,  ]\[e.,  and  thence  to  Sweden,  Me.,  where  ho  died  in  1846,  aged  fifty-six 
years.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  Abner  Holt, 
of  Albany,  ^^le.,  and  his  children  are  Elizabeth,  Abner,  Ephraim,  Abigail,  and  Newton. 
The  latter  was  born  May  14,  1837,  in  \Vaterford,  ]\le.,  ami  came  to  Swanton,  in 
18C9,  where  he  now  resides.  He  married,  March  24.  1850,  Italia,  daughter  of  Augus- 
tus and  Eunice  (Foi  dia)  Hovle,  of  Lawrence,  ^lass.,  and  his  children  are  Maude  E.  and 
Katie  M. 

Clark.  Thomas,  was  born  in  Stephentown,  N.  Y.,  and  married  Betsey  ,  by 

whom  he  had  eight  children,  viz.:  Slocum.  Betsey,  Carey,  Polly,  San  ford.  Tliomas, 
George,  and  Hannah.  Thomas  Clark,  jr.,  was  also  born  in  Stephentown,  N.  Y.,  an<l 
died  in  Ellenburgh.  N.'Y.,  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  seventy-f  ve.  He  married  Mary 
^lanzer,  and  his  children  were  Lawrence  I)..  Alanson  M.,  Ann  E.,  and  Lester  M.  His 
son,  Lawrence  D.  Clark,  was  born  m  AVhitehall,  N.  Y.,  m  1812,  and  has  l)een  a  res- 
ju'^et  of  Swanton  and  Highgate  lor  many  years.    He  is  now  a  resident  of  Swanton. 
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Clark  married  Esther  S.  Barney,  of  Swanton,  daufrhter  of  Rnfns  and  Hannah  Bar- 
ney, and  his  children  were  Arthur  0.,  Ida  M.,  J.illie  E.,  Nettie  G.,  and  liet  tha,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased.  Lillie  E.  Clark  marrii;d  Charles  A.  XelF,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  at 
her  death  left  tiiree  children,  Charles  C,  Lillie,  and  Rhoda  M.  Mrs.  Clark  died  July  1^1>, 
1888.  aged  twenty-six.  ].awi-ence  D.  CUu  k  served  in  the  late  war.  in  Company  A.  First 
Recriment  Vermont  A'olunteers.  as  captain.  He  re-enlisled  in  the  Thirteenth  Ren-iment. 
as  major  and  served  si.x  months.  He  organized  Companies  A  and  K  as  volunteers  of 
Frankh'n  county,  ^'t.  ALartin  L.  Clai-k.  adopteil  hy  Lawrence  H.  Clark,  died  in  Alider- 
sonville  prison  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  L.  D.  Clark  owns  a  considerable  tract  ot  land  in 
Swanton. 

Corliss,  Joseph,  was  horn  in  Wmdham.  Rockingham  county,  N.  H.,  wheie  he  lived 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  He  married  Marnam  Emerson,  and  his  children  were 
Solomon,  Ephraim,  Jose])h,  Benjamin,  I^eter,  John.  Sarah.  ^lary,  and  Marriam.  He 
married,  second,  Betsey  U tino.x,  and  his  children  by  this  union  were  ]^t  tsey,  Cyras, 
Lydia,  Elijah,  and  Abigail.  John  Corliss  was  Ijorn  in  Windham,  N.  H..  riud  (.'anie  U)  St. 
Albans,  Vt.,  in  L^h'j,  iit  the  age  of  thirty.  He  died  in  Bakersfield,  Vt..  Octol»er  19, 
18o7.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occufiation.  and  marrieil,  .January  0,  L82l,  Jam\  daiiphter 
of  Samuel  and  Hilary  (.\rartin)  Todd,  of  St.  Albans,  Vt.  ^fr.  Todd  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  fievohition.  Mr.  (Jorliss's  children  are  Martin  J.,  (;/ro  J.,  John  R.,  Levi  0., 
and  Daniel  T.  The  latter  was  born  in  St.  All)ans,  l)ecenil)ei-  17.  18'J5,  and  came 
to  Swanton  in  1>5.'),  where  he  mariied,  fust,  Matilda  S.,  daughter  of  John  and  Siba 
(Potter)  Belle,  and  his  children  by  her  are  Jane.  Frederick  D..  Julius  0.,  Leonora  J>.,  Sarah 
E.,  and  Martin  J.  He  married,  second,  ALs.  Samantha  R.  Marvin,  daughter  of  Brnja- 
min  and  Zelinda  (Jackson)  Meggs,  and  is  now  a  retired  farmer  residing  in  Swanton, 
where  he  has  lived  for  thirty-tive  years.  He  was  selectman  in  lSo5-50,  and  lias  been 
lister  eight  years  and  justice  of  the  peace  two  years.  His  son.  Julius  0.  Corliss,  was 
born  in  Swanton,  Afay  .">.  ISr):;,  and  married.  Afarch  30,  1882,  Flattie  F.,  daughter  of 
Theodore  B.  and  Sam.intha  R.  (Meggs)  Alarvin.  Their  children  are  Gay  lord  M.,  J.u- 
netta  ]>.,  and  Sulia  F.    Air.  Coiliss  is  a  farmer  on  the  homestead  in  Swanton. 

Currie,  Jiobert,  who  was  born  in  Canada,  came  to  Alburgh,  A't.,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  forty-four.  After  moving  10  Alburgh  he  married  Lucy  Niles,  of  that  place, 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  Niles.  She  died  in  Alburgh  in  185G,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six.  Flis  children  w«ue  Frances,  Janette,  F^lizabeth,  Catherine,  l*aulina,  John, 
George,_  F.'nnice,  David.  Mary  Ann,  Clark,  and  Nathan,  Nathan  Currie  was  born  in 
Alburgl),  July  25,  1824,  and  in  1803  came  to  Swanton,  where  he  now  resides.  Lfe  mar- 
ried FJlizabeth  Huxley,  of. Alburgh,  daughter  of  Harvey  M.  and  Alma  (Wing)  Huxley. 
She  (iied  at  Swanton  in  1887,  November  23d,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight.  They  had  one 
daughter.  Alma  G.,  born  February  28,  1854,  who  married  Henry  Bliss,  of  Swanton,  son 
of  Milton  H.  Bliss.  Thev  also  have  one  daughter,  Alma  G.,  born  in  Swanton,  Septem- 
i)er  1,  1873. 

Dwyer,  Martin,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  came  to  Highgate.  Vt.,  where  he  lived  sev- 
eral years,  and  hnally  moved  to  Albany,  Vt.,  where  he  died  in  1873  at  the  age  of  Hfly. 
He  Avas  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  served  in  the  late  war  in  Company  H  of  a  Ver- 
mont volunteer  regiment  from  Highgate,  and  after  three  years'  service  was  discliarged. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  (.Tcorge  Gilbert,  of  Highgate,  and  their  children  aie 
Ella  A.,  Alargarel,  and  George  W.  The  latter  was  born  in  Highgate,  December  8, 
lSb2.  and  came  to  Swanton  in  November,  1>89.  He  married  F]tta  Alay,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  (Cam}>bell)  Martin,  of  Bedford,  P.  Q.,  and  their  children  are  Glena 
Ma\,  born  July  24,  1887:  Hazzel  Gladys,  born  August  19,  1889;  and  Lillian  Martin 
Abbie,  born  June  8,  1891.  Mr.  Dwyer  is  the  popular  proprietor  cf  a  livery  and  sales 
stable. 

Donaldson,  James,  was  an  early  settler  of  the  town  of  Swanton,  and  died  at  about 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  His  children  were  James,  Jane,  lioselle,  Betsel,  Henrv,. Al- 
bert, Syl\ ester,  and  Iviley  "W.    The  latter  was  born  in  Swanton,  where  he  lived'  until 
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his  deatii  in  1877,  at  the  ai^e  of  sixty-five.  His  occupation  was  t'anninc,'.  He  married 
Catherine  Wing,  of  Alburgli,  Vt.,  daughter  of  .loiin  Wing,  and  his  chikh-en  \vere  Syl- 
vester, Albert,  ^lary,  Alma.  Eli/.abetli,  and  Sabin  W.  The  latter  was  born  in  Swan  ton, 
June  9,  1845,  and  married  Nnncy  X.,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Betsey  (Collins;  iJoom- 
hour,  of  Swanton.  His  children  are  Jessie  M.,  Beeman  A.,  and  Daisy  .\L  He  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Swanton,  and  follows  the  occu})ation  of  farming  and  carpentering. 

Donaldson,  John,  was  l)orn  m  the  North  of  Ii'eland  and  came  to  Vermont  at  the  age  - 
of  sixteen,  at  the  time  of  the  French  and  Indian  war.  in  wiiich  Ik,'  served  as  a  soldier. 
He  came  to  Waterford,  Vt.,  where  iiis  children  were  all  born.  He  married  Jane  Lane, 
by  whom  he  had  nine  children.  They  were  Bets^.-y,  Henry,  PoUi\\  John,  David,  Katie, 
Peggv,  Hugh,  and  James,  'i'iicy  linally  settled  in  Highgate,  where  he  died,  in  the 
Avestern  part  of  the  town.  His  son,  Hugh  Donaldson,  who  was  born  'wi  AVaterford.  Vt, 
came  to  Highgate,  where  he  settled  on  a  farm,  and  died  m  1823,  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 
He  mari-ied  Polly,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Eleanor  Lainpman,  theii'  children  l)eing 
Jane,  Polly,  William  C,  Stephen,  Elizabeth,  Leonard,  Eleanor,  and  Hugh.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Highgate,  Vt.,  November  12,  1811,  and  came  to  Swanton  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two,  where  he  now  resides  on  a  farm.  He  man  ied,  first,  Wat.y  Lake,  of  Swan- 
ton, daughter  of  Eenonia  Lake,  and  hy  her  had  four  children,  (Jeorge.  Ohurcii,  Sarali 
Ami,  and  W'aty.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  Eli/.aiieth  Moore,  of  lUgligate,  daugh- 
ter of  David  an<l  Annie  TTitchout)  Moore,  and  his  childi'en  by  her  are  iiomeo,  Heeta, 
Laura,  Frederick,  Lillie,  Maiy,  Myron,  Byrijn,  and  I'klward. 

Donaldson,  Leonard,  a  native  of  Swanton,  Vt.,  is  now  a  resident  Jilooniingdale, 
Essex  county,  N.  V.,  and  follows  the  occupation  of  farming.  He  married  Laura,  daugh- 
ter of  Dnvid  ^Sloore,  and  his  children  are  .\ngeline.  ^felinda,  ^lary  Ann,  and  James. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Swanton,  Jidy  L">.  1812.  and  married,  first,  C.  Augustus  Meaile. 
and  has  one  daughter.  Annetta.  She  married,  second.  Podney  T.  ^Vood,  of  Swanton, 
son  of  Cornelms  and  Sarah  (Stearnes)  Wood,  and  thoy  have  one  daughter,  Fanny  J. 
They  are  now  occupying  the  Meade  homestead  farm  in  Swanton. 

Dorman,  Ebene/er  H.,  was  hoi-n  in  Charlotte,  Vt.,  in  1S25,  and  came  to  Swanton 
among  the  early  setiler's.  He  was  a  Congregational  minister,  and  after  filling  the  ])ulpit 
for  thirty  years  he  died  in  Swanton  in  1802.  at  the  age  of  seventy-one.  His  son,  Den- 
nison,  was  born  in  Georgia,  Vt...  and  came  to  Swanton  at  the  age  of  six  years,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death,  in  188:),  aged  sixty-six.  Ho  was  a  farmer,  and  represented  Swan- 
ton in  the  second  legislative  term.  He  married  Augusta  S.,  daughter  of  John  anil  llulh 
Mason,  and  his  children  were  >huy  F.,  now  a  resident  of  Pittsford,  Vt.,  and  Myron  C, 
who  was  liorn  in  SwaiUon,  Ajiril  18.  1842.  The  latter  married  Alice  C.  Bullard.  of 
•Swanton,  daughter  of  Charles  H.  and  Polly  (Pratt)  iiullard,  and  they  have  thi'ce  chil- 
dren, Cora,  Sam  D.,  and  C.  Jielle.  He  owns  a  stock  farm,  in  Swanton,  and  is  the  posses- 
sor of  the  noted  trotting  stallion  '"Stair  Ethan.'' 

Dunbar,  John,  was  horn  at  Taunton.  Mass.,  and  came  to  Swanton,  Vt.,  in  1708  with 
his  wife,  Lueinda,  whose  maiden  name  was  Wilber,  on  horseback,  being  among  the  early 
settlers  of  that  town.  There  v.'ere  then  but  three  log  houses  to  be  seen,  the  one  whicli 
he  l)uilt  making  the  fourth  near  the  mouth  of  l^'orge  Br-ook.  He  ^^'as  a  nailmaker  hy 
trade,  and  an  honest  millei-.  He  died  in  184G,  at  tiie  age  of  sevent  y-three.  His  wife, 
Lueinda,  died  in  18G1,  aged  ninety-six.  There  children  were  Lois,  Sliadrick.  'Jolm, 
Sallie,  I'jveline,  Nelson,  and  Almond.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  S^\'anton.  wlicre  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  18SG,  aged  seventy-three  years.  He  was  a  miiler  by  trade,  and 
married  Fannie,  daughter  of  Josiali  Crawford,  of  Swanton,  and  their  children  were  John, 
Almond  C,  Elisha  X.,  Sarah  B..  Alice  S.,  Sidney  E..  and  George  B. 

Dunning,  Hugh,  son  of  Bernard,  was  born  in  li-eland.  and  came  to  Swanton,  Vt.,  in 
1840,  whei-e  he  died  in  1878,  at  the  n^a  of  seventy.  Ho  married  Mary  King,  of  Swan- 
ton, daughter  of  Ezekiel  and  Bridget  Mulholland,  and  their  children  were  Edward,  James, 
Mary,  Ellen,  Agnes,  and  John.    The  latter  served  in  the  late  war  in  Comjtany  F,  under 
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Captain  Ballaid,  and  died  in  1875.  aged  forty.  His  mother  still  survives,  and  resides  in 
Swanton  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

Ilerrick,  Arwiu  P..  was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  eaine  to  Tlighgate,  Yt.,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  twerjty-eigiit.  He  served  in  the  \Yar  of  1812,  and  \a  as  at  the  l);tttle 
of  Plattsburgh.  He  married  Olive  \Yait,  of  Swanton,  daughter  of  Oliver  Wait,  and  his 
children  were  Stej)hen  1^.,  Aru'in  P.,  Harriet,  and  Caroline.  Arwin  P.  Hen  ick,  a  native 
of  Highgate,  came  to  Swanton  in  1888.  where  he  now  resides.  While  in  flighgate  he 
was  in  business  as  merchaut  for  several  years.  He  married  Jane  Conner,  of  that  town,, 
and  their  children  are  Olive  E.,  A.  P..  jr.,  and  Ida  J.  He  is  now  seventy  years  of  age,  the 
date  of  hi?  birth  being  ^[ay  20,  ISli'i.  A.  P.  Hen  iek,  jr.,  married  Mary  ^fcNally,  of 
Swanton,  daughter  of  John  and  Afary  MeXally,  and  his  children  are  Arai)el  (vleeeased), 
Albert  Pt.,  and  Hiram.  Mr.  Herrick  has  been  proprietor  of  the  American  House  at 
Swanton  for  two  years. 

Hyde,  John,  Avas  l)i)rn  in  Colchester  and  died  at  Morristown,  Yt..  at  about  the  age  of 
eighty.  He  married  Alary  Carj)enter.  of  Milton,  who  died  in  Swanton  in  38G5.  His 
children  were  Horace  A.,  Edgar,  Oieorge,  Henry,  Mary,  and  Jedediah,  Horace  A.  Hyde 
was  l)orn  at  I'airfax.A't.,  and  came  to  Sv.-anton.  He  died  in  the  army.  He  married  Frances 
E.,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Iveyes.  and  had  one  son;  Edgar  A.  Hyde,  who  was  Iiorn 
in  Swauton,  Alaich  18'i(),  The  latter  married  Jennie,  daugliter  of  'J'homas  and  Mary 
Caine,  June  2-"),  1883.  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Sulie  J>.  Air.  Hyde  is  now  a  rail- 
roai]  conductor  ori  the  Si.  Johnsl.)ury  and  Lake  (.'h.am]">lam  Jlailroad,  and  i-esides  in  Swan- 
ton. Horace  A.  Hyde  serxed  in  Couipany  D.  First  'N'ermont  Cavalry,  enlisting  in  18G() 
and  serviuiT  three  vears.  Ht-  died  isi  the  lio,-i)ital  at  Macon,  Ga.,  in  ISbi,  at  the  aue  of 
forty. 

James.  John,  was  liurn  in  New  Hampsliire  and  came  to  Starksboro,  Addison  county, 
Vt.,  where  he  lived  many  years,  and  died  in  1>'80,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  married  Lt-afy  of  Ilighgatc,  Yt..  who  survives  her  hus- 

band and  lesides  at  Charlotte,  Yt.,  at  the  age  of  eighty-livc.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  Hall.  Their  children  v.-ere  Andrew,  Edward.  Julia.  Louisa,  Olivia  J.,  Freeuum  J., 
George  W.,  and  Cornelius  W.  The  latter  was  born  in  Stai  k>boro,  January  27,  185-1,  and 
came  to  vSwanton  in  188.j.  He  married.  Fel)ruary  28,  1874.  Anna  Slocum.  daughter  of 
George  N.  and  Alaranda  (PeadjSlocum.  She  was  born  in  Pui-lington,  Yt.,  December  23, 
1851.  Their  children  are  Carlie  L..  i>orn  July  15,  1877,  died  Xovember20,  1883:  Alyrtie 
A.,  born  August  5,  1879;  Ha<ldie  L.,  Itorn  February  7,  1881,  died  ]Srovemi)er  2U,  1883; 
Leila  May,  bom  May  4,  1885;  and  Harley  C.  born  Decembers.  18S7,  died  April  1, 
L889.  Mr.  James  is  now  serving  a  second  year  as  de[)uty  sherilT  of  Franklin  county. 
He  is  carrying  on  the  ice  l«!i.>.iness,  ami  h;is  l)een  a  men-hant  in  Swanton  for  several  years. 

Janes,  Orin,  a  native  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  came  to  Swanton  before  his  marriage 
and  purchased  a  farm.  l)eing  the  tnst  permanent  settler  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town 
of  Swanton.  He  Hved  here  for  forty-two  years  and  died  in  1870.  at  the  age  of  about 
seventy-five.  He  married  Clai-issa,  daughter  of  William  and  Clarissa  Whituiaji,  of  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  his  children  by  her  being  Martha.  Mary,  Ann  E..  All'crt,  Laura, 
Helen,  Judson,  Francis,  Gary,  and  William.  Tiie  latter  was  born  in  Swanton.  Septem- 
ber 15,  lS-10.  and  married  Calista  \Y!ieelo'-k.  of  Etien.  Lamoille  county,  A't.,  daughter  f'f 
Stephen  and  Submit  (Jacobs)  Wiieelock.  Siie  was  born  August  2^.  1843.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Belle  M.,  Agnes  L..  Fratices  A.,  atnl  Orin  S.  He  resides  on  the  homesiea<]  in 
Swanton.  Belle  M.  Janes  married  K.  C.  ^Vo.hI.  of  Sw.uUon,  May  30,  |8>:i.  and  iVu^d 
November  25,  1888,  at  the  age  of  tvre!ity-iiv,;r.  Tiiey  had  one  son,  Charlc'^,  xvho  died 
young. 

Keenan,  Ale.Kander,  was  born  in  Ir-'land  and  came  to  Sw  anloii  while  youuo-.  where 
he  died  in  18-^"^.  at  the  age  ot  eighty-fo",:-.  He  married  Fuse  Madden,  of  hc-lan-i.  anil 
his  children  were  Alargaret,  Robert,  Cliai-ies.  John.  Af-uy.  i^li/.abeth,  Annie,  and  Fosa. 
The  latter  was  born  in  Swanton  in  l^bl;  and  married  lhadlcv  U'riiriit,  of  lli-jliu'ace,  son 
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of  Augustus  and  Electa  Wright.  He  died  in  18S8,  aged  fifty- eight.  His  children  were 
George.  Charles.  Annie,  Ella,  Frank,  Eddie,  Robert,  Maggie,  Leah,  and  Fred.  His  widow, 
Rosa  Keeuan.  survives  her  husband  at  the  age  of  forty-four.  Chai-les  Keenan  wa.s  bora 
in  Ireland  in  1S."30,  and  came  to  Su'anton,  where  he  now  resides.  He  married  Annie 
Code,  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  a  manufacturer  of  sash,  doors,  and  blinds  at 
Swanton.    He  served  in  Company  D,  Seventy -fourth  Ohio  Regiment,  for  four  years. 

Lampnian,  Tabe,  was  a  native  of  Holland  and  came  to  Dunliam,  Canada,  and  thence, 
to  Swanton,  where  he  lived  many  years,  but  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Lawrence 
count}',  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age.  His  children  were  Henry,  Jra,  Hiram, 
Peter,  Matthew,  Isaac,  Nelson,  Abram,  Jane,  and  Jjetsey.  By  occupation  he  was  a 
fai'mei".  His  son,  Henry  Lamj)man,  was  born  in  Canada,  and  came  to  Swanton  wliile 
young,  wliere  he  remained  until  his  death  in  L^Sl,  aged  eighty-four.  He  married  Olive, 
daughter  of  William  Carter,  and  their  children  are  Norman,  Henry,  Olive,  I'olly  A., 
Amos,  and  Worden.  The  latter  was  hovn  at  Swanton,  June  L'<,  18UJ,  and  married  ]*a- 
melia  Pearce,  of  Swanton,  who  was  born  January  22,  L8]8.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Aurilla  (Grillin)  Pearce.  They  had  four  children  :  Aurilla,  Lucdia'  George 
AV.,  and  Martha  L.  He  is  now  a  resident  farmer  of  vSwanton.  George  AV.  Lampman  mar- 
ried Lois  Wheeler,  of  All>urgh,\'t.,  daughter  of  Alson  and  Diana  (Kingsley)  Wheeler,  and 
liis  childien  are  ^Libel  A.  and  Lois  E.  He  married,  second,  Bell  Turnei',  and  by  her  has 
three  children,  peorge  V,'.,  Worden  E.,  and  Cleveland. 

Lasell,  Joshua,  was  born  Decenil.ier  21,  17,2'J,  in  Lanesboro,  ^lass.,  and  died  at  that 
place  Septembei  22,  1807.  H(i  was  of  French  extraction,  and  a  farmer.  His  wife, 
Hannah,  was  born  in  17;>8  and  died  in  1827.  His  children  were  Josiah,  born  in  ]7o7  ; 
Lemuel,  born  in  1759.  died  in  1S43  ;  Susanna,  born  in  17G2  :  Martha,  born  in  17b5,  died 
in  1841;  Hannah,  born  in  17(37;  Laban,  born  in  1770;  Ehas,  boi-n  in  1772,  died  in 
1855;  and  J3ingham,  born  in  1775,  died  August  30,  1810.  The  latter  married  Anna 
Powell,  of  Lanesboro,  ALass..  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Powell,  who  died  in  Swanton,  Mass. 
^Irs.  Powell  (Annie  La<ell)  died  in  Swanton  at  the  age  of  s-eventy-eight.  The  children 
of  Bingham  were  :  John,  born  in  1801,  now  a  resident  of  Wisconsin  :  Caroline,  born  in 
1804;  Emerson,  born  in  1815;  and  Lorenzo,  born  June  23,  ISOS,  in  Swanton,  where 
he  now  resides.  Lorenzo  Lasell  married  Lydia  A.  Martin,  who  was  born  in  Fei  ri.sburg, 
Vt.,  in  1811,  a  daughter  of  Edward  and  Betsey  (Chase)  Martin.  Their  children  were 
Susan  E.,  born  November  12.  1830;  Martha  A.,  born  June  29,  1843;  Agnes  F.,  born 
August  18,  1845;  Emery  L..  born  November  25,  1849;  Eva,  born  January  G,  1853:  and 
Henry  M.,  born  May  15,  lS5(j.  He  has  been  a  contractor  and  builder  in  Swanton,  and 
has  served  his  town  as  selectman  and  surveyor  of  highways.  He  was  drafted  and 
served  on  the  Canada  line  in  1853  in  the  i^apineau  war.  Bingham  Lasell  was  the  first 
doctor  in  Swanton  vjllage,  where  he  died.  Emma  L.  Lasell  married  Charles,  son  of 
James  and  Lydia  Wilson,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Anna  E.,  now  a  resident  of 
Swanton.    Charles  Wdson  died  in  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  July  4,  1879. 

Leach,  Charles  L.,  M.D.,  son  of  Leonard  W.  and  Harriet  (Stevens)  Leach,  was  born  at 
Enosburgh,  Yt.,  April  12.  1845.  He  was  educated  at  Enosburgh  and  St.  Albans  schools 
and  graduated  from  the  ]\[edical  Department  of  the  University  of  Vermont  in  1SG8.  He 
commenced  practice  as  an  allopathic  physician  and  surgeon  at  ^Montgomery,  Vt.,  and  in 
February.  1870.  moved  to  Highgate,  but  m  1874  became  to  Swanton,  Vt.,  where  he 
has  since  been  located.  He  married,  first.  Sei'ena,  daughter  of  Chester  A.  and  Sanuuitha 
(Miller)  Crampton.  and  second,  Emily,  daugliter  of  William  L.  and  Emily  (Adams) 
Sowles.  Mr.  Leacli  was  town  supermtendent  of  schools,  justice  of  the  peace  eight 
years,  lister  ten.  years,  and  trustee  of  Swanton  village.  In  1884  Ijc  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Swanton  National  I'nion  Bank,  Leonard  Leach  was  a  native  of  Fairfield,  Vt., 
and  when  twelve  yeais  of  age  he  drove  an  ox-team  from  Fairfield  to  Swanton,  carrying 
bagirage  for  a  company  of  soldiers  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  I'lattsburgh  in  the  War 
of  1812. 
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Long,  Le\\,  was  boru  in  Toll.'ind  county,  Conn.,  and  came  to  Iiulland,  Vt.,  wliere  lie 
settled  on  a  farm,  living  there  until  his  death  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Three  of  hi? 
brothers  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  By  his  wife,  Abigail,  he  had  eight  chil- 
dren, viz. :  Rufus,  Levi,  Joseph,  Jared,  Harvey,  Lyman,  Clark,  and  Painelia.  Jared 
Long  was  born  in  Rutland,  A  t.,  and  after  his  marriage  moved  to  liighgate,  Vt!,  where 
he  lived  fourteen  years,  and  finally  removed  to  Jiutland.  where  he  died  in  1880,  aged 
eightj'-eight.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  sei  ved  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married,  Decem- 
ber 25.  1814,  Martha  Barr,  of  Highgate,  Vt.,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Weaver) 
Barr,  and  his  children  are  Martha  P.,  Julia  A.,  Alfred  J.,  Benjamin  F.,  Clark  L.,  Alary 
E.,  and  Charles  C.  The  latter  was  born  in  Rutland,  October  8,  LSlo,  and  came  to  High- 
gate  at  the  age  of  eleven,  with  his  father.  On  December  11,  181-1,  he  married  Sarah 
A.,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Betsey  (Bolaud)  Fenn.  of  Rutland.  He  is  now  a  resident 
farmer  of  Swanton,  and  a  dealer  in  lumber  and  coal.  He  lived  in  Highgate  for  forty- 
three  years  and  has  lived  in  Swanton  about  twenty-six. 

Martin,  Reuben,  born  in  Woodbury,  Conn,  served  with  his  brother  Solomon  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  married  Sally  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Jjitchticld,  Conn., 
and  his  children  were  Jonas,  Zadock,  Nathaniel,  Stoddard,  Leonard,  Reuben,  Stratton, 
Sally,  Sylvia,  and  Ratty.  Nathaniel  Afarlin  was  Ijorn  in  Lanesboro,  Mass.,  and  came  to 
Charlotte.  A't.,  where  he  died  in  ]8.')2,  at  tlio  age  of  seventy-five.  He  married  Jerusha 
Hinman  of  Charlotte^  Vt.,  daughter  of  Enos  llinnian,  who  died  in  1870,  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
aged  eighty-foui'.  His  childien  were  Annis,  Sophia,  Laura,  Marrilla,  Mary  Ann,  ICnos 
H.,  Nathaniel  W.,  Reuben,  Calvin  C,  Mynor,  and  Samuel  H.  The  latter  was  born  in 
Charlotte  in  1807,  ^SFarch  loth,  and  came  to  Swanton  in  1885,  where  he  now  resides. 
He  has  been  a  shoemaker  and  a  tanner.  Novembers,  182G,  he  married  Sally,  daughter 
of  Frederick  F.  and  Sally  (Kenney)  Fuller,  who  was  born  in  1808  and  died  in  1883  at 
Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  His  children  "were  William  N.,  who  died 
in  1874  at  the  age  of  thirty-two.  and  Henry  F.,  who  was  born  in  Ferrisburg,  Vt.,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1828.  Henry  F.  Martin  married  Cordelia  Evrist  for  his  first  wife,  and  for  his 
second  he  married,  October  l."3,  1850,  Mariah,  daughter  of  Saiiford  M.  Shen  ill.  of  Peru, 
N.  Y.  He  is  now  a  hardware  merchant  at  Swanton,  Vt.  His  great-grandfather,  Enos 
Hinman,  served  in  the  War  of  lsl2.  and  marched  from  Litchfield,  Conn.,  to  Quebec, 
serving  at  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

Alitchell,' Jxobert,  who  was  l)orn  in  Palmer,  Mass.,  died  in  Sheldon,  \t.,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight.  He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  a  I'lacksmith.  His  wife  was  Susan 
Wheclock.  of  the  above  place,  who  died  in  Sheldon,  Vt.,  at  tlie  age  of  seventy-six.  His 
children  were  Alolphus.  Joseph,  Hernan.  Robert,  Lucretia,  A nieretta,  Sarah.  Marcia,  and 
John.*  The  latter  was  i>orn  in  Sheldon,  and  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  He 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  was  Ijy  occupation  a  farmer  and  butcher.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Roxy  (Davis)  Ri<,e,  of  Sheldon,  and  his  children 
were  Leroy.  Arden.  Lucretia,  Angeiia,  and  William  H.  William  H.  Afitchell,  born  in 
Sheldon,  August  7,  1840,  came  from  Enosburgh,  Vt.,  to  Swanton  in  1888.  He  married 
Catharine  Bolac,  of  Higligate,  Vt.,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Catharine  (Kane)  Bciac,  and 
their  children  are  George,  Clara,  and  May.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  now  }>roprietor  of  a  meat 
market  in  Swanton  village.  He  served  for  three  years  in  Company  F,  Tenth  Vermont 
Volunteers,  was  wounded  at  Cold  Hai  bor,  Va.,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

Munsell,  Joseph,  was  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  three  brothers  of  the  surname  Mun- 
sell  who  came  from  France  before  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  so  far  as  known  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  came  to  Swanton.  A't.,  among  the  early  settlers.  He  was  tlie 
first  permanent  settler  on  a  farm  known  as  the  Munsell  farm,  where  he  died  in  1838, 
aged  sixty-five.  His  wife,  Charlotte,  died  in  187«I,  aged  eighty-six,  and  his  cliildren 
were  Rev.  Joseph  R.,  John  A.,  William  W.,  Charlotte,  Cieora,  Diantiia,  Euphelia,  and 
Elizabeth.  John  Munsell  lived  on  the  homestead  with  his  brother  ^Vi]l!am  until  his 
death,  and  married  Eli/a  C.  Wingate.  a  native  of  New  Ham|»^hire.  His  children  were 
Wingate  W.,  William  H.,  Lottie  E.,  and  John.    Wingate  ^V.  Munsell  was  born'  in 
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S^^'anton,  February  ID.  1842,  and  iiiarricHl  in  Jane,  187V,  ^Irs.  Martha  x\.  liarney, 
cnuf^litor  of  Josepli  Blake.  lie  is  now  a  resident  of  Swanton.  He  served  in  Company 
r,  'J'enth  Vermont  Yoiunteers,  durinp-  the  h\te  "war,  was  detailed  as  a  rnnsician,  and  re- 
ceived an  iionorable  discharu'e  in  June.  F'^li").  yiv,  Munsell  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Cedar  Creek,  Winchester,  Shenandoah  \'alley,  at  the  l)reaking  of  the  lines  at  Peters- 
bnri^,  and  at  the  sarieuder  of  General  Lee.  He  has  taught  instrumental  and  vocal 
music  from  the  aije  of  ei.i^hteen  with  the  exception  of  the  yeai'S  spent  in  the  army,  and 
held  musical  conventions  in  all  of  the  New  England  states,  ni  several  of  the  Western 
states,  and  in  five  provinces  of  Canada. 

Newell,  Oliver,  M.I).,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Farnham,  Province  of  Quebec, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  was  an  alioT)athic  physician  and  sur- 
f,'con.  His  children  were  Geoige,  Seynjour,  Herbert,  Chai-ies,  Warren,  Cynthia,  and 
Lucy.  Herbert  Nevvdl  was  born  in  Farnhan),  P.  t^.,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  West 
ShefFord,  P.  Q.,  and  is  a  hardware  merchant,  lie  married  for  his  second  wife  Melvina 
Stone,  daughter  of  George  ajid  Hannah  Stone,  of  Stanbridge,  P.  Q.,  and  his  children  are 
George,  Addie,  Ednah,  and  Charles  H.  The  latter  was  born  in  Faiiiham,*  P.  Q.,  Janu- 
ary 5,  1801.  and  came  to  Swanton  m  \^7'l  He  married  Mattie  L.  Jewett,  of  Swanton, 
September  8,  ISSG.  Mis.  -Newell  <lied  August  20,  ISOO,  at  tlie  age  of  twer.ty-six  years. 
Mr.  Newell  is  now  a  dealer  in  coal  and  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Jewett  Sc  Newell. 

Perc}',  Ephraim,  born  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  died  in  Chateangay,  N.  Y.,  at  the  ago  of  about 
eigiity  years.  He  served  in  the  AYar  of  181  "J  with  two  or  three  of  hi.>;  sons.  By  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  he  had  seven  children,  E])in-iam,  James,  Sanniel,  Garret,  Piobert, 
Jemima,  and  ^lary.  His  son  Sanniel  w;is  born  in  Schenccta.dy,  N.  Y.,  in  1875,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  He  married  Laiu-a,  daughter  of  David  and  Anna(Smiili) 
]>each,  and  died  in  Chalcaugay,  at  Vv'hich  place  his  wife  also  died  in  l8bo,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven.  Her  father  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  the  Pevoiulion  and  drew  a  pension. 
Their  children  were  Laura  A.,  Samuel,  Jackson  A.,  and  Orpha  P.  Laura  Percy -mar- 
ried Chauncey  Smiih,  of  Chateangay,  N.  Y.,  son  of  Lines  and  Mary  Smith,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of  Swanton. 

Reynolds,  John,  was  born  in  -Vlburgh,  Grand  Isle  county.  Yt.,  where  he  died  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  His  wife  bore  him  tin  ee  children,  Lorinda,  Lorancy,  and  Henry  L.  The  lat- 
ter died  at  Alburgh  in  1S37.  He  married  Jane  Sowles,  of  that  town,  daughierof  Lewis 
and  Mary  Sowles,  and  had  one  son.  Charles  H.  Reynolds,  who  was  born  in  Alburgh  in 
18..">5,  and  came  to  St.  Albans  in  1851,  where  he  was  postmaster  for  three  and  one-half 
years.  In  1875  he  came  to  Swanton,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  elected  i)Ost- 
inaster  of  SwantCn  in  Fel)ruai-y,  1887.  Mr.  Reynolds  married  Alice  H.  Blake,  of  Swan- 
ton, September,  7,  1870,  and  their  children  are  Artluir  IL  ami  Carlos  C.  He  served  in 
the  late  war  in  Company  I,  Tenth  Yei'mont  A'olunteers.  and  was  promoted  to  quaiier- 
master-sergeant,  tq  quai  lermaster,  to  captain,  and  to  adjutant  quartermaster  volunteers, 
being  discharged  in  December,  18(!5.  He  has  served  as  selectman  and  as  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Swanton  each  two  }  ears. 

Rich,  Charles  Wright,  who  lived  for  fifty  years  on  his  farm  in  Swanton,  Yc.,  midway 
between  St.  Albans  and  Swanton  villages,  came  here  from  Richville,  in  the  town  of 
Shoreliam.  Yt.,  in  1840.  He  was  the  son  of  Judge  Davis  Rich  and  the  grandson  of 
Charles  Rich,  the  latter  of  whom  had  come  among  the  pioneers  to  Shoreham  with  his 
father  and  uncle  from  Warwick,  Mass.,  in  1785,  and  who  was  a  member  of  Congiess 
.  from  1813  nntd  his  death  in  1824.  Charles  W.  Rich  was  born  March  29,  1817.  and  died 
August  27,  1880.  In  1836  he  graduated  from  the  L'niversit}^  of  Yermont  (where  he 
was  a  classmate  of  Bishop  Bissell.  and  a  college  mate  of  Alexander  ^\laun  and  of  Henry 
J.  Raymond),  and  afterwards  taught  school  in  Plattsburgh  and  practiced  civil  engineer- 
ing, during  which  time  he  helped  survey  a  line  for  a  railroad  projected  through  the 
-wildf^rness  in  the  northeastern  part  of  New  York  state,  hut  which  was  never  built. 
,  Impelled  i)y  a  fondness  for  country  life,  which  he  always  retainc^d,  he  determined  to  de- 
vote himself  to  farming,  and  after  some  time  spent  in  searching  for  a  locality  commend- 
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ing-  iiseK  to  his  tasto,  in  snrroundings  of  natural  Iteauty.  he  bought  the  farm  of  Dea. 
Benjaunn  Fay.  In  18-17.  having  found  thereon  an  ahundant  store  of  hnie  rock,  he'bnilt 
kilns  and  connnenced  burning  htne  for  sale  to  his  neighhoi-s.  his  trade  extending  throug-h 
the  county.  Four  years  later  the  Vermont  Central  liailroad  was  built,  and  its  course 
lying  through  his  farm  the  new  facilities  for  transportation  brought  additional  trade, 
and  a  Ut\y  years  later  lime  burning  had  l<ecome  his  principal  vocation.  aUhough  he  always 
preferred  to  be  styled  a  farmer,  ami  made  various  additions  to  his  original  farm  from 
time  to  time.  He  was  very  active  in  business,  for  in  addition  to  the  lime  l)U!-ning  he 
esLal'hshed  and  ran  for  a  number  of  years  Ijarrel  stock  and  shingle-mills  in  EUenbmgh 
and  ]\rooers.  X.  Y.,  and  v.-as  tiie  first  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  engage  in  pressing- 
and  shipping  hay.  Subsequently  iit^  ran  hay  presses  m  Canada,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  straw  pa{)i^r  at  An  Sable  Chasm.  X.  Y.  He  never  aspired  to  pnbli<3 
otlice.  and  discouraged  his  friends  tVoin  using  his  name  in  connection  with  politics,  al- 
though betook  an  active  Uiterest.  in  ad  matiers  of  public  good,  and  contril)uted  fieely 
to  public  and  private  charities.  He  was  an  unusally  kind  hearted  and  genial  man.  and 
hatl  a  mind  well  stored  with  information,  to  which  he  added  constantly  by  reading  and 
study.  His  tii'st  wife  was  Julia  E.  Parker,  daughter  of  John  G.  Parker,  of  Jloehester, 
N.  i'.,  whom  he  marricMl  in  1>")1.  and  by  b^r  had  two  children.  Ciiarh-s  and  John  Par- 
ker. In  ISiVo  he  married  .Mrs.  Lotiisa  II.  Ilavden.  daughter  of  J>enjamin  li.  Harwood, 
of  Boston,  by  ^vhom  he  also  had  two  eiiildren,  ]']!len  Ilarwood  ami  Bobert  Davis.  His 
second  wife,  with  John  P.  .-uid  Kl'.cn  II..  stil!  survive  him. 

Bich,  Jose[)h.  was  born  it;  ."^f.  .lohiis.  V.  <^>.,  an<l  in  FSS3  came  toSwanton.  where  he 
died  in  1SS4,  aged  niiitty-tlirec  years.  He  served  in  the  English  army  and  fought  at 
the  battle  of  Plattsburgh.  He  mitri  ic-d  Margarate-  Trombly,  of  St.  Johns,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Alexander,  Margarate.  Joseph.  K'ossie.  E\'y//d.  Julia,  Mary,  Louisa,  and  Edward. 
The  latter  was  born  in  St.  Johns.  June  1;'),  ls-';i(;,  and  came  to  Swanton  in  \S'.](k  where' 
he  now  resides.  He  mari  ied.  Fe'Tuary  .'5.  1^5!».  Jvliza  J.,  daughter  of  Christopl^er  ?.nd 
Isabella  (Walton)  Can-,  of  Stanbridge.  P.  .  and  their  children  are  Christopher  J.,  Xel- 
lie  J.,  and  Edv.-ard  E. 

Biehardson.  John,  was  I'Oi  n  in  l-aiifax.  Vt..  March  7.  1702.  and  came  to  Swanton. 
Vt.,  where  he  lived  several  years,  ami  died  in  xVlbnrgh. Vt..  at  ihe  age  of  seventy.  His 
wife.  Lydia  Holden.  was  bon,  An-u-t  7.  17'.)4.  and  died  May  24,  1850.  at  Fairfax. 
Their  children  were  l,o\i<;i.  Amau-ia.  l-llta,  S.Mena.  Ivoseita,  Sarah,  and  Eli.  The  lat- 
ter was  born  in  Faiifax  and  "bed  m  Swantwn,  March  2ti,  18^2,  aged  lifty-two.  He  mar- 
ried, in  18()(),  Lucia  A.  Lowell,  (>f  Fairfax,  dauuljtcr  of  Jose{)h  and  Aura  (Webster) 
Lowell.  Mr.  Bichard.«ion  served  niiie  months  in  Company  K.  Thn  teenth  A'ermontVolun- 
tuers.  and  bis  widow,  whoiiow  d:aw>  a  peiiSion.  sui  vives  iiim  at  the  age  of  forty-nine. 
She  lives  in  Swanton  aixi  h.isau  adopi.-.l  d:i'i'.rhter.  Sailie.  who  married  Oliver  Kittridge. 
of  St.  Johnsburv,  Vt.,  son  ni  buiii'-r  K/ttrid/e.  and  ihey  have  two  children,  Harry  and 
Allen.  Oliver  Kittriilge  is  now  a  r  )i:d!:cio;  on  the  St.  Joimsltury  and  Lake  Champlain 
Bailroad. 

Bobinson,  Ste})lien,  came  froju  ( '"Uneeliei:!  to  Clarendon  and  from  thei  e  to  Swanton  in 
ISOO.  He  was  born  in  1  7i'".  :iiid  w.-.v  nmoni:  she  early  settlers  of  the  town,  being  the  first 
permanent  settler  on  the  far:;!  ;!i  r'r.y  nortlie:.-;!  part  of  Swanton.  He  died  P'ebruary  19, 
1843,aged  eighty -three.  He!;!ai  rH-'i  Pi,-.  *..'  Puiler.who  <iied  in  18-10.  at  the  age  of  sev(Mity- 
four.  "Helived  on  ihe  farm  unrd  i.is  di  a!ii.  ^  Hi^ehildreii  wereSleplien,  Phelje,  Eli.  Dura, 
Isaiah.  Hannah.  Brov.  n.  O^ive.  ()*  «■••  -.jmi  U'-.rren.  Brown  j:ol>inson  was  born  in  Claren- 
don, July  12,  1708.  and  marr;.-!  .^".t:  v.  d:ir.  jht.  r.  of  Wil;;aia  and  Martha  (Keith)  Orcntt. 
who  were  early  settlers  of  the  t  '"  ^ ' .  i.-ldrei!  a:-e  William  O.,  Caroline,  Ambrose  W., 
Amos.  Sarah,  and  Horatio.  The  1:»S!.t  was  iK>rn  ir,  Swanton,  September  L").  1822, 
where  he  has  been  a  life-lo^ij  i.-;  ie:ii.  He  jnarried.  Xovemher  15,  18-19.  Harriet  E. 
Keith,  Avho  was  born  in  Yorv..  ;ii-.'-:on  eounty.  N.  V..  a  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Chloe  (Burnell)  Keith,  and  i  vh  '  ;:en  .ir,»  L  .--ie  E..  H.-nrie  H.,  Xettie  G..  and  Eva 
He  is  now  a  resident  farmer  on  luv  liu!::i  sT*Md  farm  of  ies  giandfather.  living  in  the 
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same  Louse  built  in  18u7.  Nettie  G.  married  Walter  F.  Jenninf;s,  of  lialtimore,  Md., 
and  thoy  have  one  daughter,  Marion  F.,  and  are  noAv  residents  of  Boston,  Mass.  Ed- 
ward Keith  and  his  son.  Edward,  were  natives  of  Chesterfiehl,  Mass.,  and  Edwaid.  ji-., 
settled  in  York,  N.  Y.  He  was  l)orn  in  August,  1783,  and  his  wife  was  Chloe,  daugh- 
ter of  Manasseh  and  Jane  (Orcutt)  Burnell.  They  had  nine  childien,  who  were  Ko.x- 
anna,  Alpheus,  Edmund,  Edward.  Hiram  B..  Lewis  N..  Harriet  E..  Henry,  and  Mary  J. 
William  Orcutt  came  from  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town. 

Royce.  Hezekiah,  born  in  Claremont,  N.  H.,.in  1774,  came  to  Swanton  in  1800,  set- 
tling on  Swanton  Hill.  He  died  in  East  Swanton  in  1807,  at  the  age  of  ninety-thi ee. 
His  wife,  Polly  Rhoda  Royce,  died  March  IS,  18iS,  aged  seventy-two  years.  His  chil- 
dren were  Ruth,  Harvey,  Lyman,  Jotham,  Eliza,  JaredC,  and  Harvey.  The  latter  was 
born  at  Swanton  Hill  in  lS(t.'^,.  and  died  at  East  Swanton.  August  27,  1879,  aged  seventy- 
si-x.  He  married  ^Lu•y  A.  Ives,  of  Salisbury,  N.  H.,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary' 
(Thomas)  Ives,  who  was  born  December  20,  1812.  Their  childien  are  Rhpda,  Mary, 
Louise,  Almira,  Albert  IL,  ^lartlia  A.,  ^Maryette,  and  Addie. 

]{oyce,  Jotham,  was  born  "in  Claremont,  N.  IL,  and  settled  in  Dickinson,  Franklin 
county,  N.  Y.,  at  the  time  of  the  War  of  1812,  where  he  remained  until  liis  death  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  His  occupation  was  that  of  a  farmer.  He  married 
Fanny  Pierce,  by  whom  he  had  four  children:  Albert,  Edward,  William,  and  Adaline. 
William  Royce  was  l)orn  in  Dickinson,  ,  N.  Y.,  wheie  he  now  resides,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years.  He  married  Elvira  Cady,  of  the  same  town,  a  daughter  of 
Reuben  and  Eliza  (Allen)  Cudv.  and  a  descendant  of  Ethan  Allen.  His  children  were 
Mary  E..  Harriet,  Angelo,  Bella  S.,  Sidney  S.,  Rolla  W.,  Celia,  Willaid  R.,  Lillian  B.. 
and  Albert  P.  Albert  P.  Royce  was  born  in  Dickinson,  N.  Y..  November  2,  IS  L7,  and 
came  to  Swanton  in  1872.  He  married,  second,  ]\Iary  Ann  Chadwick.  of  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Rhoda  Chadwick,  and  had  by  lier  two  children,  Daisy  C. 
and  Haliie.  His  fiist  wife  was  Addie  F.  Royce.  of  Swanton,  Vt.,  daughter  of  ILirvey 
and  ^lary  Ann  Royce.  By  her  he  had  one  son.  Herman  C.  who  now  resides  on  the 
farm  known  as  the  Dr.  Janes  place.  ^lary  Ann  P^oyce  survives  her  husbond  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven. 

Sartwell,  Jason,  son  of  Jacol)  and  Hannah,  and  a  native  of  A'^ermont.  came  to  SA\'an- 
ton-in  1830,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  xVugust  0,  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  mariied  Lydia  Hunkins,  of  I'letcher, Vt.,  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Hannah  (Schedgell)  Hunkins.  She  died  August  10,  1871'.  aged  eighty-six 
years.  His  children  were  Moses  II. ,  William.  Leonard,  Horace,  MariahL.,  ^Mclvina  M., 
and  ^lary  E.  Tiie  latter  was  Itorn  in  Swanton,  April  17,  1832.  and  mai  ried  Thomas  N. 
Bradley,  of  Williaiustown,  Vt.,  son  of  l^ben  and  Mary  Bradley.  He  died  in  1875,  in 
Williamstown,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three.  Their  children  were  Addie  M.,  Edward  T.,  and 
Jesse  L.,  the  latter  of  whom  was  drowned  June  15,  1883.  Mrs.  Sartwell  married,  sec- 
ond, William  Honsinger,  of  Alburgh.Vt.,  a  son  of  Emanuel  and  Mary  Honsinger,  who 
died  August  10,  1883,  aged  seventy-seven.  She  survives  him,  and  resides  ni  Swanton, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-eight,  with  her  daughter,  Addie  M.  Bradley.  Edward  T,  Bradley  v/as 
born  in  Richmond,  Vt,,  July  28,  1800,  and  married  Abbie  M.  Blake,  of  Swanton,  daugh- 
ter of  William  H.  and  Helen  Blake.  They  have  two  children,  Ina  J.  and  ]\Iildred  V, 
Mr.  Blake  is  of  tiie  firm  of  Blake  ct  Bradley,  at  Swanton  village. 

Snn'th,  John,  born  Septemlier  27,  17G!),  in  Connecticut,  came  to  Underbill,  Vt.,  where 
he  died  June  19,  1815.  He  married,  January  1,  1797,  Mar}'  PiOgers,  v.dio  was  born  Sep- 
tember 25,  1774,  and  died  Jannary  10,  1849.  Their  children  were  Eliza,  born  October 
18,  1797;  Augustus,  born  January  G,  1800,  died  January,  1835;  Harrv',  born  March  2. 
1802,  died  June  IG,  1887  ;  Frederick,  born  June  29,  1804,  died  February  3,  1800  :  Joseph. 
R.,  born  June  8,  180G,  died  December  31,  1887;  Georee,  born  Januarv  1-"  '  died 
September  30,  1872  :  Charles,  born  August  29,  1811,  died  December  2,  ISGc  •  ..  Mary 
A.,  born  November  2,  1811,  died  April  14,  18G4.    Hany  Smith  came  to  H         e,  Vt., 
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in  May,  1SV2,  and  died  in  Swnnton.  lie  innrried  Almiia  Nararnorc,  Kovember  15. 
1827,  daughter  of  Justin  and  Betliia  (tluwley)  Naramore,  of  Underbill,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Fraiieis  B.,  born  January  30,  IS'-'i) ;  Helen,  ]>orn  February  2,  died  May  19, 
1831;  Marcia  E.,  born  October  8,  1832.  died  Xovember  25,  1833;  Marcia  2d,  l)orn 
July  5,  1835;  Mary,  born  July  0,  1837,  died  February  2,  ISGl  ;  and  Harriet,  boin  May 
23,  1843,  died  April  23,  1851.  ^^r^.  Alniira  Smith  survives  her  husband,  and  resides  in 
Swanton,  at  tlie  age  of  eighty-four.  . 

Smith,  Lines,  was  born  at  Athol,  Mass.,  and  came  to  Grand  I^le,Vt.,  but  finally  moved 
to  Piiillipsburg.  Can.,  and  died  in  Bronze,  Can.,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife, 
Mary,  died  at  Phillipsl.turg,  Can.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five.  His  children  were  Abner, 
Asa,  Henry,  Chauncy,  Lnies,  Lydia.  and  Lucy.  Chauncy  Smith,  born  at  Grand  Lsle, 
Vt.,  January  G,  1808,  moved  to  AUuirgh,  v.-here-he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  In 
1889,  September  28th,  he  married  MaiT  Sievvard,  of  Canada,  and  his  children  were 
Henry,  ]^lary  Ann,  Barbara,  Edward,  and  Ch.arles  F.  Charles  F.  Smith,  who  was  boin 
in  Canada,  came  to  Svvanton  in  1807.  whei  e  he  now  resides.  He  married  Frances  E. 
Keyes,  of  Svvanton,  daughter  of  William  Kcyes,  and  their  children  are  ]\Lary  E.,  Lena, 
and  Chauncy  W.  He  is  now  ihe  proprietor  of  Hotel  Cliam plain  at  Maquam  Bay,  Vt., 
and  pro]>rietor  of  a  sales  stable  and  a  dealer  m  carriages,  sleighs,  robes,  etc.,  at  Su  anton. 
His  mother,  Laura  A.  Smitii,  survives  her  husband  ni  Swanton  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
yejirs.  Edwin  E.  Smith  and  wife  Martha  are  residents  of  Sacramento,  Cab,  where  they 
have  lived  foi-  sixieen  years.  iJarliara  Smith  married  A.J.  Belle,  of  Svvanton,  son  of 
William  H.  and  Eliza  (Whitn^nn)  Belle, ,.and  lier  childinn  are  Andrew  J.,  Willis  IT., 
Clarence  E.,  Frederick  S.,  Edward  .\L,  and  Charles  F.  The  Hotel  Champlain  was  built  in 
1877  by  A,  B.  Jewett  and  0.  M.  Gallup  (and  owned  by  the  Marpiam  Land  Company) 
at  the  cost  of  $100,000,  including  a  farm  of  750  acres  of  land.  Edwai  d  Belle  married 
Anna  Belle  Ilerrick,  of  Swanton,  daughter  of  A.  P.  IJerrick,  April  9,  1800. 

Snow,  Barney,  was  born  in  Wales  in  18u8,  and  came  to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  188-1,  where 
he  died  the  same  year  at  the  age  of  sevenry-six.  He  was  engaged  in  the  iron  foundry 
business.  He  married  Betsey  Pitts,  of  Bicbmond,  Vt.,  and  his  children  were  George, 
Elihu.  Robert,  James,  Sarah.  Jane,  Gertrude,  Emily,  and  Mary  Ann.  Elihu  Snow  was 
born  in  Lewis,  Essex  county,  N.  Y.,  October  18  b5.  He  married  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  William  H.  and  Mary  (MvChune)  Hancock,  May  M,  J8G7,  and  his  children  aie 
George  11, ,  of  the  Eastman  Business  College  at  P<)ughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  William  H., 
Ernest  E.,  Susie  M.,  and  Eunice,  lb'  was  educated  at  the  cormnon  schools  in  Xew 
York  and  look  a  thorough  Methodist  Episcopal  theological  course.  He  commenced 
preaching  at  Gaysville  in  1870.  and  later  in  Stockl'ridge,  Windsor  county,  Vt.,  where 
be  KL'mained  three  years.  From  there  he  removed  to  Plainfield,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  and  thence  went  to  Ludlow,  where  lie  was  located  three  years.  He  then 
moved  to  Franklin,  where  lie  preached  tlu-ee  years,  and  from  Frankliri  came  to  Svvan- 
ton, where  he  has  labored  two  years.  He  enlisied  in  the  late  war  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, in  Com{)any  K,  One  Hundred  and  Eigiiteentii  Xcw  York  Volunteers,  for  tln-ee 
years,  and  was  lionorahly  dischar<;ed  at  City  Point,  Va.,  Fei^ruary  6,  18GG,  from  the 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunii-ers.  He  lu-id  the  rank  of  principal  musician.  Rev. 
Mr.  Snow  has  held  the  oiiice  of  department  chaplain  of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  Vei  mont,  and 
was  chaplain  of  the  Hou.^e  of  Kepresentatives  in  ISSS. 

Stone,  David  T.,  was  bv)rn  in  (Juiiford.  Conn..  October  0.  17G0,  and-his  wife.  Thank- 
ful Smith,  was  a  native  of  Ma-sacli'isetts.  Mr.  Stone  came  to  Jericho,  Chittenden 
county.  Vt.,  where  he  lived  several  years,  and  <lied  in  Westford.  Vt..  Septeml>er3,  1815. 
at  the' age  of  seventy-s\x.  HisAvife  ditni  in  Lnderhdl  in  is;;.}.  Mr.  Stone  was  a  farmer! 
Their  children  were  Hervey,  Hiram,  and  Electa,  llervey  Stone  was  a  native  of  Jeri- 
cho, and  died  in  Swanton  in  1 '^^7.  .'it  the  at'e  of  oighty-'^even.  He  married  Eliza  Smith, 
of  Underiiill.  Chittenden  county.  Vt..  nd-cif^hter  of  John  and  Mary  (Rogers)  Smitli.  and 
his  children  were  John  S..  Mm  v  E..  Lnci:i  E.  (who  died  in  New  Jersev.  aged  fifty), 
Harriet  M.,  and  Henry  M.    Tite  huier  was  born  in  Jericho  in  1828.  and  in  1852  came 
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to  Swauton,  where  he  now  resides.  lie  married  Olive  Barker  Sawyer,  of  Rutland 
county,  Yt.,  daughter  of  Xoah  W.  and  Olive  (Barker)  Sawyer,  September  4,  1851.  His 
children  are  Charles  H.,  oi'  Minneapolis.  Minn.;  Ennly  0.,  also  of  Minneapolis;  George 
B.,  a  clergyman,  of  Baltmiore,  ^Md.:  Edward  S..  a  clerfryman  of  Enosburgh,  Vt.;  Walter 
H.,  deceased;  Arthur  W.,  a  law  student  in  New  York  city;  and  Florence  M.  Mr. 
Stone  has  been  justice  of  tb.e  peace  ten  years,  and  held  many  otiices  of  trust  in  tlie  town 
and  count}'-  of  Franklin.  He  was  asscK'iated  with  F.  Tarble  in  building  the  water 
works  at  Swanton.  He  has  ljuilt  two  stores,  and  is  an  extensive  dealer  in  lumber.  His 
mother,  Eliza  Stone,  survives  at  the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  lesides  at  Swanton. 

Suter,  Samuel,  was  born  in  Ober-Entfeldcn  county,  Aaran,  Switzerland,  wlieie  he 
lived  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two.  He  was  a  weaver  by  tiade.  and  w;-.s  twice 
married,  his  childreti  being  Andrew,  who  died  in  Switzerland  at  the  age  of  .^eventy- 
three  ;  Jacob,  who  died  in  New  York  city  :  and  Andrew,  who  njarried  Ann  Kilmn/.. 
Andrew  Suter  had  the  following  children  :  'J'heophohw.  Jacob,  Henry,  Anna,  atul 
Daniel.  The  latter,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  was  born  March  IG,  1837.  and,  came  to 
New  York  city  in  1801.  January  20,  18b9.  lie  removed  to  Swanton,  Yt.,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  mariied  A'en'era,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  F.]lmira  Walther,  of  Switzer- 
land, and  his  children  are  Emil,  Daniel,  Henry  T.,  Louis  W.,  and  Charle.-<  S.  Mr.  Suier 
is  now  a  jeweler  and  a  farmer  in  Swanton,  v.'here  he  has  lived  since  18G!J. 

Thayer,  Amasa,  born  in  ^lassachusetts,  came  to  Swanton  from  J>enm"ngtoii,  Yt.,  in 
1800,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  His  children  were  Amherst,  I'oUy, 
Sumner,  AYheelock,  and  Clarinda.  His  son,  x\inherst.  a  native  of  Bennington,  came 
to  Swanton,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  He  man-icd  li^arbara  Chem.-y,  and 
his  children  were  ^lillicent,  Arrdierst  C,  Wheelock  S.,  Andrew  M.,  and  Lucy  ]*. 
Wheelock  S.Thayer,  a  native  of  Swanton,  married,  lirst.  Julia  Samantha  Church;  his 
second  wife  was  Juliette  Foster;  and  liis  third  wife  was  Julia  C.  Kitts.  He  has  one 
daughter,  Mary  A.  Mr.  Thayer  has  Iteen  a  life-long  resident  of  Swanton,  and  enjoys 
life  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  He  is  a  black'^mith  and  a  farmer  by  occuj)ation,  and  has 
been  town  clerk  for  thirty-four  years,  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  several 
years,  and  has  held  the  otVice  of  town  treasurer.  He  is  a  representative  citizen  and  an 
enterprising  man. 

Tobin,  Theabold  M.,  a  native  of  Weybridge.  Addison  county,  Yt.,  is  a  son  of  AVilliam 
<md  Mary  A.  (Flannigan)  Tobin.  and  married  Sarah  Chase,  of  Fair  Haven,  A't.,  by  whom 
he  has  three  children,  Phillip,  Mamie,  and  Don.  Marcli  10,  1870,  he  started  the  pul/n- 
cation  of  a  weekly  Republican  sheet  called  the  Swanton  Couiner.  j)ul)lished  at  Swanton. 
This  is  a  live  paper,  containing  each  week  an  interesting  gist  of  well-edited  news,  a 
particular  feature  I'cing  his  original  cai  icatures  and  sporting  notes.  It  has  a  circulation 
of  800  subscribers.  Mr.  Tobin  is  a  successful  editor,  outs])oken  in  all  that  tends  to  the 
development  of  local  interests  and  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

Warnei',  Isaac,  son  of  Capt.  .lohn  AYarncr,  was  born  in  Swanton,  Yt.,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  about  seventy  years.  He  served  in  the  Y'ar  of  1812,  and  married  Experi- 
ence Allen,  a  relative  of  Ethan  Allen,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  His  children  were  John, 
Nelson.  Hiram,  Clark,  Amanda,  Experience,  Polly,  Isaac,  and  James  A.  The  latter 
was  born  in  Swanton,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  He  was  at  the  battle 
of  Plattsburgh.  He  married  Sarah  Mix,  of  Stansted,  P.  Q.,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Mary  Mix,  and  she  died  in  1870,  aged  sixty-eight.  Their  children  were  ^Yilliam  P., 
Laura,  Louisa,  and  Jerome  B.  Jerome  B.  Warner  was  born  at  Swanton,  March  15, 
•1839,  and  married  Louisa  M.  \Yarner,  of  New  ^'ork  state,  daughter  of  Lyman  Y'arner, 
and  their  cliildren  are  Nettie.  Allen,  Edwin.  aii<I  A'an  Buren  W .  The  latter  is  a  farmer 
and  resides  in  Swanton  on  the  homestead.  AVilliam  P.  AYarner  was  born  in  Svv-anton, 
•June  '21,  1824,  and  married,  first,  Julia,  daughter  of  Isaac  Coni.^tock,  hy  whom  he 
had  six  children,  viz.:  Frank  P.,  David,  ^[ary  A.,  Orlo  C.  Bertha  F.,  and  Lena  I.  His 
second  wife  was  Yioletta  C,  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Jane  (Donaldson)  Mack,  and  by 
her  he  has  had  two  children,  Rolla  A.  and  Ralph  G.  He  is  now  a  farmer  in  Swanton. 
Capt.  John  Warner  was  a  physician,  and  served  as  captain  in  the  Re\  olutiouary  war. 
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Wauzer,  Hill,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  died  in  New  Hampshire.  His  cliildren  were 
John.  Hill,  Thomas,  Jerusha,  and  Betsey.  -John  Wauzcr,  also  a  native  of  Connecticnt, 
came  to  Swantou  at  the  time  of  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  served  under  General 
Wool,  and  finally  settled  in  Fairfax,  Frardclin  county,  Vt..  where  lie  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eiplit.  He  married  Jcrusha  Colburn,  l^y  whom  he  had  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Willard,  Jay,  Helen.  Daniel,  Alfred,  Theoda,  Lina,  and  John.  The  latter, 
born  in  Berkshire.  Vt.,  in  1S2G,  came  to  Swanton  in  1848  as  a  section  foreman  on  the 
Central  Vermont  Baihoad.  He  married,  tirst.  Sai-ah  Webster,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Sally  Webster.  His  second  wife  was  Jane,  daughter  of  David  and  Ja- 
nette  Lawrence,  ylv.  Wau/er  served  in  Company  V>,  First  Vermont  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, enlisting  September  10,  18G1.  and  was  honorably  dischatged  December  r>1.18()o. 
at  Stephensburg,  Va.  He  re-enlisted  the  same  day  and  sei-ved  until  August  9.  1805, 
when  he  received  his  second  honorable  dischai-ge.  this  time  at  Burlington,  Vt.  He  was 
present  at  tlie  battles  of  Cedar  Mountain,  Chancellorsviile,  the  Wilderness,  Cedar  Creek, 
Winchester,  and  Gettysburg,  and  was  at  Bichmond  at  the  lime  of  Lee's  surrender.  He 
noAV  draws  a  pension. 

Wilder,  Col.  Ransom  E..  was  boi  n  in  Jericho,  Chittenden  county,  Vt.,  in  l'^05.  Ho 
was  colonel  of  a  inilitia  regiment,  and  was  a  general  merchant  in  St.  Albans  Bay  for  a 
few  years,  but  linally  moved  to  Sheldon,  Vt.,  where  he  was  a  farnier  for  many  yeais, 
and  wjiere  he  died  April  13,  18G(|.  at  the  age  of  fifty- five yeais.  He  married  Hai-riet 
Fish,  March  0.  iSol,  a  daugiiter  of  Daniel  and  Sybil  Fish,  of  Sheldon.  Vt.,  who  died  at 
the  acre  of  fifty-three.  They  had  eight  children  as  follows:  Harriet  E..  James  E..  Ed- 
gar. Daniel  F..  Alanson  D..  Allen  D.,  Kllery  J.,  and  Hoyt  R.  Daniel  F.  Wilder  served 
in  Com})any  B.  Vermont  Cavalry,  and  was  commissary-sergeant.  He  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Hagarstown  and  died  at  Fiidey  Hospital,  Washington.  He  had  a  hand-to-hand 
condict  witli  a  Rebel  officer,  whom  he  shot  to  save  his  own  life.  Ellery  J.  Wilder  served 
in  the  late  war  in  the  frontier  cavalry  suggested  by  the  St.  Alban's  raid.  Hoyt  B. 
Wilder,  son  of  Ransom,  was  l)0!-n  in  Sheldon,  ^'t..  October  2.  1848.  was  educated  at 
Fairfax  Institute,  and  v.-as  graduated  from  the  University  of  Michigan  and  Detroit 
Medical  College  in  18GU  and  in  1870.  Ju  1872  he  came  to  Swanton,  wliete  he  has  since 
remained,  practicing  as  general  physician  and  surgeon.  After  his  graduation  he  prac- 
ticed for  two  years  in  Fairfield.  A't.  He  married  Venia  M.,  daughter  of  Josep^h  and 
Malvinea  (Maii'-dield)  Knowles.  of  Cowansville.  B.  Q..  and  his  children  are  Her'oert  A.,- 
Henry  L.^.  Florence  E.,  Annie  G.,  and  Howard  Edgar. 

Wood.  Abraham,  a  native  of  Scotland,  came  to  Chesterfield.  N.  H..  wliere  he  died  in 
September,  1838,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two.  He  mai  ried  Sarah  Loren  of  Sudbury, 
^lass.  *  He  Avas  educated,  at  Hartfoid.  Conn.,  and  was  a  Congregational  minister  muler 
King  George  at  Chesterfield.  X.  H.  His  children  were  Abraham.  Loren.  Cornelius, 
Rebecca,  !^Lary,  Sarah,  and  Flavilla.  Cornelius  Wood  was  born  in  Chesterfield.  X.  H., 
and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five.  He  nuiri-ieil  Famiy  Doolitile,  of  Winchester.  N.  H.. 
daughter  of  Benjamin  an<i  Editha  (Field)  Doolittle.  and  his  children  were  Lucy, 
Stearnes,  N.  A.,  Loren,  Fanny  E..  Cornelius  E.,  Mary  A..  Sarah  E.,  Eben  D.,  Rodney  T.. 
and  l)eniaTnin  D.  The  latter,  born  m  Swanton,  January  11,  1824,  married  Sophia  E, 
Biatt.  of  Swanton.  daughter  of  Allen  and  Asenith  (Wait)  Bratt.  by  whom  he  had  these 
children:  Allen  A.  and  Edgar  C.  She  died  in  Sv.-anton.  July  2(5,  lb8G,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two.  Allen  A.  Wood  married  Flora  Kedfit-ld.  of  Kansas,  daughter  of  J.  C.  Bed- 
field,  and  has  one  daughter,  Carrie  E.  They  are  now  residents  of  Wichita,  Kan.  Ed- 
gar C.  Wood  Tuarried,  first,  Belle  Janes,  of  Swanton.  dauuditer  of  William  and  Calista 
■Janes,  and  had  one  son.  Ciiarle.s.  His  seruiid  v,  ife  is  Dorai^aylor,  of  St.  Armand.  B.  Q., 
daughter  of  Orren  and  ^fary  Gaylor,  and  ji(>  is  now  a  resident  farmer  in  Swanton  with 
his  father.  Avho  has  lived  on  the  Laselii-  farm  for  thirty-two  years.  Fanny  C.  Wood 
married  Royal  S.  Cushman,  of  Gt-or-jia,  Vt..  son  of  Sahnon  and  Highley  Cushnum.  :md 
their  children  are  Frances  A.,  Bhila  E..  auil  Alice  L.  Bhila  E.  Cushman  married  Henry 
G.  Flammond.  of  Dunl>arton.  N.  H..  son  of  Tiionias  and  Hanuah  Flanimond,  and  thev 
have  two  chiMven.  Alice  C.  and  Bldlu  M.    Tliey  are  now  residents  of  Burliufrton,  Vt. 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 


FAMILY  SKETCHES  OF  GRAND  ISLE  COUNTY. 
""O  enumerate  all  of  the  old  and  prominent  families  in  Grand  Isle 


I  county  would  in  itself  make  a  large  and  pretentious  volume,  while 
it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  give  a  genealogical  sketch  of  all. 
We  have  been  compelled,  owing  to  lack  of  space,  to  limit  these  sketches 
to  only  those  who  have  felt  and  manifested  an  interest  in  preserving  the 
records  of  their  ancestors.  Sketches  of  many  of  the  ecirly  settlers  will 
be  found  in  connection  with  the  chapters  containing  the  histor}^  of  the 
respective  towns.  In  this  chapter  biographical  notices  have  been  col- 
lected and  printed  of  those  v/hose  descendants  to-day  form  {he  business 
and  social  life  of  the  stated  localities. 


Bell,  "William,  wa??  born  in  Ireland  and  came  in  early  life  to  Alburgh,  Vt.,  among  tlie 
first  settlers,  where  he  died  at  an  ad\";niced  age.  He  married  ICli/.alteth  Duell,  and  lii.s 
children  were  Orlando,  ]\Iie!iael,  William,  Job,  Elihue,  Ralph,  Taber  S.,  Pha-be,  Polly. 
Elsie,  Rub}',  and  Jane.  Orlando  P)ell  was  born  in  Alburgh,  September  1^  1 .  17i»7.  and 
died  there  October  !?7.  L"^S2.  He  married  Samantlia  Blackman,  who  was  born  iJecem- 
ber  2S,  L^02,  and  died  August  2.  ISSU.  Their  children  were  Flanklin  B.,  born  in  Bom- 
bay, N.  Y.,  Norman,  Martin,  Delia,  Plxebe.  Mary,  Martha,  Ada  E.,  Helen  A.,  and  Calvin 
W.  All  but  Franklin  T>.  and  Calvin  W.  were  born  in  Alburgh.  The  latter  was  born 
in  Bombay,  IS.  Y.,^June  29,  L^2o,  and  can-ie  to  Alburgh  at  tlie  age  of  fne  years  with 
his  father,  where  he  has  remained  up  to  the  present  time.  He  mari'ied  Lydin  J.  Wy- 
man,  Februarys,  1822,  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  their  cliildren  are  George  W.,  Alice  S., 
Emma  T.,  Edna  M..  and  Belle.  Alice  S.  married,  in  ISSQ.  Wilson  Sawyer,  of  Boston, 
Mass.  and  their  children  are  Bessie  and  Edna.  Emma  T.  Bell  married  Frank  P.  Pray, 
of  Alburgh,  and  their  children  are  Nellie,  Mildred,  and  Alice,  now  of  Woodvillc.  N,^H. 

Bremmer,  George,  was  born  on  the  ocean  coming  from  Scotland  to  America,  his  |)a- 
rents  coming  to  Ticonderoga,  N.  Y.,  in  1770.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  w  ar, 
and  was  taken  prisoner  with  his  family  by  the  Indians  and  carried  to  St.  Job.ns.  Can- 
ada, where  he  died.  George,  jr.,  left  St.  Johns  in  1787  and  came  to  Alluu'gh  among 
the  early  settlers,  locating  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  wliere  he  remaip.ed  until  his 
death,  in  1844.  aged  seventy-seven.  Mis  son,  Thomas,  married  Cailiarine  Biamer  in 
L^23,  located  near  his  fatlier,  and  died  in  1850.  His  son  George  married  Mmerva  Rey- 
nolds, of  Isle  La  Motte.  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  Reynolds,  and  their  childi-en  were 
George  W.,  Arthur  It.,  and  Cora.  He  is  now  proprietor  ol'  the  At^.antic  Hotel  at 'Alburgh, 
which  he  has  kept  for  nine  years.  He  lias  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  nine  years,  and 
has  held  other  offices  of  trust.  He  is  also  foreman  for  the  raili  oad  in  the  construction 
of  bridges. 
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Cheeseman,  William,  was  born  in  Kent,  England,  and  came  to  Canada  in  1837.  re- 
moving thence  to  Cliazy.  Clinton  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  nnlil  his  death  in 
i871,  aged  seventy-nine.  Tie  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  married  Ann  Eddie,  of 
Kent,  England,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  ^Faryam  Eddie,  and  their  children  were  Sarah, 
Maryara,  John,  George,  William,  Jane,  Alfred,  and  Frederick  G.  The  latter  was  born 
in  Kent,  Englaml.  July  13.  1830,  and  came  to  Canada  with  his  father  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  and  thence  to  Alburgh  in  1887.  where  he  now  resides.  Pie  married,  in  1S51,  Lo- 
vina  D.  Dewey,  of  Sabrevois,  P.  Q.,  daughter  of  Silas  and  Mary  (Miller)  Dewey,  and 
their  children  are  Silas  \V.,  Aaron  A.,  Wealthy  P.,  William  McG..  Frederick  A.,  and 
Bertha  J.  Capt.  Silas  IT.  White,  a  native  of  New  York,  was  born  in  1703,  at  Fort  Ann, 
\Vushington  county,  N.  Y.,  and  died  at  Sabrevois,  P.  Q.,  at  the  age  of  ninety- three  years 
and  eight  months.  His  Avife,  a  native  of  Ireland,  died  at  the  above  place  in  Canada  in 
1S')7,  at  the  age  of  foriy-seven  years. 

Harrmgton,  Hezekiah.  of  Connecticut,  was  thrice  married.  His  first  marriage  was 
on  Octol;ter  1,  1793,  to  Prudence  Kain,  of  Goshen,  Conn.;  his  second  was  on  October  18, 
1807,  to  Sally  Johnson,  at  Westford,  Vc. ;  and  liis  third  was  on  January  6,  182-i,  to* 
Ptachel  Owen,  at  Perry,  Licking  county,  0,  His  children  were  Giles,  lilarney.  Nelson, 
Sally,  Harvey,  Sylvester,  and  Geoi'ge.  Giles  was  born  at  Barkhanistead,  Conn.,  April 
22,  ISOl,  and  died  at  his  farm  at  Silver  Lake,  near  Au  Sable  Forks,  N.  Y.,  November  22, 
1S73,  aged  seventy-two  years  and  .seven  months.  He  married.  December  24,  182'), 
Phrebe  M.  Dixson,  of  South  Island,  A't.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  Grithth  Dixson, 
and  his  children  were  Henry,  Armon.  William  A.,  Giles,  jr..  Hardy  AY.,  Edward  F.,  Lee 
D.,  and  Wyman  C.  His  widow,  Phii>bc  M.,  still  survives  him  in  East  Alburgh  at  tlie 
age  of  eighty-one.  Giles  Harrinton  came  to  Alburgh  in  March,  1827,  and  opened  a  law 
otiice  at  Alburgh  Center  (then  called  Alburgh  City),  where  he  resided  for  many  years, 
lie  later  removed  to  East  AlV>urgh,  near  Alburgh  Springs,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death.  Mr.  Harrington  had  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  as  an  attorney,  princi- 
pally in  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle  counties,  for  about  fifty  years.  He  had  an  extensive 
])ractice,  and  was  frequently  consulted  in  doubtful  cases.  Ids  knowledge  of  legal  matters 
being  clear  and  acjurate.  and  h!so[)inions  on  legal  questions  were  regarded  as  sound  and 
worthy  of  great  consideration  and  respect.  He  was  an  honorable  man — alw/iys  advis- 
ing clients  to  settle  their  ditTei'ences  rather  than  engage  in  litigation.  He  was  emphati- 
cally a  peacemaker.  A  writer  in  the  Montpelier  Argus  thus  truthfully  does  justice  to 
his  general  character  as  a  citizen  :  "  To  the  sterling  virtues  and  incorruptible  integrity 
of  Giles  Harrington,  our  pen  cannot  do  justice.  He  Avas  several  times  elected  as  rep- 
resentative from  Alburgh  to  the  state  legislature,  and  was  also  state  senator  and  judge 
of  probate.  At  difierent  times  die  was  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor,  member  of 
Congress,  and  also  for  presidential  elector." 

Harvey,  Alanson  IL,  was  born  in  Swanton,  Yt.,  Novend'cr  12,  1839,  and  came  to 
Alburgh  while  young.  He  married  ^Mary  M.  Harris,  of  Stanbridge  East,  Province  of 
Quebec,  who  was  born  April  17,  l''^37.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Alonzo  and  Phebe  Harris. 
Vj.r.  Harvey  is  now  a  general  merchant  at  East  Alburgh.  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  for  twelve  years.    He  is  aUo  serving  as  postmaster. 

Harvey.  Calvin,  was  born  in  St.  Albans.  Yt.,  in  February.  1799.  and  came  to  Alburgh 
Springs  in  18-l."l.  where  he  died  October  25,  1877.  Pie  married,  first,  Alraira  Hicks,  and 
second,  ]Mary  Hicks,  and  his  children  were  Caroline,  Sally.  Julia.  Alanson  II.,  Silas,  and 
Charles  P.  The  latter  was  born  in  Swanton.  Yt.,  March  25.  1829.  and  married  Cordelia 
Donaldson,  of  AH-urgh,  daughter  of  Clarissa  (Niles)  Donaldson,  and  they  have  one  son. 
David  S.  The  latter  was  born  in  Alburgh  Springs.  Yt,  September  18,  I8G2,  and  is 
now  a  general  merchant  at  that  place  where  he  has  been. engaged  in  business  for  eight 
years.  Charles  P.  Harvey  is  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  ^Irs.  C.  P.  Ilarve}"-  is  postmistress 
at  Alburgh  Springs. 

Ladue,  Samuel,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Allturgh,  Yt.,  among  the  early  settlers  of 
the  town.    The  family  was  of  PVencli  origin, —  Huguenots, — persecuted  by  the  Catholics, 
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and  driven  to  this  country  from  France.  He  married  Selina  Newell,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  eicrhty  in  j^Jeekniantown,  Clinton  county,  N.  Y.  Samuel  died  at  the  same  place  ag-ed 
eighty-three.  Their  children  "vvei-o  Albert,  Newell.  Abram,  Lorace,  Sylvester,  and  Enie- 
line.  Lorace  was  born  at  Alburgh,  \  and  died  ni  18(32,  at  the  age  ol  thirty-six.  He 
was  a  wheelwright  by  trade,  and  nian-ied  Martha  lirow  u.  daughter  of  James  JJrown,  of 
Alburgh,  and  their  children  were  Amelia,  Emma,  and  Fred  L.  Fred  L.  Ladue  was  born 
in  Beekmantown.  N.  September  7.  ]>'>'-K  and  married  Is'ellie  A,  Young,  of  Alburgh, 
daughter  of  Nelson  and  Charlotte  M.  (.Manning)  Young,  September  3,  18S,'),  anr)  they 
have  one  son,  Glendon  Y.  Mr.  Ladue  graduated  fiom  the  Albany  Medical  College  in 
LSS3,  and  commenced  as  a  regular  practicing  physician  and  surgeon  at  Albuigh  Ir^jirings 
Vt.,  in  April,  1SS3,  whei  e  he  has  continued  up  to  the  present  timewirh  mark(Ml  siicces<_ 
Manning,  Jo.'^hua,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  Sei>teniber  I"),  IToL^^nd  died  in  Alburgh 
at  an  advanced  age.  He  canie  to  Alburgh  in  17S7  among  the  eaiiy  settlers.  serv(Hl  m 
the  War  of  L^l'2.  and  received' a  wound  from  which  he  never  recovered.  JJe  was 
twice  married,  his  children  by  his  fji-st  wife  l)eing  .foshua,  liebecca,  Absolom,  Harry, 
John,  Thomas,  Joseph.  Richard,  Gabriel.  Elenora,  and  ]\Lai-garet,  Kichard,  a  native  of 
Alburgh,  was  born  in  1793  and  died  in  18')8,  and  was  a  life-iong  resident  of  that  ]>lace. 
He  married  Lucina  Dai  by,  who  was  Ijorn  December  *25,  1708,  and  died  September  18, 
185G.  She  was  a  daughtei-  of  Jonathan  Darby.  Their  children  were  James  13.,  born 
March  22,  ISIO;  Jane  A.,  born  January  12,  1818;  Joshua  S.,  born  AFarch  22.  182«  ; 
Phtfc'be,  born  Noveml>er  17,  182!t;  Jonathan^  born  April  1>^27;  AU>ert  W.,  born 
Aprd  25,  1833  ;•  Gilbert,  born  March  1.  1837;  ^Lary  R.,  bom  September  G,  1831); 
George  H.,  born  August  1,  1842;  an<I  Allen,  born  July  3U,  1822.  The  latter  married, 
first,  Louisa  Darby,  January  23,  1811,  daughter  of  David  and  Rei)ecca  Darby,  and  sec- 
ond, Julia  A.  Harver,  February  IG,  18oL  daughter  of  Calvin  llarver.  His  thiid  mar- 
riage was  to  Mrs.  Mathilde  (Clark)  Chambeilain,  March  \4,  1887.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Alice  Clark.  His  children  are  Gilbert  G.,  born  August  19,  1841  ; 
Miranda  G.,  born  July  23,  1843:  Asahel,  born  .\ugust  20,  1845;  Hiram  E.,  born  Octo- 
ber 30,  1847:  George' A.,  born  March  2,  185<>;  and  Rosette  L.,  born  Jidy  8,  1852.  Mr. 
Manning  is  nov.-  a  resident  on  the  homestead  farn).  He  served  as  fust  lieutenant  of  the 
first  company  in  town,  formed  at  the  time  of  the  St.  Albans  raid,  and  was  an  orderly  in 
the  French  war  and  received  a  land  warrant  for  the  same.  Gilbert  and  Asahel  both 
served  in  the  late  war  and  drew  jjensioiis.  Mr.  Manning  has  sei  ved  as  justice  of  the 
peace  for  twenty  years,  and  held  the  olhcc  of  side  judge  for  four  years,  with  numerous 
other  offices  of  trust, 

McCargar,  Thomas,  was  born  and  lived  until  manhood,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and 
came  to  Kemptville,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  as  a  farmer,  where  he  died.  He 
married  Phu?be  lleaJii.  of  Kemptville.  Canada,  daughter  of  Malvin  Beach,  and  their 
children  are  Hugh.  Henry.  Benjamin,  David.  Tyrus,  ililo.  Betsey,  Sarah,  ^fary,  Nancy, 
and  Plitebe.  Hugh  was  born  at  South  Gower.  Canada,  where  the  mother  was  tempo- 
rarily moved  on  account  of  the  War  of  1812.  but  he  lived  and  died  at  K'euqttville  at  the 
aae  o-f  fifty-six.  He  married  Elmina  Denmark,  of  New  York  state,  daughter  of  Peter 
Denmark,  and  their  children  were  Margaret,  Myron  E.,  Phcebe,  and  William  D.  ]i[yron 
E.  McCargar  was  born  at  Kemptville  in  1818,  and  came  tu  Alburgh,  Vt..  in  1S73, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  married  Emma  E.  Eddy,  daughter  of  John  and  Adaline 
Eddy,  and  they  have  two  children.  }»lerrill  E.  and  William  E.  Mr.  ^^IcCargar -is  now  a 
produce  dealer,  in  which  business  ht.'  has  been  engaged  tor  seven  years.  He  has  held 
the  position  of  selectman  of  the  town  for  two  years.  He  also  ovv'us  a  farm  in  Allmrgh. 
Hugh  McCargar  Avas  captain  of  a  compnny  of  militia  at  the  battle  of  the  Wicilmill  I'oint, 
Prescott,  Canada,  in  the  Canada  Radical  war  in  1837,  Avhon  the  rebels  from  the  I'nited 
States  were  cornered  in  the  windmill  Cor  refuge.  He  was  among  the  men  who  captured 
and  took  them  prisoners  of  war.  Their  leader.  General  Yi\n  Shoults.  and  <evei\al  others 
were  hanged  l<efore  (^ueen  Mctoria  commuted  the  sentence  to  banisliment  to  Van  Die- 
man's  Land  instead. 
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Mills,  Samuel  II.,  \Vi\s  born  in  Willianisiown.  Mass..  July  0,  1779.  Ilis  father,  Alrel 
Mills,  served  in  the  Kevolationar}'  war.  and  soon  ai'ier  tlie  wai"  Samuel  II.  with  his 
father  moved  to  CoUvell's  .Manor.  P.  <,).. where  Al>el  reniamed  until  his  death.  March  ].">, 
1849.  Samuel  H.  n.arried  Harriet  Cuiiin.  who  was  horn  April  1,  1791.  and  died  March 
17,  1876.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Wait  Catlin,  of  Bedford.  P.  (,».,  iuid  her  children  were 
Emahne  A.,  horn  Januai-y  li<>,  It'OS;  Adaline  A.,  born  October  '2.  IS19:  Eleanor  A., 
born  July  5,  1813;  Janies' W.,  born  Anunst  18.  1810:  Samuel  H.,  born  May  19,  1SJ8: 
Reed  M.,  born  June' 11,  1820;  Mina'rd  E..  born  August  4,  1822;  Elviia  li.,  born  Au;^- 
ust  10.  1825:  Guy  C,  born  July  19,  1828;  HamiUon  A.,  born  November  7,  18^0;  and 
Charles  1^..  born  March  11,  1>'.!4.  Hamilton  A.  married,  tirst,  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Peck,  of  Troy.  N.  Y.,  and  l»y  hei-  had  six  children:  Henry  \Y..  William  S., 
Frank  H.,  Mary  E..  George  B..  and  Mina  D.  He  married,  second,  April  17.  188^  Mrs. 
Maty  A.  Pray,  of  Allnirgh  Springs,  \'t.,  daughter  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Clawson) 
Kowen.  Her  tii-st  husband.  Fred  C.  Ptay.  died  November  19,  1881,  aged  twenty  nine. 
He  was  a  son  of  David  and  Eleanor  Pray.  Mr.  .Mdls  is  nou'  the  propi  ietor  of  the  M*aii- 
sion  House  at  Alburgh  Spiings,  a.sunnner  hotel  of  note,  built  in  is;38,  and  with  a 
capacity  for  accommodating  iUO  guests.  This  hotel  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  ^lissis- 
quoi  Bay  at  the  head  of  Lake  Chani[>lain.  He  served  in  the  late  war  in  Company  A, 
Thirty-sixth  Ma.^sachusetts  Yolunteers,  for  thi  ee  years,  participating  in  the  engagemetits 
at  Antietani,  Fi-edeiicksburg,  an«l  South  Mountain.  He  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge in  LSG."j. 

Morse,  Louis,  was  Vtorn  in  the  Provnice  of  Quebec,  and  moved  to  Newport.  Yt., 
at  the  age  of  about  eighty-live  \  ears,  where  he  died  about  1880,  aged  eighty-eight. 
His  three  children  were  Filander,  Lewis,  and  Betsey,  Fdander  was  born  in  Newport, 
Vt.  and  died  in  Swanton  in  1887.  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Clark,  of  Swanton,  and  their  children  were  Clark,  Etlson,  George.  Mary,  Julia,  Alida, 
Linnie,  and  Ciiarles  L.  The  latter  was  born  in  Swanton,  and  married  Mary  A. 
Bohannan.  October  oi>,  187.').  She  wa.^  a  danghtei'  of  Andrew  and  Ann  (Gale.s) 
Bohannan.  and  was  born  in  Alburuh.  Apiil  \'.].  18o.'>.  Theii-  children  are  Merton  C, 
bori3  November  4,  1878.  anil  Boy  W.,  born  July  K^82.  Mr.  '\Iorse  is  now  a  resident 
of  Alburgh.  and  is  engage<l  iii  business  as  a  farmer  and  a  merchant. 

Phelps.  Abel,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  served  in  the  Wai-  of  1812  at  the  battle  of 
Platlsburgh.  He  came  to  South  Ishuid  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and. died  m  Alburgh 
in  18t)0.  at  the  age  of  eighty-live.  He  was  a  farmer.  an<l  married  Maiy  Pelton,  of  Otis, 
Mass.,  daughter  of  Ephraim  Pelton,  and  hischildi  en  were  Orange,  Ophelia,  Benager,  ^lix. 
Olivia,  Marcellus,  Sidney,  and. Marietta.  Marcellus  was  born  in  Soutli  Hero,  Yt.,  wdiere  he 
married,  Octobei-  10.  1827,  luipjirasia,  daughter  of  William  and  Pluebe  Ames  Uussell,  who 
died  in  1875.  aged  tifty-six.  Their  children  Avere  luigene.  Helen,  Herbert  C,  Herman, 
Elizabeth, Pluvbe,  William,  and  Alice.  Heri-ert  C.  a  native  of  Alburgh.  was  born  Decem- 
ber 31.  1844.  and  gi  aduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  L'niversity  of  Ann  .\rbor, 
Mich.,  in  1874.  He  eonin)eneed  practice  as  a  regular  physician  and  surgeon  at  Alburgh 
Center,  where  he  is  now  located.  He  served  in  Company  K.  Eleventh  Infantry  Yt-rmonc 
Vohmteers.  designated  also  as  the  First  \"ennont  Heavy  Artillery,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek.  He  was  wounded  and  received  an  honorable  dischaige  August 
31,  18G5,  and  is  now  drawing  a  i>ension.  He  has  been  in  the  government  service  for 
twenty-two  year.*:  as  lighthouse-keepe!\ 

Reynolds,  Ca{)t.  Grindle.  was  born  in  Ireland  and  early  came  to  Grand  Isle,  Yt., 
from  Connecticut,  amonfj  the  early  settlers,  dying  there  ar  an  advanced  age.  He  held 
many  oltices  of  tiust  in  the  town.  His  children  were  Jackson,  Guy,  Wdliam,  Henry 
H..  Mary,  Sally,  Betsey,  and  Julia.  Henry  H.  was  born  at  Grand  Isle,  in  lsi)4.  where 
he  lived  many  years.  He  llnally  removetl  to  Alburgh.  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two.  Mr.  Reynolds  represented  th.e  town  and  county  in  both  branches  of  the 
legislature.  He  was  thiee  times  married,  his  tirst  wife  being  Ann  E.  Hyde,  of  Giavul 
Isle;  his  second  being  Ph(ebe  Landoiij  also  of  (irand  Isle;  and  his  thiid  being  ^Irs. 
i'>] 
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Julia  Boardiiian.  of  Soulh  Hero,  Yt..  daughter  of  John  Landoii.  His  children  weie 
John,  Hardy,  Charles,  Ann  E.,  and  Maria.  Hardy  L.  Reynolds  was  born  in  Alihon, 
Vl..  Januai-y  25,  lS5r>,  and  married  Annie  E.  Gallar^her,  of  Alburgh.  \'t.,  Xoveinher  U, 
1878,  daughter  of  Jose|ili  and  Ann  E.  (Curtis)  Galhighei'.  They  have  two  children, 
Julia  C,  born  November  11),  1879.  and  Annie  K.,  born  Feliruary  2,  1S81.  He  is  now  a 
farmer  and  retains  the  homestead.  He  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Re])resentatives 
in  1S>^4 -8G,.and  was  elected  state  senator  in  L'^'JO. 

Scott,  Darius,  was  a  son  oC  Lemuel  (who  died  iu  Montreal,  Canada)  and  Betsey 
Scott  (who  die<l  in  New  York  city).  Both  are  buiied  in  Fletcher,  Yt.  Darius  was 
born  in  Fletcher,  and  died  in  Wolcott,  Yt.,  in  August,  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eiglit 
year<.  He  was  a  farmer  and  drove  a  stage  from  Cambridge  to  St.  Albans  for  twelve 
years,  or  until  18G2.  He  niarried  Olive,  daughter  of  Artemas  Larral'ee.  and  his  chil- 
dren were  William  F.,  Adeiia  M.,  and  Marcus  D.  The  latter  was  boi  ii  in  Cambi  idge, 
Yt.,  January  9,  1815,  came  to  AU'in-gh,  Decemtier  1,  ISSiJ,  and  married  Helen  M.  AVal- 
bridge,  of  \Volcott.  daughter  of  Ira  and  Martha  (Morj-ell;  Walltildge.  They  have  one 
daughter.  Minnie  E.,  wi:o  married  Henry  A;  Kusic,  of  Wolcott,  and  has  one  son.  ^Ir. 
Scott  served  in  Company  E,  First  Yermout  Cavalry,  enlisting  August  15.  1801,  and 
was  honoral)ly  discharged  Jul}''  20,  1805,  by  reason  of  a  gunshot  wound  through  the  left 
wrist  at  Columi)ia  luirnace.  Shenandoah  Yalio}',  \'a.,  and  on  at-eount  of  which  he  now 
draws  a  pension.  He  has  held  many  olliccs  of  pul)lic  trust,  having  been  listei,  justice  of 
fhe  peace  in  Lamoille  county,  and  selectman  sevei  al  terms  each..  He  has  been  comman- 
der of  George  P.  Foster  Post,  No.  55,  G.A.B  ,  W.M.  of  Mineral  Lodge,  No. 9:3,  F.  and  A.M.. 
and  is  now  deputy  collector  and  inspector  of  customs  at  the  {)ort  of  Alburgh  Springs. 
Yt.  lie  is  a  farmer,  and  o\\  ns  a  farm  of  llU  acres  in  Wolcott,  \'t.  ^Villiam  F.  Scott 
is  now  editor  of  the  Barre  Jinlerprise  at  Barre,  \'t.,  being  also  one  of  the  oldest  printers 
in  continuous  service  in  Yermont.  He  learned  his  tiade  of  Hon.  E.  13.  AVhiting,  of  the 
St.  Albans  Messen;/er,  commencing  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  being  now  fifty- 
two.  He  married  Abbie  Hartwell,  of  Berlin,  Yt.  Adeiia  M.  Scott  married  Harvey  A. 
Rowell,  who  served  three  years  in  the  Eleventh  Yei-mont  Yolunteers,  and  now  resides 
in  Washington,  Yt. 

Yantine,  Benjamin,  a  native  of  Germany,  catue  to  New  York  city  with  his  brofhci-, 
where  they  separated.  IJenjamin  coming  to  Grand  Isle.  A't.,  and  from  there  to  Chazy, 
N.  Y., -soon  after  the  war  of  the  ]{evolution,  and  among  the  early  settlers.  He  cleared 
a  fine  farnj,  and  with  Ids  sons,  David  and  John,  served  in  the  \Var  of  l'^]2,  at  Platts- 
burgh  and  Sackett's  Harl)or.  1'he  British  encimped  on  }i\v.  Yantine's  farm,  where  they 
lenniined  for  several  days  on  their  way  to  Plattsburgh,  and  he  never  received  payment 
for  the  supplies  they  bought  of  him.  He  died  in  1825  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  Ilis 
wife,  Polly,  bore  him  nine  children :  David,  John,  Joseph,  Emanuel,  Peter,  Lizzie, 
Catherine,  Dorcas,  and  Polly.  Joseph  was  l^orn  iu  Grand  Isle.  Yt..  and  died  in  Chazy, 
N.  Y.  He  married  Sophronia  Newman,  of  ^lilton.  Yt..  daughter  of  John  and  Hnldah 
Newman,  and  his  children  are  Jane,  Catherine,  Alvira.  Anne  E.,  ALary.  George,  and 
Peter.  The  latter  was  born-  at  Chazy,  N.  Y.,  April  24,  L^29,  and  married,  first, ^Irs. 
Leticia  Sowles,  daughter  of  Ilehry  and  Nancy  Greggs,  and  his  children  by  lier  were 
Hardy  and  Wyman.  Plis  second  marriage  ^vas  with  Mrs.  Phebe  Sowles,  daughter  of 
Richard  and  Loi.-ina  TDarby)  Manning-,  ^larch  IS,  18G9.  who  bore  him  one  daughter. 
Lilhe  M.  Mrs.  "\'antine's  first  husband  was  Charles  Sowles,  whom  slie  married  Decem- 
ber 3.  1850.  He  died  August  22,  18G7.  Their  children  were  Edwin  E.,  James.  Frank 
H.,  Ira  C,  and  Milford. -  Peter  Yantine  lias  been  postmaster  of  Alburgh.  Yt.,  for 
.twenty-two  years. 
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Grand  Isle. 

Adams,  Edwin,  l)orn  August  27,  1S3L  is  a  son  of  Hector  Adarns,  who  ^  as  l»orn  at 
Bai'lington,  Vt.,  in  IS'X).  and  mai-ried  Laura  Mariam.  by  whom  he  had  eight  childi-en.  Ed- 
win Adams  married  .\L\ria  B.  Tobias,  Noveml>er  4,  18.j3,  who  was  born  July  7,  IS'S.].  Her 
parents  were  Solon  and  Mary  Tobias,  lile-long  residents  of  Grand  Isle.  Solon  was  horn 
June  11,  179.'>,  and  died  September  17,  1874.  His  wife,  Mary,  was  born  November  28, 
179'),  and  died  Man;!)  G.  1873.  The  children  of  Edwin  Adams  are:  Edna,  born  October 
11,  1854  :  .Ellen,  born  June  ].  18(i2,  died  December  l.j,  ]8G3;  Mattie  G.,  born  June  22. 
1868;  and  Harry  E.,  born  Decembei-  11  l^Gll,  tlied  January  20.  1891.  Edna  married 
Homer  E.  Griswold.  January  12.  18^0.  and  their  chiMren  are  Fannie  E.,  boi-n  July  2S^ 
1882,  and  Ellen  A..  Itorn  Eebruai-y  11.  Is^ii.  Mr.  Adams  came  fro!n  the  town  of  Mil- 
ton to  Grand  Isle  in  1S19,  and  engaged  with  D.  E.  Griswold  as  a  clerk,  but  soon  be- 
came a  partner,  and  remained  about  a  year.  He  then  spent  some  time  in  Wisconsin 
with  a  company  of  railroad  engineers  and  returned  to  Grand  Isle  in  1853,  engaging  in 
mercantile  pui'suits  and  in  fai-ming.  He  represented  the  town  in  the  Genera!  Assembly 
in  1859-()U  and  was  shenfl'of  Grand  I.<le  county  in  IS-'lO-Gl.  He  went  to  Michigan  in 
18G3,  where  he  was  employed  for  four  years  in  farming  and  speculation.  In  18(i0  he 
located  permanently  at  (rrand  Isle,  and  has  since  been  er.gaged  ni  a  general  store  and  in 
fanning.  He  has  "also  been  town  treasurer,  listei-,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  assistant 
I'nited  States  assessor. 

Ladd.  Lewi.s,  born  .April  28.  1797,  at  Norwich.  Conn.,  came  to  Grand  Isle  with  his 
parents  ai.»out  1800.  He  married  Maria  Hyde,  February  28,  18-12,  and  t\\'0  children 
were  born  to  them,  viz.:  Margaret  A.,  born  in  Deceml)er.  1842,  and  Alfred  IL.  born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  184S.  The  former  married  Wyman  M.  Gordon,  March  23.  18G;).  AllVed  H. 
Lidd  nnirried  Jane  White,  March  18,  1885,  and  their  chihJren  are  Maria  Iv,  born  Au- 
gust 5,  ISSij;  Lewis  Alexander,  born  June  5,  1888;  and  Maroaret  Isal>el,  born  Febiu- 
ary  24.  ISOU.  Lewi.>^  Ladd  was  one  of  four  .sons  who  worked  ti)gether  for  .several  years 
and  accumulated  considerable  prooerty,  which  was  divided  about  1847,  when  Lewis  be- 
came sole  owner  of  the  farm  at  Ladd's  Point  in  the  town  of  Grand  Isle,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  January  21,  18<;7.  His  wife  died  in  Decemlier,  1874.  She  was  a 
descendant  of  an  old  English  family  of  distinction  and  wealth,  and  upon  the  mother's 
side  was  from  a  family  by  the  name  of  Dean.  There  are  now  in  the  possession  of  A.  H. 
Ladd  two  pieces  of  antique  furniture,  a  secretary  and  an  old  F^ngli^h  sideboard,  which 
Avere  brought  from  England  fully  2**0  yeai-s  ago,  and  have  always  I)een  owned  by  some 
of  the  family.    They  are  well  preserved  articles,  and  excel  in  workmanship  and  finish. 

ISLE  La  IMotte. 

Hall,  Enoch,  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  in  1788  came  to  Isle  La  Motte.  Vt.,  where 
he  lived  untd  ijis  death  in  18uG.  at,  the  age  of  .seventy.  He  was  one  of  six  families  that 
settled  in  Isle  La  Motte  from  Guildhall,  Vl.,  was  one  of  the  hrst  three  .selectmen  of  the 
town  in  1791,  was  a  very  active  man  in  the  mterests  of  the  connnunity,  and  held  many 
otlices  of  public  trust.  He  married  vSarali  Merrill,  and  his  children  were  Natiianiel, 
Grace,  and  Elihu.  The  latter  married  Roxana  Holcomb,  and  their  children  were  James. 
Enoch,  Hiram.  Simeon,  Ira,  Laura,  Carmi,  Ciiarlotte,  Diana,  Jeremiah,  Mariah.  and 
Lovisa.  Carmi  Hall  was  born  in  Isle  La  Motte  and  married  I'olly  Pike,  by  whom  he  has 
these  children:  Piansom,  ^[elissa.  Ira  A.,  Jerod  P.,  lOUen  M..  and  Allen  M.  Piansom 
Hall  married  Charlotte  A.,  daughter  of  Dyer  and  Martha  P.  (Hallj  Hill,  and  his  chihlreii 
are  Addis  0.  and  Dyer  H.  Tiie  former  is  now  a  noted  stenograplier  in  Poston,  anil  an 
inventor  of  a  new  system  of  phonography  called  lialls  .Multum  in  Parvo  Phonography. 
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Hill,  Caleb.  Itorn  at  Granville,  N.  V.,  came  to  Isle  La  ^Nfottc,  \t.,  about  LSUG  anionic 
the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  where  lie  remained  until  his  death  in  ISW,  He  \vas  a 
hotel-keeper  on  the  nortli  end.  and  was  shot  by  an  American  oHicerJn  the  War  of  ISI'2 
in  ills  own  house.  Fie  cleared  several  farms  .md  owned  a  <iood  share  of  the  land  on 
Isle  La  ^L)tte  at  that  time.  He  married  Cynthia  Strong',  of  Cranville,  N.  Y.,  dan.uhter 
of  Seth  Strong.  Their  children  are  fihoda,  h-a.  Calvin.  Nathan,  Horace,  Harry,  Hiram, 
Caleb,  Barbara,  .Nfaria,  Charlotte,  and  Pha'bc.  Calvin  Hill  v^^as  born  at  Granville,  N.  Y., 
and  came  here  with  his  fathei-.  He  married  Mercy  Pike,  of  Isle  J^a  Motte,  ]\L-\rch  14, 
18IG,  daughter  of  Ezra  and  Polly  (Garlick)  Pdce,  and  his  children  were  Dyer,  Cynthia, 
Nelson,  Calvin.  Mercy,  Phd.'be,  Henry,  and  Franklin.  He  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-six 
on  June 'J5,  1831.  His  widow,  ^fei'cy  Hill,  still  survives  her  husband  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three,  residing  on  the  homestead — the  oldest  person  now  living  on  Lsle  La]Motte. 
Dyer  Hill  was  born  on  Isle  La  Motte  in  the  sauie  house  wliere  he  has  always  lived,  and 
is  now  seventy-two  years  of  age.  He  married,  tirst,  ^[artha  Hall,  of  Isle  La  Motte, 
daughter  of  Enoch  and  Hannah  (iScott)  Hall,  and  their  children  are  Henry.  Alice,  Char- 
lotte, VYilbur,  and  Juliaji.  Hem-y  and  Julian  graduated  from  the  University  of  \'er- 
inont,  Burlington,  Henry  being,  a  lawyer  and  Julian  a  physician,  the  latter  being  located 
in  Buflalo,  N,  Y.  Dyer  Hill  married,  second,  JLinnah  Wait,  of  Isle  J;aMotte,  daughter 
of  Wilh'nm  and  Betsey  (Trumnn)  Wait.  His  grandfather.  Gardner  Wait,  drew  a  peii>ion 
from  his  service  in  the  lie\ ohitionary  war.  iC/i-a  Pike  was  also  a  soldier  of  tlie  iJcvolu- 
tion.  Henry  C.  Hill  was  born  in  Isle  La  Motte  in  182S,  July  Lst,  and  inairied  Cornelia 
Scott,  of  La  Motte,  daughter  of  Flarry  and  Cornelia  (Wicker)  Scott,  July  ],  18r>2.  His 
children  are  Elvira  C,  who  married  Dr.  0.  A.  Holcoinbe,  of  Plattsburgh,  N,  Y.,  by 
whom  he  has  one  daughtei',  Jessie;  Herbert  E.,  who  married  Enjma  Chrystie,  daughter 
of  Rev.  Robert  Chrystie,  and  had  two  children,  Edith  C,  and  Hattie  C.  and  died  in  1881?, 
March  loth;  and  Lena  L.,  who,  on  August  19,  )8S5,  married  Frank  H.  Sevei-ance,  now 
editor  of  the  Bullalo  Express- lUustraied,  and  by  whom  she  has  one  son,  Hayv.  ard  M.: 
Arthur  IL,  now  in  New  York  city;  and  May  A.,  who  mari-ied  R.  E.  Houghton,  June  0, 
1889,  and  has  one  son,  Rf^land  H.  llemy  C.  Hill  has  served  as  town  clei-k  foi-  {wo 
years,  postmaster  for  sixteen  years,  was  state  senatoi'  in  18bG-<i7,  and  has  been  a.  mei- 
chant  for  thirty-nine  years.  Arthur  H.  Hill  married  Kathleen  "W.  Simons,  June 
1S91. 

Holcomb,  Jesse,  was  l«orn  in  Connecticut  and  came  to  Isle  La  Motte,  Yt.,  while 
young.  He  was  among  the  tirst  settlers  of  the  town,  and  cleaied  a  farm,  where  he  lived 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  He  married  Mehetable  Winchell,  and  his 
children  were  Timothy,  Martha,  Amasa.  Chloe,  Spede,  Timothy,  2d,  Jesse,  Electa,  ^lary, 
and  Ephr;um  A.  The  latter  was  born  in  Isle  La  ^lotte,  March  10,  1814.  and  mariied 
Mercy  Hill,  of  I.sle  La  Motte,  who  was  born  ^lay  .3,  1S24,  a  daugliter  of  Calvin  and 
Mercy  (Pike)  Hill.  Their  children  were  ^lyron,  Byron,  and  Mahlon  B.  The  lattci-.  a 
graduate  of  Burlington  College,  married  Marcia  AL  Stearns,  of  Brasier,  St.  Lawrence 
county,  N.  Y.,  daughter  of  Nathan  Stearns,  and  they  have  one  son,  Fiank  ^I.  He  is 
now  a  practicing  physician  at  Kee-^eville.  Essex  county,  N.  Y.  Byron  T.  Holcomb 
married  Laura  Duston,  of  Sun  Prairie,  Wis.,  daughter  of  Frederick  Duston,  and  they 
have  three  children.  Helen,  Myron,  and  Frederick,  ilr.  Ilolcondj  is  now  a  resident  of 
Chicago  and  Evanston,  111,  being  engaged  in  a  sugar  refinery.  He  graduated  at  the 
IJ^iversity  of  Burlington.  Flphraim  A.  Holcomb  served  in  the  Yermont  legislatuie  in 
1842-43  and  has  held  many  oHices  of  trust  in  the  town. 

Pike.  ICzra,  Avas  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  came  from  Hoosick.  N.  Y..  among  the 
first  settlers,  clearing  a  farm  on  which  he  died  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-eight.  He  Avas  a 
pensioner  of  tlie  war  of  the  Revolution  and  lield  many  oftices  of  trust  in  the  town  of 
Isle  La  ^lotte.  He  married  Polly  Garlick,  and  his  children  were  FJzra,  Reuben.  Jesse, 
Jarvis,  Jerod,  Henry,  Sally.  Terza,  Lucy,  Emeline,  Mercy,  Polly,  and  Anna.  Ezra  Pike 
was  born  in  Massachusetts  and  came  to  Isle  La  Motte  with  his  fiither,  where  he  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-three,  in  187.").    He  married  Barbara  Hdl,  of  Isle  La  Motte,  daughter 
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of  Caleb  and  Cynthia  (Strong-)  Hil],  and  their  c-hildren  were  WilHani,  Preston,  Emily, 
Mariah.  Alliina,  Theresa,  Mary,  Meliitahle,  and  Seneea  11.  The  latter,  born  on  Isle  La 
Motte,  September  13,  ISIG,  married,  first.  Cyntliia  E.  Hall,  of  that  town,  on  March  2, 
1840,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ira  and  Cynthia  (Wait)  Hall,  and  his  children  by  jier  are  Perry, 
Aml.)rose,  Thererina,  Seraphina,  Ezra,  Ira  E.,  Seymour  S.,  Sidne}'  L..  Fillmore,  Linnie, 
and  ilerritt  L.  He  married,  second,  March  24,  18SS,  ^lai  tha,  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Susan  (Hall)  Hall.  Mr.  Pike  has  served  as  representative  of  Isle  La  ^fotte  two  terms, 
and  has  been  ju.stice  of  the  peace  for  se.vei  al  years.  He  is  now  side  judge,  and  has  been 
constal>le  twenty-one  years.  He  was  twice  elected  high  sherifl  of  his  count}',  and  was 
captain  of  the  first  company  organized  in  the  town  daring  the  late  war,  the  company 
being  an  independent  one.  Martha  Hall  married,  first,  AVinfield  S..  son  of  Charles  and 
Lucy  (Barney;  Carew,  and  hail  one  son,  llerl)crt  L.  ftleccased;.  Mr.  Carew  died  March 
17,  187G. 

Rochester,  Geoi'ge,  was  born  in  Northumberland,  England,  and  in  1810  came  to 
Champlain  among  the  early  settlers,  where  he  died  in  1855.  aged  sixty-eight.  He  mar- 
ried Jane  Yeman,  of  Northumberland,  England,  and  his  children  were  George,  Waller, 
Tlioma.-:;,  Alexander,  Nancy,  and  John.-  John  Rochester  was  born  at  Champlain,  N.  Y., 
September  16,  1819,  and  married  Nancy  ^IcGregor,  of  Alburgh,  Vt.,  daugiitcr  of  Dun- 
can McGregor,  and  their  children  were  Elenora  and  Elda  A.  He  is  now  a  resident 
farmer  of  Isle  La  Motte,  v/here  he  has  lived  since  18G5.  He  has  ])een  mate  on  a  steam- 
boat.for  twenty-two  years.  Duncan  ^[cGregor  was  present  when  Caleb  Hill  wi\s  shot, 
and  helped  to  extinguish  the  fire  as  it  caught  from  the  shot. 

Scott,  Henry,  a  cousin  of  Gen,  Winfield  Scott,  born  near  Albany,  N.  Y.,  November 
24,  17G3,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  came  to  Grand  Isle  county  with 
Ethan  and  Ira  Allen,  his  cousins,  as  one  of  the  early  settlers.  He  owned  the  southern 
part  of  the  town,  and  died  in  March,  1833.  He  was  a  descendant  of  Cornelius  Scott, 
who  was  a  sou  of  William  and  S;i,rali  (Den  ickson)  Scott.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of 
Cornelia  Pogardus.  who  was  a  daughter  of  William  Pogardus,  who  was  a  son  of  A  nnette  or 
Anneke  Webber  Jansen.  or  Anneke  Jan.s  who  was  a  granddaughter  of  Xing  \Villiam  the 
Third.  .G<e^mtH+ft^  T^u^T)an7^n^verordus  Pogardus.  was  the  first  .settled  minister  in  New 
York  city.  Henry  Scott  married  Christiana  Rowley,  and  their  children  were  Mary,  born 
July  2,  1785;  Attee.  born  September  14,  1780;  ^Largaret,  liorn  April  ],  1788;  Pelinda, 
born  August  19,  1789;  Harry,  born  October  12,  17!)0;  Christiana,  born  February  11, 
1792;  Simeon,  born  May  15.  1794;  Hannah,  born  July  17,  1795;  Cornelius,  born  Apiil 
28,  1797;  Daniel,  l»orn  July  8,  1799:  Sullivan,  born  February  9,  1802;  and  Ethan,  born 
March  12,  lSii3.  Harry  Scott  married  Cornelia,  daugijter  of  Joseph  and  Dolly  (Knapp) 
Wicker.  She  was  l»orn  in-Hardwick,  Mass.,  August  24,  1794.  Their  children  are  George, 
MariA,  Harriet,  Allen.  Wealthy.  Puillia  M..  Cornelia  L.,  Anson,  Amasa,  and  Elviia. 

North  Hero. 

Blanchard,  R.  C,  has  resided  in  North  Hero  about  thirty  years.  He  was  born  at  Isle 
La  Motte  in  November,  1824,  and  spent  several  years  in  New  Y^ork  state,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Grand  Isle  county.  He  married  Marriette,  daughter  of  John  Truman, 
of  Alburgh.  in  March.  1851,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children:  Wellington,  An- 
drew, P.  C.  Annette.  Helen,  and  George.  P.  C.  and  Annette  reside  in  this  town. 
The  latter  is  the  wile  of  Eldridge  Hutchins  and  has  two  children.  P.  C.  Planchard  is 
with  his  fatlier  on  a  stock  farm  of  nearly  400  acres,  where  they  make  a  specialty  of  fine 
horses  and  c:ittle. 

Dodds,  D.  L.,  born  August  IS.  1805,  resides  on  the  farm  which  his  father  owned  and 
occiipied  for  many  years.  Mr.  Dodds  Avas  educated  ar.  Barre  and  Burlington,  Vt.,  and 
at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  He  is  a  successful  farmer  and  a  dealer  in  produce.  His  father, 
David  Dodds,  came  from  Scotland  in  about  1845,  and  settled  at  North  Hero,  where  he 
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soon  acquired  property  Avhich  he  prudently  and  successfully  nuinaged  until  his  death. 
He  owned  aljout  400  acres  of  land  in  the  town,  and  his  capacity  for  business  led  him 
into  other  pursuits,  especially  dealing  in  gi-ain,  etc.,  which  also  yielded  him  a  large  re- 
muneration. He  was  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  of  tFic  county.  In  IS')7  he 
married  Sarah  J.,  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Mary  Ha/.en,  and  they  Avere  the  parents  of 
twelve  children  :  Mary  C,  born  January  '2,  L'^oS,  married  -L  H.  Sternburgh;  J.  Watson, 
born  April  "_!•■>.  1S5!»,  died  April  11,  LSSO :  Emma  born  January  IT,  L^dl,  n)arried  R.  K 
Samson;  Oscar  IJ.,  born  June '11,  ISO.'J;  David  Leslie;  William  R.,  born  September  5, 
18G7  ;  Helen  M.,  born  February  20.  1870;  Warren  C.  l)orn  December  21,  187  L  :  John  IL, 
born  December  20,  1873:  Walter  W.,  born  October  10.  1875;  Solon  A.,  born  f)e(^ember 
13,  1S77;  and  Clyde  11.,  horn  OutobiM-  23,  1870.  Mrs.  Dodds  dietl  April  3,  1881,  m  her 
fortieth  year.  He  married,  second.  Lcttie  Bennett,  in  A])ril.  IBS").  One  son,  Stanley  S., 
was  born  to  them  on  March  1  1,  188G.  Mr.  Dod<ls  died  Mi'rch  1,  ISIK).  in  his  si.\ty-ihird 
year. 

Dodds,  Matthew  W.,  son  of  James,  was  born  November  7,  L^5-l,  and  is  a  thorough 
and  practical  farmei-.  lie  married  Sarah  H..  daughter  of  Jerome  and  Anna  (Hazen) 
Hutchins,  February  20,  1878,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  th'  in  :  Gladys  A., 
born  Octolter  2>!.  l"^80:  Anna  B..  born  July  27,  L^85;  Glenfoi-d  M.,  b  irn  .Vpril  2.'], 
1?S>'  ;  and  Babe,  born  August  20  iS'.jij.  James  Dodds  was  born  .Marcli  0,  1820,  came 
to  Amer  ica  in  early  life  and  located  at  North  Hero.  He  was  a  well  known  and  influen- 
tial citizen,  and  a  successful  fai-mer  and  merchant.  He  die<l  June  28,  1870.  His  wife, 
Maty  ( llei'i  ington)  Dodds,  died  April  .3,  188.">.  Jerome  Huichins  M'as  a  prominent  citi- 
7,eii  of  North  Hero,  und  held  oliices  of  responsibility,  especially  that  of  r:.'presentative  to 
the  General  AssemlJy.    He  ilieil  November  0,  l^S  j,  and  his  wife.  Amia,  July  10,  ]SS3. 

Hathaway,  R.  R..  born  at  St.  Albans  J*oint,  Vt.,  February  20,  1830.  is  a  son  of  Hiram 
and  Adaline  (Tuller)  Hatiiaway,  of  St.  Al!)ans,  who  were  tlie  parents  of  seven  children, 
four  ot  wliom  are  livmg.  R.  R.  Hathaway  spent  his  earli»M-  life  upon  a  farm.  HeA\  ent 
to  California  in  and  spent  sevei'al  years  in  mining  and  in  other  pmsuits.     A  few 

years  after  his  return  he  lot;ated  at  North  Heio.  where  he  engaged  in  l)U.^".iness  in  a  gen- 
eral store.  He  has  held  the  o nice  of  town  treasurer  for  scA  eial  successive  years,  Avas 
postmaster  for  sixteen  years,  has  served  as  de{)Uty  sheriir,  represented  the  town  in  the 
legislature  of  1888.  and  has  been  county  clerk  of  Grand  Isle  county  sinct;  L~^70.  He 
married  Elizabeth  F.,  daugiiter  of  Jose]>h  and  Clarissa  Evarts,  of  Georgia,  ^'t.,  in  De- 
cember, 1800.  They  have  three  children  :  A dd:c  B.,  l>orn  February  11,1805;  Charles 
H.,  born  in  September,  1871  ;  and  Ray  R.,  born  February  5,  188.5. 

Haynes,  Elijah,  bom  at  North  Hero,  May  23,  1803,  was  educated  at  Bm-lington.  Vt., 
,  and  liecame  a  physici.ui,  practicing  in  his  native  town  for  twenty-five  or  more  }'ears. 
He  was  many  times  elected  by  his  native  town  to  the  difleient  town  oflices,  and  was 
probate  judge  in  Grand  Isle  county  from  1 8">3  to  L'-^GO.  His  first  wife  was  JLarriet 
Darrow,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Benton.' now  a  successful  physician 'of  Grand  Isle. 
He  subsequently  married  Polly  Ann  Darro'.v.  who  bore  him  these  children  :  Mary,  born 
July  18.  1810,  married  0.  P.  Knight,  to  wliom  was  born  these  children:  Fred  L.,  Ern- 
est, Abbie,  Oscar,  Custer.  Waldo  E.,  and  Hardy.  Mary  died  January  1,  1881.  and 
Abi)ie  died  November  4.  1^87.  Moses,  born  November  23,  l^-iT.  William,  born  Janu- 
ary 22.  1850.  hilson.  born  in  1853.  died  in  December,  1859.  Jessie,  born  ?\larch  8, 
1850.  died  June  8,  1^8 1.  Luman  E.,  boi  n  Octoi)er  0,  18bt").  William  Haynes  was  edu- 
cated at  the  common  schools  and  at  Bedford,  Canada.  He  has  held  the  oflices  of 
selectman  at  North  Hero  and  judge  of  probate  for  Grand  Isle  county.  He  married 
Josie,  daughter  of  Julius  and  Sophia  fFrazer)  Miner,  <  )ctober  4.  L'^75.  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Grace.  Jay  F.,  Chauneey  W.,  Fannie  A..  Guy  K..  an<l  Harry  W.  Luman 
Haynes  man'ied  Eilitli  Rai*e,  by  whom  he  has  one  son.  L.  E.  Haynes.  2d,  and  with  his 
brother  William  oei-uj)ies  the  homestead.  A  beautiful  grove  of  maples  and  other  tiees, 
planted  by  Elijah  Haynes  about  forty  years  ago,  beautify  the  place. 
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Ilazen,  Joseph,  came  from  Connecticut  to  North  Hero  in  170O.  He  liad  a  family  of 
eight  children,  t^ix  of  whom  remained  in  town  and  were  useful  and  influential  citizens. 
Uriah,  the  yo'.mjzest  .«on,  resided  upon  the  farm  until  his  death.  He  was  i;orn  June  o, 
178G,  and  died  May  30,  1S79.  His  wile  was  Polly  S.  Honsinyer,  who  was  born  at  A\- 
burgh,  June  18,  1810,  and  died  }klay  14,  188;j.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children  : 
Sarah  J.,  born  June  9.  1841,  who  became  the  wife  of  David  Dodds;  Uriah  H.,  boi  n  Sep- 
tember 21,  isl-j;  and  Ida  M,,  I'orn  May  11,  iSo.'J.  Uriah  U.  Ha/.eu  married  Maiy  J., 
daughter  of  Christopher  and  Abigail  Pillow,  in  18G6.  and  their  children  are  Isa^M.,  born 
June  6,  18(J7  ;  Kate  M.,  born  July  23,  1871  ;  Henry  A.,  born  March  23,  1873;  Albert 
and  Allen  A.  (twins),  born  September  4,  1875;  Dan  L.,  born  December  10,  1870;  and 
Rhoda  L.,  born  December  30.  1882.  Isa  M.  Ilazen  married  Ira  Thorpe,  March  1,  1887, 
and  they  have  '^  daughter,  Iva.  born  November  20,  1888.  Uriah  H.  Ha/en  has  always 
remained  upon  the  farm  of  his  father.  He  has  bet-'U  selectman,  town  supoi-intendent  of 
schools  for  four  years,  aiul  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  successive  terms.  He  is  a  man 
of  strict  integrity,  a  strong  advocate  of  tem})ei'ance,  a  great  reader,  and  a  deep  thinkei'. 

Hyde,  Rev.  W.  11.,  born  May  20,  1833,  at  East  Highgate,  Vt.,  was  educated  in  the 
scliools  of  Frariklin  county,  and  s])ent  some  time  in  the  West  in  various  pursuits.  He 
left  these  interests  thinking  that  a  more  useful  life  wf)nld  better  accord  with  his  ta.ste 
and  judgment,  and  therefoi-e  engaged  in  the  ministry,  following  this  chosen  work  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the  St.  Albans  district  of  Vermont  for  nearly  forty 
years.  He  has  spent  several  winters  in  Florida,  where  he  lias  established  a  mission 
school  for  colored  girlj;  where  they  i-eceive  mental  and  moral  trjiining,  and  where  they 
are  also  taught  industrial  ])ursuits.  He  married  Rhoda  J.,  daughter  of  Charles  P.  and 
Rhoda  (Adams)  Drown,  of  Kden,  Lamoille  county,  Vi.,  in  March,  l8G0,  and  they  have 
two  sons,  Geo'.ge  D..  born  March  1,  1803,  and  \\'illia;n  D.,  born  March  21,  1806.  The 
former  was  educated  at  l>akerstield,  \'t.,  and  at  the  Vermont  Methodist  Seminary  at 
^Montpelier.  He  studied  medicine  and  graduated  from  the  Atlanta  ^[edical  College, 
Georgia,  and  from  the  Post- Graduate  School  and  Hospital  of  New  York  city.  He  engaged 
in  missionary  work  in  Mexico  under  the  auspices  of  the  ;Mis5?ionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  for  nearly  live  years,  and  supplemented  liis  gospel  labors 
by  giving  gratuitous  medical  attendance  to  those  for  whom  he  lai)oied.  treating  several 
thousand  patiejits  ann;ially,  among  whom  were  .«everal  hundred  cases  of  small-pox. 
Overwork  and  climate  influence  made  it  necessary  that  he  return  to  tlie  North,  and  he 
is  now  engaged  in  the  gospel  ministry  and  in  the  }>r:tctice  of  medicine  at  North  Hero. 
He  married  Aletlia  C.  daughter  of  Charles  E.  and  Abbie  (Hunt)  Halsted,  of  New  York 
city,  Mav  1 1.  ls80.  Their  two  children  are  George  Edward,  born  at  Tettela  de  Ocampo, 
[Mexico,  "March  0.  18^7.  and  Charles  Halsted.  born  June  5,  1890,  at  Belleview,  Fla.  Mr. 
Hyde  is  honorable  secretufy  of  the  I'-gypt  Ex{)loration  Fund  Society,  which  has  I'oen  so 
actively  and  su(;cessfu11y  engaged  in  archu'ological  exploration  in  Ugypt  during  the  last 
two  years.  The  Hyde  families  are  of  English  descent,  their  ancestors  coming  to  this 
coinitry  about  1700. 

Tudhope.  John,  born  at  Paisley,  Scotland.  November  12,  1801,  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Mary  Tiidliope.  His  father  emigrated  to  this  country  in  April.  1805,  and  the  family 
came  about  three  years  later,  -lohn  w.as  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Grand  Lsle 
county  by  private  tutors  and  at  Pougiikeepsie.  N.  Y.  He  commenced  business  as  a 
merchant  at  North  Hero  in  .luly,  L'^^^u.  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  has  held  the 
oftice  of  town  clerk  since  1887,  and  the  confidence  of  his  townsmen  in  his  ability  and 
integi-ity  found  exiiression  in  his  lieing  chosen  to  represent  North  Hero  in  theAssemblv 
of  1800-91.  He  is  recognized  as  a  conscientious  and  able  representative,  and  is  ever 
zealous  in  the  interests  of  his  town  and  count  v. 
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I  Catholic  church,  the,  498. 

!  rej^resentatives,  498. 

clerks,  498. 
I  county  odicers,  498. 

1  state  olhcers,  499. 

I  justices  of  the  peace,  499. 

i  lawyers.  499. 

I  physicians,  499. 

I  population,  499. 

I  grand  list,  499. 

!  military  liistory,  499. 

I  l^'j-ee  Masonry,  295. 

French  and  lOnglish,  relations  between,  44. 
;  and  Indian  war,  28. 

power  ended,  57. 
1  Frontier  Cavalry,  204. 
I  Frontier  Lodged  No.  74,  302. 
1  Frontier  Post,  No.  70,  459. 

Froniier  Sentinel,  the,  273,  4G5. 
!  Froniier  Sentinel,  the.  4G5. 
I  Fullington,  John.  542. 
j  Furman,  D.  G.,  248. 

GATES,  John,  324. 
Gates,  Morello  S.,  250.    .  • 
j  Gates  succeeds  Sullivan  in  command  of 
]      the  American  army,  96., 
i  Geographical  and  topogra])hical,  19, 
j  Georgia  Aeaden)v.  58G, 
;  George,  Alvah  if.,  253. 
I  General  Asseniljly,  the  lirst,  78. 
i  Georgia  town,  history  of,^G4. 
;  chartered,  1 11. 

!  settlement,  5G8. 

j  first  olhcers  chosen.  571. 

i  manufactures,  578. 

schools,  581. 
highways,  581. 
military  history,  582. 
I  clerks,  585, 

i  representatives,  585. 

Academy,  58G. 
Congregational  church,  588. 
Baptist  church,  590. 
i  M.  E.  church,  591. 

j  Emmanuel  P.  E.  church,  501. 

!  family  sketches  of,  758. 

j  Gilbert,  N.  A.  cfcCo.,  443. 
i  Gilmore,  CiiarlesC,  biography  of,  698. 
'  portrait  of,  098. 
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Gloucester  county  erected,  GS. 
GotY  family,  ther4G3. 
Grand  Central,  the  (hotel),  38-1-. 
Grand  Chnpter  li.  A.  M,  organized  at  Rut- 
land, 20(j. 
Grand  Isle  coim^y  forn)ed,  114. 

erected  and  ori^Mni/^ed,  122-124. 

county  buildiuLTS,  124. 

tOAvns  granted.  112. 

chief  judges  of  the  Countv  Court, 
125. 

a??istant    judge.^    of    the  County 

Court,  l2o. ' 
senators,  12{). 
state's  attorneys,  126. 
sherills,  12G. 
cleiks.  127. 

judges  of  probate.  127, 

soMiers,  20">. 

topograpliy  of,  23. 
Grand  Lodge.  F,  and  A.  M.,  foiined.  295. 

re-organixed,  200.  -  . 

Grand  Isle  tow  n,  history  of,  G44,'  - 

chartered,  113, 

settlement,  G45. 
_rirst  town  officers,  GIZ.  -   — 

military  history,  G4U. 

churciies,  G51. 

r e p r e se n  t a t i  \-  es .  ('> 5 2 . 

family  sketches  of,  805. 
Grants  made  of  Franklin  countv  towns, 
110. 

Green  Moriutain  Roys,  G'i -G7.   .  • 

Green  Moiuitain  l^ivisioii  ]>.  of  H.  B.,  388. 

Green  Mountain  Divisi(»n,  No.  330,  J>.  of 

L.  E.,  388. 
Green  Mounfain  Jouri/aJ.  the,  27-'>.  4G5. 
'Green  Mountain  r-Oil^e.  No.  1,  G70. 
Greene  family,  the,  223. 

HALDIMAND    correspondence,  the, 
8G,  104. 
Hall,  Col  Alfred  A,,  24G. 
biography  of,  GOO. 
portrait  of,  24G. 
Hall,  Bennt'tt  C,  247. 
Harvey.  Daniel  A.,  4-13. 
Ilaswel!  Lod-e.  Xo.  31,V301. 
Hawley,  Abijah,  470. 

Haynes,  James  Maihson, ,  biograpliy  of, 
G80.         '  '  ■  '  "  ^ 
portrait  of.  328. 
Hazeltine,  Gen.  Silas  Berkley,  biography 
of,  702. 


,  Hazeltme,  Gen.  Silas  Berkley,  portrait  of, 
1  522. 

Henveel  Lodge,  Xo.  30,  F.  and  A.  M:,  62G. 
Ilighgatc  and  Franklin,  topographical  char- 
acteristics of,  21. 
'  Highgate  town,  history  of,  503. 

chartereil,  111. 
j  settlement,  598. 

j  population,  600. 

j  military  history,  GOl. 

i  family  sketches  of.  763. 

Highgate  village,  C05. 
East  Highgate.  f'.07. 
,  ^i.  E.  church,  607. 
Congregational  church,  60S. 
Catholic  church,  009. 
t  St.  John's  Episcopal  chr.rch,  009. 

i  representatives.  GIL 

'  Hill  Chapter,  .Xo.  14,  3o:>. 
'  Hill,  Merrill  Jackson,  239. 
HogHi].  Charles  P..  243. 
Hoiyoke,  Richard's  children,  324. 
Hotchkiss,  Cephas  A.,  biography  of,  G97. 

oortrait  of,  584.  " 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Samuel,  493. 
•  Hunt,  Stratton  B.,  480. 
,  Hurlbut,  A.  K.,  Post.  No.  6,  G.  A.  II.  386. 
Hnrlbut,  A.  IL,  \V.  R.  C,  387. 

:  TM.PLEMEXTS  of  the  Indians,  29. 
JL    Tndt'pendence  of  the  United  State3,75, 
rndeJtendent  Order  of  Railway  Conductors, 
the,  3.SS. 

Indian  implements,  illustrations,  31,  33,  35. 
occupaiion  and  relics,  25, 
I  IrocpK-'is,  the,  26. 

Isle  La  Motte  Lodge,  No.  81,  309. 
,  Isle  La  Motte  town,  iiistory  of,  053. 
'  chartered,  1 13. 

\  granted,  054. 

i  named  by  the  legislature,  650. 

{  settl'.'ments,  657. 

!  military  history,  658. 

!  marble  industry,  the,  659. 

!  representatives,  GGO. 

I  village  of.  GGO. 

1  family  sketches  of.  >^05. 

I  Isle  of  Patmos  Lodge,  Xo,  17,  308. 

;    TANES,  Jonathan.  219. 

'  t)     Jay,  John,    appointed    minister  to 

I      England.  136. 

Jenne,  Janjes  Nathaniel,  M.D.,  biography 
'      of,  710. 
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Jenne,  James  JSathaniel,  M.D.,    portrait  j 
of.  12(iO.  I 
Jewell.  Willard "s  cliildren,  324.  , 
Jewett,  Col.  A.  B.,  l^io^^raphy  of,  G88.  | 

portrait  of,  18G. 
Jewett,  Elani,  534. 

Jewett,  Lieut.  Erastus  W.,  biography  of, 
683. 

portrait  of,  682. 
Judges  of  probate,  121. 
Judicial  power  of  Franklin  count}',  how 
invested,  1 17. 

history.  214. 

K ELTON,  Hon.  Otis  Nelson,  249. 
biography  of,  086. 
portrait  of,  560. 
Kendall,  Alau.son  A.,  444. 
Kendall,  Lucius  C.  4-14. 
Kendall,  The  B.  J.'CoinDany,  441. 
Kimball,  Hamilton     Co.,  -J 43. 
Kin.sley,  John,  543. 

LADD,  Jed  P..  254. 
Lafayette  Chapter,  No.  4,  305-440. 
l^afayette  Coniinandery,  No.  3,  307. 
Lafavette  Council,  No.  7,  307. 
Lake  View.  340. 
Lamb,  James,  545. 
Lamoille  Lodge,  No.  6.  2*08. 
Lamoille  Lodge.  No.  25,  F.  and  A.  M.,  476. 
Lamoille  Mark  Lodge,  No.  15,  300, 
Laujoille  River,  22. 
Land  titlf>,  early,  01. 

controversy  over,  63. 
granted  by  the  P'reneh,  58. 
grants  of,  early,  60. 
granted  by  Gov.  Wentworth,  02. 
Lawrence,  John,  444/'' 
Le  Protecteur  Conadienne,  271. 
Lewis.  John.  535. 
Lexington,  battle  of,  90. 
Lincoln  Lodge,  No.  78,  302-446. 
Little.  Peter.  352. 
Locklin,  Wiliiam  B.,  251. 
Loco-Foco.  the.  27(). 
Loop,  Phillyer,  221, 
Lovewell,  Robert's  cliildren,  324. 
Lyon,  A.sa,  220. 

MANLEY,  Allen  IL,  444. 
Map  of   the  Champlain  country 
made  by  ;^L  Angler,  58. 
^[avsh  famil},  the,  324. 


Marvin,  Ebenezer,  first  chief  judge,  219. 
Marvin,  Ehenezer's  report  of  the  investi- 
gating committee,  133. 
Marvin,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  404. 
Mason,  Alvin  II.,  biography  of,  703. 

portrait  of,  400^ 
^^asonic  history,  295. 
^[ass3cre  at  Fort  William  Henry,  53. 

at  Westminster.  73. 
McAllister  &  Green,  443. 
McFceter.^.  Emmet,  250. 
.\fcGettrick,  Felix  W.,  243. 
Medical  profession,  the.  255. 

society,  the  first  organized  in  Ver- 
mont, L'OO. 

Meeting  of  delegates  of  the  colonies  at 

Alha)iy,  50. 
Meigs  family,  the,  325. 
Afcssctttfcr  and  Adverlisei;  the,  209. 
Miles,  Charles  A..  Lodge,  No.  31,  679. 
Mditary  force  organized,  OG. 

maneuvers  in  1700,  57. 

measures  required  to  enforce  the 
laws,  138. 

militia  engagements  in  1750  and 
1757,  52. 
Miller,  Mrs.  Hugh,  448. 
^[irums.  John  IL,  250. 
Missi.--(pioi  Bank,  the.  027. 
^[iss^squoi  Fiouring-Mill,  the,  443. 
Missisquoi  Lodge.* No.  9.  209. 
]\rissi.-quoi  Lodge.  No.  38,  681. 
Missisciuoi  Railroad  Company,  289. 
^[issisquoi  River,  21. 
Missisquoi  Woolen-Mills,  the,  443.  ' 
Montcalm,  Geneial,  52. 
Montefiore,  Joseph  H.,  245. 
Montgomery  town,  history  of,  551. 

chartered,  112. 

settlement.  553. 

higiiways,  550. 

village,  557. 
-  topogra])hy  of,  20. 

family  sketches  of,  770. 

Montgomery  Center,  557. 

manufactures,  558. 

clerks,  501. 

treasurers,  501. 

constable.s,  501. 

selectmen,  502. 

representatives,  503. 

first  freemen's  meeting,  555. 

topographical,  552. 
Montreal,  campaign  against,  04. 
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NATIONAL  Car  Company,  SSL 
Naval  en;>-agement   befoie  Platts- 
burgh,  15L 
Naval  maneuvers  in  1775,97. 
New  Connecticnt,  77. 
Negotiations  with  Canada,  8G. 
New  Hampshire  Grants,  condition  of  af- 
fairs on  tlie,  G4. 
New  Hampton  Institute,  the,  475. 
Newspaper,  the  lii'st,  2G7. 
New  York  niuttiority  ceases,  88. 

jurisdiction  over  Vermont  territory. 
50 -Go. 

Ninth  Regiment,  183.  , 

roster,  ISL 
Noble,  Guy  Cliaplin,  239.  . 

biography  of.  714; 

portrait  of,  372. 
Non-intercourse  act  enforced,  143. 
North  American  Indianf,,  24, 
North  American,  the,  270. 
North  Hero  town,  history  of,  GGl. 

settlement.  GG2. 

first  ofiicers.  GG4. 

highways,  GGo. 

industrial  interests,  GG7. 

chu relies,  GG8. 

clerks,  GGO. 

representatives,  GGO. 

family  sketches  of.  807. 
Norton,  Jolm  G..  biography  of,  GGO.  . 

portrait  of,  700. 

ODD  Fellowship  in  Franklin  county.  G70 
Officers   of  the  Vermont  Central 
Railroad.  288. 
Order  of  Rail  way  Conductors,  the,  388. 
Organization  of  'Counties,  107. 
Oriental  Lodge,  No.  88,  303. 
Orton.  Gideon,  480. 

1)AIGE,  Stephen   Wilson,  M.D.,  biog- 
japhy  of.  (502. 
portrait  of,  G02. 
P'ltriot  war,  the,  15G. 
!   ople's  Trust  Company,  3G8. 
i  •  -sonal  characteristics  of  Allen,  Warner, 

and  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  04. 
Petitions    for    ratification    of  French 
grants,  50. 

Physicians,  list  of,  admitted  to  the  Frank- 
lin County  Society,  2G2. 
of  the  several  towns,  2G5. 
Pipes,  Indian,  37. 


Pixley  Post,  No.  102,  447.  - 

Plattsburgh,  battle  of.  148. 

Pomeroy,  Dr.  Enoch,  401, 

Port  Washington,  351. 

Possessions  of  the  French,  44. 

Post,  Nathan  Nicholas,  247. 

Potter,  Freeborn,  322. 

Powell,  Bradford,  4G0. 

Powell,  Capt.  John,4GL 

Powell,  Edward  Henry,  241. 

Powers,  David's  children,  323. 

Present  bar  of  Franklin  county,  the,  233, 

Presidents   of   Franklin  County  Medical 

ISociety,  succession  of.  2G4. 
Press  of  Franklin  and  Grand. Isle  counties, 

2GG. 

Printing  office  the  poor  bov's  college,  the, 
2GS. 

Probate  com-ts  established,  217. 
Proclamation  of  Cadwallader  Golden,  G3. 
Progress  of  medical  science.  25G-259. 
Puritans,  landing  of,  at  Plymouth,  39. 

RAID,  the  Fenian.  212. 
Raid,  the  St.  Albans,  20G. 
Railroad.s,  273. 
Rand.  Jasper,  23L 
Rebellion,  war  of  the.  1G0-20G. 
Reciprocity   treaty    established  between 

Veri>K)nt  and  Canada,  120. 
Register  of  the  Franklin  County  Bar,  220. 

of  the  Grand  Isle  County  Bar,  253. 
Relics  of  Indians  discovered,  25. 
Repertory,  the,  2<;^. 
Repository,  the,  268. 
Rf-sumt  of  the  War  of  1812.  153. 
Revolutionary  war,  the,  74. 

the  period  of,  Oo. 
Reward  olTered  for  tlic  arrest  of  Ethan 

Allen  and  associates,  71. 
Richardson.  Gen.  I.  B.,  Post,  No.  92,  477. 
Rid/ford  Gazette,  the.  273-405. 
Richford  Journal  the,  273-4G5. 
Riciiford  Lodge.  No.  18.  G81. 
Richford  town,  history  of,  447. 
first  settlement.  448. 
provi-^ions  of  the  ciiarier,  449, 
town  meetings.  440. 
grand  list  for  1 700.  450. 
representatives,  452. 
business  interests,  452. 
village,  455, 
East  Richford,  45G. 
South  Richford,  45C. 
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Richford  town  schools,  4oG. 

chu^che^,  457. 

Second  Baptist  churcli,  457. 

Tinrd  Baptist  ciiurcli,  458.  j 

first  Methodist  cln«s.  158.  ' 

Ad.vent  churcii,  458.  • 

rrotestant  Episcopal  church,  458. 

family  sketches  of,  773. 

Roman  Catholic  chnrch,  450. 

societies  and  orders.  -I5U. 

business  interests,  4(!}.  i 

physicians,  4(j4. 

dentists,  4G4. 

druggists,  -1()5. 

newspapers,  4G5. 
Robinson,  Sanmel,  sent  to  England,  06.  . 
Rocky  Point,  o4!>.  j 
Rogers,  ^rajor's  expedition,  55.  ' 

attack  of.  5G. 
Rogers,  Rev.  William,  1G"J. 
Rood.  Vernon  D.,  540. 
Rounds  family,  the,  404. 
Royce,  Charles  S.,  4<i;]. 
Royce,  Homer  E..  2"-I8.  ' 
Royce,  John  S.,  4G;i. 
Royce,  Mai.  Stephen.  22.').  533. 
Royce,  Stephen  Iv.  25(>. 

JJuulee  family,  the,  o.")4.  \ 
Rugg,  J3eniamin  F..  i)fography  of,  712,  ; 

portrait  of,  712. 
Rumors  of  war.  135.  | 
Russell,  Thomas.  470.  \ 
Rustodt,  Harry  E.,  245.  ' 
Rutland  county,  act  establishing,  IS. 

O  ABIN.  Alvah.  584.  \ 
O    Sanderson,  Ebeficzer,  401. 
Savage,  Gibson's,  children,  324.  ! 
Sawyer,  Joseph's,  children.  324.  ': 
Schedule  of  physicians'  prices  established, 
2G4. 

Schuyler,  Colonel,  attack  of.  ui)on  French 

outposts,  45. 
Scott,  Lemuel,  543.  ! 
Searls,- Oscar  Smalley,  M.D.,  biographv  of,  j 
722.  ^  1 

portrait  of,  GOG.         .  i 
Second  Regiment,  1G3.  i 

roster,  1G5.  \ 
Second  Regiment  U.  S.  Sharpshooters,  204.  i 
Second  Vfrmont  Battery.  204. 
Seigniories  granted.  58-50. 
Settlements,  early,  Gl. 

the  Mrst,  .^9. 

ur. 


Seventeenth  Reginjent.  107. 

roster,  108. 
Seventh  Regiment,  178. 

roster,  180. 
Seventy-six  Lodge,  No.  14,  300. 
Sheldon  Agricultural  Library  Association, 
G25. 

Sheldon  family,  the,  G17. 
Sheldon  town,  history  of,  Gil. 

chartered,  1 1 2. 

early  town  meetings,  G17. 

Sheldons.  the,  CI  7. 

clerks,  G20. 

Grace  Episcopal  church,  G21. 
Congregational  church,  G21. 
M.  E.  church,  G22. 
family  sketches  of.  770. 
Poor-Ilouse  ^^  ssooiation,  G27. 
njineral  spi  nigs,  G23. 
hotel?,  (V.M. 
raids,  G24. 
railroads,  G25. 
library,  G25. 

Henveel  Lodge.  No.  30,  G2G. 

higlnvavs,  02 'i. 

bank,  027. 

schools.  G27. 

town  poor.  G27. 
Sheldons,  the,  G17. 
Sherifls,  121.  * 
Sisco,  William,  402. 
Six  Nations,  the,  2G. 
Sixth  Regiment.  173. 

roster,  174. 
Skeels,  Grin  Green,  biograj^hy  of,  721. 

portrait  of,  600. 
Smith,  Capt.  John,  explorations  b}^,  39. 
Smith,  Edward  Curtis,'  240. 
Smith,  Fuller  C,  251.' 
Smith,  Hon.  John  GJregory,  234, 

biography  of,  720. 

portrait  of.  28,^. 
Smith,  Hon.  John.  Ijiography  of,  723. 

]>ortiait  of,  270, 
Smith,  Hon.  Worthinfjion  C,  biography  of, 
715. 

portrait  of.  380. 
Smuggling  operations,  128. 
Soule,^ Charles,  23t). 
South  Hero  town,  history  of,  G70. 

granted,  073. 

first  settlements,  G72. 

lirst  town  ollicers,  074. 

early  ferries,  ()75. 
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South  Hero  town,l)ri(lges,  G76. 

Keeler's  Bay.  GTiJ. 

churches,  077. 

agricultural  matter?,  (i78. 
Sou'les,  Edward  Adam?,  237. 
Sowles,  Lewis,  22 L 
Spafford,  Cnpt.  Uroadstreet.  .479. 
St.  Albans  Advertiser,  tlie,  209,  272. 
Si.  Allans  Adviser,  the,  208. 
St.  Albans  Bay,  o'jO. 

early  settlers,  :]r)4, 

11.  E.  church,  35o. 
St.  Albaus  Cold  Storage  Company,  382. 
St.  Alhans  Daily  Messeiigtr,  the,  209. 
St,  Albans  Foundry  Company,  380. 
St.  Albans  Gas  Light  Com-panv,  382. 
St.  Alhans  Berald,  the.  272. 
St.  Albans  Home  Journal^  the,  272. 
St.  Albans  Hospital,  3<i9. 
St.  Albans  llou^e,  3SL' 
St.  Albans  Library  Association.  389. 
St.  Albans  Lodge]!  No.  31,  079. 
St.  Albans  l^oint  Creamery,  353. 
St.  Albans  raid,  the,  200. 
St.  Albans  Steamboat  Company,  352. 
St.  AUians  town,  history  of,  310. 

chartered,  112-312. 

early  settlement,  315. 

town  meetings,  317-318, 

early  settlers.  318. 

grand  list,  319. 

first  school  district,  330. 

early  military  organizations,  331. 

during  the  War  of  1812,  333. 

Canadian  rebellion,  the,  338. 

town's  poor,  the,  3-10. 

in  the  Kelieilion,  311. 

raid,  the;  313. 

in  the  Fenian  raid,  345. 

centennial,  the,  347. 

villages,  hamlets,  and  localities,  348. 

family  sketches  of,  779.   ^  - 

clerks,  354, 

representatives,  354. 
St.  Alhans  Transcript,  the.  271. 
St.  Albans  Trust  Company,  3*i8, 
St.  Albans  village,-  history  of,  355. 

incorporation  of,  357. 

postmasters  of,  300. 

educational  institutions  of,  360. 

banking  institutions  of.  304. 

Warner  Home,  the,  309. 

hospital,  the,  309. 

Taylor  Park,  370. 


St.  Albans  village  water  supply,  372. 

churches  and  church  societies,  373. 
Contrregational  church.  373. 
M.  E.  church,  374. 
St.  Luke's  P.  E.  church,  375. 
Church  of  the  Lnmaculate  Concep- 
tion, 37f!. 
present  business  interests.  385. 
societies  and  orders,  380. 
libraries.  38>^. 

Church  of  the  Holy  Guardian  An- 
gels, 377. 
First  Baptist  ehui-ch,  378. 
^         First  Universalist  church,  378. 
manufactures,  379.  , 
hotels,  383. 
{  St.  Albans  Village  ^Icdical  Association, 
200. 

St.  Francis  Indians,  the.  27. 

Stanho];)e  faniily,  the,  459. 
i  Stannard,  Gen.  (ieorgeJ.,  lOK 
j  Stark,  Col.  John,  and  his  brave  men,  100. 
I  Start,  Hon.  Plenry  Russell,  242. 
i  biogra]>hy  of.  710. 

I  ])ortrait  of,  242. 

State  oilioers,  the  first,  79. 

Steele,  Daniel  W.,  253,. 

Stevenson.  James,  492. 
j  Stewart,  William  D.,  240. 
I  Stile.s,  lion.  William  Howard,  233. 
[  biography  of,  711. 

;  poi  trait  of,  558. 

:  Story,  Thoma.^  4^0 
I  Stratton's  Hotel,  :;8-l. 
I  Streams  and  water  privileges.  22. 
j  Sturtevant,  Balph  Orson,  241. 
j  Sub-divisions  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle 
counties.  23. 

Superior  Court  established,  210. 

Supreme  Court  esTai»ii.shed,  217. 
judges  of,  222. 

Sioanion  Courier,  the.  272. 

Swanton  Herald,  270. 

Swanion  Journal,  the.  270. 

Swanton  town,  history  of,  391. 
!  chartered,  112. 

I  topographical,  392. 

I  settlements,  3! »4. 

I  first  permanent  settler.  395. 

j  first  town  meeting,  39S. 

smuggling  operations.  400. 
;  family  sketches  of,  784. 

i  manufactures,  403. 

i  marble  industry,  the,  407. 
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Swanton  town.tanninpf  interests,  411. 

ship  building,  414. 

hotels,  415. 
Synchronisi,  the,  271. 

'^pAYLOR  Park  of  Sr.  Albans,  370. 
.1.     lelegram,  the.  2G9. 
Tenth  Regiment,  18<i. 

roster,  188. 
Thayer,  W'heelock  S.,  biography  of.  717. 

portrait  of,  716. 
Theological  Reposiiory,  the,  <)G7. 
Tliird  Aledical  Society  ni  Vermont,  200. 
Third  Regiment.  KiO. 

roster,  107. 
Third  Vermont  Battery.  204. 
Thirteenth  Regiment,  104. 

roster,  105. 
Thurston,  Dea.  Peter,  543. 
Tiionderoga,  capture  of.  75-91. 
Tou'le.  Reuben.  402. 
ToM'ns  erected  and  organized.  110. 

in  Franklin  county  granted.  04. 
Trade  opened  between  Canada  and  bor- 
dering states.  130. 
Treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion concluded,  130. 

of  Ghent,  153. 

of  peace  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, 4G. 

stipulations  viohated.  l.'JO. 
Troops  and  equipments  ordered,  142. 
Truiix,  Elias,  'i95. 
Tullar,-  Oman's  children,  323. 
Tullar,  Reuben's  children.  323. 
Tupper.  Frederick  S..  24-9. 
Tui*ner.  Rates.  225. 
Twelfth  Regiment,  103. 

roster,  194. 

UN.ASSIGXED  regiments.  20G. 
Union    between  Vermont  towns 
perfi'Cted.  84. 
Union  witii  New  Hampsliii-e  tovv'ns.  80. 
United  Siates  navy,  204. 

troops  stationed  on  the  border,  139. 
Unity  Lodge.  No.  3,  K.  of  P.,  3S7. 

Y    EXTURE,  the.  437. 

f  Vermont  rv  separate  jurisdiction,  75. 
Vermont  admitted  into  the  Union.  80. 

declareil  to  be  part  of  New  York. 

Go. 
named,  77. 


j  Vermont  and  Canada  Railroad  Company 
incorporated,  274. 
Vermont  Central  Library  Association,  390. 
Vermont  Central  Railroad  Company,  275. 
Vermont  Construction  Company,  380.  GOO. 
I    Vermont  Farmers'  Advocate^  the,  273. 
Vermont  Medical  Society,  the,  2G1. 
Vermont  National  Bank  of  St.  Albans, 
3G7. 

Vermont  Record,  the,  272. 
j   Vermont  Re/nddican.  the,  270. 
j   Vermont  Se7)fry,  the,  272. 

Vermont  7emj,erance  Advocate,  the,  271. 
!   Vermont  Transcij)i.  the,  2G9-271. 

Vermont  Tribune^  the,  270. 

Veteran  Iveserve  Corps,  205. 

TTTALKER,  Lewis,  323. 
i    V  V      War  between  England  and  France 

I 

\Var  of  the  Revolution,  90-105. 
i  of  J  812-15,  143. 

i  Warner  Home,  the,  3G0. 
I  Wasliington  county  estabhshed,  84. 
j  Water  courses  in  Franklin  county,  21. 
I  privileges,  22. 

I  Watson,  Charles  Douglas.  252. 
I  Watson,  John,  325. 

;  Waugli,  Theodore  Rogers.  M.D.,  biogia- 
I  phy  (if,  727. 

I  portrait  of,  728. 

I  WeV>ster,  John,  495. 

!  Welden  National  Bank  of  St.  Albans, 
I  308. 

I  Welden,  the  (hotel),  383. 

{  Wentworth,  Penning,  commissioned  gov- 

!  ernor,  01. 

I  Westminster  convention,  the,  76. 

!  Wetmore.  Seth.  324. 

White,  John,  583. 

Wilkins,  Asa,  48n. 

Willard  [Manufacturing  Company,  381. 

Wiiliamstown.  attack  on,  4!>. 

Wi'iloughby,  Zerah.  220,  545. 

Wilson,  William  Campl'tell,  '_'27. 
portrait  of  "_'20. 

Wilson.  William  De  Forest.  237. 

Windsor  convention,  proceedincrs  of,  in 
1777,00. 
I  Witters,  Ciiester  W.,  230. 
j  Wood,  Norman  F.,  548. 

YORK  county  organi/fd,  115. 
Younger,  George,  352. 
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